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Biographical 


CARROLL  DAXDOLA  EVANS,  M.  D.^ 

Dr.  Carroll  Dandola  Evans,  a  graduate  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  has  been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
for  thirty-four  years,  and  his  life  work  has  been  regarded  as  a  valuable  contribution 
to  those  agencies  and  elements  which  work  for  the  uplift  and  benefit  of  mankind 
Outside  the  strict:  path  of  his  profession  his  influence  has  ever  been  on  the  side  of 
progress,  nor  has  it  been  of  a  restricted  order  as  many,  relying  upon  his  good  judg- 
ment, have  followed  his  leadership.  He  is,  moreover,  a  prominent  representative  of 
Masonry  in  Nebraska  and  ranks  very  high  in  that  order. 

A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Evans  was  born  at  Tarentum,  Allegheny  county, 
May  26,  1856,  and  is  descended  from  ancestry  American  in  its  lineal  and  collateral 
branches  through  many  generations.  His  great-great-grandfather  was  one  of  tlie 
colonists  who,  a  hundred  strong,  accompanied  William  Penn  to  the  new  world  in 
1681,  when  he  came  to  take  possession  of  the  territory  which  he  had  purchased  of 
the  crown  and  which  afterward  became  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1683,  when 
Penn  returned  to  England,  he  appointed  the  ancestor  of  Dr.  Evans  to  serve  as 
deput}'  governor,  in  which  capacitj'  he  continued  until  1689.  He  was  a  brother  of 
the  father  of  Sir  Robert  Evans,  who  in  turn  was  the  father  of  Mary  Ann  Evans,  who 
under  the  non  de  plume  of  George  Eliot  became  one  of  tlie  distinguished  repre- 
sentatives of  the  literary  world.  The  ancestral  estate  of  the  Evans  family  near 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  was  still  in  possession  of  representatives  of  the  name 
nntil  1913,  when  it  passed  out  of  the  family. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Dr.  Evans  were  born  and  reared  near  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  there  spending  the  greater  part  of  their  lives,  and  their  religions  faitli 
was  indicated  by  their  membership  in  the  Friends  church.  Tlie  maternal  grand- 
father, John  Hammel,  was  a  member  of  the  American  army  in  tlie  War  of  181 2. 
and  also  participated  in  Indian  wars  in  western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  of  Pennsylvania  birth.  The  parents  of  Dr.  Evans  were  William 
Valentine  and  Rachel  (Hammel)  Evans,  who  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
Connoquenessing  valley,  in  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania.  After  remaining  there  for 
about  sixteen  years  they  removed  to  Tarentum,  Allegheny  county.  At  a  period  which 
antedated  the  building  of  a  railroad  across  the  Allegheny  mountains  William  '\'. 
Evans  with  an  older  brother  made  the  journey  to  the  "far  west"  and  established 
his  home  in  the  wilds  of  western  Pennsylvania,  where  he  met  the  experiences  of 
pioneer  life  with  the  sturdy  courage  and  determination  of  the  frontiersman.  His 
home  was  in  the  Connoquenessing  valley,  about  three  miles  from  the  present  site  of 
Evans  Citv%  in  Butler  county.  While  he  adhered  to  many  of  the  beliefs  and  prac- 
tices of  his  Quaker  ancestry  he  did  not  abstain  from  activity  in  political  affairs.  On 
5 


6        PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

the  contrary  he  became  a  leader  of  party  thought  and  action,  and  he  gave  earnest 
support  to  many  movements  which  promoted  morality  and  religious  activity  in  his 
district  and  which  upheld  good  government.  Moreover,  he  departed  from  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Friends  in  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  militia  of  his  state.  In  a  word, 
he  was  a  man  fearless  in  defense  of  his  honest  convictions  who  guided  his  course  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment. 

After  supplementing  his  common-school  course  by  academic  instruction  in  his 
native  town.  Dr.  Evans  had  the  privilege  of  pursuing  a  business  course  in  Duff's 
College  at  Pittsburgli,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  preparation  for  a  professional  career 
he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  his  universtiy  course 
being  taken  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1882.  Later  in  the  same  year  he  pursued  post- 
graduate work  in  the  New  York  and  Chicago  Polyclinic  in  Gynecology  and  Surgery. 
A  characteristic  of  his  youth  was  his  ambition  for  advancement.  He  set  his  mark 
high  and  utilized  every  opportunity  to  raise  himself  to  its  level.  When  he  marked 
out  a  course  he  persevered  therein,  regarding  no  difficult}'  or  ob'stacle  too  great  to 
be  overcome  in  carrying  out  his  cherished  purpose.  This  determination  on  his  part 
has  always  been  one  of  his  salient  characteristics  and  has  enabled  him  to  proceed 
far  on  the  path  to  establish  success.  In  his  professional  work,  while  due  deference 
and  respect  were  always  given  to  the  usually  accepted  authorities  and  guides  on 
various  subjects,  he  early  recognized  the  fact  that  medicine  and  surgery,  as  sciences, 
were  in  an  imperfect  state ;  and  at  the  point  where  authority  and  guidance  were 
wanting  or  incomplete  it  was  not  in  his  metliod  of  procedure  to  stop  but  rather  to 
pursue  the  subject  both  as  to  its  requirements  and  the  means  necessary  to  accom- 
plish the  desired  results.  And  possessing  a  high  degree  of  perceptive  ability  to 
recognize  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  as  well  as  the  executive  ability  to  accom- 
plish the  desired  result,  his  professional  work  has  been  eminently  successful. 

Following  his  graduation  from  the  Baltimore  Universitv,  Dr.  Evans  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  but  after  a  year, 
attracted  by  the  opportunities  of  the  growing  west,  he  made  his  way  to  Nebraska, 
arriving  at  Columbus  on  the  16th  of  May,  1882.  Reviewing  the  possibilities  and 
opportunities  of  the  town,  he  determined  to  remain  and  .u-cordiniily  ojiened  an 
office.  Hardly  had  he  established  himself  in  practice  hen  tli.in  In  was  appointed 
physician  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  in  which  position  he  lias  since  continued,  cover- 
ing a  period  of  a  third  of  a  century.  His  ability  as  a  j)hysician  and  surgeon  has 
been  widely  recognized.  He  did  not  consider  liis  education  completed  when  his 
college  course  was  over;  on  the  contrary,  he  has  remained  a  student  of  the  science 
of  medicine  and  surgery,  keeping  abreast  with  the  best  thinking  men  of  the  age 
in  this  connection.  Through  study  and  investigation  science  has  revealed  to  him 
its  secrets,  and  his  growing  ability  has  enabled  him  to  successfully  cope  with  many 
complex  professional  problems. 

Dr.  Evans  was  married  on  the  27th  of  ]\Iay,  1886,  wlien  Miss  Lorena  Rose 
North,  the  eldest  daughter  of  James  E.  North,  of  Columbus,  Nebraska,  became  his 
wife.  Her  father  was  a  pioneer  citizen  of  the  state,  having  established  his  lionie 
in  Columbus  in  the  early  part  of  1858,  while  his  brother.  Major  Frank  North,  won 
distinction  in  connection  with  the  Indian  warfare.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  became 
the  parents  of  two  daughters  and  two  sons,  Rachel  Nellie,  James  North,  Carroll 
Dandola  and  Lorena  Rose.     This  has  ever  been  a  most  united  family,  a  congenial 
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companionship  existing  ever  between  parents  and  children,  while  the  warm-hearted 
hospitality  of  the  home  is  greatly  enjoyed  by  their  many  friends.  Theirs  is  not 
only  the  most  beautiful  home  in  Columbus,  but  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  state. 
Mrs.  Evans  and  familj'  are  members  of  Grace  Episcopal  church  of  Columbus  and 
take  a  deep  and  helpful  interest  in  its  work  and  wellbeing.  In  a  word,  the  family 
name  is  associated  with  all  that  is  uplifting  and  beneficial  in  community  life,  and 
their  labors  have  been  an  influencing  factor  for  good  along  various  lines. 

Dr.  Evans'  father  was  a  prominent  political  leader  in  the  days  of  the  old  whig 
party  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention  which  was  held  in  Lafayette  Hall  at 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  when  the  republican  party  was  organized  in  that  state. 
Reared  in  llie  faith  of  the  party  the  Doctor  has  never  seen  reason  to  change  his 
views  but  still  supports  its  platform  and  has  contributed  much  to  its  success  through 
his  efforts  to  increase  its  support,  yet  has  never  sought  the  rewards  of  oflice  in  recog- 
nition of  party  fealty. 

The  military  chapter  in  the  life  record  of  Dr.  Evans  was  written  during  the 
period  of  his  early  manliood,  for  at  that  time  he  became  a  member  of  Company  H 
of  the  Tenth  Regiment  of  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  which  he  joined  as  a 
private  in  IST-i,  being  commissioned  second  lieutenant  by  Governor  Hartranft  on 
the  3d  of  January,  1877.  While  he  was  thus  serving,  his  regiment  was  called  out 
in  connection  with  the  quelling  of  the  riots  of  the  strikers  in  the  coal  regions  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  railroad  riots  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  1877.  He 
was  thus  on  active  duty  for  three  months  and  was  often  in  the  most  hazardous  and 
dangerous  positions.  He  remained  in  active  connection  witli  his  regiment  until  May 
30.  1878,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged.  On  the  15th  of  January,  1901,  he 
was  commissioned  by  Governor  Charles  H.  Dietrich  as  aid-de-camp  with  the  rank 
of  colonel  on  the  governor's  staff.  On  the  4th  of  May,  1901,  he  was  commissioned 
by  Governor  Ezra  P.  Savage  as  surgeon  general  of  the  Nebraska  National  Guard 
with  the  rank  of  colonel.  On  the  1st  of  June,  1902,  he  became  an  active  member 
of  the  Association  of  Military  Surgeons  of  the  United  States  and  on  the  20th  of 
May,  1901,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Savage  as  a  delegate  to  the  Congress 
of  :SIilitary  Surgeons  of  the  United  States,  held  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  May  30, 
31  and  June  1,  1901.  On  the  26th  of  May.  1902.  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Savage  as  a  delegate  to  the  Association  of  Military  Surueoiis  of  the  United  States 
meeting  at  Washington,  D.  C,  June  5,  6  and  7,  1902,  and  tlirough  appointment  of 
Governor  John  H.  Mickey,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1903,  he  was  made  surgeon  general 
of  the  State  Guard  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  Ten  years  before  this,  through 
appointment  by  Governor  Savage,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  American  Congress  of 
Tuberculosis  and  attended  the  meeting  held  at  the  Hotel  Majestic,  New  York,  on 
the  ]4th,  15th  and  16th  of  May,  1893.  In  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  by  the 
State  Medical  Association  of  Nebraska  as  a  delegate  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation and  attended  the  meeting  held  at  Milwaukee  in  June. 

While  prominently  known  in  professional  connections  Dr.  Evans  is  also  accounted 
one  of  the  prominent  ]\Iasons  of  the  state.  His  identification  with  the  order  dates 
from  1878.  On  the  8th  of  July  of  that  year  he  became  a  member  of  Pollock  Lodge, 
No.  502,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Tarentum,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  raised  to  the  degree 
of  Master  Mason  on  the  9th  of  September.  He  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
August  12,  1881,  in  Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260,  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  and 
on  the  2tth  of  May,  1885,  became  a  member  of  Gebal  Council,  No.  12,  R.  &  S.  M., 
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at  Columbus,  Nebraska.  He  was  made  a  Knight  Templar,  December  13,  1883,  in 
Mount  Tabor  Commandery,  No.  9,  at  Fremont,  Nebraska,  and  in  January,  1886, 
he  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  was  elected  knight 
commander  of  the  Court  of  Honor,  October  20,  1903,  and  received  the  tiiirty-third 
degree  on  the  I'-'tii  <il  l'(  bniary,  1908,  at  Omaha,  Nebraska.  He  is  a  past  officer 
of  Pollock  Lodge  (it  ■l.irriituin.  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Lebanon  Lodge  of  Columbus; 
has  received  official  li.mcus  in  Orient  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Colmnbus;  Gebal  Coun- 
cil, R.  &  S.  M.;  Gethsemane  Commandery,  No.  21,  K.  T.;  is  past  grand  commander 
of  the  Knights  Templar  of  Nebraska  and  was  inspector  general  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery for  four  years.  He  has  also  been  grand  king  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapver  of  Nebraska  and  has  served  on  important  committcis  in  tin-  (irand  Lodge.  ■ 
He  is  a  member  of  Coeur  de  Lion  Conclave,  No.  10,  Red  Cr,.ss  of  C.nstantine,  at 
Omaha;  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Scotland  at  Washington,  D.  C;  was  created  a  noble 
in  Tengier  Tempi,-.  A.  A.  ().  N.  M.  S.,  June  27,  1892,  at  Omaha;  ,,nd  received 
the  Order  of  tlie  East.ru  St.ar.  December  27,  1898,  at  Columbus,  Nebraska.  Tor 
some  time  he  served  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Nebraska  Masonic  Home  at 
Plattsmouth,  and  was  really  the  organizer  of  the  Masonic  Orphanage  at  Fremont, 
Nebraska.  He  also  served  as  secretary  of  the  Association  of  Militarj'  Surgeons  of 
the  United  States  for  several  years. 

Of  him  it  has  been  written:  "Being  a  man  of  enterprise  and  character,  he  has 
stamped  his  individuality  uj^on  all  the  ^Masonic  bodies  of  which  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber, clieerfull_y  and  willingly  aiding  to  build  up  the  several  organizations  of  the 
state,  and  to  the  labor  and  ability  of  sueli  cifiz,  ns  as  Dr.  Evans  the  fraternity  in 
Nebraska  owes  much  of  the  high  standini;  it  lias  attained  in  our  commonwealth." 
The  foregoing  indicates  that  Dr.  Evans  has  attained  high  honors  in  various  connec- 
tions, that  he  has  plaj'cd  well  his  part  in  life  and  that  his  efforts  have  been  resultant 
and  beneficial,  proving  of  marked  worth  to  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 


JOHN   BOYER. 

Jolni 

Boyer,  postmaster  of  Humphrey,  was  born  in  Virginia,  August   18,   1866, 

a  son  of 

Hugh  and  Margaret   (James)   Boyer,  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion.     The 

father  w 

as   a  farmer  and   stock-raiser,  but  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  put  aside 

business 

and  personal  considerations  and  served  for  four  j'ears  as  a  member  of  the 

Confedcr 

ate    army.       He    afterward    resumed    agricultural    pursuits    in    his    native 

state,    w 

,r,    1„     r,,„ain,,l    until    1882,   when  he  came   to    Nebraska   and   secured   a 

homestea 

d  ill  th.    wrst.  rii  jiait  of  the  state.     This  he  operated  until  his  death,  which 

occurred 

in  .March,  1906.     He  became  known  as  one  of  the  representative  and  highly 

respected  agriculturists  of  the  district  in  which  he  lived. 

John  Boyer  was  reared  and  educated  in  Virginia,  remaining  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Madison  county,  Nebraska, 
where  for  four  years  he  cultivated  a  farm.  He  next  removed  to  Boone  county, 
where  lie  rented  land  for  three  years,  although  in  the  meantime  he  engaged  in 
buying  stock  in  Humphrey  for  Dave  Hale  for  about  nine  years.  Upon  leaving 
Boone  county  he  returned  to  Humphrey,  where  he  conducted  a  real-estate  business 
for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  entered  upon  the  duties  c  ' 
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Granville  township,  serving  in  that  caisacity  for  a  year.  In  January,  1911,  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  Humphrey  by  President  Wilson,  which  fact  indicates 
his  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party. 

In  August,  1897,  Mr.  Boyer  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Lich,  a  daughter 
of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  Lich,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in 
early  life,  while  for  the  past  twenty  years  Mr.  Lich  has  been  numbered  among  tlie 
farmers  of  Madison  county,  Nebraska.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1906.  Mr.  and 
]\Irs.  Boyer  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children:  Mary,  who  is  a  clerk  in  the 
postoffice;   Catherine;  Albert;   Oscar;   George;   and   Floyd. 

Mr.  Boyer  is  interested  in  the  cause  of  education  and  has  served  for  five  years 
as  a  school  director  in  his  home  locality.  He  now  holds  membership  with  the  Royal 
Highlanders  and  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  is  loyal  to  the  beneficent 
spirit  of  those  organizations  and  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  Iiiglily  respected 
residents  of  his  community. 


DAVID  THOMAS  IMARTYN.  M.  D. 

Dr.  David  Thomas  Martyn,  of  Columbus,  is  one  of  the  distinguished  physicians 
in  Jiis  section  of  the  state.  Long  actively  engaged  in  practice,  he  has  maintained 
a  position  among  the  foremost  representatives  of  his  profession,  keeping  in  touch 
with  advanced  thought  and  methods  and  actuated  at  all  times  by  a  desire  to  be  of 
service  to  his  fellowmen.  Kindliness,  sympathy  and  helpfulness  are  features  in 
his  practice  which  have  ever  dominated  his  desire  for  pecuniary  reward.  Dr, 
Martyn  was  born  at  Granville,  Vermont,  July  26,  1845,  his  parents  being  Marshall 
and  Abigail  (Eaton)  Martyn,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  state. 

Dr.  Martyn  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Illinois 
,nid    after   teaching   for   a   year   he    enlisted   in   the  One   Hundred    and   Forty-sixth 

r  service  in  the  Civil  war.     He  remained  at  the  front 

1    1865   and  then  entered  the  medical  department   of 

from  wh 

ned    to    : 


IlHnois  Voluntee 

r  Infantr' 

until   the  close  c 

,f  hostiiiti 

tlic  Xorthwesteri 

11  Univers 

In    1870   Dr. 

:\Iartyn 

that  he  has  now 

practiced 

brought   him   imi 

nediately 

professional  work  in  Piatt 

advanced  though 

t  of  the  d, 

hold   where  he   li 

as   ministr 

On   th,-    1st    . 

,f    March. 

marriage  t„   Mis 

s   .^us.ni    1 

David  T.    M.nty 

11.   ,lr.:   1., 

Susan    P..    wlh,    : 

-av,     h.r 

Missouri:    Ibm.r 

1-    M..    livi 

the  age  .,f  ihvrr 

Vars.      l: 

His  politicil  .lllr 

iliaiuT   is 

in  its   priiici)>lc  s. 

It    lias    11 

vas  graduated  in  1869. 

a,   settling  at  Columbus 

i  in    1876,   so 

1st  four  decades.     His  n 

larked  ability 

■   has    few   peers   and   no 
ulino-  has  kept  him  in  h 

.ueh  with  the 

•d  family  i>liysieian  in  n 

lanv  a  house- 

liaiid  ill  aiaiTiaov  t,.  Cliarhs  K.  (,iv,ns,  „t  Kirksville, 
iiji-  ill  Kirksvillr.  Missouri:  and  11,1,1,  H..  «li„  died  at 
)r.  Marlyii  l„l„ngs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity. 
giv,  11  ti,  til,  r,  publican  party,  but  while  firmly  believing 
,M  1  hail  till!,'  nor  inclination  for  public  oflice.  He  has 
iitrate  his  energies  upon  his  professional  duties,  which 
with  the  utmost  sense  of  conscientious  obligation. 
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An  indication  of  the  general  feeling  entertained  for  hira  in  the  city  where  he 
has  so  long  resided  was  expressed  in  an  article  written  by  Edgar  Howard,  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Columbus  Telegram,  for  the  issue  of  that  paper  of  Decem- 
ber 5,  1913.  The  article  read  as  follows:  "One  of  the  most  beautiful  pictures  in 
the  average  person's  parlor  of  nu  inory  is  tlie  one  which  portrays  the  kindly  features 
of  the  old  family  physician,  .iiiil  the  i;aze  never  turns  to  the  picture  without  recall 
of  the  gracious  and  Iieljjful  miiiislr.itions  of  the  one  whose  mission  to  tlie  home  was 
the  banishment  of  pain.  Despite  all  the  present-day  denunciation  of  the  awful 
disclosures  of  mixing  money  with  medicine,  and  the  proved  crime  of  fee-split- 
ting between  physicians  and  surgeons,  let  us  not  forget  that  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine still  holds  within  its  ranks  some  real  noblemen,  many  of  whom  minister  to 
Nebraskans,  and  several  of  them  to  the  people  of  Columbus.  I  know  a  type  of  the 
old-time  conscientious  and  kindly  family  physician  of  our  boyhood  dreams.  He 
came  to  Columbus  thirty-eight  years  ago  last  Saturday — came  here  in  a  day  when 
the  telephone  was  an  undreamed  dream — in  a  day  when  the  automobile  was  not 
even  a  creature  of  imagination — in  a  day  when  the  motive  power  of  the  physician 
was  his  saddle  horse.  For  nearly  forty  years  this  prince  of  a  noble  calling  has 
ministered  to  the  people  of  Columbus  and  for  fifty  miles  around,  and  with  a  fidelity 
so  instant  and  so  lasting  that  today  the  verv  presence  of  the  old  practitioner,  now 
entering  the  years  of  gray  but  still  wearing  the  smile  and  the  charm  of  a  f.uirUss 
youth,  is  a  real  tonic  to  thousands  of  men  and  women  wlio  throuoli  f.un-  ihcides 
have  been  helped  by  the  healtliful  influence  of  his  personality,  or  iir.ihd  hy  the 
application  of  his  medical  skill.  Last  Saturday,  when  I  saw  that  ni.iuiiiriceut  man 
and  minister  celebrating  the  thirty-eighth  anniversary  of  liis  prdirssi^mal  advent 
in  Columbus  by  a  programme  of  devotion  to  his  patients,  the  thought  came  to  me  tliat 
if  on  that  day  there  might  have  been  assembled  in  one  place  all  the  men  and  women 
who  have  appreciated  the  professional  services  and  admired  the  honorable  personal 
life  of  Dr.  David  T.  Martyn,  no  amphitheatre  in  all  the  world  had  been  large 
enough  to  receive  the  throng,  and  no  earthly  choir  had  been  able  to  sound  sweeter 
peans  of  praise  than  would  there  have  been  loosed  in  honor  of  a  man  who  sweetly 
serves  the  Master  by  living  a  life  of  service  to  humanity." 


HOWARD  A.  CLARKE. 

Howard  A.  Clarke  has  been  identified  with  financial  interests  of  Columbus  since 
1903  as  cashier  of  the  Columbus  State  Bank,  the  oldest  state  bank  in  Nebraska. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Bellevue,  Sarpy  county,  Nebraska,  on  the  15  th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1868,  his  parents  being  Artemas  Matthewson  and  Almira  A.  (Williams) 
Clarke,  the  former  born  in  Greenwich,  New  York,  in  1838,  and  the  latter  in  Penn- 
sylvania. Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  the  Keystone  state  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1856.  and  in  the  same  year  they  removed  to  Bellevue,  Nebraska,  where 
Artemas  AL  Clarke  had  established  a  mercantile  and  stock  business  in  1855.  In 
1879  they  made  their  way  to  Omaha  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Mr.  Clarke  passing  away  in  1911  and  his  wife  in  19U.  The  latter  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  while  Artemas  AL  Clarke  was  a  descendant  of 
a  brother   of  John  Clarke,  who   with    Roger  Williams   was  one  of  the   founders   of 
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Rhode  Island.  Isaac  Duncan  Clarke,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Massachusetts. 

Howard  A.  Clarke  completed  a  high-school  course  at  Omaha  by  graduation 
and  remained  in  that  city  until  1900,  when  he  removed  to  Gretna,  Sarpy  county, 
Nebraska,  where  he  was  president  of  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  for  three 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period,  in  1903,  he  came  to  Columbus  as  cashier 
of  the  Columbus  State  Bank,  having  remained  in  that  capacity  continuously  since. 
He  is  widely  recognized  as  a  capable,  courteous  and  obliging  official  and  his  efforts 
have  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  continued  growth  and  success  of  the 
institution.  He  is  likewise  the  president  of  the  Platte  County  Bank  at  Platte  Cen- 
ter, Nebraska,  and  thus  a  prominent  factor  in  financial  circles  of  the  community. 

On  the  5th  of  December.  1899,  in  Columbus.  Nebraska.  Mr.  Clarke  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Nelly  Post,  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  A.  M.  Post.  Their  chil- 
dren are  three  in  number,  namely:  Artemas  M.,  Elizabeth  Sterling  and  Bruce 
Teft  Clarke.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Clarke  is  a  stanch  republican,  while  his 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  is  a  Master  Mason  and  also 
belongs  to  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Modern  AVoodmen  of 
America.  He  is  a  man  of  high  social  and  business  standing  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  valuable  and  worthy  citizens  of  Columbus. 


HERMAN  W.  LUEDTKE. 

Herman  W.  Luedtke,  cashier  of  the  Citizen.' 
to  that  type  of  substantial  and  representative 
promoting  the  stability  of  a  community,  advanci 
moting  their  individual  success.  He  was  born  ii 
July  20,  1880,  and  is  a  son  of  Herman  and  Louis: 
were  natives  of  Germany,  remaining  in  the  fathe 
to  the  new  world,  first  settling  in  Wisconsin.  In 
Nebraska,  and  settled  in  Sherman  township,  whei 
immediately  beginning  the  improvement  and  development  of  the  land.  He  there 
underwent  the  hardships  of  a  pioneer  and  the  grasshopper  years.  He  continued  to 
operate  his  farm  throughout  his  remaining  days,  his  life's  labors  being  terminated 
in  death  in  November,  1900.  For  several  years  he  had  survived  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  in  June,  1891. 

Herman  W.  Luedtke  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  county  which  is  still  his 
home,  attending  the  district  schools  and  the  public  schools  of  Creston  and  com- 
pleting his  course  in  the  Fremont  Normal  School  at  Fremont,  Nebraska.  He  then 
took  up  the  profession  of  teaching  in  school  districts  No.  49  and  No.  46,  devoting  his 
attention  to  that  work  for  two  terms.  He  afterward  secured  a  clerkship  in  a  gen- 
eral store  in  Creston,  where  he  remained  for  a  year,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he 
entered  the  Citizens  State  Bank  as  assistant  cashier  in  1903,  serving  in  that  capac- 
ity until  1912,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  cashier,  while  his  brother 
Eric  became  assistant  cashier.  Herman  W.  Luedtke  is  also  one  of  the  stockholders 
and  directors  of  the  bank  and  is  a  popular  official,  always  obliging  and  courteous, 
while    at   the    same    time    he    carefully    safeguards    the    interests    of   the    bank    and 
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therefore  protects  the  stockholders  and  depositors.  In  addition  to  liis  other  interests 
he  is  a  stockholder  in  and  secretary  of  the  Creston-Blau  Gas  Company  of  Creston 
and  in  the  Farmers  Grain  &  Stock  Company. 

In  June,  1907,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Luedtke  and  IMiss  Anna  Graham, 
a  daughter  of  Edward  T.  and  Laura  B.  (Morris)  Graham,  the  former  born  in  Prince 
Edward  Island,  while  the  mother  was  a  native  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Graham  arrived 
in  Platte  county  in  1871  and  liomesteaded  land  in  Humphrey  township,  giving 
his  undivided  attriition  to  tlir  ini])nn ciiunt  and  operation  of  his  farm  from  tiiat 
time  to  the  iires.iit.  Success  lias  ittciulcd  h:s  efTorts  in  large  measure,  and  he 
lias  added  t.)  !iis  lioldiims  until  Uv  is  n.iw  tile  owner  of  ten  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of    splendidly    iie|.r,.v,(l     laiul.    tile    wisd,.in    of    his    jud-nieut    l.einj;-    sliowii'in     his 

of  Creston  anil  is  n-anl,d  as  „ii,'  nl  the  foremost  business  men  of  his  part  of 
the  county.  Mr.  ami  .Mrs.  iaieillke  li.ave  beccmie  the  parents  of  tliree  children: 
Milan  G.'.  «lin  xvas  1m, rn  ,lnn,  J,-,.  iiMli):  Lois  C,  born  February  -it.  I  !)]■,';  .and 
Ilene   I\I..  born   October  ;i  1 .    191  t. 

In  his  fr.ilernal  relaticms  Mr.  Luedtke  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  a.  Royal 
Highlander.  I'olitic.iUy  he  is  connected  with  the  democratic  party  and  is  one 
of  its  ]jroniineut  local  workers,  having  served  as  central  eonnnitteeman  in  Platte 
county  for  about  ten  years.  He  belongs  to  the  I.ullier.an  cliurcli.  .and  his  interest 
in  the  cause  of  education  has  been  manifest  in  his  etieetive  s.  rvice  .is  ;,  ui,  uilur 
of  the  scho(d  board  for  the  past  ten  years.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  evcry- 
tliiim  ]i.  it.iining  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  his  efforts  have  been  intelli- 
gc  iitly  (lirictid  along  lines  which  have  proven  of  the  greatest  benefit  in  community 


MAXIMILIAN  M.  ROTHLEITXER. 

The  name  of  Hon.  Maximilian  M.  Rothleitner  is  inseparably  interwoven  witii 
the  history  of  Columbus  because  of  the  important  p.art  which  he  has  played  in 
educational  progress,  in  coiniiiercial  activities  and  in  political  connections.  He  is  now 
mayor  of  the  city  .and  .is  siuh  is  giving  to  Coluuiliiis  ,i  luisinesslike,  progressive 
administration,  cli.ir.ict.riz.ai   by  needed  reforms  ;,.i,l  iiniirovements. 

Mr.  Rothleitner  was  born  in  liergst.idt.  Austria.  Se])tember  21,  1868,  a  son  of 
Josepli  .and  .loli.ann.a  (.Sclnnidt)  Knthleituer.  'I'he  f.atlier  came  to  America  in  AS72 
and  the  family  foil, .wed  in  187."..  but  the  mother  died  in  Castle  Garden.  Xew  York, 
on  l.andin-  from  tlh'  ste.imsliip  on  which  she  h.id  s.ailed  for  the  new  world,  leaving 
five  childr,  n.  tlinc  smis  .and   two  dauo-litcrs.  in   til,'  ,Hst,rii   uulroi.olis  .alon,.  th,-  ,ld- 


Mr.   Hot 

ward    1,1 

born  a  .' 

Max 

to  the  n. 

.on.  Anton   .l,.s..p 
imilian   M.    Roth 
cw  world  bv  his  1 

ird  s,  nt  ,Hi  to  tb.ar  f.atlier  in  I'l.att,-  county,  Nebraska, 
loiii,-  liiing  now  in  Coluiubus.  Nebraska.  He  after- 
1    union    being   with    Adele   M'auke.   and  to   them   was 

was  a  little  lad  of  about  seven  years  when  brought 
He  attended  school  in  Platte  county  and  afterward 
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went  to  McMinnville,  Oregon,  where  he  spent  three  years  as  a  student  in  the  Mc- 
Minnville  College,  a  Baptist  institution,  through  which  he  worked  his  way,  thus 
di.>,|)l;iying  the  elemental  strength  of  his  character  which  lias  been  again  and  again 
luaniiested  in  later  relations  of  life.  It  was  his  desire  to  become  a  member  of  the 
bar,  although  his  father  wished  him  to  take  up  tlie  j.rofession  of  mrdiein,'  and 
refused  him  any  assistance  in  his  ettorts  to  l.eeonu-  a  lawyer.  It  «as  ilns  wliieh 
led  .Mr.  Rothleitner  to  start  out  for  himself  and.  as  previously  sl,Mt.<l.  \u'  spent 
three  years  as  a  student  in   Me.\l  iiniville  ( '..ll.iiv.      I.eaxni-  III,  re  in    IS.S7.  In-  returned 

18S8  he  taught  at  the  Loseke  sell. h, I  in  I'lall,  eouiity  i<.r  Uu  nionllis.  Later  lie  went 
to  Creston,  Nebraska,  where  he  en-a-e,!  ni  Ir.ulnii-  Inr  a  year,  .iiid  iii  I. SIX)  h,-  was 
nominated  for  the  position  of  county  siiperinteiulent  of  seliouls  ot  I'Lilte  county 
ou  the  democratic  ticket  but  was  defeated.  He  afterward  accepted  the  ])osition  of 
principal  of  the  Lindsay,  Platte  county,  high  school,  where  he  continued  for  a  year, 
and  for  one  term  he  was  principal  of  the  Bisraark  Academy  of  Platte  county. 
He  next  entered  Dixon  College  at  Di.'con,  Illinois,  as  a  .student,  spending  fifteen 
ni.mths  there,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1893 
with  \;iledicforian  honors. 

Mr.  Rothleitner  was  then  notified  by  telegraph  that  he  had  just  been  renomi- 
nated for  the  position  of  county  suiK-rintendent  of  Platte  county,  and  returning, 
lie  entered  upon  the  campaign  work  and  was  elected.  He  proved  so  capable  at  the 
he/id  of  the  school  .system  of  the  county  tli.-it  he  w.'is  twic  reelected,  and  sirved  in 
all  for  six  years.  He  then  beeaiiu-  i,riiieip.-il  ..f  tli.  first  ward  sel.n„l.  cmtiiiuing 
in  that  position  for  several  months,  alter  wliieli  lie  I.ee.inie  in-ineipal  ol  the  old 
high  school  (second  ward),  remaining  there  for  four  years.  Ou  the  ex|,iration  of 
that  period  he  resigned  and  severed  his  connection  with  educational  activity.  He 
turned  to  mercantile  pursuits,  purchasing  a  hardware  store  in  Columbus,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  active  along  that  line.  While  his  present  business  e.ills  for  very 
different  qualities  than  were  necessary  in  his  educational  wcirk.  Ik  has  proved  equ.il 
to  the  demands  made  upon  him  and  is  now  a  progressive,  ])ros)ierous,  well  known 
and  highly  respected  merchant  of  his  city. 

On  the  10th  of  January,  1893,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Rothleitner  was 
united  in  marriage  to  iMiss  Alice  Leota  Swartsley,  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  John 
.Swartsley,  an  ex-legislator  of  Nebraska.  They  have  two  children:  IVIilton  Monroe 
and  Homer  Louis. 

In  his  religious  faith  Mr.  Rothleitner  is  a  Presbyterian  and  fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Masons.  His  influenc  has  .always  been  on  the  side  of  right. 
l)rogress  and  improvement,  and  he  looks  at  tin  \ilal  (|uestions  of  the  day  from  no 
narrow  or  contracted  standpoint,  but  rather  I  rum  the  position  of  a  broadniinded 
student  of  the  signs  of  the  times.  He  li.is  alw.ays  voted  with  the  democratic  jiarty 
.and  his  fitness  for  office  led  to  his  seleetimi  in  1!)()T  for  the  [losition  of  councilman 
from  the  third  ward,  in  which  ea|..uily  lie  serv.d  for  one  term.  In  191;!  he  was 
elected  mayor  and  was  reelected  a  year  later,  e.irryini;  the  eouneil  with  him.  To 
his  efforts  are  attributable  many  inipcu-t.ant  iiii|iro\  em,  nis.  the  establishment  of 
splendid  sidewalks,  well  paved  streets,  an  exe.llent  sewer  syst.in.  the  Carnegie 
library  and  other  public  utilities  and  enterprises  which  arc  of  notable  worth  in  the 
community.     He  also  rebuilt  the  water  system.     He  is  indeed  a  progressive  mayor 
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and  at  the  same  time  conducts  the  affairs  of  the  city  upon  a  businesslike  basis.  He 
does  not  hamper  advancement  by  useless  retrenchment,  but  in  all  things  follows 
a  policy  that  is  dictated  by  sound  judgment  and  a  thorough  understanding  of  all 
the  phases  of  a  situation. 


JACOB   KREBS. 


Jacob  Krcbs,  of  Humphrey,  is  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the  finest  hardware 
stores  in  Platte  county,  carrying  a  large  and  well  selected  stock,  which  is  attractively 
set  forth  in  a  fine  modern  building.  His  course  measures  up  to  the  highest  stand- 
ard of  commercial  ethics  and  thus  it  is  that  he  has  won  an  enviable  and  creditable 
position  among  the  leading  merchants  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Germany  in 
August,  1862,  a  son  of  JoscjjIi  and  Margaret  (Fruchs)  Krebs,  who  were  natives 
of  Bavaria,  Germany,  whence  they  came  to  the  new  world  with  their  family  in  1865, 
settling  in  Davenport,  Iowa.  There  the  father  worked  in  a  malt  house  for  four 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  removed  to  Sioux  county,  Iowa,  where  in  1871 
he  took  up  a  homestead  claim,  which  he  cultivated  and  improved,  continuing  the 
operation  of  his  well  developed  farm  there  until  1891,  when  he  retired  from  active 
business  life  and  removed  to  Alton,  Iowa.  He  is  now  living  in  that  town  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years,  while  his  wife  has  reached  the  age  of  seventy- 
three. 

Jacob  Krebs  was  reared  and  educated  in  Sioux  county,  Iowa,  and  remained  at 
home  with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  when  he  went 
to  Le  Mars,  Iowa,  and  pursued  his  studies  for  a  term  in  the  normal  school.  He 
afterward  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  year  in  Sioux 
Falls,  South  Dakota.  Returning  to  the  old  homestead  after  his  father  retired, 
he  engaged  in  general  farming  for  two  years  and  next  removed  to  Lindsay,  Ne- 
braska, where  he  followed  farming  for  a  year  and  also  worked  at  carpentering. 
Later  he  purchased  a  farm  north  of  Humphrey,  in  Madison  county,  Nebraska, 
and  with  characteristic  energy  began  to  further  develop  and  improve  that  place, 
operating  it  until  1898,  when  he  retired  from  the  farm  on  account  of  poor  health 
and  rented  his  land.  He  then  came  to  Humphrey  but  still  owns  the  farm.  He 
worked  in  a  hardware  store  for  three  and  a  half  years  and  then  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  hardware  business  of  Henry  Fox,  an  association  that  was  main- 
tained until  1906,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Krebs  became  pro- 
prietor of  another  store.  He  has  been  alone  since  that  time  and  is  now  at  the  head 
of  one  of  the  finest  establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  county.  It  is  modern  in 
every  respect.  He  occupies  a  fine  business  block,  which  was  erected  in  1914,  and 
in  it  he  carries  a  large  stock  of  shelf  and  heavy  hardware,  his  business  methods 
commending  him  to  the  patronage  and  continued  support  of  the  public. 

In  October,  1890,  Mr.  Krebs  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Katherine  Gasper, 
a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Anna  (Like)  Gasper,  who  were  natives  of  Prussia. 
They  came  to  America  in  childhood  and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Wiscon- 
sin, in  which  state  the  paternal  grandfather  secured  a  homestead  claim.  There 
Michael  Gasper  was  reared  and  educated  and  in  early  manhood  he  began  farming 
in  Mills  county,  Iowa,  being  a  resident  of  that  state  at  the  time  its  first  governor 
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was  elected.  He  was  closely  associated  with  the  pioneer  development  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  he  lived  and  continued  to  carry  on  farming  there  until  189i,  when 
he  sold  out  and  came  to  Nebraska,  purchasing  land  in  Walker  township,  Platte 
county.  This  he  cultivated  and  improved  for  eight  years  and  then,  retiring  from 
active  life,  removed  to  Lindsay,  where  he  now  resides  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years,  while  his  wife  has  reached  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Krebs  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy,  the 
others  being:  Anna,  twent3'-three  years  of  age,  now  at  home;  Michael,  twenty- 
one  years  of  .ige,  working  at  the  carpenter's  trade;  Joseph,  nineteen  years  of  age, 
working  with  his  brother;  and  Mary,  who  has  reached  the  age  of  fourteen. 

The  family  are  Catholics  in  religious  faith  and  in  political  belief  Mr.  Krebs 
is  a  democrat.  He  is  now  treasurer  of  Humphrey  township,  which  position  he  has 
filled  for  eight  years,  and  for  four  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  City  council  of 
Humphrey,  while  for  two  years  he  filled  the  office  of  mayor,  exercising  his  official 
prerogatives  in  suiiport  of  many  measures  for  the  public  good  and  at  all  times 
•   upholding  those  interests  which  are  a  matter  of  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride. 


LOUIS    ROBERT. 


Louis  Robert,  who  resides  on  section  9,  Sherman  township,  is  widely  recognized 
as  a  prosperous  and  enterprising  agriculturist,  now  owning  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  Platte  county  and  also  another  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  acres  in  Colfax  county.  His  birth  occurred  in  Hanover,  Germany,  on 
the  9th  of  December,  1861,  his  parents  being  Henry  and  Anna  (Neuhaus)  Robert. 
The  father  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1870  in  order  to  escape  military 
service  and  after  reaching  America  worked  for  a  season  in  the  harvest  fields  near 
Omaha.  He  then  came  to  Platte  county  and  took  up  a  homestead  claim  of  eighty 
acres  in  Sherman  township,  where  our  subject  now  resides.  The  following  year 
Henry  Robert  sent  for  his  family.  Their  first  home  was  a  dugout  and  afterward 
the  father  built  a  log  house  which  is  still  standing,  being  now  used  as  a  machine 
shed.  It  is  still  in  a  good  state  of  preservation  and  the  logs,  some  of  which  are  three 
feet  wide,  are  of  elm  and  cottonwood,  while  one  of  the  largest  is  of  oak.  Mr.  Rob- 
ert devoted  his  attention  to  farming  in  Sherman  township  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  on  the  16th  of  April,  1914, 
when  the  community  mourned  the  loss  of  one  of  its  honored  pioneer  citizens  and 
representative  agriculturists.  He  had  long  survived  his  wife,  whose  demise  occurred 
twenty-two  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  The  latter  was  twice  married  and 
by  her  first  husband  had  two  children,  one  of  whom,  Henry  Huntemann,  now  lives 
on  a  farm  in  Sherman  township. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  review  was  the  only  child  of  his 
parents  and  he  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  in  Sherman  township, 
eventually  purchasing  the  property.  General  agricultural  pursuits  have  claimed 
his  time  and  energies  throughout  his  entire  business  career  and  success  has  attended 
his  efforts  as  the  years  have  gone  by,  so  that  he  is  now  the  owner  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Platte  county  as  well  as  a  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  acres  in  Colfax  county.     His  fields  are  carefullv  tilled  and  cul- 
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tivated,  the  crops  being  systematically  rotated  from  year  to  year,  thus  enabling  liii» 
to  keep  the  soil  in  a  high  state  of  productivity  and  annually  reap  abundant  harvests. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  the  journey  of  life  Mr.  Robert  chose  Miss 
Louisa  Voss,  a  native  of  Oldenburg,  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of  Gerhard  and 
Anna  (Pralle)  Voss.  The  mother  is  deceased,  but  the  father  still  survives  and 
makes  his  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
are  five  in  number,  as  follows:  Sophia,  who  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Cattan;  Louisa, 
Henry,  Emil  and  Emma,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Robert  gives  his  ijolitical  allegiance  to  the  democracy  and  in  religious  faith 
is  a  Lutheran.  The  period  of  his  residence  in  Platte  county  covers  more  than 
four  decades  and  he  has  long  been  numbered  among  its  successful  farmers  and 
valued  citizens. 


HON.  ALFRED  ^I.  POST. 

High  on  tlie  roll  of  eminent  lawyers  and  jurists  of  Nebraska  is  inscribed  the 
name  of  Hon.  Alfred  ^I.  Post,  who  was  for  six  years  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court 
and  is  now  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Columbus.  He  was  born 
in  Greenfield,  Pennsylvania.  August  10,  1849,  his  parents  being  William  E.  and 
Sarah  (Wallace)  Post,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  state.  The 
father,  who  was  born  in  Washington  county,  was  of  English  lineage,  while  the 
mother  came  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  Rev.  William  E.  Post  was  a  minister  of  the 
Presbyterian  faith,  devoting  his  life  to  his  holy  calling  until  deatli  terminated  his 
labors  in  1870.     His  widow  survived  him  for  seven  years,  passing  away  in  1877. 

Judge  Post  supplemented  a  public-school  education  by  a  course  of  law  study 
in  the  University  of  Ohio  at  Athens,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1869.  He  then  removed  to  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  where  he  joined  his  parents,  who  had 
established  their  home  there  in  1862.  For  a  time  Judge  Post  engaged  in  teaching 
school  in  Iowa  but  in  1870  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  entered  upon  the  active 
work  of  the  profession  at  Leon,  Decatur  county,  where  he  at  once  opened  an  office. 
He  remained  in  active  practice  there  until  December,  1871,  when  he  was  appointed 
consul  to  the  Cape  Verde  Islands  by  President  Grant,  spending  two  and  a  half 
years  in  the  consular  service  but  not  all  of  the  time  in  the  Islands.  He  has  been 
identified  with  Columbus  since  1876,  in  which  year  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  law  in  this  city.  Along  with  those  qualities  indispensable  to  the  lawyer — a  keen, 
rapid,  logical  mind,  plus  the  business  sense  and  a  ready  capacity  for  hard  work. — 
he  brought  to  the  starting  point  of  his  legal  career  certain  rare  gifts — eloquence 
of  language  and  a  strong  personality.  An  excellent  presence,  an  earnest,  dignified 
manner,  marked  strength  of  character,  a  thorough  grasp  of  the  law  and  the  ability 
to  accurately  apply  its  principles  were  factors  in  his  effectiveness  as  an  advocate. 
His  ability  brought  him  into  public  notice  and  in  1883  he  was  appointed  judge  of 
the  fourth  district.  He  was  elected  to  that  position  in  1883  and  1887  and  he 
served  upon  the  bench  of  the  district  for  eight  years  or  until  the  fall  of  1891,  when 
he  was  elected  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  Nebraska,  continuing  in  that  posi- 
tion until  January.  1898.  From  1911  until  1913  he  was  chairman  of  the  commis- 
sion for  codifying  tlie  laws  of  Nebraska.     His  decisions  while  on  tlie  supreme  court 
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bench  as  well  as  on  the  district  bench  indicate  strong  mentality,  careful  analysis, 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law  and  an  unbiased  judgment,  and  his  analytical 
mind,  combined  with  readiness  in  grasping  the  points  of  an  argument,  made  him 
one  of  the  most  capable  jurists  who  have  ever  graced  the  court  of  last  resort. 
On  his  retirement  from  the  bench  he  resumed  active  practice.  He  is  deeply  learned 
in  the  law,  and  while  he  does  not  appear  often  before  the  courts  as  a  trial  lawyer, 
he  is  noted  for  the  wisdom  of  his  counsel  and  for  the  thoroughness  and  comprehen- 
sive manner  in  which  he  prepares  cases  for  presentation. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1873,  in  Monroe  county,  Iowa,  Judge  Post  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  Munsell,  by  whom  he  has  tlie  following  children:  Nelly, 
the  wife  of  Howard  A.  Clarke,  of  Columbus,  Nebraska  ;  Georgia  S..  who  gave  her 
hand  in  marriage  to  Dr.  C.  R.  G.  Forrester,  of  Chicago;  Martha:  William  Edward; 
Alfreda;  Dorothy,  who  is  the  wife  of  G.  G.  Becher,  Jr..  of  Columbus.  Nebraska; 
and  Alfred  :M.  Post,  Jr.  Judge  Post  and  his  family  attend  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  his  life  constitutes  an  influencing  forct  ■iiiicni;-  his  fellow  citizens,  who 
have  come  to  regard  his  example  as  one  well  worthy  to  follow  because  of  his 
keen  insight  and  the  soundness  of  his  judgment.  His  devotion  to  the  general  good 
has  made  him  a  public-spirited  citizen  and  one  whose  work  lias  counted  for  tin- 
benefit  of  city  and  state. 


JOHN    E.    HUGG. 

John  E.  Hugg,  who  for  nine  years  has  been  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Humphrey  and  is  a  well  known  and  respected  representative  of  financial  inter- 
ests, is  ranked,  too,  with  the  progressive  citizens  of  the  town  and  often  occupies 
a  position  of  leadership  in  furthering  projects  for  the  general  good.  He  was 
born  in  St.  Charles,  Missouri,  June  i,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Agnes 
(Bohbenrath)  Hugg.  The  father  was  born  in  Alsace,  Germany,  and  was  a 
merchant.  In  the  year  1842  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  on  a  sailing  vessel,  being 
twenty-seven  weeks  en  route.  The  destination  was  New  York,  but  the  vessel  was 
blown  far  out  of  its  course  and  the  landing  was  made  in  Florida.  Mrs.  Hugg  was 
a  native  of  Loraine,  Germany.  They  became  residents  of  St.  Charles.  Missouri, 
which  at  that  time  contained  forty  more  inhabitants  than  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Hugg 
opened  a  grocery  store  and  extended  his  activities  to  include  general  merchandise, 
remaining  for   many  years   a  leading  business  man  of  that  place. 

John  E.  Hugg  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
during  which  period  the  public  schools  afforded  him  his  early  educational  privileges, 
after  which  he  attended  St.  Louis  University,  a  Jesuit  college.  When  he  left  Mis- 
souri he  journeyed  westward  to  Westpoint,  Nebraska,  where  he  took  up  his  abode 
and  engaged  in  clerking  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1890  he  arrived  in  Humphrev, 
where  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  lumber  business,  becoming  a  partner  in  the 
Hunker  Brothers  Company,  of  which  he  was  a  member  for  fourteen  years.  He 
then  sold  out  and  in  1906  took  charge  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Humphrev  as 
its  cashier,  in  which  capacity  he  has  since  served,  making  a  most  creditable  record 
by  his  capable  and  wise  conduct  of  the  interests  of  that  institution.  He  also  organ- 
ized the  electric  light  and  power  company  and  is  interested  in  the  telephone  company. 
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His  foresiglit  has  enabled  him  to  recognize  opportunities,  while  his  ambition  has 
prompted  their  utilization  to  successful  ends. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1893,  Mr.  Hugg  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marj 
Hunker,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Catharine  (Rosker)  Hunker,  botli  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  America  forty-five  years  ago  settled 
in  St.  Charles,  Missouri.  They  afterward  became  residents  of  Westpoint,  Ne- 
braska, where  they  have  now  lived  for  forty  years.  For  an  extended  period  the 
father  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  he  has  been  an  official,  either  president 
or  vice  president,  of  banks  of  Westpoint  and  of  Humphrey,  but  is  now  living  retired, 
enjoying  a  rest  which  he  has  truly  earned  and  richh'  deserves,  his  labors  having 
brouglit  to  him  substantial  success.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugg  has  been  born  a  daugh- 
ter, Camilla.  wIionc  natal  day  was  July  3,  1895,  and  who  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school  with  the  class  of   1912. 

The  parents  are  members  of  St.  Francis  Catholic  Church  of  Humphrey  and  Mr. 
Hugg  is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  with  the  Catholic  Order 
of  Foresters,  both  of  Humphrey.  In  community  affairs  he  has  taken  a  most  active 
and  helpful  interest.  He  was  the  first  chief  of  the  fire  department  and  was  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  waterworks  for  the  town.  In  fact,  he  has  been  a  leader 
in  all  the  movements  which  have  resulted  beneficially  to  the  communitj'  and  his 
worth  as  a  public-spirited  citizen  is  widely  acknowledged.  He  is  working  all  the 
time  for  the  interests  of  the  to^vn  and  has  stimulated  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride. 
There  is  perhaps  no  one  who  has  done  more  for  Humphrey  or  who  deserves  wider 
recognition  as  a  valued  public  citizen  and  progressive  business  man. 


REV.  FLORENTIUS  KURZKR. 

Rev.  Florentius  Kurzer,  pastor  of  St.  Francis  Catholic  church  at  Humphrey,  was 
born  in  Sausdorf,  Silesia,  Austria,  December  18,  1857,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Hedwig 
(Koenig)  Kurzer,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  place.  The  father  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade  and  lived  and  died  in  Austria,  passing  away  in  1S97,  after  sur- 
viving his  wife  for  twenty  years. 

Father  Kurzer  acquired  his  early  education  in  a  monastery  at  Annaberg,  Prussia, 
and  afterward  went  to  ^^'arendorf,  Westphalia,  and  joined  the  Franciscan  Fathers 
in  1874.  Coming  to  America,  he  made  his  way  to  Effingham  county,  Illinois,  and 
continued  his  studies  at  Teutopolis,  where  he  remained  until  1878.  He  then  went 
to  Quincy,  Illinois,  where  he  studied  philosophy  in  the  Franciscan  monastery.  The 
year  1880  found  him  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  for  three  years  he  studied  the- 
ology. He  was  then  ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  1882  but  continued  his  studies 
for  a  year  thereafter,  and  in  1883  returned  to  Teutopolis,  Illinois,  where  he  became 
pastor  of  the  Altamont  and  St.  Elmo  parishes,  there  continuing  until  1887.  He 
next  went  to  Minnesota,  having  been  assigned  for  pastoral  duty  to  the  Chanhassen 
church,  with  which  he  was  actively  connected  until  1894. 

Father  Kurzer  then  took  charge  of  the  parish  at  St.  Bernard,  Nebraska,  where 
he  continued  until  1899,  when  he  entered  upon  his  labors  in  connection  with  the 
St.  Francis  church  at  Humphrey.  Here  he  has  remained  continuously  since,  save 
for  the  years   1909  and   1910,  which  he  spent  in  Quincy,   Illinois,  as  pastor  of  St. 


REV.    FLORENTIUS   KURZER 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY  25 

Francis  church.  Under  his  direction  the  parochial  school  was  built  in  Humphrey 
in  1905,  and  now  has  an  attendance  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  pupils.  The  school 
has  eight  grades,  together  with  a  commercial  course,  and  annual  commencement 
exercises  are  held.  There  are  two  hundred  and  fifty  families  represented  in  the 
church  and  the  work  of  the  church  is  in  excellent  condition.  The  new  monastery  was 
built  in  1912,  and  the  church  property  is  now  attractive  and  valuable.  St.  Francis 
has  the  largest  congregation  in  Nebraska,  outside  of  Omaha,  and  the  house  of  wor- 
ship is  a  magnificent  structure.  Under  the  guidance  of  Rev.  Florentius  Kurzer 
the  church  work  is  proving  a  far-reaching  influence  in  the  moral  development  and 
progress  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  is  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  wisely 
directing  the  interests  of  his  people  in  temporal  as  well  as  in  spiritual  ways. 


WILLIAM   BECKER. 


The  name  Becker  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  in  the  history  of 
Columbus  and  members  of  the  family  have  been  identified  with  the  business  inter- 
ests of  the  city  from  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  town  to  the  present,  a 
brother  of  our  subject,  John  P.  Becker,  being  one  of  the  original  colony,  com- 
posed of  thirteen  members,  who  founded  the  city  of  Columbus.  William  Becker 
was  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  July  20,  1842,  a  son  of  George  Philip  and  Elizalieth 
Rebecca  (Weis)  Becker,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, the  former  born  in  1804.  They  were  married  in  the  land  of  their  nativitv, 
whence  they  emigrated  to  the  new  world  in  1833  and  located  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
where  they  reared  their  family  and  spent  their  remaining  days,  the  father  passing 
away  in  1853,  while  the  mother,  surviving  for  many  years,  departed  this  life  in 
1888.  Their  family  included  John  P.  Becker,  who,  as  above  stated,  was  one  of 
thirteen  men  who  came  westward  from  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  founded  the  town  of 
Columbus,  Nebraska,  and  for  many  years  thereafter  he  was  identified  with  the 
various   business   and   public  interests   of  this   city   and  county. 

William  Becker  spent  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the  city  of  his 
nativity  and  there  completed  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  After  he  had 
attained  his  majority,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1863,  he  left  his  home  in  the  east 
and  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  to  join  his  brother  John  P.,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  tliree  years  spent  in  Omaha  and  St.  Louis,  he  has  been  a  continuous  resident 
here.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  embarked  in  the  shoe  business  and  later  formed 
a  partnersliip  with  his  brother  for  the  conduct  of  a  grocery  and  the  handling 
of  grain.  He  subsequently  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  alone  for  three  or 
four  years.  In  April,  1893,  he  was  elected  city  clerk  of  Columbus,  and  through 
reelection  has  continuously  filled  the  office  since  that  time.  His  long  retention 
in  the  position  is  the  best  evidence  of  his  efliciency  and  the  satisfaction  with  which 
he  is  serving  the  general  public. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1874,  in  this  city,  Mr.  Becker  was  married  to  Miss 
Sophia  E.  Reese,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Reese,  who  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany. 
Their   children   are   Anna   Elizabeth,   Carl   Albert   and   Paul  Arthur. 

In  politics  Mr.  Becker  is  a  democrat.  He  has  never  filled  any  public  office  with 
the   exception   of   the   one   in   which   he   is   now   serving.      He   is   a   member  of   the 
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Federated  church  and  fraternally  is  a  Modern  Woodman  of  America.  With  the 
exception  of  a  brief  jjeriod  his  residence  in  this  city  covers  more  than  a  half 
century  and  therefore  few  men  have  more  intimate  knowledge  of  its  history  or  of 
events  which  have  left  their  impress  upon  its  annals. 


FRED  HIGLER  RIPP. 
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land  and  engaged  in  farming  until  IBS 

.-,.      He  then  rem,.ved   to   Holt  county,  ^ 

he    preempted   land,    taking   up   his    ali 

iodr    tlurron.    Ii,-    and    his    wife   making 

place  their  home  until   1909,  when  the; 
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the  parents  of  twelve  children:  Anna. 

who  is  a  resident   of   Platte  Center;   H 

living  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Nebraska  ;   Ka 

te,  who  makes  her  home  in   ()lymi>ia.  V 

ington;  Mattie,  who  resides  in  Woodia 

wn.  Oregon;  Agnes,  of   Xiolirar.i,   Xebr 

William,   living  in   Cedar  Rapids.   Neb 

raska;   John,  who  is   a   rcsid.nt   of   S|u 

this    state;    Lizzie,    who    makes    her    h( 

.me    in    McMinnville,   Oreg<«i :    Jacob.    : 

in   Rosewater,   Nebraska;  Gertrude,   of 

■   Cedar   Rapids,  Nebraska;    Fred   High 

>g   tha 


this  review ;  and  Theodore,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months. 

Fred  H.  Ripp,  after  attending  the  district  scliools,  spent  three  years  as  a  higli- 
school  pupil  in  Stuart,  Nebraska,  after  which  b,'  worked  upon  the  home  farm  and 
at  carpenter  work  in  coimeetion  with  liis  fatli.r  until  li,-  att.iinrd  his  majority.  He 
then  became  a  rural  mail  carrier  on  Route  No.  1  out  of  Platte  Center,  having  charge 
of  that  route  for  three  years.  In  li)07  lie  married  and  removed  to  Columbus, 
where  he  followed  the  ear|)enter's  trade  mitil  the  fall  of  1908,  when  he  removed  to 
Cornlea  and  by  President  Taft  was  ap])ointed  postmaster,  filling  the  position  for 
two  years.  On  the  ex])ir.ition  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Columbus,  where  lie 
followed  the  earpeiiti  rs  trade.  In  1912  he  secured  the  agency  for  the  Singer 
sewing  machine,  whieli  he  holds  today  and  has  built  up  a  good  business  along  that 
line  in  Platte  county.  In  May,  1915,  he  removed  to  Tarnov  and  was  appointed  ■ 
postmaster  by  President  Wilson,  which  position  he  is  now  acceptably  filling.  He  j 
is  also  agent  for  the  Fremont  Creamery  &  Butter  Company,  while  his  wife  is 
local  manager  and  operator  for  the  Monroe  Independent  Telephone  Com|iany 
exchange  at  Tarnov. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1907,  Mr.  Ripp  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Josie 
L.  Clother,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Columbus,  July  2,  1887,  her  parents  being 
M.  E.  and  Mary  (Burke)  Clother.  The  father,  a  native  of  Saratoga  county.  New 
York,  and  an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  is  now  living  on  his  farm  at  Platte 
Center.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1903.  Mr.  and  ^Mrs.  Clother  were  the  parents  ; 
of  five  children,  as  follows:     Frank,  a  resident  of  Platte  Center;  Charles  and  John,  | 
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both  of  whom  are  deceased;  Mrs.  Josie  L.  Ripp;  and  Edward,  a  farmer  of  Bur- 
rows townsliip.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ripp  now  have  four  children,  namely:  Inez,  wlio 
was  born  November  ^8,  1908;  Malon,  whose  birth  occurred  in  January,  1910;  Mar- 
vin, whose  natal  year  was  1912;  and  Vern,  born  October  5,  191i.  They  lost  their 
first   born,   Ethleen,    who   died   at   the   age   of    fourteen    raontlis. 

•  The  p.nvnts  li„l,l  membership  in  St.  Muh-Hls  ( ■.•,tli..!ir  churil.  :,w]  Mr.  Ripp 
is  also  a  ni.iiibrr  ,if  the  Knights  of  CnlumlM.s.  His  |.(,lili, -il  ;,11.  uimik-,  is  given 
to  the  r<i)iil)lie.-iii  jiarty  and  it  speaks  well  inr  liini  tli/it  hi-,  t,  llnw  towiisin.  n  desired 
iiim  to  serve  in  the  position  of  postmaster,  to  which  he  was  appointed  under 
democratic    administration. 
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Episcopal  denomination  and  his  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  republican 
party.  His  death  resulted  from  typhoid  fever  in  the  year  1878.  It  was  in  1872 
that  he  wedded  Hannah  Granneman,  a  native  of  Osage  count}-,  Missouri,  born 
July  3,  1853.  Since  his  demise  she  has  become  the  wife  of  August  Nuetzman  and 
is  now  living  in  Columbus. 

Isaac  Brock  had  very  meager  educational  advantages,  but  improved  every 
opportunity  to  further  his  knowledge  and  by  reading  and  experience  has  become 
a  well  informed  man.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  providing  for  his  own  sup- 
port by  working  as  a  farm  hand  for  an  uncle  at  a  wage  of  thirteen  dollars  per 
month  through  the  summer  seasons,  while  in  the  winter  months  he  was  paid  but 
eight  dollars.  Five  years  were  spent  in  that  way,  after  which  he  removed  to  Colum- 
bus in  1896  and  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  until  May  9,  1898,  when  he  enlisted 
for  two  years'  service  in  the  Spanish-American  war  as  a  member  of  Company  K, 
First  Regiment  of  Nebraska  Volunteers.  With  his  command  he  went  to  the  Philip- 
pines and  took  part  in  the  skirmish  near  jNIalate  on  the  5th  of  August,  1898,  and 
in  the  battle  of  Manila  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month.  He  also  served  in  the 
Second  Philippine  Islands  Expedition,  and  becoming  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  was 
in  the  hospital  from  tlie  14th  of  October  to  the  12th  of  December,  1898,  after  which 
he  was  honorably  discharged  because  of  disability. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1899,  Mr.  Brock  returned  to  Columbus,  where  he  was 
employed  in  various  ways  for  four  years.  In  company  with  Fred  Ernst  he  then 
purchased  the  livery  business  of  Mr.  Randall  and  has  since  been  active  along  that 
line.     They  have  two  good  buildings  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  by  one  hundred 
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AUGUST   WAGNER. 


August  Wagner.  ] 
firm  of  Albert  &  ^^'at 
aration,  devotion  to  t 
professional  standard 
October   1,   1876.     H 


1867  they  '. 


::  at  the  bar  of  Columbus  as  the  junior  partner  in  the 
naiiud  that  distinction  which  follows  thorough  prep- 
jtiiin  to  tl;e  interests  of  c'ients  and  a  close  conformity  to  the  highest 
standards.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Cuming  county,  Nebraska, 
1876.  His  father,  John  Wagner,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in 
1  that  country  wedded  Kunie  Irlbach,  who  was  also  born  there.  In 
xiled  for  the  new  world  and  became  residents  of  Cuming  county,  Ne- 
braska, where  they  resided  for  twenty-three  years,  or  until  1890,  when  they 
established  their  home  at  Columbus.  The  father  served  as  assessor  of  Cuming 
county  for  more  than  twenty  years,  a  fact  which  indicates  his  thorough  capability 
and  imjiartialitv  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  was  also  a  director  of  the 
school  board  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  valued  citizens  of  that  district. 
He  died  in  the  year  1913. 

August  Wagner  was  a  youth  of  fourteen  when  the  family  came  to  Columbus, 
which  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  continuing  his  education  in  the  high  school  of 
Columbus,  from  wliich  in  due  time  he  was  graduated.  His  decision  concerning  a 
life  work  was  manifest  when  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Nebraska,  in  which  he  won  his  LL.  B.  degree  upon  graduation  with  the  class  of 
1900.  He  next  entered  the  law  office  of  A.  M.  Post,  with  whom  he  was  associated 
until  February,  1905,  at  which  date  he  entered  into  his  present  partnership  rela- 
tions, becoming  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Albert  &  Wagner.  He  is  an  able 
lawyer  who  carefully  prepares  his  cases  and  is  ready  to  meet  any  emergency.  In 
the  presentation  of  a  cause  his  arguments  are  strong  and  he  presents  point  after 
point  in  logical  sequence  so  that  all  may  follow  the  clear  course  of  his  reasoning 
to  its  ultimate  conclusion. 

There  is  an  interesting  military  chapter  in  the  life  record  of  Mr.  Wagner,  who 
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served  as  captain  of  Company  K,  of  the  First  Nebraska  National  Guard  for  four 
years  at  Columbus,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish-American  war  enlisted  as  a 
private,  continuing  in  the  service  from  the  27th  of  April,  1898,  to  the  iiSd  of 
August,  1899.  All  that  time  he  was  in  the  Philippines  and  he  participated  in  the 
engagements  at  Pasay,  August  5,  1898;  capture  of  Manila,  August  13;  aided  in 
suppressing  the  PhiUppino  insurrection  resulting  in  the  battle  of  Manila  February 
4th  and  5th,  1899;  the  battle  of  Mariquina,  February  17,  1899;  San  Mateo  River, 
on  the  22d  of  February;  Mariquina  on  the  6th  of  March;  San  Francisco  Del  Monte, 
March  25;  Meycanayan,  March  26;  Marillao,  March  27;  near  Marillao,  March  29; 
Guinquinto,  March  30;  and  the  capture  of  Malolos  on  the  31st  of  March,  1899. 
At  the  last  named  place  he  was  stricken  with  typhoid  fever,  was  sent  to  Manila 
and  later  invalided  home.  He  belongs  to  the  United  Spanish  War  Veterans  Asso- 
ciation and  was  department  commander  of  Nebraska  from  1912  to  1913. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  1905,  in  Columbus,  Mr.  Wagner  was  married  to  Miss 
Pearl  Elias,  a  daughter  of  Charles  F.  Elias,  of  this  city,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  a  son  and  two  daughters,  Milton,  Pearl  E.  and  Pauline  Fredrika. 

Mr.  Wagner  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  for  two 
years  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  while  since  1902  he  has  been  United 
States  referee  in  bankruptcy.  He  is  well  known  as  a  prominent  attorney,  while 
his  military  service  is  indicative  of  the  spirit  of  loyalty  which  he  manifests  in  all 
matters  vital  to  citizenship. 


WILLIAM  P.  BRAUN. 


William  P.  Braun,  a  general  merchant  of  Humphrey,  was  born  in  Grand 
Prairie  township,  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  November  9,  1881,  a  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Wieser)  Braun,  natives  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  of  Austria  respect- 
ively. The  father  followed  both  farming  and  merchandising  in  Wisconsin  until 
1871,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Grand  Prairie  township,  Platte  county, 
where  he  secured  a  homestead  and  afterward  obtained  a  timber  claim.  His  tracts 
were  just  as  they  came  from  the  hand  of  nature,  but  he  resolutely  undertook  the 
task  of  transforming  the  wild  land  into  productive  fields  and  brought  about  excel- 
lent results.  He  has  since  operated  his  farm  with  good  success  and  he  has  also 
conducted  a  flourishing  nursery  business  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  his  prosperity 
and  advancement  being  the  direct  result  of  his  energy,  perseverance  and  determina- 
tion. He  is  now  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  has  reached  the  age  of 
sixty-eight. 

William  P.  Braun  was  reared  and  educated  in  Grand  Prairie  township,  but  his 
school  privileges  were  limited  as  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  when  he  was  but 
twelve  years  of  age.  From  that  time  forward  he  depended  upon  his  own  resources 
for  a  living,  working  on  a  farm  for  his  father  and  others  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
two.  He  then  rented  land,  which  he  cultivated  for  two  years,  when  he  retired 
from  agricultural  pursuits  and  removed  to  Humphrey.  During  the  succeeding 
six  months  he  was  employed  in  a  general  store  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  engaged 
in  the  draying  business  for  a  year.  Still  later  he  established  a  restaurant,  which 
he  conducted  for  six  months  and  then  sold,  after  which  he  operated  a  delivery  busi- 
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ness  for  the  stores  for  six  months.  On  disposing  of  his  interests  of  that  character 
he  purchased  another  restaurant,  which  he  managed  for  six  months,  and  then  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Diers  Brothers,  general  merchants,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
five  years.  In  October,  1914,  he  joined  Joseph  Brockhaus  in  the  establishment  of  a 
general  store,  which  they  conducted  under  the  firm  style  of  Braun  &  Brockhaus 
until  Mr.  Braun  purchased  his  partner's  interest  and  has  since  been  alone.  He 
carries  a  large  stock  of  goods,  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  sale,  the  public  accordin 
him  both  patronage  and  respect  because  of  his  honorable  business  methods.  H 
also  operates   a   cream   station,  buying  cream,  butter  and  eggs. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  1903,  Mr.  Braun  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Barbara  German,  a  daughter  of  Frank  and  Elizabeth  German,  natives  of  Peoi 
Illinois.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  operated  land  in  Illinois  until 
1885,  when  he  came  to  Platte  county  and  again  purchased  land,  which  he  has  since 
owned  and  cultivated,  his  place  being  located  in  Grand  Prairie  township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Braun  have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  Christina,  Ray- 
mond, Leona,  Lucille,  Stella,  Laverna  and  William. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Braun  belongs  to  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  His  political  indorse- 
ment is  given  the  democratic  party,  but  he  has  neither  the  time  nor  the  inclination 
to  seek  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  efforts  upon  his  business  affairs, 
which  are  bringing  him  a  gratifying  measure  of  success. 


JOHN    GRAF,    Sr. 

John  Graf,  Sr.,  who  has  been  a  representative  resident  of  Columbus  for  almost 
four  decades,  has  held  the  office  of  county  clerk  since  1904.  and  in  that  connection 
has  made  a  most  creditable  and  highly  commendable  record.  ?Iis  birth  occurn d 
in  Germany  on  the  4.th  of  September,  1830,  his  parents  being  John  and  Thcr<  >.i 
(Heckli)  Graf,  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  ISf)!,  spending  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  in  Wisconsin.  The  father  passed  away  in  1889,  while  the  mother 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1896. 

John  Graf,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  was  but  four  years  of  age  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  new  world  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Sauk  Cit}',  Wisconsin,  while  subsequently  he  pursued  a  normal- 
school  course  at  Platteville,  that  state.  He  then  followed  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing in  Wisconsin  for  a  period  of  five  years,  or  until  187-1,  and  during  the  following 
three  years  held  a  position  in  /i  store  at  Sauk  City.  In  1876  he  came  to  Columbus, 
Nebraska,  and  after  teaching  school  in  this  county  for  one  term  embarked  in  busi- 
ness at  Columbus,  being  thus  successfully  engaa;ed  for  seven  years.  On  the  expi- 
ration of  that  period,  in  1884,  he  became  deputy  county  clerk  of  Platte  county, 
acting  in  that  capacity  until  1888,  He  was  then  again  engaged  in  business  at  Colum- 
bus for  four  years  and  in  1 897  was  chosen  deputy  county  clerk.  He  became  county 
clerk  in  1904,  in  which  office  he  has  served  continuously  since  in  a  most  satisfactory 
and  commendable  manner. 

On  the  nth  of  July,  1882,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr,  Graf  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Bader,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons,  namely:     John  T.,  who 
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was  born  in  I88i;  and  Edward  F.,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1890.  Both  are  residents 
of  Columbus.  i\Ir.  Graf  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy  and  frater- 
nally is  identified  with  the  Sons  of  Herman,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the 
Catholic  Knights  of  America.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church. 
During  the  long  period  of  his  residence  in  Columbus  he  has  gained  many  friends, 
having  won  the  warm  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 


GROVER  LONG. 

Grover  Long,  a  successful  young  attorney  of  Columbus,  has  here  practiced  his 
lirofession  as  junior  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Garlow  &  Long  since  July,  1910. 
His  birth  occurred  at  Ord,  Valley  county,  Nebraska,  on  the  4th  of  November, 
1887,  his  parents  being  William  D.  and  Phoebe  (Burnham)  Long,  the  former 
a  native  of  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Berrien  county, 
Michigan.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  St.  Paul,  Howard  county,  Nebraska, 
and  both  are  still  living.  In  18G1  William  D.  Long  offered  his  services  to  the 
L'nion,  joining  tlie  Third  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  and  remaining  with  that  com- 
mand until  wounded  in  an  engagement  at  Florida,  Missouri,  in  1862. 

Grover  Long  completed  a  high-school  course  in  his  native  towii  by  graduation 
in  190i  and  six  years  later  received  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  from  the  College  of  Law 
of  the  University  of  Nebraska  at  Lincoln.  In  July,  1910,  he  came  to  Columbus 
and  formed  a  jjartnership  with  C.  J.  Garlow,  a  distinguished  attorney  of  the  city, 
in  association  with  whom  he  has  since  practiced  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Gar- 
low &  Long.  An  excellent  presence,  an  earnest,  dignified  manner,  marked  strength 
of  character,  a  thorough  grasp  of  the  law,  and  the  ability  accurately  to  apply  its 
jjrineiples  are  factors  in  his  effectiveness  as  an  advocate.  He  is  also  identified 
with   business   interests  as   vice  president  of  the  S.   \'  G.  Company,  an   advertising 


On  the  10th  of  October,  1912,  in  Columbus,  Mr.  Long  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Gwendolyn  Garlow,  a  daughter  of  his  partner,  C.  J.  Garlow.  He  gives 
liis  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy,  is  a  Chapter  Mason  and  also  belongs  to 
ilie  Sons  of  Herman.  He  is  deservedly  popular  in  both  social  and  professional 
circles,  being  widely  recognized  as  a  young  man  of  ability,  promise  and  worth. 


LOSEKE  BROTHERS. 
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December,  1881,  and  the  latter  on  the  4th  of  March,  1886.  They  were  reared  in 
the  usual  manner  of  farm  lads,  attending  the  public  schools  in  the  acquirement 
of  their  education  and  spending  the  vacation  periods  in  work  in  the  fields.  They 
early  became  familiar  with  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  for  the 
crops  and  as  the  years  have  gone  on  they  have  continued  to  follow  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  They  have  a  well  developed  and  highly  improved  property  com- 
prising four  hundred  acres  of  land  which  was  given  to  them  by  their  father,  and 
they  have  brought  their  fields  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  1909,  Edward  G.  Loseke  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Emma  C.  Luers,  a  native  of  Platte  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  Luers, 
who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  They  have  become  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Lucile  E.,  Ellen  C.  and  Elaine  L.  E.  Gerhard  Loseke  was  mar- 
ried on  the  30th  of  March,  1910,  to  Miss  Alma  E.  Huntemann,  also  a  native  of 
Platte  county  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  Huntemann,  who  follows  farming  in  Sher- 
man township.  Their  children  are  also  three  in  number:  Raymond  J.,  Estella  L. 
and  Lorine  M.  The  two  families  attend  and  hold  membership  in  the  Lutheran 
church.  They  have  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  county,  where  they  have  always 
lived,  and  their  circle  of  friends  is  almost  coextensive  with  the  circle  of  their 
acquaintances. 


LOUIS  D.  DIERS. 


The  history  of  the  Diers  family  is  unique  in  that  there  are  eight  brothers  and 
sisters,  all  of  whom  are  connected  with  the  general  mercantile  interests  as  the 
owner  of  nine  different  stores  in  Nebraska.  Louis  D.  Diers  is  active  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  one  at  Humphrey  and  his  interests  there  constitute  one  of  the  leading 
mercantile  concerns  of  Platte  county.  The  spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress  actuate 
him  in  the  control  of  the  business  and,  moreover,  his  efforts  at  all  times  measure  up 
to  the  highest  standards  of  commercial  ethics. 

Louis  D.  Diers  was  born  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  November  9,  1869,  a  son  of 
Frederick  and  Catherine  (Stuifer)  Diers,  natives  of  Oldenburg,  German}-.  Com- 
ing to  America  in  1852,  they  settled  in  Clayton  county,  where  the  father  purchased 
land  on  the  Turkey  river.  Immediately  he  began  the  development  and  improve- 
ment of  a  farm,  which  he  continued  to  operate  with  success  until  1895.  He  brought 
his  fields  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  so  directed  his  efforts  that  substantial 
results  rewarded  him.  He  is  now  living  retired,  making  his  home  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Henry  Tangeman,  in  Gretna,  Nebraska.  His  wife  passed  away  Decem- 
ber 25,  1913,  and  her  death  was  the  occasion  of  deep  regret  to  her  husband,  her 
children  and  her  many  friends.  The  sons  and  daughters  in  this  family  are  John, 
Henry,   Herman,   Fred,  Anna,  William,   Louis   and  Caroline. 

As  previously  stated,  all  eight  are  connected  in  the  ownership  of  a  chain  of  nine 
stores  situated  at  various  points  in  Nebraska  and  conducted  under  the  firm  styles 
of  Diers  Brothers  and  of  Diers  Brothers  &  Company.  They  became  factors  in  the 
business  life  of  Humphrey  when  in  1902  they  purchased  the  P.  H.  Bender  store. 
They  have  since  erected  two  modern  brick  buildings,  two  stories  in  height,  one  of 
which  is  occupied  by  the  postoffice  and  the  other  utilized  for  the  conduct  of  their 
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mercantile  interests.  The  Diers  establishment  is  one  of  the  finest  stores  in  the 
county,  equipped  after  the  fashion  of  city  establislunents  and  carrying  a  very 
extensive  stocky  representing  the  latest  goods  of  domestic  and  foreign  manufacture. 
Louis  D.  Diers  is  in  charge  of  this  store  and  he  possesses  the  spleudid  business 
qualification  characteristic  of  the  family.  He  readily  discriminates  between  the 
essential  and  the  nonessential  and  while  his  career  has  never  been  characterized  by 
a  vaulting  ambition,  he  has  not  hesitated  to  venture  where  favoring  opportunity 
has  led  the  way.  In  connection  with  his  other  interests  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Humphrey. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  1891,  Mr.  Diers  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia 
Russell,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Russell.  The  father,  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  removed  to  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  at  an  early  period  in  the  development 
of  that  district  and  there  engaged  in  farming  until  1895,  but  is  now  making  his 
home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diers  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  his  wife  having 
passed  away  in  1910,  when  eighty-one  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diers  have 
but  one  child.  Vera  Mae,  aged  seventeen  years. 

The  family  are  very  prominent  socially  and  the  hospitality  of  their  home  is 
greatly  enjoyed  by  their  many  friends.  They  are  members  of  and  support  the 
German  Lutheran  church  and  Mr.  Diers  also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp 
and  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  In  politics  he  is  independent  but 
is  never  remiss  in  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  his  efforts  have  been  an  irtiportant 
element  in  advancing  public  progress.  He  served  for  six  years  as  a  member  of  the 
town  council,  was  also  on  the  school  board  for  six  years  and  for  a  number  of  years 
has  been  treasurer  of  the  fire  department.  He  is  fortunate  in  that  he  possesses 
the  character  and  ability  that  inspire  confidence  in  others,  and  the  simple  weight 
of  his  character  and  ability  have  carried  him  into  important  business  and  public 
relations. 


1198399 

JOHN  MOFFETT. 

John  Moffett  is  serving  for  the  sixth  year  as  mayor  of  Platte  Center  after  hav- 
ing filled  other  positions  of  public  trust  and  responsibility.  He  has  ever  clearly 
recognized  the  duties  and  obligations  as  well  as  the  privileges  of  citizenship  and  in 
his  present  position  has  used  his  official  prerogatives  to  further  many  plans  and 
measures  for  the  general  good.  At  the  same  time  he  is  widely  known  as  a  suc- 
cessful business  man,  being  active  in  the  field  of  real  estate  and  insurance.  He 
was  born  in  Williamstown,  New  Jersey,  August  11,  1858,  a  son  of  Charles  R.  and 
Anna  ALarie  (Downs)  Moffett.  Of  their  three  children  John  and  a  sister,  Miss 
Grace  Moffett,  are  yet  living.  The  family  ancestry  can  be  traced  back  directly, 
through  eleven  generations,  to  the  Jennens  family  of  England.  Six  generations 
have  been  residents  in  New  Jersey,  where  records  show  that  the  family  was  living 
in  1728.  John  Moil'ett  has  copies  of  family  and  other  records  back  through  seven 
generations  to  1667,  among  which  are  wills  wlierein  were  willed  away  negro  boys, 
great  coats,  best  hats,  etc.,  and  provincial  and  proclamation  money  prior  and  subse- 
quent to  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  1776. 

John  Moffett  acquired  a  common-school  education  and  in  the  year  1877  became 
a  resident  of  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  establishing  his  home  at  Columbus.     After  a 
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short  time,  liowever,  he  went  to  Fremont,  Nebraska,  where  he  remained  tor  a 
year  as  managrr  of  the  railroad  eating  house,  and  from  1881  until  188i  he  was 
employed  at  Alluoii.  N<l>raska.  In  the  latter  year  lie  eaiiie  to  Platte  Center,  where 
he  turned  his  att.  nlion  lo  the  lumber  trade,  in  whieli  he  was  engaged  until  1888, 
when  he  made  ills  initial  step  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  field.  He  largely 
handles  property  in  Boone,  Nance  and  Platte  counties  and  has  negotiated  many 
important  realty  transfers.  He  also  represents  five  of  the  old  line  insurance  com- 
panies and  that  branch  of  his  business  is  likewise  profitable.  At  the  present  time 
he  is  the  second  oliirst  re  .il-cstat.  dealer  in  Platte  county.  In  addition  to  his  other 
interests  he  is  a  larne  stockholder  and  the  president  of  the  Farmers  State  Bank  of 
Platte  Center  and  thus  figures  prominently  in  financial  circles.  He  is  also  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  and  owns  a  large  amount  of  land  in 
Platte  county. 

In  1881  Mr.  Mofifett  was  united  in  marriage  at  Columbus  to  Miss  Nellie  Glea- 
son,  a  daughter  of  John  Gleason,  who  was  one  of  the  old  pioneer  residents  of  tiiis 
part  of  the  state.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Moffett  is  a  stalwart  republican  and 
for  one  term  served  as  supervisor  when  the  comity  was  first  organized  into  districts. 
In  1907  he  was  a  candidate  for  county  judge  but  was  defeated  by  a  few  votes. 
For  six  successive  years  he  has  been  mayor  of  Platte  Center  and  is  the  present 
ineunibent  in  that  office,  making  an  excellent  record  by  the  prompt  and  able  manner 
in  which  lie  discharges  his  duties,  carefully  safeguarding  the  welfare  of  the  public. 
l"or  eight  or  nine  years  he  has  been  secretary  of  the  school  board  and  the  cause  ol' 
education  finds  in  him  a  stalwart  champion.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Catholic  church  and  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  lodge  at  Columbus. 
In  manner  he  is  quiet  and  unassuming,  but  sterling  [lersonal  worth  has  brought  him 
to  the  ii-ont.  Mm  have  come  to  know  that  he  can  be  depended  upon,  that  what 
he  prniiiis,  s  li  NviU  do  and  that  his  word  is  as  good  as  any  bond  solemnized  by  sig- 
jiatur,    or   s.al.      lie  is  well  liked  and  his  standing  in  the  community  is  high. 


JOHN  HENRY  WURDEMAN. 

John  Henrj'  Wurdeman,  a  retired  farmer  living  on  section  9,  Sherman  town- 
ship, is  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  Civil  war  -who  proudly  wears  the  little  bronze 
button  that  proclaims  him  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Through- 
out his  entire  life  he  has  manifested  the  same  spirit  of  loyalty  to  his  country 
which  he  displ.-.yi  d  «lu  ii  lu  followed  the  nation's  starry  banner  upon  the  battlefields 
of  till  south.  M  the  same  time  he  has  been  a  most  enterprising  and  progressive 
business  man.  aeeoinplishing  results  which  show  his  forcefulncss,  resourcefulness, 
industry,  and  capability.  He  was  born  in  Ahlhorn,  Oldenburg,  Germany,  Febru- 
ary I',',  Is.'iS.  .ind  has  therefore  passed  the  seventy-seventh  milestone  on  life's  jour- 
ney. His  fatiu  r,  l)i(drieli  Wurdeman,  was  a  farmer  of  Germany  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1871.  in  which  year  he  homesteaded  in  Sherman  township,  Platte 
county,  but  did  not  get  the  deed  to  the  land,  for  he  died  in  1872,  at  the  home 
his  son,  John  H.  He  was  married  three  times  and  John  Henry  Wurdeman  v 
one  of  the  two  children  born  of  the  first  marriage.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of 
the  Lutheran  church. 
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Mr.  Wurdeman,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  attended  school  in  Ger- 
many in  the  village  in  which  he  lived  and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  began  work  as 
a  farm  hand.  In  1860  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  for  six  months  worked  as 
a  farm  hand  at  a  wage  of  ten  dollars  per  month,  at  South  Grove,  De  Kalb  county, 
Illinois.  He  then  went  to  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  where  he  received  fourteen  dollars 
per  month  for  his  services,  but  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  put  aside  all  busi- 
ness and  personal  considerations  and,  responding  to  the  call  of  his  adopted  countrj^, 
enlisted  on  the  28th  of  August,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Thirty-ninth 
Illinois  Infantrj',  joining  the  command  at  Lindenwood,  Illinois.  He  entered  the 
service  as  a  private  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal.  He  veteranized 
on  the  5th  of  September,  186-i,  and  on  the  13th  of  October  of  the  same  year  was 
wounded,  after  which  he  carried  the  bullet  in  his  left  cheek  until  January  21,  1865. 
Plis  first  injury  was  sustained  at  Darby  town  Crossroads,  Virginia,  and  on  the  2d 
of  April,  1 865,  he  was  wounded  by  grape  shot  in  the  right  leg,  at  Fort  Gregg, 
Virginia.  Company  D  was  organized  at  Rochelle,  Illinois,  and  was  among  the 
first  to  be  assigned  for  active-  duty.  The  regiment  was  quartered  in  the  old  Repub- 
lican Wigwam  on  Market  street  in  Chicago,  and  the  company  was  the  first  to  meet 
the  advance  force  of  the  enemy  under  General  Stonewall  Jackson,  at  Bath,  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  3d  of  June,  1862,  entering  upon  the  engagement  without  preliminary 
skirmish  tactics.  They  were  again  and  again  upon  the  firing  line,  displa3nng  a  spirit 
of  courage  and  nobility,  and  at  the  expiration  of  their  three  years'  term,  three- 
fourths  of  the  company  recnlisted  as  veterans  at  Hilton  Head,  South  Carolina.  On 
being  first  mustered  in,  the  company  left  Chicago,  went  to  St.  Louis  and  thence 
proceeded  to  Hagerstown,  ^Maryland,  where  they  were  given  Springfield  rifles  and 
were  engaged  in  doing  guard  duty  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  They  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Winchester  on  the  2Sd  of  March,  1862,  against  Jackson, 
and  from  that  lime  on  were  again  and  again  on  active  duty  on  the  firing  line.  Mr. 
\\iirdenian  made  a  most  creditable  military  record  as  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier 
■iTi.l  lias  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  reputation  won  b)'  his  command. 

In  1866  he  went  to  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  engaged  in  clerking  in 
.1  store.  While  residing  there  he  was  married  and  in  March,  1869,  he  removed  to 
I'litte  county,  wliioh  was  then  a  western  frontier  district.  There  was  no  bridge 
(iM  r  lh(  Missouri  river  at  Omaha  and  the  fare  from  Omaha  to  Columbus  was  nine 
dollars  aiicl  sixty  eents.  Mr.  Wurdeman  secured  a  homestead  claim  of  one  hundred 
anil  sixty  acres  in  Sherman  township,  on  which  was  a  primitive  house,  half  sod 
anil  li.ilf  dugout.  He  was  among  the  first  settlers  to  penetrate  into  this  region  and 
there  was  little  evidence  of  development  and  improvement.  During  his  first  win- 
ter he  built  a  log  cabin  twelve  by  eighteen  feet,  hewing  the  logs  on  his  own  claim, 
and  during  the  first  three  years  he  used  an  ox  team  for  plowing.  As  time  p.issed 
ou  his  labors  wrought  a  marked  transformation  in  the  claim,  wliiiii  he  converted 
from  raw  prairie  into  richly  cultivated  and  productive  fields.  Starting  in  with  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  he  added  to  his  holdings  from  time  to  time  as  opportunity 
offered  and  his  financial  resources  increased.  He  had  eighty  acres  on  section  8, 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  on  section  9,  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 10,  forty  acres  on  section  15  and  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  section  16, 
Sherman  township,  together  with  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Staunton 
county,  Nebraska,  but  has  given  all  of  this  land  to  his  children.  The  various  tracts 
were  fine  farming  land,  the  soil  being  naturally  rich  and  productive,  and  in  addition 
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to  cultivating  liis  fields,  ]\Ir.  Wurdeman  engaged  extensively'  in  stock-raising  and 
did  much  to  improve  the  grade  of  stock  raised  in  the  county.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Maple  Valley  State  Bank  at  Leigh,  Nebraska,  and  when 
it  was  sold  to  the  First  National  he  became  vice  president  of  the  latter.  He  has 
always  been  a  most  active  and  progressive  man,  ready  to  meet  any  emergency  and 
carrying  forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he  has  undertaken.  His  well 
directed  efforts  have  found  visible  evidence  in  his  various  farm  properties  and  his 
indefatigable  industry  made  him  one  of  the  most  substantial  residents  of  the  county. 

On  the  M\  of  February,  1866,  at  Mayville,  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Wurdeman  was 
united  in  marriage  to  :Miss  Catharina  Margaretha  Wilke,  a  native  of  Oldenburg.  Ger- 
many, born  February  2,  1839,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Wilke,  who  was  a  landowner 
and  agriculturist  of  that  country.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  ^^'urdeman  are  the  parents  of  six 
children,  as  follows:  Rudolph  H.,  a  sketch  of  wlumi  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
work;  Louise,  the  wife  of  John  Ahrens,  who  is  also  represented  on  another  page  of 
this  volume;  Charles,  an  architect  of  Columbus;  Frank,  a  biography  of  whom  appears 
on  another  page  ;  Edward,  the  vice  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Columbus  ; 
and  Alma,  the  wife  of  Fred  Feye,  a  sketch  of  whom  is  given  on  another  page  of 
this  work. 

After  a  happy  married  life  of  almost  fifty  years  Mrs.  Wurdeman  passed  away 
October  17,  1915,  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  an  earnest 
Christian  and  was  always  ready  and  willing  to  aid  those  in  sickness  or  distress. 

Mr.  Wurdeman  was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  post  at  Creston  until  it  was 
discontinued  and  during  his  residence  in  Columbus  held  membership  with  the  post 
there.  He  retired  to  Columbus  in  1891,  and  tried  living  in  town  in  a  modern  resi- 
dence, but  preferring  rural  life,  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  now  makes  his  home 
on  section  9,  Sherman  township.  He  has  assisted  in  furthering  every  improvement 
of  the  township  and  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors. 
He  belongs  to  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  his  entire  life  has  been  guided  by 
high  and  honorable  principles,  making  him  a  man  worthy  of  the  esteem  and  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact.  His  life  has  indeed  been  well 
spent  and  furnishes  an  example  that  the  youth  of  the  present  generation  may  well 
follow,  for  his  record  proves  that  success  and  an  honored  name  may  be  won  simul- 
taneously. 


ANDERS  CHRISTLIN  ANDERSON. 

Anders  Christian  Anderson,  a  florist  of  Columbus  and  a  wholesale  dealer  in 
seeds,  has  through  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  his  business,  through  enterjirising 
methods  and  reliable  dealing  built  up  a  trade  which  is  now  extensive  and  gr,itif\iiig. 
returning  to  him  a  good  annual  income.  Mr.  Anderson  is  of  foreign  birth  although 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  new  world  from  early  boyhood.  A  native  of  Den- 
mark, he  was  born  at  Vordingborg,  February  14,  1860,  his  parents  being  Soren 
and  Marie  (Hanson)  Anderson.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
left  Denmark  in  1867,  accompani-d  by  his  family  and  established  his  home  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  where  he  rrmained  for  a  year.     He  then  removed  to  Wis 
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where  he  engaged  in  carpentering  and  in  (arming,  living  in  that  state, until  1876, 
when  he  came  to  Creston,  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  secured  a  claim,  devoting 
considerable  time  and  attention  to  the  development  of  his  land.  He  afterward 
removed  to  Kansas,  where  he  is  still  living  while  his  wife  died  in  1913. 

Anders  C.  Anderson,  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  six  children,  assisted  his  fatlier 
in  tlie  farm  work  from  his  boyhood  days,  but  in  1890,  when  about  thirty  years  of 
age,  resolved  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account  and  did  this  by  establishing 
a  mail  order  seed  business  at  Creston.  In  1900  he  removed  to  Columbus,  where  he 
established  greenhouses,  and  he  has  since  been  one  of  the  prominent  florists  and 
wholesale  dealers  in  seeds  in  this  part  of  the  country.  He  has  at  present  fifteen 
tliousand  square  feet  under  glass  and  his  property  covers  an  entire  city  block. 
He  sends  out  catalogues  every  spring,  giving  a  full  list  of  the  seeds  and  plants  which 
he  Ii.iiKlk-s,  more  than  six  thousand  of  these  catalogues  being  mailed  out  in  1915 
through  territory  including  every  state  in  the  Union.  He  now  makes  extensive 
shipments  and  has  won  a  well  earned  reputation  for  reliability  and  for  the  excel- 
lence of  the  product  which  he  handles.  He  also  grows  all  kinds  of  shrubs  and 
flowering  plants  and  as  a  florist  is  doing  a  good  business,  finding  a  ready  sale 
for  the   product  of  his  greenhouses. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1891,  at  Creston,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Anderson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ida  Friedrich,  a  daughter  of  Carl  August  Friedrich.  now 
deceased.  Her  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Saxony,  Germanj^  was  one  of  the  old- 
time  residents  of  Creston.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  become  the  parents  of 
five  children,  Frieda,  Alfred,  Oscar,  Herbert  and  Ronald. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  democrat  and  for  four  years  filled 
the  office  of  town  clerk  of  Creston.  He  belongs  to  the  Congregational  church 
and  is  interested  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  material  and  moral  progress 
of  the  community.  His  home  is  a  large  modern  brick  residence,  tastefully  and 
attractively  furnished,  and  its  warm-hearted  hospitality  is  one  of  its  most  pleasing 
features.  His  property  holdings  are  the  visible  evidence  of  his  life  of  well  directed 
tlirift  and  enterprise,  resulting  in  the  attainment  of  well  merited  success. 


JOHN  WILLIAM   BENDER. 

Prominent  among  the  enterprising,  energetic  and  progressive  citizens  of  Platte 
county  is  John  William  Bender,  a  well  known  capitalist  who  is  proprietor  of  the 
Poland  China  Breeding  Farm  of  Humphrey  township.  He  has  been  actively  con- 
nected with  public  affairs,  at  one  time  serving  as  a  member  of  the  state  legislature, 
and  lie  has  done  much  to  mold  public  thought  and  action  in  his  community.  Never 
neglectful  of  opportunity,  he  has  utilized  every  advantage  to  further  individual 
success  and  the  public  welfare  and  his  course,  at  all  times  honorable  and  upright, 
has  won  for  him  high  regard. 

Mr.  Bender  was  bom  in  Henry,  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  May  II,  18,58,  a 
son  of  Peter  and  Catharine  (Mallmann)  Bender,  of  whom  mention  is  made  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  His  youthful  days  were  spent  in  his  parents'  home 
and  to  his  father  he  gave  the  benefit  of  his  services  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-six   years    save    for   the   period   when    he   was   acquiring  his   education   as   a 
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pajjil  in  tlie  public  schools  of  Henry,  Illinois.  AftiT  attaining  his  majority  he 
married  and  for  one  year  rented  land  from  his  father  in  ^Marshall  county,  Illinois. 

In  1883,  however,  Mr.  Bender  arrived  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  taking  up 
his  abode  in  Humphrey  toivnship  on  land  which  his  father  owned.  Later  he  re- 
ceived eighty  acres  as  a  gift  from  hi',  fatlu  r.  tlie  jilace  being  located  on  section  22. 
Thereon  he  resided  for  a  quartn-  ui  a  ri  iitury  and  to  his  original  tract  he  added 
from  time  to  time  as  his  financial  lasDurc.s  incrrastd  until  he  became  one  of  the 
extensive  landowners  of  the  county,  liis  possessions  aggregating  nine  hundred  acres 
of  well  improved  land.  He  has  one  hundred  acres  in  his  home  place  and  this  he 
personally  cultivates,  while  the  remainder  of  his  land  is  being  operated  bj'  his  sons. 
He  continued  to  rrsiil,  tlirr,  until  the  spring  of  1910,  when  he  removed  to  Humph- 
rey, sini-i'  \ilii(li  tiiiK  li(  lias  iKi  uiiii  il  a  home  that  stands  in  the  midst  of  five  acres 
of  grouiiil  \vitliin  the  eorporati  liuiits  of  the  town.  Of  his  nine  hundred  acres 
he  has  five  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Platte  county  and  the  remainder  in  Boone 
county,  Nebraska.  While  upon  his  farm  he  bred  and  raised  full  blooded  Poland 
China  hogs  and  his  old  homestead  is  known  as  the  Poland  China  Breeding  Farm. 
It  is  still  the  ]n-(iprrty  of  ^fr.  Bender  but  is  now  briii.a'  conducted  by  his  son  Simon. 
Mr.  Bender  sev\((l  as  aduiinistratov  of  his  fatlur's  estatr  and  is  widely  recognized 
as  a  resourceful,  lapahh  luisiiuss  man,  ready  to  nint  any  emergency  and  quickly 
recognizing  at  all  times  the  possibilities  and  opportuuitii  s  wliich  continually  arise 
in  the  business  world.  He  helped  to  organize  the  First  National  Bank  of  Humphrey 
and  from  the  beginning  has  served  as  its  vice  president.  He  owns  valuable  prop- 
erty in  the  town  and  in  all  of  his  business  affairs  has  readily  discriminated  between 
the  essential  and  the  non-essential,  utilizing  the  former  quickly  and  effectively  in 
the  attainment  of  success. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  18SK  Mr.  Bender  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Mary  Wunder,  a  daughter  of  Simon  and  Paulina  ( Yoeco )  Wundrr.  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  18;-56 
and  located  in  :\Iarshall  county,  Illinois,  where  he  ])urel,ased  land  and  became  a 
well-to-do  agriculturist,  jjassing  away  on  his  farm  in  that  county.  His  widow  later 
took  up  her  abode  in  Henry,  Illinois,  where  her  demise  occurred.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bender  have  been  born  the  following  children:  Paulina  Eva,  whose  birth 
occurred  May  28,  1885,  and  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Charles  P.  Pfeifer, 
the  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Humphrey,  by  whom  she  now 
has  four  children— Jerome  W..  Angela  Marie,  Elmer  and  Violet;  Simon  Peter,  who 
was  born  October  2,  1SS7.  lives  on  the  home  farm  in  Humphrey  township  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Sabina  Abler,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Eugene  (deceased)  and 
:\Iildren  Marie;  Catharine  Cecelia,  who  was  born  :\Iareh  2,  1890,  and  became  the 
wife  of  James  Caldwell,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Nebraska,  who  cultivates  her  fathers 
half  section  in  Boone  county  and  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Esther  Marie;  John 
Frederick,  who  was  born  April  29,  1892,  and  is  associated  in  farming  with  his 
brother  Simon;  Lewis  Stephen,  whose  birth  occured  July  30,  1894;  and  Jerome 
William,  born  October  18,  1896.  The  two  last  named  are  still  under  the  parental 
roof. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  ^Ir.  Bender  has  been  ,a 
stalwart  democrat.  He  and  all  of  his  family  are  members  of  St.  Francis  Catholic 
church  of  Humphrey  and  he  belongs  to  St.  Joseph's  Glen's  Society  of  that  church. 
His  son  Simon  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  of  Humphrey.     John 
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W.  Bender  lias  also  been  a  very  prominent  figure  in  political  circles  and  lias  again 
and  again  been  called  to  public  office.  For  two  years  he  served  as  road  supervisor, 
for  five  years  as  assessor  of  Humphrey  township,  for  four  years  as  township 
treasurer  and  is  now  serving  for  the  sixth  year  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  for  the 
third  year  as  police  jiidsje.  He  lias  been  a  member  of  the  democratic  central  com- 
mittee for  eight  yiiis  md  i^  the  present  incumbent  in  that  office.  He  has  twice 
been  elected  to  tin  stit.  I,  ^isl.iturc — first  in  1903  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of 
D.  A.  Becher.  \vliil,>  in  l!)lll  lir  was  elected  for  the  full  term  of  two  years,  con- 
tinuing a  iiHiiilur  llir.-u-li  l!)o:.  .ind  1 !)()(;.  His  public  r.cord  is  one  which  reflects 
credit  aiul   hoiicir  u|ion  liiiii  ami   uimu.  tlir  roniinuuity   which  has  called  him  to  office. 
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JUDGE  I.  L.  ALBERT. 


As  lawyer  and  Lawmaker,  I.  L.  Albert  has  1,  ft  tl,r  iir.pr.ss  <,t  Ms  indivi.lualily 
upon  the  history  of  the  state  and  his  n;nii>  is  assdei.aril  with  vaviou-  ]ir('i;i-i  ssi\  ( 
measures   which"  h.ive  had   to  do  with   advaiuin-   public  standard..      H,    is   a    nalivr 

natives  of  Ckarfiekl  county.  The  family  comes  uf  Saxon  Cierman  ancestry  Imt 
in  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  lines  the  ancestors  of  I.  L.  Albert  were  repre- 
sented in  the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  On  the  maternal 
side  h.e  comes  of  a  family  of  clergj^men. 

In  the  year  1876  Judge  Albert  left  his  native  state  and  took  u]?  his  home  in 
Iowa.  Hegraduated  from  Leandcr  Clark  College  at  Toledo.  Iowa,  in  1884,  but 
had  pursued  the  study  of  law  during  his  college  course,  so  that  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  1881,  three  years  from  his  graduation.  He  moved  to  Albion,  Nebraska, 
in  1887,  where  he  soon  built  up  a  large  practice.  In  1890  he  located  in  Columbus, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  county  attornev  of  Platte  county  from  January. 
1891.  until  January,  1893.  He  became  judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district  of 
the  state  by  popular  election  in  1898  and  was  mad,  a  in.  ni!.,r  of  the  supnin.- 
court  commission,  serving  in  that  capacity  from  March.  HiOl.  until  March,  1SHI7. 
His  fellow  townsmen  were  still  loath  to  dispense  with  his  |)\iblic  service  and  again 
he  was  called  to  office,  being  elected  a  member  of  the  NMniska  senate  in  1911.  He 
is  the  author  of  the  Nebraska  bank  guarantee  law  and  what  is  known  as  the  Albert 
law  for  the  suppression  of  houses  of  prostitution.  His  name  is  also  connected 
with  other  important  legislative  measures  which  have  found  their  way  to  the 
statute  books  of  the  slate  during  the  last  four  years. 

His  former  wife,  Mary,  was  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Eliza  Meldrum,  a  native 
of  Canada,  and  the  mother  of  four  of  his  children:  Daniel,  decea.sed ;  Robert  M. ; 
Frederick  C. ;  and  Mary  M.  She  died  in  1899.  Later  he  married  Miss  Jean  B. 
Powley,  also  a  native  of  Canada  and  a  daughter  of  John  Powley.  The  children 
of  this  union  are  Ruth  J.,  Warren  G.  and  I.  I,.,  Jr.  The  religious  faith  of  the 
family  is  that  of  the  :Methodist  church. 

.Judge  Albert  has  affiliated  with  the  democratic  party  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
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but  is  strongly  inclined  to  the  Hamiltonian  theory  of  government.  He  makes  a 
close  and  discriminating  study  of  all  questions  which  come  up  for  settlement 
regarding  community,  state  or  national  affairs,  and  he  does  not  hesitate  to  express 
his  firm  convictions  upon  any  significant  and  vital  question.  He  is  widely  known 
as  a  strong  jury  lawyer,  very  successful  in  trying  eases  before  the  court,  where 
his  resourcefulness  and  logic  constitute  the  potent  forces  which  have  won  liim  a 
place  at  the  bar. 

i  from  a  family  of  scholars.  His  ability  and  brilliancy  gave 
.  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  legal  profession  of  Nebraska. 
Many  of  his  opinions  while  he  served  on  the  supreme  court  commission  of  Nebraska 
were  chosen  by  c.inipikrs  of  the  leading  cases  in  the  United  States  and  may  be 
found  in  varicuis  ri|)()its  t'ontaining  select  cases.  His  opinions  are  known  for  their 
profound  logic  aiul  ek.iriK  .ss.     His  pleadings,  briefs  and  opinions  are  clean  cut  and 
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which  is  always  based 
theory  until  the  facts 
al  lawyer  it  is  evident 
'ers  is  to  ascertain  the 
ipport  their  cases  wi 


1  of  a  case  Judge  Albert  has  but  one  theory 
upon  the  underlying  principle  of  law.  He  never  changes  h 
are  changed.  In  the  light  of  his  remarkable  success  as  a  t 
that  he  has  a  keen  conception  of  the  law.  His  advice  to  \a\ 
equities  of  their  clients  and  they  will  have  little  trouble  to 
authorities. 

Clever,  witty,  energetic,  courageous  and  gene] 
charming   companion.      His   word    is   good   with   h 
courts.     He  is  a  philosopher  of  the  old  school.     H< 
the   basis   of  truth.      When   he  ventures   an   opinion  on 
knows  that  his  judgment  is  free  from  bias  and  prejudi 
mon  knowledge  among  all  who  know  him  that  he  deals  fairly 
tween  men. 

Judge  Albert  is  a  friend  in  the  best  and  noblest  sense  of  the  word.  With  him 
friendship  means  more  than  lip  service.  He  will  make  personal  sacrifices  to  aid 
his  friends,  many  of  whom  have  been  placed  under  grateful  and  lasting  obligations 
to  him.  He  is  a  deep  thinker,  and  a  student  of  philosophy,  morality  and  religion. 
He  commands  respect  for  his  views  on  these  subjects.  He  is  a  strong  believer  in 
the  Christian  faith.  His  true  character  is  reflected  in  his  home  life,  where  he  is  a 
loved  and  respected  husband  and  parent. 
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NICHOLAS  BLA.se R. 


Nicholas  Blaser  is  now  living  retired  after  an  active  business  career  devoted  to 
farming  and  contracting.  His  rest  is  well  merited,  being  the  reward  of  persistent, 
earnest  labor,  and  his  life  record  shows  what  may  be  accomplished  through  close 
application  and  indefatigable  effort.  A  native  of  Switzerland,  he  was  born  in  Can- 
ton Bern,  in  March,  1841,  and  there  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Swiss  army  for  four 
years,  being  promoted  to  one  of  the  officers  of  his  company.  When  the'  term  of  his 
military  service  had  expired  he  made  a  tour  of  France,  England  and  Germany, 
but  remained  in  Switzerland  until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  came  with  his  wife 
to  the  new  world  in   1867  and  settled  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska.     After  about  six 
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months,  liowever,  he  retraced  his  steps  eastward  and  settled  in  Aurora,  Illinois, 
where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  and  also  engaged  in  contracting,  continu- 
ing in  business  at  that  place  for  two  years. 

On  the  expiration  of  that  period  Mr.  Blaser  and  his  brother,  John,  returned 
to  Platte  county  and  took  up  a  homestead  of  eighty  acres  in  Loup  townshijD.  Later 
the}'  purchased  other  land,  for  which  they  paid  from  four  to  six  dollars  per  acre, 
and  Nicholas  Blaser  was  then  engaged  in  general  farming  until  1899,  when  he 
came  to  Columbus  and  resumed  work  at  the  carpenter's  trade  as  a  contractor,  de- 
voting most  of  his  attention  to  bridge  building  and  similar  work.  It  was  not  long 
before  he  was  accorded  a  liberal  patronage  and  he  continued  to  be  active  in  that 
om  business  life. 

Ir.  Blaser  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza 
They  Iiad  traveled  life's  journey  together  for 
.rated  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Blaser  on  the  13th 
■nts  of  eight  children:  Nicholas,  who  resides  in 
us  township,  Platte  county;  John,  who  follows 
ship ;  Frank,  a  farmer  of  Columbus 
]\Iichael,  a  farmer  of  Butler  township;  Henry,  a  resident  farmer  of  Dm 
who  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  Butler  township ;  and  Em 
Oplicker  of  Butler  township. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Blaser  is  a  republican  and  ser' 
supervisors  of  Loup  township.     He  also  filled  the  position  of  as: 
been  most  loyal  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.     He  is  a  member 
man  Reformed  church  and  has  guided  his  life  according  to  its  teachings,  his 
at  all  times  being  upright  and  honorable  and  winning  for  him  high  regard. 
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RUDOLPH  H.  WURDEMAN. 

Rudolph  H.  Wurdeman  is  engaged  in  general  farming  on  section  10,  Sherman 
townsliij),  and  finds  this  occupation  a  profitable  one  owing  to  his  intelligently 
directed  efforts.  A  native  of  Wisconsin,  he  was  born  in  Mayville,  Dodge  county, 
November  26,  1866,  and  during  his  early  boyhood  was  brought  to  Nebraska  and 
pursued  his  education  in  school  district  No.  23,  in  Sherman  township,  Platte 
county.  He  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  began  farming  on  his  own  account  on  section  10,  Sherman  township,  where  he 
has  lived  continuously  since  1869,  or  for  a  period  of  forty-seven  years.  He  has  seen 
wonderful  changes  in  the  county,  which  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Wurdeman 
family  was  largely  an  undeveloped  district.  The  labors  of  the  family  have  con- 
tributed to  the  pioneer  development  and  agricultural  progress  of  the  county.  For 
a  long  period  Rudolph  H.  Wurdeman  has  been  numbered  among  the  active  and 
representative  farmers  of  Sherman  township,  where  he  owns  three  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  valuable  land  in  the  home  place  and  eighty  acres  on  section  5  of 
the  same  township.  He  has  made  about  one  half  of  the  improvements  upon  his 
farm  in  the  way  of  buildings,  and  at  all  times  he  keeps  his  land  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  his  fields  producing  excellent  crops  of  corn,  wheat  and  other  cereals. 

Mr.  Wurdeman  is  also  engaged  extensively  in  feeding  and  shipping  stock.     He 
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keeps  a  large  herd  of  cattle  and  specializes  in  the  Aberdeen  Angus  breed.  Into 
other  lines  he  has  extended  his  business  activity  and  several  important  concerns 
have  felt  the  stimulus  of  his  enterprise  and  co-operation.  For  a  time  lie  was  the 
vice  president  of  the  Maple  Valley  State  Bank  at  Leigh  but  resigned  when  it 
consolidated  with  another  bank.  He  is  still  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Union 
Elevator  Company  and  in  the  telephone  company  at  Columbus,  which  he  helped 
to  organize.     He  is  likewise  identified  with  the  Farmers  Union. 

On  May  31,  1889,  Mr.  Wurdeman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Hagcl- 
man,  who  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  in  1868,  a  daughter  of  Gerhard  and 
Cording  Hagelman,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  place.  In  the  year  1878 
they  arrived  in  Wisconsin  and  afterward  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where 
Mr.  Hagelman  still  lives  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  but  his  wife  is  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wurdeman  have  become  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Henry,  wlio 
is  married  and  has  one  child  and  who  still  lives  upon  the  home  farm;  Ernst;  Rein- 
hold;  Elsie;  Walter;  Olga ;  Louis;  and  Ewald. 

Mr.  Wurdeman  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles,  holding  membership  with  the 
Modern  Woodmen  camp,  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  and  the  United  Workmen  lodge,  all 
at  Leigh.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which  liis  wife 
and  family  also  belong.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  republican  and  for  sis 
years  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  .discharging  his  duties  with  promptness 
and  impartiality.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  Platte  county, 
and  he  is  one  of  its  worthy  and  honored  pioneer  settlers,  its  history  in  all  of  its 
varying  phases  being  familiar  to  him,  so  that  his  memory  forms  a  connecting  link 
between  the  primitive  past  and  the  progressive  present. 


OTTO  F.  WALTER. 

Otto  F.  Walter,  now  serving  as  county  attorney  of  Platte  coimty,  is  a  promiiuiit 
young  lawyer  of  Columbus  who  has  already  won  enviable  recognition  in  his  chosen 
calling.  His  birth  occurred  in  Aurora,  Illinois,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1890.  his 
parents  being  William  John  and  Anna  Marie  (Fasolt)  Walter,  the  former  born  in 
Wickliffc.  Kentucky,  July  2,  1859,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Dixon,  Illinois.  Tluir 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  Amboy,  Illinois,  and  the  mother  of  our  subject  jjasstd 
away  in  1904.  A  complete  sketch  of  William  J.  Walter,  who  came  to  Columbus  in 
1905  and  is  the  president  of  the  Columbus  Brewing  Company,  appears  on  aiiotin  i 
page  of  this  work. 

Otto  F.  Walter  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Anr.na 
Illinois,  and  Columbus.  Nebraska,  and  in  1911  was  graduated  from  the  acadeniu 
department  of  the  University  of  Xel.raski  at  Lincoln.  In  191S  he  was  graduated 
from  the  law  dej^artnii  nt  ol  llir  sanu  institntioi!.  tliough  lie  had  spent  tlie  preceding 
year  as  a  student  in  the  law  ae|)artnient  of  Chicago  University.  He  has  already 
won  recognition  and  success  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  in  Novemb 
1914,  was  elected  on  the  democratic  ticket  to  the  office  of  county  attorney  of  Platte 
county.  In  this  connection  he  is  making  a  most  creditable  record,  justifying  the 
expectations  of  his  constituents  in  the  able  discharge  of  his  important  duties. 

While   a    student   in    the    University   of   Nebraska.   Mr.    Walter   was   a   memberi 
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of  the  Cadets  Battalion.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  church  and  frater- 
nally is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  High  principles  of  manhood  actuate  him  in  all  life's  relations  and 
his  genuine  worth  of  character  has  gained  for  him  the  warm  regard,  goodwill  and 
respect  of  those  who  know  him. 


HENRY   J.    BACKES. 

Henry  J.  Backes  is  proprietor  of  the  famous  Humphre, 
throughout  Nebraska  and  in  other  states.  In  this  connection  he  is  conducting  an 
extensive  and  profitable  business,  constituting  one  of  the  important  enterprises  of 
Platte  county.  He  has  lived  in  this  county  from  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Lake  county,  Indiana,  April  14,  1872,  his  parents  being 
Peter  and  Gertrude  Backes,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germanj'.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in  1850  came  to  the  new  world  with  his  parents, 
settling  at  Crown  Point,  Indiana.  The  lady  whom  he  afterward  wedded  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  her  parents  when  but  two  years  of  age  and  both 
Peter  and  Gertrude  Backes  were  reared  and  educated  at  Crown  Point,  where 
their  marriage  was  also  celebrated.  In  188(3  they  arrived  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska, 
settling  at  Humphrey,  where  Mr.  Backes  carried  on  farming  until  1914.  He 
then  retired  from  active  business  life  and  removed  to  Lindsay,  where  he  and  his 
wife  now  make  their  home. 

At  the  usual  age  Henry  J.  Backes  became  a  public-school  pupil  and  for  two 
years  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  normal  school  at  Fremont,  Nebraska.  He  then 
remained  at  home  until  he  attaiiK d  liis  in.ii<irity.  after  which  he  engaged  in  the 
nursery  business  as  an  employr  .if  1).  \V.  Siliatt.  who  at  that  time  was  con- 
nected with  the  Geneva  Nursery.  .'\Ir.  B.ukes  spmt  tiirce  years  in  tiiat  way,  after 
which  he  worked  on  contract  with  the  Geneva  Nursery  for  eight  years,  maintaining 
his  headquarters  at  Humphrey  throughout  the  entire  period.  In  I901  he  bought 
out  the  nursery  business  of  P.  McKillip  and  assumed  charge  thereof.  It  was  the 
.small  beginning  of  a  big  business,  however,  for  at  that  time  lie  had  but  five  acres. 
The  succeeding  year  he  bought  the  eighty  acre  tract  u|)(in  which  lie  now  resides 
and  where  he  maintains  his  nursery,  having  erected  fine  buildings  upon  tlie  place 
for  this  special  purpose.  He  now  cultivates  a  full  and  complete  line  of  nursery 
stock  of  every  kind,  which  is  sold  by  traveling  salesmen  and  by  catalog.  He  uses 
sixty-five  acres  for  the  growth  of  trees  and  in  1915  had  five  hundred  thousand 
young  apple  trees  ready  for  market.  There  are  very  few  nurseries  located  on 
what  is  known  as  upland,  but  the  Humphrey  nurseries  are  so  situated  and  have 
proven  that  the  upland  gives  better  quality  of  stock,  although  it  costs  more  to 
raise  the  stock,  which,  however,  is  of  a  hardier  and  sounder  growth.  Mr.  Backes 
grows  all  of  his  trees  on  upland  on  a  divide  between  the  Platte  and  Elkhorn 
rivers  at  an  altitude  of  sixteen  hundred  and  forty  feet  above  sea  level.  He  has 
built  up  an  extensive  nursery  business,  his  stock  being  now  widely  shipped,  and 
he  has  gained  a  most  enviable  reputation  in  this  connection.  In  1905  he  extended 
his  activities  to  include  the  raising  of  registered  Holstein-Friesian  cattle  and  today 
sells  to  the  farmer  for  breeding  purposes.     In   1912  he  began  breeding  Tamworth 
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hogs  and  has  one  of  only  two  herds  of  these  hogs  in  Nebraska.  He  also  has  upon 
his  farm  a  six  year  old  stallion,  "Shade  On  Maulden,"  sired  by  the  famous  "Shade 
On,"  with  the  record  of  2. 081/4-  Mr.  Backes  is  today  one  of  the  prominent  stockmen 
of  western  Nebraska  and  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  successful  nurserymen 
of  the  state.  In  addition  to  his  home  place  he  owns  four  hundred  and  eigiity 
acres  of  land  near   Osmond,   Nebraska,   which  he  rents. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1898,  Mr.  Backes  was  married  to  Miss  Millie  Biller- 
beck,  a  daughter  of  Henry  J.  and  Wilhelmina  (Crossman)  Billerbeck,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  When  eiglitcen  years  of  age  Mrs.  Billerbeck 
came  to  America.  On  crossing  the  Atlantic  Mr.  Billerbeck  settled  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  and  later  removed  to  Freeport,  Illinois,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm 
hand,  but  afterward  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  again  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1885  he  arrived  in  Nebraska  and  established  a  hardware  and  implement  business 
at  Pierce,  while  today  he  is  actively  engaged  in  business  at  Osmond.  His  wife  died 
in  Humphrey  in  January,  1899.  ^Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Backes  have  become  the  parents 
of  two  ciiildrcn:  Laura,  who  was  born  October  13,  1902,  and  is  a  student  in  the 
high  school ;  and  Agnes,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  two  years.  The  parents 
and  daughter  are  members  of  the  Catholic  cluirch  at  Humphrey  and  in  politics  Mr. 
Backes  is  a  republican.  The  family  are  well  known  socially  and  the  hospitality  of 
llicir  home  is  extended  to  their  many  friends. 


JAMES  GRAHAM   REEDER. 

James  Graham  Reeder,  for  almost  a  third  of  a  century  a  member  of  the  bar  of 
Columbus,  to  whom  has  come  distinguislitd  honors  and  success  in  connection  with 
the  profession,  was  born  upon  a  farm  in  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  18, 
1858.  The  ancestral  line  is  traced  back  to  John  Reeder,  who  came  from  England 
in  1634  and  founded  the  family  in  the  new  world.  The  paternal  grandfather. 
Job  Reeder,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  in  that  state,  Samuel  Galloway 
Reeder,  the  father,  was  born,  his  natal  place  being  Erie  county.  He  made  farming 
his  life  work.  In  Erie  county  he  wedded  Lydia  Ann  Ciraham,  who  was  born  in 
County  Cavan,  Ireland,  and  was  brought  to  the  United  States,  during  her  infancy. 
Both  passed  away  some  years  ago. 

The  usual  experiences  of  the  farm  boy  fell  to  the  lot  of  James  G.  Reeder  in  the  j 
period  of  his  youth.  He  worked  on  the  farm  during  vacations  and  in  the  public 
schools  pursued  his  education  until  he  became  a  student  in  tlie  .State  Normal 
School.  He  also  attended  Allegheny  College  at  M,  .ulvill,-.  I'.nnsyh  ania.  and  in 
1880  he  went  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  where  he  studied  law.  being  admitted  to  the 
bar  there  in  1882.  The  following  year  he  came  to  Columbus,  where  he  opened  a 
law  office  and  has  since  engaged  in  practice.  In  1894  he  was  elected  judge  of 
the  sixth  judicial  district  and  served  upon  the  bench  for  four  years,  making  a 
creditable  record  by  the  fairness  and  impartiality  of  his  decisions.  He  possesses 
that  broad  mindedness  which  not  only  comprehends  the  details  of  the  situation 
clearly  but  which  insures  a  complete  self  control  under  even  the  most  exasperating 
conditions.  He  possesses  also  a  finely  balanced  mind  and  splendid  intellectual 
attainments  and  thus  he  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  prominent  lawyer  and  jurist. 
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111  May.  1887,  Judge  Reeder  was  married  in  California  to  Miss  Lillian  Smith, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  C.  Smith,  deceased,  and  they  have  four  children:  Clara  S., 
George  S.,  Lucille  H.  and  Marian  Graham.  The  son,  who  married  Hazel  Perrin, 
of  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  now  resides  at  Rogers,  Arkansas. 

Judge  Reeder  was  at  one  time  connected  with  the  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  but  has  demitted.  as  lu-  lias  from  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  still 
retains  connection  with  Masonry.  li<.w.v(  r.  luing  now  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason  and 
a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  political  indorsement  is  given  to  the  repub- 
lican party  and  upon  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  he  keeps  well  informed, 
studying  all  points  relative  to  the  general  welfare  most  thoroughly.  He  never 
regards  lightly  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  his  official  service  upon  the  bench 
was  discharged  with  the  utmost  sense  of  conscientious  obligation. 


FRANK  J.  HUTMACHER. 

Frank  J.  Hutmacher  is  the  proprietor  of  the  electric  light  plant  at  HumjDlirey 
and  in  his  management  of  this  public  utility  is  giving  excellent  service  to  his 
patrons,  displaying  marked  ability  in  the  control  of  the  business.  Germany  has 
furnished  many  worthy  citizens  to  Platte  county  and  among  these  he  is  numbered. 
He  was  born  in  the  fatherland  July  5.  1878,  a  son  of  George  M.  and  Christina 
(Kaus)  Hutmacher,  also  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  engaged  in  farming  in 
that  country  until  1 883,  when  he  sought  the  opportunities  and  advantages  of  the 
new  world,  crossing  the  Atlantic  with  his  family  and  establishing  his  home  in 
Platte  county,  Nebraska.  Purchasing  land  in  Granville  township,  he  bent  his 
energies  to  the  development  and  improvement  of  his  farm  and  managed  his  affairs 
so  systematically  and  progressively  that  success  came  to  him  in  substantial  measure. 
He  continued  to  occupy  the  old  homestead  until  1911,  when  ho  took  up  his  abode 
in  Humphrey,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  November  25,  191  i. 
For  two  decades  he  had  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in   1894. 

Frank  J.  Hutmacher  was  a  little  lad  of  five  years  at  the  time  of  the  emigration 
of  the  family  to  the  new  world."  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Platte  county, 
attending  the  district  schools  near  his  father's  farm  and  the  parochial  school  at 
St.  Bernard,  Nebraska.  When  not  busy  with  his  textbooks  his  attention  was 
given  to  the  work  of  the  fields  and  after  he  attained  his  majority  he  rented  land, 
which  he  operated  for  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Humphrey  and  for  two  years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  flour. 
He  then  traded  his  mill  for  land  in  South  Dakota  and  afterward  traded  that 
property  for  Platte  county  land  and  for  real  estate  in  Humphrey.  He  rented 
the  farm  property  and,  establishing  his  home  in  the  town,  purchased  the  electric 
light  plant  of  Humphrey  in  June,  1909,  and  has  since  remodeled  and  operated  it. 
He  started  with  a  small  steam  engine,  but  now  has  a  plant  that  is  thoroughly  modern 
in  its  equipment  and  for  the  past  four  years  has  been  giving  all-day  service.  He 
furnishes  power  for  the  elevators,  blacksmith  shops,  planing  mills  and  garages  and 
in  addition  supplies  the  lighting  system.  He  thoroughly  understands  the  business 
and  the  systematic  and  careful  management  of  his  interests  has  made  his  under- 
taking a  growing  and   profitable  one. 
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On  the  1st  of  August,  1899,  Mr.  Hutmacher  was  married  to  iMiss  Katie  Brandt, 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Philomena  (Schar)  Brandt,  natives  of  Germany  and  of 
Illinois  respectively.  In  early  life  the  father  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world, 
settling  near  Chicago,  where  he  resided  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he  removed 
to  Madison  county,  Nebraska.  There  he  took  up  a  homestead,  which  he  developed, 
and  as  his  financial  resources  permitted  he  bought  more  land  from  time  to  time 
and  continued  the  operation  of  his  farm  until  1908.  when  he  retired  from  active 
business  life.     He  now  resides  in  Madis.m.  I.ut  his  wiic  jiassed  away  in  I9I0. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutmuli,  .■  I,:,s  l„  ,„  l,l,ss«l  with  four  children, 
Willie,  Lena,  George  and  Frankie,  ngc  d  i\  >|h  iti\  c  ly  fourteen,  twelve,  ten  and 
eight  years.  The  family  occupy  a  pleasant  liome,  which  is  the  j^roperty  of  Mr. 
Hutmacher,  and  in  addition  he  owns  two  good  business  houses  of  the  town.  He 
and  his  wife  are  communicants  of  the  Catholic  church  and  he  holds  membership 
with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  In  political  belief  he  is  a  democrat  but  is  not  an  active 
party  worker.  Industry  has  been  the  kej'note  of  his  success  and  throughout  his 
entire  life  he  has  never  allowed  obstacles  or  difficulties  to  bar  his  path  if  they  could 
be  overcome  by  persistent,  earnest  and  honorable  effort. 


WILLIAM   LOUIS   CARL   BOETTCHER. 

William  Louis  Carl  Bocttcher  is  proprietor  of  one  of  the  most  popular  cafes 
of  Columbus  and  one  of  the  most  finely  appointed.  He  was  born  on  the  island  of 
Riigen,  in  the  East  sea,  off  the  coast  of  Germany,  on  the  25th  of  November,  1878, 
a  son  of  Frederick  and  Johanna  (Boettcher)  Boettcher.  The  father  was  born 
October  30,  1852,  and  in  the  year  1886  came  to  America,  making  his  way  direct  to 
Columbus,  Nebraska.  Sdoii  -ift,  rw.-ud  h,-  r(  nt, d  a  farm  in  Platte  county  and 
carried  on  general  agricuUii)-,il  imrMiits  i(ir  twenty  years  but  is  now  in  the  employ 
of  the   Columbus   Brewiiiy,-  Company.      His   ^vitr   passed   away   November   24,   1888. 

William  L.  C.  Boettcher  was  a  little  lad  of  eiglit  summers  when  the  parents 
brought  their  family  to  the  new  world.  He  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Platte  count}'  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  after  which  he  gave  undivided  atten- 
tion to  the  work  of  the  home  farm  imtil  he  attained  his  majority.  He  was  after- 
ward engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Columbus  for  six  months  and  still  later 
spent  two  months  in  the  employ  of  an  uncle  who  was  a  hardware  merchant.  ! 
next  engaged  in  railroading  for  three  months  and  then  went  to  Grand  Island,  where 
he  clerked  in  a  grocery  store.  Still  later  he  spent  a  few  months  in  the  employ 
of  a  brewing  company  and  afterward  devoted  five  years  to  the  saloon  business  i 
Grand  Island.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Columbus,  where 
he  opened  a  saloon  known  as  the  Thurston  Annex,  which  he  conducted  for  a  year. 
For  eight  years  he  was  at  the  corner  of  Eleventh  and  North  streets  and  then 
purchased  the  present  location,  building  a  two-story  fireproof  building  which  is 
fitted  out  with  a  mosaic  tile  floor  and  solid  mahogany  fixtures.  His  cafe  has  the 
largest  bar  in  the  town  and  his  establishment  is  very  popular  with  the  public. 

In  October,  1907,  Mr.  Boettcher  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Dora  Rohweder, 
of   Hall  county,   Nebraska,   and   of  German   parentage.      To  them   have   been  born! 
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six  children,  namely:  Florence,  Arnold,  Leoni,  William,  Walter  and  Leo.  Mr. 
Boettcher  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  he  also 
has  membership  with  Columbus  Lodge,  No.  1195,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  the  Sons  of  Herman 
and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Columbus  Maenner- 
chor.  For  eight  years  he  was  a  volunteer  fireman.  In  politics  he  is  an  earnest 
democrat  and  is  now  a  central  committeeman  from  the  first  ward  of  Columbus  and 
a  member  of  the  county  central  committee,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  further  the 
interests  and  secure  the  success  of  his  party.  Personally  he  is  a  man  of  pleasing 
qualities  and  he  belongs  to  that  class  of  men  who  are  enthusiastic  in  support  of  the 
city  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote  its  expansion. 


ERIC  E.  LUEDTKE. 

The  name  of  Luedtke  is  one  well  known  in  connection  with  financial  interests 
in  Platte  countj',  the  subject  of  this  review  being  assistant  cashier  in  the  Citizens 
State  Bank  of  Creston.  He  was  born  in  Sherman  township,  this  county,  March  2i, 
1889,  and  is  the  youngest  son  of  Herman  and  Louisa  (Meyer)  Luedtke,  of  whom 
mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  their  son, 
H.  W.  Luedtke,  who  is  cashier  of  the  Citizen's  State  Bank. 

Spending  his  earl}'  youth  out  on  the  old  farm  under  the  parental  roof,  Eric  E. 
Luedtke  received  his  early  education  in  Boheet  district.  No.  46  of  the  public  schools 
of  Sherman  township,  after  which,  at  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen,  he  attended 
German  summer  school,  and  also  the  winter  of  1902-1903  at  the  German  Lutheran 
church  of  Platte  county.  He  was  confirmed  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  in  the 
spring  of  1903  by  Rev.  Frank,  then  pastor  of  the  church.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  entered  the  Normal  School  together  with  his  brother  Ed,  at  Fremont, 
Nebraska,  where  he  received  a  general  education,  attending  at  different  times  and 
spending  about  three  years  in  all  at  that  institution.  He  graduated  from  the 
shorthand  and  typewriting,  teachers  and  elocutionary  courses  as  well  as  finishing 
most  of  the  work  of  the  scientific  and  commercial  courses.  It  had  always  been  the 
plan  of  his  father  to  give  him  a  good  education.  While  not  attending  the  Fremont 
Normal  he  worked  on  the  farm  or  in  the  Citizens  State  Bank.  After  finishing  his 
schooling  he  taught  school  in  the  Lonely  Valley  district  in  Stanton  county,  Nebraska, 
in  1909,  and  afterward  entered  the  First  National  Bank  of  Fremont,  where  he  had 
the  splendid  opportunity  of  gaining  more  knowledge  and  experience  in  banking 
under  such  able  bankers  and  financiers  as  E.  R.  Gurney  and  Frank  B.  Knapp. 
Here  he  was  employed  ns  bookkeeper,  collector  and  assistant  paying  teller,  remain- 
ing with  the  institution  for  over  two  and  one-half  years.  In  June,  1912,  he 
came  to  Creston  and  accepted  the  position  of  assistant  cashier  in  the  Citizens  State 
Bank,  since  which  time  he  has  very  ably  served  the  bank  in  that  capacity.  He 
became  at  that  time  not  only  an  officer  but  also  a  stockholder  of  the  institution,  for 
which  he  had  worked  previously  in  1907  and  at  other  times. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1915,  Mr.  Luedtke  was  married  to  Miss  Elsie  M.  Softley, 
a  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Cleo  (Faquet)  Softley,  the  former  a  native  of  England 
and  the  latter  of  West  Virginia.  The  father  came  to  America  when  a  youth  of 
sixteen    years.      He    spent    two   years    in    Michigan    and    then    came    to    Nebraska, 
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settling  on  a  farm  near  Hooper.  Later  he  began  teaching  school  and  has  since 
followed  that  profession  at  many  places  in  the  state.  He  is  now  dean  of  the 
Fremont  Normal  School,  where  he  teaches  psychology,  history,  economics  and 
literature,  being  recognized  as  one  of  the  prominent  educators  of  the  state,  his 
ability  having  brought  him  to  a  jiosition  of  distinction  in  this  field. 

Mr.  Luedtke  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  gives  his  political 
indorsement  to  the  progressive  democratic  jiarty,  kee|)ing  well  informed  on  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  day  but  never  seeking  office.  His  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Fremont, 
and  they  are  people  of  genuine  worth,  highly  esteemed  by  those  that  know  them 
best  in   the  communities   in   which   they   have   resided. 


DANIEL   B.   GORMAN. 

Daniel  B.  Gorman,  who  passed  away  on  the  1  ith  of  August,  1914,  was  suc- 
cessfully identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  entire  business  career 
and  for  a  number  of  3'ears  prior  to  his  death  owned  and  operated  an  excellent  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  25,  Humphrey  township.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Warner,  Illinois,  on  the  21st  of  December,  ISG,?,  his  parents  being 
Barnard  and  Nancy  (Fleming)  Gorman,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  removed  to  Illinois  about  the  year  1860,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Mercer 
county  which  the  father  improved  and  operated  until  1876,  when  he  disposed  of  the 
property  and  went  with  his  family  to  Ringgold  county,  Iowa.  There  he  bought  a 
tract  of  land  which  he  cultivated  continuously  and  successfully  imtil  1905,  since 
which  time  he  has  lived  retired  at  Kellerton,  Iowa.  The  demise  of  his  wife  oc- 
curred in  1880. 

Daniel  B.  Gorman  was  reared  and  educated  in  Illinois  and  Iowa,  remaining 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  Subsequently  he  culti- 
vated rented  land  until  1890,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Platte  county, 
Nebraska.  Here  he  continued  the  cultivation  of  rented  land  for  three  j^ears  and 
then  bought  a  farm  in  Creston  township  which  he  operated  for  sixteen  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  sold  the  property  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Hall 
county,  Nebraska,  where  he  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  for  five 
years.  In  1908  Mr.  Gorman  returned  to  Platte  county  and  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  25,  Humphrey  township,  operating  the  same 
until  his  death.  He  was  killed  accidentally,  being  kicked  by  a  horse.  His  loss  was 
deeply  deplored  by  many  friends  as  well  as  his  immediate  family,  for  he  was  a 
well  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  his  community. 

On  the  23d  of  July,  1890,  Mr.  Gorman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie 
Barrett,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Donaldson)  Barrett,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Ireland,  in  which  country  the  mother  passed  away  in  1878.  In 
1880  the  father  brought  his  family  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Platte  county. 
Nebraska,  and  pureliasing  a  trait  of  land  in  Creston  township  which  he  imi)r()vrcl 
and  has  cultivated  continuously  to  the  present  time.  He  is  now  seventy-sevi  n 
years  of  age  and  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  as  one  of  the  substantial  agricultur- 
ists and  respected  citizens  of  the  community.     Mr.   and   ]\Irs.  Gorman   became  the 
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parents  of  ten  children,  as  follows:  Myrtle  E.,  who  was  born  August  l,  1891.  and 
is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Belknap,  of  Creston  township;  Paul  R..  whose  natal  day  was 
October  7,  1893;  Guy  \V..  Idimi  Novrmlur  '25,  189r);  Edith  I.,  whose  birth  occurred 
February  9,  1898;  Inez  C  ..  I.nrn  A|>ril  3,  1900;  Byron  F.,  born  July  l;i.  190^2; 
Frank  A.,  born  November  ti):i.  1901;  Roy  B.,  born  May  7,  1907;  Elmer  E.,  born 
April  IS,  jyiO;  and  George  G.,  who  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  on  the 
2 1st  of  May,  1912. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Gorman  was  independent,  supporting  men  and  meas- 
ures rather  than  party.  Fraternally  he  was  identified  witli  tiie  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  His  widow  still  resides  on  the  li.une  firm  in  Humphrey  township 
and  her  circle  of  friends  is  a  wide  one.  for  all  who  know  her  esteem  her  as  a  woman 
of  many  excellent  traits  of  heart  and  mind. 


JOSEPH  M.  VEIK. 


The  attractiveness  of  Platte  county  as  a  place  of  residence  is  indicated  in  the 
fact  that  many  of  her  native  sons  have  remained  within  her  borders,  finding  here 
business  opportunity  as  well  as  advantages  along  the  lines  of  intellectual  and  social 
progress.  Such  is  the  record  of  Joseph  M.  Veik,  who  was  born  on  section  32, 
Humphrey  township,  August  21,  1 877,  and  still  resides  on  that  section.  His  parents 
are  Joseph  and  Theresa  (Falk)  Veik,  natives  of  Austria.  The  father  was  a  weaver 
in  the  old  country  and  came  to  Amei-ica  in  1876,  settling  in  Platte  county,  ujion 
land  in  Humphrey  township  which  he  purchased.  Later  he  sold  the  original  place 
and  bought  the  farm  upon  which  Joseph  M.  Veik  now  resides.  He  improved  this 
and  continued  its  cultivation  for  many  years  but  finally  retired  and  removed  to 
Humphrey,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death  occurring  in  January, 
1911.     His  widow  now  resides  in  Oklahoma. 

Joseph  M.  Veik  is  indebted  to  the  St.  Mary's  parochial  school  for  his  educa- 
tional privileges.  He  remained  upon  the  home  farm  with  his  parents  until  the 
father  retired  from  active  business,  when  he  purchased  the  home  place,  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  32,  Humphrey  township.  Later  he 
invested  in  eighty  acres  across  the  road  on  section  33.  He  has  made  splendid 
improvements  upon  the  place  since  it  has  come  into  his  possession  and  has  carried 
on  his  farm  work  along  the  most  jsrogressive,  modern  lines.  He  is  diligent  and 
enterprising,  and  his  work  is  so  systematically  managed  that  excellent  results  are 
achieved.  He  has  stock  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Humphrey  and  has 
become  well  known  as  a  stock-raiser  of  Platte  county,  making  a  specialty  of 
handling  full  blooded  Poland  China  hogs. 

On  November  15,  1898,  Mr.  Veik  was  united  in  marriage  to  INIiss  Elizabc  th 
Schilz,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Katie  (Brier)  Schilz,  natives  of  Ci.rmany.  On 
coming  to  the  new  world  they  settled  in  Illinois,  where  the  fatli.r  followed  farming 
for  a  short  time.  He  afterward  removed  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  purchased 
land  south  of  Platte  Center  in  Lost  Creek  township.  This  he  cultivated  for  many 
years  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Platte  Center,  he  and  his  wife  being  pleasantly 
located  there.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Veik  have  been  born  nine  children:  John  B., 
Frank   J.,   William    P.,    Henry   C,   Agnes    M.    and   Celia    M.,   all    of   whom   are   yet 
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living;    while   those   who   have    passed    away    are:    Leo    H.,    who   died   in    October, 
1899;  Joseph  F.,  in  August,  1913;  and  Martin  A.,  in  November,  1914. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  of  which  Mr. 
Veik  has  long  been  a  communicant.  His  political  indorsement  is  given  to  demo- 
cratic principles,  and  for  several  years  he  served  as  township  clerk.  He  has  also 
been  one  of  the  school  directors  and  is  interested  in  community  affairs,  cooperating 
heartily  in  many  plans  and  movements  which  have  to  do  with  the  upbuilding  and 
development  of  the  district  in  which  he  lives.  He  has  always  resided  in  Humphrey 
township  and  has   an   extended  acquaintance  among  the   residents  of  that  locality. 


JOHNNIE   HEIBEL. 


Johnnie  Heibcl.  carrying  on  general  farming  and  stockraising  on  section  25, 
Bismark  township,  was  born  upon  a  farm  in  the  township  wherein  he  now  makes  his 
home,  his  natal  day  being  August  21,  1877.  His  parents  were  John  and  Anna  Heibel, 
natives  of  Germany,  who,  after  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  made  their 
way  westward  to  Nebraska  and  became  residents  of  Platte  county  in  1870.  They 
secured  land  and  the  fatlier  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  upon  the  place  where 
occurred  the  birth  of  Johnnie  Heibel.  After  remaining  upon  this  farm  for  over 
thirty  years  the  father  purchased  the  place  where  our  subject  now  lives  and  in  the 
spring  of  1915  removed  to  Columbus,  where  he  now  resides. 

At  the  usual  age  the  son  became  a  public-school  pupil  and  when  not  busy  with 
liis  textbooks  his  attention  was  given  to  the  work  of  tlie  fields,  in  which  he  received 
thorough  practical  training.  He  lias  never  sought  to  change  his  occupation,  for  he 
finds  farming  a  congenial  and  profitable  pursuit.  He  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  good  land  and  devotes  his  entire  time  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  his  labors  being  attended  with  substaiiti.il  results.  He  produces  the 
crops  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate  and  in  additi'in  to  cultivating  his  fields 
specializes  in  raising  high  grade  horses.  Each  day  finds  him  busy  about  the  farm, 
in  field  or  pasture,  and  his  diligence  and  determination  are  bringing  to  him  growing 
and   gratifying   success. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Heibel  is  a  German  Lutheran,  having  always  continued 
in  the  church  in  which  he  was  reared.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  but  has  never 
had  desire  for  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  enegries  upon  his  business  affairs. 


CAROLUS  GALITZIN   HICKOK. 

When  the  Civil  war  ended  and  the  victorious  Union  army  marched  through  the 
streets  of  Washington,  over  broad  Pennsylvania  avenue  there  was  hung  a  banner 
bearing  the  words,  "The  only  debt  which  the  country  owes  that  she  cannot  pay  is 
the  one  that  she  owes  to  her  soldiers."  Everywhere  a  feeling  of  respect  is  enter- 
tained for  that  great  body  of  men  who  defended  the  country  and  preserved  the 
Union  intact.     Among  this  number  was  Carolus  Galitzin  Hickok,  now  of  Columbus, 
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who  in  early  manhood  donned  the  nation's  blue  uniform  and  went  to  the  front,  put- 
ting aside  his  textbooks,  for  he  was  then  a  student  in  Oberlin  College,  to  join  the 
army.  A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Peninsula,  Huron  countj',  August  16, 
1843,  his  parents  being  Stephen  C.  and  Lucy  M.  (Gaston)  Hickok.  The  father 
passed  away  in  1850,  at  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  where  he  was  occupying  the  position 
of  suj^erintendent  of  the  high  school  and  also  acting  for  a  part  of  the  time  as  min- 
ister of  the  Presbyterian  church.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  two  weeks, 
her  demise  occurring  in  August  and  his  in  September. 

Carolus  G.  Hickok  spent  tlie  succeeding  two  years  with  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Eme- 
hne  Powers,  and  in  18ji2  went  to  Coldwater,  Michigan,  to  live  \vith  Mrs.  James 
Gilbert,  with  whom  he  remained  until  .Jane,  1855.  At  that  date  he  joined  an  uncle, 
George  B.  Gaston,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  town  of  Tabor,  Iowa,  and  of  the 
college  there;  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  milling  business.  Mr.  Hickok  remained 
with  that  uncle  until  February,  186i,  when  he  entered  the  Oberlin  College  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  in  which  he  pursued  his  studies  until  the  following  August,  when 
his  patriotic  spirit  was  aroused  and  he  enlisted  for  service  at  the  front  as  a  member 
of  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-sixth  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. At  Nashville,  Tennessee,  he  was  engaged  in  patrol  duty  and  also  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Nashville  in  December,  1864.  While  there  he  suffered  an 
attack  of  lung  fever,  but  he  remained  with  his  command  until  honorably  discharged 
in  June,  1865,  following  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  aid  Mr.  Hickok  returned  to  Oberlin 
College,  where  he  spent  two  years  in  preparatory  work  and  one  year  in  jiursuing 
the  college  course.  In  the  fall  of  1867  he  becamr  a  n-sideiit  of  Omalin,  Nebraska, 
and  during  the  succeeding  winter  taught  school  near  Clariuda,  Page  county,  Iowa. 
When  the  school  term  was  ended  he  made  his 
began  work  for  an  uncle,  L.  W.  Piatt,  in  a  g 
agency,  trading  with  the  Indians  there  until  the 
1872  he  homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  o 
Platte  county,  and  later  pre-empted  another 
becoming  the  possessor  of  a  half  section  of  1; 
nor  an  improvement  made  upon  his  claims,  bu 

to  break  the  sod  and  till  the  fields,  bringing  his  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
While  thus  engaged  he  met  many  of  the  usual  experiences  and  hardships  of  frontier 
life  but  persevered  in  his  work  and  substantial  results  attended  him.  For  a  time 
he  was  proprietor  of  a  fruit  store  in  Columbus  and  for  nearly  two  years  engaged 
in  selling  windmills  and  pumps  for  A.  W.  Lawrence.  He  was  afterward  con- 
nected with  a  grocery  store  where  the  Evans  Hotel  now  stands,  devoting  six  years 
to  that  business,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  entered  into  a  partnersliip  under  the 
style  of  Hickok,  Halm  &  Company  for  the  conduct  of  a  grocery  store  whicli  they 
carried  on  for  two  and  one-half  years.  In  1889  Mr.  Hickok  turned  his  attention 
to  bookkeeping  and  clerking  and  from  1892  was  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  in 
various  stores  of  Columbus.  He  entered  upon  his  present  connection  with  J.  R. 
Luschen  in   1913  and  has  there  remained  through  the  intervening  years. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  1871,  Mr.  Hickok  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sophia  Church  Gates,  of  Tabor,  Iowa.  She  was  born  December  2,  1846,  at  Oberlin, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  William  James  and  Emily  Parsons  (Hall)  Gates,  both  of 
whom   were   natives   of   Massachusetts.      They   removed    to    Iowa    in    1853,   making 
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tlie  journey  by  boat  via  the  Obio,  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers  and  reaching 
their  destination  at  thf  ind  of  four  weeks.  Both  have  now  passed  away,  dying  in 
California.     To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hickok  was  born  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy.  ' 

In  bis  political  views  Mr.  Hickok  was  for  years  an  earnest  republican  but  lias 
never  been  an  aspirant  for  office.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  Baker  Post,  No. 
9,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is  now  commander,  and  he  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Congregational  church  in  which  he  is  serving  as  treasurer  and  deacon.  A  broad- 
mindid  ni.in.  lie  has  ever  been  a  great  reader  and  finds  delight  in  pursuing  the 
pages  oi  the  Literary  Digest,  the  National  Geographic  Magazine  and  other  works 
which  kccji  iiiui  in  touch  with  the  trend  of  modern  tliought  and  progress.  He  also 
})ossesses  a  good  general  library  and  occupies  a  beautiful  home  in  Columbus  where 
the  spirit  of  hospitality  is  supreme,  cordial  welcome  being  ever  extended  to  the 
many    friends   of  the   family. 


CLARENCE    NEWTON   McELFRESH. 

In  a  history  of  those  wiiose  course  has  made  for  the  bar  of  Columbus  a  most 
creditable  showing,  the  name  of  Clarence  Newton  McElfresh  appears.  He  is  a 
comparatively  young  man  but  in  his  profession  has  attained  a  place  that  m.iny  an 
older  practitioner  might  well  envy.  He  was  born  in  Marion  county.  West  Virginia, 
December  9,  1881,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Tamer  (Bartlett)  McElfresh,  who 
were  both  natives  of  Virginia,  the  former  born  in  1848.  He  became  a  farmer  and 
stockman,  following  that  pursuit  throughout  his  active  life.  His  wife  died  in  1885. 
The  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  McElfresh  family  came  from  Scotland  and  first 
settled  in  Pennsylvania,  while  later  a  branch  of  the  family  was  established  in  that 
section  of  the  country  which  was  then  Virginia  but  is  now  a  part  of  West  Virginia. 

Clarence  N.  McElfresh  pursued  his  education  at  Fairmount  and  at  Morgan- 
town,  West  Virginia,  completing  a  course  in  the  Stflte  Normal  at  Fairmonnt  by 
graduation.  He  afterward  entered  the  law  department  of  the  West  Virginia  Uni- 
versity at  Morgantown  and  was  graduated  in  1903.  He  then  sought  the  oppor- 
tunities of  the  growing  west  and  made  his  way  to  Columbus,  where  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1904,  after  having  taught  a  term  of  school  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year,  however,  he  opened  a  law  office  in  Columbus,  where  he 
remained  until  1907,  when  he  went  to  Omaha,  where  he  practiced  for  three  years. 
He  then  returned  to  Columbus,  where  he  has  since  followed  his  profession  as  a 
general  law  practitioner.  From  1910  until  1914  he  was  county  attorney  of  Platte 
county.  He  can  scarcely  be  termed  an  orator  but  he  has  in  an  eminent  degree 
that  rare  ability  of  saying  in  a  convincing  way  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time 
and  his  mind  is  analytical,  logical  and  inductive. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1909,  in  Columbus,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  McElfresh 
and  Miss  Ethel  Burill  Elliott,  a  daughter  of  Hanson  S.  Elliott,  who  died  in  1912. 
To  this  union  was  born  a  daughter  and  son.  Helen  Elizabeth  and  Hanson   Elliott. 

The  family  attend  the  Federated  church,  an  organization  formed  by  the  Pres- 
byterians and  Congregationalists  of  Columbus,  and  that  ]\Ir.  McElfresh  is  deeply 
interested  in  the  moral  progress  of  his  community  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  he  is 
serving  as  a   director  of  the   Young  Men's   Christian   Association.      In    Masonry   lie 
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;in  the  degrees  of  the  York  Rite  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  .Mystic  Shrine, 
is  past  master  of  Lebanon  Lodge  N„.  ,-„s.  A.  I'.  &  A.  M.,  of  Columbus,  and 
)mm.inder  of  Gethsemane  Command,  ry.  \,..  J 1 ,  K.  T.,  at  Columbus.  His 
il  endorsement  is  given  to  the  repuhliean  party.  His  acquaintance  is  wide 
gh  regard  is  entertained  for  him  because  of  his  professional  ability  and  his 
al  worth. 


JACOB  AERXI. 

Jacob  Aerni  is  connected  with  the  farming  interests  of  Bismarii  township,  his 
home  being  on  section  33.  He  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  the  county  and  has 
witnessed  much  of  its  development  and  progress.  He  was  born  in  Columbus  town- 
ship on  the  'iod  of  December,  188-J.,  and  in  his  youthful  days  received  only  a 
meager  education,  for  when  in  the  fourth  grade  he  was  obliged  to  leave  school  and 
assist  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm.'  His  boj'hood,  therefore,  was  largely  a  period 
of  earnest  and  unremitting  toil  and  he  soon  came  to  know  the  value  of  labor.  In 
the  years  which  have  since  come  and  gone  his  attention  has  been  given  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits  and  in  crop  production  he  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  winter 
wheat.  He  also  has  shorthorn  cattle  upon  his  place,  with  a  fine  registered  bull. 
Rover,  at  the  head  of  his  herd.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  Mutual  Life  Associa- 
tion of  Lincoln  and  is  an  enterprising  business  man  of  sound  judgment  and  recog- 
nized capability. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1912,  Mr.  Aerni  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lenora  Gragert,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Boone  county,  Nebraska,  July  7,  189i. 
They  have  one  child,  Sy villa  Anna  Clara,  who  was  born  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1915.  Politically  ]\Ir.  Aerni  is  a  democrat,  voting  with  the  party  and  keeping  well 
informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  but  never  seeking  office.  He  belongs 
to  the  German  Reformed  church  and  guides  his  life  according  to  its  teachings,  being 
at  all  times  honorable  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen  and  straightforward  in 
every  relation  of  life.  He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  old-time  families 
of  the  county  and  deserves  representation  among  those  who  exemplify  the  spirit  of 
modern  farming. 


JOHN  P.  POLITIS. 

John  P.  Politis,  a  representative  and  enterprising  business  man  of  Columbus, 
has  for  the  past  eight  years  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  candy 
and  ice  cream,  conducting  both  a  retail  and  a  wholesale  establishment.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Magouliana,  Greece,  on  the  24th  of  April,  1882,  his  parents  being 
Peter  J.  and  Marjorie  (Liaromati)  Politis.  The  former  passed  away  in  that 
country  in   1894,  and  the  latter  still  resides  at  her  home  in  Greece. 

John  P.  Politis  completed  a  high-school  course  in  Athens,  Greece,  by  gradua- 
tion in  1897  and  was  subsequently  employed  in  a  grocery  store  there  until  1902. 
In  that  year,  then  a  young  man  of  twenty,  he  decided  to  test  the  truth  of  the  many 
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favorable  reports  which  had  reached  him  concerning  the  advantages  and  oppor- 
tunities of  the  new  world  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  worked  in  a  cotton  mill  for  one  year.  Subsequently  he 
spent  two  months  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  in  May,  1903,  came  to  Nebraska, 
settling  in  Omaha,  where  he  operated  a  fruit  stand  on  his  own  account  for  four 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  tliat  period  he  sold  out  and  in  June,  1907,  came  to 
Columbus,  here  embarking  in  business  as  a  wholesale  and  retail  manufacturer  of 
candy  and  ice  cream.  In  this  connection  he  has  since  built  up  an  enterprise  of 
extensive  and  profitable  proportions  and  the  success  which  has  attended  his  efforts 
is  indeed  well  merited. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1911,  in  Omaha,  Mr.  Politis  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Christina  Kajakes,  a  native  of  Greece,  by  whom  he  has  two  children, 
namely:  Peter  J.,  who  was  born  August  18,  1912;  and  Marjorie  J.,  whose  birth 
occurred  on  the  11th  of  August,  1914.  Mr.  Politis  belongs  to  the  Greek  Orthodox 
church  and  fraternally  is  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 
He  is  a  3'oung  man  of  enterprise  and  ambition  and  has  won  many  friends  in  both 
business   and   social   circles   of  his   adopted   city. 


JOSEPH   LACHNIT. 


Joseph  Lachnit,  deceased,  was  long  a  respected  and  worthy  citizen  of  Platte 
county  and  his  life  record  should  find  place  upon  the  pages  of  the  county's  history. 
He  was  born  in  Germany,  February  17,  1862,  a  son  of  Frank  and  Josephine 
Lachnit,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Austria.  The  mother  died  when  her  son 
Joseph  was  but  two  months  old.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  family  in  1874,  settling  on  a  farm  near  Columbus, 
Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  rented  land  and  carried  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  for  a  time.  Carefully  saving  his  earnings,  he  then  bought  property  and 
continued  farming  until  1900,  when  he  retired  and  removed  to  Columbus,  there 
continuing  his  residence  until  called  to  his  final  home  on  the  28th  of  February,  1910. 
His  second  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Josephine  Meir,  passed  away 
February  2,  1910.  They  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Platte  county  and  took 
an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  the  pioneer  development  and  progress  of  the 
locality. 

Joseph  Lachnit  attended  school  in  Germany  and  continued  his  education  in 
Platte  count}',  Nebraska,  where  he  arrived  when  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  He  worked 
upon  the  home  farm  during  vacation  periods  and  early  gained  practical  knowledge 
of  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  for  the  crops.  When  only  fifteen 
years  of  age  he  started  out  to  earn  his  own  living,  working  by  the  month  as  a  farm 
hand  for  a  time,  while  later  he  came  to  Humphrey  and  in  1889  opened  a  retail 
liquor  store  in  connection  with  a  partner  under  the  firm  name  of  Lachnit  &  Kart- 
house.  This  connection  was  continued  for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
purchased  his  partner's  interest  and  continued  the  business  alone  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  June  20,  1912.  Prior  to  engaging  in  the  saloon  business  he  had 
worked  as  an  insurance  agent  and  had  also  conducted  a  livery  barn  in  Humphrey. 
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He  was   a  man   well  liked  and   higlih'   respected   by  the   people  of   Humphrey  and 
vicinity. 

It  was  in  Humphrey  on  the  3d  of  November,  1891,  that  Mr.  Lachnit  was 
married  by  Father  James  Rudolph,  pastor  of  St.  Francis'  church,  to  Miss  Mary 
Hollatz,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Antonia  (Pollahofski)  Hollatz,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany.  Her  father  followed  farming  and  in  1891  came  to 
America  with  Platte  county  as  his  destination.  Making  his  way  to  Granville 
township,  he  rented  land  for  a  few  years  and  then  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  near  Tarnov,  whereon  he  resided  for  three  years.  He  afterward 
sold  that  property  and  removed  to  a  farm  in  Humphrey  township  in  the  vicinity  of 
Creston,  liis  time  and  energies  being  devoted  to  its  further  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment until  he  retired  from  active  business  life  in  1908,  since  wluch  time  he  has 
made  his  home  with  his  children.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hollatz  were  born  the  following 
named:  Apollonia,  the  wife  of  John  Meir,  of  Madison  county,  Nebraska;  Martha, 
the  wife  of  William  Labenz,  of  Humphrey  township;  Annie,  the  wife  of  George 
Schweda,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Lachnit,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and  came 
to  the  United  States  three  years  before  her  parents,  living  with  her  sisters  near 
Tarnov;  Cecelia,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Rohda,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Antonia,  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Trittler,  also  of  Cleveland;  John,  living  in  Humphrey  township;  and 
Joseph,  who  makes  his  home  with  his  brother  John. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lachnit  were  born  the  following  named:  Oscar,  who  was 
iiorn  October  27,  1892,  and  died  August  24,  1901;  Leo,  who  was  born  November 
22,  1893,  and  works  in  an  auto  shop  and  also  conducts  the  Lyric  theater;  Arnold, 
who  was  born  May  26,  1895,  and  is  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Steiles  Brothers  of 
Humphrey;  Joseph,  who  was  born  November  12,  1896,  and  died  seven  days  later; 
Hilda,  who  was  born  February  12,  1898;  Amanda,  born  December  3,  1899;  Eveline, 
who  was  born  January  25,  1903,  and  died  on  the  26th  of  December  of  the  same 
year;  and  Cyril,  who  was  born  November  8,  1909. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lachnit  was  a  democrat  and  for  twelve  years,  or  from  1895  until 
1907,  he  served  as  treasurer  of  Platte  county,  being  a  faithful  custodian  of  the 
public  funds,  his  duties  being  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidelity.  He  belonged 
to  St.  Francis'  Catholic  church,  of  which  his  wife  and  children  are  still  communi- 
cants, and  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  of  the  Catholic 
Order  of  Foresters,  of  Humphrey.  He  served  as  an  officer  in  the  Nebraska  State 
Liquor  Dealers  Association  and  he  was  popular  among  those  with  whom  he  was 
associated  in  business,  church  and  social  relations.  He  stood  very  high  wltli  the 
German  citizens  and  others  of  his  locality  and  appreciation  for  his  worth  was 
manifest  in  the  friendship  given  him. 


ERNST   FISCHER. 


Conducting  a  profitable  lumber,  coal,  hardware  and  furniture  business  at  Platte 
Center,  of  whicli  he  is  owner  and  manager,  Ernst  Fischer  has  made  for  himself  a 
creditable  position  in  business  circles  as  one  who  is  both  enterprising  and  thoroughly 
reliable.  He  was  born  August  12,  1868,  in  Pommern,  Germany,  and  was  twenty 
years  of  age  when  in  1888  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  witli  Nebraska 
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as  his  destination.  He  first  settled  at  Norfolk,  wbere  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business,  remaining  there  for  ten  years.  He  afterward  removed  to  Wisner,  where 
he  remained  for  five  years  and  in  1903  came  to  Platte  Center,  where  he  accepted 
the  position  of  manager  with  the  Edwards  &  Bradford  Lumber  Company.  He 
represented  the  firm  in  that  capacity  for  eleven  years  and  in  191'1  bought  out  the 
business,  which  lie  now  owns  and  manages.  He  has  a  well  equipped  lumber  yard 
and  store  and  is  accorded  a  liberal  patron;;ge  in  recognition  of  his  business  integrity 
and  industry. 

In  Sei)tember,  1892,  Mr.  Fischer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  jMartha  Nitz, 
wlio  is  a  native  of  Pommern,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1888. 
They   now   liave   three  children,  Frank,  Anna   and   Esther,   all   at  liome. 

xMr.  Fischer  and  his  family  hold  meuilu  rsliij,  in  tiie  German  Lutheran  church, 
to  wliich  he  is  a  generous  contril)utor.  Ik  is  a  (hinocrat  in  his  iiolitieal  views, 
believing  tliat  the  i^rinciples  of  the  party  eoiit.iin  the  best  elements  of  good  govern- 
ment. While  he  has  never  been  an  as])ir;iiit  for  ciltiee,  he  is  a  cooperant  factor 
in  plans  and  projects  which  have  for  their  (ibjtel  tiic  lietterment  of  the  community. 
His  record  is  one  which  jiroved  that  the  accident  of  birth  does  not  control  the  future 
of  the  individual,  for  in  this  land  where  opportunity  is  open  to  all  he  has  made 
steady  progress  and  is  now  at  the  head  of  a  profitable  business  in  Platte  Center, 
where  he  is  recognized  as  a  leading  merchant. 


JOHN    H.   LMIG. 

Business  enterprise  finds  a  worthy  representative  in  John  H.  Imig  of  Columbus, 
who  is  a  wholesale  and  retail  baker.  A  liberal  patronage  is  accorded  liim,  his 
trade  liaving  reached  extensive  proportions,  while  his  annual  financial  return  is 
gratifying.  He  was  born  in  the  Rhine  province  of  Germany,  February  21,  ISTi, 
and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  that  country  but  came  to  the 
United  States  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  with  his  mother  and  sisters,  the  family 
home  being  established  in  Seward,  Nebraska.  He  entered  the  workaday  world  as 
an  apprentice  in  a  bake  shop  and  was  employed  in  connection  with  a  bakery  business 
in  Seward  for  ten  j'ears.  In  1898  he  removed  to  Fullerton,  Nebraska,  where  he 
again  worked  at  his  trade  and  there  he  afterward  embarked  in  business  on  liis  own 
account  by  establishing  a  company  known  as  the  Star  Grocery  &  Bakery  Company. 
He  was  associated  tlierewitli  for  six  years  and  in  1901  came  to  Columbus,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  During  the  first  ten  years  of  his  residence  in  this  city 
he  was  an  employe  in  the  bakery  establishment  of  Anton  Vogel.  but  is  now  owner 
of  a  shop  and  conducts  a  wholesale  and  retail  Inisiiuss.  being  accorded  liberal 
patronage  in  both  branches.  The  most  sanitary  -mil  scicnlitic  conditions  exist  in 
his  establishment  and  the  wholesomeness  and  excelh  luc  of  liis  product  insures  its 
ready  sale. 

On  the  lOtli  of  February,  1907,  Mr.  Imig  was  imited  in  marriage  to  ISIiss  Elma 
Schmidt,  her  parents  being  Edward  H.  and  Antonia  Schmidt,  the  former  a  native 
of  Germany.  Mr.  Schmidt  became  an  early  settler  of  Platte  county,  Nebraska, 
and  here  carried  on  farming  for  many  years,  winning  substantial  success  by  reason 
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of  liis  industry,  thrift  and  enterprise.     Our  subject  and  liis  wife  have  five  children, 
namely:     Emma,  Edward,  Karl,  Elsie  and  Henry. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  church.  In 
political  views  Mr.  Imig  is  a  republican  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Colum- 
bus Aerie,  No.  1834.,  F.  O.  E.,  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  with  the 
Sons  of  Herman.  He  deserves  much  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished,  having 
worked  his  way  persistently  upward  since  he  started  out  to  earn  his  living  when  a 
youth  of  fourteen  years.  Energy,  persistency  and  reliability  have  been  the  crowning 
features  in  his  business  life  and  have  brought  him  to  a  place  among  the  successful 
men  of  his  adopted  city. 


MICHAEL  WHITMOYER. 

Michael  Whitmoyer  is  a  prominent  and  successful  attorney  of  Columbus  who 
has  practiced  his  profession  in  that  city  for  the  past  forty-two  years  and  enjoys 
an  enviable  reputation  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  bar  of  Platte  county. 
His  birth  occurred  on  a  farm  in  Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  12th  of 
February,  1836,  his  parents  being  Simon  and  Sarah  (Kisner)  Whitmo3'er,  who 
were  likewise  natives  of  the  Keystone  state,  the  former  born  in  1810.  Conrad 
Whitmoyer,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Pennsj'lvania 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  active  business  career.  The 
Whitmoyer  family  comes  of  German  ancestry. 

Michael  Whitmoyer  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  subsequently 
attended  Greenwood  Seminary  at  Millville,  Pennsylvania,  Dickinson  Seminary  at 
Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  at 
Millersville.  He  next  began  reading  law,  being  thus  engaged  at  Bloomsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  On  the  7th  of  August,  1862,  he 
joined  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  at  once  elected  captain  of  Company  E,  holding  that  rank  during 
his  term  of  service^  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Antietam,  Fredericksburg  and 
Chancellorsville  and  was  mustered  out  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  24th  of 
May,  1863,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  Mr.  Whitmoyer  then  resumed 
the  reading  of  law  and  in  1865  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Pennsylvania,  locating 
in  Bloomsburg,  where  he  followed  his  profession  until  February,  1873.  At  that 
time  he  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  which  city  has  remained  the  scene  of  his 
professional  labors  continuously  since  and  where  he  has  been  accorded  an  extensive 
and  gratifj'ing  clientage.  The  zeal  with  which  he  has  devoted  his  energies  to  his 
profession,  the  careful  regard  evinced  for  the  interests  of  his  clients  and  an 
assiduous  and  unrelaxing  attention  to  all  the  details  of  his  cases,  have  brought  him 
a  large  business  and  made  him  very  successful  in  its  conduct. 

Mr.  Whitmoyer  has  been  married  twice.  In  1872,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, he  wedded  ^Miss  Hannah  E.  Waller,  who  died  the  next  year,  leaving  a 
daughter,  Laura,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Reifsnyder,  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 
In  1877,  near  Troy,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Whitmoyer  married  Emma  A.  Peckham,  by 
whom  he  has  three  children,  as  follows:  Florence,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  S. 
Evans,   of   Columbus,   Nebraska;   Gertrude,   twin   sister   of   Florence,  who  gave  her 
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hand  in  marriage  to  Howard  F.  Geer  of  Upland,  California;  and  Maurice,  who  is 
now   a   resident  of   Upland,   California. 

In  politics  Mr.  Whitmoyer  is  a  stanch  republican,  never  wavering  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  party  which  was  the  defense  of  the  Union  during  the  darli  days 
of  tlie  Civil  war.  In  1872  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  national  republican 
convention  at  Philadelphia,  which  nominated  Grant  for  president,  and  was  appointed 
colonel  in  the  National  Guards  of  Pennsylvania  by  Governor  John  W.  Geary.  In 
Columbus  he  has  served  for  two  terms  as  councilman,  making  a  most  creditable 
and  commendable  record  in  that  connection.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  tlie 
Republic  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  liis  religious  faitli  is  that  of  the  Congre- 
gational church.  Past  the  seventy-ninth  milestone  on  life's  journey,  he  has  long 
been  numbered  among  the  honored  citizens  and  leading  lawyers  of  Columbus. 


JOSEPH  SCHMIDT. 


Joseph  Schmidt  is  a  representative  of  the  lumber  trade,  having  for  seventeen 
years  been  connected  with  the  yard  in  which  he  is  now  oceupj'ing  a  position  of 
responsibility.  He  was  born  in  Austria  on  the  27th  of  May,  1858,  a  son  of  Florian 
and  Mary  (Hurneich)  Sclimidt,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father 
was  a  farmer,  following  that  occupation  in  the  old  country,  where  he  continued  to 
cultivate  land  until  his  death.     His  wife  passed  away  in  1868. 

Joseph  Schmidt  was  reared  and  educated  in  Austria,  no  event  of  special  impor- 
tance occurring  to  vary  the  routine  of  life  for  him  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  when  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  came  to  America,  attracted  by  the 
favorable  opportunities  which  he  heard  were  offered  in  this  country.  He  made 
his  way  across  the  country  to  Columbus  and  by  team  traveled  to  Humphrey,  for 
there  was  then  no  railroad  in  the  town.  His  financial  condition  rendered  it  impera- 
tive that  he  at  once  secure  employment  and  for  some  time  he  worked  out  as  a  farm 
hand.  In  1880  the  work  of  building  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  was  started  and 
Mr.  Schmidt  became  active  in  that  connection,  remaining  as  a  representative  of  the 
company  for  eighteen  years,  acting  as  section  foreman  at  different  places.  He  finally 
tired  of  that  and  returned  to  Humphrey,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  H.  Huneker 
&  Brother,  dealers  in  lumber.  Since  then  the  ownership  of  the  yard  has  changed. 
the  original  firm  having  sold  out  to  Weller  Brothers.  Mr.  Sclimidt  has  now  been 
connected  with  this  yard  for  seventeen  years,  a  fact  which  indicates  most  clearly 
his   fidelity;  capability  and   trustworthiness. 

In  November,  1881,  occurred  Ihe  marriage  of  Mr.  Sclimidt  and  Miss  Julia 
Franchel,  a  daughter  of  John  Franchel,  a  native  of  Austria,  in  which  country  he 
spent  his  entire  life.-  The  mother  died  when  ]\Irs.  Schmidt  was  fourteen  years  of 
age  and  the  father  when  she  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-eight.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Schmidt  have  become  the  parents  of  ten  children,  Joseph,  Carl,  Frankie,  Louis, 
Mary  and  Annie,  all  yet  living;  while  Herman,  Jolin,  Michael  and  Fred  have 
passed   away. 

The  parents  are  communicants  of  the  Catholic  church  and  for  twenty  years 
Mr.  Schmidt  has  been  a  member  of  tlie  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  He  votes 
with    the   democratic    party,   believing   its   principles   contain   the    best    elements    of 
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good  government.  He  has  erected  and  now  occupies  a  nice  residence  in  Humphrey, 
where  he  is  comfortably  situated  in  life  and  where  he  maintains  an  unassailable 
reputation  both  as  a  business  man  and  as  a  citizen. 


LOUIS  MAIER. 


Louis  Maier,  who  since  February,  1915,  has  been  manager  of  the  Weller 
Brothers'  lumber  business  at  Humphrey,  is  an  enterprising  young  man  who  step 
by  step  has  worked  his  way  upward  and  through  an  orderly  progression  has  reached 
an  enviable  place  in  business  circles.  He  was  born  in  April,  1882,  in  the  town 
where  he  still  makes  his  home,  his  parents  being  Frank  and  Mary  (Hundsfeld) 
Maier,  who  were  natives  of  Austria  and  came  to  America  in  1880,  at  which  time 
they  took  up  their  abode  in  Humphrey.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  and  worked 
at  that  trade  in  his  native  land  and  also  after  taking  up  his  abode  in  Platte  county, 
where  his  remaining  days  were  passed.  He  died  in  :\Iay.  1908,  having  for  thirteen 
years  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1895. 

In  the  period  of  his  youth  Louis  Maier  attended  the  public  and  parochial  schools 
and  in  starting  out  upon  iiis  independent  business  career  w.is  employed  as  a. farm 
hand  for  eight  j'ears.  He  then  became  engaged  in  the  grain  trade,  with  which  he 
was  connected  until  February,  1915,  when  he  accept< d  tlu-  ])()sition  of  manager  of 
the  lumber  yard  of  Weller  Brothers  at  Humphrey.  He  is  now  capably  controlling 
the  interests  of  the  firm  and  is  popular  with  his  emplo}'ers  and  with  the  purchasing 
public,  for  he  is  thoroughly  reliable  and  always  courteous  and  obliging. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1911,  Mr.  Maier  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine  Eischen, 
a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Baekes)  Eischen,  who  are  now  living  retired  in 
Oklahoma.  In  religious  faith  ;\Ir.  .Maier  is  a  Catholic  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  In  iiolitics  he  is  a  democrat  and  lias  served  as  clerk  of 
Burrows  township  for  two  j'ears.  The  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention, 
however,  is  given  to  his  business  interests  and  as  tin-  result  <if  liis  personal  activi- 
ties he  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward,  prompted  by  a  laudable  ambition  that 
has  gained  for  him  a  creditable  position. 


LOUIS  LIGHTXER. 

In  a  liistory  of  the  bar  of  Columbus  it  is  imperative  that  mention  be  made  of 
Louis  Lightner,  who  is  the  junior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Reeder  &  Lightner.  In 
this  connection  he  is  practicing  with  excellent  success,  for  his  ability  enables  him 
to  successfully  handle  intricate  and  involved  legal  problems.  He  is  yet  a  young 
man  and  has  therefore  not  reached  the  zenith  of  his  powers,  so  that  his  course 
for  many  years  to  come  will  undoubtedly  be  one  of  continuous  progression. 

Mr.  Lightner  was  born  in  Xauvo.i.  Illinois,  November  22,  1877,  a  son  of  William 
and  Louisa  (Brayshaw)  Lightner.  The  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1842, 
wliile  the  mother  was  a  native  of  Illinois.  They  were  married  in  the  latter  state 
and   Mr.   Lightner  still  resides   at  Nauvoo,   Illinois,  having  long  survived  his   wife, 
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who  passed  away  in  1881.  The  family  is  of  Holland  origin,  and  the  name  was 
originally  spelled  Leichtner.  Late  in  the  seventeenth  century  representatives  of 
the  name  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  the  family  was  planted  on  American  soil  in 
Pennsylvania.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  William  Lightner  resjionded  to  the 
country's  call  for  troops,  joining  the  Union  army  and  rendering  valiant  aid  in 
defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes. 

Louis  Lightner  attended  the  country  schools  of  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  having 
come  to  this  state  in  his  infancy  to  live  with  his  aunt,  the  wife  of  Hanson  S. 
Elliott.  In  her  home  he  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  his  education 
was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  was  graduated  in  law,  how- 
ever, from  the  Nebraska  State  University  at  Lincoln  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1910  and  immediately  afterward  removed  to  Columbus,  where  he  at  once  entered 
upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  forming  a  partnership  with  the  Hon. 
James  G.  Recder  in  1908.  The  following  year  John  J.  Sullivan,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Hrm.  withdrew  and  removed  to  Omaha,  at  which  time  the  firm  style  of  Reeder 
&  Lightner  wis  assumed  and  so  continues.  Mr.  Lightner  is  an  able  lawyer,  clear 
in  his  reasoning,  concise  in  liis  appeals  before  the  court  and  logical  in  his  deductions. 
He  prepares  his  cases  \vith  thoroughness,  and  his  devotion  to  his  clients'  interests 
has  become  proverbial.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Equitable  Building,  Loan  &  Savings 
Association  but  otherwise  concentrates  his  energies  upon  his  professional  activities. 

On  tile  31st  of  July,  1907,  in  Liberty,  Missouri,  Mr.  Lightner  was  married 
to  Miss  Margaret  C.  Griffith.  He  is  well  known  in  fraternal  connections  as  a 
Master  Mason,  an  Elk,  a  Modern  Woodman  of  America,  a  Woodman  of  the  \A'orld 
and  as  one  of  the  Sjjanish  War  Veterans  and  also  as  a  member  of  the  Sons  of 
'^'^eterans.  At  the  time  of  the  war  with  Spain  in  1898  he  joined  Company  I  of  the 
Nebraska  National  Guard  and  went  with  his  company  into  the  First  Nebraska 
Volunteer  Infantry.  The  regiment  was  sent  to  the  Philippines  and  Mr.  Lightner 
accompanied  it,  the  command  sailing  from  San  Francisco  in  June.  He  served  until 
December  10,  1898,  when  he  was  mustered  out.  He  was  present  at  the  capture  of 
Manila  on  tlie  13th  of  August  and  was  in  the  preceding  battles  on  the  2d  and  5th 
of  August.  He  was  a  most  loyal  soldier,  bravely  defending  the  interests  of  his 
country,  and  thus  his  name  has  been  placed  on  the  honor  roll  along  with  those  who 
have  rendered  military  service  to  the  United  States  in  its  most  recent  war.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party,  and  he  was  a  delegate  from 
the  thirty-tliird  Nebraska  congressional  district  to  the  Baltimore  convention  in 
1912.  His  interests  are  broad  and  varied  and  show  a  comprehensive  understanding 
of  life,  upon  which  he  places  no  fictitious  values.  He  looks  at  all  questions  of  public 
moment  from  a  practical  standpoint  and  seeks  the  good  of  the  community  in  many 


WILLIAM  A.  ALDERSON. 

:  home  of  William  A.  Alderson  at  Humphrey  is  the  finest  residence  in  the 

lid  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  enterprise  and  business  ability  of  the  owner, 

r  many  years  was  closely  associated  with  agricultural  interests  and  by  the 

management   and    control    of   his    affairs    gained    a    substantial    measure   of 
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success  that  now  classes  him  with  the  men  of  affluence  in  Platte  county.  He  is  now 
living  retired  save  for  the  supervision  which  he  gives  to  his  invested  interests.  He 
■was  born  in  Wisconsin,  Septembei'  20,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Edmund  and  Sarah 
(Woodward)  Alderson,  who  were  natives  of  England.  The  mother  came  to  the 
new  world  with  her  parents  when  a  maiden  of  fourteen  summers  and  the  father 
crossed  the  Atlantic  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years.  Making  his  way 
into  the  interior  of  the  country,  he  settled  in  Wisconsin  and  was  employed  in  the 
lead  mines  for  a  time  and  afterward  became  the  owner  of  a  mine,  the  shaft  of  which 
was  eighty  feet  in  depth,  with  a  ladder  reaching  the  entire  length.  One  day  while 
descending  this  ladder  he  accidentally  slipped  and  was  killed,  being  but  thirty-five 
years  of  age  when  his  death  occurred  on  the  5th  of  March,  1856.  His  widow 
continued  to  live  in  Wisconsin  throughout  her  remaining  days,  passing  away  in 
October,  1893,  when  she  had  reached  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 

William  A.  Alderson  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  Badger  state  and  remained 
with  his  mother  to  the  age  of  nineteen,  when  he  started  out  independently  in  the 
business  world  as  a  farm  hand.  He  was  employed  in  that  manner  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  when  in  April,  1872,  he  left  Wisconsin  and  removed  westward  to  Platte 
county,  Nebraska,  where  he  secured  a  homestead  claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Humphrey  township.  Immediately  he  began  to  develop  and  improve  that 
land,  upon  which,  up  to  that  time,  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned.  The  track  of  the 
plow  was  soon  to  be  seen  across  the  fields  and  as  time  went  on  the  wild  prairie  was 
converted  into  rich  and  productive  fields,  which  he  carefully,  systematically  and 
profitably  developed  for  thirty-nine  years,  or  until  1911,  when  he  retired  and 
removed  to  Fremont,  where  he  made  his  home  for  a  year.  He  then  returned  to 
Humphrey  and  purchased  a  fine  residence  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town, 
standing  on  a  hill  which  commands  a  splendid  view  of  the  surrounding  country. 
He  has  since  resided  in  Humphrey  and  his  home  is  the  most  beautiful  there.  It  is 
a  large  and  commodious  house  of  the  modern  style  of  architecture,  surrounded  by 
well  kept  grounds,  covering  twelve  acres.  He  also  owns  the  original  homestead, 
to  which  he  has  added  as  his  financial  resources  increased  until  his  farm  possessions 
now  comprise  four  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres. 

While  he  no  longer  tills  the  fields  Mr.  Alderson  is  still  a  stockholder  in  the 
Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Humphrey,  of  which  he  was  a  director  for  four 
years.  While  living  upon  the  farm  he  made  a  specialty  of  breeding  and  raising 
shorthorn  cattle  and  Percheron  horses  and  fed  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  head  of 
cattle  annually.  He  did  much  to  improve  the  grade  of  stock  raised  and  his  example 
in  that  direction  and  in  the  work  of  the  fields  has  constituted  a  standard  which 
others  have  profitably  followed. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1871,  Mr.  Alderson  was  united  in  marriage  to  ^Sliss 
Elniira  Slater,  a  daughter  of  James  O.  and  Catherine  (Goodser)  Slater,  who  were 
natives  of  New  York.  The  father  was  a  farmer  of  the  Empire  state  and  during 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  operated  a  boat  on  the  Hudson  river.  He  died  in  1903, 
while  his  wife  has  also  passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alderson  became  the  parents 
of  six  children:  Mabel  F.,  at  home;  Oliver  R.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Humphrey 
township;  Rose  H.,  who  is  teaching  in  the  Humphrey  high  school;  Delia  M.,  the 
wife  of  Eugene  Ainsworth.  who  is  operating  his  father-in-law's  farm ;  William  A., 
who  is  married  and  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  ladies'  tailor  at  Hastings,  Nebraska ; 
and  Verne  Ashland,  who  died  in  1888  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  twenty-eight  days. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alderson  hold  membershijJ  in  the  Methodist  church  and  his 
political  views  are  in  accord  with  tlie  principles  of  the  republican  party.  His  life 
record  is  one  which  should  inspire  and  encourage  others,  showing  what  may  be 
accomplished  when  one  has  the  will  to  dare  .ind  to  do.  When  he  came  to  Nebraska 
he  was  sixteen  dollars  in  debt  and  after  paying  his  homestead  fee  he  had  but  five 
dollars  in  his  possession.  The  change  in  his  financial  condition  has  been  reached 
by  earnest,  persistent  labor,  which  has  made  him  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
the  county,  owning  one  of  the  finest  farms  within  its  borders.  In  all  that  he  has 
done  he  has  been  actuated  by  a  laudable  ambition  and  his  record  proves  that  success 
and  an  honorable  name  may  be  won  simultaneously. 


CLARA  ROSA  AERNI,  D.  C.  PH.  C. 

Dr.  Clara  Rosa  Aerni,  one  of  the  most  successful  chiropractics  of  Nebraska, 
following  her  profession  in  Columbus,  is  a  native  daughter  of  Platte  county,  her 
birth  having  occurred  at  Neboville,  December  30,  1889.  Her  parents  were  Frank 
and  Rosina  Aerni,  natives  of  Switzerland.  The  father  was  born  January  6.  1816, 
in  Hersiwil,  Canton  Solothurn,  while  the  mother  was  from  Utzenstorf,  in  tlir  can- 
ton of  Bern,  her  birth  having  there  occurred,  December  23,  1862.  Tluy  emi- 
grated to  America  on  the  19th  of  May,  1883,  embarking  on  the  steamer  Helvetia 
as  she  made  her  last  trip  over  the  Atlantic.  They  came  direct  to  Columbus,  where 
Mr.  Aerni  still  lives,  lieing  considered  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  this  part  of 
the  state.     His  wife  passed  away  June  23,  1912. 

Dr.  Aerni  acquired  her  early  education  in  a  little  suburban  school  just  thne 
miles  north  of  Columbus,  and  having  completed  the  course  of  instruction  there,  de- 
cided to  enter  the  Columbus  high  school  but  illness  prevented  the  completion  of  hi  r 
course.  She  aitcrwird  studied  dressmaking,  being  graduated  from  the  Women's 
College  of  Scicntifie  Dr.  ssniaking  at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  on  the  22d  of  May,  1909. 
Her  next  undt  rtaluni;  was  umsic.  which  she  studied  in  the  American  School  of 
Music  of  Cliieap..  of  whieli  slie  is  an  alumnus.  Later  she  entered  upon  a  three 
years'  course  i;f  eliiidpraetie  and  was  graduated  on  the  28th  of  August,  191'1,  from 
the  Palmer  School  oi  (  liirdjiractie  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  Chiropractic  is  a  philos- 
ophy, a  science  and  an  art  of  tliintrs  natural  and  a  system  of  adjusting  the  articula- 
tions of  the  spine,  by  liand.  tor  tlie  elimination  of  the  cause  of  disease  (def.  by 
B.  J.  Palmer,  D.  C,  Pli.  ('..  i. resident  of  the  Palmer  School  of  Chiropractic,  Daven-  ■ 
port,  Iowa).  C'liirii|Haetie  is  unique,  as  well  as  universal  in  its  application  and  by 
actual  application  and  by  actual  ]iroof  of  the  fulfillment  of  its  claims,  although 
comparatively  in  its  infancy,  it  has  opened  the  door  to  success  to  over  six  thousand 
practitioners  who  enjoy  the  favor  and  good  wishes  of  over  one  million  intelligent 
people  of  the  world.  Yes,  this  great  boon,  as  it  is  frequently  called,  has  already 
before  the  age  of  twenty,  been  carried  to  many  foreign  lands,  thirteen  foreign 
countries  being  represented  at  one  time  in  the  Palmer  School  of  Chiropractic  (Clii- 
ropractic  Fountain  Head),  located  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  at  which  place  it  was  dis- 
covered by  Dr.  D.  D.  Palmer  about  twenty  years  ago.  It  was  a  very  crude  system 
until  the  son.  Dr.  B.  J.  Palmer,  took  it  in  hand  and  developed  it,  until  today  it  is 
almost  a  painless  method,  and  the  only  direct  method  of  getting  at  the  cause  of  the 
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great  category  of  diseases  found  in  the  human  body.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
therapeutic  methods  are  based  on  the  "treatment  of  effects  of  disease."  Chiropractic 
takes  the  opposite  basic  principle,  that  of  the  "removal  of  the  cause"  (no  cause,  no 
effect).  The  fundamental  idea  is  that  the  source  by  which  nature  reaches  the  vari- 
ous and  minute  parts  of  the  body  is  through  the  brain,  spinal  cord  and  spinal 
nerves,  knowing  that  the  nerves  pass  through  an  opening  in  the  spinal  column  formed 
by  two  movable  vertabrae  (segments)  which  are  subject  to  all  kinds  of  excessive 
forces  in  the  shape  of  blows,  strains,  etc.,  and  which,  having  gone  beyond  the  limit 
of  natural  resistance,  become  subluxated  (slightly  misplaced)  and  thereby  a  pres- 
sure is  brought  to  bear  on  these  most  delicate  nerve  fibers,  thus  destroying  the  life 
carrying  capacity  of  these  nerves,  thus  causing  a  lack  or  excess  of  function  of  that 
portion  of  the  body  supplied  by  such  nerves.  Taking  this  as  a  basis,  naturally  a 
new  method  for  removal  had  to  be  invented,  this  is  the  adjustment  of  vertabrne.  or 
the  scientific  application  of  force  in  the  opposite  direction  of  the,  by  palpation  de- 
termined, subluxation,  thus  removing  the  pressure  on  nerves,  which  permits  the 
natural  currents  to  flow  freely  through  the  once  more  normal  nerves,  and  as  a 
result   you    have   normal    functionation    in   your    portion    of   body    supplied,   making 

After  completing  her  course  in  the  Palmer  School  of  Chiropractic,  Dr.  Aerni 
returned  to  Columbus,  opening  an  office  in  the  Telegram  building,  on  the  3d  of 
September,  and  since  that  time  she  has  built  up  a  good  practice,  her  work  proving 
most  successful  in  coping  with  the  intricate  problems  of  health  and  disease. 

Dr.  Aerni  is  an  active  member  of  the  Universal  Chiropractors  Association  as 
well  as  of  the  Nebraska  Chiropractors  Association.  She  expresses  her  political  views 
as  "peace  above  everything  else."  She  has  membership  with  the  Swiss  Society  of 
Columbus,  in  W.  C.  lodge,  and  is  secretary  of  the  drill  team.  She  is  also  an  active 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  church,  doing  everything  in  her  power  to  advance 
its  work  and  extend  its  influence.  She  is  making  her  life  count  as  a  force  for  good 
boti)  in  professional  and  church  circles. 


WENSEL   J.   TROJAN. 

Wensel  J.  Trojan,  living  at  Tarnov.  lias  d.votr.l  I 
banking  interests  and  at  the  present  time  is  tin  c  ishi,  r 
close  application  and  indefatigable  energy  ccntrilnilii'^  I 
was  born  in  Colfax  county,  Ncbraskn.  in  Scptcinii-r.  ISM 
(Panek)  Trojan,  who  were  natives  of  Austria  and  m  ll 
to  establish  a  home  in  the  new  world.  Landing  on  lin- 
the  country  to  Colfax  county,  Nebraska,  and  the  father 
sixty  acres  of  land  which  he  cultivated  and  im|)roved 
days.  He  had  learned  and  followed  the  blacksmith's 
coming  to  the  new  world  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His 
life's  labors  were  ended  in  death  April  15,  1905,  while  his  wife  passed  away  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1912. 

Wensel   J.   Trojan   attended  the  district   and   public   schools   of   Colfax   county, 
and  the   Fremont   Normal   College   at   Fremont,   Nebraska,   after   which  he   entered 
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upon  his  business  career  as  bookkeeper  in  the  First  National  Bank  at  Leigh,  where 
he  remained  for  nine  months.  He  then  opened  a  bank  of  his  own  at  Royal, 
Nebraska,  which  he  called  the  Royal  State  Bank  and  which  he  conducted  for  two 
years.  He  then  sold  out,  returned  home  and  operated  a  farm  for  two  years  but 
at  the  end  of  that  time  rented  the  land,  altliough  he  still  owns  two  hundred  acres 
there,  from  which  he  obtains  a  good  annual  income.  Removing  to  Tarnov,  he 
became  financially  interested  in  the  Bank  of  Tarnov,  which  is  capitalized  for  fifteeen 
thousand  dollars  and  has  sixty  thousand  dollars  on  deposit.  The  officers  of  the 
institution  are:  George  P.  Bissell,  president;  J.  W.  Hutchison,  vice  president;  and 
Wensel  J.  Trojan,  cashier;  and  these  gentlemen,  together  with  W.  J.  Panek.  con- 
stitute the  board  of  directors.  Mr.  Trojan's  long  experience  in  the  banking  business 
well  qualifies  him  for  the  duties  now  devolving  upon  liini  and  he  is  a  popular 
cashier,  always  courteous  to  the  jjatrons  of  the  bank  and  at  the  same  time  carefully 
safeguarding  the  interests  of  depositors  and  of  the  institution. 

Mr.  Trojan  holds  membership  in  the  Catholic  church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
democrat  and  has  served  as  overseer  of  streets,  while  at  the  present  time  he  is 
a  member  of  the  town  board.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and 
does  everything  to  promote  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lives. 


HERMAN  GEORGE  PERSON. 

Herman  George  Person  is  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  business  at 
Columbus  as  a  dealer  in  agricultural  implements  and  the  proprietor  of  a  blacksmith 
shop.  His  birth  occurred  in  Leer,  Ostfriesland,  Germany,  on  the  9th  of  May,  187;i. 
his  parents  being  Henry  and  !Marie  (Kluever)  Person,  who  were  married  in  that 
country.  The  father,  born  in  1842,  was  a  German  soldier  during  the  period  of  the 
Franco-Prussian  war.  In  1893  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  the  United  States 
and  took  up  his  abode  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  but  at  present  resides  with  his  wife 
at  Niobrara,  Knox  county,  this  state.  The  ancestry  of  the  family  is  traced  back 
to  Louis  de  Person,  who  was  a  native  of  France  and  had  a  coat  of  arms  but  who 
fled  to  Germany  to  escape  the  religious  persecution  suffered  by  the  French  Hugui  - 

Herman  G.  Person  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  tlie  fatherland  aiui 
was  a  young  man  of  twenty  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
emigration  to  the  new  world.  During  the  first  two  years  of  his  residence  in  this 
country  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  subsequently  spent 
a  year  in  a  wagon  shop  at  Concordia,  Missouri.  He  then  returned  to  this  county 
and  started  out  as  an  agriculturist  on  his  own  account,  here  carrying  on  farming 
for  four  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Columbus 
and  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  which  he  has  conducted  continuously  and  successfully 
to  the  present  time,  while  since  1901  he  has  also  dealt  in  agricultural  implements, 
finding  this  branch  of  his  business  a  remunerative  undertaking.  In  the  conduct  of 
his  interests  he  displays  excellent  ability  and  sound  judgment  which  insure  his 
continued   and  growing  prosperity. 

In  November,  1896,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Person  was  united  in  marriage 
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to  Miss  Sophie  Kluever,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Kluever.  They  have  three  sons: 
Henry  George,  Rudolph  and  Herbert.  Mr.  Person  gives  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  republican  party  and  has  fraternal  relations  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Baptist  church.  Botli  he  and  his  wife  are  widely  and  favorably  known  in  Columbus, 
having  won  iUv  unciualified  confidence  and  regard  of  all  with  whom  they  have  come 
in  contact  during  the  period  of  their  residence  here. 


WILLIAM  FINLEY  DODDS. 

William  Finley  Dodds,  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  is  a  well  known 
and  representative  agriculturist  residing  on  section  27,  Shell  Creek  township,  and 
has  lived  on  his  present  farm  for  the  past  twenty  years.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  yth  of  March,  1810,  his  parents  being 
Joseph  and  Sarah  Ann  (Lowry)  Dodds,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  county. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  common  schools  in 
the  acquirement  of  an  education,  receiving  his  early  instruction  in  a  log  schoolhouse. 
In  1861  he  enlisted  in  defense  of  the  Union  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Eleventh 
Pennsj-ivania  Reserves,  serving  with  that  command  for  sixteen  months.  At  the 
seven  days'  siege  of  Richmond  he  received  a  bullet  wound  in  the  knee  and  had  a 
knuckle  shot  from  his  right  hand  while  reaching  to  pick  up  the  rebel  flag.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  and  was  incarcerated  in  Libby  prison  for  three  months,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  was  sent  home  on  account  of  disability.  His  brother  ]\Iathew  died 
in  the  service  of  the  Union  and  another  brother,  John  R.,  also  followed  the  stars 
and   stripes   on   southern   battlefields.      The   latter   lived  to  come  home. 

After  returning  from  the  war  Mr.  Dodds  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  successfully  follow,  d  farming  in  rnmsylvania  until  1880,  when  he 
came  to  Platte  county,  Xebraska,  .irrivin-  hn-,  on  Ihr  18th  day  of  March.  Here 
he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  (•(intiiiuously  to  tin  present  time,  now  owning  a 
forty-acre  tract  of  land  near  Columbus,  while  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  has 
lived  on  his  present  farm  in  Shell  Creek  township,  which  he  operates  as  a  renter 
in  association  with  his  sons.  He  carries  on  the  work  of  the  fields  in  accordance 
with  the  most  modern  and  jjractical  methods  of  agriculture  and  annually  gathers 
rich  harvests. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1865,  Mr.  Dodds  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Jane  Shannon,  who  was  born  in  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  ]\Iarch 
23,  1842.  To  them  have  been  born  nine  children,  as  follows:  Olive,  who  is  the 
vn(e  of  John  Cooper,  of  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania;  Joseph,  who  wedded  Miss 
Lena  Phillips  and  lives  in  Cambridge,  Nebraska;  Roy,  who  married  Miss  Lillian 
Bartmess  and  makes  his  home  in  Portland,  Oregon;  John  L. ;  William;  Flora  Birde, 
who  is  engaged  in  teaching;  Anna  Marie;  Elizabeth  May;  and  Grace  Shannon,  a 
trained   nurse   in   Omaha. 

Mr.  Dodds  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy  and  for  nine  year.? 
has  served  as  assessor  of  Shell  Creek  township,  making  a  most  creditable  record 
in  that  capacity.  He  and  his  wife  were  formerly  members  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian   church    and    now    attend    the    Presbyterian    church    in    their    home    locality. 
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They  have  lived  in  Platte  county  for  thirty-five  years  and  enjoy  an  extensive 
and  favorable  acquaintance  within  its  borders.  Mr.  Dodds  has  now  passed  the 
seventy-fifth  milestone  on  life's  journey  and  his  career  has  ever  been  such  that  he 
can  look  back  over  the  past  without  regret  and  forward  to  the  future  without  fear. 


JAMES  NOONAN. 


When  death  called  James  Noonan  Platte  county  lost  one  of  its  representative 
citizens  and  largest  landowners.  His  life  record  proved  what  can  be  accomplished 
by  determination  and  intelligently  directed  energy  and  constituted  an  example  well 
worthy  of  being  followed.  He  worked  hard,  recognizing  the  fact  that  industry  is  the 
basis  of  all  honorable  success.  Born  in  Ireland  in  April,  1854,  he  was  a  son  of 
James  and  Bridget  (Welch)  Noonan,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  country  and 
there  remained  throughout  life. 

The  son  spent  his  youthful  days  with  his  parents  and  the  national  schools 
of  the  country  afforded  him  his  educational  opportunities.  He  was  ambitious, 
however,  to  make  the  best  use  of  his  time  and  talents  and,  thinking  that  the  new 
world  offered  superior  advantages,  lie  came  to  America  in  1871,  landing  at  New 
York,  where  he  worked  for  a  time  in  a  stone  quarry.  For  four  years  he  continued 
a  resident  of  that  state  and  then  again  started  westward,  making  his  way  to  tliis 
county,  wliich  was  still  a  frontier  district,  much  of  the  l.nul  liciiig  yet  in  posses- 
sion of  the  government.  He  made  claim  to  a  homestead  in  Burrows  township.  ))rovcd 
up  on  and  secured  the  title  to  the  place  and  bent  his  energies  to  its  development  and 
cultivation.  He  and  his  brother  Peter  engaged  in  farming  together  for  eighteen 
years  and  won  recognition  as  leading  agriculturists  of  the  county.  As  he  prospered 
in  his  undertakings  James  Noonan  added  to  iiis  possessions,  purchasing  more  land 
from  time  to  time  until  his  holdings  comjirised  eleven  hundred  acres,  which  his 
widow  now  owns.  Carefully,  systematically  and  persistently  he  carried  on  the 
farm  work,  his  efforts  bringing  him  substantial  success.  He  was  thus  busily  en- 
gaged up  to  the  time  of  his  demise,  which  occurred  in  July,  19] 2,  after  a  short 
illness,  when  he  was  sixty-eight  j-ears  of  age.  It  seemed  that  he  might  j'et  have 
been  spared  for  further  activity  and  usefulness,  for  he  had  become  one  of  the 
valued  and  representative  farmers  of  Platte  county.  His  home  place  was  on  sec- 
tion 6,  Burrows  township,  and  all  of  his  land  was  in  that  township  save  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  lying  in  Joliet  township.  His  son  is  now  cultivating  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  while  the  remainder  of  the  land  is  rented  t" 
others,  bringing  tlie  familj^  a  good  annual  income. 

In  July,  1876,  Mr.  Noonan  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  Dixon,  a  daugl)ter  of 
William  and  Mary  (Flynn)  Dixon,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland,  in  wliich 
country  Mrs.  Noonan  was  born  in  April,  18.52.  Her  father  followed  farming  there 
and  never  sought  a  home  in  the  new  world,  passing  away  on  the  Emerald  isle  in 
1901.  His  wife  had  died  long  before,  her  death  occurring  in  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Noonan  became  the  parents  of  a  son,  William  James,  now  thirty-three  years  of 
age,  who  is  operating  the  home  place. 

Mr.  Noonan  was  a  Catholic  in  his  church  relations,  and  he  was  always  an 
earnest  democrat  from  the  time  that  he  became  a  naturalized  Americn  citizen.     He 
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never  regretted  his  determination  to  come  to  the  new  world,  for  here  he  found 
favorable  business  conditions  and  in  their  improvement  worked  his  way  steadily 
upward,  winning  a  most  creditable  place  among  the  prosperous  farmers  and  highly 
respected  residents  of  Platte  county. 


REV.  ERNEST  DENNINGER. 

Rev.  Ernest  Denninger,  pastor  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  in 
townshi]),  his  home  being  on  section  11,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Germany,  on 
of  October,  1819,  and  in  the  acquirement  of  an  education  there  attended  the 
and  high  scliools.  He  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  when,  in  1872,  he 
came  to  the  United  States.  Later  he  pursued  a  course  in  Concordia  College  at 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  after  which  he  took  up  the  active  work  of  the  ministry,  to 
which  he  has  now  devoted  forty  years  of  his  life,  his  labors  being  attended  with 
good  results  and  constituting  an  important  factor  in  the  moral  progress  of  the 
communities  in  which  he  has  made  his  home.  His  first  pastoral  service  was  in 
Holmes  county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  eleven  years.  He  afterward  spent 
a  year  and  a  half  in  Clark  county,  Wisconsin,  and  eighteen  years  in  Madison  county, 
Nebraska.  He  was  called  to  his  present  charge  in  Bismark  township  in  1906 
and  here  has  a  congregation  of  sixty  voting  members.  In  the  intervening  period 
of  nine  years  he  has  conscientiously  and  zealously  carried  on  his  work  with  good 
results,  his  labors  constituting  an  eH'citivc  force  in  shaping  moral  thought  and 
interests  in  the  community. 

In  Ohio  the  Rev.  Denninger  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara  Lehner,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Theodore,  who  is  living  in  Battle  Creek, 
Nebraska;  Lena,  the  wife  of  Frank  Scheer,  of  Madison  county,  Nebraska;  Celia, 
the  wife  of  Oscar  Goeriz,  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany;  S3'bil]a,  who  is  a  nurse  in 
Fort  Wayne.  Indiana;  Nellie,  the  wife  of  Paul  Johannes,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska; 
Robert,  a  parochial  school  teacher  in  Columbus,  Indiana;  Hulda,  who  is  with  her 
sister  Nellie  in  Omaha;  and  Walter  and  Ella,  at  home.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Denninger 
are  widely  known  in  Bismark  township  and  their  part  of  the  county  and  the 
warmest  regard  is  entertained  for  them  by  all  with  whom  they  have  come  in  contact. 


FERDINAND  FUCHS. 
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Ids  family  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Humphrey  township, 
where  he  homesteaded  on  section  28.  There  he  carried  on  general  farming  until 
1884,  when  he  retired  from  active  business  life  and  removed  to  Humphrey,  enjoying 
well  earned  rest  throughout  his  remaining  days.  He  died  in  1898,  while  his  widow, 
now  eighty-seven  years  of  age,  makes  her  home  with  her  children. 

Ferdinand  Fuchs  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Germany.  He  remained 
upon  the  home  farm  with  his  parents  and  assisted  in  the  development  of  the  fields 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  He  then  married  and  began  farming 
on  his  own  account,  at  which  time  he  located  on  his  father's  place  on  section  28, 
Humphrey  township,  devoting  four  and  one-half  years  to  the  further  development 
and  improvement  of  that  property.  He  then  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
where  he  now  lives  on  section  29  and,  removing  thereto,  has  since  made  it  his 
home.  He  has  worked  hard,  industry  and  enterprise  being  numbered  among  his 
salient  characteristics,  and  at  various  times  he  has  added  to  his  holdings  until  today 
he  owns  eleven  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  well  improved  land.  Some  of  this 
he  rents,  while  his  sons  farm  the  remainder.  Mr.  Fuchs  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent, progressive  and  successful  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Humphrey  township. 
He  displays  sound  judgment  in  the  management  of  all  of  his  interests  and  his  plans 
are  at  once  practical  and  progressive.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Humphrey  and  has  continuously  served  on  its  board 
of  directors.  He  assisted  in  drawing  up  the  by-laws  for  the  company  and  his 
sagacity  and  sound  judgment  have  constituted  strong  elements  in  its  success. 

■  On  the  26th  of  June,  1883,  Mr.  Fuchs  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Brockhaus,  whose  birth  occurred  April  5,  1863,  her  parents  being  G.  H.  and  Annie 
(Sommers)  Brockhaus,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1848,  while  the  mother  came  later.  G.  H.  Brockhaus 
located  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  sailor  and  fisherman 
for  a  time,  while  subsequently  he  made  his  way  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  a 
short  time,  and  there  worked  at  the  cooper's  trade.  Later  he  located  on  a  farm 
in  Wisconsin,  but  in  1876  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  purchased  land  and 
located  in  Grand  Prairie  to\oisbip,  where  he  made  his  home  for  two  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  removed  to  Humphrey  township  and  bought  a  farm 
on  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing  away  on  the  16th  of  January, 
1912.     He  had  long  survived  his  wife,  who  died  in  1879. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuchs  have  been  born  twelve  children,  as  follows:  John  F., 
whose  birth  occurred  October  20,  1884,  and  who  is  a  farmer  residing  on  section  '^7. 
Humphrey  township;  Mary,  born  December  3,  1886;  Johanna,  whose  natal  d.iy 
was  January  9,  1889;  Joseph,  born  September  18,  1891;  Elizabeth,  born  August 
28,  1893;  Rosa,  born  October  24,  1894;  Frank,  born  December  3,  1896;  Henry, 
born  January  4,  1898;  George,  who  was  born  in  April,  1899,  and  jjassed  away  on 
the  23d  of  August  following;  Odelia,  born  August  24,  1900;  Anton,  born  February 
23,  1903;  and  Alice,  born  June  21,  1904. 

Mr.  Fuchs  and  his  family  are  all  members  of  St.  Francis  Catholic  church  of 
Humphrey,  in  which  he  has  served  as  a  trustee,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  St. 
Joseph's  Men's  Society  of  that  church.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  the  demo- 
cratic party  where  national  issues  are  involved,  but  when  occasion  demands  he 
votes  for  the  candidate  whom  he  regards  as  best  qualified  for  office  irrespective  ot 
party   lines.      His    fellow    townsmen,   appreciative   of    his    worth    and    ability,    have 
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frequently  called  him  to  office  and  he  is  now  serving  for  the  third  year 
of  Humphrey  township,  while  for  one  term  he  was  township  treasurer  and  for  six 
years  was  a  member  of  the  Humphrey  school  board.  To  become  the  owner  of 
eleven  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  is  a  notable  and  creditable  record  and  Mr. 
Fuchs  deserves  much  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished.  His  activities  have 
been  carefully  directed  and  his  persistency  of  purpose,  reliable  methods  and  inde- 
fatigable enterprise  have  brought  him  to  a  creditable  position  among  the  business 
men  of  the  county. 


THEODORE  K.  MATZEX. 

Theodore  K.  Matzen  is  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Columbus.  For  many  years 
he  was  actively  identified  with  the  work  of  the  fields  and  his  industry  and  the 
intelligent  direction  of  his  labor  brought  to  him  a  substantial  measure  of  success 
that  now  permits  him  to  enjoy  the  good  things  of  life  without  further  recourse  to 
active  work.  He  was  born  at  Middelfart,  Denmark,  May  28,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of 
Christian  and  Hannah  (Lund)  Matzen.  The  father  devoted  his  early  life  to  the 
drug  business  and  afterward  engaged  in  conducting  a  hotel. 

In  the  family  were  eleven  children,  of  whom  Theodore  K.  was  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth.  He  acquired  a  common-school  education  and  entered  the  workaday 
world  as  cabin  boy  on  a  sailing  vessel  when  but  thirteen  and  one-half  years  of  age. 
Later  he  was  employed  as  cook  and  during  the  war  of  1848-9,  between  Denmark 
and  Germany,  the  vessel  on  which  he  worked  carried  the  wounded.  He  afterward 
went  to  Apcuradc,  Schleswig,  German}',  where  he  spent  three  and  one-half  years 
in  learning  the  shipbuilding  trade,  becoming  quite  expert  as  a  ship  carpenter.  He 
then  again  sailed  on  the  high  seas,  taking  passage  on  a  Danish  vessel  at  Antwerp 
on  which  he  went  by  way  of  Liverpool  to  South  America,  carrying  a  general  cargo. 
From  South  America  the  ship  sailed  to  Hongkong  and  at  that  place  was  chartered 
by  a  Chinese  firm  for  a  period  of  three  years,  after  which  the  first  trip  made  was  to 
Rotterdam  with  a  cargo  of  tea.  On  that  trip  the  ship  lost  its  chief  mate  and  Mr. 
Matzen  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  second  mate,  which  rank  he  held  until  1863. 
Through  the  succeeding  two  years  he  was  employed  in  a  shipyard  in  Australia  and 
in  1865  he  left  Sydney  for  San  Francisco.  In  that  city  he  made  his  home  for  three 
years  and  for  two  years  sailed  on  coast  steamers  plying  between  San  Francisco  and 
Panama  and  for  one  year  between  San  Francisco  and  San  Diego. 

In  1867  Mr.  Matzen  took  out  his  first  papers  of  citizenship.  The  following  year 
was  spent  in  the  mines  of  Montana  and  in  the  fall  of  1868  he  returned  to  San 
Francisco,  where  for  two  years  he  was  employed  on  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  in 
the  bridge  department.  In  1871  he  went  to  Chicago,  arriving  in  that  city  soon 
after  the  great  fire  in  October.  He  continued  to  reside  there  for  two  years  and 
was  employed  by  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  Company  in  the  car  shops 
as  a  carpenter. 

It  was  while  residing  in  that  city  that  he  met  Miss  Bertha  Marie  Iveson,  a 
native  of  Denmark,  who  had  been  a  resident  of  Chicago  from  1869.  They  were 
married  in  June,  1872,  and  in  April  the  next  year  removed  to  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,    taking   up    a    homestead    of   eighty    acres.      Later    ]SIr.    Matzen    secured 
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several  additional  eighty-acre  tracts  of  railroad  land  until  his  holdings  comprised 
a  half  section.  He  passed  through  the  grasshopper  plague  and  through  the  drought, 
the  crops  being  an  entire  failure  for  several  years,  but  with  unfaltering  courage  he 
persevered  in  his  course  and  his  labors  were  at  length  rewarded.  In  addition  to 
tilling  the  soil  in  the  cultivation  of  various  cereals  he  engaged  in  raising  Shorthorn 
cattle  and  Poland  Cliina  hogs  and  made  of  his  farm  a  valuable  and  productive 
property.  As  the  years  passed  on  he  gained  a  very  substantial  measure  of  success 
and  with  a  handsome  competence  was  able  to  retire. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matzen  are  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Niels,  who 
wedded  Miss  Carrie  Friend  and  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  California ; 
Chris,  who  married  Miss  Laura  Carstenson  and  is  a  farmer  residing  at  St.  Edward, 
Nebraska;  Mamie,  a  nurse  of  Columbus  who  obtained  her  professional  training  in 
Omaha ;  Emma,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Illinois  Training  School  and  is  now  a 
trained  nurse  living  in  Chicago;  Estelle,  a  trained  nurse  of  Columbus  who  prepared 
for  her  work  in  Omaha;  Walter  M.,  who  follows  farming  in  Columbus  township; 
Elise,  at  home ;  and  two  who  are  deceased. 

In  politics  Mr.  Matzen  has  always  been  independent,  yet  has  not  been  remiss 
in  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  has  been  active  in  furthering  many  movements  for 
the  general  good.  For  many  years  he  served  on  the  school  board  and  in  1899  helped 
to  build  the  Danish  Lutheran  church  in  his  tnwiishi]).  In  the  fall  of  1908  he 
removed  to  Columbus,  where  he  is  now  ri  sidini;.  s|irii(ling  his  days  in  the  enjoyment 
of  well  earned  rest.  In  1913,  when  si\cnty  right  yiars  of  age.  he  returned  on  a 
trip  to  his  old  home  in  Denmark,  spending  three  months  in  visiting  the  friends  and 
scenes  of  his  youth  and  early  manhood.  He  greatly  enjoys  fishing  and  now  has 
leisure  to  indulge  his  liking  for  that  sport.  He  has  passed  the  eightieth  milestone 
on  life's  journey  and  is  one  of  the  venerable  citizens  of  Columbus,  but  in  spirit  and 
interests  seems  much  younger,  and  young  people  as  well  as  those  of  mort;  mature 
years   find  him  most  companionable. 


GLENN   H.  FRITZ.  D.   D.  S. 


Dr.  Glenn  H.  Fritz,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dental  surgery  in  Humphrey,  in 
which  connection  his  conscientious  and  efficient  work  is  winning  him  a  well  estab- 
lished and  enviable  reputation,  was  born  in  Garnavillo,  Iowa,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
1891,  a  son  of  H.  W.  and  Matilda  (Maurer)  Fritz.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Mercer  county.  Ohio,  and  was  of  German  descent.  When  a  boy,  in  I860,  he 
accompniiiKl  his  parents  to  Iowa,  the  family  home  being  established  upon  a  farm 
in  that  state.  His  father,  Daniel  Fritz,  was  a  bricklayer  by  trade,  but  at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war  business  interests  were  put  aside  and  he  responded  to  the 
country's  call  for  troops,  serving  with  distinction  throughout  the  period  of  hostilities. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  home  and  resumed  work  at  his  trade.  In  his 
youthful  days  H.  W.  Fritz  learned  the  brick  and  stone  mason's  trade  with  his 
father  and  followed  that  pursuit  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years, 
when  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  which  he  capably  and  successfully  cultivated  until  1900.  He  then  abandoned 
the   work   of  the   fields   and   devoted   his   entire  time   to  the   practice   of   veterinary 
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surgery,  which  he  is  now  following  in  Garnavillo,  Iowa.  His  wife  is  also  a  native 
of  Mercer  county,  Ohio,  and  in  the  town  where  they  reside  they  are  widely  and 
favorably  known. 

At  tlie  usual  age  Dr.  Fritz  became  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Garnavillo 
and  passed  through  consecutive  grades  until  graduated  from  the  high  school  with 
the  class  of  1908,  He  then  entered  the  dental  department  of  Creighton  University 
at  Omaha  in  the  fall  of  1910  and  was  graduated  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1913, 
at  whicii  time  the  D.  D.  S.  degree  was  conferred  upon  him.  In  June  of  that  year 
he  came  to  lliiinjjiircy.  where  he  opened  an  office  and  began  practice.  He  has 
since  follciwnl  his  jirofession  and  a  liberal  patronage  has  been  accorded  him,  for 
the  public  recognized  that  he  was  -u  quaintt  d  with  the  most  modern  scientific 
methods  of  dental  work,  that  his  ofHii-  is  w(  11  equipped  and  that  he  is  capable  of 
doing  the  mose  delicate  duties  of  dentil  surgery. 

Dr.  Fritz  became  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  of  Garnavillo  and  is  a  worthy 
exemplar  of  the  craft.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  where  national  issues  are 
involved  but  casts  an  independent  local  ballot,  regarding  the  capability  of  a  candidate 
rather  than  his  party  affiliation.  The  Doctor  is  a  young  man  possessed  of  laudable 
ambition  and  firm  purpose  and  his  friends  feel  no  hesitancy  in  predicting  for  him 
a  successful  future. 


JOHN    C.    BYRNES. 


John  C.  Byrnes  is  active  in  the  field  of  real  estate  in  Columbus.  He  is  engaged 
in  business  as  partner  in  the  firm  of  Regan  &  Byrnes,  a  firm  which  has  enjoyed 
continuous  and  prosperous  existence  for  six  years.  He  was  born  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  January  16,  1867.  His  father,  Laurence  Byrnes,  was  a  native  of 
County  Wicklow,  Ireland,  and  in  the  year  1831  came  to  the  United  States  with  his 
parents,  being  then  twelve  years  of  age.  In  St.  Louis  he  was  marriid  to  Miss 
Bridget  O'Connor,  who  now  resides  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  ilr.  Byrnes  .still 
makes  his  home  in  St.  Louis. 

John  C.  Byrnes  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  brought  to  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  in  1869  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  country  schools,  which 
he  attended  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He  worked  on  the  home 
farm  during  the  periods  of  vacation  and  after  his  textbooks  were  put  aside,  and 
in  1897,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Platte  county,  taking 
the  office  in  1898.  He  was  prompt  and  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and 
his  capability  and  loyalty  led  to  his  reelection  until  he  had  served  for  three  terms. 
He  retired  from  the  position  as  he  had  entered  it,  with  the  confidence  and  good- 
will of  all  concerned  and  since  that  date — 1905 — he  has  been  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business  in  Columbus.  In  1909  the  firm  of  Ryan  &  Byrnes  was  organized 
and  has  since  been  active  in  the  real-estate  field.  They  handle  much  property, 
negotiating  many  important  realty  transfers  and  Mr.  Byrnes  is  thoroughly  informed 
concerning  realty  values  and  knows  what  is  upon  the  market,  so  that  he  is  able 
to  make  judicious  investments  for  his  clients. 

In  1898,  in  Columbus,  .Mr.  Byrnes  was  married  to  Miss  Magdalena  Gietzen, 
who   died    in    1902.   leaving   a   daughter.   Mary.      Four   years  later,   or   in    1906,  in 
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Columbus,  he  wedded  Miss  Anna  M.   Gietzen,  a  sister  of  his   first   wife,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Louise,  Katherine  and  Ellen. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Byrnes  has  long  been  an  earnest  democrat  and  is  one  of  the  leaders  of 
his  party  in  Platte  county.  He  has  given  earnest  support  to  the  party  since  age 
conferred  upon  liim  the  right  of  franchise  and  he  has  not  only  held  the  office 
of  sheriff  for  three  terms  but  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  for 
the  term  covering  the  years  1907-8.  Mr.  Byrnes  belongs  to  the  Catholic  Order  of 
Foresters  and  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  also  connected  with 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Catholic  Knights  of  America,  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians.  Li 
these  associations  he  is  widely  known  and  his  popularity  is  well  established. 


HON.  GEORGE  H.  THOMAS. 

Hon.  George  H.  Thomas,  a  leading  and  distinguished  citizen  of  Columbus,  i 
now  serving  for  the  second  terra  as  judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district,  being  r« 
elected  to  that  office  without  opposition  in  1911.  His  birth  occurred  in  Lexingtoi 
New  York,  on  the  13th  of  August,  1857,  his  parents  being  Ezekiel  and  Sarah  Maria 
(Thompson)  Thomas,  the  former  a  native  of  Bolton.  New  York,  and  the  latter  of 
Lexington,  that  state.  They  were  married  in  Lexington,  New  York,  and  there  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  their  demise.  jMrs.  Thomas  passing  away  in  the  year  1890. 
Ezekiel  Thomas  carried  on  merchandisiuo-  tlirciuiihout  his  active  business  career. 

George  H.  Tliomas  acquired  his  edueition  in  the  rural  schools  of  Greene  county. 
New  York,  and  also  attended  the  Catskill  Academy  of  Catskill,  New  York,  for  one 
term.  Leaving  that  institution  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he  followed  the  profes- 
sion of  teaching  for  one  term  and  then  made  his  way  to  Warrensburg,  New  York, 
where  he  spent  a  year  reading  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Cunningham.  Subse- 
quently he  went  to  Acra,  New  York,  where  he  spent  the  summer  of  1876  working 
on  a  farm,  and  afterward  taught  one  term  of  school  in  Lexington.  In  April,  1877, 
he  resumed  his  reading  in  the  law  office  of  Addison  C.  Griswold,  at  Catskill,  New 
York,  there  remaining  until  October  10,  1877,  when  he  entered  another  law  office 
and  continued  therein  until  July  26,  1878. 

Mr.  Thomas  then  came  west  to  Schuyler,  Colfax  county,  Nebraska,  arriving  on 
the  31st  of  the  same  month.  Soon  afterward  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  formed 
a  law  partnership  with  Charles  J.  Phelps,  under  the  firm  style  of  Phelps  &  Thomas, 
practicing  in  Schuyler.  In  October,  1881,  the  partnership  was  discontinued  and 
Mr.  Thomas,  subsequently  practiced  alone  in  Schuyler  until  1906,  being  accorded  a 
liberal  and  lucrative  clientage.  In  the  spring  of  1907  he  came  to  Columbus 
Nebraska,  and  in  the  following  fall  was  elected  district  judge  of  the  sixth  judicial 
district  for  a  four-year  term,  making  such  a  commendable  record  during  that  time 
that  he  was  r(  t  K xIkI  without  opposition  in  1911.  His  decisions  indicate  strong 
mentality,  careful  analysis,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law  and  an  unbiased  judg- 
ment. The  judge  on  tlie  lieueh  fails  more  frequently,  perhaps,  from  a  deficiency 
in    that    broad-mindedness    which    not    only    comprehends   the   details   of   a    situation 
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quickly  and  tliat  insures  a  complete  self-control  under  even  the  most  exasperating 
conditions  than  from  any  other  cause;  and  the  judge  who  makes  a  success  in  the 
discharge  of  his  multitudinous  delicate  duties  is  a  man  of  well-rounded  character, 
finely  balanced  mind  and  of  splendid  intellectual  attainments.  That  Judge  Thomas 
is  regarded  as  such  a  jurist  is  a  uniformly  accepted  fact. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  188i,  in  Schuyler,  Nebraska,  Judge  Thomas  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  M.  Conant,  her  father  being  Elisha  Conant,  a  native 
of  ]Maine.  The  political  views  of  Judge  Thomas  are  in  accord  with  the  principles 
of  the  democracy.  In  188i  he  was  elected  to  the  lower  house  of  the  Nebraska 
legislature,  serving  therein  for  one  term,  while  in  1887  he  was  chosen  county  judge 
of  Colfax  county  and  also  remained  in  that  office  for  one  term.  He  acted  as  county 
attorney  of  Colfax  county  for  two  terms  and  for  a  similar  jieriod  served  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  education  at  Schuyler,  Nebraska.  In  1891.  he  was  nominated 
for  congress  from  the  third  district  but  declined  to  accept  the  cuididMoy.  His 
military  record  covers  a  year's  service  (1886)  as  lieutenant  of  Coiiiii.iiiy  K.  S,  c- 
ond  Regiment  of  the  Nebraska  National  Guard.  Fraternally  he  is  kiKiwn  .is  ,i  Mas- 
ter Mason  and  an  Elk,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Ever  a  man  of  honorable  purpose,  he  possesses,  too,  a  kindly  spirit  and  an  affable 
disposition  that  make  him  pojjular  with  his  friends,  whom  he  judges  not  by  their 
material  wealth  but  by  their  worth  of  character. 


CHARLES  GERTSCH. 

Charles  Gertsch  is  a  representative  farmer  of  Bismark  township,  living  on 
section  13,  where  he  has  one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  of  the  county,  his  landed 
possessions  aggregating  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres.  Mr.  Gertsch  is  a  native 
of  Switzerland,  his  birth  having  occurred  at  Bern  on  the  4th  of  March,  1855.  He 
was  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  when  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  country 
and  sailed  for  the  United  States  in  company  with  his  parents,  Christ  and  Paulina 
Gertsch,  and  his  three  brothers,  Paul,  Samuel  and  Albert,  the  first  named  also  a 
resident  of  Platte  county.  Making  his  way  from  the  coast  into  the  interior,  arriv- 
ing in  Platte  county  May  11,  1873,  the  father  established  the  family  home  here, 
taking  up  a  homestead  of  eighty  acres  and  afterward  adding  to  his  land  by  pur- 
chasing property  at  ten  dollars  per  acre. 

Charles  Gertsch  was  largely  educated  in  the  schools  of  Switzerland,  although 
lie  attended  school  to  some  extent  in  the  Bismark  township  district  school  No.  2. 
Through  the  period  of  his  later  youth  he  aided  in  the  work  of  the  farm  and  has 
always  continued  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits,  carrying  on  general  farming 
and  cattle  raising.  •  He  has  worked  diligently  and  persistently  and  through  wise 
investment  has  become  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  of  rich  and 
arable  land,  pleasantly  situated  in  Bismark  township.  This  is  a  most  attractive 
place.  In  its  midst  stands  a  commodious  residence,  and  there  are  also  good  barns 
and  outbuildings  adequate  for  the  shelter  of  all  his  grain  and  his  stock.  He  raises 
the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate  and  he  also  gives  considerable  attention 
to  the  raising  of  cattle.      In  business  aflfairs  his  judgment  is  sound  and  his  enter- 
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prise  unfaltering,  and  he  carries  forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  In 
undertakes. 

On  the  ]6th  of  October,  1896,  Mr.  Gertsch  was  united  in  marriage  to  .Miss 
Lydia  Person,  a  daugliter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Person,  of  Knox  county,  Nebraska. 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  ten  children;  Paul,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Carl 
Christian,  Henry  Walter,  John  Ernst,  Martlia  Chiisliua,  Theodore  Emanuel, 
Albert  Werner,  Lydia  and  Samuel  Herbert,  all  yet  under  the  jjarental  roof.  Theirs 
is  a  notable  record  in  that  the  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Gertsch  is  a  republican  and  keeps  well  informed  on 
the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  so  that  he  is  able  to  support  his  position  by 
intelligent  argument,  but  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office,  having  never  been  an 
aspirant  for  political  honors.  He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  German 
Lutheran  church,  are  interested  in  its  work,  contribute  generously  to  its  support 
and  exemplify  its  teachings  in  their  lives.  For  forty-two  years  Mr.  Gertsch  has 
been  a  resident  of  Platte  county  and  has  therefore  witnessed  much  of  its  growth 
and  development,  while  his  interest  in  its  welfare  and  upbuilding  has  been  manifest 
in   many  tangible  and  helpful  ways. 


ALBERT  JAMES  GALLEY. 

A  prominent  representative  of  commercial  interests  of  Platte  county  is  Albert 
James  Galley,  of  Columbus,  who  is  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Galley 
Dry  Goods  Company  and  who  has  throughout  his  entire  business  career  been  iden- 
tified with  that  enterprise.  He  was  born  January  5,  1872,  a  son  of  James  Henry 
and    Helen   Galley.      The   father   has   resided    in    Columbus    since    18.-)9,    while    the 
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with  which  he  served  at  the  front  until  honorably  discharged.  He  is  now  a  meuiln  r 
of  Baker  Post,  No.  9,  G.  A.  R. 

Passing  through  consecutive  grades  in  the  public  schools  of  Columbus,  AllHit 
James  Galley  eventually  came  to  his  graduation  from  the  high  school  with  tlir 
class  of  1888.  He  attended  the  Omaha  Commercial  College  in  1889  and  1890  and 
was  thus  qualified  for  a  commercial  career.  He  made  his  initial  step  in  business 
life  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  for  his  father,  J.  H.  Galley,  who  was  engaged  in  dealing 
in  dry  goods  and  clothing,  having  a  large  and  well  appointed  store  and  handling 
a  good  stock.  From  1890  until  1912  Albert  J.  Galley  was  an  employe  in  the  store, 
but  with  the  reorganization  of  the  business  he  became  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
tlie  Galley  Dry  Goods  Company  and  is  now  bending  his  efforts  to  administrative 
direction  and  executive  control.  He  studies  closely  every  phase  of  the  trade  and  ni 
the  conduct  of  the  business  never  deviates  from  the  high  standards  which  were  set 
up  at  the  beginning.  In  addition  to  his  other  interests  he  was  at  one  lime  president 
of  the  Columbus  Land,  Loan  &  Building  Association  but  has  now  retired  from  that 
connection.     He  is  also  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Columbus  City  Band. 

On  the  23d  of  February,   1909,  at  Columbus,  Nebraska,  ISIr.  Galley  was  united 
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in  marriage  to  ^liss  Grace  Maude  Woods,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Susan  A.  Woods. 
,Her  father  resided  in  Columbus  from  1878  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1887.  When  the  Civil  war  oeeurrcd  he  went  to  tli,-  front.  Incoming  a 
member  of  Company  C,  Fifteenth  Reginmit  of  Indiana  Ndiiuitcti-  Inf.intry,  having 
enlisted  as  a  drummer  in  1861  and  serving  until  the  end  of  tiie  Mar.  He  was  a 
member  of  Baker  Post,  No.  9,  G.  A.  R.,  and  also  of  Wildly  Lodge,  Xo.  l-l,  I  O. 
O.  F.  On  the  9th  of  ]\Larch,  1879,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  A. 
Clark,  whose  family  came  to  Nebraska  in  the  year  1877.  To  them  were  born  two 
children,  namely:  Grace  Maude,  whose  natal  day  was  February  26,  1881;  and 
Charles  Henry,  whose  birth  occurred  July  8,  1883,  and  who  died  in  February, 
1903.  The  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1911.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Galley  have  two  children,  as  follows:  Albert  Charles,  born 
February  26,   1910;  and  James  Henry,  born  in  February,   1912. 

In  politics  Mr.  Galley  is  a  republican  'and  for  five  years,  beginning  in  1900, 
he  filjed  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Columbus,  making  a  most  creditable 
record  in  that  position.  He  was  a  most  faithful  custodian  of  the  public  funds  and 
in  other  relations  of  citizenship  has  been  equally  loyal.  He  stands  at  all  times 
for  progress  and  improvement  in  community  affairs  and  since  1891  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  Columbus  volunteer  fire  department,  of  which  he  has  acted 
as  chief  since  1906.  He  is  now  a  past  president  of  the  Nebraska  State  Volunteer 
Firemen's  Association  and  at  present  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  control  of  the 
Nebraska  State  Volunteer  Firemen's  Association.  He  belongs  to  Wildly  Lodge, 
No.  i4',  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  treasurer,  and  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  at  Colum- 
bus, of  which  he  was  division  commander  from  1905  until  1909  inclusive.-  He  attends 
the  Episcopal  church,  to  which  his  wife  belongs,  and  is  a  man  of  genuine  personal 
worth,  his  sterling  characteristics  establishing  him  in  the  high  regard  of  his  fellow 
townsmen  as  a  citizen  whom  to  know  is  to  respect  and  honor. 


JERRY   F.  CARRIG. 


There  is  no  name  in  Platte  county  more  familiar  than  that  of  Carrig,  and  Jerry 
F.  Carrig,  who  claims  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  man  to  fill  the  office  of  register 
of  deeds  in  this  county,  is  a  worthy  rejn-cscntative  of  one  of  tlie  prominent  and 
well  known  pioneer  families  of  Sin  11  (rxk  towiisliip.  lie  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
that  township,  December  27,  18()!).  His  father,  .[anus  Carrig,  who  was  born  in 
County  Kerry,  Ireland,  in  1831.  came  to  the  Cniird  State  s  in  1818.  when  but  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  He  was  married  in  ls:.T.  in  .M.niliaal.  Can.ada.  to  Miss  Ellen 
Langan,  and  in  1859  he  and  his  two  brotlins.  Dnid  ami  11,  rn  y  (  irrii;.  located  in 
Shell  Creek  township,  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  only  two  yrars  siil.s,,|U(nt  to  the 
first  settlements  in  this  district.  .I.anics  Carri;;  si  ttird  (in  land  mi  srction  '^'2  .and 
for  many  years  was  activrly  i.lrntilird  uitli  tlir  a^ri.  nltiiral  intrr,  sis  ,d  tli,  oMirity. 
He  also  took  a  prominent  part  in  many  ,if  the  events  wliieli  shaped  tlu  rarly  liist.iry 
of  this  section.  He  assisted  in  (U-M-anizini;-  the  first  sell, Mil  district  in  liis  h.eality 
and  he  was  also  one  of  thv  el,art,r  m,inl.,rs  ,it   St.    I'atrieks  Catli.ilie  eliunli.  wliieh 

the    only    survivo'r    of    the    thr,  e    brotlurs    and    .although    he    has    reached    the    very 
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advanced  age  of  eiglity-four  years  he  is  well  preserved,  both  physically  and  men- 
tally, and  since  1905  has  made  his  home  wth  his  son,  Charles  C.  Carrig,  in  Kear- 
ney, Nebraska.      Tlie  wife  and   mother,  however,  passed  away  in  Platte  county  in 

Jerry  !■'.  Carrig  spent  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  much  the  usual 
manner  of  farm  lads,  working  on  the  farm  through  the  spring  and  summer  months, 
while  in  the  winter  seasons  he  pursued  his  studies  in  school  district  No.  12  of  Shell 
Creek  township.  He  later  completed  the  high-school  course  in  Platte  Center,  grad- 
uating in  1887.  Subsequently  he  took  a  business  course  in  the  Lincoln  (Neb.)  Busi- 
ness College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1890.  He  tlien  returned  to  his  work 
on  the  farm,  remaining  there  five  or  six  years.  He  next  spent  five  years  as  clerk 
in  a  store  at  Platte  Center  and  subsequently  spent  four  years  in  the  capacity  of 
bookkeeper  in  the  employ  of  a  mercantile  concern  at  Beaver  Crossing,  Seward 
county,  this  state.  In  1899  he  came  to  Columbus  and  became  an  assistant  to  G.  W. 
Phillips,  who  was  then  serving  as  clerk  of  Platte  county.  Mr.  Phillips  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  office  by  John  Graf  in  the  year   1901  and  ^^Ir.  Carrig  was  then  ap- 

vvhcii  th,  duli.s  ,if  thr  ollirr  «,iv  divided  aiul  thr  ottlcT  ol  ngisUr  of  deeds  was 
created.  Mv.  Carrij;-  was  tii.ii  fleeted  to  ottiee.  lieeoiiiini;'  the  first  register  of  deeds 
in  Ph-.tte  e.iunty.  .-uid  he  is  now  serving  his  second  term,  having  been  reelected  in 
191  1  oil  the  (hinoeratic  ticket.  His  entire  political  service  has  been  in  the  interest 
of  the  jjeoph'.  He  has  served  them  faithfully  in  the  past  in  every  capacity,  which 
is  the  best  recommendation  any  man  can  have  for  future  claims. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  1900,  in  Platte  Center,  Mr.  Carrig  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Kittie  Estella  Hayes,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  Hayes.  As  above 
indicated  Mr.  Carrig  is  firm  in  his  support  of  the  democratic  party  and  has  been 
secretary  of  the  Platte  county  democratic  central  committee,  and  he  is  likewise 
serving  as  secretary  of  the  Platte  County  Agricultural  Society.  He  is  a  com- 
municant of  the  Catholic  church  and  is  prominent  in  fraternal  circles,  holding  mem- 
bership with  the  Elks,  Eagles,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Ancient  Order  of 
Hibernians  and  the  Business  Men's  Fraternity.  He  has  a  pleasing  personality,  is 
most  courteous  and  obliging,  and  both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  have  a  host  of 
warm  friends  and  are  prominent  and  popular  in  the  social  circles  of  Columbus. 


HENRY   GIETZEX. 


Henry  Gietzen,  a  well  known  resident  of  Humphrey,  is  now  living  retired, 
although  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  prominently  identified  witli  commercial 
interests  as  a  hardware  merchant  and  with  public  affairs  of  the  community  as  jiost- 
master  through  several  presidential  administrations.  He  has  now  passed  the 
seventy-third  milestone  on  life's  journey  and  deserves  the  rest  which  has  come  to 
him,  as  it  is  the  fitting  reward  of  years  of  earnest,  persistent  labor  along  the  lines 
of  private  business  and  of  public  service. 

Mr.  Gietzen  was  born  in  Germany,  July  12,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Mathias 
and  Catharine  Gietzen,  also  natives  of  the  fatherland.  The  former  in  early  life 
learned  the  trade  of  dyeing  cloth  but  after  coming  to  America  in   1816  established 
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his  home  at  Fort  Washington,  \A'isconsin,  where  he  owned  and  conducted  a  tavern 
and  grocery  store.  There  lie  resided  until  I860,  when  he  removed  to  the  upper 
peninsula  of  Michigan,  which  was  his  place  of  residence  until  1868,  when  he  came 
to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Dodge  county.  There  he  engaged  in  farming  and  in  the 
later  years  of  his  life  lived  retired  at  the  home  of  his  son  Henry,  passing  away 
in  1899.  He  was  then  far  separated  from  the  place  of  his  birth,  which  occurred 
in  Rauhn,  in  the  kingdom  of  Prussia,  while  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Greifswald, 
Prussia. 

Henry  Gietzcn  was  but  four  years  of  age  when  the  family  left  tlie  fatiierland 
and  came  to  the  United  States.  He  remained  at  home  until  lie  reached  the  age 
of  seventeen  and  then  began  doing  general  work  in  the  mines  of  ^Michigan.  He 
afterward  removed  with  liis  )iareiits  to  Dodge  county,  settling  in  Fremont,  where 
he  was  employed  at  the  tiiimi's  trade,  spending  fourteen  years  with  one  firm  in 
that  place.  No  higher  testimonial  could  be  given  of  his  faithfulness  and  capability 
than  the  fact  that  he  remained  so  long  with  one  house.  After  living  for  a  time 
at  Wayne  and  at  Norfolk  he  came  to  Humphrey  in  the  spring  of  1883  and  here 
established  a  hardware  business,  in  which  he  continued  for  ten  years,  conducting 
his  trade  for  a  time  under  the  firm  name  of  Gietzen  &  Eshelbacher  and  later  as  a 
partner  of  Henry  J.  Bruenig.  He  afterward  again  worked  at  his  trade  until  he 
was  appointed  to  the  position  of  postmaster  under  President  McKinley.  He  served 
for  twelve  consecutive  years  in  that  position,  being  reappointed  by  President  Roose- 
velt and  by  President  Taft,  serving  until  March,  19U,  when  under  democratic  ad- 
ministration he  retired  and  is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest. 

On  the  27th  of  October.  1867,  at  Hancock.  :\Iichigan.  Mr.  Gietzen  wis  united 
in  marriage  to  :\Iiss  Louisa  Voight,  the  ceremony  luino-  p.rformrd  by  thr  Rev. 
F.  E.  Wublun.  a  minister  of  the  German  Lutheran  church.  She  was  born  on  the 
ISth  of  May.  IS  19.  .nnd  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  she  lost  her  parents,  who 
died  duriuu  tin  <  lioh  ra  c  |)i(lrmic  in  Chicago.  She  was  then  adopted  by  John  and 
Mary  \'oii;ht.  who  win  natives  of  Germany  and  on  emigrating  to  the  United 
States  took  up  their  abode  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  Subsequently  they  removed  to 
Sheboygan,  Wisconsin,  where  Mr.  Voight  worked  at  the  mason's  trade.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gietzen  have  been  born  eight  children.  Adalfena,  whose  birth  occurred 
on  the  12th  of  September,  1868,  is  the  widow  of  Sherman  Coockingham  and  now 
lives  with  her  parents.  Jennie,  who  was  born  June  23,  1871,  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  Erastus  Leach,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in  Omalia 
and  by  whom  she  has  on,  child.  \'>rn.  A.  Lnuis.  born  March  10.  1871.  wedded 
Miss  Blanche  Rawley.  who  |,,-,ss,d  awiy  in  Omaha,  having  two  children,  (ier.ald 
and  May.  Charlie  H..  h,.ni  .\ugust  'J.  187*;.  is  a  jiraetieing  dentist  of  Omaha  and 
married  Miss  Emma  McDonald,  by  whom  he  has  one  child.  Carroll.  Mary  E., 
whose  birth  occurred  June  16,  1879,  served  as  dei)uty  under  lier  father  for  four 
years.  She  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  the  Rev.  William  Fowler,  a  :Methodist 
Episcopal  clergj-man,  who  is  now  a  ranchman  residing  in  Porcupine,  Montana,  and 
by  whom  she  has  a  son,  Ernest.  John  B.,  who  was  born  November  7,  1883,  and 
is  a  painter  and  decorator  of  Humphrey,  wedded  j\Iiss  Grace  Walker.  William 
D,,  bom  June  28,  1887,  married  Miss  Lola  Bates,  of  Humphrey,  by  whom  he  has 
one  child,  Harriett,  With  his  brother  John  he  served  as  deputy  postmaster  under 
his  father.  Ralph  L.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  6th  of  May,  1895,  died  when 
five  vears  of  age. 
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littzcn  has  always  voted  with  the  republican  party  since  age  conferred 
the  right  of  franchise  and  is  a  firm  believer  in  its  principles  and  in  their 
IS  l.ictors  in  good  government.  He  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
,111(1  his  wife  to  the  Degree  of  Honor,  while  Mrs.  Gietzen  is  also  a  meni- 
I  C'.ingregational  church  of  Fremont,  Nebraska.  Theirs  is  a  hospitable 
lly  erlrl.iat.d  for  its  good  cheer,  and  tliey  have  a  large  circle  of  warm 
ho  (hlight  to  gather  at  their  fireside.  Mr.  Gietzen's  public  service  has 
widely  known  and  he  has  ever  enjoyed  the  goodwill  and  confidence  of 
1  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


GOTTFRIED   MARTY. 

Gottfried  ]\Iarty  was  brought  to  Platte  county  by  his  parents  forty-six  years 
ago,  when  a  little  child  of  but  two  years.  General  agricultural  pursuits  have 
claimed  his  attention  throughout  his  entire  business  career  and  in  association  with 
his  sons  he  now  owns  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land,  his  home  being 
on  section  23,  Sherman  township.  His  birth  occurred  in  Canton  Bern,  Switzer- 
land, on  the  13th  of  January,  1867,  his  parents  being  Benedict  and  Anna  Marie 
(Simmons)  Marty,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  In  1869  they  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States  and  came  direct  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  living 
for  a  sliort  time  in  C\)lumbus,  where  the  father  passed  away.  The  widowed  mother 
then  renHiv((l  witii  lur  family  to  a  farm  in  Colfax  county  but  subsequently  became 
the  wife  nf  Hrnry  Miller  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Sherman  township,  Platte  county, 
where  the  re  niaiiid.  r  of  her  life  was  spent.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benedict  Marty  were 
born  thi-.r  ehildirii.  as  follows:  Gottfried,  of  this  review;  Adolph,  of  Sherman 
township:   and   Mrs.   .Melchior  Jenny,  who  also  lives  in  Sherman   township. 

Gottfried  Marty  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  f.irm.  early  becoming  familiar 
with  th.-  duti.s  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist  as  he  assisted 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  place.  The  work  of  the  fields  has  claimed  his  atten- 
tion throughout  his  entire  business  career  and  his  efforts  have  been  rewarded  with 
well  merited  success,  so  that  he  now  owns  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich  and 
productive  land  in  association  with  his  sons.  The  property  lies  in  Sherman  town- 
ship and  is  improved  with  a  commodious  residence  and  excellent  buildings  for  the 
shelter  of  grain  and  stock.  Mr.  jSIarty  has  won  prosperity  as  the  logical  result  of 
untiring  industry  and  perseverance  and  has  long  been  numbered  among  the  sub- 
stantial and  representative  agriculturists  of  the  county. 

On  June  7,  1889,  Mr.  Marty  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Marie  Brock,  who 
was  born  in  Sherman  township,  this  county,  on  the  Itth  of  November,  1870,  her 
parents  luiiig  John  and  Ami;i  I'.liz.ilMtli  (Sehurll.r)  Brock,  natives  of  Germany. 
They  c;iiiu'  to  lM,-itt,'  eoimly.  X ,  l.i;,sk,-, ,  in  1  SiW!  aii.l  lueame  early  settlers  of  Sher- 
man township.  wheiT  l.oth  p.issrd  ;,u,-,.v.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marty  have  been  born 
twelve  children,  namely:  Gottfried  Ernst,  at  home;  Clara,  who  is  the  wife  of 
William  Johannes,  of  Creston  township;  Walter  F.  and  Marie,  both  at  home;  Ma- 
tilda, who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months;  Emil  Adolf,  at  home;  Anna  M.;  Arthur 
H.;  Otto  J.:  Rosa  M.;  Ernst  H.;  and  Irma  E. 

P<.litieally   Mr.   Marty   is   a  democrat  and   at  one  time   served  as  justice  of  tlie 
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peace,  making  a  most  commendable  and  satisfactory  record  in  that  connection, 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Both  he  and  his  wife  enjoy  c 
tensive  and  favorable  acquaintance  in  their  home  community  and  are  widely  i 
nized  as  people  of  genuine  personal  worth  and  upright,  honorable  lives. 


FRED  BAUMGART. 


Industrial  activity  and  enterprise  in  Platte  county  find  a  worthy  representative 
in  Fred  Baunigart  of  Humphrey,  who  is  extensively  and  successfully  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  brick,  owning  and  operating  a  large  plant  which  is  thoroughly 
equipped  according  to  the  latest  improved  processes.  Advancement  has  been  his 
watchword  in  business  and  because  of  his  ability  and  energy  he  has  won  substantial 
success.  He  was  born  in  Prussia  in  August,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Gottfried  and 
Augusta  (Wittrune)  Baumgart,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father 
there  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  in  1878  removed  to  Russia,  where 
he  again  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  still  owns  and  operates  land  in 
that  country  and  has  now  reached  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His  wife,  however, 
has   passed   away,  her  death  having  occurred  in   1901. 

Fred  Baumgart  was  reared  in  Prussia  and  remained  with  his  father  on  the 
farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when  he  left  home  and  began 
learning  the  blacksmith's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  two  years.  He  heard  and 
heeded  the  call  of  the  west  in  1889  and,  crossiuo  tin  Atlantic  to  America,  made 
his  way  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  settliui,'^  -it  I  luii.phrcy,  where  he  worked 
as  a  common  laborer  and  also  as  a  farm  hand  for  four  years.  On  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  by  renting  land,  which  he  cul- 
tivated for  fourteen  years.  He  then  came  to  Humphrey  and  purchased  a  brick 
manufacturing  plant  and  yard  covering  fifteen  acres.  Later  he  bouglit  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  adjoining,  which  he  is  also  cultivating,  and  he  likewise 
farms  one  hundred  acres  of  rented  land,  having  both  of  these  tracts  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  carefully  tills  his  fields  according  to  modern  scientific 
methods  and  his  practical  and  progressive  spirit  is  manifest  in  the  success  which  is 
crowning  his  labors.  His  brick  manufacturing  plant  is  also  thoroughly  equipped, 
for  he  has  remodeled  and  improved  it  and  is  well  qualified  to  carry  on  business  of 
that  cliaraeter.  He  turns  out  twenty-five  thousand  brick  per  day  and  employs  on 
an  average  of  twelve  men  throughout  the  year.  His  plant  contains  three  large 
kilns  with  a  cajDacity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  bricks  each.  This  has 
become  one  of  the  important  industries  of  the  county  and  the  volume  of  business 
is  an  indication  of  the  success  of  the  undertaking  and  the  careful  management  of 
the  owner.  He  ships  his  output  as  far  as  Colorado  and  the  excellence  of  the 
product  insures  a  ready  sale  on  the  market.  In  addition  to  his  other  interests  he 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Humphrey. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  1888,  Mr.  Baumgart  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Bertha  Kehn,  a  daughter  of  Gottfried  and  Louisa  (Rappuhn)  Kehn,  both  of  whom 
are  natives  of  Prussia.  The  father  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  it  was  under 
his  direction  that  Mr.  Baumgart  of  this  review  became  familiar  with  that  occupa- 
tion.     Mr.   Kehn  worked  as   a  blacksmith   in  Prussia    for  many  years   and  also  in 
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lussia,  being  actively  identified  with  that  trade  from  the  time  he  was  sixteen  years 
f  age  until  1803.  In  1891  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  tlic  United  States,  locating 
a  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  he  remained  until  1803.  In  the  latter  year  he  came 
r  most  of  the  time  since  has  made  his  home  with 
r  years  old.  while  his  wife  has  attained  the  age 
iauniiiiit  liixf  lutii  born  seven  children,  as  fol- 
y-foui-  years;  Edward,  who  is  twenty-two  years 
who  are  twenty,  sixteen  and  thirteen  years  of 
uiideiitally  drowned  on  the  19th  of  June,  1908, 
Madison,  Nebraska,  where  he  was  employed  as 
and  Anna,  who  died  in  1897  at  the  age  of  nine 
i  of  tlie  family  are  still  under  the  parental  roof, 
tnbership  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
he  gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican  jiarty,  which  finds  in  him  an  earnest 
advocate.  His  religious  belief  is  that  of  the  German  Baptist  church  and  he  loyally 
lives  up  to  its  teachings,  guiding  his  life  according  to  its  precepts  and  thus  further- 
ing the  moral  progress  of  the 


toHu 

mphre\ 

,  Nebr 

aska 

,  and  d 

our  si 

bject. 

He  is 

now 

eighty 

of  eighty-fivf 

.     To  Mr. 

and  Mr 

lows: 

Fred, 

a  voui 

gm 

in  of  U 

old;   Ben  jam 

n.'Ha 

ind   En 

age  rt 

'•r'-^'ti^ 

■ly:   H 

,b",r 

when 
engin 

tW(Ilt,\ 

The 

u-   rlca 

ric 
,g  n 

igbtpl 

M 

r.   Baumgart 

lolds 

memb 

MARK  BURKE. 


Ireland,  May 

12 

,  1837 

and  died 

In   1864.  he  c 

am 

;  as  a 

young  ma 

married   four 

ye 

ars  later,  or  in   1 

in  Newcastle 

-on 

Tyne, 

England. 

ring  October 

16 

1893. 

In  their 

three   sons   a 

,d 

one   da 

ughter  sur 

Mark  Burke,  who  since  the  spring  of  191.5  has  filled  the  office  of  sheriff,  is 
demonstrating  his  fitness  for  this  position  by  the  able  manner  in  which  he  is 
handling  the  work  connected  therewith.  He  was  born  in  Lisbon,  Linn  county,  Iowa, 
October  16,  1869,  a  son  of  John  C.  Burke,  who  was  born  in  County  Roscommon, 
in  Seward  county,  Nebraska,  November  i'i.  1908. 
1  to  America  and  located  in  Iowa.  He  was  there 
1  1868.  to  Miss  Margaret  Gallagher,  who  was  born 
I  IS.'i'J.  She,  too,  is  deceased,  her  death  occur- 
mily  were  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
ve.  John  C.  Burke  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
Civil  war,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Twenty-second  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  in 
1861,  with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  and  his  brother,  Mark 
Burke,  were  boilermakers  and  worked  on  the  Confederate  ship  Alabama  in  the 
English  navy  yard. 

Mark  Burke,  whose  name  introduces  this  record,  was  reared  in  his  native  state, 
and  his  early  education  was  pursued  in  a  ]iarochial  school  in  Carroll  county,  while 
in  1888  he  completed  the  high-school  course  at  Glidden,  Iowa.  He  then  became  a 
brakeman  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago.  :\Iilwaukec  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company, 
so  continuing  for  four  years,  while  subsequently  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Northwestern  Railroad  Company  as  conductor.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  April, 
1898,  when  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Spanish- American  war,  enrolling  his 
name  at  Chadron,  Nebraska.  He  became  a  member  of  Company  H,  Second  Nebraska 
Volunteer  Infantry,  enlisting  as  quartermaster,  and  wath  his  regiment  went  to 
Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia.  He  was  mustered  out  with  his  command  at  Fort 
Omaha,  after  which  he  came  to  Columbus  and  resumed  work  as  brakeman,  this 
time  in  the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific  line,  working  with  that  company  for  seven 
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years,  the  last  four  being  spent  in  the  capacity  of  conductor.  He  then  niaile  a 
complete  change  in  his  vocation,  opening  a  restaurant  in  Colnnihus.  which  lie  con- 
ducted for  two  and  a  half  ye.u-s.  In  1910  lie  was  appointed  li.puty  slirritf  of  IMatte 
county  to  serve  under  Henry  C.  J.aciniit.  On  April  1.  I<)1.k  the  latter  resigned 
and  Mr.  Burke  was  then  ajipointed  to  fill  out  tiie  un,  xpired  term  as  sheriff,  his 
duties   as  deputy   well   fitting  Inni   for  his   present   otfice. 

On  the  i.'lst  of  January,  ]90'i.  in  this  city.  Mr.  J5urke  was  married  to  Miss 
Xellic  J.  Dineen,  a  daughter  of  :Michael  Dineen.  and  of  tiiis  union  there  is  one  son, 
Mark,  Jr.,  born  November  22,  190k  The  wife  and  nioti'er  iiassed  .iway  January 
21.,  1913,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-two  years. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Burke  is  a  democrat,  wliile  in  religi.uis  f.-iitli  he  is  a 
Catholic.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columhus  and  with  ih,-  .Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  and  he  likewise  holds  membershi])  with  th,  Order  ,d  Kailway 
Conductors,  and  with  the  United  Spanish  War  Veterans  Association,  I3ei)artmeiit 
of  Nebraska.     He  is  a  man  of  high'  ideals  and  is  popular  among  a  host  of  friends. 


WILLIAjM   WEBER. 

Among  the  retired  farmers  living  in  Ilumi.hrey  is  Willi.nn  Wel>rr.  who  was  born 
on  the  Rhine  in  Germany,  a  son  of  Frank  \\-el.er.  a  enop.r  by  tra.ir.  The  jiarents 
spenf  their  entire  lives  in  the  town  in  whieli  their  s,..;  William  was  b(irn  on  the  8th 
of  March,  1840.  In  his  boyhood  days  !ir  In  .,„,  earnin-  hi^  living  and  when  ..Id 
enough  was   drafted  into  the  German  army   and   s.ived    for   three  ye.irs. 

Attracted  by  the  opportunities  and  business  conditions  of  the  new  world,  .Mr. 
Weber  came  to  America  in  1870,  settling  iirsL  at  Sterling,  Illinois,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand.  There  he  was  married  and  afterward  rented  land  which 
he  continued  to  cultivate  until  1885.  Wishing  to  have  a  home  of  his  own,  he  re- 
solved to  move  west  where  land  could  be  purchased  at  a  lower  figure  and  came  to 
Platte  county,  where  he  invested  in  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  one  mile  east  of 
Humphrey,  on  sections  19  and  20,  Humphrey  township.  He  at  once  took  up  his 
abode  upon  that  place  and  there  he  lived  until  1907,  carrying  on  general  farming 
and  stock-raising.  His  fields  were  carefully  tilled  and  every  branch  of  the  farm 
work  intelligently  prosecuted,  his  energy  and  careful  management  bringing  to  him 
well  merited  success.  After  living  upon  his  farm  for  twenty-two  years  he  removed 
to  Humphrey,  where  he  purchased  a  pleasant  residence  property  that  he  and  his 
wife  now  occupy. 

In  1873  Mr.  Weber  was  joined  in  wedlock  t..  Miss  M  ir\  1'.>M.  ■!  :laii-liii  r  of 
Jacob  and  Catharine  Pott,  both  of  whom  were  natn,  s  ol  (.,  iniaii\  .  Tlirv  ,,,, -mated 
to  the  United  States  in  1853  and  it  was  during  the  oe.an  v.;\a!j,v  that  lb.  m-  ,1  nio],t,r 
Mary  was  born,  her  natal  day  being  June  28th.  Tlit  y  took  up  tlirii-  alxuie  in 
Sterling,  Illinois,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  th,'  fatlur  !.•  ing  lirst 
employed  as  a  laborer  and  subsequently  turning  his  attention  to  gem  ral  agrii  ultural 
pursuits.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weber  have  been  born  twelve  children,  as  follows: 
Catharine,  who  is  at  home  with  her  parents;  Elizabeth,  a  nurse  in  the  Weise 
Memorial  Hospital  of  Omaha,  Nebraska;  Henry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years;  Jacob,  who  lives  in  Illinois,  is  employed  as  foreman  in  the  Keystone  machin- 
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ery  shops  and  wedded  Miss  Hazel  La  Fever,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Limon 
and  Isabelle ;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Frank  Whitler,  a  carpenter  of  Columbus,  Nebraska, 
by  whom  she  has  five  children — Gertrude,  Agnes,  Clarence,  Genevieve  and  Helen; 
Joseph,  who  resides  on  a  claim  in  Arthur  county,  Nebraska;  William,  who  is  a 
carpenter  living  in  Humphrey  and  married  Miss  Delia  Bedtsheder,  by  whom  he 
has  three  cliildren— Dorothy,  Gerald  and  Marvin;  Edward,  at  home;  Mamie,  the 
wife  of  Louis  Schraeder,  who  is  a  house  moving  contractor  of  Columbus,  Nebraska, 
and  by  whom  she  has  two  children,  Jerome  and  Henrietta;  Nellie,  wlio  is  living  with 
her  sister  in  Columbus;  Lena,  the  wife  of  John  Teisen,  druggist  of  Humphrey,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children,  Bernice  and  La  Verna ;  Frank,  who  lives  in  Omaha  and 
is  an  employe  of  the  Omaha  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company;  and  Angela,  who 
lives  at  home  and  is  an  employe  of  the  Humphrey  Telephone  Company. 

Mr.  \\'eber  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  St.  Francis  Catholic  church  of 
Humphrey  and  he  became  a  charter  member  of  St.  Joseph's  ]\Ien's  Society  of  that 
church.  He  contributes  liberally  to  the  support  of  the  cliurcb.  and  is  active  and 
interested  in  its  work.  His  political  indorsement  is  given  to  the  democratic  party 
but  he  has  never  been  an  active  politician,  preferring  ever  to  give  his  close  atten- 
tion to  his  business  affairs,  and  by  reason  of  his  unfaltering  application  and  energy 
he  has  won  the  place  that  he  now  occupies  among  the  substantial  residents  of 
Humphrey. 


MAX  BRUCKNER. 

Since  1908  Max  Bruckner  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  Bruckner  Mercantile 
Compan}',  which  is  one  of  the  foremost  business  enterprises  of  Platte  Center.  His 
birth  occurred  at  Gemuenden,  in  the  kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  October  11, 
18G2,  his  parents  being  Michael  and  Barbara  Bruckner,  the  father  conducting  busi- 
ness as  the  proprietor  of  a  hotel  until  1899.  The  son  pursued  his  early  education 
in  the  scliools  of  Wurzburg,  Germany,  and  was  graduated  on  the  1st  of  August, 
1875,  from  a  commercial  college.  He  afterward  engaged  in  clerking  for  five  years 
in  a  wholesale  house  in  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  but  heard  and  heeded  the  call  of  the 
new  world  and  in  1883  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  making  his  way  to  Mon- 
mouth, Illinois,  where  for  one  year  he  was  employed  in  a  butcher  shop.  In  the 
year  1884.  he  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  a 
year  and  a  half.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  secured  a  clerkship  with  I.  C.  Nie- 
moller  in  Platte  Center,  Nebraska,  with  whom  he  continued  for  a  year,  but,  ambi- 
tious to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account,  he  established  a  general  store  in 
Platte  Center  on  the  1st  of  January,  1887,  with  Hilger  Greisen  as  a  partner.  The 
relation  between  them  was  continued  for  fifteen  years,  or  until  1902,  when  Mr. 
Bruckner  took  over  the  business  under  his  own  name  and  in  1908  organized  the 
Bruckner  Mercantile  Company.  He  now  has  a  large  modern  store,  carries  an  ex- 
tensive stock  of  merchandise  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  business  conforms  his  activi- 
ties to  the  highest  commercial  ethics.  He  has  been  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
Platte  Center  for  twenty-eight  years  and,  moreover,  he  is  one  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  Platte  Center  Milling  Company,  was  a  director  of  the  Platte  County  Bank 
from   1896  until   1899  and   is  the  owner  of  farm  property  in  this  county. 
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On  the  17th  of  June,  1890,  Mr.  Bruckner  was  married  in  Platte  Center  to  Miss 
Theresa  Gruenther,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Grucntlicr,  a  niece  of  the  Greisen  Brothers 
and  a  sister  of  C.  M.  Gruenther,  the  prrscnt  chrk  of  the  district  court.  Their 
children  are:  Agnes,  Frank,  Louis,  Felix.  Rilph  .uul  Paul,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruckner  hold  member,lup  in  the  Catholic  church  at  Platte  Center 
and  he  has  taken  the  third  degree  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  his  membtrslijp 
being  in  Columbus  council.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  where  national  issues  are 
involved  but  at  local  elections  casts  an  independent  ballot.  That  his  fellow  towns- 
men are  appreciative  of  his  worth  and  ability  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  by  popular 
election  he  was  called  to  the  office  of  councilman  of  Platte  Center  for  ten  terms  and 
was  also  mayor  of  the  city  for  one  term.  He  is  president  of  the  Farmers  and  Mer- 
chants Club  of  Platte  Center  and,  in  fact,  his  position  is  one  of  leadership  in  every 
connection,  for  he  possesses  initiative,  determination  and  keen  sagacity. 


HARRY  B.  REED. 

Harry  B.  Reed,  occupying  a  clerical  position  in  tlie  postoffice  at  Columbus,  was 
born  February  17,  1862,  in  Manchester,  New  Hampshire,  a  son  of  Alexander  and 
Eliza  Brown.  The  father  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war  in  1862  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  E,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  killed 
in  battle  on  the  3d  of  July,  1863. 

His  son.  early  left  an  orphan,  was  taken  from  the  Howard  mission  on  the  Bowery 
of  New  York  city  by  John  H.  and  Catherine  Reed  during  his  infancy  and  later  was 
legally  adopted  by  them,  receiving  the  name  of  Harry  B.  Reed.  He  resided  with 
them  at  Mansfield,  Ohio,  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the 
family  removed  to  a  farm  three  miles  north  of  Columbus,  Nebraska,  now  known 
as  the  Carl  Rohde  farm.  Subsequently  a  removal  was  made  to  Riverside,  Cali- 
fornia, hut  Harry  B.  Reed  decided  to  remain  in  Nebraska  and  continue  farming. 
There  were  two  otlier  members  in  the  Reed  family,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Pickett  and  Fred 
M.  Reed,  now  of  Riverside.  California.  While  in  Ohio,  J.  H.  Reed  and  his  family 
lived  upon  the  farm  of  the  late  Senator  John  Sherman,  which  adjoined  the  corpora- 
tion limits  of  Mansfield.  Before  removing  to  Nebraska  he  and  his  brother  H.  L. 
Reed,  were  engaged  in  the  wholesale  dry  goods  and  notion  business.  He  now  holds 
the  position  of  tree  and  park  commissioner,  a  place  of  much  importance  at  River- 
side, California. 

Harry  B.  Reed  attended  the  public  schools  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  of  Colum- 
bus, Nebraska,  and  in  early  life  gave  his  attention  to  farming  and  dairying.  For 
two  years  he  was  secretary  of  the  Bismark  Creamery,  a  farmers'  cooperative  asso- 
ciation, and  for  nine  months  he  was  connected  with  the  car  shops  and  roundliouse 
department  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.  He  afterward  eng.-m. d  in  fanning  on 
a  small  scale  and  later  became  rural  mail  carrier  on  route  No.  ::.  so  e  iitinuing 
from  the  1st  of  July,  1902,  until  December  1,  1912.  At  the  latter  date  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  Columbus  postoffice  and  is  now  acting  in  that 
capacity. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1886.  near  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Reed  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss   Elizabeth  Erb.  the  ceremony  taking  place  at  the  bride's  home. 
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Her  piirents,  jSIicliae]  and  Elizabeth  Erb,  were  among  the  very  earliest  settlers  of 
that  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  have  two  daughters,  May  E.  and  Catlierine  E. 
The  former  ^.u  r  li,  r  hand  in  marriage  to  Ervin  F.  Wilson  on  the  28th  of  August, 
1913,  and  rrsulrs  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 

In  lii.s  rcligiou.s  faith  .Mr.  Reed  is  a  Preshytcrian  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Owls  Club.  He  belongs  also  to  tli.  Modrrn  Wonduuu  of  Am,  rica  and  was 
clerk  of  the  local  camp  in  1914  and  191.-,.  II.  is  •,  |,,,,t  m.l.Ir  grand  of  the  local 
lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  and  was  division  c.mmandcr  ,if  the  Sons  ni  Wt.rans  for 
Nrln-.isk.a    in    ISHO   and    1911.   while    in    191..    he    is   serving   as    the    srerrtary    of  that 

service  with  the  Nebraska  National  Guard  from  ]S,S1  until  1 880,  during  which 
time  he  went  with  his  command  to  Omaha,  Nebraska,  .it  tlu  time  of  the  graders' 
strike  in  the  early  '80s.  In  politics  he  is  an  actiM-  i(  publiean  and  for  one  year 
served  as  clerk  of  Columbus  township.  He  has  made  an  excellent  record  in  govern- 
ment service,  as  indicated  by  his  long  connection  therewith,  now  covering  thirteen 


JOHN  HEINEN. 

John  Heinen  is  now  living  retired  in  Humphrey  but  for  many  years  was  an  acti^■e 
f.ietnr  in  agricultural  circles  in  Platte  county.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  July  26, 
18,vj.  ,111(1  is  .1  son  of  Anton  and  Susan  Heinen,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  coun- 
try. Till  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  thus  provided  for  the  support  of 
his  family. 

John  Heinen  attended  school  in  Germany  for  eight  years  and  in  1872,  when  a 
young  man  of  twenty  years,  came  to  the  new  world.  He  did  not  tarry  in  the  east 
but  at  once  made  his  way  to  the  middle  west,  settling  in  Warren  county,  Iowa.  In 
his  natixr  land  he  had  worked  as  a  farm  hand,  tended  cattle  and  done  everything 
lis,-  that  Ik  could  find  to  do.  After  reaching  Iowa  he  was  employed  in  the  lumber 
wiMids,  on  farms  and  at  odd  jobs,  scorning  no  employment  that  would  yield  him  an 
honrsl  living.  In  M.iy,  1882,  he  came  to  Nebraska,  establishing  his  home  in  Humph- 
ny  tnunsiiip.  Platte  county,  wh.rL  li<-  invested  the  money  that  he  had  previously 
saved  from  his  earnings  in  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  sections  29 
and  32,  Humplirey  townshi]).  There  were  few  improvements  upon  it  at  that  time 
and  he  at  once  began  to  m.ike  the  changes  that  transformed  it  into  one  of  the  val- 
uable farm  properties  of  the  county.  In  1888  he  erected  a  new  residence  and  from 
time  to  time  added  sheds,  barns,  new  machinery  and  other  equipments.  In  1911 
his  barn  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  he  at  once  rebuilt.  He  planted  his  orchards  and 
made  all  the  improvements  himself  and  todaj-  his  place  is  one  of  the  fine  farm  prop- 
erties of  Humphrey  township,  situated  two  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  the  town. 
In  1892  ]Mr.  Heinen  bought  eighty  acres  on  section  30,  Humphrey  township,  and 
also  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  31,  that  township,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  on  section  5,  Grand  Prairie  township,  besides  his  original 
tract,  Mr,  Heinen  resided  upon  his  farm  continuously  until  November,  IQl-i, 
when  he  retired  and  rented  his  home  place  to  his  son  Anton,  taking  up  his  abode 
in  :.  new  residence  which  h<-  had  purchased  in  Humphrey,     For  many  years  he  had 
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Ixiii  actively  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  his  enterprise  and 
diligence  lind  brought  to  him  well  merited  and  substantial  success. 

On  111,  I  all  of  November,  1882,  in  Platte  county.  Mr.  Heinen  was  united  in 
niarriaov  to  Miss  PliiUipina  Osterhoff,  a  daughter  of  Anton  and  Theresa  (Sundrup) 
Ostcrhotl.  I.otli  <if  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father,  a  cloth  weaver  by 
trade,  .migrated  to  the  United  States  in  1852,  locating  first  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  on  the  river  and  in  the  packing  houses.  In  1879  he  came  to  Ne- 
braska and  purchased  a  farm  in  Thayer  county  but  the  following  year  came  to 
Hum))hrey  township,  Platte  county,  here  buying  a  tract  of  land  which  he  cultivated 
suceessfully  until  1891.  The  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent  in  honorable  retire- 
ment at  Humphrey,  where  he  passed  away  on  the  2Cth  of  Jul}',  1895.  The  death  of 
his  wife  occurred  at  our  subject's  home  in  Humphrey  on  the  11th  of  April,  1908. 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heinen  have  nine  children,  as  follows:  Susan,  who  was  born  August 
21,  1883,  and  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Otto  Schumacher,  an  agriculturist  of 
Petersburg,  Xdiraska,  by  whom  she  has  six  children— Alphonse,  Camilla,  Berna- 
dine,  Germaine,  Margaret  and  Raymond;  Helena,  who  was  born  March  16,  1885, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Magsaman,  of  Humphrey,  by  whom  she  has  six  children 
—Mark,  Corbenia,  Wilbur,  Bernida,-  Renella  and  Carroll;  Annie,  who  was  born 
November  30,  1886,  and  is  the  wife  of  Barney  Wemhoff,  of  Humphrey;  Ludwina, 
who  was  born  October  19,  1888,  and  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Mueting,  of  Humphrey,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children,  Eddie  Marie  and  Maynard ;  Ida,  who  was  born  January 

I,  1890,  and  is  the  wife  of  Alois  Wemlioff,  a  farmer  of  Idaho,  by  whom  she  has 
three  children — Marcella,  Verena  and   Sylvester;  Anton,  who  was  born   November 

II,  1892,  lives  on  the  old  home  farm  and  wedded  Miss  Josephine  Wemlioff,  by 
whom  he  has  one  child,  Norbet ;  Margaret,  who  was  born  December  16,  1895,  and  is 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Braun  &  Brockhaus;  Theckla,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred November  7,  1897;  and  Marie,  whose  natal  day  was  August  29,  1902.  The 
three  last  named  are  still  under  the  parental  roof. 

The  parents  and  children  are  all  communicants  of  St.  Francis  Catholic  church, 
and  Mr.  Heinen  is  a  member  of  St.  Joseph's  Society  of  that  church.  Politically  he 
is  a  democrat,  never  swerving  in  his  allegiance  to  the  party  but  giving  to  it  his 
earnest  and  unfaltering  support.  He  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  determina- 
tion to  come  to  the  new  world,  for  here  he  found  the  opportunities  which  he  sought 
and  in  their  employment  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward,  occupying  a  credit- 
able position  among  the  successful  and  self-made  business  men. 


OTTO  E.   HEUER. 

On  the  roster  of  county  officials  in  Platte  county  appears  the  name  of  Otto  E. 
Heuer,  of  Columbus,  who  is  now  serving  in  the  capacity  of  treasurer  for  the  second 
term.  His  birth  occurred  in  Germany  on  the  29th  of  June,  1856,  his  parents  being 
August  H.  C.  and  Lisette  (Determan)  Heuer,  who  were  married  in  that  country 
and  there  passed  away.  The  father  was  professor  of  languages  in  a  school  which 
he  conducted  at  Bremen,  Germany. 

Otto  E.  Heuer  attended  school  in  his  native  land  until  seventeen  years  of  age 
and   in   1873   crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the   United   States,  while  nine  years   later  he 
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took  lip  his  abode  in  Columbus.  Nebraska,  where  lie  has  resided  continuously  since. 
He  held  thr  iio.itioi:  of  bookrrpcr  in  the  First  National  Bank  for  five  years  and 
subseqiirntlx  :,cl.  ,1  ,-,s  ,1,  ,,uty  cuiity  clerk  lor  two  years,  while  for  a  |.eriod  of  twelve 
years  he  alily  (lis.  Ii'iriird  the  duties  of  dejiuty  county  treasurer  of  Platte  county. 
In  1911  lie  was  elected  treasurer,  making  such  a  creditable  record  in  that  connec- 
tion that  he  won  reelection  in  191 4,  so  that  he  is  serving  in  that  capacity  at  tiie 
present  time. 

In  1886,  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Heuer  was  united  in  marriage  to  ]\Iiss 
Lena  R.  Loseke,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Loseke.  To  them  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  William  A.,  Otto  G.,  Walter  H.  and  Ernest  G.,  all  residents  of 
Columbus.  Mr.  Heuer  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy  and  frater- 
nally is  identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen,  while  his  religious  faith  is  tliat  of 
the  German  Reformed  church.  He  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Maennerehor  and 
enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  able  public  official  of  the  county  which  has 
been  his  home  during  the  past  third  of  a  century. 


RICHARD  OLMER. 

Richard  Olmer  owns  and  occupies  an  attractive  home  in  Humphrey,  about  one 
lilock  from  the  business  center  of  the  town,  and  here  he  is  living  retired,  richly 
meriting  the  rest  whicli  has  come  to  him  as  the  reward  of  many  years  closely  devoted 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  still  has  valuable  farm  property  yielding  to  him  a 
gratifying  annual  income.  A  native  of  Wisconsin,  he  was  born  March  16,  1852,  a 
son  of  John  and  Frederica  (Degenhart)  Olmer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Germany,  whence  they  came  to  America  in  1851,  making  their  way  to  Wisconsin, 
where  the  father  purchased  government  land.  He  met  the  usual  experiences  of  pio- 
neer life  while  develoi)iii-  and  improving  his  farm  but  in  time  converted  the  wild 

his  death  occurring  in   F,-bruary.   1>S91.  while  his   wife  survived   until  December  8, 
1894.,  wlun  she.  to...   was  eall.d  to  her  final  rest. 

Richard  Oliiiri-  was  r,  ared  and  educated  in  Wisconsin  and  remained  with  his 
parents  on  tli.  old  liniiii  stead  farm  through  the  ]ieriod  of  his  minority,  during  which 
time  he  gained  a  fair  I'.iiglish  education  in  the  public  schools.  In  1873  he  arrived 
in  Nebraska,  settling  in  Platte  county,  where  he  preempted  land,  but  after  two 
years  he  sold  that  property  and  returned  to  the  Badger  state,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  from  1875  until  1878.  Ht  lli,  ii  again  eanu'  to  Platte  county  and  purchased 
a  homestead  right  of  eighty  aert  s.  Willi  tli.  cliaiii;.  in  the  land  laws  he  secured 
eighty  acres  more  situated  in  Graii\illi  tnw  nsliij)  and  at  once  began  the  task  of 
breaking  the  sod  and  converting  tlie  place  into  jn-oductive  fields.  It  was  not  long 
before  his  labors  wrought  a  marked  transformation  in  the  condition  of  his  land, 
which  year  by  year  yielded  him  good  crops  as  a  reward  for  the  care  and  labor  which 
he  bestowed  upon  it.  In  1910,  however,  satisfied  with  the  success  which  he  had 
already  achieved  and  which  placed  him  among  the  men  of  affluence  in  the  county, 
he  retired  and  removed  to  Humphrey.  Later  he  bought  another  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  and  now  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  constituting  a 
splendidly  improved   jiroperty.      ^VIlen  he  took  up  his  abode  in   Humphrey   he  pur- 
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cliased  a  good  home  about  a  block  from  the  m.iin  street  and  has  remodeled  and  added 
to  it  until  he  now  has  a  very  attractive  residence.  While  upon  the  farm  he  made 
a  specialty  of  raising  shorthorn  cattle,  this  being  one  of  the  principal  features  of 
his  business.  He  is  now  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Farmers  Elevator  of 
Humphrey  and  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  the  town. 

In  February,  1873,  Mr.  Olmer  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  Pfeifer,  a 
daugliter  of  George  and  Frances  (Wieser)  Pfeifer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Austria.  The  father  there  followed  general  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his 
active  life  and  passed  away  in  1861.  His  widow  and  children  subsequently  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  taking  up  their  abode  in  Wisconsin,  in  which  state 
Mary  Pfeifer  became  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  George  Pfeifer  came  to  Ne- 
braska in  1873  and  here  died  the  following  year.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olmer  have 
been  born  eleven  children,  as  follows :  Frederica,  who  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Fang- 
mann,  an  implement  dealer  of  Humphrey;  William,  who  operates  the  old  home 
farm;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Schaefer  and  resides  in  Texas;  Frances, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Killion  Ottis  and  resides  on  a  farm 
Annie,  both  at  home;  Joseph,  whose  demise  occurred  i 
Bryant  and  Cecelia,  who  died  in  infancy. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Olmer  served  as  assessor  of  Granville  township,  discharg- 
ing his  duties  with  promptness  and  fidelity.  He  has  always  been  a  democrat  since 
age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a  Cath- 
olic, also  holding  membership  with  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  It  has  been 
earnest  work  that  has  brought  him  his  success,  while  a  well  spent  life  has  gained 
him  the   favorable  regard  of  his  many   friends. 
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HENRY  SCHMIDT. 
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Henry  Schmidt,  a  resident  farmer  of  Burr 
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occurred  May  31,  1911.  On  the  27th  of  November,  1888,  he  had  wedded  Anna 
Koebberaann,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria  M.  (Lenz)  Koebbemann.  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  During  his  active  life  Peter  Sclimidt  added  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  his  original  farm.  He  displayed  sound  business  judg- 
ment, was  dilijiTiit  and  prrscvrriiiu'  iiul  won  the  l<j;itiniate  rewards  of  labor.  His 
widow  still  n  si, Irs  u]um  tlu  ,,1,1  li.mi,  st,  ;„1  with  \uv  children,  who  are  five  in  num- 
ber, nanuly:  Henry,  of  this  r,  ;  i,w  ;  \\illiani.  wild  operates  a  part  of  the  home 
place:  and  Hilda,  Otto  and  Albert,  all  at  home. 

The  eldest  son,  Henry  Schmidt,  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  early  took  up 
the  active  work  of  the  fields.  He  now  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, renting  from  his  motlier  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  which  he  care- 
fully and  systematically  cultivates.  His  work  is  seen  in  well  tilled  fields  which 
return  golden  liarvests.  Everything  about  the  place  is  kept  in  good  condition 
and  his  enterprise  and  careful  management  are  continuously  in  evidence. 

On  the  Ith  of  June.  1!)1'J.  Mr.  .Schmidt  was  unitcl  in 'marriage  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Pillen,  a  daughter  of  William  and  (.crtrudc  (Uip)))  I'ilkn,  the  former  a  native  of 
Germany  and  the  latter  of  Platte  county,  Nebraska.  Mr.  Pillen  first  pureliased 
eighty  acres  of  land  near  Tarnov  and  subsequently  bought  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  Burrows  township,  whereon  he  still  makes  his  home.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  the  year  1897,  leaving  the  following  children:  Mrs.  Lizzie  Schmidt, 
Agnes,  Annie  and  Henry.  In  1900  William  Pillen  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  witli  Josephine  Wans,  by  whom  he  has  three  children,  nameh':  Jacob, 
Johanna  and  Gertrude. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmidt  have  but  one  child,  Harold,  born  April  10,  191  k  The 
parents  are  consistent  communicants  of  St.  Anthony's  Catholic  chureli,  and  in  his 
political  views  Mr.  Schmidt  is  a  democrat.  His  time  and  attention,  however,  are 
mostly  taken  up  with  his  farm  work  and,  busily  employed,  he  is  making  steady 
progress  along  the  path  of  affluence. 


MELCHIOR  JENNY. 

Melchior  Jenny,  a  well  known  representative  of  farming  interests  in  Sherman 
township,  living  on  section  2i.  was  born  in  Canton  Glarus,  Switzerland,  on  the 
C9th  of  January,  1852,  a  son  of  Rudolph  and  Magdaleiia  (Aebli)  Jenny.  The 
parents  always  remained  residents  of  the  land  of  the  Alps,  although  the  maternal 
grandfather,  Henrich  Aebli,  became  a  pioneer  settler  of  New  Glarus,  Wisconsin. 

Melchior  Jenny  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  country 
and  then  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  arriving  in  February,  1872,  making 
his  way  to  New  Glarus,  Wisconsin,  in  company  with  his  twin  brother,  Rudolph. 
When  a  lad  he  had  learned  the  cheese  making  trade  and  after  arriving  in  the  United 
States  he  worked  upon  a  farm  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese.  After  a 
year  spent  in  Wisconsin  he  came  to  Nebraska  in  1873,  settling  in  Platte  county, 
where  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  has  since  engaged  in  general  farming, 
and  as  the  years  have  passed  on  he  has  purchased  property  from  time  to  time, 
until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  six  hundred  acres  of  rich  and  valuable  land  in  Sher- 
man township.     He  has  brought  his  fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  has 
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;in  excellent  property,  equipped  with  all  tiie  accessories  and  conveniences  o*  a  model 
farm.  He  makes  stock-raising  an  important  feature  of  his  business,  handling  Iioi- 
stein  cattle  and  Jersey  Red  hogs. 

On  the  -ith  of  December,  1880,  Mr.  Jenny  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  Maria  Marty,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland  on  the  10th  of  February,  1861.. 
They  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  one  daughter,  Rosie,  died  ere 
the  mother's  death.  The  others  are:  Mrs.  Anna  Dasenbrock,  Mrs.  Lena  Weber, 
;\Irs.  Mamie  Weber,  Rudolph  and  Benedict.  The  family  circle  was  again  broken 
by  the  hand  of  death  when,  on  the  3d  of  April,  1915,  Mrs.  Jenny  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years,  one  month  and  twenty-three  days.  She  had  been  ill 
of  pneumonia  for  only  a  few  days  and  her  death  was  a  great  shock  to  the  com- 
munity. She  was  wdely  known  and  greatly  loved,  and  her  first  interests  were  ever 
lu-r  family  and  her  home.  She  was  also  most  loyal  in  friendship  and  was  a  kind 
and  helpful  neighbor  whose  place  will  be  hard  to  fill  and  whose  kindly  influence  will 
live  long  in  the  memory  of  those  with  whom  she  came  in  contact.  She  had  many 
admirable  traits  of  character  and  her  life  was  filled  with  good  deeds,  endearing  her 
to  all. 

In  his  political  views  ^Ir.  Jenny  is  a  democrat  and  has  been  called  to  a  num- 
ber of  jniblic  oflices.  He  served  as  road  overseer  for  several  years  and  for  many 
years  had  the  postoffice  at  Neboville.  He  was  also  a  school  director  for  twentj'-six 
consecutive  years  and  did  everything  possible  to  advance  the  interests  of  public 
education  in  the  district.  His  life  is  guided  by  the  teachings  of  the  German  Luth- 
eran church,  of  which  he  is  a  devoted  member,  and  his  many  sterling  traits  of  char- 
acter are  attested  by  his  friends,  who  recognize  in  him  a  progressive  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  and  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen  who  in  every  relation  of  life  is 
upright  and  reliable. 


FRANK  AXSON. 

Frank  Anson,  a  well  known  and  worthy  citizen  of  Creston,  who  contributes  much 
to  the  business  development  of  the  town,  is  now  engaged  in  buying  cream,  butter, 
eggs  and  poultry,  in  which  connection  he  has  built  up  a  business  of  large  and  gratify- 
ing proportions.  His  undertaking  furnishes  a  market  for  producers  and  the  enter- 
prise and  diligence  which  he  displays  in  the  conduct  of  his  interests  has  made  the 
business  one  of  the  foremost  commercial  enterprises  of  this  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Anson  was  born  in  New  York,  August  21,  1847,  a  son  of  Leonard  and  Sarah 
(Lord)  Anson,  who  were  natives  of  New  York.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  fol- 
lowed that  occuiJ.'ition  in  the  Empire  state  until  his  removal  to  the  middle  west,  at 
which  time  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Mills  county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years.  In  187'2  he  brought  his  family  to  Platte  county  and  secured  a  homestead 
claim  in  Creston  township  which  he  developed,  improved  and  operated  for  many 
years.  His  wife  died  upon  that  farm  in  1880,  after  which  he  sold  the  place  and 
removed  to  Creston,  living  with  his  children  until  his  demise,  which  occurred  in 
1890. 

Frank  Anson  was  reared  and  educated  in  New  York,  remaining  with  his  parents 
until    after   he    attained    his   majority.      He    went   to   Mills   county.    Iowa,   with   his 
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father  and  in  1871  arrived  in  Platte  count}',,  coming  a  year  prior  to  the  removal 
of  his  parents.  In  1872  he  also  secured  a  homestead  on  the  same  section  with  his 
father  and  iiiijjroved  and  developed  the  property,  carefully  cultivating  the  fields 
until  ]88r.,  when  he  left  the  farm  and  went  to  Columbus,  where  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  hotel  business,  becoming  proprietor  of  the  Lindell  Hotel,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  six  years.  He  then  sold  out  and  went  to  Georgia,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  for  two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Platte  county  and  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  at  Creston  for  two  years.  He  also  operated  a  dray  line  for  a  j'ear 
and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  turned  his  attention  to  the  business  in  which 
he  is  now  engaged — buying  cream,  butter,  eggs  and  poultry.  In  this  connection  lie 
has  won  substantial  success,  handling  a  large  amount  of  such  produce  annually. 
He  owns  a  nice  home  wliicli  he  erected.  He  hauled  the  lumber  thirty-two  miles  from 
Schuyler  county  in  order  to  put  up  the  buildings  upon  his  farm.  In  all  that  he  has 
undertaken  he  sliows  a  spirit  of  unfalterinjT  enterprise  and  perseverance  and  in 
his   busiiirss   air.iii-s   h.-i,s   c\cr   b,  ,ij   |iroiii|.t,(l   by   laudable   ambition. 

In  ,)anua.-y,  IScSI.  Mr.  .\nson  «,-,.  u.iitr,!  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Felt,  a 
daughter  oi  Wilbam  and  .Matilda  (White)  IVlt,  natives  of  Ohio.  At  an  early  day 
in  the  development  of  Iowa  tlic  father  removed  to  that  state  and  for  many  years 
engaged  in  farming  in  Muscatine  county.  Subsequently  he  took  up  his  abode  at 
West  Liberty,  where  he  conducted  an  elevator  for  several  years.  He  then  went  to 
Lee,  Colfax  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  made  his  home  for  some  time  and  later, 
retiring  from  active  business,  he  went  to  live  with  his  children,  with  whom  he  spent 
his  remaining  days,  passinn  away  in  1808.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Knson  ,il  (hi  .im  of  rinhty  years.  Eight  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  .\ns,.n.  .i.nii.Iy:  Robert,  a  r,  sident  farmer  of  Humphrey  township; 
Nellie,  the  wife  of  Clarence  Ilogle,  living  in  Rising  City.  Nebraska:  Frank  R.,  a 
farmer  whose  home  is  in  Keith  county,  Nebraska;  .Vrtliur,  t  niployed  by  the  Crowell 
Elevator  Company  at  Creston ;  William,  whe  d 
wife  of  J.   P.   Schmidt,  living  in   Benson,  Nebra 

The    family   are   widely   and    favorably  knov 
homes  of  Creston  is  freely  accorded  them.     Mr.  A 
views,  having  firm  faith  in  the  principles  of  the 
reward   for  jiarty   fealty.     His  religious  faith  is  that  c 
in   its   teachings   he   finds   the   guiding  principles  of  his  life,  wji 
times  observant  of  the  rights  and  iirivileges  of  others  and  find  e 
eration,  kindliness  and  business  integrity  and  justice. 
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many  and  devoted  three  years  of  his  early  manhood  to  military  service.  In  1858 
he  brought  his  family  to  the  new  world  and  after  landing  in  the  east  traveled  by 
rail  to  Iowa  City  and  thence  across  tlie  country  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska.  He 
settled  on  a  stream  that  is  now  called  Loseke  creek,  in  Bismark  township,  being 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  district.  All  around  him  was  the  unbroken  prairie. 
Indians  were  still  to  be  seen  in  the  neighborhood  and  there  were  a  few  buffaloes  and 
much  wild  game.  Railroads,  however,  had  not  yet  been  built  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  He  settled  on  government  land  and  built  a  dugout,  the  family  beginning  life 
in  America  in  tl.at  crude  pioneer  home.  He  was  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church  and  after  he  had  resided  in  the  countj'  for  some  time  a  house  of  worship 
for  that  denomination  was  erected  on  land  wliich  he  owned.  His  political  allegiance 
was  given  the  democratic  party.  In  his  family  were  three  sons  and  a  daughter, 
Henry,  Herman,  Anna  and  Gerhard,  and  it  was  at  the  home  of  the  last  named 
that  the  parents  passed  away.  The  mother's  brother,  Henry  Lueschen  (the  name 
being  Grotelueschen  in  Germany)  built  one  of  the  first  log  cabins  in  Columbus  in 
1856. 

Gerhard  Loseke  was  a  little  lad  of  but  six  summers  when  brought  by  his  father 
to  the  United  States.  He  attended  the  district  schools  in  Bismark  township,  in 
district  No.  2,  which  was  one  of  the  first  schools  established  in  the  township,  the 
schoolhouse  being  built  of  logs.  The  methods  of  instruction,  too,  were  somewhat 
primitive,  but  there  were  also  many  lessons  to  be  learned  in  the  school  of  experi- 
ence, as  he  assisted  in  the  arduous  task  of  developing  a  new  farm.  Being  the 
youngest  son,  he  remained  at  home  and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  j'ears  he  began  farming  for  himself  with  ox  teams,  and  his  parents 
lived  with  him  until  they  were  called  to  their  final  rest. 

As  his  financial  resources  increased  as  the  result  of  industry  and  economy  Ger- 
hard Loseke  kept  adding  to  his  farm,  making  purchases  of  land  at  from  four  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre.  In  this  manner  he  acquired  over  one 
thousand  acres  in  the  county,  being  numbered  among  the  most  extensive  landowners. 
He  has  since  given  all  of  his  children  good  farms,  retaining  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  for  himself.  He  concentrated  his  efforts  upon  the  development  and 
cultivation  of  his  fields  and  to  his  farms  added  many  modern  improvements  so  that 
all  became  valuable  properties.  In  addition  to  tilling  the  fields  he  engaged  exten- 
sively in  stock-raising  ami  whatever  he  undertook  he  carried  forward  to  successful 
completion,  for  industry  and  determination  enabled  him  to  overcome  all  of  the  diffi- 
culties and  obstacles  in  his  path.  He  raised  high  grade  Hereford  cattle  and  always 
topped  the  market.  He  was  one  of  the  first  in  the  county  to  begin  shipping  stock 
and  his  siu.f  =  s  in  that  unf!>  rt.iking  constituted  an  example  that  others  profitably 
foUour.l.  Wli,  II  a  l.ny  hv  iisnl  to  sre  many  Indians,  the  redskins  far  outnumber- 
ing til,  ■i.:, I, Luis'  ill  his  locality.  Tliere  were  few  of  the  comforts  and  none  of 
the  luxuries  of  life  to  be  enjoyed  and  existence  on  the  Nebraska  prairies  at  that 
time  meant  earnest,  persistent  labor  in  order  to  gain  a  living.  Mr.  Loseke  continued 
to  make  his  home  by  the  side  of  tlie  creek  wliieh  was  named  in  honor  of  his  family 
until  191.3,  when  he  retired  from  active  business  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Columbus. 
He  started  out  empty-handed,  but  by  hard  work  won  a  gratifying  measure  of  success. 

On  the  nth  of  July.  1873,  Mr.  Loseke  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza 
Mueller,  who  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  May  2,  1 8,-55.  and  died  June  2,  1893. 
Her  father,   Henry   Mueller,  came  to   Platte   county   in   pioneer  times  and   took   up 
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a  homestead  in  Bismark  township,  remaining  upon  his  farm  until  his  death.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loseke  were  born  eight  children:  E.  Wilhelmina,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Wurdeman,  an  architect  of  Columbus,  and  has  three  children.  Emeline  Josephine 
is  the  wife  of  Adolph  Frese^  of  Bismark  township,  by  whom  she  has  six  children. 
Edward  Gustave,  who  was  born  December  23,  1881,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  and 
the  raising  of  Hereford  cattle  on  the  home  place,  married  Emma  Luers  and  has 
three  children.  George  E.  was  born  February  17,  1884,  and  married  Lillie  Korte. 
who  died  February  25,  1909,  leaving  a  daughter,  Violet.  Edwin  Gerhard,  who 
was  born  May  4,  1886,  and  follows  farming,  married  Alma  Huntemann  and  has  three 
children.  Emma  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  William  Luckey,  a  farmer,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren. Emil  Gottfried,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  January  21,  1891,  and 
married  Anna  Mueller,  bf  whom  he  has  one  child.  Ernst  Walter,  who  was  born 
March  19,  1893,  and  after  attending  tiie  Lincoln  School  of  Agriculture  began 
farming,  married  Martha  Arnold.  All  are  now  residents  of  Bismark  township.  In 
1913  Mr.  Loseke  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Emma 
Hanstadt. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Loseke  is  a  republican  and  while  never  an  active 
party  worker  has  always  been  a  progressive  citizen  and  is  a  broad-minded,  intelli- 
gent man.  His  activity  has  been  a  source  of  public  benefit  as  well  as  of  individual 
success,  for  his  efforts  demonstrate  wliat  can  be  accomplished  by  the  utilization 
of  the  natural  resources  of  the  county.  He  is  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  settlers 
and  his  memory  forms  a  connecting  link  between  the  primitive  past  and  the  progres- 
sive present,  for  he  has  lived  in  the  county  through  fifty-seven  years,  during  which 
a  marvelous  change  has  occurred,  for  the  wild  prairie,  dotted  with  millions  of 
flowers  in  June  and  covered  in  winter  by  a  dazzling,  unbroken  sheet  of  snow,  has 
been  converted  into  rich  and  productive  fields,  in  the  midst  of  which  stand  substan- 
tial farmhouses,  while  here  and  there  towns  and  villages  have  sprung  u])  and  all  of 
the  evidences  of  modern  civilization  are  to  be  found  on  every  hand. 


WILLIAM  S.  EVANS,  M.  D. 

Dr.  William  S.  Evans  is  a  prominent  physician  of  Columbus  who  has  practiced 
his  profession  in  this  city  continuously  since  1905,  devoting  special  attention  to 
surgery.  His  birth  occurred  in  Tarentum,  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
17th  of  October,  1863,  his  parents  being  John  C.  and  Nancy  A.  (Gilliford)  Evans, 
the  former  born  in  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  22,  1838,  and  the  latter 
in  that  state  on  the  29th  of  July,  1810.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  on  the 
23d  of  December,  1862.  The  year  1879  witnessed  their  arrival  in  Columbus, 
Nebraska,  where  John  C.  Evans  passed  away  in  1914  and  his  wife  in  1903.  More 
extended  mention  of  them  will  be   found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

After  completing  the  high-school  course  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  W^illiam  S. 
Evans  went  to  Baltimore,  Maryland,  for  professional  training,  being  graduated 
from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  1903.  During  the  years  of  1903 
and  1904  he  was  resident  surgeon  of  the  Baltimore  City  Hospital  and  subsequentlj'^ 
l)racticcd  in  Pittsburg  for  a  year.  In  1905  he  returned  to  Columbus  and  has  here 
rem. lined   continuously  since,   largely  specializing  in  surgical  work.      With  the  con- 
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stant  progress  of  the  profession  he  keeps  in  close  touch  through  his  membership  in 
the  Columbus  Medical  Society,  the  Platte  County  Medical  Society,  the  Nebraska 
State  Medical  Association  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Evans  has  been  married  twice.  In  1890,  in  Salt  Lake  City,  he  wedded 
Miss  Imogene  Williams,  who  passed  away  in  1907,  leaving  four  children,  namely: 
Robert  G.,  Leland  H.,  Imogene  W.  and  Ira  Kenneth.  In  1908,  in  Los  Angeles, 
California,  he  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Florence  Whit- 
moyer,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  i\Iichael  Whitmoyer,  of  Columbus,  Nebraska.  In 
politics  Dr.  Evans  is  a  jirogressive  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Federated 
church.  He  is  a  worthy  exemplar  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  identified  with 
the  York  Rite  and  also  belonging  to  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  past  commander 
of  the  commandery  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  and  he  is  likewise  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 


BERNARD   LOHAUS. 

Many  of  the  residents  of  Platte  county  have  had  their  nativity  in  or  trace  their 
ancestry  to  Germany,  among  which  number  is  Bernard  Lohaus,  who  was  born  in 
Humphrey  township  on  the  1st  of  January,  1878,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Elpers)  Lohaus,  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  came  to  America  in  early  life, 
crossing  the  Atlantic  about  1865,  at  which  time  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  then  went  to  Iowa,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  a  decade,  at  the  end.  of  which  time  he  came  to  Platte 
county,  Nebraska,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Humphrey 
township.  He  then  concentrated  his  energies  upon  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  his  farm,  which  he  operated  throughout  his  remaining  days.  He  also  secured  a 
timber  claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  thus  became  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  rich  land,  which  he  converted  into  a  valuable  farm 
l)roiKrty.  He  died  in  ^larch,  1906,  while  his  wife  survived  for  seven  years,  passing 
away  in  March,  1913. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Bernard  Lohaus  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youtli  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  parochial  schools  at  Humphrey.  As 
liis  age  and  strength  increased  he  assisted  more  and  more  largely  in  the  work  of 
the  home  farm  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father  he  came  into  possession  of  the 
old  home  place  by  purchasing  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  property.  His 
farm  comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  18,  Humphrey  township, 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  13,  Granville  township.  For  the  past 
nine  years  be  has  been  in  entire  control  of  the  place,  which  he  is  now  carefully 
and  systematically  cultivating.  He  has  wrought  a  marked  change  in  its  appearance 
by  the  many  improvements  that  he  has  put  upon  it.  He  has  but  recently  com- 
))!( ted  a  five  thousand  dollar  residence,  modern  in  every  respect,  and  he  has  other 
good  buildings  upon  his  farm,  providing  ample  shelter  for  grain  and  stock.  Well 
kept  fences  divide  the  farm  into  fields  of  convenient  size,  and  he  uses  the  latest 
improved  machinery  to  facilitate  the  work  of  developing  and  caring  for  his  crops. 
He  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  Polled  Durham  and  Shorthorn  cattle.  Duroc  Jersey 
hogs  and  White  Orpington  chickens,  and  his  work  in  this  direction  sets  a  standard 
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for  otiiei-s.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Hum- 
In  May,  1903,  Mr.  Lohaus  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cunnigunda  Braun, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eva  (Scheidemantel)  Braun,  who  are  represented  else- 
where in  this  volume.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lohaus  have  become  parents  of  six  children: 
Alphonse,   Henry,  Lucy,  Leander,  Syra  and  Mary,  all  at  home. 

The  family  attend  the  Catholic  church,  of  which  the  parents  are  members,  and 
Mr.  Lohaus  is  also  identified  with  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  the  Knights 
of  Columbus.  Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  lie  has  voted 
with  the  democratic  part}',  and  he  has  served  as  township  committeeman,  taking 
a  deep  interest  in  political  affairs  and  keeping  well  informed  on  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day  at  all  times.  His  life  has  been  one  of  well  directed  industry  and 
thrift,  and  along  clearly  defined  lines  of  labor  and  business  integrity  he  has   won 


HENRY  C.  LACHNIT. 

Henry  C.  Lachnit  for  a  number  of  years  occupied  public  office  in  Platte  county 
and  is  now  engaged  in  the  retail  liquor  business  in  Humphrey.  He  was  born  in 
Columbus  township,  April  7,  1878,  a  son  of  Frank  and  Josephine  (Meir)  Lachnit, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1874  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Columbus,  Nebraska,  renting 
land  for  a  time  but  afterwards  purchasing  farm  property  which  he  owned  and  cul- 
tivated until  IDOO.  He  then  retired  and  removed  to  Columbus,  spending  his  remain- 
ing davfi  ill  tlic  (  niiiyment  of  a  rest  which  he  had  truly  earned  and  riclily  deserved. 
His  wif,  p.issrd  ,i«  ly  February  2,  1910,  and  he  survived  her  only  twenty-six  days, 
his    death    occurring   on   the    28th   of   February. 

Henry  C.  Lachnit  attended  the  district  schools  and  remained  at  home  to  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Thirty- 
ninth  L'nitcd  St.itcs  Voluntrrrs  for  service  in  the  Spanish-American  war.  He  was 
with  tli.il  coniinaiHl  ior  two  yr-irs  in  ;Ktive  service  in  the  Philippines,  and,  although 
he  joiiK  (i  thr  army  as  a  ))ri\atc.  in-  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal  October 
1.  1,S!)!»,  and  was  nnist.rcd  out  as  sirgeant  on  the  Itli  of  March,  1901.  He  took 
part  in  a  nunilH-r  of  the  ,nuaocni,nts  in  th.-  Pliiliiiiiinrs,  including  the  battle  of 
(•ol,)n,l.a,  .lannarv  1.  MiOO;  l.ipa.  January  l.'Uli:  San  Di,-,,  Hill.  January  21st; 
Majaijay,  January  'V.n\  :  Santa  (rnz  iJriduv  and  San  Diro-,,  Hill.  March  16th; 
and  again  in  the  engag.an,  nts  it  Coloinl'a,  Ausinst  'Jiitli  and  S(]it(inlicr  12,  1900. 
He  enlisted  on  the  27th  .)f  S,]itrnilav.  IS!)!),  and  was  dis.liargvd  ,,t  San  Francisco 
May  6,  1901,  with  the  creditable  record  of  '■honest  and  faithful." 

When  tlie  country  no  longer  needed  his  military  aid  Mr.  Lachnit  returned  home 
and  assisted  in  the  further  development  and  improvement  of  his  fatlur's  farm  for 
two  years.  In  1904  he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff  under  Sheriff  C.  J.  Carrig, 
with  whom  he  served  for  four  years.  He  then  resigned  and  entered  tlie  retail 
liquor  business  at  Lindsay,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  when,  in  1909,  he  was 
elected  on  the  democratic  ticket  to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Platte  county,  assuming 
the  position  in  1910  and  serving  for  five  years  and  tliree  months,  having  been  twice 
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reelected.      At   the   close   of   his   term   lie   came   to   Humphrey,   where   he   has  since 
engaged  in  the  retail  liquor  business. 

On  the  21st  of  August,  1907,  Mr.  Lachnit  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Griffin, 
a  daughter  of  Morris  and  Margaret  Griffin.  Their  children  are:  Ramona,  born 
June  24,  1908;  and  Morris  and  Margaret,  twins,  born  July  26,  1910.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lachnit  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  with  the  Elks  Lodge,  No.  1195,  of  Columbus,  and  the  Columbus 
Aerie  of  Eagles,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs  and  is  a  past  worthy  presi- 
dent. He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Herman  and  belongs  to  the  Spanish 
War  Veterans  Association  and  the  Maennerchor.  Li  these  different  organizations 
he  has  gained  many  friends,  and  that  he  made  a  creditable  record  in  public  office 
is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  was  three  times  chosen  by  popular  vote  for  the 
position   which  he  filled. 


JOHN  T.  STEFFES. 


,No  history  of  Humphrey  would  be  complete  without  extended  reference  to  the 
members  of  the  Stetfes  family,  who  have  borne  so  important  and  prominent  a  part 
in  promoting  the  business  activity  and  material  development  of  the  town,  their 
labors  being  of  farreaching  effect  and  benefit.  John  T.  Steffes  is  engaged  in  the 
real-estate  and  insurance  business  as  a  recognized  leader  in  that  line  and  he  is  also 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Steffes  Brothers,  general  merchants.  His  enterprise  is  of 
the  character  that  brooks  no  obstacles  or  difficulties  that  can  be  overcome  by  per- 
sistent, earnest  effort  and  gradually  he  has  advanced  along  business  lines  until  in 
this  connection  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost  residents  of  Humphrey. 

Mr.  Steffes  is  a  native  of  northern  Michigan.  He  was  born  July  25,  1870,  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Catharine  (Wagner)  Steffes,  who  were  natives  of  Germany, 
the  father  having  been  born  on  the  Rhine,  while  the  mother  was  a  native  of  Sax- 
enburg.  Jacob  Steffes,  who  followed  the  occupation  of  mining,  came  to  America 
on  attaining  his  majority  and  settled  in  Michigan.  His  wife  had  been  brought  to 
the  new  world  when  but  three  years  of  age  by  her  parents,  who  located  in  the  upper 
peninsula  of  Michigan.  It  was  to  the  mining  regions  of  that  district  that  Jacob 
Steffes  made  his  way  and  found  employment,  and  after  his  marriage  his  wife  con- 
ducted a  tavern  and  saloon  while  Mr.  Steffes  followed  mining,  their  united  labors 
thus  contributing  to  their  success.  In  1875  they  came  to  Nebraska,  settling  in 
Madison  county,  where  their  earnings  wire  invested  in  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land  on  sections  33  and  31..  Green  G.irden  township,  on  Union  Creek.  They 
occupied  that  farm  until  1880,  iiurtiMg  with  good  success  in  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement, and  then  removed  to  Humphrey,  where  Mr.  Steffes  engaged  in  the  hotel, 
livery  and  saloon  business,  continuing  his  activity  along  those  lines  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1888.  His  wife  survived  him  for  many  years,  passing  away 
in    1904. 

John  T.  Steffes  attended  the  Humphrey  parochial  schools  and  also  the  school 
at  St.  Bernard  and  made  his  initial  step  in  the  bu.siness  world  as  a  clerk  in  the 
store  of  William  Eimers  in  Humphrey,  spending  four  years  in  that  connection.  In 
1895  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  live-stock  business,  buying  and  selling  live  stock 
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and  also  operating  a  butcher  shop  until  igOJ',  when  he  entered  the  employ  of 
P.  McKillip  and  for  several  years  worked  for  him  in  the  real-estate  business.  In 
1909  he  established  a  real-estate  agency  on  his  own  account  and  today  is  enjoying 
a  substantial  success  in  that  field.  In  lOll  he  extended  the  scope  of  his  business 
to  include  general  insurance  and  in  that  department  has  won  a  liberal  clientage. 
Even  this  does  not  cover  the  scope  of  his  activities,  for  in  1907,  in  partnership  with 
his  brothers.  Jacob,  Henry  and  Nicholas,  he  opened  the  largest  general  mercantile 
store  in  Humphrey  and  they  also  own  and  conduct  a  similar  establishment  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  Nebraska,  of  which  Henry  Steffes  is  acting  as  manager. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1898,  Mr.  Steffes  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lena  ^I. 
Edwards,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  William  and  Lena  (Schneider)  Edwards,  the  former 
born  near  London,  England,  and  the  latter  in  Erie  county.  New  York.  They  were 
married  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  for  a  number  of  years  Dr.  Edwards  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery.  Subsequently  he  removed 
to  Platte  Center,  this  county,  and  here  followed  his  profession  until  his  death  in 
1892,  when  he  was  fifty-seven  years  of  age.  His  widow  then  removed  to  Humphrey 
and  now  makes  her  home  with  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steffes  have  the  following 
children:  Leona,  Viola,  Florence,  Cecelia,  Leonard,  John  and  Francis.  Death  also 
claimed  two  of  their  children,  Catharine  and  Marian. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  Mr.  Steffes 
belongs  to  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  but  not 
an  aspirant  for  office.  He  ranks  with  the  substantial  young  business  men  of 
Humphrey,  guided  in  all  he  does  by  a  laudable  ambition  that  has  prompted  him 
to  put  forth  the  most  earnest  and  persistent  efforts  for  the  attainment  of  creditable 
success.  His  business  activities,  too,  have  been  of  a  character  which  have  con- 
tributed to  general  prosperity  and  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  community  as  well  as 
to  individual  advancement. 


GEORGE  FAIRCHILD. 

George  Fairchild,  of  Columbus,  was  a  prominent  figure  in  connection  with  the 
annals  of  Nebraska  as  well  as  in  local  affairs  of  his  home  locality  and  thus  it  was 
that  his  death  proved  not  simply  a  private  bereavement  bub  a  public  misfortune. 
He  was  born  in  Danbury,  Connecticut,  September  21,  ISSl,  and  was  a  youth  of 
about  seventeen  years  when  he  removed  from  Columbus.  Ohio,  to  Platte  county^ 
Nebraska,  in  the  year  1871.  Here  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  Arnold  jewelry 
store  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  learned  the  trade  .uul  in  which  he  remaint-d  for 
several  years.  He  was  for  some  time  in  the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad, 
was  an  accountant  with  the  firm  of  Spiece  &  North  and  for  several  years  was 
associated  with  W.  A.  Way  in  the  coal  business.  Each  step  in  his  career  marked 
an  advance  in  his  business  interests  and  responsibilities.  He  became  the  first 
local  manager  for  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  at  Columbus  and  afterward  he  was 
appointed  to  the  responsible  position  of  accountant  in  the  office  of  the  state  auditor. 
So  efficient  was  his  work  in  that  connection  that  his  services  were  retained  for  some 
time,  his  last  duties  being  those  of  examiner  of  the  county  treasurer's  books.      He    . 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY       121 

always  regarded  a  public  office  as  a  public  trust  and  it  was  well  known  that  no 
trust  reposed  in  him  was  ever  betrayed  in  the  slightest  degree. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1885,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Fairchild  and  Miss 
Klenora  Bremer,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  :^Iary  Bremer.  She  was  born  in 
Omalia,  February  1(3,  1861,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Mary,  now 
the  wife  of  Frank  Justus,  of  Columbus. 

The  fimily  circle  was  broken  by  the  hand  of  death  when  on  the  7th  ol  October, 
1911.,  Mr.  Fairchild  passed  away  at  Wilbur,  Nebraska.  He  was  a  consistent 
member  of  Grace  Episcopal  church  and  he  belonged  to  various  fraternal  organiza- 
tions, including  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the 
Royal  Highlanders  and  the  Modern  Woodmen.  His  political  allegiance  was  always 
given  to  the  republican  party  and  he  did  everything  in  his  power  to  further  its 
legitimate  success.  In  Columbus  he  long  figured  as  a  prominent  and  influential 
citizen  and  was  the  first  chief  of  the  fire  department,  while  with  many  other  con- 
cerns of  public  importance  he  was  actively  and  helpfully  associated.  He  enjoyed 
the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  colleagues  and  contemporaries  in  business  life  and 
in  public  office  and  thus  it  was  that  his  sterling  qualities  made  his  death  a  matter 
of  deep  and  sincere  regret. 


ARTHUR  A.  BEXHAM. 

Arthur  A.  Benham,  manager  for  the  T.  B.  Hord  Grain  Company  at  Humphrey, 
where  he  also  buys  live  stock  and  handles  coal,  has  through  close  application  and 
unremitting  energy  made  for  himself  a  creditable  position  in  business  circles.  He 
was  born  at  Wautoma,  Wisconsin,  August  15,  1870,  his  parents  being  Allen  B.  and 
Mary  (Trufant)  Benham,  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  The  father  became  a 
merchant  in  early  life.  On  leaving  New  England  he  went  with  his  parents  to 
Wisconsin,  his  father  becoming  a  farmer  of  the  Badger  state.  Allen  B.  Benham 
was  then  a  young  lad.  When  he  had  attained  a  sufficient  age  he  began  learning 
the  tinner's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  about  twelve  years.  In  1872  he  removed 
to  New  Windsor,  Illinois,  where  he  established  a  hardware  store,  conducting  busi- 
ness at  that  point  and  at  Kewanee,  Illinois,  for  several  years.  Success  attended 
his  efforts  and  he  finally  retired  with  a  substantial  competence.  He  then  removed 
to  Omaha,  where  he  now  resides  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  while  his  wife  is 
still  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 

Arthur  A.  Benham  was  reared  and  educated  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Nebraska, 
where  his  father  was  working  as  a  tinner.  He  continued  with  his  parents  to  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  years  and  when  his  education  was  completed  and  his  text- 
books put  aside  he  began  buying  grain  and  hogs  in  the  employ  of  others.  He  was 
thus  engaged  in  Cedar  Rapids  for  nineteen  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  W  came 
to  Humphrey  as  manager  for  the  T.  B.  Hord  Grain  Company,  which  he  still 
represents.  He  displays  sound  judgment  in  buying  grain  and  has  developed  a 
good  business  at  this  point.  He  also  buys  stock  and  handles  coal  and  his  business 
interests  are  carefully  and  systematically  managed. 

In  June,  1897,  Mr.  Benham  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lena  Beggs,  a 
daughter  of  A.  J.  Beggs,  who  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Illinois  at  an  early  period 
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and  subsequently  removed  to  Iowa,  in  which  state  he  was  actively  identified  with 
general  agricultural  pursuits  until  1894.  In  that  j'ear  he  took  up  his  abode  in 
Boone  county,  Nebraska,  and  there  followed  farming  for  several  years  but  at  the 
present  time  is  living  retired  in  the  enjoyment  of  well  earned  rest.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  1910.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benham  have  two  sons,  Ralph  B.  and 
Howard  B.,   who  are  sixteen  and   fourteen  years   of  age   respectively. 

The  parents  belong  to  the  Episcopal  church  and  in  his  political  views  Mr. 
Benham  is  a  republican  but  not  an  aspirant  for  office.  He  exemplifies  in  his  life 
the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  to  which  he  belongs,  and  his  course 
has  ever  been  an  upright,  honorable  one,  gaining  for  him  the  high  regard  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact  through  business  or  social  relations. 
He  has  attractive  social  qualities  which  have  won  him  popularity  and  throughout 
nity  he  has  a  host  of  warm  friends. 


REV.  HERMAN  MIESSLER. 

Rev.  Herman  Miessler,  pastor  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  at  Columbus, 
has  done  splendid  work  for  the  moral  development  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  his  influence  being  a  direct  and  tangible  force  for  uplift  in  many  lives,  not 
only  in  Columbus,  but  in  various  sections  of  Nebraska.  A  native  of  Michigan,  he 
was  born  in  Isabella  county  in  1861.  His  father,  Gustav  Miessler,  now  living  at 
Crete,  Illinois,  went  to  Michigan  as  a  missionary  among  the  Chippewa  Indians 
but  on  account  of  ill  health  resigned  his  position  there  in  1869  and  removed  to 
Chicago,  where,  he  studied  medicine  at  Hahnemann  College.  In  due  time  he  was 
graduated  and  entered  upon  practice  in  Chicago  but  is  now  living  in  Crete. 

Rev.  Miessler  obtained  a  common  school  education  in  Michigan  and  attended 
high  school  in  Chicago.  He  afterward  entered  Concordia  College  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1880  and  then  entered 
Concordia  Seminary  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  completed  his  course  in  1883. 
Immediately  afterward  he  came  to  Columbus,  at  which  time  the  congregation  of 
the  (irrnian  Lutheran  church  consisted  of  only  ten  families.  He  also  had  charge 
of  two  smaller  clinrchcs  in  the  district  until  they  became  self-sustaining.  He 
enter.  (I  with  /,(  .il  and  enthusiasm  upon  his  work  and  his  efforts  were  soon  manifest 
in  t.inuiliK  rtsiilts.  Under  his  guidance  the  church  has  steadily  grown  until  there 
are  now  one  hundred  families  connected  with  the  Columbus  church  and  a  paro- 
chial school  is  also  maintain. d.  \lv  is  actively  identified  in  establishing  churches 
throughout  this  section  of  Xt  Inaska  anil  also  in  founding  various  parochial  schools, 
and  his  influence  has  been  an  innneasurable  force  for  good.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Missouri  synod  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  also  of  the  teachers'  board 
of  the  seminary  at  Seward,  Nebraska. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  188-1.,  Rev.  Miessler  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Clara  Wurmb,  a  daughter  of  Theobald  von  Wurmb,  who  was  born  in  South  Africa, 
his  father  being  a  missionary  to  the  Hottentots.  Through  family  connections  Mrs. 
Miessler  is  related  to  the  great  Germ.an  Schiller.  To  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Miessler  have 
been   born   the    following  children:     Walter,   who   wedded    Emma   Sehreiber   and   is 


HERMAN   MIESSLER 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY  125 

iiig.-iged  in  the  drug  business  in  St.  Louis,  INIissouri ;  Adcla ;  Olga ;  Eugene,  who  is 
assisting  his  brother  Walter  in  the  drug  store  in  St.  Louis;  Elmer;  and  Marcella. 

In  his  political  views  Rev.  Miessler  is  a  democrat  and  keeps  well  informed  on 
the  issues  of  the  day,  being  not  unmindful  of  the  duties  and  obligations  of  citi- 
zenship, yet  he  never  seeks  nor  desires  preferment  in  that  connection.  He  is 
recognized  as  a  man  of  marked  ability,  of  strong  intellectual  force  and  effective 
power  as  a  speaker.  He  is  a  man  of  large  physique  and  commanding  personality 
and  of  keen  sympathy  and  is  well  liked  not  only  by  people  of  his  own  congregation 
but  by  representatives  of  all  denominations. 


EDWIN   AHRENS. 


Edwin  Ahrens,  directing  his  attention  entirely  to  farming  interests,  belongs 
to  tliat  class  of  representative  business  men  who  win  success  through  perseverance, 
laudable  ambition  and  unfaltering  energy.  He  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Platte  county,  for  he  is  one  of  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  the 
old  home  farm  of  the  family  in  Bismark  township,  September  24,  1884,  his 
parents  being  Edwin  and  Anna  (Loseke)  Ahrens.  The  father  was  born  in  Olden- 
burg, Germany,  June  21,  1831,  and  acquired  a  fair  education  in  that  country.  He 
also  worked  on  a  farm  there  and  for  about  two  years  served  in  the  German  army. 
Coming  to  America,  he  made  his  way  to  Nebraska  and  homesteaded  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Platte  county.  The  entire  district  was  then  largely  undeveloped 
and  unimproved  and  on  the  tract  which  came  into  his  possession  not  a  furrow  had 
been  turned.  He  met  the  usual  experiences  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life  wlien 
one  has  to  break  the  sod  and  prepare  the  fields  for  cultivation  before  crops  can 
be  i)lantcd.  He  was  energetic  and  resolute,  however,  and  he  bravely  met  the 
difficulties  which  confront  the  settler  upon  the  frontier.  In  time  his  labors  brought 
about  a  marked  change  in  tlie  appearance  of  his  farm,  which  was  converted  into 
productive  fields,  bringing  forth  abundant  liarvests.  In  April,  1861,  he  had  wedded 
Miss  Anna  Loseke,  also  a  native  of  Oldenburg,  Germany,  who  is  now  living  in 
Leigli,  Nebraska.  To  them  were  born  the  following  children:  John,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Columbus;  Minnie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Fritz  Loseke,  of  Bismark  town- 
ship; ^Margaret,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Henry  Sander;  Herman,  living 
in  Bismark  township;  Anna,  who  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Groteluschen,  of  Audubon 
county,  Iowa;  Bertha,  who  is  the  wife  of  Erich  Wurdeman,  living  south  of  Leigh; 
Edwin,  of  this  review;  and  Ella,  at  home  with  her  mother. 

The  death  of  Edwin  Ahrens.  Sr.,  occurred  on  the  11th  of  January,  1892,  and 
was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  widesjiread  regret,  for  during  the  years  of  his  resi- 
denof  in  Pl.itte  county  he  had  won  a  place  among  the  substantial  and  highly  respected 
citizi  IIS  (if  tin  ilistrict.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  tn.iMir.  1-  ,>t  liis  township,  making  an  excellent  officer,  which  fact  is  indicated 
by  liis  frequent  reelections.  He  belonged  to  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  and  guided  his  life  according  to  its  teachings. 

Edwin  Ahrens,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  obtained  a  public-school 
education  while  spending  his  youthful  days  under  the  parental  roof  and  through 
the   periods   of  vacation   he  worked   upon   the  home   farm,  early   becoming  familiar 
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through  experience  with  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  for  the 
crops.  He  has  never  sought  to  change  his  occupation  and  in  fact  finds  farming  a 
congenial  pursuit  and  one  which  is  bringing  to  him  a  substantial  and  gratifying 
annual  income.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  the  farm 
is  divided  into  fields  of  convenient  size  by  well  kept  fences,  while  all  the  farm 
work  is  conducted  according  to  modern  methods  and  exemplifies  the  ideas  that 
science  has  put  forth,  while  practical  experience  has  proven  their  value. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1909,  Mr.  Alirens  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  Miiller,  who  was  born  in  Bismark  township,  this  county.  June  8,  1885,  her 
parents  being  Friedrich  and  Magdalena  (Karlin)  Miilkr.  They  now  have  two 
sons,  namely:  Paul  Frederick,  who  was  born  August  '23,  1910;  and  Arlo  Edwin, 
whose  natal  day  was  February  2,  1912.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Ahrens  are  well  known  in 
this  county,  having  an  extended  acquaintance,  while  many  come  within  the  closer 
circle  of  friendship.  Those  who  know  them  speak  of  them  in  terms  of  warm 
regard  and  among  business  acquaintances  Mr.  Ahrens  is  mentioned  as  one  who  is 
as  reliable  as  he  is  enterprising. 


DANIEL   WEISER. 

Daniel  Weiser  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Sherman  township,  living  on  section  S, 
where  a  valuable  property  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  pays  tribute  to  the 
care  and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  it.  He  was  born  in  Austria,  February  3, 
1855,  a  son  of  Frank  and  Johanna  (Browner)  Weiser,  both  of  whom  have  passed 
away,  at  the  ages  of  forty-five  and  forty-seven  years  respectively.  The  father  was 
a  weaver  by  trade  and  served  for  seven  years  in  the  Austrian  army  as  an  officer 
of  minor  rank.  He  belonged  to  the  Catholic  church,  passing  away  in  that  faitli 
after  having  spent  his  entire  life  in  Austria. 

When  Daniel  Weiser  put  aside  his  textbooks,  after  attending  the  public 
schools,  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  in  Austria,  being  thus  employed  until  1877, 
when  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  came  to  the  United  States.  He  then  pur- 
chased land  in  Sherman  township,  paying  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  eighty 
acres.  Upon  this  tract  he  put  up  a  sod  house  and  with  characteristic  energy  began 
the  arduous  task  of  develojiing  and  improving  the  farm,  to  which  he  has  kept 
adding  from  timt  t<i  time  until  he  now  has  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on 
which  is  to  be  seen  a  fair  s(  t  of  buildings.  His  entire  life  has  been  devoted  to 
general  agricultural  pursuits  and  the  success  which  he  has  attained  is  the  merited 
reward  and  legitimate  result  of  his  labors. 

In  1883  Mr.  Weiser  was  imited  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bertha  Beitel,  a  native  of 
Austria  and  a  daughter  of  August  and  Bertha  (Koenig)  Beitel.  The  father,  a 
factory  worker  in  Austria,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  in  1879  took  up 
a  homestead  claim  of  eighty  acres  in  Humphrey  township,  Platte  county,  Nebraska, 
where  he  devoted  his  attention  to  general  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weiser  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Anna,  the  wife  of  Adam  Kimig,  who  is  an 
agriculturist  of  Sherman  township  and  by  whom  she  has  one  child;  Louis;  Emma; 
Bertha;  Paulina;  Martha;  Ella;  and  Ida. 

The   family   hold  membership   in   St.    Mary's   Catholic  church   of  Grand   Prairie 
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township.  Mr.  Weiser  has  been  active  along  no  line  outside  of  business,  preferring 
ever  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  the  development  and  improvement  of  his 
farm,  whereby  he  has  provided  a  comfortable  living  for  his  family  and  gained  for 
himself  a  place  among  the  substantial  and  well-to-do  residents  of  the  township. 


HENRY  F.  J.  HOCKENBERGER. 

Henry  F.  J.  Hockenberger,  numbered  among  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
Columbus,  is  actively  identified  with  real-estate,  loan  and  insurince  interests  as 
a  member  of  the  Becher,  Hockenberger  &  Chambers  Company.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Corning.  New  York,  on  the  8th  of  September,  1860,  his  parents  being  William 
and  Charlotte  (Roehrig)  Hockenberger,  the  former  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany, 
and  the  latter  of  the  Rhine  province.  William  Hockenberger,  born  in  1818, 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  184.6,  while  his  wife  came  to  this  country  with 
her  parents  in  1837.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Rochester,  New  York,  in 
]8i7.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  Hockenberger  occurred  in  1865  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  :Mr.  Hockenberger  wedded  Mrs.  I\Iary  Halm  nee  Kling,  In  1878  tiiey 
removed  to  Boone  county,  Nebraska,  where  his  demise  occurred  in  1887  and  his 
widow  then  returned  to  New  York,  in  which  state  she  passed  away  in  the  year 
1905.  George  Hockenberger,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Baden,  Germany,  and  was  an  agriculturist  by  occupation. 

In  his  youth  Henry  F.  J.  Hockenberger  attended  the  public  schools  of  Elmira, 
New  York,  and  Blossburg,  Pennsylvania,  the  family  home  having  been  established 
in  the  latter  town  in  1868.  He  put  aside  his  textbooks  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years 
and  subsequently  worked  at  coopering  in  Elmira,  New  York,  for  two  years.  On 
tlie  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Blossburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
was  employed  in  his  father's  brewery  for  two  years  and  then  accompanied  his 
father  and  stepmother  to  Nebraska.  Here  he  worked  on  a  farm  and  in  a  flour  mill 
for  one  year  and  occupied  himself  with  odd  jobs  for  a  time.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  secured  a  position  with  the  Columbus  real-estate,  loan  and 
insurance  firm  of  Becher  &  Price,  which  at  the  end  of  two  years  became  Gus  G. 
Becher  &  Company.  He  continued  in  the  service  of  that  concern  for  ten  years 
and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period,  in  1891,  he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership 
in  the  firm,  which  then  became  Becher,  Jaeggi  &  Company  and  was  changed  to 
Becher,  Hockenberger  &  Chambers  when  in  1900  Leopold  Jaeggi  was  succeeded 
by  ¥..  H.  Chambers.  In  1913  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  Becher,  Hock- 
enberger &  Chambers  Company.  The  record  of  Mr.  Hockenberger  is  a  splendid 
illustration  of  the  power  of  industry,  perseverance  and  energ;,'  in  tlie  attainment 
of  success,  for  he  has  worked  his  way  upward  from  a  humble  position  in  the 
business  world  to  one  of  prominence  and  influence.  Since  1886  he  has  served  as 
secretarj'  and  director  of  the  Columbus  Land,  Loan  &  Building  Association  and 
for  the  past  two  years  he  has  been  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Young  Men's 
Cliristian  Association  in  Columbus. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  1883,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  :Mr.  Hockenberger 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Amelia  L.  Metz,  a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Josephine 
(Becher)  Metz,  her  father  being  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Metz  Brothers  Brewing 
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Company  of  Omaha.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  six  children,  as 
follows:  Lottie  i\L,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Julius  S.  Nichols,  of 
Columbus,  Nebraska;  William  E. ;  Philip  R.;  Elaine  K. ;  Paul  H.;  and  Josephine 
Charlotte. 

Politically  Mr.  Hockenberger  is  a  staunch  prohibitionist  and  a  member  of  the 
state  committee  of  prohibition.  He  has  also  served  on  the  Columbus  school  board 
and  the  library  board,  being  now  a  member  of  the  latter.  Li  1881  he  joined  the 
Columbus  Militia  and  was  connected  therewith  for  two  years  or  until  his  company 
was  disbanded,  doing  service  in  Omaha  during  two  weeks  of  strike  riots  in  J 882. 
Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Modern  Wo.ulnun  of  America  and  he  likewise 
belongs  to  the  Mens  Club,  the  Young  Mens  Cliristian  Association  and  the  Com- 
mercial Club  and  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  fire  department,  having  served 
thereon  for  eight  or  nine  years.  He  attends  tlie  Grace  Ejjiscojjal  church,  in  which 
he  is  serving  as  vestryman,  but  he  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  His  energy, 
eiitt  rprisc  .md  jirogressive  spirit  have  carried  him  forward  into  important  relations 
with  xiriiuis  Interests  of  the  community  and  have  made  him  a  citizen  whose  worth 


JOHN  JANICEK. 

John  Janicek  is  a  resident  of  Columbus,  his  home  being  at  the  corner  of 
Seventeenth  and  Platte  streets,  but  be  is  jiroprietor  of  a  garage  at  Humphrey, 
where  he  spends  three  or  four  days  each  week.  He  was  born  in  Austria,  January 
2i,  18GS.  and  is  a  son  of  Frank  and  Caroline  Janicek,  who  were  natives  of  the 
same  eouiitix  .  tin  re  n  niaining  until  the  year  1877,  when  they  bade  adieu  to 
friends  and  iiatn c  land  and  sailed  for  the  new  world.  They  did  not  tarry  on  the 
coast  but  made  tluir  way  at  once  into  the  interior  of  the  country  with  Butler 
county,  Nebraska,  as  their  destination.  The  father  had  followed  farming  in 
Austria  and  on  coming  to  this  state  he  purchased  and  improved  eight  hundred 
acres  of  land,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  until  1899,  when  he  retired  and 
removed  to  Columbus,  there  residing  for  thirteen  years.  His  wife  died  in  1901, 
after  which  he  made  his  home  with  his  children  until  he,  too,  passed  away  in 
March,    1912. 

John  Janicek  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
emigration  to  the  new  world,  after  which  he  was  reared  in  Butler  county,  Nebraska, 
where  he  remained,  assisting  his  father  in  the  development  and  improvement  of 
the  home  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  when  he  removed 
onto  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  given  him  by  his  father.  Tliis  he 
improved  and  later  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  by  additional  purchase 
until  he  owned  a  half  section  of  land,  wliich  he  further  developed  and  cultivated 
for  about  sixteen  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  his  farm  and  invested  in 
a  section  of  land  in  Greelej'  county,  Nebraska,  an  improved  farm  that  he  still  owns 
and  now  rents,  deriving  therefrom  a  good  income.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
removed  to  Columbus,  where  he  has  since  resided,  being  now  pleasantly  located  in 
an  attractive  home  at  the  corner  of  Seventeenth  and  Platte  streets.  Li  April,  1915, 
however,  he  established  a  garage  at  Humphrey   for   his  son  and  now  spends   nbo\it 
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in  supervising  the  business  there.     He  also  has  the 
agency    for   the   Ford   cars   and   he   is   a  stockliolder  in  the   Portland  Cement  Com- 
•aska. 

,  Mr.  Janicek  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  Thanel, 
nuel  Thanel.  a  native  of  Austria,  who  is  still  engaged  in 
y.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  three  children,  namely: 
1  in  the  automobile  business  at  Humjjhrey,  Nebraska;  and 
Annie   and    Rudolph,   both   attending  school. 

■riie  r.ligious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church  and  politically 
Mr.  .lanirik  is  indei^endent,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  and 
the  (liui.inds  of  the  times.  His  life  has  been  one  of  persistent  energy  and  his 
efforts  have  been  fruitful  of  good  results,  bringing  him  substantial  return  for  his 
labor  as   the  years   have   gone  by. 
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EDGAR    HOWARD. 


Edgar  Howard,  owner  and  publisher  of  the  Telegram  of  Columbus  since  1900, 
was  born  at  Osceola,  Iowa,  September  16,  1858,  a  son  of  James  Dakin  and  iSIartha 
(Daniel)  Howard.  They  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  Virginia  respectively  and 
were  born  on  the  same  day — July  9,  182'i.  The  father  spent  his  boyhood  days 
in  Ohio  and  afterward  removed  to  Indiana,  whence  in  1853  he  went  to  Iowa,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  cattle  and  merchandise  business.  He  had  previously  been  a 
school  teacher  and  merchant.  For  more  than  three  decades  he  remained  a  resident 
of  Iowa,  passing  away  in  Des  Moines  in  188i.  His  wife  long  survived  and  died 
at  Enid,  Oklahoma,  in   191 M. 

Edgar  Howard  attended  private  and  public  schools  and  afterward  became  a 
student  in  the  Iowa  College  of  Law,  a  department  of  Drake  University,  but  did 
not  graduate.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Papillion,  Nebraska,  in  1885.  He 
(irst  became  connected  with  newspaper  publication  on  the  Glenwood  (la.)  Opinion 
and  as  a  boy  printer  traveled  extensively  over  the  country,  never  remaining  long 
at  any  place.  He  filled  the  positions  of  printer,  reporter  and  city  editor,  and  for 
quite  a  time  was  connected  in  the  last  named  capacity  with  the  Daily  Herald,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio.  He  first  began  newspaper  publication  on  his  own  account  at 
Papillion,  Nebraska,  where  he  was  owner  of  the  Times  in  partnership  with  George 
Maguey,  now  county  attorney  at  Omaha.  After  remaining  there  for  three  years 
he  went  to  Benkelraan,  Nebraska,  and  established  the  first  democratic  paper  pub- 
lished between  McCook  and  Denver.  He  also  spent  three  years  there,  after  wliich 
he  returned  to  Papillion  and  again  purchased  the  Times,  which  he  published  until 
1900,  when  he  came  to  Columbus  and  purchased  the  Telegram  from  Senator  Pascal, 
since  which  time  he  has  edited  that  paper.  He  has  attracted  some  attention  as  a 
political  writer.  His  writings  have  always  shown  forth  strong  antagonism  to  special 
interests  and  trusts  menacing  the  welfare  of  the  masses.  In  politics  he  h.is  ever 
been  an  earnest  democrat,  giving  stalwart  support  to  the  party  principles  and 
never  hesitating  to  express  clearlj'  and  forcibly  his  convictions.  In  1891'  he  was 
elected    to    the    state    legislature    from    Sarpy    county,    and    was    the    only    member 
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elected  as  a  straight  democrat.  He  resigned  his  legislative  seat  to  take  the  office 
of  jjrobate  judge  of  the  same  county,  which  he  filled  from   1895  to   1900. 

On  the  11th  of  November,  1884,  at  Clarinda,  Iowa,  Mr.  Howard  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Burtch,  her  father  being  Alexander  Burtch,  who 
was  a  pioneer  postmaster  at  Bellevue,  Nebraska,  in  1857  and  1858.  To  them  have 
been  born  three  children,  namely :  Findley  Burtch,  whose  birth  occurred  October 
8,  1885,  and  who  is  now  in  the  United  St<ates  treasury  department  service  at 
Cristobal,  Panama  (canal  zone);  Mary  Burtch,  who  was  born  February  5,  1888, 
and  gave  her  liand  in  marriage  to  Harry  Rex,  of  Creston,  Iowa ;  and  Helen  Burtch, 
who  was  born  November   2,   1893,  and  lives  at  home. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Howard  is  an  Episcopalian.  He  enjoys  Bohemian  life 
and  cares  little  for  the  conventionalities  which  are  based  upon  custom  rather  than 
common  sense.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Masons,  having  attained  the 
Knight  Templar  degree  of  the  York  Rite  and  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the 
Scottish  Rite,  while  with  the  Nobles  of  the  ]\Iystic  Shrine  he  has  crossed  the  sands 
of  the  desert.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Imperial  Mystic  Legion. 
Mr.  Howard  has  become  well  known  in  newspaper  circles  in  Nebraska. 


LOUIS   F.   PHILLIPPS. 

The  attractiveness  of  Platte  county  as  a  place  of  residence  is  evidenced  in  the 
fact  that  many  of  her  native  sons  have  remained  within  her  borders,  finding  here 
business  conditions  and  opportunities  which  have  enabled  them  to  win  success  and 
gain  a  creditable  position  among  men  of  affluence.  To  this  class  belongs  Louis 
F.  Phillipps,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Columbus  after  long  connection  with 
mercantile  interests  in  his  native  county. 

He  was  born  December  29,  1863,  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Phillipps,  in 
whose  family  were  six  children,  and  three  sons  and  two  daughters  are  still  living. 
The  father,  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  died  in  1907,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years,  having  long  survived  his  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  Switzerland  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  on  coming  to  the  United 
States  settled  in  Missouri  but  in  1856  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneer  residents 
of  this  county,  having  made  the  journey  by  team  to  Nebraska.  He  secured  a  home- 
stead claim  in  Loup  township,  where  he  faced  the  conditions  and  hardships  of 
frontier  life.  The  Indians  were  still  numerous  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Wild 
game  of  all  kinds  could  be  had  in  abundance  and  there  were  many  other  evidences 
of  the  fact  that  civilization  was  just  beginning  to  push  its  way  into  the  western 
region.  Mr.  Phillipps  used  ox  teams  in  cultivating  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  which  was  situated  a  half  mile  from  the  Platte  river.  His  early  home 
was  a  dugout  and  it  contained  few  comforts  and  conveniences,  but  with  resolute 
spirit  he  set  to  work  to  develop  his  land  and  provide  i  living  for  his  family.  He 
carried  on  general  farming  and  when  the  grassho])])ers  destroyed  his  crops  he 
removed  to  Columbus  and  worked  at  his  trade.  In  time  he  established  a  store  for 
the  sale  of  shoes  and  later  added  a  stock  of  groceries,  becoming  one  of  the  enter-    . 
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prising  merchants  of  the  town,  continuing  active  in  business  until  fifteen  years  prior 
to  his  death,  when  he  retired.    His  religious  belief  was  that  of  the  Catholic  church. 

Louis  F.  Phillipps  attended  the  public  schools  of  Columbus  and  when  fifteen 
years  of  age  became  an  apprentice  in  a  painter's  and  carpenter's  shop.  He  con- 
tinued to  engage  in  painting  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  his  health  became 
poor  and  he  took  up  carpentering,  at  which  he  worked  for  six  years.  In  1893  he 
engaged  in  the  sporting  goods  business,  carrying  a  stock  of  guns,  bicycles,  phono- 
grajjlis  and  other  merchandise  of  similar  character.  He  had  practically  no  capital 
with  which  to  start  in  this  business  but  his  enterprise,  diligence  and  honorable  deal- 
ing carried  him  through  and  he  won  success,  remaining  active  along  that  line  until 
1909,  when  he  retired.  His  trade  in  the  meantime  had  increased  to  extensive  pro- 
portions, bringing  to  him  a  gratifying  annual  income.  He  is  still  the  owner  of 
valuable  landed  possessions,  having  three  hundred  acres  in  Nance  county,  Ne- 
braska, together  with  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  on  what  is  known  as  Buck 
Island,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Platte  and  Loup  rivers. 

In  1891  Mr.  Phillipps  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  :Miss  Margaret  Wellmann,  who 
was  born  on  the  same  lot  in  Columbus  on  which  their  home  now  stands.  To  them 
have  been  born  two  children:  Harold,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Columbus  high 
school;  and  Catherine,  at  home. 

Mr.  Phillipps  is  a  prominent  and  well  known  figure  in  fraternal  circles.  He 
has  been  a  very  active  and  zealous  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge,  in 
which  he  has  held  all  of  the  offices.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Sons  of  Herman.  His  con- 
nection with  the  Maennerchor  indicates  his  activity  in  musical  circles  and  he  is 
likewise  a  charter  member  of  the  Orpheus  Society.  His  political  indorsement  has 
been  given  to  the  democratic  party  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  fran- 
chise and  his  fellow  townsmen,  recognizing  his  ability,  have  several  times  called 
liim  to  public  office.  For  six  years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  exer- 
cising his  official  prerogatives  in  support  of  various  movements  for  the  public  good. 
Jle  has  also  been  water  commissioner  and  for  six  years  was  a  member  of  the  school 
board,  serving  for  one  year  as  its  president.  He  stands  at  all  times  stanch  in 
support  of  those  measures  which  are  a  matter  of  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride. 


TIMOTHY   JOSEPH   CRONIN. 

Timothy  Joseph  Cronin,  of  Platte  Center,  who  is  conducting  a  livery  and  feed 
business  and  is  also  a  breeder  of  fine  horses  and  mules,  was  born  in  County  Kerry, 
Ireland,  on  the  llth  of  May,  1872,  and  spending  his  youthful  days  in  that  country 
pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  a  young  man  of  nineteen 
years  when  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  land  and  sailed  for  the  United 
States  in  1891,  settling  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  There  he  learned  the  boiler  maker's 
trade  and  for  two  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  City  Iron  Works,  after 
which  he  sought  the  opportunities  and  business  advantages  of  the  growing  west. 

It  was  on  the  12th  of  December,  1893,  that  Mr.  Cronin  arrived  in  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  his  uncle,  Mike  Cronin,  for  about 
three  years.     He  then  began  farming  on  his  own  account  by  renting  land  in   1897 
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and  for  about  a  year  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  general  store  of  Bruckner  &  Greisen,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  two  years,  when  he  entered  the  livery  and  feed  business  and  began 
breeding  horses  and  mules.  He  is  an  excellent  judge  of  stock  and  has  bred  some 
very  fine  horses,  his  business  having  now  reached  large  and  profitable  proportions. 
On  the  loth  of  November,  1910,  Mr.  Cronin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Nellie  Fenton,  a  daughter  of  Simon  and  !Mary  Fen  ton.  They  have  two  children, 
James  Jeremiah  and  FeSiton  Thomas.  The  parents  hold  membership  in  the 
Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Cronin  belongs  to  tiie  jNlodern  Woodmen  Camp  No.  S264 
and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  He  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  belief  and 
lias  filled  the  office  of  road  supervisor.  He  is  now  serving  as  chief  of  the  Platte 
Center  fire  department  and  manifests  at  all  times  a  progressive  citizenship,  giving 
earnest  and  effective  support  to  public  movements  which  tend  to  benefit  the  com- 
munity. 


FRANK   M.  LEACH. 


On  the  roll  of  Creston's  leading  citizens  appears  the  name  of  Frank  M.  Leach, 
an  enterprising  merchant  now  tiiu;,ir;cd  in  the  hardware  and  implement  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Ltuli  >S.  I'.ilm.itrer.  He  was  born  in  New  York,  September 
7,  1864,  a  son  of  L.  B.  and  Ann  P.  (Dickinson)  Leach,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  removed  to  the  middle  west 
in  18G5,  settling  in  Clinton,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  land  which  he  owned  and 
cultivated  until  1871.  He  then  sold  that  property  and  came  to  Platte  county, 
where  he  secured  a  homestead  in  Humphrey  township.  He  then  bent  his  energies 
to  the  development  and  improvement  of  that  place,  continuing  its  cultiv.ation 
throughout  his  remaining  days.  He  died  December  6,  1906,  while  his  wife  survived 
until  June   10,   1910. 

Frank  M.  Leach  was  reared  and  educated  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  being 
but  seven  years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  this  state.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  rooi  viitil  In  .ittniiu d  liis  majority  and  then  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  by  rentiiiji  land,  wliicli  In-  continued  to  cultivate  for  five  years.  Removing 
to  Boyd  county.  In  IIkit  lionit  st(  .ulcd  and  spent  two  years  in  cultivating  a  new 
tract.  He  then  returned  to  the  old  home  place  in  Humphrey  township,  which  he 
later  purcli.iscd.  and  continued  to  develop  and  further  improve  that  farm  until  he 
decided  to  put  aside  agricultural  pursuits  and  enter  commercial  circles  of  Hum- 
phrey, where  he  purchased  the  Humphrey  Buck  Works,  which  he  conducted  for 
three  years.  He  then  sold  that  plant  and  bought  land  in  Creston  and  Humphrey 
townships,  carrying  on  general  farming  for  three  years,  after  which  he  once  more 
sold  his  farm  and  removed  to  Creston.  Here  he  purchased  the  hardware  and 
implement  business  of  G.  W.  Smith  and  has  since  conducted  it,  having  a  well 
appointed  establishment  and  a  good  trade.  In  the  spring  of  1912  he  admitted 
Arthur  Palmateer  to  a  partnership  under  the  firm  style  of  Leach  &  Palmateer. 
They  carry  a  full  line  of  shelf  and  heavy  hardware  and  they  also  handle  the  Ford 
and  Studebaker  cars,  both  branches  of  their  business  bringing  to  them  substantial 
returns.      Mr.   Leach   is   also   a   stockholder   in   the   Farmers   Elevator   Company   of 
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Creston  and  in  the  Citizens  State  Bank  of  Creston,  and  is  a  stockliolder  and  vice 
president  of  the  Humphrey  Telephone  Companj-.  Throughout  his  entire  business 
life  he  has  ever  been  watchful  of  opportunities  and  has  improved  many  which 
others  have  passed  heedlessly  by.  His  time  has  been  well  spent  and  deserved 
success  crowns  his  efforts. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  1887,  Mr.  Leach  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  M. 
Hummel,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Snyder)  Humulel,  who  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in  an  early  day 
left  till-  cist,  re  iiKiving-  to  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  land,  there 
carrying;-  on  o. m  ral  i'.inniiiti;  throughout  the  residue  of  his  days.  He  passed  away 
in  June,  1.S9:>,  having  for  almost  three  years  survived  his  wife,  wlio  died  in  Sep- 
tember,  1892. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leach  have  six  children:  Vera,  born  December  31,  1887;  Pearl, 
whose  birth  occurred  April  1,  1889;  Stella,  who  was  born  on  the  10th  of  February, 
1893;  Clifford,  born  April  24,  1895;  Raymond,  born  January  4,  1898;  and  Ruth, 
October  1,  1907.  In  his  religious  faith  Mr.  Leach  is  a  Presbyterian  and  fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Knig4its  of  Pythias  and  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  having  been  identified  with  the  latter  organization  for  twenty-two  years. 
Politically  he  is  a  democrat  and  is  the  present  assessor  of  Creston  township,  while 
for  the  past  five  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  town  board.  For  several  years 
he  has  served  on  the  democratic  county  central  committee  and  takes  an  active  and 
helpful  part  in  advancing  the  principles  in  which  he  believes.  He  is  a  man  ever 
loyal  to  his  honest  convictions  and  his  position  is  never  an  equivocal  one,  for  he 
fearlessly  announces  his  course  and  adheres  thereto. 


JOSEPH    BENDER. 


Joseph  Bender  owns  and  occupies  a  fine  residence  in  Humphrey  and  is  today 
enjoying  a  well  earned  rest — the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  was  long  actively 
and  prominently  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  and  as  the  years  went  on  his 
carefully  directed  efforts  brought  to  him  a  substantial  measure  of  success.  He 
was  born  in  Henry,  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  June  7,  1866,  and  is  a  twin  brother 
of  Henry  C.  Bender,  of  Granville  township,  and  a  son  of  Peter  and  Catharine 
(Mallmann)  Bender.  The  father  was  born  in  Menamebach,  Germany,  October  3, 
ISS,"),  and  the  mother's  birth  occurred  in  Wenhausen,  Germany,  February  17,  1832. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  he  served  for  three  years  in  the  German  army. 
In  1856  he  came  to  America,  settling  in  Henry,  Illinois,  where  he  rented  land 
and  engaged  in  farming  until  the  spring  of  1886.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Hum- 
phrey and  purchased  large  tracts  of  land  in  Humphrey  and  Granville  townships, 
owning  at  least  one  thousand  acres.  He  afterward  gave  each  of  his  eight  children 
eighty  acres  of  land  as  they  became  of  age.  He  located  in  the  town  of  Humphrey 
and  carried  on  general  farming  with  the  help  of  his  sons,  being  known  both  in 
Illinois  and  Nebraska  as  a  prominent  stockman  and  farmer  because  of  his  extensive 
interests  and  the  able  manner  in  which  he  managed  his  affairs.  He  retired  from 
active  business  life  at  the  death  of  his  good  wife  December  29,  1906,  and  was 
making   his    home    with    his    son    Joseph    at   the    time   of   his   death    on   the    7th   of 
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November,  1910.  He  was  a  man  of  keen  business  discernment,  readily  recognizing 
the  possibilities  of  a  situation,  and  his  energy  and  enterprise  brought  to  him  sub- 
stantial  and  gratifying  success. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Bender  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Peter,  who  was  born  June  12,  1853,  and  died  on  the  9th  of  April,  1915;  Phillip, 
whose  birth  occurred  June  24,  1855,  and  who  passed  away  November  3,  1912; 
John  William,  who  was  born  May  11,  1858,  and  follows  farming  in  Humphrey 
township;  Mary,  whose  natal  day  was  July  5,  1859,  and  who  died  on  the  17th 
of  September,  1863;  Catharine,  who  was  born  May  23,  1862,  and  gave  her  hand 
in  marriage  to  Edward  Leible,  of  Elgin,  Nebraska;  Annie,  who  was  born  July  11, 
1863,  and  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  L.  German,  a  farmer  of  Granville  township; 
Joseph,  of  this  review;  Henry  C,  who  was  born  June  7,  1866,  is  a  twin  brother 
of  Joseph  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Granville  township;  and  Lizzie,  who  was 
born  February  22,  1876,  and  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Van  Ackeren,  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
Nebraska. 

Joseph  Bender  attended  the  common  schools  of  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  and 
assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  home  farm  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  located  on  the  eighty-acre  tract  given  him  by  his 
father,  situated  on  section  22,  Humphrey  township.  There  he  lived  and  farmed 
for  twenty  years  and  to  his  original  holdings  he  kept  adding  until  he  owned  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land,  which  he  brought  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  to  which  he  added  many  modern  improvements.  Year  by  year  his 
farm  work  was  systematically  and  carefully  carried  on.  He  studied  soil  conditions, 
knew  the  crops  best  adapted  to  climate  and  became  acquainted  with  the  needs  of 
all  kinds  of  cereals  raised  in  this  part  of  the  country.  His  work  was  directed  by 
intelligent  judgment  and  brought  splendid  returns.  In  1907  he  retired  and 
removed  to  Humphrey,  where  he  purchased  eighteen  acres  of  town  property, 
including  a  fine  residence.  He  then  rented  his  farm  and  today  lives  retired,  enjoy- 
ing a  rest  which  he  has  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves.  For  years  while  upon 
the  farm  he  handled  registered  Poland  China  hogs  and  took  many  premiums 
thereon.  He  also  owned  a  thoroughbred  Percheron  stallion,  Black  Champion,  and 
all  of  the  stock  which  he  kept  upon  his  farm  was  of  high  grade.  He  now  has 
another  property  in  the  city  besides  his  home,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  residences 
of  the  county. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1890,  Mr.  Bender  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Katie  Wander,  a  daughter  of  Simon  and  Paulina  (Yachter)  Wunder,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  became  an  agriculturist  of  Henry,  Illinois, 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bender  have  two  children, 
namely:  Tracie,  who  was  born  on  the  30th  of  March,  1891;  and  Irene,  who  was 
born  March  25,  1894,  and  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Tony  Schacher,  of  Hum- 
phrey. 

Mr.  Bender  and  his  brother  Henry  challenge  any  pair  of  twins  in  the  state 
for  weight,  the  former  tipping  the  scales  at  two  hundred  and  forty  and  the  brother 
at  three  hundred  pounds.  In  his  political  views  Joseph  Bender  is  a  democrat  and 
has  filled  a  number  of  local  offices.  He  was  a  member  of  the  township  board  for 
six  years,  was  road  boss  of  Granville  township  for  seven  years  and  has  been 
constable  and  justice  of  the  peace  in  Humphrey  township.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
citv   council,  now   serving  his   seventh   year,  and   at   the   present  time   he   is   mayor 
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of  Humphrey.  He  has  also  been  officially  connected  with  the  schools  as  director 
and  trustee.  He  and  his  family  are  identified  with  St.  Francis  Catholic  church 
of  Humphrey,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee,  and  he  is  a  member  of  Humphrey  Council 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  His  has  been  an  active  and  useful  life,  fraught  with 
good  for  tlie  district  in  which  he  has  lived,  his  labors  being  farreaching  and 
important  along  lines  that  have  led  to  public  progress  and  improvement. 


JANET  CLAIRE  McALLISTER. 

Janet  Claire  McAllister  is  filling  the  position  of  assistant  postmaster  at 
Columbus,  proving  most  efficient  in  that  connection.  She  was  born  May  26,  1890, 
in  the  city  which  is  still  her  home,  a  daughter  of  William  Alexander  and  Mary 
(Coalter)  McAllister,  of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Passing 
through  consecutive  grades  in  the  public  schools,  she  became  a  student  in  the 
Columbus  high  school  and  was  graduated  therefrom  on  the  6th  of  June,  1908. 
Later  she  attended  the  Nebraska  State  University  and  for  one  year  engaged  in 
teaching,  but  turned  from  that  profession  to  accept  a  clerkship  in  the  Columbus 
postoffice,  with  which  she  is  now  connected,  having  been  appointed  assistant  post- 
master on  the  19th  of  November,  1913.  She  knows  every  phase  of  postoffice  work, 
is  most  systematic  and  careful  in  conducting  the  interests  of  the  office  and  has 
maintained  a  most  creditable  and  satisfactory  record  in  the  discharge  of  her 
duties.  Miss  ^McAllister  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Columbus  and 
lias  a  very  wide  acquaintance  in  this  city,  in  which  her  entire  life  has  been  passed 
and  in  which  her  attractive  qualities  have  gained  her  wide  popularity. 


WILLIAM  R.  FREY. 


William  R.  Frey  is  the  owner  of  a  bottling  works  at  Humphrey,  his  native 
town.  He  has  always  resided  there  :uid,  3cti\e  along  business  lines,  has  made 
for  himself  a  creditable  position  in  commercial  circles.  He  was  born  December 
31,  1890,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Schmitz)  Frey,  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father  came  to  America  when  eighteen  years  of  age  and  made  his  way  to 
Illinois,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand.  He  afterward  cultivated  a  rented  farm 
for  several  years  and  later  removed  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  purchased 
land  which  he  continued  to  develop  and  improve  until  1905.  He  then  retired  and 
removed  to  Humphrey,  where  he  and  his  wife  now  make  their  home,  enjoying  a 
well  earned  rest. 

William  R.  Frey  was  reared  ; 
the  public  and  parochial  schools, 
tion  with  the  implement  trade  an 
Baekes,  a  nurseryman  with  whom 
purchased  a  dray  and  engaged  in  teaming  for  two  or  three  years,  after  which  he 
bought  out  the  Humphrey  Bottling  Works  and  has  since  conducted  business  along 
that  line.     He  bottles  soft  drinks,  all  of  his  own  manufacture,  including  soda  water, 
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pop  and  various  other  light  beverages.  He  has  a  well  equipped  plant  and  does  a 
good  business.     The  excellence  of  his  product  insures   a  ready  sale  of  the  output. 

On  the  lOth  of  November,  1914,  I\Ir.  Frey  was  united  in  marriage  to  ]\Iiss  Josie 
Foley,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Rachel  (Johnson)  Foley.  The  father,  who  has  been 
in  the  service  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  as  section  foreman  for  the 
past  twenty-eight  years,  now  makes  his  home  at  Anthon,  Iowa.  Tiie  mother 
passed  away  in   1905. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  and  IVIrs.  Frey  are  Catholics  and  he  holds  membership 
with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Politically  he  is  a  democrat,  voting  for  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  party  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise. 
He  is  well  known  in  Humphrey  and  this  part  of  the  county  and  has  many  friends 
among  those  who  have  known  him  from  his  boyhood  as  well  as  among  the  acquaint- 
ances of  later  years. 


JUDGE  ERXST  C.  HALM. 
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;  agency,  tli 
warm  regard  and  he  has  the  faculty 
he  comes  in  C(uitact.  He 
a  son  of  John  Baptist  and  Marie  (Kling)  Halm,  who  were  natives  of  Prussia.  It 
was  about  lSi8  that  the  father  came  to  America,  settling  in  New  York  city,  where 
he  became  associated  witli  the  German  .Staats-Zeitung,  the  largest  German  daily 
paper  in  this  country.  He  .uti d  is  traveling  representative  for  the  company,  vis- 
iting all  parts  of  the  United  States  in  the  interest  of  the  paper.  While  at  New 
Orleans  he  accidentally  sbpped  from  a  gang  plank  and  the  injuries  which  he  sus- 
tained resulted  in  his  death  in  1863.  His  widow  survived  him  for  many  years,  pass- 
ing away  at  Mount  Vernon.  New  York,  in  August,  190;). 

Judge  Halm  was  reared  and  educated  in  New  York  city,  in  Elmira,  New  York, 
and  in  Blossburg,  Peniisylv.iiiia.  th(  last  named  town  being  just  across  the  boun- 
dary line  from  New  York.  His  time  was  passed  in  the  three  places  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  fifteen  years.  His  nicitli.  r  !i.i(l  married  again  about  1865,  and  in  1877 
the  family  removed  to  Hoonc  ediinty.  N'l)raska,  where  his  stepfather  home- 
steaded  a  quarter  section  of  ])rairie  land  and  also  secured  an  eighty-acre  timber 
claim.  Judge  Halm  remained  with  his  motlier  and  stepfather  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  going  to  Columbus,  Ne- 
braska, wh.erc  he  was  employed  in  a  grocery  store  as  clerk  for  two  years.  He  then 
entered  into  partnership  witli  C.  G.  Hiekok  and  Julias  Rasmussen,  and  in  addition 
to  condueting  a  groerry  business  at  Columbus  tliey  established  a  store  at  Platte 
Center,  condueting  bolli  ])laees  tor  three  years.  On  tlie  .xi.iration  of  that  period 
they  sold  nut  to  C.  C.  Carrig,  with  whom  Judge  Halm  remained  for  six  years  or 
until  Se|)tenil)er.  189.'),  M'hen  he  removed  to  Humiiliny  to  work  in  a  general  store. 
There  Ik  n  uiained  for  seven  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Columbus  and  was 
employed  in  a  dry  goods  store  for  five  years.  He  then  again  came  to  Humphrey 
and  accepted  a  position  in  the  general  store  of  McKillip  &  Ewing,  with  whom  he    ■ 
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continued  for  three  years,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  fire  insurance  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  since  been  engaged.  In  1911  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  of  Hum|jhrey  and  has  since  occupied  the  position,  with  office  in  the  city  hall. 
He  has  made  a  most  creditable  record,  bis  decisions  being  strictly  fair  and  impar- 
tial, based  upon  the  law  and  the  equity  in  the  case.  At  the  same  time  be  is  suc- 
cessfully conducting  an  insurance  agency,  handling  life,  accident  and  fire  insurance 
and  writing  many  policies  annually. 

Judge  Halm  has  been  married  twice.  In  January,  1882,  he  wedded  Miss  Jen- 
nie Johnson,  a  daughter  of  John  Johnson,  who  was  a  native  of  Sweden,  To  them 
was  born  a  son,  Eugene  W.,  who  is  now  thirty-one  years  of  age  and  acts  as  adver- 
tising manager  for  the  Bankers  Realty  Investment  Company  of  Omaha,  The  wife 
and  mother  passed  away  in  1889  and  in  1893  Judge  Halm  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Ada  Todd  Farrell,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Almond) 
Todd,  natives  of  England.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day 
and  tlir  fatlit  r  worked  at  the  machinist's  trade  in  Illinois  during  the  remainder 
of  his  lite.  Aftrr  his  death  Mrs.  Todd  became  the  wife  of  Mathew  Farrell,  a  pioneer 
agriculturist  of  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  who  took  up  a  homestead  claim  here 
in  the  late  '60s,  He  is  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  since  putting  aside 
the  active  work  of  the  fields,  in  1905,  has  resided  at  the  Soldiers  Home  at  Grand 
Island.  His  wife  passed  away  in  the  year  1907.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Halm  have  a 
daughter,  Burdetta  M.,  who  is  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  is  engaged  in  teaching 
school. 

Judge  Halm  is  a  Catholic  in  religious  belief  and  is  identified  with  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  and  with  the  Modern  ^\'(lo(lIllen  of  America.  In  community  affairs 
he  has  taken  a  deep  and  lul|)ful  intc nsl.  has  served  on  the  school  board  and  when 
a  resident  of  Platte  Center  was  a  member  of  the  town  council  and  also  mayor  of 
the  town,  largely  furthering  its  interests  bv  his  public-spirited  devotion  to  the  gen- 
eral good.  He  now  owns  two  fine  residences  in  Humphrey,  one  of  which  he  rents, 
occupying  the  other,  which  he  and  his  wife  have  made  a  most  hospitable  home, 
its  doors  being  ever  open  for  the  cordial  reception  of  their  many  friends. 


COLUMBUS  CLUB  HOUSE. 

The  Columbus  Club  House  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  business  interests 
of  the  county  seat  of  Platte  county.  It  is  owned  by  the  firm  of  Whitcomb  &  Ells- 
worth and  is  the  only  undertaking  of  that  ehara^-ter  in  the  city.  It  furnishes  a  place 
of  clean  amusement  and  is  sph  ndidly  ,-.|.ii|.iir,l  lor  llir  |Mirpose  for  which  it  is 
intended.  There  are  three  bowling  .ill.ys  d'  lli,  flm  si  maple  and  they  were  used 
in  the  national  tournament  at  I'.dria.  Illinois,  held  in  March.  J915.  The  alleys  are 
equipped  with  the  lat<  st  i)iii-M  lliii--  devices  and  all  around  the  room  is  a  large  b.d- 
cony  for  the  comfort  and  pi.  asur,-  of  those  who  desire  to  w.iteh  Ihr  gam.-  lail  do 
not  care  for  the  moment  to  participate  therein.  The  alleys  are  liberally  jjatrouized 
by  gentlemen  and  ladies.  In  fact  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  firm  to  maintain  an 
amusement  house  that  the  people  of  highest  standing  will  attend.  There  are  three 
pocket  billiard  tables  on  the  first  floor  and  a  liberal  patronage  is  also  accorded  in 
th.it  department.     In  addition  to  the  billiard  tables  on  the  first  floor  there  is  also  one 
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in  the  rear  of  the  balcony  which  is  alwa_ys  in  use.  The  club  house  also  maintains 
one  of  the  finest  equipped  cigar  and  tobacco  stores  in  Nebraska  and  their  soda  foun- 
tain can  scarcely  be  surpassed.  Both  proprietors  are  very  considerate  of  the  wishes 
of  their  patrons,  doing  everything  to  further  their  comfort  and  pleasure,  and  there 
is  no  convenience  lacking  that  is  usually  found  in  an  establishment  of  the  kind. 
In  a  word,  the  Columbus  Club  House  is  an  establishment  worthy  of  and  receiving 
the  patronage  of  the  best  and  the  city  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  well  conducted 
and  ordered  business  carried  on  by  the  firm  of  Whitcomb  &  Ellsworth. 


P.  H.  L.  MEYER. 


P.  H.  L.  Meyer  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  splendidly  improved  properties  of 
Humphrey  township,  his  home  farm  being  on  section  35.  He  there  has  a  fine 
modern  residence,  while  other  equipments  and  accessories  of  the  model  farm  add 
to  the  attractive  appearance  of  his  place.  He  has  gained  prominence  as  a  breeder 
and  raiser  of  registered  stock,  his  name  in  this  connection  being  known  throughout 
western  Nebraska.  Germany  has  furnished  a  large  percentage  of  citizens  to  Platte 
county  and  among  this  number  is  Mr.  Meyer,  who  was  born  near  Hamburg  on  the 
25th  of  April,  1867.  His  father.  Henry  Meyer,  was  also  a  native  of  that  place. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  was  left  a  large  fortune  by  his  father,  who  was 
witli  Napoleon  in  his  march  against  Russia.  Henry  Meyer  became  a  very  exten- 
sive  landowner  and  attained   large  riches  in  the   old   country. 

P.  H.  L.  Meyer  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  fatherland  and  in 
1885,  when  a  young  man  of  eighteen  years,  crossed  the  briny  deep  to  the  new  world, 
settling  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandising.  While 
living  at  Creston  and  at  Humphrey  he  visited  every  family  in  this  part  of  the 
state,  selling  to  them  all  kinds  of  merchandise,  and  he  still  has  the  covered  wagon 
from  which  he  disposed  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods.  His  busi- 
ness affairs  were  most  carefully  and  wisely  conducted,  hence  his  success.  In  1902 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well  improved  land  on  section  35, 
Humphrey  township,  and  removed  to  that  farm,  upon  which  he  has  since  resided. 
He  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising  until  1914,  when  he  retired  from 
active  farm  work  and  rents  out  his  land,  while  at  the  ])reseiit  time  he  is  engaged 
in  the  piano  and  sewing  machine  business  as  a  retail  ilr.ilir.  In  1915  he  built  a 
new  residence  upon  his  farm  and  has  also  erected  a  larf^e  cattle  and  horse  barn. 
In  addition  he  has  built  a  hennery  eighty  feet  long  and  is  raising  pure  blood  Rock 
Island  Reds,  his  chickens  being  famous  throughout  this  part  of  the  state.  He  also 
breeds  pure  blooded  Duroc  Jersey  hogs,  keeping  registered  stock  and  selling  for 
breeding  jjurposes  all  through  this  part  of  Nebraska.  He  began  breeding  pure- 
blood  hogs  in  1907  and  success  has  attended  his  efforts  in  large  measure. 

In  February,  1892,  Mr.  Meyer  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  !Miss  Mary  Westmeyer. 
who  came  to  this  country  from  Germany,  her  native  land,  when  a  little  maiden 
of  eight  years.  To  them  have  been  born  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  still  survive, 
as  follows:  Ernest,  who  follows  farming  in  Humphrey  township;  Ida;  Hilda; 
Regina;  Dora;  Elmer;  Allen;  Raymond;  and  Louis. 

In   his   political   views    Mr.   Meyer  was    for   many   years    a    stalwart   republican 
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but  is  now  independent.  He  and  his  wife  and  children  are  members  of  the  G( 
man  Lutheran  church.  He  thinks  out  along  independent  lines  and  is  a  progress! 
man  in  thought.  |)uri)osf  and  action.  Indefatigable  industry  has  ever  been  o 
of  his  salient  ciiaracteristics  and  uixui  it  he  has  buildcd  his  success,  becoming  o 
of  the  prosjurous  residents  of  liis  part  of  the  state. 


ADAM    HYDO. 


When  sixteen  years  of  age  Adam.  Hydo  came  alone  to  the  new  world  and  has 
since  been  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  resources,  so  that  whatever  success  he 
lias  achieved  and  enjoyed  is  the  merited  reward  of  persistent,  earnest  effort.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  manager  of  the  Omaha  Elevator  Company  at  Tarnov.  He 
was  born  in  Austria  in  December,  1891,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Anna  (Fida) 
Hydo,  who  were  natives  of  that  country,  where  the  father  was  a  hotel  proprietor. 
He  never  came  to  the  new  world  but  passed  away  in  Austria  in  1912,  while  his 
wife's  death  occurred  there  in  1911. 

Adam  Hydo  attended  school  in  his  native  country  and  in  1907  bade  adieu  to 
friends  and  family  and  sailed  for  the  United  States,  being  then  a  youth  of  sixteen 
years.  He  settled  first  at  South  Omaha,  where  he  worked  on  a  Polish  weekly 
paper,  and  later  he  removed  to  Fullerton,  Nebraska,  securing  employment  in  that 
locality  as  a  farm  hand.  He  was  afterward  employed  in  different  stores  for  five 
years  and  on  the  28th  of  December,  1914,  he  came  to  Tarnov,  where  he  accepted 
the  position  as  manager  of  the  Omaha  Elevator  Company  of  Omaha,  having 
charge  of  their  business  at  this  place.  He  buys  grain  and  is  developing  a  good 
business  at  this  point. 

Mr.  Hydo  holds  membership  in  the  Catholic  church  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Polish  Roman  Catholic  Union  of  America.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles,  while  his  political  support  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  He  has 
worked  earnestly  to  advance  along  business  lines  and  already  has  attained  a  credit- 
able position  for  one  of  his  years. 


ALBERT  F.  PLAGEMANN. 

Albert  F.  Plagemann  has  since  the  fall  of  1908  been  identified  with  the  German 
National  Bank  of  Columbus,  its  stockholders  representing  some  of  the  best  known 
and  wealthiest  citizens  of  Platte  county  and,  since  April,  1909,  he  has  served  as 
cashier  of  this  financial  institution.  Mr.  Plagemann  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Polk 
county,  Nebraska,  November  26,  1871,  and  is  a  son  of  Frederich  and  Augusta 
(Schnlz)  Plagemann,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father,  who 
was  born  in  Mecklenberg  in  1813,  engaged  in  milling  in  the  fatherland.  He  was 
there  married  and  about  186i  emigrated  with  his  family  to  the  new  world.  He 
took  up  a  homestead  claim  in  Polk  county,  Nebraska,  and  was  identified  with 
agricultural  interests  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  that  county  in 
1878,  when  he  was   about  sixty-five  years  of  age.     The  mother  survived   for  more 
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than  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  passed  away  in  Columbus  in   1905,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years. 

Albert  F.  Plagemann  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Polk  county  and  at  the 
usual  age  entered  the  country  schools  there.  Subsequently  he  pursued  his  studies 
for  one  winter  in  the  public  schools  of  Columbus.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  became 
a  clerk  in  a  hardware  establislniunt  of  this  city,  there  remaining  two  years.  He 
then  spent  eight  months  in  a  commercial  college  in  Omaha,  where  he  pursued  a 
business  course.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Kansas  and  for  two  years  was  employed 
at  farm  labor.  In  November,  1897,  he  once  more  returned  to  Columbus  and  became 
collection  clerk  for  the  Columbus  State  Bank,  remaining  in  that  capacity  for  twenty- 
six  months.  He  next  entered  the  employ  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  tliis  city 
as  bookkeeper,  being  thus  engaged  eight  years.,  and  in  Septenilicr,  1908,  he  was 
mployed   by  the  German   National   Bank  in   a   similar   capacity.      His   ability   ^ 


soon  recognized  and  in  January,  1909.  he  was  made  assistant  cashier,  wi 

liilc  in  April 

following  he  was  made  cashier  and  has  since  filled  this  important   and 

1  responsible 

position.     His  career  has  been  a   constant  progression.     From  tlu^   tini 

e  of   his   en- 

trance  into  business  circles  he  was  keenly  alive  to  the  interests  of  hii 

i  employers, 

at  the  same  time  safeguarding  his  own,  and  this  is  the  key  which  always 

i  unlocks  the 

door  to  promotion.     Mr.  Plagemann  is  also  a  director  in  the  Home  S 

avings  Bank 

of  Columbus. 

It  was  on  the  16th  of  December,  1908,  that  the  marriage  of  Mr.  PL- 

igemann  and 

iNIiss  :Mary  A.  Schneider  occurred.     She  is  a  daughter  of  August  Schn( 

:ider  and  by 

her  marriage  has  become  the  motlier  of  one  daughter,  Martlia  Augusta 

Rosetta. 

Mr.  Plagemann  is  a  democrat,  while  in  religious  faith  he  is  a  I.uth- 
nevcr  been  active  in  public  affairs,  and  the  only  office  he  has  held 

umbir  of  tlie  school  board.     His  life  has  ever  been  characterized  by 

■KV.  ]iiomptness  and  courteous  treatment  of  customers.  Quiet  and 
niaiiiiLr.  he  has  raised  himself  to  a  prominent  position  with  one  of 

nancial  institutions  in  Platte  county. 


WILLIAM  KLUG. 

All  of  the  substantial  improvements  which  are  seen  upon  the  farm  of  William 
Klug  on  section  25,  Bismark  township,  are  the  work  of  his  hands  and  he  is  ac- 
counted one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  agriculturists  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives.  Nebraska  numbers  him  among  her  native  sons,  liis  birth  having 
occurred  in  Colfax  county,  August  4,  1873.  His  father,  John  Klug,  whose  name 
indicates  his  German  nativity,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie  Gisen,  a  native 
of  Switzerland.  They  came  to  America  in  or  about  1868,  arriving  on  the  3d  of 
July,  and  in  that  year  John  Klug  homesteaded  in  Colfax  county,  Nebraska.  Not 
a  furrow  had  been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made  upon  his  place,  but  with  char- 
acteristic energy  he  began  its  development  and  in  course  of  time  converted  it  into 
productive  fields.  Both  he  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  the  same  year,  1913,  the 
former  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  and  the  latter  when  fifty-eight  years  of  age. 

William  Klug  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  the  usual  experiences  of  the 
farm  boy  were  his,  his  time  being  spent  in  the  enjoyment  of  youthful  pleasures,  in 
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the  work  of  the  fields  and  in  the  duties  of  the  sclioolroom.  His  training  brought 
to  him  a  knowledge  of  the  value  of  industry,  economy  and  perseverance,  and  the 
lessons  which  he  thus  early  learned  have  proven  of  value  to  him  in  his  later  years. 
He  has  always  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  25,  Bismark  township,  constituting  a  good  farm 
property.     The  improvements  thereon,  all  made  by  himself,  stand  as  a  monument  to 


his  thrift,  industry  and  progressive  spirit.     He 

carries  on 

gener: 

al  f 

arming. 

produc- 

ing  good   crops,   and   liis    I.- 

iliors    .ire   being  attended   with 

substf 

mti; 

ll     SUCC( 

■ss.      He 

also  owns  other  land,  inrlm 

-iinu  on,-  hundred  an 

d  twenty  a 

icres  i; 

body  ii 

1  Colfax 

county  and  two  or  three  sni 

all.r  tracts. 

In  1899  Mr.  Klug  was 

married  to  ]\Iiss  Anna  Schutte, 

who 

born   ii 

!i  Colfax 

county,  a  daughter  of  Hem 

•y  and  Gesine  Losek 

e.     Her  father  is 

III. 

w    ,l,vr; 

,s,,l.  but 

her  mother  resides  in  Colu 

mbus.     Mr.  and  Mr: 

s.   Klug  ha 

ve  bee 

.un- 

paivni 

Is    of    six 

children:  Ewald,  Louis,  Laura,  Esther,  Alvina  and  Raymond.  In  politics  Mr. 
Klug  is  independent,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  and  the  re- 
quirements of  the  situation.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  and 
believes  in  the  emploj-ment  of  good  teachers  and  the  maintenance  of  schools  which 
shall  be  of  practical  value  in  training  the  young  for  the  duties  of  life.  He  has 
also  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  in  which 
lie  holds  membership,  and  his  life  is  guided  by  the  teachings  of  that  organization. 


JOSEPH   BROCKHAUS. 


Among  the  active,  energetic  farmers 
Brockhaus,  who  is  living  on  section  31. 
fifteen  years,  his  birth  having  occurred 
being  G.  H.  and  Annie  G.  (Summers) 
schools  of  his  native  state  and  there 
remaining  in  Wisconsin  until  1876,  whe 
Nebraska.  He  has  always  remained  w 
pendently  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  yef 
which 'he  has  since  cultivated,  his  fathe 


in  thi' 
.  r.lir: 


,a  .Joseph 
1  vouth  of 


to  him  at  that  tin 

none  of  the 

tury.     He  has  added  to  his 


Brockhaus.  He  began  his  education  in  t 
had  the  usual  training  of  the  farm  la 
1  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Platte  count 
th  his  parents  but  started  in  business  ind 
rs,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  home  pla( 
r  turning  over  two  hundred  and   forty  acr 


twenty  acres  adjoining,  so  that  hi 
sixty  acres  situated  on  section  31,  Huii 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  ,'!. 
and  which  he  rents.  His  work  has  In  i 
results  of  his  carefully  and  intclligentlx 
has  crowned  his  efforts,  his  five  hur.drc 
evidence  of  a  life  of  well  directed  em 
the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Hup 
On  the  16th  of  February,  1886,  M 
Josephine  Fangmann,  who  was  born  in 


iplendidlj"^  developed  farm  on  which  are  lacking 
provements  of  the  model  farm  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
iginal  holdings  by  the  purchase  of  one  hundred  and 


^(■(llnit  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
nplir,  y  township.     He  afterward  bought  two 

!  luiniiiin  y  township,  which  is  also  improved 
■n  civri.d  on  along  systematic  lines,  and  the 
-  .Iir,  <t.  ,1   lain,,-  are  seen  in  the  success  which 

.1  and  .  mhl.v  acres  of  land  being  the  visible 
i-v  an, I  III, all.  II, ■  is  also  a  .stockholder  in 
aplirry  .an,!  .,1  Hi,'  I'.inn.Ts  State  Bank  there. 
r.  lir.ukli  ;'.s  \^,,s  jnnMil  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Kentucky,  .lune  7.  1&(kS.  a  daughter  of  Anton 
,es  of  Gcrmanv.     Thev  came  to  America  at 
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an  early  day  and  located  in  Kentucky.  The  fatlier  was  a  cigar  maker  by  trade  and 
became  the  owner  of  a  cigar  factory  and  store  in  Kentucky,  where  he  resided  until 
he  removed  to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Omaha,  where  he  engaged  in  the  same  busi- 
ness. He  afterward  came  to  Platte  county  and  purchased  land,  which  he  cultivated 
for  several  years  and  then  retired,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Humphrey,  where 
he  has  since  resided,  being  now  eighty-five  years  of  age.  His  wife  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1913,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Brockhaus, 
passed  away  March  18,  1909,  after  an  illness  of  only  four  days,  her  death  being 
a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  her  many  friends  as  well  as  to  her  relatives  and  imme- 
diate family.  She  had  become  the  mother  of  nine  children:  Mary,  the  wife  of  John 
Wemhoff,  a  resident  farmer  of  Idaho ;  Annie,  the  wife  of  August  Weiser,  who  fol- 
lows farming  in  Humphrey  township;  Gertrude,  the  wife  of  Edward  Weiser,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Grand  Prairie  township;  and  Lizzie,  Katie,  Johanna,  Frank, 
Ferdinand  and  Theresia,  all  at  home. 

The  Catholic  church  claims  the  allegiance  of  Mr.  Brockhaus,  who  has  been  a 
lifelong  member  thereof.  He  gives  his  political  support  to  the  democratic  party 
but  aside  from  casting  his  ballot  in  defense  of  its  principles  is  not  an  active  politi- 
cian, for  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office  as  a  reward  for  party  fealty.  On  the 
contrary,  he  prefers  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs  and,  work- 
ing persistently  along  tile  lines  of  modern  farming,  he  has  become  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  and  progressive  agriculturists  of  his  part  of  the  county. 


FRANK  H.  MORROW,  B.  S.,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Frank  H.  Morrow  is  an  able  and  successful  representative  of  the  medical 
profession  in  Columbus,  where  he  has  practiced  continuously  for  the  past  seven 
years,  specializing  in  surgery.  His  birth  occurred  in  Turin,  New  York,  on  the 
5th  of  February,  1880,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Mary  (McDonald)  Morrow. 
The  father,  born  in  County  Sligo,  Ireland,  in  1839,  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
with  his  mother  in  boyhood  and  was  married  in  the  Empire  state.  In  1881  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Holt  county,  Nebraska,  and  in  1905  took  up  his  abode 
in  Scotts  Bluff  county,  this  state,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

Frank  H.  Morrow  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  country  schools  of  Holt 
county,  Nebraska,  afterward  pursued  a  high-school  course  in  Atkinson  and  subse- 
quently entered  the  University  of  Nebraska  at  Lincoln,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1906.  He  prepared  for  a 
professional  career  in  the  medical  department  of  the  same  institution,  winning  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  1908.  He  then  opened  an  office  in  Columbus  and  has  here  re- 
mained during  the  intervening  years,  specializing  in  surgery  and  being  accorded  an 
extensive  and  gratifying  practice  in  recognition  of  his  superior  skill.  That  he  keeps 
in  close  touch  with  the  work  and  progress  of  his  profession  is  indicated  in  his  mem- 
bership in  the  Columbus  City  Medical  Society,  the  Platte  County  Medical  Society, 
the  Nebraska  State  Medical  Association  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1914,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Dr.  Morrow  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Marie  Catharine  Rusche,  a  daughter  of  F.  H.  Rusehe.  He 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy  and  fraternally  is  identified  with  the 
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Royal  Highlander?,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus, the  Catholic  Knights  of  America  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
He  is  also  a  devout  communicant  of  the  Catholic  church.  Both  the  Doctor  and  his 
wife  are  well  known  in  social  circles  of  Columbus  and  have  a  host  of  warm  friends. 


JACOB   OLK. 


Jacob  01k  is  proprietor  of  the  only  hardware  and  implement  store  at  Cornlea 
and  is  condu<t:ng  a  gratifying  and  growing  business.  He  was  born  in  Germany, 
October  1'2,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Nicholas  and  Angella  01k,  who  were  also  natives 
of  that  country.  The  mother  died  there  thirty-five  years  ago,  but  the  father  is  still 
living  in  Germany  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Jacob  Oik  remained  at  home  until,  according  to  the  laws  of  his  native  land, 
he  joined  the  army,  serving  for  two  years.  On  coming  to  America  in  1884  he 
settled  in  Carroll,  Iowa,  and  for  a  year  thereafter  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand 
by  the  month.  He  next  removed  to  Earling,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  at  farm  labor 
for  two  years  and  then  went  to  Council  Bluffs,  spending  a  year  as  a  farm  hand 
near  that  city.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  entered  the  shops  of  the  John 
Dersk  Manufacturing  Company,  in  which  he  continued  for  two  years,  after  which 
he  came  to  Nebraska,  settling  at  Pilger,  where  he  established  a  blacksmith  shop, 
which  he  conducted  for  fifteen  years,  gaining  a  liberal  patronage,  so  that  his  busi- 
ness yielded  him  a  fair  profit.  In  1901  he  removed  to  Cornlea,  where  he  now  makes 
his  home,  and  in  that  year  he  opened  a  hardware  and  implement  store,  which  he 
has  since  conducted,  covering  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  He  has  built  up  a  large 
trade,  for  his  is  the  only  store  of  the  kind  in  the  town  and  in  addition  to  shelf  and 
heavy  hardware  he  carries  a  general  line  of  farm  implements  and  is  ready  to  meet 
any  demands  in  his  line.  He  is  obliging  and  ever  courteous  to  his  patrons  and  his 
carefully  directed  interests  are  bringing  to  him  substantial  success. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1889,  Mr.  Oik  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lydia 
Rustermyer,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Charlotte  (Swebach)  Rustermyer,  who  were 
natives  of  Holstein,  Germany.  The  father  was  an  agriculturist  by  occupation  and 
on  emigrating  to  the  United  States  located  first  in  Wisconsin,  while  subsequently 
he  took  up  his  abode  in  Staunton  county,  Nebraska,  where  both  he  and  his  wife 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  John  Rustermyer  passed  away  on  the  31st  of 
July,  1907,  having  for  a  number  of  years  survived  his  wife,  who  died  in  August, 
1898. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oik  have  been  born  nine  children,  as  follows:  MoUie,  who 
was  born  March  29,  1892,  and  is  the  wife  of  George  A.  Wittier,  a  retail  liquor 
dealer  of  Cornlea,  by  whom  she  has  two  children.  Jay  and  Sedona;  William,  who 
was  born  October  26,  1893,  and  is  the  assistant  cashier  of  the  Cornlea  State  Bank; 
Otto,  who  was  born  May  1,  1895,  and  clerks  in  his  father's  store;  Ella,  whose  birth 
occurred  July  12,  1896,  and  who  is  employed  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Albert  Pilger 
at  Pilger,  Nebraska;  Emma,  whose  natal  day  was  January  16,  1899;  Anita,  whose 
birth  occurred  April  11,  1902;  Leo,born  August  4,  1903;  Ivan,  born  November  21, 
1906;  and  Angella,  whose  birth  occurred  July  18.  1908.  and  who  died  in  infancy. 
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On  becoming  an  American  citizen  Mr.  Oik  indorsed  the  principles  of  the  repub- 
lican partj'j  of  ^dlich  he  has  since  been  an  earnest  advocate.  He  is  now  serving  as 
a  member  of  the  town  board  and  of  the  school  board  of  Cornlea  and  is  interested 
in  every  plan  and  measure  for  the  general  good,  cooperating  in  many  projects 
vehich  luive  greatly  benefited  the  community.  He  and  his  family  are  communi- 
caiils  ni  tl„  (■  itli.dic  iliurch.  -'\Ir.  01k  is  a  self-made  man  and  deserves  much  credit 
Icir  wliit  Ik  lias  aceiiinplisli<d.  He  now  owns  a  section  of  good  land  in  Cheyenne 
comity.  X(  lu-iska.  and  its  rental  brings  him  a  gratifying  financial  return.  He  de- 
\(it.  ^  tlir  III  ijdi-  part  of  his  attention,  however,  to  his  hardware  and  implement  busi- 
nrss  and  is  aoiiiuntcd  one  of  the  progressive  merchants  of  the  county  and  one  of 
the  must  highly  respected  citizens  of  Cornlea. 


HENRY  BEHLE. 

Henry  Behle,  carrying  on  general  farming  on  section  26,  Shell  Creek  township, 
has  been  a  resident  of  Platte  county  for  forty  years  and  is  therefore  entitled  to 
mention  with  its  pioneer  settlers — the  men  who  have  laid  broad  and  deep  the  foun- 
dation upon  which  has  been  built  the  present  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  county. 
A  native  of  Germany,  he  was  born  in  Waldeck,  January  7,  1850,  a  son  of  John 
and  iMary  (Rohmer)  Behle,  who  were  also  natives  of  Waldeck,  where  the  father 
became  the  owner  of  a  farm  and  spent  his  entire  life,  giving  his  attention  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  an  active  worker  in  and  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  his  life  was  guided  by  its  teachings.  He  died  in  1880,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years,  having  for  two  years  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  at 
the  age   of  sixty-five. 

Henry  Behle  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  seven  children.  He 
left  home  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  after  having  attended  the  schools  of  Germany, 
and,  crossing  the  Atlantic,  became  a  resident  of  Decatur,  Illinois.  He  soon  secured 
work  in  that  locality  -is  a  farm  hand  and  was  thus  employed  until  1875,  Wlien  he 
came  tn  Xelira^ka  at  tlie  nirr  of  twenty-five  years.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  iden- 
tiliril  wilh  aiiiicultnral  ]iursuits  in  Platte  county.  His  first  purchase  of  land  made 
him  til.  (i«  lu  1-  (it  an  .  ii^lity  acre  tract,  for  which  he  paid  ten  dollars  per  acre.  The 
impruvements  upon  it  consisted  of  a  sod  house  and  sod  barn,  but  with  characteristic 
energy  he  began  to  till  and  develop  the  fields  and  soon  the  eighty  acre  tract  was  con- 
verted into  a  ]iroductive  farm,  bringing  forth  good  crops  .annually.  As  he  found 
ready  sale  for  his  crops  he  was  able  to  add  to  his  holdings  from  time  to  time  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres  of  rich  land  in  Shell  Creek  township,  in 
the  midst  of  which  stands  a  nice  country  residence,  large  barns  and  other  equip- 
ment of  a  model  farm.  Mr.  Behle  is  still  active  in  business  and  may  well  be  num- 
bered among  the  representative  farmers  of  the  district.  He  has  always  raised  a 
good  grade  of  stock  and  feeds  and  ships  cattle  and  hogs.  When  he  first  took  up 
his  abode  in  Shell  Creek  township  there  was  only  one  house  between  his  home,  on 
section  26.  ,ind  Cnhmilnis.  All  was  open  prairie  and  the  conditions  of  pioneer  life 
had  to  be  nut.  While  Mr.  Behle  is  now  a  prosperous  farmer  not  all  days  in  his 
career  have  been  equally  bright.  In  fact,  during  the  early  part  of  his  residence 
here  he  had  trouble  in  getting  started.     There  were  droughts  and  grasshoppers  in 
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addition  to  the  usual  liardships  of  frontier  life,  but  he  had  courage  and  perseverance 
and  liis  close  application  and  uiifalterino-  ,nero;y  l.rousi-ht  him  success  in  due  lime. 

Mr.  Behh;  m:,s  unilrd  in  ni;,rri;.,L;v  lo  Miss  Ain.lia  Babbler,  who  was  born  in 
Beardstown,  lll,n„is.  .-,  dumlil.r  ,,i  All,,.  IJal.M.  r,  a  native  of  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany.  Tlic  latlu  r  was  a  farmer  by  ucciipaLiou  and  on  coming  to  the  new  world 
settled  in  Cook  county,  Illinois,  where  he  resided  upon  a  farm  until  his  death. 
He  licld  meml.trsliip  in  the  German  Methodist  church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Behle 
have  been  born  eight  children:  Louise,  who  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Wille,  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  Xora,  the  wife  of  Henry  Claussen,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Iowa;  Adam,  living  upon  the  home  farm;  and  Henry,  Amelia,  Olive,  Gretchen  and 
Erick,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Behle  belongs  to  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  assisted  in  organizing 
the  German  Lutheran  jjarocliial  school.  He  has  served  as  moderator  in  his  church 
and  is  interested  in  all  that  furthers  its  welfare  and  extends  its  influence.  In  a 
word,  he  has  contributed  to  the  moral  progress  of  the  community  as  well  as  to  it.s 
agricultural  development  and  his  aid  and  iuHuenee  are  always  to  be  counted  upon 
to  further  the  cause  of  right,  justice,  improvement  and  progress. 


WILLIAM  HAFERLAND. 

During  the  years  in  which  he  was  actively  engaged  in  farming  William  Hafer- 
land,  of  Humphrey,  won  a  comfortable  competence  that  now  enables  him  to  live 
retired.  His  name  indicates  his  German  lineage.  He  was  born  in  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, on  the  25th  of  July,  1840,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Annie  (Gannan)  Haferland, 
who  were  also  natives  of  that  country,  where  the  father  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming,  spending  his  entire  life  there.  He  died  in  1874,  while  his  wife,  who 
survived  for  fourteen  years,  passed  away  in  1888. 

The  public  schools  of  Hanover  afforded  William  Haferland  his  -educational 
opportunities.  He  remained  with  his  parents  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  then 
started  out  to  earn  his  own  living  by  working  on  a  farm,  being  employed  in  that 
manner  until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  father- 
land and  sailed  for  the  new  world,  believing  that  he  might  have  better  opportuni- 
ties on  this  side  the  Atlantic.  He  made  his  way  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  was 
employed  in  a  packing  house  there  for  twelve  years,  after  wliich  he  removed  to 
Carroll  county,  Iowa,  and  invested  the  capital  that  he  had  gained  throngli  iiis 
industry  and  economy  in  a  farm.  This  lie  operated  with  contniued  success  until 
1899,  when  he  sold  thai  ))i-n]n  rty  and  made  his  way  to  Humphrey,  Soon  after- 
ward he  completed  arrani:'  uit  nis  whereby  he  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  in  Hum- 
phrey township,  and  iuuiucliati  ly  luiran  its  further  development  and  improvement, 
converting  it  into  a  very  produelive  tr.-iet  of  land  wliich  he  continued  to  operate 
until  190a,  when  he  retired  and  took  uj)  liis  abode  in  Hiiniplirey.  piireliasiiiu-  a  nice 
home  that  he  has  since  occupied.  He  is  now  a  stockholder  in  tlie  I'.iniiers  Eleva- 
tor Company  but  otherwise  has  no  business  connections. 

In  June,  1869,  Mr.  Haferl.and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline  Boiling, 
a  daughter  of  Lucas  and  Elizabeth  Boiling,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ger- 
many."^   To   Mr.   and  Mrs.   Haferland  have  been   born   eleven  children,  as   follows: 
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Henry,  who  passed  away  on  the  13th  of  December,  1914';  Annie,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Anton  Hoffman  and  resides  in  Carroll  county,  Iowa;  Lizzie,  who  is  the  widow 
of  Frank  Rinard  and  makes  her  home  in  Humphrey ;  Frank,  a  resident  of  Gran- 
ville township,  tills  county;  William,  who  operates  his  father's  farm  in  Humphrey 
township :  Kate,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Charles  Maximan  and  makes 
her  home  in  Colorado;  Caroline,  who  is  a  Catholic  sister  at  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin; 
Mary,  who  is  the  wiie  of  Peter  Shoemaker,  of  Granville  township,  Platte  county; 
and  Katie,  Louis  and  George,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  jNIrs.  Haferland  belong  to  the  Catholic  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  demo- 
crat and  while  living  in  Carroll  county  served  as  road  supervisor,  but  he  has  never 
sought  or  desired  public  office,  preferring  always  to  concentrate  his  time  and  ener- 
gies upon  his  business  affairs,  in  which  he  has  met  with  growing  and  well  merited 
success,  bringing  him  at  length  to  a  financial  position  that  enables  liim  to  live  re- 
tired and  yet  enjoy  many  of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life. 


DIEDRICH  HARMS. 


The  productive  soil  of  Platte  county  has  yielded  rich  rewards  to  those  who 
had  the  courage  to  begin  its  development  in  pioneer"  times  and  who  with  the  passing 
years  continued  the  work  of  cultivating  the  fields.  Many  of  the  farmers  have  won 
prosperity  in  considerable  measure  and  are  now  able  to  rest  from  further  labor. 
Among  these  is  Diedrich  Harms,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Coliunbus.  His 
life  record  had  its  beginning  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1853, 
his  parents  being  Gerhard  and  Elina  (Behrens)  Harms.  The  father  was  born  in 
1820  and  was  a  farmer  and  sheep  rancher  of  his  native  country.  He  served  as 
an  infantryman  in  1848  and  was  decorated  with  a  medal  by  the  Kaiser  for  his 
gallantry  at  Duppel  in  the  war  with  Denmark.  His  entire  life  was  passed  in 
Germany,  his  death  occurring  when  he  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
one  years  and  six  months.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1823,  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy. 

Diedrich  Harms  attended  school  in  Germany  and  there  worked  upon  a  farm 
until  he  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  wife  and  one  child,  establishing  his 
home  in  Columbus  in  1884.  They  left  their  elder  son  in  Germany  with  his 
paternal  grandfather  that  he  might  attend  school  there.  In  1885  the  family 
removed  to  Bismark  township  and  in  the  year  1892  !Mr.  Harms  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Joliet  township,  for  which  he  paid  thirty-two 
hundred  dollars.  In  the  meantime  he  had  returned  to  Germany  in  1887  and  brought 
his  son  back  with  him  to  the  United  States.  The  family  home  was  maintained  in 
Joliet  township  for  a  time  but  afterward  he  sold  that  property  and  purchased  other 
lands,  carrying  on  farming  in  connection  with  his  sons  in  Lost  Creek  and  Burrows 
townships,  where  they  had  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Their  labors  resulted 
in  bringing  the  fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  rich  crops  being  annually 
gathered.  They  also  raised  shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland  China  hogs  and  also  fed 
both  cattle  and  hogs  for  the  market.  Business  affairs  were  carefully  and  syste- 
matically managed  and  the  farm  work  was  conducted  along  practical  and  progres- 
sive  lines,   resulting   in   the   attainment  of   substantial   success.      In   addition   to  bin 
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farming  interests  Diedrich  Harms  became  a  stockholder  of  the  Platte  County  State 
Bank  at  Platte  Center  and  is  still  serving  as  one  of  its  directors. 

In  1875  iMr.  Harms  wedded  Miss  Helena  Rippen,  a  native  of  Oldenburg,  Ger- 
many, and  a  daughter  of  Gerhard  and  Mary  Rippen.  Her  father,  who  was  the 
owner  of  a  small  sheep  ranch,  was  born  in  1819  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years.  Her  mother  was  born  in  1821.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harms  became  parents  of 
two  sons.  Gerhard  is  married  and  resides  on  the  farm  in  Lost  Creek  township. 
Diedrich  is  still  with   his  parents. 

In  March,  1911,  Mr.  Harms  was  called  back  to  his  native  town  on  account  of 
his  father's  death.  He  made  the  trip  of  three  thousand  and  eighty  miles  on  the 
George  Washington  of  the  North  German  Lloyd  Line,  and  though  they  encountered 
very  severe  weather,  the  voyage  was  completed  in  six  days.  This  is  the  only  trip 
which  Mr.  Harms  has  made  back  to  the  fatherland  since  leaving  there  more  than 
three  decades  ago.  His  life  has  been  actuated  by  his  Christian  faith.  He  has  long 
been  a  devoted  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  has  taken 
a  deep  and  helpful  interest.  In  1902  he  served  on  the  building  committee  that 
erected  the  church  in  Lost  Creek  township  at  Platte  Center  and  he  contributed 
largely  to  the  work.  Since  taking  up  his  abode  in  Columbus  he  has  been  very 
active  in  the  German  Lutheran  church  in  this  city  and  aided  liberally  in  the 
erection  of  the  school  and  church  buildings.  Ining  on  the  building  committee  that 
made  the  additions  to  the  church.  He  is  now  sc  rviiig  as  senior  steward  and  he 
co-operates  heartily  in  all  plans  to  promote  thi-  ;>r(>wtli  of  the  church  and  extend 
its  influence.  He  has  never  regretted  his  determination  to  come  to  America,  for 
in  thi.9  country  he  has  found  the  opportunities  which  he  sought  and  by  utilizing  busi- 
ness conditions  and  advantages  he  has  won  prosperity,  being  now  numbered  among 
the  men  of  affluence  in  Columbus. 


SEBASTIAN  E.  MARTY. 

Sebastian  E.  Marty  has  lived  in  Columbus  for  nearly  a  third  of  a  century  and 
has  been  long  and  successfully  identified  with  business  interests  here,  while  at 
present  he  is  the  efficient  incumbent  in  the  office  of  postmaster.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  New  Glarus,  Wisconsin,  on  the  28th  of  March,  18G2,  his  parents  being 
Friedolin  and  Anna  (Blumer)  Marty,  who  were  married  in  Switzerland.  The 
father,  born  in  Glarus,  Switzerland,  in  1808,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1851  and  for  four  years  resided  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  He  then  removed  to  Wis- 
consin, where  his  demise  occurred  in  1869,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  that 
state  in  1877.  Our  subject  has  one  living  sister,  Salome,  who  is  the  widow  of  .Jacob 
Eierdan  and  resides  in  Chicago. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Sebastian  E.  Marty  attended  the  schools 
of  his  native  town,  but  his  advantages  in  that  direction  were  limited,  as  he  attended 
during  only  three  months  in  the  year.  When  about  fourteen  years  of  age  he  put 
aside  his  textbooks  and  subsequently  worked  at  various  occupations  including  rail- 
roading. He  was  telegrapher  for  the  Chicago  &  Nortliwestern  Railroad  at  Brooklyn, 
Wisconsin,  whence  in  1883  he  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  being  here  employed 
as  clerk  in  a  meat  market  for  two  years.     He  then  embarked  in  that  line  of  busi- 
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ness  on  liis  own  account  and  for  a  period  of  twenty-eight  years  remained  projirietor 
of  a  meat  market  in  Columbus,  enjoying  an  extensive  and  profitable  patronage. 
In  October,  1913,  he  sold  out  and  the  next  year  secured  a  position  as  book- 
keeper in  the  Reaming  mill  at  Columbus,  being  thus  employed  until  April,  1915. 
On  the  9tli  of  February  of  that  year  he  was  selected  for  the  position  of  postmaster 
at  a  primary  held  by  the  citizens  of  Columbus.  There  were  five  candidates  for 
the  office  and  he  received  seven  hundred  votes,  being  thus  chosen  by  a  flattering 
majority,  as  the  next  highest  vote  was  three  hundred  and  ninety.  In  this  capacity 
he  is  making  an  excellent  record,  discharging  his  duties  with  ability  and  prompt- 
On  the  1th  of  May.  1885.  in  Coliimbns.  Nebraska.  Mr.  Marty  was  united  in 
marriage  t,,  Miss  Anna  C.  Marti,  a  ,ian-l,l,  r  ,,1  .la,a,l,  Marti,  who  has  passed  away. 
To  them  liav  \nru  JM.rn  lour  elnldnii.  nannly:  l,..u,s,  M..  who  is  the  wife  of  Clay- 
ton C.  Stallurd.  of  l.os  .\njivl,s.  California;  Anna  C,  who  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage to  Sophus   C.   I'tchrscn;   I'rt  dt  rirk  J.;   and  Carl  Sebastian. 

Since  age  conferrtd  u])on  him  tin-  right  of  franchise  ^Ir.  Marty  has  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  democracy,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
German  Reformed  church.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  IModern  Woodmen 
of  America,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Sons  of  Herman.  He 
is  a  man  of  progressive  spirit  and  of  high  principles  and  his  genuine  personal  worth 
commends  him  to  the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


JOSEPH   N.   SMITH. 


Joseph  N.  Smith  is  proprietor  of  a  meat  market  in  Humphrey  and  is  also  en- 
gaged in  buying  and  shipping  cattle  to  Omaha.  Industry  and  determination  are 
numbered  among  his  salient  characteristics  and  these  qualities  have  gained  him  a 
creditable  place  in  the  business  circles  of  his  town.  His  residence  in  Platte  county 
dates  from  1883  or  from  the  time  that  he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  He  was  born 
in  Illinois  in  November,  1872,  his  parents  being  Benedict  and  Riehartia  (Wend- 
ling)  Smith,  who  were  natives  of  France.  The  father  was  but  three  years  of  age 
when  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1810,  the  family  set- 
tling where  Chicago  now  stands.  The  paternal  grandfather  owned  land  now  in- 
eludrd   within  the  loop  district  of  that  city. 

Hcnrdiet  Smith  was  reared  and  educated  in  Illinois  and  after  reaching  man's 
estate  turn.d  his  attention  to  farming.  He  becam.e  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
Dupage  (Miniitv.  wliicii  he  developed  and  improved,  continuing  its  cultivation  until 
1877,  when  he  reuinvrd  to  Arkansas,  where  he  again  carried  on  farming  for  .six 
years.  On  the  ex|.iration  ,.f  tliat  jm  riod  lie  arrival  in  Platte  e„unly.  X.l.raska.  and 
for  a  time  resided  in  Cohnubus  but  ait.rward  n-n|,al  a  farm  ii,  av  I'lalte  Center, 
which  he  continued  to  euiti>ate  until  he  removed  to  Lindsay,  wlirre  lie  purchased 
a  place.  He  afterward  retired  from  active  business  and  became  a  resident  of 
Humphrey,  where  his  remaining  days  were  passed,  his  death  occurring  in  October, 
1913,  when  he  was  about  seventy-six  years  of  age.  His  widow  still  survives  and 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Joseph. 

After  spending  the  first  five  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  state  Joseph  N.  Smith 
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was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Arkansas  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  j'ears  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Platte  county,  win  re  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  attended  the  scliools 
of  Columbus  ami  altrixv.ird  \\  rnt  to  Lindsay,  where  he  operated  a  lumber  yard  and 
elevator  for  twrlvc  yr-^rs  in  loniu  (  tion  with  a  partner.  He  next  came  to  Humphrey 
and  occupied  the  position  of  bartender  with  his  brother  for  five  years.  His  brother 
was  also  owner  of  a  butcher  shop  in  Humphrey  and  in  1903  Josejili  X.  Smith  jjur- 
chased  tlie  business  which  he  has  since  conducted.  He  devotes  nnuii  of  liis  time 
to  buying  cattle  and  liogs.  which  be  ships  to  Omaha,  and  this  branch  of  liis  busi- 
ness is  proving  mix  |)ri)fit.ililc.  for  lie  is  an  excellent  judge  of  stock  and  his  pur- 
chases are  tin  r,  fnn  J  luluiously  made,  enabling  him  to  realize  handsomely  on  his 
sales.  He  is  liiie«ise  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Hum- 
phrey and  in  the  First  National  Bank,  his  business  interests  being  thus  extensive 
and  important. 

In  August,  1899,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alma  Anderson,  her 
father  being  August  Anderson,  a  native  of  .Sweden.  Emigrating  to  the  United 
States  in  an  early  day,  the  latter  established  his  home  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska, 
and  for  twenty  years  was  employed  as  section  foreman  by  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western Railroad  Company.  He  is  now  living  retired  at  Newman  Grove,  where 
he  owns  two  farms.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born  six  children,  namely: 
George,  wlio  is  fourteen  years  of  age;  Pearl,  a  maiden  of  eleven  summers;  Eugene, 
Florenci  and  U.iyiiiond,  who  are  eight,  five  and  two  years  of  age  respectively;  and 
Eldina,   who   passed   away  in    1900. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Smith 
also  holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Catholic  Order  of  For- 
esters, and  the  Eagles.  He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  democratic  party  but  is  not  an  aspirant  for  office,  preferring  to 
concentrate  his  energies  uj3on  the  business  interests  whieli  now  claim  his  time  and 
attention  and  which  are  proving  a  substantial  source  of  r(  vi  nue.  He  has  a  wide 
acquaintance  in  the  county  in  which  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed  and 
where  he  is  now  well  established  in  the  regard  and  esteem  of  manv  friends. 


JOHN  FREDERICK  FEYE. 

Among  the  excellent  citizens  whom  Germany  has  given  to  Platte  county  is  John 
Frederick  Feye,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  farming  on  section  9,  Sherman 
township.  He  was  born  in  Ahlhorn,  Oldenburg,  Germany.  July  22,  1873,  a  son  of 
J,  Herman  and  Louisa  (Leiszner)  Feye.  The  fatlicr  owned  a  small  farm  and  de- 
voted his  time  to  its  operation.  Both  parents  were  lifelong  residents  of  Germany. 
Their  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  they  were  highly  re- 
spected in  their  community. 

John  Frederick  Feye  attended  school  in  liis  native  village  but  as  his  father  died 
when  he  was  a  small  boy  he  was  early  compelled  to  provide  for  his  own  support. 
He  worked  upon  the  home  farm  until  ISOO.  when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  made  his  way  to  Platte  county.  Nebraska.  He  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand 
here  for  two  years  and  also  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  which  he  followed  for 
about  nine  years.     At  the  end  of  that  time  lie  was  married  and  began  farming  on 
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his  own  account.  He  has  gained  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  and  now  owns 
three  lunidred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  which  formerl}^  belonged  to  his  father-in- 
law.  He  is  energetic  and,  as  he  plans  his  work  carefully,  he  receives  a  gratifying 
income  from  his  land. 

On  July  26,  1900,  Mr.  Feye  was  united  in  marriage  to  ]Miss  Alma  Wurdeman, 
further  mention  of  whose  family  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  J.  H.  Wurdeman  which 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Feye  have  three  children.  Otto  Fred- 
erick, Walter  Hellmuth  and  Arthur  William. 

Mr.  Feye  is  a  republican  but  confines  his  political  activity  to  the  exercise  of 
his  right  of  franchise.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  to  the  support 
of  which  he  contributes,  and  he  co-operates  with  movements  seeking  the  moral 
advancement  of  his  community.  Since  becoming  a  resident  of  Platte  county  he  has 
gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  has  made  many  personal 


AUGUSTUS  W.  CLARK. 

Augustus  W.  Clark  is  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Columbus  and  also  one  of  the 
veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  as  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  wears  the  little  bronze 
button  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  That  he  has  been  a  loyal  and  patriotic 
citizen  in  times  of  peace  as  well  as  in  times  of  war  entitles  him  to  representation 
in  this  volume.  He  was  born  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  June  11,  1838,  and  is  a 
son  of  W.  O.  and  Lois  (Greene)  Clark,  natives  of  New  York.  The  father,  who 
devoted  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  removed  from  the  Empire  state  to  Ohio 
and  for  fifteen  years  lived  in  Ashtabula.  In  1848  he  went  to  La  Salle  county, 
Illinois,  wlure  he  found  pioneer  conditions,  but  on  the  prairies  of  that  state  he 
took  up  general  farming  and  became  the  owner  of  valuable  land,  winning  a  place 
among  the  representative  agriculturists  of  his  district.  He  was  also  active  in  neigh- 
borhood affairs,  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  upheld  the 
Universalist  church  as  one  of  its  members.  He  continued  to  reside  upon  his  farm 
in  Illinois  until  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  seventy-two  years  of  age, 
while  his  wife  passed  away  in  La  Salle  county  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
Augustus  W.  Clark  acquired  a  common-school  education  in  that  county  and  re- 
mained at  home  until  October  16,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company 
B,  Fifty-third  Illinois  Infantry,  the  regiment  being  formed  at  Ottawa.  The  com- 
mand was  with  Cuslmian's  Brigade.  Mr.  Clark  enlisted  first  as  a  musician  and  was 
promoted  from  principal  musician  to  sergeant  major.  The  troops  left  Ottawa 
for  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  relieving  General  Sullivan's  command  that  was  guard- 
ing prisoners  from  Fort  Donelson.  After  about  two  months  they  were  relieved  by 
newer  troops  and  reported  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  Tennessee,  in  the  early  part  of 
1862,  remaining  at  that  place  for  some  time.  With  his  regiment  Mr.  Clark  partici- 
pated in  the  siege  of  Corinth,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  that  of  Atlanta  and  went 
with  Sherman  on  the  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  face  and 
again  in  the  back.  The  Fifty-third,  because  of  the  heavy  losses  which  had  deci- 
mated  its  ranks,  was  consolidated   with   the   Forty-first   Illinois  Infantry,  and   with 
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that  command   :Mr.   Clark  was  musttred   out   at   Savannah,  Georgia,   December   29, 
1 86 1. 

He  then  returned  to  Illinois  and  began  farming  in  La  Salle  county,  where  he 
lived  for  about  fifteen  j-ears,  oivniing  land  in  that  state  until  1880,  when  lie  sold 
out  and  came  to  Platte  country,  Nebraska,  where  he  purchased  j^roperty  and  engaged 
in  farming  until  1900.  His  home  was  in  Columbus  township,  where  he  had  two 
hundred  acres,  upon  which  he  extensively  engaged  in  raising  stock.  His  business 
affairs  were  carefully  and  systematically  conducted  and  success  in  gratifying  meas- 
ure attended  his  efforts.  When  he  put  aside  all  business  cares  in  1900  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Columbus,  where  he  has  since  enjoyed  a  well  earned  and  well  merited 

In  February,  1886,  Mr.  Clark  wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Westcott,  who  was 
born  in  New  York,  a  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Miriam  (Eddy)  Westcott,  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  state.  During  the  greater  part  of  his  life  her  father  followed 
blacksmithing.  Removing  to  Illinois,  he  lived  for  a  time  in  Aurora  and  afterward 
followed  his  trade  in  different  towns  in  La  Salle  and  other  counties.  He  lived  for 
a  time  at  Marseilles,  Illinois,  but  in  1879  came  to  Platte  county,  settling  on  a  farm 
two  miles  north  of  Columbus,  where  he  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 
He  was  a  very  active  and  progressive  citizen  of  his  township  and  served  as  asses- 
sor, to  which  position  he  was  elected  on  the  republican  ticket.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark 
have  become  the  parents  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living:  Addie  L., 
who  became  the  wife  of  J.  F.  McGill,  a  farmer  of  Platte  county  and  died  in  April, 
191  i,  leaving  four  children;  Otis,  of  Columbus,  who  is  married  and  has  four  chil- 
dren; Clarence  J.,  a  carpenter  of  Columbus,  who  is  married  and  has  one  child; 
Eugene  A.,  who  is  married  and  is  a  carpenter  and  millwright  of  Columbus ;  and 
Hazel,  at  home. 

Mr.  Clark  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  many  years 
and  belongs  also  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  His  political  allegiance  is 
given  the  democratic  party  and  he  was  active  in  politics  in  Columbus  township, 
where  he  served  as  clerk  for  eight  years,  as  township  supervisor  for  a  similar  period 
and  as  township  assessor.  He  also  filled  the  office  of  assessor  in  the  city  of  Colum- 
bus, and  he  served  as  councilman  for  seven  years,  during  which  period  he  was  also 
a  bailiff  of  the  Platte  county  district  court.  He  has  long  been  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Grand  Arm}'  post  at  Columbus,  of  which  he  has  served  as  commander  and 
is  now  chaplain.  He  proved  a  valiant  soldier  when  he  followed  the  nation's  starry 
banner  on  southern  battlefields  and  he  has  also  been  equally  loyal  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  country  in  times  of  peace,  and  stands  as  a  splendid  representative  of 
nhood  and  chivalry. 


GEORGE  H.  BENDER. 

George  H.  Bender  is  an  enterprising  general  merchant  of  Cornlea,  where  he 
now  conducts  a  business  of  large  and  gratifying  proportions.  He  was  born  in 
Henry,  Marshall  county^  Illinois,  February  11,  1879,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Kate 
(Hatzbuehler)  Bender,  the  former  a  native  of  Menamebach,  Germany,  born  June 
12,    ]8-)2.      When   four   years   of  age   he    was   brought   to   America   by   his   [jarents. 
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the  famil_v  home  being  established  near  Henry,  Illinois.  He  became  a  farmer,  de- 
voting his  life  to  that  occupation. 

George  H.  Bender  attended  school  in  the  home  district  until  he  had  mastered 
the  branches  of  learning  therein  taught  and  subsequentl_y  he  entered  the  normal 
school  at  Fremont,  Nebraska,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1901.  In  1903  he 
came  to  Cornlea,  where  he  established  a  general  mercantile  store  of  which  he  has 
since  been  the  proprietor.  In  1907  he  was  joined  by  his  father  in  a  partnership 
that  has  since  bn  n  niaiiitaii.id  under  llie  firm  name  of  Bender  &  Son.  They  enjoy 
a  large  patronain  and  carry  an  (xttnsivt  stcck  of  dry  goods  and  general  merchan- 
dise. Their  store  is  well  a|)i)()int(  d  and  tastefully  arranged  and  the  reasonable 
prices  and  honoralile  luisiness  policy  of  the  firm  bring  to  them  a  constantly  increas- 
ing patronage  wliieli  niikes  the  undertaking  a  profitable  one. 

On  the  Ijth  of  I'ebruary.  1901.  Mr.  Bender  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Celia  Ratterman,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Kate  (Zavadil)  Ratterman,  the  former 
a  native  of  Germany  and  the  latt(  r  of  Bohemia.  John  Ratterman  is  now  serving 
as  judge  of  Platte  county,  but  his  wife  has  passed  awaj'.  To  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  been  born  six  children,  as  follows:  Elnora,  who  attends  the  school  of 
the  Sacred  Heart  church  at  Cornlea;  Francis;  Theodore;  Margaret;  Ethel  and 
Celia. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Bender  is  a  democrat  and  for  the  past  ten  years  has 
served  as  secretary  of  the  democratic  conventions  held  in  Platte  county.  He  has 
long  been  recognized  as  an  active  worker  in  party  ranks  and  his  opinions  carry 
weight  in  the  local  democratic  councils.  He  is  now  clerk  of  the  to^vn  board  and  has 
also  served  as  clerk  of  Granville  township.  He  aid  his  family  are  all  members  of 
the  Catholic  church  of  Cornlea  and  he  belongs  also  to  Humphrey  Council  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp  of  Cornlea.  His  time  and 
attention,  however,  are  given  in  largest  measure  to  his  business  affairs  and  he  is 
an  alert,  energetic  business  man  who  early  in  his  career  recognized  the  eternal 
principle  that  industry  wins  and  has  made  industry  the  beacon  light  of  his  life. 


RUDOLF  FRIEDERICH  LEOPOLD  JAEGGI. 

Rudolf  Friederich  Leopold  Jaeggi  is  the  owner  and  editor  of  the  Nebraska 
Biene,  the  only  German  paper  published  in  Platte  county.  He  is  well  known  to  the 
German-American  citizens  of  the  district  and  is  one  whose  efforts  have  been  a  force- 
ful factor  in  upholding  the  standards  of  citizenship  and  in  advancing  public  prog- 
ress in  his  part  of  the  state.  He  was  born  July  29,  1850,  in  Bueren,  Canton  Bern, 
Switzerland,  and  by  inherited  right  became  a  full  citizen  of  the  city  of  Bern.  He 
belonged  to  the  Guild  of  Pfistern  (bakers  and  millers).  His  parents  were  Carl 
Ludwig,  a  minister  of  the  state  church  of  Switzerland,  and  Margarethe  Rosina 
(Kistler)  Jaeggi.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  also  a  minister.  He  had  a  coat 
of  arms  and  the  genealogical  history  of  the  family  can  be  traced  back  for  six  cen- 
turies, one  of  the  original  ancestors  having  aided  in  building  the  city  of  Bern.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  a  military  man  and  was  captain  of  the  Swiss  guards  of 
Napoleon.  Mrs.  Jaeggi  was  a  granddaughter  of  Colonel  Von  Tillier,  who  was  the 
commander  of  one  of  the  three  regiments  of  Swiss  guards  that  defended  the  Tuil- 
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leries  in  the  French  revolution  in  the  last  decade  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  was 
saved  by  a  French  nobleman  when  laying  unconscious  on  the  sidewalk  suffering 
from  twenty-two  wounds.  One  of  his  ancestors  was  Schultheiss,  of  the  old  repub- 
lic of  Bern  in  the  middle  ages,  who  was  the  chief  officer  of  the  town,  his  position 
being  practically  that  of  head  of  the  republic.  Medals,  scepters  and  other  rewards 
of  bravery  wi-rt'  adormm  nts  on  the  walls  of  the  home  of  Carl  Ludwig  Jaeggi.  He 
in  turn,  wluii  a  ycmiiij;  inui,  before  becoming  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  was  stenog- 
rapher at  tbf  grrat  couiuil  in  Bern  for  a  number  of  years.  He  afterward  became 
a  higher  grade'  teacher  at  the  gymnasium  at  Burgdorf,  .SAvitz,rland.  and  for  a  time 
was  one  of  the  political  leaders  of  the  country,  aiding  in  the  ovtithrow  of  the  old 
patrician  goverimient  in  Switzerland  in  the  '30s.  At  that  time  .Switzerland  was 
not  a  democr.itic  ri|uililic  and  the  common  citizen  did  not  have  equal  rights  witli  the 
nobleman.  Aft.  r  in  ((.iiiiiij.-  a  clergj-man  Carl  Ludwig  Jaeggi  did  not  take  part  in 
I  political  questions,  but  at  one  time  he  was  candidate 
i  defeated  by  the  party  of  Jacob  StaempHi,  who 
?sident  of  Switzerland  and  famous  as  international 
;  Alabama  question  between  England  and  the  United 
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education  at  Bueren  on  the  Aare  river,  passing 
iry  schools  and  two  grades  of  the  secondary  school, 
fifth  grade  of  the  leading  cantonal  school  in  Bern, 
the  capital  of  tlu-  county,  and  in  Neueville,  the  French  part  of  the  canton  of  Bern, 
where  lie  finislnd  liis  ((lin\ition  in  a  boarding  school  or  college.  After  serving  a 
two  years"  a]iiinntie.  slii|.  in  a  wholesale  business  house  in  Burgdorf,  Canton  Bern, 
Switzerland,  lie  .also  spent  two  years  as  an  ajiprentice  in  a  confectionery  establish- 
ment at  Geneva.  Switzerland,  where  he  continued  from  the  spring  of  1869  until  the 
1st  of  !March,  1871.  Subsequently  he  was  employed  at  Bex,  in  the  canton  de  Vaux, 
Switzerland,  in  Bern,  in  Strausburg  and  Weissenburg  in  Alsace,  and  in  Aarau, 
Switzerland.  While  in  Geneva  he  witnessed  the  war  between  Germany  and  France 
and  registered  as  a  volunteer  to  help  protect  the  Swiss  neutrality  but  was  not 
called  upon  for  active  military  service.  The  next  fall,  however,  he  had  to  enlist 
in  the  regidar  army,  as  it  was  the  law  that  every  young  man  must  serve  in  the 
Swiss  militia.  In  that  connection  he  advanced  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  and  in  that 
capacity  served  for  two  or  three  terms  of  from  seven  to  eight  weeks  each  with  new 
recruits.  He  was  ordered  for  another  term,  with  the  possibility  for  advancement 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  but  in  1873  he  left  his  native  country  for  the  United 
States,  arriving  at  Columbus,  Nebraska,  on  the  1st  of  November,  of  that  year. 

When  the  family  came  to  this  state  the  mother  and  two  brothers  each  secured 
an  eighty  acre  homestead  in  Polk  county  near  the  Platte  river,  their  tracts  adjoin- 
ing, but  the  grasshoppers  destroyed  their  crops  in  1873  and  again  wrought  devasta- 
tion in  1874.  Leopold  Jaeggi  then  returned  to  Omaha  to  work  in  a  confectionery 
establishment,  but,  not  liking  the  methods  of  conducting  the  business,  he  left  the 
position  and  established  a  flour  store  on  Thirteenth  street  between  Farnum  and 
Harney,  handling  the  flour  of  the  Sarpy  county  and  other  mills.  He  did  not  earn 
more  than  a  living  in  that  connection,  however,  and,  accordingly,  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  clerk  in  the  Columbus  State  Bank,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  entered  the  lumberyard  of  Jaeggi  &  Schupbach  and 
later  managed  a  yard  for  them  at  Genoa  and  afterward  in  Humphrey,  Nebraska. 
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In  January,  1S80,  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  business  of  Gus  G.  Becher  &  Com- 
panj',  insurance  and  loans,  and  in  1883  he  was  called  back  to  Bern  by  a  relative, 
who  wished  to  enter  into  business  relations  with  Mr.  Jaeggi's  firm  and  who  assisted 
him  to  enter  into  a  like  business  relation  with  a  leading  bank  in  Basel,  Switzerland, 
for  which  the  firm  of  Becher,  Jaeggi  &  Company,  loaned  money  to  the  farmers  until 
the  year  1897.  For  a  time  the  compan}'  did  a  large  and  satisfactory  business,  never 
losing  a  dollar  for  the  Switzerland  firm  which  they  represented,  but  finally  interest 
became  so  low  that  Europe  could  not  compete. 

Mr.  Jaeggi  is  now  the  owner  and  editor  of  the  Nebraska  Biene,  which  com- 
menced its  twenty-first  year  with  the  issue  of  IMay  15,  1914.  It  bas  celebrated  the 
thirty-sixth  anniversary  of  its  origin  under  the  name  of  the  Columbus  Wochenblatt, 
which  makes  it  the  oldest  paper  of  Columbus  still  in  existence.  Thirty-seven  years 
ago  a  young  German-Pole  of  culture  and  education  by  the  name  of  Robert  Lange 
established  the  Columbus  Wochenblatt  with  three  patent  pages  that  were  furnished 
him  and,  adding  the  front  page  of  local  news,  addressed  it  to  his  subscribers.  Emil 
Pohl,  then  a  well  known  musician  and  director  of  the  Columbus  Maennerchor,  the 
first  German  singing  society  in  Columbus,  was  his  assistant  editor  and  wrote  his 
political  articles.  Although  Platte  was  in  those  days  already  considered  one  of  the 
prominent  German  counties  of  Nebraska,  still  the  county  was  just  in  the  making, 
was  not  thickly  settled  and  the  German  homesteaders  could  not  afford  to  spend  much 
time  in  reading  newspapers  and  they  needed  their  money  in.  order  to  gain  a  start, 
so  that  Mr.  Lange  sold  his  paper  to  Dr.  Schonlau,  an  old  German  physician  with 
a  large  family,  who  conducted  the  paper  until  his  death  in  1890.  Up  to  that  date 
the  Wochenblatt  had  been  a  democratic  paper,  but  after  the  death  of  Dr.  Schonlau 
the  late  Major  J.  N.  Kilian  bought  the  paper  and  in  1893  changed  its  politics  as 
well  as  its  name  and  made  it  a  republican  paper  under  the  style  of  the  Nebraska 
Biene.  In  1898  Mr.  Kilian  was  made  captain  of  Company  K,  of  the  First  Nebraska 
Militia  Regiment  and  went  to  the  Philippine  islands  to  participate  in  the  war.  His 
local  agent,  J.  H.  Johannes,  became  his  successor  as  owner  and  manager  of  the 
Nebraska  Biene.  Having  been  raised  on  a  farm  among  the  .German  settlers  on 
Shell  creek,  understanding  the  needs  of  the  paper  and  being  a  hard  worker,  he 
.  succeeded  in  raising  the  subscription  list  above  the  two  thousand  mark  and  made 
it  a  well  established  journal.  He  also  changed  its  politics  back  to  democratic.  On 
the  12th  of  February,  1908,  Mr.  Johannes  died  after  a  brief  illness  and  Henry 
Wilkens  became  owner  of  the  paper  but  left  its  management  and  publication  to 
Otto  Kinder,  now  on  the  staff  of  the  Omaha  Tribune,  who  remained  for  a  while 
as  foreman  after  E.  A.  Harms,  now  a  real-estate  dealer  of  Norfolk,  became  its 
owner  and  made  the  paper  independent  as,  to  politics. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1913,  Leopold  Jaeggi  became  the  owner  through  pur- 
chase of  the  paper,  which  he  continues  as  an  independent  journal,  not  interfering 
with  the  political  views  of  his  subscribers  who  represent  different  political  parties. 
It  is  his  effort  to  further  the  interests  of  the  German  speaking  citizens  of  the 
community  and  of  the  state  regardless  of  political  or  religious  creeds.  As  he  comes 
from  the  oldest  republic — the  republic  of  Switzerland — a  country  widely  respected 
and  composed  of  three  different  races,  using  as  many  languages,  all  having  learned 
in  past  centuries  to  unite  as  true  citizens  of  the  one  country,  beloved  by  all  for  its 
splendid  organization  of  free  and  human  institutions,  he  hopes  to  make  the  Nebraska 
Biene  a  true  servant  of  this  great  land  of  the  brave  and  the  free  by  helping  its  citi- 
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zens  to  better  understand  each  other  when  prejudice  and  false  national  pride 
threaten  to  disturb  their  harmony.  He  holds  to  the  viewpoint  of  the  former  very 
patriotic  secretary  of  state,  Carl  Schurz:  "My  country,  riglit  or  wrong;  if  right 
to  be  kept  right,  if  wrong  to  be  set  right." 

In  October,  18S5,  Mr.  Jaeggi  was  married  in  Aarburg,  Switzerl 
Bertha  Meyer,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Arnold  Meyer,  a  citizen  of  Herisau 
of  Appenzell,  Switzerland,  whose  father  was  also  a  minister.  Mrs 
sesses   considerable  musical  skill  as   a  pianist  and   also  displays  talent 
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ind  Mrs.  Jaeggi  have  been  born  three  daughters: 

.  Conrad  Kriiger,  of  the  State  University  of  Cali- 

a  well  known  violinist  and  the  wife  of  Maurice  Fon- 

ins  and  player  pianos;  and  Else,  who  has  engaged  in 

soliciting  manager   and  bookkeeper   for  the   Nebraska 


For  the  past  thirty  years  Mr.  Jaeggi  has  been  a  notary  public, 
expiring  January  9,  1918.  In  former  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Omaha  lodge 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  he  now  holds  membership  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
He  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Columbus  Maennerchor  Singing  Society  and 
is  still  one  of  its  active  representatives.  He  possesses  musical  talent  which  has 
made  him  a  valued  factor  in  the  musical  circles  of  the  city.  He  is  somewhat  inde- 
pendent in  thought  along  religious  and  political  lines  but  holds  membership  with  the 
Evangelical  German  church.  He  does  not  hold  to  any  political  party  but  is  a  be- 
liever in  personal  liberty  and  that  education  alone  makes  men  wise  and  moral. 


M.  E.  COOXEY. 


M.  E.  Cooney  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  model  farm  properties  of  Burrows 
township,  his  home  being  on  section  33,  where  he  has  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  valuable  and  productive  land.  He  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  March 
U,  1854,  a  son  of  John  and  Ann  (Murray)  Cooney.  The  father  was  a  native 
of  Ireland  and  in  1846  bade  adieu  to  the  Emerald  isle  and  to  his  friends  of  that 
country  and  sailed  for  the  United  States,  with  Chicago  as  his  destination.  There 
he  engaged  in  teaming  and  continued  to  make  his  home  throughout  his  remaining 
days,  his  deatli  occurring  in  1880.  His  wife,  who  was  also  born  in  Ireland,  died 
in  Cook  county,  Illinois,  in   1890. 

M.  E.  Cooney  attended  school  in  Chicago  and  afterward  worked  upon  a 
farm  in  Lake  county,  Illinois,  which  his  father  had  purchased.  His  time  was  thus 
spent  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  when  he  began  working  for 
other  farmers,  continuing  in  that  employ  until  1878,  when  he  removed  to  Nebraska, 
settling  in  Platte  county.  Later,  however,  he  returned  to  Chicago  and  drove  a 
bobtail  car  for  the  Chicago  City  Railway  Company.  In  1881  he  once  more  came 
to  Platte  county  and  invested  his  earnings  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
on  section  33,  Burrows  township,  where  he  now  lives.  Later  he  extended  the  boun- 
daries of  the  place  by  Additional  purchase  until  he  now  has  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  valuable  land  devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  keeps  good 
grades  of  stock  but  feeds  hogs  only.     His  place  has  undergone  a  marked  transfor- 
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mation,  owing  to  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  it.  He  is  thoroughly 
progressive  in  his  farm  work  and  upon  his  place  are  lacking  none  of  the  accessories 
and  conveniences  of  a  model  farm  property.  In  1904  he  built  large  barns  and  in 
1905  he  erected  his  present  residence,  which  is  a  very  modern  and  attractive  country 
place.  In  1914  he  gave  up  the  hard  work  of  the  fields,  turning  over  the  manage- 
ment and  cultivation  of  the  farm  to  his  sons. 

Mr.  Cooney  has  been  married  twice.  In  Chicago  he  wedded  Miss  Nora  Kear- 
ney, who  passed  away  in  1890,  after  he  had  located  on  his  present  farm.  To  them 
were  born  four  children,  as  follows :  John,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Lost 
Creek  township;  Frank,  an  agriculturist  residing  at  Pinebluff,  Wyoming;  Eliza- 
beth, living  in  Chicago;  and  Genevieve,  who  is  deceased.  In  1892  Mr.  Cooney  was 
again  married,  liis  second  union  being  with  jNIiss  Jennie  Macken,  of  Lost  Creek 
township,  by  whom  he  has  the  following  children:  Cyril,  a  farmer  residing  in 
Montana;  Alice,  a  school  teacher  of  District  No.  17,  Lost  Creek  township;  and 
Mary,  W:i\Ui-.  Ah  in  and  Irene,  all  at  home. 

jNIr.  C  i.ciiic  y  ^Mtc  s  with  the  democratic  party  and  fearlessly  espouses  his  honest 
convictions.  He  is  a  number  of  the  Platte  Center  Catholic  church,  as  are  all  of 
his  family,  and  hr  and  his  son  Frank  belong  to  Columbus  Council  of  the  Knights 
of  Cohnnluis.  wliilr  the  father  has  membership  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  at  Platte  Center  and  is  a  member  of  the  Guarantee  Fund  Life  Association 
of  Omaha.  He  has  filled  the  office  of  town  clerk  for  four  years  and  has  given  active 
aid  and  support  to  many,  measures  and  movements  for  the  general  good,  being  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  and  highly  respected  residents  of  Burrows 
township.  He  may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man,  for  he  has  always  depended 
entirely  upon  his  own  resources  since  starting  out  for  himself,  and  it  is  because  he 
has  not  been  afraid  of  hard  work  but  has  displayed  diligence  and  determination 
that  he  is  now  numbered  among  the  men  of  affluence  in  Platte  county. 


M.  BRUGGER. 

M.  Brugger,  president  of  the  Columbus  State  Bank,  has  through  the  steps  of 
an  orderly  progression  reached  his  present  position  of  trust  and  responsibility  in 
business  circles.  He  is  alert,  enterprising  and  energetic,  readily  recognizes  the 
opportunities  of  modern  life  and  improves  his  chances  to  the  benefit  of  his  individ- 
ual fortunes  and  to  the  advancement  of  the  public  welfare.  Mr.  Brugger  is  of  Swiss 
birth  and  ancestry.  He  was  born  at  Meyringen,  in  the  canton  of  Bern  on  the 
27th  of  November,  1851,  his  parents  being  John  and  Elizabeth  (Zwald)  Brug- 
ger, who  in  the  year  1872  left  the  land  of  the  Alps  and  sailed  for  the  new  world. 
In  1874  they  became  residents  of  Platte  county,  Nebraska.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  a  Swiss  soldier  in  the  army  of  Napoleon  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  John 
Brugger  departed  this  life  in  1900  and  his  wife  died  in  1876. 

M.  Brugger,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  acquired  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Switzerland  and  upon  becoming  a  resident  of  Platte  county,  Nebraska, 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  which  he  followed 
until  1884,  being  recognized  as  one  of  the  successful  early  educators  of  the  county. 
He  next  entered  the  Columbus  State  Bank  in  the  position  of  bookkeeper  and  gradually 
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worked  his  way  upward  until  he  was  made  casliier  in  189-1  and  was  chosen  for  the 
presidency  in  1903,  since  which  time  he  lias  been  the  vh\v(  extcntivc  Ik  ad  of  the 
institution.  He  is  a  very  progressive  business  man,  H.iUliful  of  (i|i|)ortuiiities, 
which  lie  improves  to  good  advantage,  and  he  has  made  the  iiislitiition  of  whieli  he 
is  the  president  one  of  the  strongest  financial  institutions   of   iiis   p.irt   of  tlie   state. 

In  June,  ISSf,  at  Columbus,  Mr.  Brugger  was  united  in  marriauv  to  Miss  :Ma- 
thilda  Stenger,  a  daughter  of  Martin  Stenger,  and  they  have  two  sons,  All.crt  and 
Melvin,  who  are  mining  engineers  and  s'-adnat,  s  ,)f  tlir  Colorado  School  of  Mines. 
The  former  is  now  following  liis  iwolrs'vic.n  in  eriitr.il  Ali-iea,  and  the  latter  in 
old  Mexico.     The  three  dauglit.  rs  .,f  the  f  nnily  an  :   Klsir.  Helen  and  Florence. 

The  family  attend  the  Congng.ili<:nal  elnireh,  of  whieli  Mr.  Brugger  is  an 
active  and  earnest  member.  I'.-.-.t.nially  lie  is  a  Master  Mason  and  his  lif'e  measures 
up  to  the  standards  which  constitute  the  l.asie  elements  of  ehureli  and  lodge.  He 
has  served  on  the  school  hoird  of  Columbus  for  many  years,  and  the  cause  of 
education  finds  in  him  a  stalwart  ( hampion.  He  is  himself  highly  educated,  hav- 
ing gained  that  broad  tulture  which  comes  from  wide  reading  and  study  of  the 
questions  of  the  day  as  viewed  in  the  light  of  history  and  experience.  In  politics 
he  is  independent  but  is  a  stalwart  temiierance  worker,  and,  in  fact,  his  influence 
is  always  on  the  side  of  those  uiilifting  regenerative  forces  which  count  most  in 
human   progress   and   in   the   world's   civilization. 


WILLIAM  SHERMAN  DIXON. 

William  Sherman  Dixon  owns  and  cultivates  a  farm  adjoining  Humphrey,  com- 
prising fifty-seven  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
Platte  county  since  1886,  arriving  here  when  a  young  man  of  about  twenty-one 
years.  His  birth  occurred  in  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  October  21,  1805,  his  parents 
"being  John  and  Margaret  (McVieker)  Dixon,  natives  of  West  Virginia  and  Illi- 
nois respectively.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in  early  life  went  to 
Illinois,  purchasing  land  in  Marshall  county,  whei 
eral  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  life's  labors  w 
had  long  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  18 

William  S.  Dixon  was  reared  in  the  usual  m; 
boyhood  and  youth  in  Marshall  county.  He  was  , 
of  his  mother's  death,  when  he  went  to  live  with 
remained  until  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  then  r 
father  until  the  litter's  death  in  1884,  assisting  him  in  the  work  of  the  fields  and 
beeoming  familiar  with  every  department  of  farm  labor.  At  the  father's  death  he 
and  his  brother  took  charge  of  the  home  place,  which  they  cultivated  for  two  years 
or  until  William  S.  Dixon  attained  his  majority,  when  they  sold  the  farm  and  divided 
the  estate.  In  1886  William  S.  Dixon  came  to  Platte  county  and  invested  in  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Humphrey  township,  upon  which  he  took  up  his  abode,  bending 
his  energies  to  the  further  development  and  improvement  of  that  place  for  ten  years. 
He  then  sold  out  and  went  a  mile  south,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  which  he  further  developed  and  cultivated  until  191. "3.  He  then  rented 
that  farm  and  removed  to  his   present  place,  which  is  a  tract  of  fifty-seven  acres 
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adjoining  the  corporation  limits  of  Humphrey.  He  is  now  pleasantly  located  here, 
his  home  hrinsi  conveniently  situated  just  outside  the  city  limits,  while  the  place  is 
supplied  «itii  many  Hiodem  improvem<^nts,  including  an  attractive  residence.  He 
still  retains  tin    dwiu  rsliip  of  his  other  farm  and  derives  from  it  a  good  rental. 

On  the  :21.',t  of  October,  1891,  Mr.  Dixon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara 
F.  Morris,  her  parents  being  Bluford  and  Sarah  (McPherson)  Morris,  the  former 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Dodgeville,  Wisconsin.  They  came  to 
this  county  from  Wisconsin  in  an  emigrant  wagon  in  1872,  taking  up  their  abode 
among  the  first  settlers  here.  Mr.  Morris  took  up  a  homestead  claim  and  cultivated 
the  same  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  carrying  on  general  agricultural  pursuits 
with  gratifying  success.  During  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  he  served  for  three 
years  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Third  Wisconsin  Regiment.  His  demise  occurred 
in  1908,  while  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  8th  of  June,  1911.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon  have  been  born  three  children,  as  follows:  Lester  B.,  whose 
natal  day  was  July  1,  1892;  Neva  E.,  born  June  15,  1897;  and  William  S..  whose 
birth  occurred  September  15,  1900. 

Mr.  Dixon  maintains  an  independent  attitude  upon  political  questions  and  has 
never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  office,  although  he  served  for  two  years  as  super- 
visor of  Humphrey  township.  He  belongs  to  the  Highlanders  lodge  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church,  to  which  he  loyally  adheres.  He  has  many  sterling 
traits  of  character,  manifest  in  his  patriotic  citizenship,  his  reliability  in  business 
and  his  faithfulness  in  friendship — qualities  which  have  gained  for  him  the  warm  and 
well  merited  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


HENRY   GASS. 


Henry  Gass  is  a  pioneer  citizen  and  business  man  of  Columbus,  having  been 
continuously  identified  with  its  interests  for  the  past  forty-five  years.  In  fact  when 
he  came  here  the  business  and  most  of  the  residence  district  was  on  the  south  side 
of  the  city  but  as  the  town  grew  business  houses  began  to  spring  up  on  the  north 
side,  which  is  now  the  prominent  business  center,  and  in  1912  !Mr.  Gass  erected  a 
modern  and  up-to-date  two  story  brick  building,  in  which  he  is  successfully  con- 
ducting a  furniture  and  undertaking  establishment,  which  would  do  credit  to  a 
city  of  much  larger  size.  Mr.  Gass  is  one  who  came  from  foreign  lands  to  become 
prominent  in  business  circles  here,  for  his  birth  occurred  in  Switzerland  on  the 
13th  of  May,  1844.  His  parents  were  Christian  and  Anna  (Tiesin)  Gass,  who 
were  likewise  natives  of  the  land  of  the  Alps,  and  there  spent  their  entire  lives. 

Henry  Gass  remained  in  his  native  country  to  the  age  of  twenty-four  years, 
having  in  the  meantime  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  there.  It  was 
at  that  period  in  his  life,  in  1868,  that  he  set  sail  for  the  United  States  and,  land- 
ing in  New  York  city,  he  there  remained  for  a  time.  He  then  sought  the  opportuni- 
ties of  the  west,  and  on  the  2d  of  February,  1870,  arrived  in  Columbus,  Nebraska, 
which  was  at  that  time  a  mere  village  and  gave  little  promise  of  becoming  a  city 
of  its  present  proportions.  For  a  year  thereafter  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's 
trade  and  then  opened  a  cabinet-maker's  shop  and  also  engaged  in  the  undertak- 
ing business,  being  the  pioneer  in  that  line  in  the  city.     In   1878  he  added  a  stock 
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of  furniture.  Success  was  assured  from  the  beginning  and  as  the  business  grew 
he  kept  adding  to  his  stock  and  eventually  became  the  proprietor  of  three  stores 
located  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  his  first  location  being  on  the  south  side. 
Eventually  business  moved  to  the  north  and  Mr.  Gass  was  one  of  the  first  to  open 
a  store  in  that  part  of  the  city.  As  the  years  passed  his  business  grew  to  large  pro- 
portions and  in  1912  he  erected  a  modern  brick  building  on  the  main  thoroughfare. 
His  store  is  conveniently  arranged  for  the  handling  of  his  large  stock  of  furniture 
and  his  large  display  windows  are  always  fitted  up  in  most  attractive  style.  He  is 
also  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business,  doing  practically  all  the  work  in  that  line 
not  only  in  his  home  city  but  in  the  surrounding  districts.  He  has  made  a  close 
study  of  this  business  and  is  always  prepared  to  answer  all  calls  for  his  services 
and  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  public,  keeping  on  hand  a  large  line  of  caskets  and 
burial  supplies.  His  success  is  marked  and  his  business  methods  are  of  interest 
to  the  commercial  world,  for  he  is  now  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
important  enterprises  in  Platte  county. 

Mr.  Gass  was  married  in  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  in  August.  1S72.  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Smedt,  and  their  living  children  are:  Samuel,  who  wedded  Winnie  Higgins; 
Henry,  who  wedded  Sophie  Kaufman,  both  sons  residing  in  Columbus;  and  Rosina. 
The  deceased  members  of  their  family  are:  Emily,  who  became  the  wife  of  August 
Merz,  and  both  are  deceased,  the  daughter  passing  away  in  June,  1911  ;  Walter,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ;  Albert,  who  died  when  but  a  few  months  old ;  and 
two  sons  who  died  unnamed. 

jass  is  a  democrat,  and  he  has  been  identified  with  the  German 
nee  1874.  He  has  also  for  the  past  thirty-seven  years  been  a 
inerchor  Society,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  prominent 
of  the  city.  His  enterprising  and  progressive  spirit  has  made 
ican  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  He  has  never  taken  part  in 
Qodest  and  unassuming,  his  time  has  been  devoted  to  his  family 
He  has  learned  well  the  lessons  of  life  and  has  put  them  to  prac- 
cal  account,  and  his  establishment  is  the  expression  of  himself,  his  ideals,  his 
laraeter  and  his  quiet,  persistent  industry  and  ability. 
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ROY  S.  PALMER. 


Roy  S.  Palmer  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Palmer  &  Berger,  althougli  before 
he  was  joined  by  his  partner  in  1912  he  had  conducted  the  business  alone  for  eight 
years.  In  addition  to  merchant  tailoring  the  firm  conduct  a  cleaning  dyi  ing  .ind 
repairing  establishment  and  a  laundry  business  and  the  enterprise  aiui  nirriiy  with 
which  Mr.  Palmer  manages  his  interests  constitute  important  featun  s  in  his  grow- 
[e  was  born  in  Glenwood,  Iowa,  December  17,  1869,  a  son  of  Thomas 
fane  Palmer,  who  in  the  year  18.t8  became  residents  of  Plattsmoutli,  Ne- 
The  father  and  his  brother  David  operated  the  first  ferry  boat  across  the 
river  at  that  point  and  also  engaged  in  freighting  with  a  pack  train 
■r,  Colorado,  from  1858  until  1861.  Later  Thomas  G.  Palmer  engaged  in 
IT  business  until  1869,  when  he  removed  to  Union  county,  Iowa,  and  worked 
ide  of  cabinetmaking  for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quiney  Railroad  Com- 
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pany  until  lie  was  injured  in  an  accident.  He  then  went  to  Labette  coui'ty,  Kan- 
sas, where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  1888.  In  the  latter  year  he  removed  to 
Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  where  he  passed  away  in   1889. 

Roy  S.  Palmer  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Creston,  Iowa, 
and  in  1880  began  learning  the  tailor's  trade  at  Cherry  vale,  Kansas.  In  1880  lie 
came  to  Columbus  and  worked  for  one  season  with  Carl  Kramer.  He  was  afterward 
awny  from  the  city  until  1892  but  since  that  year  has  resided  continuously  in  Co- 
lumbus, where  he  has  made  a  creditable  position  in  business  circles.  For  twelve 
years  he  worked  at  his  trade  with  C.  A.  I>indstrum  and  in  190^  he  established  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  ;ind  under  liis  own  name  but  in  1912  was  joined  by  Adolph 
Berger,  under  the  firm  style  of  Palmer  (!t  Berger.  They  conduct  a  merchant  tailor- 
ing business,  making  suits  to  order,  and  also  do  cleaning,  dyeing  and  repairing.  They 
make  a  specialty  of  Panama  hats  and  in  addition  to  their  other  lines  conduct  a  laun- 
dry, doing  rough  dry  and  family  washing.  They  have  secured  a  liberal  and  well 
merited  patronage,  tiieir  business   now   haviiii;   r(  ulit d   i  xttiisive  proportions. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  1893.  in  Columbus.  N,lai-,k  ,.  Mr.  Palmer  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Frances  L.  Tiffany,  a  daught.  r  ,,f  ,l,.Mph  C.  and  Jennie  B.  Tif- 
fany, who  took  up  their  abode  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Platte  county  in  1868. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  three  children,  namely:  Mildred,  who 
is  eighteen  years  old;  and  Carl  and  Mary,  who  are  fourteen  and  eleven  years  of  age 
nspc  ( ti\  (  ly.  Mr.  Palim  r  is  ;i  ri]uiblican  but  without  aspiration  for  office.  Frater- 
nally 111  is  iDiiin  etc  (1  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Benevolent 
Proti  iti\  I-  Ordi  r  of  Elks,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
to  wiiich  he  loyally  adheres,  guiding  his  life  by  its  teachings. 


WILLIAM  J.  HAVERLAND. 

William  J.  Haverland,  who  carries  on  general  farming  on  section  27,  Humphrey 
township,  was  born  in  Carroll,  Iowa,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1879,  a  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Caroline  Haferland.  wlio  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.     He  was 

r^■ar(■d  and  rduc.iti  d  in  his  ii,i(i\<-  county,  having  the  usual  experiences  of  the  farm 
lad  who  divides  his  time  b,  tw,  ,n  the  work  of  the  fields,  the  duties  of  the  school- 
room .-nid  thr  ).l.  asiirrs  of  tlic  iilaygnuiud.  Me  continued  on  the  old  home  farm  with 
his  l;illirr  inilil  he  n  aclicd  tlic  :iixr  of  Iwrnty-onc  vi  .irs.  when  he  went  to  work  as  a 
tr.iM  linn'  s.ilcMii.in  for  llir  C.isr  M;iehinc  C'onip.iny.  'i'lirough  the  summer  and  fall 
nKinths  h,'  also  .ini,i-.(l  in  li;.rvr,linj;  and  still  Morks  .-ilong  that  line.  At  the  age 
of  Iwcnty-live  yr.ns  !n  |,„,k  ,li;,i-r  of  thr  hoiii,-  |i1;ut  and  has  since  largely  con- 
centrated his  tinu'  ,iP(l  rnrvijies  iipoii  its  fiii'tlier  development  and  improvement, 
cultivating  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  wliieh  he  has  converted  into  highly 
productive  fields  and  from  which  he  annually  gathers  good  harvests.  The  place  is 
situated  on  section  27,  Humphrey  township,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  attractive 
features  of  the  landscape. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  1905,  Mr.  Haverland  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Braun,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eva  (Scheidemantel)  Braun.  They  have 
become  parents  of  four  children:  Maurice  W..  born  July  12.  1906;  M.  Isabella,  Jan- 
uary 7,  1908;  Dorothy,  December  12,  1910:  and  Florence,  April  26,  1913. 
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Mr.  Haverland  and  his  family  are  adherents  of  the  Catholic  faith  and  he  holds 
niembersliip  witli  tlie  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  does  not  ally  himself  with  any  po- 
litical party  hut  vutt  ■,  iui](  jxiukntly  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  and 
desires.  Analyzing  liis  liii-.  it  is  seen  that  his  success  is  the  direct  and  legitimate 
outcome  of  ptrsistent,  earnest  labor. 


PETER  LUBISCHER. 


Since  starting  out  in  life  on  his  own  account  Peter  Lubiseher  has  steadily  worked 
his  way  upward  until  he  has  gained  a  place  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Gran- 
ville township,  wlicre  he  now  makes  his  home,  owning  land  on  sections  23  and  24. 
He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born  AFareli  I.t.  ISKi.  and  his  parents.  Pliillip  and 
Anna    (Rous)    l.ubisrh.r.   win-   .-.Is.,   n.itivs   ,.f   tbit    rnnntn.      Th.-    lalbrr    followed 

December  31,  ISS.",.  He  had  for  tbre-  decades  survived  bis  wife,  wlio  died  on  the 
22d  of  May,   18.55. 

Peter  Lubiseher  was  reared  and  educated  in  Germany,  remaining  with  his 
jiarents  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  when  he  started  out  to  earn  his  own  living, 
working  as  a  farm  hand.  He  was  afterward  employed  in  factories  of  that  country 
to  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  when  in  1872  he  determined  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
new  world,  attracted  by  the  favorable  reports  which  he  had  heard  concerning 
business  conditions  and  advantages  in  America.  He  therefore  bade  adieu  to  friends 
and  fatherland  and  sailed  for  the  United  States.  For  a  brief  period  he  resided  in 
Cliicago  and  then  went  into  the  country,  working  as  a  farm  hand  until  1878.  In 
that  year  lie  returned  to  Germany  to  visit  his  parents,  but  in  1879  again  came  to 
America,  securing  employment  in  a  brewery  at  Omaha.  He  also  worked  in  a 
lumber  and  eoal  yard  there,  continuing  his  residence  in  that  city  until  1889,  when 
lie  arrived  in  Platte  county  and  invested  his  savings— tb,-  r,  suit  of  liis  industry 
and  economy— in  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  23.  Cr.iiiville  l.nvnsbip.  This 
was  the  first  property  which  he  ever  owned  and  it  was  with  unicli  jdeasure  that  he 
set  about  developing  and  improving  the  tract.  Later  lie  added  to  it  by  the  purchase 
of  sixty  acres  adjoining  on  section  24,  and  he  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  further  development  and  improvement  of  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  He  lias  brought  his  fields  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  his  place 
presents  a  neat  and  thrifty  appearance.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers 
Elevator   Com|3any    of    Humplirey. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  1886,  Mr.  Lubiseher  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Catherine  Nick,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Catherine  (Rothenberger)  Nick,  who  were 
natives  of  Germany.  Mrs.  Lubiseher  was  born  February  6,  1866.  Her  father  was 
a  farmer  and  never  came  to  the  new  world,  passing  away  in  Genu  iii\  .  S,  |)l(  inber 
23,  1898.  His  wife  had  died  on  the  24tb  of  November,  1887.  1  li.  ii-  .Imoliter 
Catherine  was  a  young  woman  of  eighteen  years  when  in  1881-  she  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  the  United  States.  She  worked  out  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  until  her 
marriage  and  since  that  time  has  carefully  managed  her  household  interests.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lubiseher  have  been  born  ten  children:  Annie,  the  wife  of  Barney 
I\IcDermott,  a   farmer  living  in   iSladison  county,  Nebraska;   Catherine,  the  wife  of 
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William  Olmer,  who  follows  farming  in  Granville  township ;  Sophie,  who  is  engaged 
in  dressmaking  and  lives  at  home;  Elizabeth,  a  nurse,  residing  in  Omaha;  and 
John,  Mary,  Phillip,  Monica,  Francis  and  Richard,  all  yet  under  the  parental  roof. 
The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Lubischer  is  independent,  holding  himself  free  from  part}"^  ties  in  order 
that  he  may  vote  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment.  While  he  came  to 
America  a  young  man,  empty  handed,  he  is  toda}-  numbered  among  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Granville  township,  his  life  indicating  what  may  be  accomplished  when 
there  is  the  will  to  dare  and  to  do. 


JOSEPH  F.  DISTERHAUPT. 

Joseph  F.  Disterhaupt,  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  V.  T.  Mills  of  Humphrey, 
is  numbered  among  the  progressive,  enterprising  and  successful  business  men  of  his 
city.  He  was  bom  in  Dodge,  Nebraska,  February  2,  1875,  a  son  of  William  and 
Frances  (Karnik)  Disterhaupt.  The  father,  a  native  of  Germany,  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  in  his  native  land  until  1872,  when  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America  and  made  his  way  to  Dodge  county,  Nebraska,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  many  years.  His  wife  is  a  native  of  Bohemia,  and  they 
are  now  well  known  residents  of  Dodge,  Nebraska,  where  Mr.  Disterhaupt  is 
living  retired. 

Joseph  F.  Disterhaupt  attended  the  common  schools  in  his  native  count}'  and 
on  attaining  his  majority  began  farming  for  himself,  purchasing  land  near  Howells, 
Nebraska,  where  he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  for  nine  years.  He 
then  went  to  Atkinson,  Nebraska,  where  he  purchased  a  stock  ranch,  continuing 
there  for  six  years,  and  on  the  9th  of  May,  1913,  he  came  to  Humphrey,  trading 
a  half  section  of  land  for  the  mill  which  he  now  owns  and  which  was  formerly 
the  property  of  Vanderheiden  Brothers,  who  were  operating  it  at  the  time.  Mr. 
Disterhaupt  at  once  took  charge  and  has  since  carried  on  the  business,  being  now 
actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  Winky-eye  flour,  a  high 
grade  product.  Cream  Loaf  flour,  also  a  high  grade  product,  and  Teddy  Bear  flour, 
a  second  grade  product.  He  has  built  up  a  fine  trade  throughout  this  part  of 
Nebraska,  having  a  large  sale  for  the  different  brands  of  flour  which  he  makes. 
He  also  buys  and  sells  grain,  and  tliat  branch  of  his  business  contributes  in  con- 
siderable measure  to  his  income. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1896,  Mr.  Disterhaupt  was  married  to  ^Nliss  Josephine 
Tresnak,  a  daughter  of  Anton  and  Anna  (Franeel)  Tresnak.  Her  father,  a  native 
of  Bohemia,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1884  and  established  his  home  upon  a 
farm  near  Dodge,  Nebraska,  where  he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  for 
some  time,  but  afterward  removed  to  Atkinson,  Nebraska,  where  he  is  now  living. 
His  wife  died  upon  the  Dodge  county  farm  in  1895.  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Disterhaupt 
were  married  in  Dodge,  Nebraska,  by  the  Rev.  Father  Bruseh,  pastor  of  St,  Wen- 
sel's  Catholic  church  of  that  place,  and  they  have  become  parents  of  four  children: 
Mary,  who  was  born  January  30,  1899;  Joseph,  born  February  3,  1901;  Frank, 
born   December  23,   1903;  and  Eddie.  December  22,   1909, 

Mr.    and    Mrs.    Disterliaupt    are    members    of    St.    Francis    Catholic    cl)urch    of 
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Humplirej',  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party,  whicli  finds 
in  liini  a  stalwart  champion.  He  concentrates  his  energies,  however,  upon  tlie 
operation  of  the  mill  and  the  conduct  of  the  business,  in  which  he  is  assisted  by 
his  eldest  son  Joseph.  Resolution  and  energy  enable  him  to  overcome  all  diffi- 
culties and  obstacles  in  his  path  and,  working  his  way  upward  along  legitimate 
business  lines,  he  is  now  classed  with  tlic  substantial  citizens  of  Humphrey. 


ARTHUR  M.  GRAY. 


During  tlie  past  twenty-three  years  Arthur  M.  Gray  has  been  actively  and  suc- 
cessfully identified  with  mercantile  interests  of  Columbus  as  proprietor  of  an  up- 
to-date  and  well  patronized  shoe  store.  His  birth  occurred  in  Arlington,  Illinois, 
on  the  28th  of  June,  1869,  his  parents  being  Sidney  C.  and  Rowena  R.  (Ransom) 
(irav.  of  whom  more  extended  mention  is  made  on  another  page  of  this  work  in 
>'onneetion  with  tlir  sk,  trh  of  Clinton  C.  Gray,  brother  of  our  subject. 

In  tlie  ai(niii(iii<  III  o)  .in  education  Arthur  M.  Gray  attended  high  school  at 
Princeton,  Illinois,  .nul  in  ISSl  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  Columbus, 
Nebraska.  Subsequently  hr  sp.iit  two  yr.-irs  ;it  work  on  .i  rittlc  r.uicli  in  this  county 
.■ind  was  then  for  tlir.r  yr:>r^  ,  .,i|)loy,(l  .is  Iniokk.  ,  p,  i-  in  tlir  lirst  X.-.tional  Bank 
of  Columbus.  In  IS!)-,'  W  ,i„l..-n-k,a  in  biisiiuss  in  .•■ssori.-.tion  willi  ,(ohn  (irillin 
as  a  dealer  in  f nriiisliiiius  .■uul  shoes,  the  firm  of  Griffin  ,v  Gr.iy  e-xistin-  tor  two 
years  or  until  tin-  smicn-  p.irtner  sold  out  to  Sidney  C.  (h:iy.  llir  l.itlu  r  of  our 
subject,  who  rrin.iined  in  tlu-  business  for  about  a  year.  Since  tli.-U  tinir  llie  est.iblish- 
ment  has  been  conducted  under  the  name  of  A.  M.  Gray,  who  has  built  up  an  exten- 
sive and  profitable  enterprise,  being  accorded  a  most  enviable  patronage.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Commercial  National  Bank  of  Columbus. 

In  November,  189G.  in  Colnmlms,  Mr.  Gray  was  united  in  marriage  to  :\Iiss 
Clara  L.  Lehman,  her  f.itlirr  lu  iiij;  George  Lehman,  an  old  settler  and  one  of  the 
best  known  hotel  men  in  the  st.itc  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren.  Artlinr   M..  Jr.,  and  Lucile. 

!Mr.  (ii-.ix  niMs  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  while  his  relig- 
ious faitli  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  church.  He  is  a  man  of  marked  strength  of  char- 
acter, genial  disposition  and  genuine  worth  and  enjoys  the  unqualified  respect  and 
ooodwiU  of  his   fellowmen. 


FRIEDRICH  MULLER. 

h'riedrich  Miiller,  who  carries  on  general  farming  on  section  28,  Bismark  town- 
shi]),  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1819,  and  spent  the  first 
twenty  years  of  his  life  in  the  land  of  his  nativity.  The  favorable  reports  which 
reached  him  concerning  America  and  her  opportunities  led  him  to  determine  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  new  world,  and  in  1859  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  land 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  sailed  for  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  who 
established  the  family  home  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin.     There  they  remained  for 
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two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  came,  in  1871,  to  Platte  county,  where 
the  father  homesteaded  eighty  acres,  which  was  the  nucleus  of  our  subject's  present 
fine  farm.  A  difficult  task  awaited  them  in  developing  and  cultivating  the  new 
land,  but  strenuous  labor  did  not  deter  them  and  the  persistent,  earnest  effort  which 
was  put   forth  soon  converted   the   place   into   rich  and   productive  fields. 

As  time  passed  and  Friedrieh  Miiller's  financial  resources  increased  he  added 
to  his  holdings  by  the  purchase  of  an  additional  tract  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  and  he  has  since  also  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Colfax  county, 
so  that  now  he  owns  altogether  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  rich  and  valuable 
land  in  this  part  of  the  state.  On  his  farm  stand  a  comfortable  residence  and 
substantial  barns  and  outbuildings.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  including  the 
raising  of  cattle  and  hogs,  and  his  business  is  carefully,  wisely  and  successfully 
managed. 

On  October  23,  1879,  Mr.  Miiller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Magdalena 
Karlin,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Martha,  now  the  wife  of 
Frank  Aerni,  living  in  this  county;  Adolph,  who  married  Mary  Shutt  and  is  now 
farming  in  Bismark  township;  Louise,  the  wife  of  Albert  Aerni.  farming  in  tliis 
state;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Edwin  Ahrens,  living  in  Bismark  township:  Carl  F., 
whose  home  is  in  Colfax  count}',  Nebraska;  Albert,  upon  the  home  farm;  Minnie, 
the  wife  of  Alfred  Berchtold  of  Columbus  township;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Edward 
Ahrens,  of  Bismark  township;  Rosa,  the  wife  of  Otto  Held,  of  Columbus;  and 
Magdalena,  at  home.  Theirs  is  a  notable  family  record  in  that  the  circle  yet 
remains  unbroken  by  the  hand  of  death. 

Mr.  Muller  is  independent  in  polities  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
German  Lutlieran  church.  He  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  determination 
to  establish  his  home  in  Nebraska,  for,  while  earnest  work  awaited  him  here  in  the 
development  and  improvement  of  his  farm,  he  has  gradually  advanced  along  well 
defined  lines  of  labor  and  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  citizens 
of  Platte  county. 


ANTON  VOGEL. 


Anton  Vogel,  of  Columbus,  is  a  retired  baker,  having  in  1912  put  aside  the 
active  work  of  the  trade  in  which  he  had  so  long  been  engaged  and  which  brouglit 
to  him  a  substantial  measure  of  prosperity.  A  native  of  Germany,  he  was  born  at 
I-auda,  Baden,  in  1860,  a  son  of  Anton  and  Katherine  (Kopf)  Vogel,  in  whose 
family  were  seven  children,  of  whom  three  are  yet  living. 

The  son  Anton  acquired  a  common-school  education  in  his  native  land,  in 
which  he  remained  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when  in  1879  he  came  to  America 
to  join  his  brother  Marcus,  who  was  a  resident  of  Columbus,  Nebraska,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  bakery  business.  In  1880  Anton  Vogel  secured  a  position  in  a 
bakery  in  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  1884,  and  after  his  return  to 
Columbus  he  worked  for  his  brother  in  the  bakery  for  ten  years.  In  1896  he  pur- 
chased the  business,  which  he  conducted  with  substantial  and  growing  success  for 
sixteen  years,  enjoying  a  large  and  gratifying  patronage.  Because  of  the  excel- 
Itnce  of  his  product  and  the  reliability  of  his  business  methods  he  gained  a  most 
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gratifying  trade  and  when  he  retired  in  1912  he  was  the  possessor  of  a  substantial 
capital  that  had  come  to  him  as  the  direct  reward  of  his  labors  and  careful  busi- 
ness management. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1896,  Mr.  Vogel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Maggie  Schmitz,  her  father  being  Joseph  Schmitz,  an  old  resident  of  Platte 
county,  Nebraska.  To  them  was  born  a  daughter,  Margaret,  who  died  in  April, 
1910.  In  politics  Mr.  Vogel  has  always  been  a  democrat  but  never  an  active 
partisan  nor  an  office  seeker.  He  belongs  to  the  Catholic  church  and  contributes 
generously  to  its  support.  He  still  owns  the  building  now  occupied  by  the  Imig 
Brotiiers  Bakery  and  he  has  other  property  holdings  which  return  to  him  a  good 
income,  enabling  him  to  live  retired.  He  has  never  li.-id  occasion  to  regret  his 
determination  to  come  to  the  new  world  and  he  fduiul  tli.it  re  ])tirts  concerning 
business  conditions  here  had  not  been  exaggerated.  Hr  Inouglil  with  iiiin  no  false 
idea  that  prosperity  was  to  be  had  for  the  asking,  but  he  .^ooii  (Iniionstrated  the 
fact  that  in  this  country  there  is  no  bar  to  progress  for  the  aniliitidiis.  i mrgrtic 
young  man  and  as  the  years  passed  he  gradually  worked  his  way  ii|)\v,ini.  n  iii.iiu- 
ing  for  a  long  period  proprietor  of  one  of  the  foremost  bakery  establishments  of 
Platte  county. 


HARRY  H.  CRUICKSHANK. 

Harry  H.  Cruickshank  is  local  manager  at  Cornlea  for  the  Crowell  Lumber  & 
Grain  ('oni])aiiy.  He  operates  an  elevator  at  Cornlea  and  controls  the  business, 
which  under  his  direction  has  been  steadily  growing.  He  was  born  in  Dodge 
county,  Nebraska,  February  27,  1889,  a  .son  of  James  M.  and  Mary  (Davidson) 
Cruickshank,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Scotland.  After  coming  to  America 
the  father  took  up  railroad  work  and  served  as  a  conductor  on  the  Union  Pacific 
for  sixteen  years  and  also  for  a  number  of  years  was  with  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western Railroad  Company.  Called  to  public  office,  he  filled  the  position  of  clerk 
of  tlie  district  court  of  Dodge  county,  Nebraska,  at  Fremont  for  eight  years,  the 
capability  which  he  displayed  in  his  first  term  leading  to  his  reelection.  With  iiis 
retirement  from  office  he  retired  from  active  business  life  and  was  living  ,it  North 
Bend,  Nebraska,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1912.  His  wife  had 
passed  away  in  Dodge  county,  Nebraska,  in  1897.  They  were  people  of  the  highest 
respectability  and  enjoyed  the  friendship  and  warm  regard  of  all  with  whom  they 
came  in  contact.  They  had  a  family  of  five  children,  namely;  George,  who  is  a 
resident  of  North  Bend,  Nebraska;  Agnes,  living  in  Omaha;  Mary,  of  Fremont; 
and  Arthur,  who  also  resides  in  Omaha. 

Harry  H.  Cruickshank,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  attended  the  district  scliool 
in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Dodge  county,  and  also  the  Fremont  graded  school 
and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  he  began  farming  on  his  father's  place.  In  1010 
he  removed  to  Deuel  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  carried  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  for  a  year.  He  afterward  removed  to  Snyder,  Nebraska,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years,  acting  as  local  manager  of  the  Farmers  Telephone  Company  and  for 
one  year  worked  in  the  Snyder  Roller  Mills.  In  June.  1911.,  he  came  to  Cornlea 
and    took    charge    as    manager    of   the    elevator    of    the    Crowell    Lumber    &    Grain 
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md  handles 
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Company.     He  remains  in  this  connectio 

and   twenty-five   car   loads   of   grain.      He   not   only   buys   and   sells   grain   but  also 

coal  and  hogs  and  is  in  control  of  an  extensive  and  growing  business. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  1910,  Mr.  Cruickshank  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  Jones,  a  daughter  of  Cassamer  and  Sarah  Jones,  both  of  whom  now  reside 
at  Uehling.  Nebraska,  where  the  former  owns  and  operates  a  dray  line.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cruickshank  have  one  child,  Cecil,  born  July   13,  1915. 

Tlie  parents  are  members  of  a  Presbyterian  church  in  Dodge  county  and  socially 
they  are  highly  esteemed  wherever  known.  In  politics  Mr.  Cruickshank  is  a 
democrat  and  fraternally  he  has  connection  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  at  Snyder,  Nebraska.  He  greatly  enjoys  .ithlttios  and  manly  outdoor 
sjJorts  and  is  a  member  of  the  Cornlea  Baseball  t'lul>.  wliih  at  Snyder,  in  1912, 
he  threv/  Anton  Stecker,  brother  of  Joe  Steckcr.  the  world's  cliampion,  in  three 
minutes  in  a  wrestling  bout.  \Miilo  uri.itly  interested  in  these  things,  he  never 
allows  them  to  interfere  with  liis  Imsinrss  duiies.  He  is  fortunate  in  possessing 
character  and  ability  that  commaiHJ  i(s|nit  ,iiid  the  simple  weight  of  his  character 
and  abilitv  has  carried  him  into  important  business   relations. 
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(l.aehnit)  Smith,  the  former  a  native  of  Holland  and  the 
f  ithir  was  a  fisherman  in  the  old  countrj-,  but  when  a 
oiiea  ami  look  up  his  abode  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he 
r  IS  a  111  over.  He  afterward  continued  his  westward 
.  \(  liiMski.  where  he  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
sihi  ,1,(1  .,,,  s,,tion  36,  Granville  township.  With  charac- 
,,,,l  ii,i|>ro\  i'lt;  the  place  and  devoted  his  remaining  daj's 
,    .111(1    development,   making  it   a    iiroduetive    and   valuable 

II  tl„  12th  of  April,  1902,  the  eonnminity  lost  a  worthy 
i\(s   and  now  makes  her  home   m   Humiilirey. 

III  liis  youthful  days  under  the  parental  roof,  meeting  with 
ll,  lirm  boy  who  divides  his  time  between  the  work  of  the 
it  of  an  education.  He  attended  the  district  schools  and 
I  in  the  parochial  school  at  Humphrey.  When  his  text- 
became  active  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  which  he  now 

He  is  busily  engaged  in  its  further  cultivation  and  his 
r  the  excellent  appearance  of  the  farm,  which  is  a  well 


kept  property.  His  sister  Mary  acts  as  his  housekeeper.  There  are  six  children 
in  the  family:  William,  now  a  resident  of  Humphrey;  Joseph  W. ;,  Mary;  Anthony, 
.also  living  in  Humphrey;  and  Clara  and  George,  who  are  with  their  mother. 

Jose])h  W.  Smith  is  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  church  and  belongs  to  the 
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Catholic  Order  of  Foresters,  while  his  23olitital  allegiance  is  given  to  the  demo- 
cratic party.  He  has  always  lived  in  Platte  county,  where  he  has  worked  steadily 
and  persistently  to  gain  a  living  and  lay  up  something  for  the  future.  Life  is  to 
him   purposeful   and  his   efforts   have   brought  good  results. 


A. 
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I  long  period  was  identified 
ful  conduct  of  liis  farming 
interests  won  success,  whereby  he  is  enabled  to  rest  without  further  recourse  to 
affairs  to  yield  him  a  comfortable  living.  Born  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
his  natal  day  was  Februarj'  29,  1815,  his  parents  being  Conrad  and  Magdalena 
(Houge)  Zeller,  who  were  also  natives  of  Germanv.  In  early  life  the  parents 
came  to  the  new  world  and  settled  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  The  father  was  a 
blacksmith  and  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  long  period  in  New  Jersey  but  finally 
riniovcd  to  the  middle  west,  settling  in  Jones  county,  Iowa,  where  he  lived  retired 
for  a  considerable  period.  He  then  returned  to  New  Jersey,  where  he  passed 
away  in  February,  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  having  long  survived 
his  wife,  who  died  in   :8.55. 

A.  J.  Zeller  spent  his  youthful  days  in  his  native  country  and  in  New  Jersey 
and  acquired  a  public-school  education.  He  continued  with  his  parents  until  he 
attained  his  majority  and  tluii  n  inox nl  westward  to  Jones  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  rented  land  for  a  time.  H.  next  piirciiased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and 
thereon  followed  general  farming  until  IS8-2,  when  he  removed  to  Nebraska, 
settling  in  Platte  county.  He  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section 
•i,  Creston  township,  and  with  characteristic  energy  began  to  till  the  soil,  for  at 
that  period  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made  upon  the 
place.  He  afterward  rented  the  land  and  has  continued  to  lease  it  to  the  present 
time.  Having  purchased  two  hundred  acres  just  across  the  line  in  Madison 
county,  he  also  rents  that  property  and  deriv  s  thcrt  from  a  good  income.  He  also 
had  eighty  acres  more  in  Creston  township,  adjoinint;  the  town,  which  he  gave 
to  his  son.  Erecting  a  fine  residence  in  Creston,  hv  li.is  since  made  his  home  in 
the  city  and  is  widely  and  f.-.vorilily  known  there,  taking  an  active  and  helpful 
interest  in  all  affairs   calculatrd   to  benefit  the  community. 

On  November  '29,  ISC't,  Mr.  Zeller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Monica 
Wolf,  a  daughter  of  Kadros  and  Christina  (Zeller)  Wolf,  who  were  natives  of 
Germany.  I'hey  came  from  Germany  in  early  life  and  settled  in  New  York, 
where  the  father  soon  afterward  passed  away,  his  death  occurring  in  1852.  The 
mother  married  again  and  became  a  resident  of  St.  Louis.  Her  second  husband  died 
in  thiit  city,  after  which  she  and  her  children  went  to  Jones  county.  low.i,  where 
she  now  makes  her  home.  She  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of  liijlity-tiiiht  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zeller  have  become  the  parents  of  five  children:  Mary  M.,  the  wife 
of  S.  T.  Firming,  a  banker  of  Creston;  Addie,  the  wife  of  Henry  Cashman, 
living  with  h-r  father;  Fred,  a  farmer  of  Creston  township;  Frank,  who  was  a 
twin  brother  of  Fred  and  died  in  1892;  and  Ida,  who  was  a  twin  .sister  of  Addie 
and  died   in  January,   1875. 
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III  his  political  views  Mr.  Zeller  has  always  been  an  earnest  democrat  and 
has  served  on  the  town  board  in  Creston  but  otherwise  has  not  held  nor  sought 
public  office.  He  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  to  the 
Methodist  church,  and  an  honorable,  upright  life  has  won  for  him  the  high  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact,  while  in  business  affairs  his 
capable  management  and  wise  investments  have  gained  for  him  substantial  and 
well  merited  prosperity. 


JAMES  G.  LEE. 


Business  enterprise  in  Platte  Center  finds  a  worthy  representative  in  James 
G.  Lee.  who  is  conducting  a  restaurant  there  and  who  closely  and  carefully 
watches  (i\(  r  liis  liusiiuss,  seeking  success  along  well  defined  lines  of  trade.  Ne- 
braska cl.iinis  liim  as  a  native  son,  for  his  birth  occurred  upon  a  farm  near 
Schuyler  on  the  11th  of  November,  1885.  His  parents,  Patrick  and  Anna  Lee, 
were  early  settlers  of  Colfax  county  and  the  father  is  now  living  ;it  Lee  this  state, 
but  the  mother  is  deceased.  He  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Coltax 
county,  dividing  his  time  between  the  mastery  of  the  lessons  therein  taught  and  farm 
work  in  the  firlds  as  he  assisted  his  father  in  cultivating  the  home  place.  He  was 
actively  identified  with  farming  in  Colfax  county  until  1907,  when  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  he  removed  to  Platte  county,  wlui-c  for  a  time  he  carried  on 
farm  work.  Later  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Platte  C<  iiti  r  ar.d  engaged  in  the  aray 
and  transfer  business  but  eventually  purchased  tlie  restaurant  of  which  he  is  now 
proprietor.  He  caters  to  the  wishes  of  the  people,  supplies  his  table  with  the 
best  the  market  affords  and  is  now  enjoying  a  liberal  patronage. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1905,  Mr.  Lee  was  united  in  marriage  to  ]\Iiss  Josephine 
Hennessy,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Hennes'sy  of  Platte  Center.  They  have 
one  son,  James  Francis  Ronald,  who  was  born  on  the  11th  of  April,  1910.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lee  are  communicants  of  the  Catholic  faith  and  he  is  a  democrat  in  his 
political  vicMs.  His  life  has  been  quietly  passed  without  any  spectacular  phases 
or  connections.  He  has  depended  upon  business  for  the  attainment  of  success,  and 
close  apjilication  and  indefatigable  energy  have  been  used  as  the  salient  features  to 
win   for  him   a  comfortable  competence. 


JOHN    RUDOLPH    LUSCHEN. 

John  Rudolph  Luschen  is  identified  with  business  interests  of  Columbus  as 
jjroprietor  of  a  large  and  well  appointed  grocery  establishment.  His  birth  occurred 
at  Shellcrcek,  Colfax  county,  Nebraska,  on  the  8th  of  November,  1873,  his  parents 
being  John  H.  and  Anna  Maria  (Borchers)  Luschen,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Saagc,  Oldenburg,  Germany,  and  were  married  at  Gross  Kneten,  in  the  grand 
duchy  of  Oldenburg.  The  father,  born  in  1833,  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  August,  1SC9.  ,ind  took  up  his  abode  at  Shellcreek,  Colfax  county,  Nebraska, 
where  he  still  makes  his  home.     The  mother  passed  away  on  the  1st  of  June,  1900. 
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John  H.  Liitjeliischen,  the.  grandfather  of  our  subject,  emigrated  to  America  in 
curapany  with  John  H.  Liitjeliischen  and  passed  away  in  1876  when  eight3--eight 
years  of  age,  wliile  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  was  the 
oldest  man  buried  in  Platte  cemetery. 

John  Rudolph  Luschen  attended  school  at  the  old  Becker  &  Welch  mill  in 
Shdl  Creek  township  and  after  putting  aside  his  textbooks  followed  farming  until 
1900.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  and  he  engaged  in  the  stock 
business,  buying  cattle,  etc.,  until  1908.  Subsequently  he  returned  to  his  farm  in 
this  county,  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  three  years  or  until  1913,  when 
]u'  returned  to  Columbus  and  purchased  a  grocery-  store  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted.     He  carries  an  extensive  line  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries  and  is  accorded 
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Xebr.iska,  in  October,  1884,  and  established  cement  works,  making  the  enterprise 
one  of  continued  and  substantial  success.  He  put  in  nearly  all  of  the  cement 
walks  in  and  around  Columbus  and  also  built  cement  walks  in  soni,  «{  th,  sm  liUr 
towns  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  had  a  well  equipped  plant  sn|ipliiii  with  the 
latest  improved  machinery  to  facilitate  the  work,  and  as  the  years  jiassed  he 
carefully  managed  his  interests  so  that  his  product  found  a  ready  sale  upon  the 
market.  He  continued  active  in  the  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
December  22,   1913. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1885,  Mr.  Glur  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna 
Urech,  who  was  born  December  27,  1860,  her  parents  being  John  and  Elizabeth 
Urech,  of  Canton  Aargau,  Switzerland.  In  June,  1884,  she  came  alone  to  the 
new    world   and   by    lier   marriage   she   has   become  the   mother   of   nine  children,  as 
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follows:  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Egger,  of  this  county;  Bertha,  at 
home;  Anna,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  William  Ernst,  of  Columbus. 
Nebraska ;  ]\Iinnie,  who  wedded  T.  F.  Askew,  of  Ogden,  Utah ;  John  and  Rosa,  both 
at  home;  Lena,  the  wife  of  Lewis  Criss,  of  Benedict,  Nebraska;  and  Jacob  and  Carl, 
also  at  home. 

Mr.  Glur  was  a  democrat  in  his  political  views  and  kept  well  informed  con- 
cerning the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  He  belonged  also  to  the  Maennerchor 
Society,  to  the  Swiss  Venin  .uul  t..  tlif  Mod.  rn  WooduKii  camp.  In -all  of  these 
organizations  he  was  popular,  lor  lu  li  ul  tin  faculty  cf  making  friends  owing  to 
his  kindly  spirit  and  many  ocuid  <iualili<  s.  Ilr  mvtr  regretted  his  determination 
to  come  to  the  new  world,  for  here  he  found  good  business  opportunities  and  in 
their  utilization  worked  his  way  steadily  upward,  so  that  his  daily  toil  returned 
to  him  a  good  living. 


GEORGE   BORCHER. 


The  jjopulation  of  Columbus  includes  a  large  percentage  of  retired  farmers — 
men  who  have  recognized  and  iiiipriivc d  the  aij,rieult\ir,il  ad\  autages  offered  by 
Platte  county  and  who  have  gained  tin  ri  iiy  sulistaiitial  sucei  ss.  For  a  considerable 
period  George  Borcher  carried  on  ueiieral  ajirieiiltiiral  ])ursuits  and  became  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land.  He  belongs  to  the  German  colony 
that  came  from  Oldenburg,  his  birth  having  there  occurred  on  tlie  21st  of  July. 
18.52.  His  parents  were  John  and  Anna  (Eilis)  Borcher,  who  were  also  natives 
of  the  fatherland.  The  former  was  a  laborer  and  never  came  to  the  United  States. 
his  death  occurring  in  Germany,  in  1867,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  forty- 
George  Borcher  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  children. 
After  attending  school  in  his  native  country  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  there  until 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Macon  county,  Illinois,  in  1881.  Again 
he  secured  employment  on  a  farm,  remaining  in  that  locality  until  1886,  when  he 
removed  to  Shelby  county,  Iowa,  living  near  Defiance.  He  was  identified  with 
farming  interests  of  that  locality  until  1892,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in 
Platte  county.  He  first  rented  land  mar  Tarnov  in  Burrows  township  but  after 
tliree  years  n  nun  (  d  to  tile  \ieinity  of  I'latte  Center,  where  he  rented  and  occupied 
a  farm  for  six  years.  During  all  this  time  he  was  carefully  saving  his  earnings 
and  at  length  his  industry  and  economy  enabled  him  to  purchase  land.  He  then 
invested  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Sherman  township  and  carried  on 
general  agricultural  pursuits  in  most  successful  manner  until  he  put  aside  business 
cares,   removing  to  Columbus   in    1914. 

In  IBS.")  Mr.  Borcher  wedded  Miss  Lena  Hulsebus,  who  was  born  in  Friesland, 
Germany,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Prehm)  Hulsebus.  Her  father  owned 
a  small  tract  of  land  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Germany  but  before  his  marriage 
was  a  sailor  and  as  a  member  of  the  crew  of  old-time  sailing  vessels  visited  many 
of  the  larger  seaports  of  the  world.  Of  the  Baptist  church  he  was  an  active  mem- 
ber. Mr.  and  j\Irs.  Borcher  have  become  parents  of  a  daughter  and  son:  Mary, 
the  wife  of  August  Woodlich  by  whom  she  has  one  child.  George;  and  John,  who  is 
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larried  and  lives  on  a   farm  in  Platte  county.     A  niece,  Miss  Anna  Borther.  now 
lakes  iier  home  with  ]\lr.  and  Mrs.  George  Borcher. 

The  rcli-ious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  German  Baptist  church  and  Mr. 
lorcher  aided  in  organizing  the  congregation  which  met  near  his  home  when  he 
'as  u 1  the   farm.      He  held  various  olfiees   in  tiie  einireh  and  at  all  times  he  has 


JOSEPH  G.  MUETIXG. 

Joseph  G.  Mueting  is  a  leading  merchant  of  Cornlea,  where  he  is  also  filling 
the  position  of  postmast<  r.  In  tlie  eoniniunity  where  he  lives  he  is  n  engnizid  as 
a  man  of  influence  and  tlir  part  «liieh  hr  lias  played  has  constitulrd  an  inipnrtant 
one  in  advancing  tlie  ni.itcrial  iiit,  r.sts  of  tlu-  district.  He  has  ever  (lis],layed 
sterling  <|Ualili,s.  uliid,  liav,-  won  Inv  him  lagard.  and  his  c.nrsr  is  one  which 
may  well  l.e  followed  liy  otii,  rs.  II,-  was  l,u-n  in  Clayt.m  eonnty.  Iowa,  August 
n,'  1S7'J,  a  son  of  John  and  I'nderiea  (Sehutte)  Mdeting,  hoth  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Germany.  The  father  came  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1861  and  made 
his  way  to  Clayton  county,  low.i,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  many 
years.  However,  he  carefully  saved  his  earnings,  being  ambitous  to  engage  in 
farming  on  his  own  account,  and  eventually  his  capital  was  sufficient  to  enable 
him  to  iiurehase  land,  which  lie  owned  and  cultivated  until  1880.  He  then  disposed 
of  iiis  Iowa  pro|ierty  and  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  made  other 
investi.iriits  in  land  in  Burrows  township.  This  he  continued  to  improve  and 
develop,  ennv.  rting  it  into  one  of  the  excellent  farms  of  the  district,  and  thereon 
he  spi  nt  liis  nniaining  days,  his  death  occurring  in  1895,  when  he  had  reached  the 
age  of  sixty  on,  y,ars.  His  wife  survived  him  for  two  decades,  dying  in  May, 
191. T.  .-it   th,'  :r^r  ,.f  s,  viiity-lhr,,-  yars. 

Josejiii  (i.  Mueting  was  a  little  lad  of  eight  summers  at  the  time  of  the  removal 
of  tlie  family  to  Nebraska,  so  that  his  education  was  largely  acquired  in  the  district 
schools  of  Platte  county.  He  remained  with  his  parents  upon  the  home  farm  until 
he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  began  working  as  a  farm  hand  for  others, 
spending  three  years  in  that  way.  He  afterward  rented  land,  whieli  h,'  cultivated 
for  six  years,  after  which  he  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Burrows  townshi))  and 
thereon  followed  general  farming  for  four  years.  Once  more  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Cornlea,  there  establishing  a  saloon,  which  he  conducted  for  one  year. 
Disposing  of  that  business,  he  next  operated  a  dray  line  for  two  years  and  later 
ojxned  a  general  mercantile  store,  which  he  has  since  conducted.  He  carries  a 
carefolly  selected  line  of  goods,  buying  the  best  that  the  market  affords  and  at  all 
times  studying  the  wants  and  wishes  of  his  patrons  in  making  his  purchases.  His 
stock  is  attractively  arranged  and  his  honorable  business  methods  bring  to  him 
growing  success.  On  the  15th  of  March,  1910,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Cornlea  and  has  since  occupied  that  position,  conducting  the  office  in  connection 
with   his   store. 

On  the  .'lOlh  of  July,  1901,  Mr.  Mueting  was  joined  in  wedlock  with   Miss   Ida 
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Xruse,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Carrie  (Hay)  Kruse,  who  were  natives  of 
Germany.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  came  to  America  in  the 
'50s,  making  his  way  to  Illinois,  where  he  purchased  land  across  the  river  from 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  There  he  carried  on  farming  until  1878,  when  he  came  to 
Platte  county,  Nebraska.  In  this  county  he  purchased  land,  which  he  developed 
and  improved  until  1900,  when  he  retired  from  active  business  life  and  is  now 
making  his  home  with  his  children.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1905.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mueting  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children,  Joseph,  Lawrence,  Leota,  Mar- 
cella,  Lavera  and  Adelia. 

Mr.  Mueting  and  his  family  in  their  religious  faith  are  adherents  of  the  Catholic 
church.  Politically  his  indorsement  is  given  to  the  democratic  party  and  he  has 
served  on  the  town  board  of  Cornlea.  He  is  actively  interested  in  all  thai  per- 
tains to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  town  and  of  the  county  and  his  influence 
is  always  given  on  the  side  of  advancement  and   progress. 


DIRK  ALBERS  BECHER. 

Dirk  Albers  Becher  has  been  a  resident  of  Platte  county  for  the  past  thirty- 
five  years  and  since  1911  has  held  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  Commercial 
National  Bank  of  Columbus.  He  has  likewise  been  a  prominent  factor  in  public 
life,  representing  his  district  in  the  Nebraska  legislature  for  two  terms.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Hanover,  Germany,  on  the  17th  of  January,  1859,  his  parents 
being  Siefke  Dirk  and  Johanna  (Mohlman)  Becher,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  tliat  province.  The  father  passed  away  in  Hanover,  in  1874,  and  six 
years  later  tlie  widowed  mother  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  her  demise  occurring 
in  Platte  county.   Nebraska,  in   1886. 

Dirk  A.  Becher  ,u(|uir((l  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  province 
and  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  when  in  1880  he  accompanied  his  mother  and 
four  sisters  on  their  nnijir-ition  to  the  new  world.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  the 
family  established  their  home  on  a  farm  in  this  county,  and  our  subject  devoted 
his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  continuously  and  successfully  until 
1904.  During  the  following  four  years  the  Bechers  lived  in  Columbus  and  then 
all  returned  to  the  farm.  At  the  end  of  three  years,  in  1911,  D.  A.  Becher  came 
back  to  Columbus  and  entered  the  Commercial  National  Bank  as  cashier,  having 
since  served  in  tliat  capacity  and  being  also  a  director  of  the  institution.  He  has 
proved  an  able  and  popular  official  of  tlie  bank  and  his  efforts  are  an  element  in 
its  continued  success. 

Mr.  Becher  lias  been  married  twice.  In  1880.  in  Illinois,  he  wedded  Miss 
Anna  Johnson,  who  passed  away  in  1887,  leaving  three  sons:  John  S.,  Frederick 
and  Dietrich.  In  1888,  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Becher  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Catharine  Gesine  Johannes,  by  whom  he 
lias  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  as  follows:  Herman;  Anna,  the  wife  of  William 
Inselman;  William;  Hannah;  Emma;  and  Louise. 

Mr.  Becher  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy  and  has  been  an 
active  worker  in  party  ranks.  In  1901  he  was  chosen  to  represent  his  district 
in  the  state  legislature,  serving  for  two  terms  and   ably  advancing  the  interests  of 
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lii>.  eonstitutnts  as  a  member  of  that  bod_v.  In  1904  he  was  chosen  county  treasurer 
of  Platte  count}'  and  by  reelection  was  continued  in  the  office  for  two  terms.  His 
reli^ous  faith  is  that  of  the  German  E%'angelical  Lutheran  church,  the  teachings 
of  which  find  exemplification  in  his  honorable  and  upright  life.  No  breath  of 
suspicion  has  ever  assailed  his  good  name  and  on  the  contrary  he  stands  as  a 
splendid  type  of  the  honorable,  reliable,  successful  man.  the  public-spirited  citizen 
and   the  trustworthy   friend. 


AXDRRW    .T.MIOSZ. 

Although  of  Austrian  descent.  Andrew  Jarosz  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Platte  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Burrows  township  on  the  liith  of 
Sr|)teraber,  1891.  His  parents,  William  and  Agnes  (Garka)  Jarosz,  were  natives 
of  Austria  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  early  life.  They  settled  in  Platte 
enunty,  Nebraska,  where  the  father  followed  farming  upon  rented  land  for  two 
years,  during  which  period  he  carefully  saved  his  earnings  and  then  bought 
lir(i))erty  in  Burrows  township,  developing  and  improving  a  good  farm  there.  He 
spiiit  his  remaining  days  upon  that  place  and  died  in  1901.  His  widow  still  occu- 
pies  the  old   homestead. 

Andrew  Jarosz  was  reared  on  the  old  home  farm  and  pursued  his  education 
in  the  district  school  and  in  the  parochial  school  at  Tarnov.  When  not  busy  witli 
liis  textbooks  his  attention  was  given  to  the  work  of  the  fields,  and  he  continued 
til  assist  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he  went  to 
Omaha,  where  he  learned  the  barber's  trade.  He  then  came  to  Tarnov.  bought  out 
the  pool  hall  at  that  place  and  also  estal.li.li,  ,1  -i  liarber  shop.  He  is  still  con- 
tinuing business  along  both  lines  and  is  lilierally   |i;itronized. 

Mr.  Jarosz  is  also  the  present  marshal  of  Tarnov,  in  which  position  he  has 
s(  rved  for  two  years.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party, 
while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Polish  Roman  Catholic  Union  of  America.  He  has  always  been  a  resident  of 
I'latte  county  and  is  widely  known  among  the  citizens  of  Tarnov  and  that  locality. 


GEORGE  A.  WITTLER. 

George  A.  Wittier,  a  retail  liquor  merchant  of  Cornlea  and  also  conducting  an 
insurance  agency,  was  born  in  Chatsworth,  Illinois,  March  30,  1879,  his  parents 
being  Frank  and  Mary  (Weibel)  Wittier.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
wliile  tlie  mother's  birth  occurred  in  Switzerland,  but  in  early  life  they  came  to 
till  new  world  and  were  married  in  Chatsworth,  Illinois.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  a  farm  in  that  district  and  in  fact  :Mr.  Wittier  became  identi- 
fied with  agricultural  pursuits  near  Cliatsworth  almost  immediately  after  reaching 
the  new  world.  His  entire  life  was  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  fields  and  he  re- 
mained in  Illinois  until  1880.  when  he  removed  to  Staunton  county.  Nebraska, 
becoming  owner  of  one  hundred   and  sixty  acres  of  land  upon   which  he  spent  his 
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remaining  d.ivs,  his  death  tliere  occurring  in  1886.  His  widow  continued  on  the 
old  homestead  for  eighteen  years  or  until  lOOi,  when  she  went  to  Humphrey, 
where  she  passed  away  August  7,  1910. 

George  A.  Wittier  attended  school  in  Stanton  county.  Nebraska,  and  was 
also  a  pupil  in  the  parochial  schools  of  Humphrey.  He  received  good  business 
training  on  the  old  homestead  farm  and  worked  for  his  mother  there  until  he 
attained  his  majority,  when  he  rented  the  place  and  engaged  in  farming  on  his 
own  account  for  four  yc.ir>.  Mi  «,is  atUrward  employed  for  eighteen  months  as 
bartender  at  Creston,  Xclr.isk  i.  liy  .lulm  Mattlieissen  and  in  like  capacity  was 
employed  for  two  and  on.  halt  y.ais  l.y  (.r,uge  X.  Smith,  of  Humphrey.  He 
then  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Smith,  since  wliicli  time  tin-  business  has  been 
conducted  under  the  firm  style  of  Smith  \-  Wittier.  He  c.wned  ami  conducted  a 
pool  hall  in  Humphrey  until  1911  and  tlien  went  to  t'olumlms.  where  he  was  em- 
ployed l.y  Christ  Wumierlich  until  1915.  On  the  1st  of  May  of  that  year  lie  removed 
to  Cornlea  and  opeiieil  ,a  ret.ail  liquor  store,  which  he  still  conducts.  He  is  .also 
agent  for  tlie  1  .arm.  rs  .Mutu.il  Insurance  Company  of  Lincoln  and  tor  tiu'  Security 
.Alutu.al  (■om|.,any  of  that  city. 

On  the  7th  of  January.  1909.  .Mr.  Wittier  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mollie  Oik.  h.v  fath.r  being  Jacob  Oik.  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  on  another 
p.ige  ol  this  wink.  'I'liey  now  have  two  children,  namely:  Jacob,  who  was  born 
D.c.niJKr  II.  ]!Ml!»;  .and  S.dona,  whose  birth  occurred  August  20,  1911.  The 
par.nts  ar,  ni. ml),  rs  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Wittier  gives  his  political 
support  to  the  democratic  jjarty. 


JOHN   JAMES   GALLEY. 

,lohn  .I.im.s  G.all.y  is  .a  promin.  lit  representative  of  financial  inter.sts  in  Coluni- 
liii,,  .as  pr.si.i.nt  ol  the  Commerci.al  National  Bank.  His  birth  occurred  in  Utah 
on  III.'  -^'Jitli  of  August,  l.S.-.,S.  his  )),ar.'nts  being  George  W.  .and  Mary  Ann  (Pyatt) 
(;;,ll.v.  who  u.re  m.arri.d  in  th.at  st.it.'.  The  fath.r.  I.orii  m  England  in  1831. 
.iiiiur.iteil  to  .Vnuric'i  in  IS.M  .iiid  in  IS.i!)  brought  his  family  to  Platte  county, 
Nil  r.iska.  Il.r.'  Ii.'  .'oiitiniu.i  to  r.si.le  until  his  d.atii  marly  a  half  century  later, 
being  widely  r.-eomiiz,  ,1  .is  on,  of  111,-  substantial  and  esteemed  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity.     He    i>.iss,,l     lu.iy    .111    til.'    Ith    of    March.    1907,   having   long  survived   his 

.l.ilin  .1.  C.ill.y.  I.r.iuglit  t.i  this  ...iiiitry  in  his  iiif.incy.  b.r.'  attended  school  to 
th.-  .a-e  ol  .'ialit.'.n  y.'.irs  .nul  .-ill.  r  |Hittiiiii  .•isi.le  his  l.'xtb..oks  followed  farming 
until  1ST9.  Subse,|iiently  he  und.rtook  other  ..e.up.itioiis  ,ind  sojourned  in  various 
places,  spending  a  year  in  Idaho  and  b.  iiig  l.irg.  ly  engaged  in  railroad  work. 
In  1881  he  was  married  and  began  farming  on  bis  own  account,  devoting  his 
attention  to  the  work  of  the  fields  with  .  xc.  Ileiit  success  until  1909.  In  1912  he 
was  chosen  vice  president  of  the  Commercial  National  Bank  and  in  1914.  became 
president  of  the  institution,  having  since  remained  at  its  head.  He  keeps  well 
informed  on  the  financial  interests  of  the  country  and  in  his  management  of  affairs 
has  followed  a  safe,  conservative  policy  which  "has  won  the  commendation  of  the 
liatrons  of  the  bank  and  gained  the  confidence  of  the  general  public. 
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On  the  lull  of  :M.ircli.  ISSL,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Galley  was  united 
in  mrini.mc  to  Miss  Emily  L.  Button,  her  father  being  Stephen  G.  Button,  who 
is  (irci,iM(l.  I'l'  them  have  been  born  three  children,  as  follows:  Charles  Button 
tiall.v,  uii..sr  liirlh  occurred  in  1884.;  Alfred  Ernest,  born  in  1887;  and  Nellie 
Loliiiie.  \vlio  died  November  19,  1909,  when  nineteen  years  of  age. 

!Mr.  Galley  is  a  democrat  in  politics  and  for  eleven  years  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  in  Columbus  townsliip,  this  county,  while  for  four  years  he  served  as 
county  assessor,  making  an  excellent  record  as  a  eap;it)le  and  trustworthy  ]iub]ic 
official.  From  1879  to  1880  inclusive  he  was  a  iiicmlKr  of  (;(iiii|),iiiy  K.  I'irst 
Regiment  Nebraska  National  Guards.  His  salient  eh.iraet.risties  ai-  smh  as  liave 
gained  for  him  the  friendly  regard  and  goodwill  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been 
associated  in  the  various  relations  of  life  and  he  is  entitled  to  a  place  among  the 
representative  and  valued  citizens  of  Platte  county. 


REV.  GUSTAVE  F.  F.  MUELLER,  D.  D. 


ev.   Gustave  F.   F.   Mueller   has   largelv   devoted   his   life   to   the 

work   of   the 

;try  and  has  not  been  denied  the  full  harvest  of  his   labors  nor 

tlie   aftermath 

preacher  of  the  German  Evangelical  Lutlu  r.ni  eliureli.     H,    is  ,, 
il   education,  broad-minded,  looking  at  life   fr.nii   tiu     st.iii<l]i.iint 

,   man  of  very 
of    sympathy 

charitv.       He    was    born    Se))tember    27,    ISGO,    near    .Marinnvr 

i-der    in    West 

„a.       ills    eoll.uiat,     an.l    iniivrrsity    work    were    exl.iule.l    and    , 

ihveloped    the 

ts  «ith  whirl,  natiUT  ,n,l,.w,.l  him.     He  has  been  at  d, 11,  nut  ]..,■ 

iods  a  student 

•ua   University,  in  Greifswald   University,  in  Breslau   Luivrrsity 

and  in  Berlin 

ersity,   studying  law   and   later  theology   after   detrniiiiiiiii:    tn   d 

,  vote   his   life 

lo  the  ministry.  In  1885  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  h,  emu],],  t.  ,1  his  tiieological 
studies  by  graduation  from  the  German  Theological  Seminary  of  the  General  Synod 
with  the  class  of  1888,' and  in  the  year  1912  ^Midland  College  of  Kansas  conferred 
upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

Having  prepared  for  the  ministry,  Dr.  Mueller  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the 
church  at  Lanham,  Nebraska,  where  he  remained  for  two  years  and  nine  months. 
He  then  came  to  St.  John's  church,  Bismark  township,  Platte  county,  where  he 
continued  for  nine  years,  and  later  in  Russell.  Kansas,  during  his  year's  stay  there, 
lie  organized  the  congregation  and  built  th,'  eliiireli.  He  was  afterward  for  two 
years  and  two  months  engaged  in  werlv  as  a  lra\,iiiig  missionarj',  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  was  called  to  the  ])astoratr  oi  the  ehureh  at  Yutan,  Saunders  county, 
Nebraska,  where  he  coiitiiuu  d  for  five  years  and  three  months.  He  then  went  to 
Lincoln,  Nebraska,  where  lu-  liad  charge  of  the  Tabitha  Home  fw  nine  months, 
and  in  1909  he  returned  to  Platte  county  and  again  took  up  his  work  at  St.  John's 
church,  where  he  is  now  living,  his  home  being  on  section  21,  Bismark  township. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  1886,  the  Rev.  Mueller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Deborah  Greiner,  who  was  born  in  the  grand  duchy  of  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha,  May 
5,  1864.  To  them  was  born  a  daughter,  Margaret,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  George 
Engel.  In  politics  Dr.  Mueller  may  be  termed  an  independent  democrat,  for  while 
hi-  usually  votes  along  party  lines,  he  does  not  consider  himself  bound  by  party 
^  and  casts  an  independent  ballot  if  his  judgment  so  dictates.     He  is  not  remiss 
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in  the  duties  of  citizenship.  In  fact  he  looks  out  broadly  over  the  field  of  public 
concern  and  gives  his  aid  and  his  influence  where  lie  cm  further  the  public  welfare. 
It  would  be  tautological  in  this  connection  to  entrr  into  .uiy  scries  of  statements 
showing  him  to  be  a  man  of  broad  scholarly  attaiiinunts.  for  this  has  been  shadowed 
forth  between  the  lines  of  this  review:  but  it  is  only  just  to  say  in  a  history  that 
will  descend  to  future  generations  that  he  combines  with  his  strong  intellectuality 
a  marked  human  sympathy  that  lias  gained  for  liim  confidence  and  high  regard. 
He  is  ever  ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand,  to  speak  a  word'of  encouragement,  and 
In's  understanding  of  human  nature  tells  him  how,  when  and  where  to  do  this. 


LESTER   A.  GATES. 


e  ownership  and  conduct 
■rrick  county,  Nebraska, 
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Lester  A.  Gates,  a  partner  of  George  D.  Hoar  i 
of  the  Diamond  Bar,  was  born  near  Central  City 
October  26,  1877,  a  son  of  Amos  and  Emm  i  (Whit,,- 
a  native  of  New  York,  born  near  Buflfalo.  Tlie  son  :u 
graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Silver  Creek.  Xcb 
He  learned  the  barber's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  sixteen  years  at  Silver 
Creek  and  then  in  1910  came  to  Columbus,  where  he  established  a  saloon.  He  has 
since  been  connected  with  this  line  of  business  and  in  1912,  in  company  with 
George  D.  Hoar,  bought  out  the  Diamond  Bar.  wliich  is  liberally  patronized, 
making  his  business  one  that  yields  substantial  profits. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1899,  Mr.  Gates  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Etihl 
Lundy,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Missouri,  May  24,  1877.  To  them  have  been  born 
four  children,  namely:  Ila,  Dorothy.  Wilma  and  Nina,  all  attending  school.  ^Ir. 
Gates  belongs  to  Columbus  Lodge,  No.  1195,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  is  a  charter  member  of 
Platte  Aerie,  No.  IS.'ii.  F.  ().  E..  and  also  belongs  to  the  Columbus  Gun  Club. 
In  politics  he  is  iii<le])rnil(iit,  voting  according  to  tlie  dictates  of  his  judgment 
without  regard  to  jiarty  ties. 


FRED  W.  LUEDERS. 


Each  community  has  its  representative  citizens,  men  wiio  arc  the  leaders  in 
business  enterprise  and  are  therefore  most  active  in  advancing  the  welfare  and 
upbuilding  of  the  town.  Such  a  one  is  Fred  W.  Lueders,  proprietor  of  a  harness 
shop.  He  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  trade,  is  able  to  manufacture  harness 
of  the  highest  grade  and  is  accorded  a  liberal  and  desirable  patronage.  He  was 
born  in  Quincy,  Illinois,  December  7,  1885,  and  is  a  son  of  Fred  W.  and  Anna 
M.  (Bonhoflf)  Lueders,  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  In  early  life  they  left  tlie 
fatherland  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  settling  in  Iowa,  but  finally 
removed  to  Quincy,  Illinois,  where  the  father  worked  in  the  stone  quarries  and 
also  engaged  in  teaming  for  many  years.  He  still  resides  in  that  city  at  tlu  age 
of  sixty-five  years,  but  his  wife  passed   away  in  October,   1906. 

Fred  W.  Lueders  was  reared  and  educated  in  Quincy,  liis  youth  being  unmarked 
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by  any  event  of  special  importance  until  he  started  out  in  the  business  world  on  his 
own  account.  He  decided  that  he  would  like  to  learn  the  harness  maker's  trade  and 
spent  three  years  in  a  shop  in  Quincy,  during  which  he  gained  a  comprehensive 
and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  business.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
went  to  Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  four  and  a  half  years 
and  then  removed  to  Fremont,  where  hr  spi  iit  three  .nul  a  half  years  in  a  harness 
slio]).  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  <  iinc  i<i  ("(irnlea,  where  lie  estalilishcd 
a  hiisiness  for  himself,  opening  a  harness  shop  and  putting  in  an  entirely  new 
slock.  lie  has  the  only  shop  of  the  kind  in  the  town  and  enjoys  a  very  gratifying 
patronage,  for  liis  business  methods  are  thoroughly  reliable,  his  prices  are  reason- 
able and  liis  enterprise  is  unfaltering. 

;\Ir.  1-ueders  has  not  only  won  for  himself  an  enviable  position  in  business 
circles,  but  is  also  attractively  situated  in  his  home  life.  He  was  married  in  June, 
1911,  to  Miss  Gesche  C,  Moller,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Anna  M,  (Deirks) 
;\Ioller,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Nebraska.  In  early 
life  her  father  crossed  the  country  to  this  state  in  company  with  his  parents,  the 
family  home  being  established  in  Fremont  county,  where  he  now  lives,  filling  the 
position  of  city  mail  carrier.  His  wife  also  survives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.iKihrs  liaxt- 
become  the  parents  of  a  son.  Wade  Frederick,  now  an  interesting  litth  b.iln  in  his 
first  year. 

Mr.  Lueders  is  a  member  of  the  town  board  of  Cornlea,  to  which  position  he 
was  elected  on  the  democratic  ticket,  making  an  excellent  record  in  office.  His 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  he  is  ever  loyal  to  its  teachings 
and  its  purposes.  His  life  is  at  all  times  honorable  and  upright  and  the  success 
which  has  come  to  him  is  the  merited  reward  of  earnest,  persistent  labor. 


JAMES  EDWARD  MAHER. 

One  of  the  enterprising  merchants  of  Platte  Center  is  James  Edward  Maher, 
who  owns  and  conducts  a  harness  shop.  He  has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life  since  put- 
ting aside  his  textbooks  and  making  his  initial  step  in  the  business  world.  He  is  one 
of  Platte  county's  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Lost  Creek  township, 
January  26,  1874,  his  parents  being  John  and  Catherine  (Butler)  Maher.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  left  Dublin  and  sailed 
for  the  new  world,  making  his  way  to  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  worked 
in  a  tannery.  He  afterward  became  a  resident  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
was  living  at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  In  1871  he  removed  westward  to  Nebraska 
and  took  up  a  homestead  of  eighty  acres  in  Lost  Creek  township,  Platte  county, 
thereafter  devoting  his  time  and  energies  to  general  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died 
in  October,  190i,  while  his  wife  survived  for  less  than  a  year,  passing  away  in 
September,  1905.  In  their  family  were  eight  children,  of  whom  seven  are  still 
living. 

James  Edward  Maher,  who  is  the  second  oldest,  is  indebted  to  the  common- 
school  system  of  the  county  for  the  educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed. 
During  vacation  periods  and  after  his  school  days  were  over  he  worked  upon  the 
home    farm   until   he   reached   the   age   of   twenty    years,   when   his    father   sold    thai 
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On  tile  lOth  of  November,  1908,  at  Platte  Center,  Mr.  Maher  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Alice  Weddell,  a  daughter  of  S.  A.  Weddell,  who  was 
formerly  a  resident  of  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  and  removed   with  his  family  to 


;r  which  .James  E.  Maher  engaged  in 
s,  while  for  five  years  he  worked  in  or 
•d  the  harness  shop  of  D.  P.  Mahoney 
carries  a  large  line  of  well-made  harness 
ess  methods  and  his  earnest  efforts  to 
ubstantial  trade,  his  business  being  now 


Nebraska  wli,n 
Mrs.  Mahn-  h.-iv 

and  township  as 
by  the  utmost  I 
Center  and   to   I 

cated   by   liis   im 

the   ge„,  > 


as  a   maiden   of   fifteen   summers. 

[)  children,  Norbert  and  Roberta. 

;  a  democrat  and  has   filled   the  office  of  city 

riitivr  yi,-irs.  liis  pulilic  s.rvicr  being  marked 

,l..n,us't„    tbr    Il.olil.nulrrs    l.odur    of   Platte 


To 


hilr 


indi- 


11, 


CAMDEN   .1.  GARLOW. 


1  Colu 


•    )l;, 


Hir 


an  enviable  reputatio 
s  direction  being  no  k 


as   a   leading  anc 
i  pronounced  thai 


ly..  Vir-iinn  (un«  Wrst  \-ii-inia).  on  th 
.fo.sr]ib  -111,!  K,tt;.  (M,.r-;in)  (;arlow,  th 
Urr  a  (lauiiht,!-  of  Ccloiul  David  Morgar 
•  witii  his  five  sons.  In  1S63  Joseph  Gar 
I  \  ir-iiiia  Infantry  with  the  rank  of  mijoi 
«ilr  «as  called  to  her  final  rest  in   1878. 


three  most  prominent  .-iltornt  ys  in  this 
insurance  litigation.  He  likewise  cnjo 
successful  business  man,  his  ability  in 
as  a  member  of  the  bar. 

His  liii-Mi  iK.'Uvr,  ,1  in  Marion  com 
23d  of  March.  IS.',!!,  his  paivnis  Win 
former  a  native  of  X'ir-inia  and  Ih.  I 
who  served  in  the  Union  anpy  toi;.  Ili< 
low  served  for  three  nionllis  in  I  In  \\  c 
His  demise  occurred  in   issi>.  while  his 

Camden  J.  (iarl.nv  ar,|iiind  his  ,■ 
county  and  stilise(|iienlly   atUndrd  tiie 

West  Virginia,  until  within  a  month  of  graduation,  when  lie  ieit 
of  the  death  of  his  mother.  In  1881  he  came  to  Creston,  Platte  county.  X(  hiaska. 
and  for  about  four  years  followed  the  profession  of  teaching  in  the  ccunilry  schools, 
while  for  one  year  he  acted  as  an  instructor  in  the  third  ward  school  of  C'olumlnis. 
He  had  begun  studying  law  and  afterward  entered  the  office  of  the  late  Judge 
John  G.  Higgins,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1886,  since  which  time  he  has  prac- 
ticed in  Columbus  continuously  to  d.ate.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  insurance  litigation, 
in  which  branch  of  the  profession  he  h.as  won  recognition  and  success  in  gratifying 
degree.'    Ilis  manifest  ability  and  sound  judgment  have  also  been  called  into  requisi- 
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tioii  in  tlif  conduct  of  important  business  enterprises  and  at  present  he  acts  as 
chief  executive  officer  of  tlie  Platte  County  Independent  Telephone  Company,  the 
Columbus  Gas  Company,  the  West  End  Sewer  Company,  the  Humphrey  Telephone 
Company  and  the  State   Telephone  Association. 

On  the  lltli  of  September,  188G,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska.  ^Mr.  Garlow  was 
united  iu  m.iiTi.iov  to  Miss  Mamie  A.  Winslow,  her  father  being  Henry  M.  Winslow, 
a  nativr  c.f  Y,  nnoul.  who  has  passed  away.  They  have  one  daughter.  Ethel  Gwen- 
dolyn,   who   is   the    wife   of  Grover    Long. 

"politically  Mr.  Garlow  is  a  sImikIi  v,  |.ubli,  .-ni  and  for  tw„  y.ars  lie  served  as 
a  member  of  the  city  council  in  Cohnnbus.  lor  two  y.ars  h,' was  a  number  of 
Company  K,  First  Regiment  of  the  Nrbr.isk,-,  National  (iiiavd.  arting  most  of  the 
time  as  qnartermaster.  His  fratmril  eoiim  rlioiis  cunic  iiexl  in  iin]}ni-t mei  to  bis 
professional  and  business  interests.  He  lias  taken  the  dt  i;r(  is  of  the  York  and 
Scottish  Rites  in  Masonry,  also  l.rbuigs  to  tin-  Mystie  Sliriii,  and  has  luld  llie 
highest  offices  in  the  lodg(  .  elia|il(  i-.  ccnnmaiKlrry  .and  eonneil.  He  is  p.ast  master 
of  Lodge  No.  58,  A.  F.  \-  A.  M.:  ].;,sl  biu],  pri,  st  of  Orient  Cliaptrr.  Xo.  18,  R.  A. 
M.;  past  eminent  commander  of  ( i,  tlis, m.mr  ( ■..nuoaiidrry.  Xn.  'J  1 .  K.  T. :  and  thrice 
illustrious  master  of  Gebal  Council.  X,,.  IJ,  li  .\  S.  _M.  His  rrligi,,ns  faith  is  that 
of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Smli  in  !  n.  I  ,s  lli,  r.v.nd  of  our  of  I'ialt.-  ((amty's 
leading  attorneys,  business  men  ;nul  eitiz,  iis  a  gouleui.aii  who  in  every  rel.alion  of 
life   lias  manifested   the  high   principles   wbieii   govern   his  conduct. 


HERMAN   LOSEKE. 


Herman  Loseke  is  numbered  among  the  pioneer  residents  of  Platte  county 
and  for  many  years  has  been  an  interested  witness  of  the  growth  and  development  of 
this  section  of  the  state.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  for  an  extended 
period  but  is  now  living  n  lir.  <].  miking  his  home  in  Columbus.  A  native  of 
Germany,  he  was  born  in  Old.  nl.iirg.  July  9,  ISIO,  and  is  a  son  of  Jolui  Henry 
Loseke,  who  is  mention. d  els,  where  in  this  volume.  On  coming  to  the  United 
States  Herman  Loseke  settled  in  ]5ism.-,rk  township.  I'lall.^  ...unl;.  on  Loseke 
creek,  at  which  time  the  survey  of  the  county   was  just  1.  iiig  ma.l,  .      i!,    secured  a 

Omaha  .and  the  most  farsighted  eould  searcly  li.n,.'  ,lr,  nurd  ,.f  Ih.'  w.mdrrful 
changes  which  would  occur,  converting  wild  piMii-ii  lin.i  inUi  li.-lily  eiilli\ated 
fields  stretching  away  for  miles  and  miles.  I!.-  .n^i;;.  d  >  .  ly  rvl.  nsi\.  ly  in  stuek- 
raising  and  became  the  owner  of  large  tracts  of  land,  adding  tu  bis  ]kissi  ssions 
from  time  to  time  as  his  financial  resources  permitted,  but  he  has  given  most  of 
his  farm  property  to  his  children. 

His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Anna  Johannes,  was  born  in  Olden- 
burg, Germany,  November  18,  1844,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Katrina  Johannes. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  in  1867  left  the  fatherland  to  become 
a  resident  of  the  new  world.  Making  bis  way  to  Nebraska,  he  secured  a  home- 
stead  claim   and   lived   with  his   sons  in   Shell   Creek   township,   where   he   r.mained 
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until  his  death.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loscke  are  nine  children,  as 
follows.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  August  Schutte,  an  agriculturist  of  Colfax  county, 
Nebraska,  by  whom  she  has  five  children.  Gustav,  who  was  born  April  11,  1870, 
follows  farming  in  Columbus  township,  is  married  and  has  three  children.  William, 
who  was  born  March  6,  1872,  follows  farming  in  Colfax  county,  is  married  and  has 
six  children.  Otto,  who  was  born  January  7,  1875,  follows  farming  near  Creston, 
this  county,  is  married  and  has  seven  children.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  William 
Hespe,  an  agriculturist  and  hardware  merchant  of  Leigh.  Nebraska,  by  whom  she 
has  five  children.  Ida  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Henry  Hespe.  who  is  a  brother 
of  William  Hespe,  and  is  an  agriculturist  of  this  county,  and  they  hnvr  two  children. 
Bertha  is  the  wife  of  William  Asche,  who  is  a  farmer  of  Platte  county  and  by  wliom 
she  has  two  children.  Herman,  who  was  born  October  1,  1884,  follows  farming 
in  Platte  county,  is  married  and  has  one  child.     Clara  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Loseke  was  active  in  public  affairs  of  the  early  days,  was  a  stalwart  sup- 
])ortcr  of  the  democratic  party  and  a  zealous  member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church.  He  retired  and  removed  to  Columbus,  November  1,  1911.  At  different 
times  he  held  some  local  offices  and  from  the  beginning  of  his  residence  in  the 
county  he  has  taken  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  movements  relating  to  the 
general  welfare.  His  work  has  been  especially  helpful  along  agricultural  lines 
and  yet  he  has  not  neglected  his  duty  in  promoting  political  and  moral  advance- 
ment. He  can  look  back  to  the  past  when  the  highly  cultivated  farms  of  Platte 
county  were  tracts  of  wild  prairie,  starred  with  a  million  wild  flowers  in  June  and 
covered  in  December  with  a  dazzling  and  unbroken  sheet  of  snow.  But  as  the  years 
passed,  settler  after  settler  came  to  take  up  the  land  and  use  it  for  the  purposes 
of  civilization  and  conditions  of  pioneer  life  gave  way  until  now  all  of  the  con- 
md  comforts  of  the  older  east  are  to  be  obtained  in  Platte  county. 


EDWARD  JOHNSON. 

Edward  Johnson  is  president  of  the  First  National  Bank,  which  position  he  has 
held  during  the  past  six  years.  His  birth  occurred  in  Dexter,  Maine,  on  the  15th 
of  July,  1861,  his  parents  being  Samuel  and  Sarah  Ann  Johnson,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  England.  The  father  was  born  in  1825  and  in  the  year 
1857  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States.  He  passed  away  in  January,  1912, 
having  for  nearly  a  half  century  survived  his  wife,  whose  demise  occurred  in  1864. 

Edward  Johnson  acquired  his  education  in  his  native  state  and  following  the 
completion  of  a  high-school  course  at  Bridgton  entered  the  medical  department  of 
Bowdoin  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1883.  He  then  made  his  way 
to  Shell  Lake,  Wisconsin,  and  there  began  the  practice  of  medicine  but  a  few 
months  later  removed  to  Andover,  South  Dakota,  where  he  followed  his  profession 
for  three  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  located  in  Fullerton,  Nance 
county,  Nebraska,  where  he  remained  for  about  twenty  three  years.  In  1908  he 
came  to  Columbus  and  was  made  vice  president  of  tli<  First  National  Bank,  of  which 
institution  he  became  president  the  following  year  and  li.is  since  so  remained.  He 
studies  the  banking  business  from  every  possible  standpoint  and  is  thoroughly 
informed  concerning  the  money  market,     ^'\'hile  he  seeks  progress,  liis   progressive- 
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ness  is  tempered  by  a  safe  conservatism  and  none  ever  questions  his  business  integ- 
rity or  the  honesty  of  his  methods. 

In  November,  1885,  in  Andover,  Soutli  Dakota,  :Mr.  Johnson  was  uuited  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  R.  Boyington.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the 
democracy,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Kuiglits  Templar  Masons,  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Kni-hts  „t  Fytliias.  In  all  matters  of 
eilizcuship  lie  stands  for  that  which  works  for  tlir  Ii.nI  int.  rrsts  of  the  community 
and  he  holds  to  high  ideals  of  life  in  every  relation.  Anyone  meeting  Mr.  Johnson 
face  to  face  would  know  at  once  that  he  is  an  individual  embodying  all  the  elements 
of  what  in  this  country  we  term  a  "square"  man — one  in  whom  to  have  confidence, 
a  dependable  man  in  any  relation  and  any  emergency.  His  quietude  of  deportment, 
his  easy  dignity,  his  frankness  and  cordiality  of  address,  with  the  total  absence  of 
anything  to  conceal,  foretoken  a  man  who  is  ready  to  meet  any  obligation  of  life 
with  She  confidence  and  courage  that  come  of  conscious  personal  abilitv,  a  right 
eoncejition  of  things  and  an  habitual  regard  for  what  is  best  in  the  exercise  of 
human  activities. 


MICHAEL  J.  CLARK. 


Michael  J.  Clark  is  now  living  retired  in  Cornlea  but  still  has  extensive  landed 
possessions,  his  holdings  embracing  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Platte  county. 
This  indicates  what  was  formerly  the  nature  of  his  business,  for  through  many 
years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  lived  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  since  early  manhood,  his  birth  having  occurred,  however, 
in  Ireland  in  September,  1847.  His  parents  were  Michael  and  Julia  Clark,  also 
natives  of  the  Emerald  isle,  where  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death.  He  passed  away  in  1889  and  for  six 
years  was  survived  by  his  wife,  who  died  in  1895. 

Michael  J.  Clark  spent  his  youth  in  his  parents'  home  and  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  Ireland.  He  continued  to  work  with  his  father  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-seven,  when  he  came  to  America,  attracted  by  the  favorable  reports 
which  he  heard  concerning  business  conditions  and  advantages  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  Landing  at  New  York,  he  there  remained  for  a  month,  after  which  he 
went  to  New  Jersey,  where  he  resided  until  he  heard  and  heeded  the  call  of  the 
west,  making  his  way  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska.  However,  the  grasshoppers 
totally  destroyed  the  crops  of  the  state  and  he  returned  to  Omaha,  where  he  was 
employed  until  August  25,  1875.  Believing  it  would  then  be  possible  to  carry  on 
farming  advantageously,  he  took  up  a  homestead  in  Platte  county  and  sought  to 
improve  his  land,  which  he  operated  until  191S,  when  he  retired  and  removed  to 
Cornlea,  where  he  has  since  lived.  In  the  meantime  he  had  won  a  place  among 
the  progressive  and  substantial  farmers  of  the  county.  He  performed  the  arduous 
task  of  converting  the  wild  prairie  land  into  productive  fields,  breaking  the  sod 
and  planting  the  seed  and  in  due  time  gathered  rich  harvests.  As  time  passed  his 
financial  resources  increased  and  he  kept  adding  to  his  holdings  until  he  had 
five  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  in  Joliet  township.  This  he  still  owns  and  has 
rented,  so  that  he  now  derives  therefrom  a  very  gratifying  annual  income.     When 
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upon  the  f;irm  he  engaged  quite  extensively  in  feeding  stock,  shipping  about  two 
carloads  annually.  He  is  now  identified  with  the  financial  interests  of  the  county 
as  a  stockholder  of  the  Cornlea  Bank. 

Mr.  Clark  has  been  married  twice.  In  1880  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Sheedy, 
who  passed  away  the  same  year.  The  child  born  of  that  marriage  died  in  infancy. 
In  January,  1885,  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bridget  Whalen,  a 
daughter  of  Mort  and  Mary  (Wrath)  Whalen,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland,  where 
they  spent  their  entire  lives. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  belong  to  the  Catholic  church  and  he  gives  his  political 
support  to  the  republican  party.  When  one  analyzes  his  life  record  it  is  evident 
that  his  success  has  been  built  upon  the  sure  foundation  of  industry,  energy  and 
perseverance  and   his   course   in   this   regard   furnishes   an   example   well   worthy  of 


WILLIAM    OLMER. 


ful  3^oung  farmer  of  Granville  townsliip,  was  born 
.  oil  tlie  farm  on  section  2-i  where  he  now  lives  and  which  he  rents 
llr  is  a  son  of  Richard  Olmer,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  March 
|i.U(iits,  John  and  Frederica  (Degenhart)  Olmer,  were  natives 
1  (111  ((lining  to  America  in  1851  settled  in  Wisconsin,  where  John 
1  i;(n  (  !  ninent  land  and  began  the  development  of  a  farm,  to  which 
IK  i-^i.  s  throughout  his  remaining  days.  He  died  in  February,  1891, 
lab.s.  J  away  December  8,  1894.  Richard  Olmer  spent  his  youthful 
md  there  engaged  in  farming  until  he  attained  his  majority.  In 
1873  he  arrived  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  preempted  land  whicli  he  stild 
two  years  later.  He  then  returned  to  Iiis  native  state,  wliere  lie  engaged  in  laiiiiiiig 
from  1875  to  187S.  win  ii  lie  (Uuc  more  eaim-  \o  Platte  (.(niily  ami  piiiThasrd  a 
homestead  right  of  ,\u.h[y  acres.  lie  afterward  obtained  eij;lily  aer,  s  mere  in  t.raii- 
ville  township  and  lived  upon  that  farm  until  I.QIO,  when  he  r,  tir.d  and  removed  to 
Humphrey,  lie  afterward  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  is  today  the 
owner  of  tlir(  ,■  liuiulred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  and  productive  land.  On 
coming  to  Huiuphrcy  he  purcliased  a  good  home  within  a  block  of  the  main  street 
and  there  still  resides.  He  is  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Humphrey  and  also  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company.  Further  mention 
of  him  is  made  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 

William  Olmer  attended  school  in  his  youthful  days,  dividing  his  time  between 
the  duties  of  the  schoolroom,  the  pleasures  of  the  playgroimd  and  the  work  of  the 
fields.  He  continued  to  assist  his  father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years,  when  in  1908  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  a  mile  east  of  the  old 
home  place.  In  1910,  when  his  father  retired  and  removed  to  Humphrey,  William 
Olmer  took  up  his  abode  upon  the  old  homestead  and  has  since  resided  there. 
He  owns  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  13,  Granville  township,  and  cultivates 
altogether  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land.  He  carries 
on  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  breeding  shorthorn  cattle  and  also  raising 
a  good  grade  of  horses  and  hogs.     He  feeds  all  the  grain  that  he  raises  and  sells 
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his  stock  to  shippers.  His  business  afiairs  are  carefully  conducted  and  able  man- 
agcuunt  and  sound  judgment  are  bringing  to  him  success. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1908,  Mr.  Olmer  was  united  in  marriage  tx)  Miss 
Catharine  Lubischer,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Catharine  Lubischer.  Her  father 
was  born  in  German^-,  INIarch  1,5,  1S46,  and  her  paternal  grandparents  were 
Phillip  and  Anna  (Roos)  Lubischer,  also  natives  of  that  country.  Phillip  Lubischer 
followed  fanning  througliout  his  entire  life  and  remained  a  resident  of  Germany 
until  called  to  his  final  rest  December  31,  1885,  while  his  wife  passed  away  on 
the  22d  of  May,  1855.  Peter  Lubischer  is  a  self-made  man.  He  started  out  on 
•lis  own  account  when  but  thirteen  years  of  age  and  after  working  for  some  time 
as  a  farm  hand  secured  employment  in  the  factories  of  Germany.  In  1872,  when 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  he  sailed  for  the  new  world  and  r.fter  a  brief  period  spent 
in  Cliicago  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  in  Illinois  until  1878.  He  then  returned 
to  Germany  to  see  his  parents  but  came  again  to  the  United  States  in  1879  and  was 
cmjiloyed  in  a  brewery  at  Omaha.  He  also  worked  in  a  lumber  and  coal  yard  there 
until  1889,  when  he  came  to  Platte  county  and  bought  eighty  acres  on  section  23, 
Granville  township.  To  this  he  afterward  added  sixty  acres  on  section  24  and 
has  since  given  his  time  and  attention  to  the  improvement  of  his  farm.  He  was 
married  February  4,  1886,  to  Catharine  Nick,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Catharine 
(Rothenberger)  Nick,  natives  of  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lubischer  became  parents 
of  ten  children  and  more  extended  mention  of  the  family  is  made  on  another  page 
of  this  volume. 

i\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Olmer  have  become  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Margaret, 
who  was  born  October  26,  1908;  Helen,  whose  birth  occurred  August  23,  1910;  and 
Cecelia,  born  February  22,  1912.  The  parents  are  members  of  St.  Francis  Cath- 
olic church  of  Humphrey  and  Mr.  Olmer  is  identified  with  the  Catholic  Order  of 
Foresters.  His  political  indorsement  is  given  to  the  democratic  party  and  he  keeps 
well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  He  has  worked  hard  to  attain 
success  and  his  persistency  of  purpose,  his  energy  and  determination  have  been  the 
salient  points  in  winning  for  him  the  prosperity  which  he  now  enjoys. 


ALBERT  CLOETERS. 

Albert  Cloeters  is  actively  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  on  sec- 
tion 6,  Burrows  township,  where  he  has  eighty  acres  of  land.  His  farm,  however, 
embraces  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  lying  in  three  different  townships,  and 
in  the  management  of  the  property  he  displays  sound  judgment  and  unfaltering 
energy.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  August  22,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Albert  and 
^Lary  (Schnitzel)  Cloeters,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  fatherland,  where  the  father 
followed  farming  for  many  years.  He  is  now  living  retired  in  that  country  at  the 
venerable  age  of  eighty  years.  He  did  military  duty  for  his  country,  serving  in  the 
Franco-German  war  in  1866  and  1870.     His  wife  passed  away  in  1895. 

After  acquiring  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  country  Albert  Cloet- 
ers rendered  military  service  to  Germany,  joining  the  army  when  a  young  man  of 
nineteen  years  and  remaining  in  the  service  for  three  years.  Then  exempt  from 
furtlier  militarv  duty,  he  determined  to  trv  his   fortune  in   the  new  world   and  in 
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1890  came  to  tlie  United  States,  making  his  way  to  Platte  Center,  Nebraska,  where 
he  arrived  with  a  cash  capital  of  but  five  dollars.  His  financial  condition  rendered 
it  imperative  that  he  seek  and  obtain  immediate  employmi  iit  mid  for  a  year  he 
worked  as  a  farm  hand.  He  then  rented  the  Duseman  place,  which  he  i.ccupied  and 
cultivated  for  eleven  years,  during  which  period  he  carefully  saved  his  earnings  until 
industry  and  economy  had  brought  him  capital  sufficient  to  enable  liim  to  purchase 
a  farm.  He  then  invested  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Boone  county,  Ne- 
braska, but  afterward  sold  that  property  and  bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  Platte  county,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  an  eighty-acre  tract.  His  farm 
is  in  three  townships,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  being  on  section  SI,  Granville 
township,  eighty  acres  on  section  1,  Joliet  township,  and  eighty  acres  on  section  6, 
Burrows  township.  His  home  stands  in  Burrows  township  and  for  the  past  twelve 
years  he  has  cultivated  and  developed  this  farm,  which  is  now  a  splendidly  improved 
property,  tlie  fields  yielding  to  him  golden  harvests  as  a  reward  for  tlie  care  and 
cultivation  which  he  bestows  upoii  th< m.  In  addition  to  general  farming  he  makes 
a  specialty  of  raising  thoroimhlired  U  uiipshire  hogs  and  he  feeds  about  two  car 
loads  of  hogs  and  two  car  loads  of  cattle  each  year,  his  sale  of  stock  bringing  to 
liim   a   ^ery   sulislantial   financial  return. 

In  ,Iuii<-.  I,S!»t.  Mr.  Cloeters  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Kehn,  a 
daughter  of  Gottfried  and  Louisa  (Rappuhn)  Kehn,  of  whom  more  extended  men- 
tion is  made  on  another  page  of  this  work  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  Fred 
Baumgart,  brother-in-law  of  Mrs.  Cloeters.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cloeters  are  the  parents 
of  six  children,  as  follows:  Amanda,  who  is  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  is  the 
wife  of  Car]  Janseii.  a  blacksmith  of  Cornlea,  Nebraska;  William,  who  is  eighteen 
years  old;  Hilda,  a  maiden  of  sixteen;  and  Adolph,  Anna  and  Mary,  who  are  twelve, 
nine  and  three  years  of  age  respectively. 

The  family  are  German  Baptists  in  religious  faith,  and  Mr.  Cloeters  belongs 
also  to  the  iModern  Woodmen  camp.  He  votes  with  the  republican  party  and  keeps 
well  informed  concerning  the  salient  questions  and  issues  of  tlie  day.  Coming  to  the 
new  world  in  young  manhood,  he  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward,  placing  his 
dependence  upon  tlie  substantial  qualities  of  industry,  perseverance  and  integrity. 
In  his  life  there  have  been  few  leisure  hours  and  his  farm  indicates  what  may  be 
accomislished  when  there  is  a  will  to  dare  and  to  do. 


THEODOR  MEYER. 

Theodor  Meyer,  wlio  owns  valuable  farm  property  on  sections  '25  and  !26,  Gran- 
ville township,  was  born  in  Osnabruck,  Germany,  April  27,  181.3,  a  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Meyer,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  locality.  The  father,  who 
devoted  his  entire  life  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  passed  away  in  Germany. 

Theodor  Meyer  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  country  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  thirty-two  years,  when  in  1875  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States. 
He  had  previously  engaged  in  farming  the  old  home  place  in  Germany  and  was 
there  married,  in  June,  1872,  to  Miss  Katie  Wilhelmina  Rielag.  who  was  born  in 
Osnabruck,    Germany,    December    2C,    181.6,   a    daughter    of    Henry    Rielag.      Her 
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t;itlier  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  a  distiller  of  that  country.  She  is  now  de- 
ceased, passing  away  at  Columbus  Hospital  on  the  5th  of  November,  1911. 

On  coming  to  the  United  States  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meyer  had  made  their  way  to 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1875  and  for  four  months  lived  with  his  brother,  the 
Rev.  George  Meyer.  They  then  went  west  to  Carroll  county,  Iowa,  where  Theodor 
Meyer  established  a  liome,  purcnasmg  land  and  carrying  on  farming  there  for  nine 
y<ars.  In  1885  he  arrived  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  invested  in  two  liun- 
dred  acres  of  land  on  section  26,  Granville  township.  With  characteristic  energy 
he  began  its  furtlier  development  and  improvement,  bringing  his  fields  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  adding  to  the  place  all  of  the  equipments  and  acces- 
sories of  a  model  farm.  Year  by  year  he  carefuly  tilled  his  fields,  gathering  good 
crops  for  which  he  found  a  ready  sale  on  the  market.  In  1910,  however,  he  retired 
from  active  life  and  removed  to  Columbus,  renting  his  land,  but  indolence  and  idle- 
ness are  utterly  foreign  to  his  nature  and  he  was  not  content  in  the  city  without 
some  occupation.  Accordingly  in  1913  he  returned  to  the  farm,  whereon  he  now 
resides,  although  he  is  leaving  tlie  active  work  of  the  fields  to  liis  sons,  who  carry 
on  farming  and  stock-raising. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meyer  were  born  seven  children,  as  follows:  Henry,  who 
wedded  Miss  Letta  Moore  and  is  a  practicing  attorney  of  Omaha;  George,  an  at- 
torney of  Los  Angeles,  California;  Annie,  the  wife  of  Dr.  August  Kuhlmann,  of 
Melrose,  Minnesota,  by  whom  she  has  five  children — Laurence,  Arnold,  Louise, 
William  and  Raymond;  August,  at  home;  Joseph,  who  passed  away  on  the  17th  of 
August,  1911,  when  twenty-four  years  of  age;  John,  at  home;  and  Michael,  who 
is  also  on  the  home  place  with  his  father  and  who  wedded  ^Lss  Annie  Heine,  of 
Afton,  Iowa.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Trouth)  Heine,  tlie  former 
owning  and  operating  a  brewery  in  Afton,  Iowa,  until  his  demise. 

In  liis  i«.liti(;il  faith  Mr.  Meyer  is  a  democrat  and  he  and  his  family  are  all 
members  of  St.  Iraneis  Catholic  "cluireh  of  Humphrey,  while  he  is  also  connected 
with  St.  Joseph's  Mens  Society.  His  son  Michael  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  of  Humphrey,  being  a  charter  member  of  that  organization.  His 
son  August  is  a  member  of  Company  H,  Fourth  Regiment  of  the  Nebraska  National 
Guard.  Mr.  ^Meyer  deserves  much  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished,  as  he 
started  out  in  life  empty-handed  and  has  always  been  dependent  upon  his  own 
resources  for  financial  advancement.  Gradually  he  has  worked  his  way  upward 
and  his  record  is  a  most  creditable  one. 


SAMUEL  E.  EWING. 


Samuel  E.  Ewing  is  the  proprietor  of  the  only  drug  store  at  Creston  and  enjoys 
a  liberal  patronage  from  his  fellow  townsmen  and  from  the  citizens  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  He  is  a  western  man  by  birth,  training  and  preference,  and 
the  spirit  of  western  enterprise  and  progress  finds  manifestation  in  his  business 
career.  He  was  born  in  Chariton,  Iowa,  August  1,  1879,  a  son  of  John  and  Rachel 
(Evans)  Ewing,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Iowa.  The 
father  followed  farming  and  stock-raising  in  the  east  and  at  an  early  period  in  the 
development  of  Iowa  took  up  his  abode  in  Chariton,  wliere  he  resided  until   18^5. 
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He  then  removed  to  Boone  county,  Nebraska,  purchased  land  and  carried  on  general 
farming  until  1893,  when  he  went  to  Edmund,  Oklahoma.  Tliere  he  engaged  in 
the  live-stock  business  for  three  years,  after  whicli  lie  rt turned  to  Boone  county, 
where  he  lived  for  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  became  a  resident 
of  California,  where  he  purchased  a  fruit  ranch,  which  he  cultivated  for  ten  years. 
He  then  established  his  home  in  Gary,  Oklahoma,  where  he  continued  to  live  until 
his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  November,  1913.  For  two  decades  he  had  survived 
his  wife,  who  passed  away  May  21,  1893. 

Samuel  E.  Ewing  pursued  his  education  and  spent  his  youth  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Nebraska.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  had  passed  the  twentieth  mile- 
stone on  life's  journey,  when  he  started  out  in  the  world  independently,  securing 
emplovnutit  in  a  drug  store,  in  which  he  remained  for  five  years.  Wishing  more 
scii  iitilic  training  than  his  practical  experience  had  given  him,  he  then  entered 
\hv  (  iiigiiton  College  of  Pharmacy  at  Omaha,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1905.  He  then  secured  em])loyment  as  a  drug  clerk  in  Omaha, 
where  he  remained  until  1907,  when  lie  came  to  Creston  and  bought  out  a  drug 
store.  He  has  since  conducted  the  business  and,  having  the  only  store  in  the 
town,  is  lilii  rilly  iialroiiizcd.  He  not  only  carries  a  large  line  of  drugs  and  drug- 
gists' sundrii  s  lull  .iKo  handles  jewelry,  and  his  business  is  enjoying  a  substantial 
growth.  Tliat  he  ranks  hii^h  in  his  chosen  field  of  labor  is  indicated  in  the  fact 
tliat  he  has  been  made  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  pharmacy  examiners,  having 
served  for  two  years  of  a  five  years'  term. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1908,  Mr.  Ewing  was  married  to  Miss  Leila  Graham,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  T.  Graham,  pioneers  of  this  county.  Arriving  here 
at  an  early  epoch  in  the  development  of  this  part  of  the  state,  her  father  home- 
steaded  and  has  since  cultivated  his  farm,  although  he  is  now  seventy  j'ears  of 
age.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Ewing  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Eugene  G., 
born  December  18,  1910;  and  Helen  R.,  born  October  5,  1912. 

Mr.  Ewing  has  always  voted  with  the  republican  party  since  attaining  his 
majority  and  does  everything  in  liis  power  to  promote  its  growth  and  insure  its 
success.  He  is  now  a  nicmher  of  the  town  board  of  Creston  and  has  served  in  the 
office  for  five  years,  making  a  creditable  record  through  his  capability  and  his 
fidelity  to  duty.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  attends  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church — associations  which  indicate  much  of  the  character  of 
his  interests  and  the  principles  which  govern  his  conduct. 


JOHN  SCHMOCKER. 


Among  the  well  known  and  successful  business  men  of  Columbus  is  John 
Schmocker,  a  real-estate  and  insurance  agent.  He  was  born  in  Canton  Bern,  Switz- 
erland, November  22,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Anna  (Hostetter)  Schmocker, 
who  were  married  in  Switzerland  in  1845  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1866. 
For  one  year  they  lived  in  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  and  then  removed  to  Osage 
county,  Missouri,  where  they  resided  upon  a  farm  for  about  ten  years.  The  father 
served    as    previdcnt    of    the    school    board    in    Cliamois,    Mis.souri,    and   was    highly 
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esteemed  in  hi:<  community.  He  passed  away  NovemlH-r  30.  1871,  .iiid  was  survived 
by  his  widow  until  October  15,  1888. 

John  Schmocker  received  his  education  in  his  native  land  and  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  the  United  States.  He  remained  with  them  until  1878, 
when  he  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  where  he  worked  in  a  lumberyard  for  two 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  located  on  a  farm  in  Platte  county  but  ten  years 
later  he  again  took  up  his  residence  in  Columbus,  where  for  twelve  years  he  engaged 
in  tlie  poultry  business.  Later  he  turned  his  attention  to  collections '  and  was  for 
four  years  ckrk  in  the  county  assessor's  office  but  is  now  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
and  insurance  business.  He  is  alert,  energetic  and  possesses  sound  judgment,  and 
it  is  but  natural  that  he  should  prosper  in  his  business  affairs. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1879,  Mr.  Schmocker  was  married  in  Chamois,  .Mis- 
souri, to  Miss  Mary  E.  Wuethrick,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Fred  C;  Louise,  now  Mrs.  J.  W.  Becker,  of  Ottawa,  Kansas;  Lena  M.; 
and  Oscar  E. 

Mr.  Schmocker  is  a  democrat,  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  since  1911,  was 
for  one  term  constable  of  Platte  county  and  since  1905  has  been  registrar  of  births 
and  deaths  in  Columbus  and  vicinity.  Fraternally  lie  is  connected  with  Camp 
No.  35,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  of  Columbus,  and  since  1902  has  been  clerk  of  that 
body.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  ISIethodist  Episcopal  church.  He  is  a  val- 
ued citizen  of  Columbus  and  all  who  know  him  entertain  for  him  high  regard  and 


AUGUST    BOETTCHER. 

Various  business  interests  have  claimed  the  time  and  attention  of  August 
Boettchcr  but  at  the  present  writing,  in  the  fall  of  1915,  he  is  living  retired, 
enjoying  a  rest  wliich  he  has  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves.  He  now  makes  his 
jiome  at  No.  3'Zi  East  Ninth  street  in  Columbus,  where  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  1882.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  island  of  Riigen,  Germany,  March  15,  1850, 
liis  parents  being  Carl  and  Katrina  (Hader)  Boetteher.  The  father  worked  as  a 
laborer  in  his  native  country  and  there  passed  awa}-,  but  the  motiier  afterward 
e.nne  to  the  new   world  and  died   in  Columbus. 

August  Boetteher  had  very  limited  educational  privileges  in  his  native  country 
and  at  an  early  age  began  earning  his  living  as  a  fisherman,  continuing  in  active 
emjiloyment  of  that  character  until  the  fall  of  1871,  when  he  came  to  the  new 
world,  establishing  his  home  in  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin.  There  he  engaged  in 
clerking  in  a  general  mercantile  store  until  the  spring  of  1873,  when  he  came  to 
Columbus,  where  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  sale  of  harvesting  machinery.  He 
also  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land,  for  considerable  sections  of  the  country 
were  at  that  time  unclaimed  and  uncultivated.  After  devoting  six  years  to  the 
improvement  of  his  farm  he  purchased  a  hotel  in  Duncan,  which  he  conducted  for 
a  year  and  a  half  or  until  the  spring  of  1882,  when  he  made  a  trip  to  the  old 
country  and  returned  with  his  mother  and  sister  after  spending  si.x  montlis  in  the 
land  of  his  birth  amid  the  friends  and  scenes  of  his  early  youtii. 

In  the   fall  of    1882   Mr.   Boetteher   took   up   his   abode   in   Columbus,   where   he 
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purchased  grain  for  an  elevator  for  about  two  years.  In  188i  he  purchased  the 
hardware  store  of  E.  Pole  &  Company  and  conducted  the  business  for  twenty-four 
years,  during  which  time  he  was  accorded  a  liberal  and  gratifying  trade.  He  always 
recognized  that  satisfied  customers  are  the  best  advertisement  and  made  every 
effort  to  please  his  patrons  and  give  them  full  value  for  money  invested.  His 
reasonable  prices  and  his  honorable  dealing  lnouirht  liiin  siicetss  that  now  enables 
him  to  live  retired.  However,  he  is  still  tlu  ..uii,  r  „f  two  Imiuhncl  and  forty  acres 
of  valuable  land  west  of  Columbus  and  two  hundml  :wv<.  s  lying-  to  the  northeast 
and  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  German  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Boettcher  has  been  married  twice.  In  April,  IS?^,  he  wedded  Miss  ^lary 
Loseke,  who  died  of  diphtheria.  In  October,  1885,  Mr.  Boettcher  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Jennie  Adamson,  by  whom  he  has  twelve 
children,  eight  sons  and  four  daughters. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Boettcher  has  always  been  a  democrat  since  becoming 
a  naturalized  American  citizen  and  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council 
and  also  as  mayor  of  Columbus,  his  administration  being  characterized  by  many 
needed  reforms  and  improvements  and  by  active  service  for  the  welfare  of  the 
city  along  those  lines  which  are  ever  a  matter  of  civic  virtue  and  of  civic  pride.  He 
belongs  to  tlie  Independent  Lutheran  churcli  and  is  identified  with  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Sons  of  Herman  and  the 
M;Hiiii<r(licir.  He  has  made  several  trips  back  to  his  native  land  and  in  1915 
visittd  till  I'lii.ima  Pacific  Exposition  in  San  Francisco.  He  now  has  leisure  for 
the  eiijiiynunt  of  those  things  which  are  to  him  a  matter  of  interest  and  recreation 
and  his  prosperity  is  the  fitting  crown  of  a  well  directed  life  of  labor,  characterized 
by  honor  and  honesty  in  all  transactions  with  his  fellowmen. 


CARL  ROHDE. 


Carl  Rohdc,  a  popular  and  prosperous  citizen  of  Columbus,  has  made  his  home 
in  Platte  county  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  since  February,  1908. 
has  continuously  served  as  secretary  of  the  Sons  of  Herman,  a  German  fraternal 
organization.  His  birth  occurred  in  Hanover,  Germany,  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1856,  his  parents  being  Louis  and  Artemise  (Lyssmann)  Rohde,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany,  the  former  born  December  15,  1793.  Louis 
Rohde  was  in  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, and  afterward  at  Paris.  He  died  in  Hanover  on  the  12th  of  August,  1869, 
while  his  wife  passed  away  in  that  province  in  September,  1889.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was   a  lifelong  resident   of   Hanover. 

Carl  Rohde  spent  the  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  province 
and  then  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1873,  making  his  way  to  Rock  Island, 
Illinios,  where  lived  a  married  sister.  He  secured  employment  as  a  farm  hand 
near  the  town  and  worked  during  one  year  for  a  remuneration  of  eight  dollars 
per  month  and  board.  He  then  took  up  his  abode  in  Rock  Island  and  there  resided 
for  four  years,  spending  the  entire  period  at  work  in  a  brewery  with  the  exception 
of  six  months'  labor  in  a  lumberyard.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Texas  but  at  the 
end    of   six  months    returned   to    Rock   Island,    Illinois,  and   in   the   spring  of    1879 
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made  his  way  back  to  his  home  in  Hanover  because  of  impaired  health,  tor  he 
had  suffered  from  malarial  fever  contracted  in  Texas.  Two  years  later,  however, 
he  again  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Tecumseh,  John- 
son county,  Nebraska,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  the  spring  of  1884. 
He  next  followed  farminj;  in  Minnesota  for  six  months  and  then  embarked  in  busi- 
ness in  Jackson,  Jackson  tounty.  tliat  state,  there  continuing  to  reside  until  the 
spring  of  1886.  During  tlir  iu\t  two  years  he  conducted  a  business  enterprise  at 
Auburn,  Nemaha  county,'  Nebraska,  and  in  1888  came  to  Columbus,  this  state,  being 
liere  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  for  four  years.  Subsequently  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Platte  county  for  three  jears  and  then  again 
embarked  in  the  liquor  business  in  Columbus,  successfully  carrying  on  the  enter- 
prise until  1907.  During  the  next  year  he  rested  and  in  February,  1908,  he  was 
appointed  secretary  of  the  German  fraternal  organization  known  as  the  Sons  of 
Herman,  which  he  has  served  in  that  capacity  continuously  to  the  present  time, 
winning  reelection  in  recognition  of  his  abilitj'  in  the  discharge  of  the  important 
duties  devolving  upon  him.  He  owns  farms  and  other  property  and  is  widely 
recognized  as  a  substantial,  representative  and  esteemed  citizen  of  Columbus. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1890,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Rohde  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Marguerite  Mack,  a  daughter  of  George  Mack,  who  is  deceased. 
They  now  have  four  children,  namely:  Carl  G.,  born  July  23,  1891,  who  was  grad- 
uated from  the  University  of  Nebraska  with  the  class  of  1911;  Ernestine;  Frank 
G.,  whose  natal  day  was  :May   i,  1896;  and  Agnes  Louise. 

I\lr.  Rohde  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  is  now 
oliairman  of  the  committee  of  forestation  of  the  sand  hills  of  Nebraska.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Sons  of  Herman. 
He  is  a  Lutheran  in  religious  faith  and  belongs  to  the  Maennerchor,  of  which  . 
society  he  is  a  trustee.  Mr.  Rohde  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  determina- 
tion to  seek  a  home  in  the  new  world,  for  here  he  found  the  opportunities  which  he 
souglit  and  has  won  both  success  and  happiness. 


EDWARD  EDWARDS. 

Edward  Edwards  had  passed  the  seventy-sixth  milestone  on  life's  journey  when 
lie  was  lalli  (1  liy  diath  to  the  home  beyond.  He  had  previously  been  closely  iden- 
tifi(  (1  with  ianiiiiij;-  interests  in  Platte  county  for  many  years  and  his  life  record 
indicates  what  can  be  accomplished  when  energy  and  determination  lead  the  way. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  a  native  of  Wales,  born  in  May,  1833,  and  his  parents, 
Thomas  and  Mary  Eggers,  were  also  natives  of  that  little  rock-ribbed  country,  in 
which  they  have  always  remained,  never  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States. 
The  youthful  days  of  Edward  Edwards  were  spent  in  the  land  of  his  nativity  and 
to  the  public-school  system  he  is  indebted  for  the  educational  privileges  which  he 
enjoyed.  He  was  ambitious  to  make  the  most  of  his  time  and  opportunities  and 
when  twenty-liM  yi  ars  of  igi-  he  resolved  to  seek  a  home  beyond  the  Atlantic.  When 
his  arrangeuK  Ills  w,  ir  ])i  ifccted  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  country  and 
made  the  voyage  to  New  York,  whence  he  traveled  into  the  interior  of  the  country, 
settling  near  Iowa  Citv,  Iowa.     There  he  worked  for  two  vears,  at  the  end  of  which 
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time  lie  purchased  a  farm,  wliich  he  cultivated  with  growing  success  for  sixteen 
years.  He  then  sold  that  property  and  went  to  Red  Oak.  Iowa,  where  he  also  bought 
and  operated  land.  Upon  that  lann  hr  liv.d  for  (iit,,  n  y.  ars.  alt.r  which  he  came 
to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  invrstcd  in  aiiolii.  i-  tract  of  iaii-l,  wliieh  he  at  once 
began  to  develop  and  ini|)niM-.  coiiliiiuing  its  further  eultivalion  with  good  success 
until  his  demise,  which  oeciirr,  .1  in   1!M)9. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  niarri.,!  in  .liiii,-,  1856,  to  Miss  Ann  Thomas,  a  daughter  of 
ISrorrjan   and    Margaret    (Tnilor)    TlHinias.   who   were   also   natives   of   Wales.      Her 

City,  Jowa,  in  IS(i(i.  'I'lir  n,,.rn;,nr  nt  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  K.lwards  was  blessed  with 
nine  children,  nani<  ly  :  .Mary;  William;  .loiin  and  Ed,  twins;  Lou,  deceased;  Mar- 
garet, who  has  ;,ls,,'|,'-"l    '"''.v;   Albert;   David;  and   Rieliard. 

I\Ir.  Edwards  vnt. d  witii  the  republican  party  but  never  sought  or  desired  office, 
always  ).relVrvin-  to  .one.ntrate  his  .nergies  upon  his  business  affairs.  This  was 
one  of  til.-  snavtN  of  bis  snee.  ss  and  .nMitber  was  his  unflagging  energy  and  straight- 
forward dealing.  He  guided  his  life  at  all  times  by  the  teachings  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  of  which  he  was  a  consistent  member,  and  in  his  career  he  attempted 
to  follow  the  golden  rule,  doing  unto  others  as  he  would  have  them  do  unto  him. 


JACOB  C.  ASCHLER. 


Jacob  ('.  Asclibr  is  now  living  retired  in  Columbus  but  for  many  j'ears  was 
actively  eonnret.d  Willi  g.  nrral  agrieiillnral  pursuits  in  Platte  county.  He  has 
passed  th.  ,  liilily-lillb  nulrsl.uie  on  lil, 's  yvtrnry  .-md  is  therefore  one  of  the  ven- 
erable cili/.eus  of  the  state.  His  birth  occurred  in  Canton  Bern,.  Switzerland,  where 
he  pursued  his  education  and  continued  his  residence  to  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  determined  to  come  to  the  new  world  and  bade 
adieu  to  friends  and  native  country,  after  which  he  sailed  for  America  in  185  i,  set- 
tling first  in  Minnesota,  where  he  secured  a  Imnn  st,  •,<!  claim  of  eighty  acres.  Tak- 
ing up  his  abode  upon  that  tract,  he  there  c  ii^a^c d  in  faruiing  for  sixteen  years  and 
in  1870  removed  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  wbieb  Avas  still  a  frontier  district, 
much  of  the  land  being  yc  t  in  ])nss,  ssimi  of  the  govrrnment.  He  secured  a  home- 
stead claim  of  one  hundnd  and  sixtv  aen  s  and  later  he  bought  eighty  acres  more. 
With  characteristic  energy  he  bent  his  elforts  to  the  development,  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  the  place.  He  carefully  tilled  his  fields  and  converted  his  farm  into 
a  productive  tract  of  land,  good  crops  annually  rewarding  his  early  planting  and 
the  later  care  which  he  bestowed  upon  his  fields.  He  carried  on  general  farming 
and  also  conducted  a  successful  dairy  Imslm-s  until  1889,  when  he  felt  that  his  in- 
dustry and  capable  management  bad  limu^lii  liini  sufficient  capital  to  enable  him  to 
spend  his  remaining  days  in  the  enjoynnul  of  well  earned  rest.  Since  that  time  he 
has  had  no  business  interests  save  for  the  supervision  which  he  has  given  to  his 
investments. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  1870,  Mr.  Aschler  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louise 
Disher,  a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  who  passed  away   February   15,   1915.     To 
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tliem  were  born  ten  children,  namely:  Jacob;  Samuel;  Gottlieb;  Ernst;  Mary  and 
David,  both  of  whom  are  deceased;  Bertha;  Emma;  Louise;  and  Ross. 

On  September  20,  1915,.  Mr.  Aschler  was  again  married,  Mrs.  Lena  Anthon,  of 
Columbus,  becoming  his  wife.  She  has  lived  here  forty  years  and  is  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  prominent  old  families  of  the  county.  Her  parents,  Adam  and 
Josephine    (Flicker)   Lachner,  came  to  Platte  county  in   1873. 

After  coming  to  the  new  world  Mr.  Aschler  studied  the  political  situation  and 
conditions  of  the  country  and  became  a  stanch  ally  of  the  republican  party,  feeling 
tliat  its  plan  of  government,  if  carried  out,  would  work  for  the  best  interests  of 
tlie  community  and  the  country  at  large.  In  religious  faith  Mr.  Aschler  is  a  Meth- 
odist and  has  long  been  a  devoted  follower  of  his  church,  attempting  always  in  his 
life  to  adlierc  closely  to  the  golden  rule  and  do  unto  otliers  as  he  would  have  them 
do  unto  him.  He  is  now  one  of  the  venerable  residents  of  Columbus,  esteemed  wher- 
(  ver  known  and  most  of  all  where  he  is  best  known. 


OTTO  GROTELUESCHEX. 


Otto  Grotcluesche 


,-  old  fam- 


.ind  married  Anna  I,os,kr.  also  a  nalivr  ,.r  that  rnnnlrv.  ■|'h.  v  ranir  to  Platte 
county  among  its  early  sctthrs  and  thr  iath.r  li.m.rslrHl,  ,1  ,  i^lity  am  s  of  land  on 
section  2,  Bismark  township.  His  first  li.mi,'  was  a  |a-nnillve  one.  a  little  sod  jiouse, 
but  after  the  first  years  of  struo-l.'  and  lianlships  success  attended  his  efforts  .and 
gradually  he  worked  his  way  np  lln  incially.  As  his  resources  increased  he  added 
to  his  holdings  and  became  one  of  the  extensive  landowners  of  the  county,  Iiaving 
nine  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  His  worth  as  a  business  man  and  citizen  was 
widely  acknowledged.  He  passed  aw.-iy  in  August.  1902,  while  his  wife  survived 
until  November,  ig]."?.  Tbry  had  a  familv  of  eh  ven  ehilflrrn:  T.oni^.  wlio  is  living 
in  Iowa;  Ida,  the  dee.'as,  ,1  w,IV  „f  I'ril/.  Oil...  „1  C.Kax  rnnntv.  X,!n-,ska  ;  ,\,lnlpli, 

of  Sherman  township:  l,iz/,ic.  tl„  wil,  ni  William  i.nsrkr:  laail.  In  in,  ,„  «  ollax 
county,  Nrl.raska:  Otto:  Clara,  wlio  di,,l  in  eliildlic.o.l  ;  llos,.  ll„  uii,  nl  1  !,  nry 
I.uehrn:    licrtlia,  the  wife  of  Otto  Kortr:  and   Miiniir,   v.liu  ,.nM|i!,  I:s   ;!„■    innilr. 

Otto  (,rotelueschen,  born  and  reared  <.n  th.-  old  linn,,  M.  :„1  i:n;u  a,i,l  ,,ii,.at.d 
in  tlie  public  schools  of  this  locality,  is  now  th,-  own,  r  of  tlir,  ,■  linulr.  ,1  an,!  tu,nty 
acres  of  rich  and  valuable  land  which  formerly  l„Io..g,  ,1  t,.  his  tail,,  v.  H,  r,  sides 
on  the  old  homestead  property  and  carries  on  general  agrieulturd  |)ni-,Mits.  iiising 
both  grain  and  stock,  while  his  work  along  both  lines  is  attended  \\\'\\  'j,<uh\  iimiIIs. 
He  has  acquainted  himself  with  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  in,l  ,  ailny  for 
tlie  crops  and  diligence'and  perseverance  have  at  all  times  charaetiii/.,(l   liis   life's 

Mr.  Grotelueschen  was  married  in  1909  to  Miss  Minnie  Dirks,  a  native  of  Sher- 
man township,  this  county,  where  her  father,  Martin  Dirks,  is  still  engaged  in  farm- 
ing.     .Mr.  Grotelueschen  takes  no  active  part   in   polities   but   is  a   loyal   UKinber  of 
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the  German  Lutheran  church.  His  life  is  quietly  and  unostentatiously  passed,  but 
his  sterling  worth  is  recognized  by  his  friends  and  neighbors  among  whom  he  has 
always  lived. 


JOHN  M.  VAN  ACKEREN. 


John  M.  Van  Ackeren,  who  follows  farming  and  stock 
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He 
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lie  township,  and 
ance  of  the  place, 
mprovements  can  be  found  upon  any  farm  in  the  county.  There  is  a  large 
and  commodious  residence,  substantial  outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and 
stock,  well  kejit  ftnees  and  the  latest  improved  farm  machinery  .  He  is  most  care- 
ful in  cultivating  his  fields  and  practical  experience  has  brought  him  a  knowledge 
of  scientiiic  farming,  for  he  has  learned  to  know  the  needs  of  the  crops,  the  con- 
dition of  the  soil  and  other  things  which  are  now  taught  in  the  agricultural  schools. 
He  is  extensively  engaged  in  stock-raising,  feeding  about  two  car  loads  of  sheep 
and  two  car  loads  of  cattle  annually. 

Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Joseph  Van  Ackeren  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely: 
John  M.,  of  this  review;  Edward,  who  follows  farming  near  Cedar  Rapids,  Ne- 
braska: William,  who  is  also  engaged  in  farming  in  Humphrey  township;  Ben,  at 
liniiu  ;  Iiiuisi  ,  the  wife  of  Jim  Gordon,  a  farmer  residing  near  Cedar  Rapids;  and 
C.cli  I,  at  lioine.  The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church 
and  Mr.  Van  Ackeren  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  but 
has  no  desire  for  office. 

John  M.  Van  Ackeren  was  a  lad  of  five  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  the  new  world  and  through  the  period  of  his  boyhood  he  attended  the  district 
schools,  mastering  the  common  branches  of  learning.  In  the  summer  seasons  he 
worked  upon  the  home  farm,  assisting  his  father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years,  when  a  desire  to  benefit  more  directly  by  his  labors  led  him  to  engage 
in  farming  on  iiis  own  account.     For  two  years  he  rented  a  farm  in  Humphrey  town- 
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ship  and  then  removed  to  a  place  near  Cedar  Rapids,  Nebraska,  where  by  pureliase 
and  by  gift  he  secured  altogether  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  pasture  land 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  farm  land.  He  remained  thereon  for 
tliree  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  all  of  his  property  and  purchased  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Humphrey  township,  where  he  now  resides.  He  today 
has  a  well  improved  place  equipped  with  a  modern  residence  which  he  erected  in 
1910.  a  large  cattle  barn  built  in  1911  and  other  substantial  outbuildings  whicli 
furnish  ample  shelter  to  grain,  stock  and  farm  machinery.  He  has  secured  the 
latest  improved  agricultural  implements  and  his  fields  are  highly  cultivated,  bring- 
ing forth  good  crops  annually.  He  raises  much  small  grain  and  also  devotes  his 
.-ittention  successfully  to  the  raising  and  feeding  of  cattle  and  hogs,  being  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  of  the  younger  farmers  in  the  northern  part  of  tin- 
county.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Elevators  at  Humphrey  and  at 
Cedar  Rapids. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1905,  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Westpoint,  Nebraska. 
Mr.  Van  Ackeren  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  M.  Keller,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Johanna  (Euvens)  Keller,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Ger- 
many. On  emigrating  to  the  United  States  in  1881,  they  located  first  at  West- 
point,  Nebraska,  where  they  spent  a  short  time,  while  subsequently  the  father 
purchased  land  and  took  up  farming  in  Pirror  county,  brine:  thus  i  nj^'iged  through- 
out the  remainder  of  his  active  busiiu  ss  cnri  v.  H(  hk!  iii-  wifi  ne  now  living 
retired  in  Westpoint.  To  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  \'  ,n  Ack.  rm  li;n  ,  h, ,  n  Ixirn  six  children, 
namely:  Joseph,  whose  birth  occurred  .March  '2,  litOT,  and  who  attends  St,  Francis 
school  at  Humphrey;  Carl  Henry,  who  was  born  March  2i,  1908,  and  died  on  the 
21st  of  September  following;  Leona  :\Iary  Anna,  who  was  born  August  24,  1909. 
and  attends  St.  Francis  school;  Albert  William,  whose  natal  day  was  July  14,  1911  : 
Beatrice  Marian  Eleanor,  born  February  13,  1913;  and  Agnes  Johanna,  born  Jan- 
uary 30,   1915. 

Mr.  Van  Ackeren  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  democratic  party  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day  but  does  not  seek  or  desire  office.  He  and  his  family  are  members 
of  St.  Francis  Catholic  church  of  Humphrey  and  he  belongs  to  the  St.  Joseph's 
Men's  Society  of  that  church  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Much  of  his  life  has 
been  spent  in  this  county,  where  he  has  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance.  His 
substantial  business  qualities,  his  progressive  citizenship  and  his  sterling  traits  of 
character  have  gained  for  hnn  warm  and  enduring  regard. 


WALTER  G.  McCULLY. 

Walter  G.  McCully,  the  efficient  manager  of  the  local  electric  light,  heat  and 
power  company  of  Columbus,  is  a  native  of  Macon  county,  ^lissouri,  and  his  natal 
day  was  August  24,  1850.  His  pr.rents,  Henderson  and  Mary  J.  (Harvey)  -McCully. 
were  born  respectively  in  Tennessee  and  Missouri.     The  father  engaged  in   farni- 
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subject  was  born  in   Tennessee  but  removed  to  Missouri  when  Iiis   son  Henderson 

Walter  G.  McCully  received  his  early  cducition  in  tlie  ]3ublic  schools  of  Bloom- 
ington,  Missouri,  and  later  attended  Central  Colb  -e  at  I'ayctt,-.  tliat  state,  for  sev- 
eral years.  When  twenty  years  of  age  he  left  school  but  continued  to  reside  in 
Macon  county,  :\!issn"n.  tb,  mciter  part  of  the  time  until  1906.  In  that  year  he 
went  to  Kearney,  Nilri.ki.  \vlirre  he  assumed  charge  of  the  electric  light  plant. 
Three  years  later  lir  \'  is  luidc  manager  of  the  electric  light,  heat  and  power  plant 
of  Columbus,  Nebraska,  and  has  since  resided  here.  He  understands  thoroughly  all 
phases  of  the  business  and  under  his  management  the  plant  b.as  given  excellent 
service  to  the  people  of  Columbus. 

On  the  28th  of  April.  1875,  'Sir.  :\Icrully  was  married  in  Macon,  Missouri,  to 
Miss  Mary  M.  Miller,  and  the  children  of  this  union  are:  Walter  M. ;  Richard  O. ; 
Louise  M.,  the  wife  of  H.  H.  iMaxwcll;  Howard  H. ;  Mary  M.,  now  Mrs.  Claude 
L.  Freeman;  and  Allen  M..  at  home. 

Mr.  McCully  is  a  democrat  and  served  for  a  number  of  j-ears  as  deputy  tax 
collector  of  Macon  county,  Missouri,  and  for  four  years  was  tax  collector.  He  is  a 
man  of  high  principles,  and  as  a  citizen  manifests  a  commendable  regard  for  the 
public  welfare,  while  as  manager  of  the  electric  light,  heat  and  power  jilant  his  serv- 
ices have  been  very  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 


GUSTAV  AUGUST  SCHROEDER. 

As  sole  pro|)rietor  of  tlie  Columbus  Rolb-r  Mills.  Gustav  August  .Schroeder  is 
eoiiduetiiij:-  one  of  the  important  iiulustri;.!  eeiu-erns  of  Colunil.us  and  Platte  county. 
As  the  nanu'  implies,  he  is  of  Ciennan  lurtli.  bis  plaee  of  nativity  b.'iug  Prussia, 
and  liis  natal  day  D.aamlur  11.  IMS.  His  ],an  iits.  Carl  L.  and  Wilhelmina  Hen- 
riette  (Diilniaii)  Sehroed,  r.  were  likewis,^  natives  of  that  country  and  there  the 
m..tlier  pass,,!  away  in  ,  arly  lite.  l„r  d.  ath  oeeurriiig  in  1855.  The  father  con- 
tinued his  resid.ne,  !h,re  until  ISGj,  when  lie  emigrated  to  the  new  world  and 
made  his  «ay  to  (  bveland,  Ohio,  where  he  joined  his  children.  In  that  city  the 
father's  d.atli   oeeiirr,  d   in   1868. 

Gustav  August  Sclirocdcr  was  only  six  j-ears  of  age  wlien  he  lost  his  mother 
and  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  at  the  time  of  his  emigr,iii,)ii  to  the  new  world.  Upon 
landing  on  American  shores  he  made  his  way  at  onee  to  (  I,  xa  laud,  Ohio,  where  he 
spent  two  years  learning  the  cigarmaker's  trade.  He  then  went  to  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  and  there  learned  the  machinist's  trade,  remaining  in  the  latter  city  until 
1868.  In  December  of  that  year  he  made  his  way  westward  to  Columbus,  Ne- 
braska, and  after  looking  about  for  a  location  preempted  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Bismark  township,  Platte  county,  pa3dng  for  the  same  two  dollars 
and  a  half  per  acre.  He  proved  up  on  this  land  and  subsequently,  in  1872,  dis- 
posed of  it  at  five  dollars  an  acre  and  the  same  land  is  today  valued  at  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars  an  acre.  He  then  located  on  another  homestead  claim  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Bismark  to^vnship,  but  later  disposed  of  it  and  took 
up  his  abode  in  Columbus.  In  187S  he  and  his  brother  operated  the  first  machine 
slioji   in   the   city.      In    1875    he   embarked   in   tlic   implement   business   in   this  city. 


GUSTAV  A.    SCHROEDER 


MRS.    GUSTAV   A.    SCHROEDER 
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becoming  one  of  the  early  merchants  here.  Two  years  later,  in  1877,  he  added  a 
stock  of  hardware  and  continued  to  conduct  the  two  lines  until  1883,  when  he  sold 
out  and  engaged  in  farming  for  fliree  years  in  Stanton  county,  Nebraska.  In  1885 
the  Columbus  Milling  Company  was  organized  and  Mr.  Schroedcr  was  made  secre- 
tary of  the  corporation,  with  which  he  continued  until  the  concern  went  out  of 
hiisiness  in  1891.  He  then  secured  the  assets  of  the  company  and  reorganized 
under  the  name  of  the  Columbus  Roller  JNIills,  of  which  he  has  since  been  sole 
proj)rietor.  Under  his  able  management  the  mill  has  become  one  of  the  important 
industrial  enterprises  of  that  section  of  Platte  county  and  the  output  has  been 
increased  from  j'ear  to  year  until  the  capacity  of  the  mill  is  now  two  hundred  bar- 
rels of  flour  per  day. 

Mr.  Schroeder  was  married  in  Columbus,  in  1877,  to  Miss  Ida  E.  Hagel,  a 
d.iughter  of  William  Hagel,  by  whom  he  has  two  daughters  and  one  son:  Louisa 
Mary,  the  wife  of  L.  A.  Gitzen,  of  this  city;  Walter  H.;  and  Clara  Louisa,  who  is 
a  musician.  By  a  former  marriage  Mr.  Schroeder  also  has  a  daughter,  Melissa, 
now  Mrs.  Eddy,  a  resident  of  Warren,  Ohio. 

In  politics  Mr.  Schroeder  is  a  democrat  where  national  questions  are  involved 
hut  at  local  elections  he  votes  an  independent  ticket.  He  has  taken  the  degrees  in 
the  Scottish  and  York  Rites  in  Masonry  and  is  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  likewise  holds  membership  with  the  Elks  and  in  religious  faith  is  a  Lutheran. 
Although  he  has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life  in  connection  with  his  private  business 
interests  he  has  yet  found  time  to  cooperate  in  matters  in  which  others  are  inter- 
ested, being  a  director  in  several  manufacturing  institutions,  while  for  four  years 
lie  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  from  the  first  ward.  He  put  in  the  first  arc 
iiglit  in  Columbus  and  has  always  been  up-to-date  and  progressive  in  his  methods. 
He  has  ever  been  a  tireless  worker  and  has  developed  a  robust  constitution  capable 
of  undergoing  much  physical  endurance.  He  started  out  in  «;arly  life  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world  and  perhaps  the  highest  tribute  that  can  be  paid  him  is  that 
lie  has  been  successful  in  all  his  undertakings  and  that  he  has  so  discharged  his 
duties  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  business  man  as  to  merit  the  confidence  of  those  who 


JAMES  HENRY  GALLEY. 

During  the  formative  period  in  the  history  of  the  development  of  Columbus  along 
comuiertial  lines  James  Henry  Galley  established  a  store  in  the  little  frontier  city 
and  with  its  growth  his  business  interests  have  developed.  In  a  word,  he  has  been 
an  element  in  the  commtreial  progress  of  his  city  and  outside  the  strict  path  of 
business  he  has  done  much  to  further  public  improvement  and  uphold  high  stand- 
ards tiial  have  found  expression  in  the  city's  welfare.  A  native  of  England,  he 
was  born  in  Macclesfield,  April  23,  1810,  a  son  of  James  and  Ann  (Whittaker)  Gal- 
ley. His  father  was  a  native  of  Manchester,  England,  and  the  straitened  financial 
circumstances  of  his  parents  made  it  necessary  that  he  begin  earning  his  living  at 
an  early  age.  While  employed  in  a  cotton  mill  in  Manchester  he  wrote  upon  the 
floor  in  front  of  him  with  chalk  problems  and  lessons  which  he  sought  to  master. 
In  the  evenings  he  would  walk  three  miles  to  secure  further  instruction  and  it  was 
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in  this  way  and  under  such  difficulties  that  he  secured  an  education,  eventually  be- 
coming qualified  to  take  up  the  profession  of  teaching.  He  pursued  that  calling 
with  marked  success  for  a  number  of  years  and  displayed  exceptional  ability  in  the 
line  of  mathematics  and  noted  skill  as  a  fine  penman.  He  wedded  Ann  Whittaker, 
a  lady  of  liberal  education,  whose  father  was  proprietor  of  a  small  store  in  Maccles- 
field and  also  owner  of  a  number  of  brick  residences  in  that  city.  He  was  likewise 
a  member  of  the  militia  there  and  his  command  was  ordered  to  join  the  forces  of 
Wellington  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  where  he  arrived  just  in  time  to  witness  the 
surrender  of  Napoleon.  .\s  st.ittd.  his  daughter  became  the  wife  of  James  Galley 
and  to  them  were  born  nine  cliildic  ii.  of  whom  seven  reached  adult  age.  Among 
the  number  was  George  W.  (iallt  y,  now  deceased,  but  at  one  time  a  resident  of 
Cohmibus.  Martha  bteani,  llu  wit.  of  .Inhn  Harrow  and  resided  in  Utah  but  has 
also  passed  away.  Mary  was  tin  wiir  of  Willi-mi  l)ra])<r  and  is  deceased.  Samuel 
followed  merchandising  in  (  rt  iuliton.  NClnaska.  until  liis  demise.  Sarah  Ann  is  a 
resident  of  Creighton.     .lames  H.  e,.ni|ilet,s  tlie  family. 

In  1853  the  father  left  Kn-land  uilli  !ns  wife  and  children  and  on  the  18th  of 
January  took  passage  on  a  sailinii'  vessel,  wliieli  reaclu^d  the  harbor  of  New  Orleans 
on  the  6th  of  IMareli.  l'r..in  lliat  poinl  tlu  y  proeeerled  up  tile  Mississippi  by  steamer 
to  St.  Louis  and  si\  unf  s  lalir  r  siniieii  their  journey  liy  sleamboat  to  Keokuk. 
Iowa,  from  which  point  tliey  Irav,  hd  i.y  team  aero.-s  the  state  to  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  which  was  then  but  a  small  steamboat  landing.  The  Missouri  river  was  then 
at  high  water  the  water  s|n-ea(linn  oxer  the  bottoms  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  as 
far  as  Florence.  At  that  [joint  the  family  crossed  the  river  on  a  flat  boat  and  then 
traveled  on  over  the  plains  to  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah,  from  which  place  they  soon 
afterward  removed  to  Cedar  Valley,  where  General  Johnson  established  his  camp 
in  18j7.  Not  pleased  with  conditions  in  Utah,  tlu-  father  determined  to  return 
to  the  States  and  in  Seulenil.  r.  IsMi.  arriv,  d  at  Columbus,  Platte  county,  Ne- 
braska, where  he  purelias.d  tlnae  linuihad  and  (  iL;lity-nine  acres  of  government 
land  and  began  the  develoimienl  of  a  firm.  Not  only  did  he  give  his  attention  to 
agricultural  interests  but  also  coopt  ratid  in  many  movements  of  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity. He  was  a  man  of  ccmsiderabi,'  .ability  and  was  elected  one  of  the  first 
justices  of  the  jK-ace  in   his  part  of  the  eo unty.      Death  called  him  in   1861   and  his 

During  liis  ,  ar'iy  v.Hitli  Ja.m.s  11.  (.alley  received  instruction  from  his  father 
and  .a't  the  a,u.>  of  tw.  U,  y.  ar^  .am.  uilli  Ins  parents  to  the  new  world.  He  earned 
his  first  money  in  Ani.riea  by  li,  r.lini;  sli..  p  about  twenty  miles  south  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  along  the  mountain  sid.s.  his  .ni],loy.r  being  .\braham  Hunsaker,  the  owner 
of  a  sheep  ranch.  After  about  two  y.ars  thus  passed  Mr.  (Jalley  received  twenty 
sheep  and  a  yoke  of  three-year  ol.l  st.  .  rs  in  paym.  nt  f.>r  his  services.  Money  was 
almost  unknown  in  that  locality  and  Mr.  (iall.y  stat.  s  that  from  the  time  of  his 
arrival  in  Utah  in  18;)3  until  l,s.".7.  uli.n  (..u.ral  .l..hnson  located  a  camp  in  the 
valley  in  which  he  lived,  he  nev.  r  saw  any  e.iin  .ir  ein-rency. 

When  the  family  removed  t..  I'latt.  e.)unty  in  S.iitember,  18.59,  Omaha  was 
their  nearest  trading  point  and  they  h.id  to  go  to  Calhoun  or  Milford  to  have  their 
grist  ground,  it  often  requiring  a  week  to  make  the  trip.  On  one  occasion,  after 
going  to  the  mill,  Mr.  Galley  had  to  go  into  the  woods  and  secure  fuel  to  be  used 
in  operating  the  mill.  The  winter  of  1859-60,  the  first  winter  which  he  spent  in 
the  slate,  was  memorable  because  of  the  severity  of  the   weather.      In  January  of 
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that  year  he  and  a  party  of  companions  started  to  market  corn,  wliich  they  sold  at 
Fort  Kearney  and  at  the  ranches  along  the  Platte.  Air.  Galley  was  accompanied 
by  Ills  brother  Samuel,  his  brother-in-law,  William  Draper,  Tom  French,  of  Plum 
Creek,  and  Pat  Malloy.  They  took  with  them- three  wagons  loaded  with  ear  corn, 
each  drawn  by  three  yoke  of  cattle.  After  crossing  the  Coup  river  on  ;hc  ice  they 
camped  for  the  night  and  ere  morning  broke  a  gtniiiiic  lilizz.inl  h.ul  li.  iiiiiinl  ihcin 
in  so  that  they  were  snowbound  for  three  days.  Thry  just  er.iwlcd  nut  oi  their 
wagons  to  preiJ.-irr  a  little  cottee  and  then  back  into  tluui  to  roll  up  in  thiir  robes. 
At  no  time  during  those  tliree  days  could  they  see  more  than  two  nuls  Iroui  Ihcir 
wagon.  They  turned  their  cattle  loose  into  the  bushes  to  care  tor  theuis,lv,  s.  n.ir 
did  the  owners  dare  look  b.r  tlicui  until  tlie  storm  w-is  over.  When  tile  storm  iiad 
jiassed,  liowever.  the  eitth-  \v,  re  Idurul  in  safety  aud  the  young  men  proceeded  to 
Fort  Kearney,  the  snow  laying  upon  the  ground  to  ,i  de))th  of  two  feet.  They  were 
obliged  to  sleep  in  their  wagons  at  night,  for  there  were  few  settlements  along  that 
route.  When  they  reached  the  Platte  river  it  re(|uir,  ,1  all  d.iv  to  f,n-d  the  stre:im. 
which  was  accomplished  by  hitching  the  nine  yoke  of  eatth'  to  nn,  \vai;i.u  at  a  time, 
this  being  the  only  way  in  which  they  eould  gvt  s.ifely  ti;r,„i-li  tli,  water  and  ice. 
Sueli  were  some  of  the"  hardships  .xp^-neneed  by  tlir  r;.rl\  ^,  \\\,v.  ,;n.l  Mr.  Galley 
eould  relate  many  another  interesting  tal,'  of  the  eon.lilmns  ,.|    |,inn,  ,,■  tinu-s. 

In  the  fall  of  I8(i-  he  enlistxi  as  a  |,nvatr  ..f  (  ,.u,|,;,n\  k.  Sr.nud  Reginu-nt, 
Nebraska  Cavalry,  and  partieipated  in  the  Indian  war  and  lu  the  battle  of  White 
Stone  Hills  ill  South  Dakota  under  eoniuiand  ,.1  Ccneral  Sully.  Aft.r  bring  hon- 
orably (bseharg.'d  at  Omaha  in  I.SC.'i  he  return, d  to  Columbus  and  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  larmiug  until  tlir  sprin;;-  of  1  SiiC.  He  then  embarked  in  merchandising 
in  p.artiurslii))  with  \'ineent  Kummer.  who  at  that  time  was  county  treasurer  of 
Platte  county.  A  year' later,  \un^,^,v.  lh,y  (l,s|,osrd  ..f  their  store  to  Dale  &  Wil- 
lard  and  Mr.  Galley  resumed  ,:m„ultiir;,l  pursuits.  In  INT.':  the  firm  of  J.  H. 
Galley  &  Brother  was  establish,  d  b.r  tli,'  e.miluet  of  .a  iii,re,uitile  business  and  suc- 
cess attended  the  new  enterprise  so  that  in  issii  ili,y  ,  s|,,l.lislud  a  branch  store. at 
Creighton.  Their  partnership  was  conlinuii!  nnlil  Ism'.  wlini  the  firm  dissolved, 
Samuel  Galley  taking  the  Creighton  stor,  .  uliil,  .1  ,i,,,  s  (,,,11,  y  retained  the  owner- 
ship of  the  Colninbus  establishment.  Hi-n-  he  h.is  sm,-,  cmtinued  business  and  is 
one  of  th,  pn.sp,  runs  merchants  and  one  of  th,'  iii,is|  i,  li  iM,'.  progressive  and  en- 
terprising busiihss  men  of  this  section  of  the  st.it,  .  N,)t  t,,  know  J.  H.  Galley  in 
Piatt,'  eonntv  ,in(l  this  part  of  Nebraska  is  to  argue  oneself  unknown.  He  is  one 
of  th,  111,!,  si  pi, in,  1  r  merchants  and  has  a  most  extensive  acquaintance,  being  held 
in  the  high,  st  ,  si,  ,  ui  by  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

On  the  '^-..'d  of  February,  1871,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Galley  and 
Miss  Helen  Hudson,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Judge  H.  J.  Hudson,  of  Columbus,  who 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Platte  county.  They  have  become  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  two  daughters.  Albert  J.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Columbus 
high  school  and  of  Rhocbaugh's  Commercial  College  of  Omaha,  is  now  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Galley  Dry  Goods  Company.  Vincent  H.  also  attended  the  Rhoe- 
baugh  Commercial  College,  but  has  passed  away.  Walter,  who  completed  a  course 
in  the  Gem  City  Commercial  College  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  is  now  living  in  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri.  Ktlii  1  (i.,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Columbus  high  school  and  from 
the  University  School  of  Music  at  Lincoln,  is  now  the  wife  of  Mark  H.  Rafhburn, 
of  Columbus.     Farl  R.  occuiiies  a  clerical  position  in  the  First   National  Bank.  Wil- 
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liam  H.  has  been  called  from  this  life,  Maud  E.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Columbus  high 
school  and  is  now  teaching  in  the  public  schools,  and  Clifford  R.,  who  was  grad- 
uated from  tlie  high  school  of  Columbus,  is  in  Seattle,  Washington. 

]\Ir.  Galley  rejoices  in  the  fact  that  he  was  able  to  give  his  children  much  bet- 
ter educational  advantages  than  were  accorded  him.  He  has  always  stood  for  that 
which  works  for  progress  and  improvement  and  his  efforts  have  been  an  element  in 
public  advancement.  For  twelve  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  education 
of  Columbus  and  was  treasurer  of  school  district  No.  9  for  several  years.  His 
political  allegiance  has  always  been  given  to  the  republican  party  and  he  was  elected 
on  its  ticket  to  the  office  of  coroner  of  Platte  county  in  1867.  He  has  also  served 
for  several  terms  in  the  Columbus  city  council,  exercising  his  official  prerogatives 
in  support  of  many  plans  and  measures  for  tlie  general  good.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  Baker  Post,  No.  9,  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  honored  with  the  office  of  com- 
mander for  two  terms,  during  which  period  he  was  instrumental  in  procuring  the 
erection  of  a  monument  in  the  public  park  of  Columbus  in  honor  of  the  soldiers 
and  sailors  of  the  Civil  war.  Since  1878  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  has  held  all  of  the  offices  of  the  local  lodge  and  has  twice  been  a  member 
of  the  grand  council,  but  was  forced  out  by  the  excessive  rates  imposed  by  the 
grand  council  on  all  members  over  sixty-five  years.  Aside  from  his  commercial  in- 
terests he  has  been  vice  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Columbus  and 
over  his  business  and  political  record  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong  nor  suspicion 
of  evil.  His  life  has  indeed  been  well  spent  and  is  fruitful  of  good  results,  gain- 
ing for  him  not  only  a  substantial  competence  but  the  merited  respect  and  esteem 
which  are  the  reward  of  a  well  spent  life. 


JOHN  W.  EGGERS. 


John  W.  Eggers,  living  in  Humphrey,  is  proprietor  of  a  delivery  line  and  de- 
livers goods  for  all  of  the  stores  and  meat  markets  of'the  town.  He  has  conducted 
this  business  for  three  years,  meeting  with  growing  success  in  the  undertaking.  He 
is  one  of  Platte  county's  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Lindsay,  October 
27,  1888.  His  parents  were  John  H.  and  Augusta  (Wendt)  Eggers,  who  were 
natives  of  Germany.  The  father  came  to  America  when  eighteen  years  of  age, 
crossing  the  Atlantic  in  1882.  Attracted  by  the  opportunities  of  the  growing  west, 
he  made  his  way  into  tiie  interior  of  the  country,  settling  at  Lindsay,  Platte  county. 
He  was  a  wagon  maker,  having  learned  the  trade  in  the  old  country,  where  lie  fol- 
lowed it  until  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  he  resumed  work  along  that  line  in 
America.  He  also  engaged  in  carpentering  and  worked  at  that  business  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  of  his  residence  in  Lindsay  and  in  Humphrey.  In  1911 
he  removed  to  Bellingham,  Washington,  where  he  noM'  resides  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
one  years,  and  his  wife  has  also  reached  the  same  age. 

John  W.  Eggers  was  reared  in  Humphrey,  attending  the  public  schools,  and 
when  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  he  began  work  as  a  farm  hand,  following  that 
occupation  for  four  years.  He  afterward  carried  on  farming  on  his  own  account 
for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  removed  to  Humphrey  and  bought  out  the 
delivery  line  whicli  he  now  owns  and  conducts.     He  has  secured  a  liberal  patronage. 
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delivering  goods  for  all  the  stores  and  the  meat  markets  of  the  town,  continuing 
this  business  with  gratifying  success  for  three  years. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1912,  Mr.  Eggers  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Braun, 
a  daiiglitir  of  Joseph  and  Eva  (Schcidemantel)  Braun,  natives  of  Wisconsin.  Her 
father  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  that  state,  in  Iowa  and  in  Nebraska.  After 
coming  to  Platte  county  in  1878  he  put  aside  the  work  of  the  schoolroom  and  se- 
cured a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Humphrey  township,  which 
he  has  since  owned  and  cultivated,  making  many  modern  improvements  upon  it 
and  developing  a  farm  according  to  enterprising  agricultural  ideas  of  the  present. 
He  is  now  sixty-five  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  has  reached  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eggers  have  become  the  parents  of  one  child,  Dennis  Jean,  who 
was  born  June  4,  1915.  Mr.  Eggers  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  his  religious  belief  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  to  which  his  wife 
also  adheres.  His  political  faith  is  that  of  the  democratic  party,  but  he  has  never 
sought  nor  desired  office,  preferring  always  to  give  his  attention  to  his  business 
affairs.  He  has  worked  earnestly  and  persistently  and  his  success  has  its  root  in 
his  diligence. 


GEORGE  G.  ENGELHORN. 

For  an  extended  period  George  G.  Engelhorn  was  actively  identified  with  indus- 
trial interests  in  Platte  Center,  where  for  twenty  years  he  engaged  in  wagon  manu- 
facturing. He  then  retired  and  is  now  resting  from  further  labor,  his  previous 
success  having  been  sufficient  to  supply  him  with  all  of  the  comforts  and  some  of  the 
luxuries  of  life.  He  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany.  November  2,  1850,  a  son  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Engelhorn,  who  in  the  year  1852  brought  their  family  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Lansing,  Iowa,  where  the  father  purchased  one  hun 
dred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  at  once  began  to  till  the  soil  and  carried  on  gen- 
eral farming  until  his  death. 

George  G.  Engelhorn  was  only  two  years  of  age  when  brought  to  America  and 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  put  aside  his  textbooks  and  began  learning  the  wagon 
maker's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  several  years  as  apprentice  and  employe.  He 
afterward  removed  to  Albion,  Iowa,  where  he  established  a  wagon  factory,  conduct- 
ing business  at  that  place  for  eleven  years.  He  next  went  to  Hay  Springs,  where 
he  continued  in  the  same  business  for  several  years,  and  in  1 893  he  came  to  Platte 
Center,  where  he  began  the  manufacture  of  wagons,  continuing  in  the  business  up  to 
the  time  of  his  retirement  in  tlie  year  191.'?.  During  all  this  period  he  held  to  a 
high  standard  of  excellence.  His  wagons  were  thoroughly  constructed  and  well 
finished,  having  qualities  of  stability  and  endurance  that  recommended  them  to  the 
public  patronage.  He  therefore  won  a  good  trade  and  his  business  became  a  profit- 
.able  one. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1878,  Mr.  Engelhorn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mattie  Rippie,  her  parents  being  George  and  Katherine  Rippie,  of  Germany.  To 
them  have  been  born  six  children,  as  follows:  Lizzie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Peter 
Anderson,  a  farmer  residing  near  Monroe.  Nebraska;  George;  Edward,  a  resident 
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of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin;  Charles,  who  is  on  the  United  States  battleship,  Ten- 
nessee; William,  living  in  Winnipeg,  Canada;  and  Clarence,  at  home. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Engelhorn  is  connected  with  the  Royal  Highlanders  of  Platte 
Center,  being  a  charter  member  of  that  organization.  His  political  views  coincide 
with  the  principles  of  the  democratic  party.  He  belongs  to  the  German  Lutheran 
church  and  his  life  measures  up  to  its  standards,  for  he  has  closely  followed  its 
teachings  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  furthering  its  work  and  extending  its  in- 
fluence. Mr.  Engelhorn  deserves  great  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished  and 
may  well  be  termed  a  self-made  man,  for  he  has  been  both  the  builder  and  architect 
of  his  own  fortunes.  Starting  out  empty-handed  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen  years, 
he  gained  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  in  which  he  ever  afterward  continued 
until  he  put  aside  business  cares,  and  his  concentration  of  purpose  and  close  appli- 
cation were  salient  features  in  his  prosperity. 


PETER   RIPP. 


Peter  Ripp  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  Platte  county,  and  tlie  farm 
upon  wlii.-h  lir  now  lives  and  whieh  is  one  of  the  well  developed  properties  of  Bur- 
rows t(. unship  w;is  .-,  tr.Kt  nl  raw  |n-ainr  eov.r.  d  witli  wild  jrr.-isses  when  it  came 
into  bis  |)(iss(ssi(iii.  Ill-  li.is  li\i(l  ti>  witiiiss  aliniist  the  nitire  development  and 
improvriiiciit    ut    tli(    I'cmnty    and    lias   contributed    in    larne   measure   to   its   progress 

Mr.  Hijip  was  lorn  on  the  Rhine,  in  Prussia,  September  12,  1839,  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Gertrude  (Hoch)  Ripp.  who  were  likewise  natives  of  that  country. 
The  father  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming  and  in  183.5  he  eame  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Springfield.  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  purchased 
land  and  carried  on  general  aorieultiiral  pursuits,  making  his  home  there  for  about 
fifteen  years  or  until  lS(i!).  wIk  n  lie  n  uKncil  to  Platb'  ((umty.  Nebraska,  taking  up 
his  abode  six  miles  nortliwrst  ot  (dlunilms.  TlMri'  lir  pureliased  railroad  land  and 
settled  upon  it,  coneentr.itini;  his  i  Itorts  upon  its  cultivation  and  improvement,  his 
labors  bringing  a  marked  transformation  in  the  appearance  of  the  property,  which 
he  converted  into  produetixc  lii  Ids.  Upon  that  farm  the  father  passed  away  and 
after  his  death  the  mother  removed   to   Humphrey,  where  her  demise  occurred. 

Peter  Ripp  attended  school  in  Germany  and  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm. 
He  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  and  continued  to  assist  his  father 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  when  he  secured  a  homestead  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  sk  tion  JC.  Burrows  township,  and  has  since  resided 
there,  covering  a  period  oi  mon  than  a  half  century.  He  afterward  cultivated, 
developed  and  improved  this  place  until  1900,  when  he  gave  up  active  farm  work 
and  retired  from  business  life,  renting  his  land  to  his  sons.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  added  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  to  the  original  farm,  but  he  has  since 
divided  his  property  with  his  children  and  now  owns  only  one  hundred  and  sixty 

On  the  .Slst  of  October,  1862,  .Mr.  Ripp  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Agnes 
Warringer.  a  native  of  Germany.  They  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  1912, 
on  which  occasion  their  children  and  grandchildren  were  all  in  attendance.     A  big 
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feast  was  held  and  the  bride  and  groom  of  fifty  years  before  received  many  beau- 
tiful .ukI  val\i.-.!)lp  siifts  from  friends  and  relatives,  ilrs.  Ripp  was  the  daughter  of 
Mrs.  (i.  liriidr  W  iniii-.  r.  i  iistivc  of  Germany,  who  with  her  daughter  Agnes  came 
to  thi  I  nilnl  St  ti -,.  SI  ttiin-  in  (  liicago.  Later  they  removed  to  Madison  county, 
Wisi'oiisin.  \\liii-t  Mis.  Waniiigir  jjasscd  away.  She  lost  her  husband  during  the 
early  -iillioml  nt  Mis.  Ripp.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ripp  were  born  eleven  children,  of 
whoii:  M\  ii'i  \'t  li\ing,  as  follows:  Henry,  who  was  born  August  6,  180a,  and 
who  is  now  I  I  nui.r  of  Buffalo  county,  Nebra.ska;  Jacob,  who  v 
1865,  and  also  follows  farming  in  Buffalo  county,  tliis  st-ite  :  Am 
in  18G8  and  is  the  wife  of  August  Hamling.  an  aoriculturist  of  FLi 
beth,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1870  and  who  gavr  lit  r  hand  in  n 
.Juchter,  a  farmer  of  Burrows  township;  Katie,  who  was  born  May 
now  lives  with  her  parents,  being  the  widow  of  Joseph  Leoffelholz,  who  died  August 
20,  1913;  and  William,  who  was  born  July  2,  1879,  and  is  an  agriculturist  of  Madi- 
son county,  Nebraska. 

Mr.  Ripp  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  St.  Anthony's  Catholic  church  of  Bur- 
rows township,  to  which  he  and  his  family  belong,  and  for  several  years  he  served 
as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  and  has  filled  the 
office  of  road  supervisor.  There  are  few  residents  of  Platte  county  who  have  re- 
mained within  its  borders  for  a  longer  period  than  Mr.  Ripp,  whose  farm  at  the 
time  he  took  possession  of  it  was  a  tract  of  raw  prairie  covered  with  the  native 
grasses  and  starred  with  a  million  wild  flowers  in  June,  while  the  winter  months 
brought  a  sheet  of  snow.  Comparatively  few  roads  had  been  laid  out  and  only  here 
and  there  was  a  settlement  to  show  that  the  work  of  improvement  had  begun.  Mr. 
Ripp  built  house  and  barns  upon  his  place  and  carried  on  the  work  of  gener^  im- 
j)rovement  upon  his  farm  for  many  years,  gaining  therefrom  a  good  living,  but  in 
the  evening  of  his  days  he  is  now  retired  and  he  well  deserves  the  rest  and  com- 
forts that  are  his. 


HENRY  W.  ARTS. 


Henry  W.  Abts,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  H.  W.  Abts  Company,  a  wholesale 
•irocery  concern,  has  been  a  potent  factor  in  the  commercial  development  of  Co- 
lumbus. He  was  born  in  Cassville.  Wisconsin,  September  4,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of 
Jolin  P.  and  Elizabeth  (Greenback)  Abts,  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  former 
born  in  1833.  They  were  married  in  their  native  land  and  continued  to  reside 
tlure  until  1858,  when  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  making  their  way  to 
Wisconsin,  where  they  located  and  where  the  father  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  1870  they  removed  to  Cedar  county,  Nebraska,  whence  they  came  in  1877  to 
Platte  county.  The  father  died  here  in  1906  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  this 
county  in  1900. 

Hcnrv  W.  Abts  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Cedar  and  Platte 
counti(  s.  \.  lir.iski.  but  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  put  aside  his  textbooks  and  began 
proviflini;  lor  liis  own  support.  He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  1882,  when 
he  e.imr  to  Columbus.  Nebraska,  where  he  engaged  in  the  drayage  business  for 
about   seven   years.      In    1888   he   entered  the   wholesale  grocery   field   and  has  built 


228       PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

up  a  large  business  which  is  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  H.  W.  Abts  Company. 
Their  goods  are  of  high  quality,  their  prices  reasonable  and  their  methods  thor- 
oughly honorable,  and  their  line  is  popular  with  the  trade. 

Mr.  Abts  was  married  October  26,  1887,  in  Columbus,  to  Miss  Mary  Henkel- 
man,  a  daughter  of  the  late  John  Henkelman,  and  they  have  six  living  children, 
namely:  Matthew  C,  Clara  C,  John,  Mary  O.,  Henry  J.  and  Dorothea  B.  They 
lost  a  daughter,  Lizzie,  who  died  July  8,  1900,  when  nine  and  a  half  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Abts  is  a  democrat  but  has  been  too  much  absorbed  in  his  business  aiTairs 
to  take  an  active  part  in  politics.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the 
Catholic  Knights  of  America  and  to  the  Foresters,  and,  as  these  affiliations  indi- 
cate, is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  He  is  a  man  of  great  capacity 
for  work  and  unfaltering  determination,  and,  although  he  began  with  nothing,  he 
is  now  at  the  head  of  a  large  and  growing  business.  He  has  not  only  gained  finan- 
cial independence  for  himself  but  has  also  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
pansion  of  Columbus. 


GEORGE    M.    SMITH. 

George  M.  Smith,  who  for  a  number  of  years  was  connected  with  the  business 
interests  of  Humphrey,  passed  away  on  the  20th  of  June,  1913.  He  was  then  but 
forty-seven  years  of  age,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Missouri  on  the  22d  of  May, 
1866*  His  parents  were  Benedict  and  Rehida  (Wingburg)  Smith,  both  natives 
of  Germany,  whence  they  came  to  the  new  world  in  early  life,  settling  in  Kansas. 
The  father  resided  in  that  state  for  several  years  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming  there,  but  his  property  holdings  were  entirely  destroyed  in  a  cyclone. 
He  afterward  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  carried  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  several  years  or  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death 
in  September,  1913.  His  widow  still  survives  and  now  makes  her  honie  in 
Humphrey. 

George  M.  Smith  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  state, 
acquired  a  public-school  education  and  remained  with  his  parents  much  of  the 
time  until  his  marriage.  However,  before  that  event  was  celebrated  he  went  to 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  he  learned  the  butchering  business  and  followed  it  in  that 
city  for  a  time.  He  was  afterward  employed  as  a  butcher  in  Columbus  and  in 
1886  he  came  to  Humphrey,  where  he  opened  a  meat  market  in  partnersliip  with 
Walter  Gehr.  This  they  conducted  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  Smith 
purchased  his  partner's  interest  and  continued  business  alone  for  several  years. 
He  then  sold  out  and  established  a  saloon,  which  he  conducted  througliout  liis 
remaining  days. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1886,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa 
Snyder,  wlio  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  February  22,  1863,  her  parents  being 
Pliillip  and  Catherine  (Natcher)  Snyder,  natives  of  Germany.  They  emigrated 
to  tlie  United  States  in  the  late  '40s,  locating  in  Sheldon  Center,  New  York,  where 
tlie  father  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  until  bis  demise  in  July,  1888. 
The  death  of  the  mother  occurred  in  November,  1878.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  reared 
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two  adopted  children,  :\Iinnie  M.  and  Thomas,  wlio  are  now  eighteen  and  nine  years 
of  age  respectively. 

Mr.  Smith  was  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  church  and  passed  away  in  that 
faitli.  Politically  he  was  a  democrat  and  at  one  time  was  a  member  of  the  town 
council  of  Humphrey.  Many  of  his  fellow  townsmen  entertained  for  him  warm 
i-cjjard  and  felt  deep  regret  wlien  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest. 


DAVID  T.  MARTYN,  Jr.,  M.  D. 

Dr.  David  T.  Martyn,  Jr.,  who  stands  in  the  first  rank  of  the  medical  frater- 
nity in  Columbus,  has  there  been  engaged  in  general  jjractice  since  1902  and  has 
won  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  skilled  and  successful  representative  of  the  profes- 
sion. His  birth  occurred  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  on  the  13th  of  January,  1878, 
his  parents  being  David  Tliomas  and  Susan  P.  (George)  Martyn.  A  sketch  of 
the  father,  "than  whom  no  other  physician  was  ever  more  loved  and  respected," 
is  given  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

David  T.  Martyn,  Jr.,  completed  the  high-school  course  in  Columbus  by 
graduation  in  1897  and  four  years  later  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the 
medical  department  of  Creighton  University  at  Omaha.  In  1901  and  1902  he 
pursued  post-graduate  work  in  Chicago  and  then  located  for  practice  in  Columbus, 
where  he  has  since  remained  and  where  he  has  won  merited  recognition  as  a  prom- 
inent and  able  physician.  His  skill  has  brought  to  him  a  liberal  and  gratifying 
practice,  while  bis  close  conformity  to  the  ethics  of  the  profession  has  gained  for 
him  the  high  regard  of  his  brethren  of  the  medical  fraternity.  He  is  a  man  of 
broad  ideals,  scrupulous  conscientiousness  and  superior  professional  attainments  and 
lias  advanced  through  his  own  efforts  to  a  place  of  distinction  in  his  chosen  field. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1909,  in  Mount  Sterling,  Illinois,  Dr.  Martyn  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Winifred  P.  Rottger,  by  whom  he  has  two  children:  Eugenia 
Susan;  and  Lucy  R.,  who  was  born  June  18,  1915.  In  his  political  views  the  Doctor 
is  independent,  supporting  men  and  measures  rather  than  party,  while  fraternally 
he  is  known  as  a  Master  Mason  and  an  Elk. 


BRUNO  ZUERLEIN. 

The  name  of  Zuerlein  has  become  a  synonym  for  high  standard  of  work  at  the 
trade  of  a  brick  and  stone  ma.son.  It  is  this  pursuit  which  Bruno  Zuerlein  follows 
and  it  is  also  the  chosen  occupation  of  his  brother,  Joseph  Zuerlein,  and  was 
followed  by  their  father  before  them.  Bruno  Zuerlein  understands  every  phase 
of  tlie  business  and  the  excellence  of  his  work  has  gained  for  him  a  liberal  patronage. 

Mr.  Zuerlein  was  born  in  Germany,  March  2,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and 
Catherine  Zuerlein,  of  whom  mention  is  made  on  another  page  of  this  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  history  of  Joseph  Zuerlein.  His  j'outhful  days  were  spent  in  his 
native  land  and  when  his  public-school  education  was  completed  he  began  learning 
the  stone  and  brick  mason's  trade,  which  he   followed   in   Germanv  until    1882.      In 
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that  year  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  country  and  sailed  for  America,  taking 
up  his  abode  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  employed  until  March  2,  ISSi,  when 
he  started  across  the  country  with  Humphrey,  Nebraska,  as  his  destination.  Here 
he  has  since  followed  his  trade  and  has  won  a  liberal  measure  of  success.  He  built 
and  owns  a  two-story  brick  residence  in  Humphrey  and  his  property  holdings 
inchuic  three  vacant  lots  in  the  city. 

In  November.  J  880,  Ertmo  Zuerlein  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Dora 
ZuerUin.  a  daughter  of  :\Iichael  Zuerlein,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany.  He,  too, 
was  a  stone  and  brick  mason  and  in  1881.  .■••luir  t<.  Ilir  iirw  world,  working  at  his 
trade  in  Humphrey  for  many  years.  He  i^  now  In  1110  n  UimI.  h.i\iii-  r(  aehed  the 
advanced  age  of  eigiity-four  years.  The  iiiollu  r  (j1  Mrs.  /ucrlein  ]>assid  away  in 
189.'5.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruno  Zuerlein  have  been  born  eleven  children:  Joseph, 
Christina,  Michael,  Frank,  Agnes,  Herman,  Catherine,  Henry  and  Cecelia,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  and  Anna,  the  third  born,  and  Margaret,  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth,  now  deceased. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Zuerlein  is  a  democrat,  having  given  stalwart  support 
to  the  party  since  he  became  a  naturalized  American  citizen.  He  and  his  family 
are  eoiinnuniciiits  of  tlu  ('.liholic  church  and  he  belongs  to  the  Catholic  Order  of 
i'ore.st(  rs.  IK  is  widrly  known  in  Humphrey,  where  he  has  now  made  his  home 
for  thirty-one  \e;\rs.  ;in<l  bis  substantial  qualities  as  a  business  man  and  citizen 
have  gained  him  the   warm  r,-gard  of  all. 


JAMES  McDERMOTT. 

Tliat  Platte  county  is  an  excellent  agricultural  district  is  indicated  in  the  fact 
that  among  the  citizens  of  Columbus  there  is  a  large  percentage  of  retired  farmers, 
men  who  in  cultivating  their  fields  have  won  substantial  prosperity  that  now 
enables  them  to  rest  from  further  labors.  A  representative  of  tins  class  is  James 
McDermott,  who  now  makes  his  home  at  1922  Platte  street.  He  was  born  in 
County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  April  10,  1844,  a  son  of  Bernard  and  Anna  (Murphy) 
McDermott.  He  was  the  youngest  in  their  family  of  nine  children  and,  like  the 
others  of  the  household,  acquired  a  common-school  education.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  America  since  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Settling  in  Lafay- 
ette county,  Wisconsin.  Ik  \\,is  employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  eleven  or  twelve  years 
and  in  1889  cann  to  I'liil,  county,  securing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Gran- 
ville township.  Tlos  w-s  r.ulroad  land  for  which  he  paid  five  dollars  per  acre. 
With  char.iet(  listie  energy  he  began  its  development,  broke  the  sod,  planted  the 
seed  and  in  ilue  lonrse  of  time  gathered  good  harvests.  Year  after  year  he  care- 
fully and  ])ersistently  continued  the  work  of  the  farm  and  as  time  passed  gained 
,  a  substantial  competence  as  the  reward  of  his  labors.  He  continued  to  live  upon 
the  old  homestead  until  the  spring  of  1907,  when  he  removed  to  Columbus.  He  is 
still  interested  in  lands  in  Madison  county,  Nebraska,  and  derives  therefrom  a 
good  income.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  German  National  Bank  of  Columbus. 
In  Lafayette  county,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  McDermott  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Jane  Donohue,  her  father  being  Edward  Donohue.  an  old  settler  of  that 
county.     To  them  have  been  born  seven  children,  as  follows:  Bernard,  who  wedded 
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Miss  Anna  Lubischer  and  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Humphrey,  this  county ; 
Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Max  Stenger.  of  Madison  county,  Nebraska;  Kate,  who 
is  a  resident  of  Madison,  Nebraska;  Kdward.  who  is  in  the  service  of  the  Nebraska 
Bridge  &  Supply  Company  of  Oni.dia  :  I  ydia.  living  in  Madison,  this  state;  John, 
who  is  a  resident  of  David  City,  Nebraska;  and   George,  at  home. 

The  parents  and  children  are  members  of  tin  (  ■^llinlic  diurcli  and  in  his  politi- 
cal views  Mr.  McDermott  has  always  been  a  di  iihk  rat.  11.  has  never  sought  nor 
desired  political  office  but  for  eighteen  years  soNtd  as  s,li,.,)l  director  in  Histriet 
No.  66  and  was  an  enthusiastic  advnr.tr  of  .jn^nl  s,l„„,ls.  I'l-atrnially  W  is  con- 
nected with  Columbus  I.,Klav  nt  Ih,^  Kni-lits  nf  (  oluinbus,  an  or-ain/.al  i„M  u  hich 
draws  its  membership  from  the  representatives  uf  llu;  Caliiolic  church.  Since  .st.art- 
ing  out  in  the  business  world  on  his  own  account  he  has  made  his  way  unaided  and 
whatever  success  he  has  achieved  or  enjoyed  is  the  direct  reward  of  his  earnest 
jinrpose   and   indefatigable   eflPort. 


JOHN   F.  FUCHS. 

John  F.  Fuchs  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Humphrey  town- 
ship and  makes  liis  home  on  section  27,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming. 
He  was  born  in  that  township,  October  20,  1884,  his  parents  being  Ferdinand  and 
Elizabeth  (Brockhaus)  Fuchs,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  At  the 
usual  age  he  began  his  education,  attending  the  parochial  school  in  Humphrey, 
while  in  the  school  of  experience  he  also  learned  many  valuable  lessons  concerning 
those  things  which  are  vital  in  life  and  concerning  tlie  l-est  methods  of  tilling  and 
developing  a  farm.  He  early  began  work  in  tin-  fii  liK.  assisting  his  father,  and 
he  remained  upon  the  home  farm  with  his  i)aniits  until  !u  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years,  when  his  father  gave  him  one  liuiiiirrd  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
on  section  27,  Humphrey  township.  In  addition  lo  his  innne  property  he  also 
operates  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  adjoining  \vlu(  li  In  nuts  from  his  father. 
His  time  is  well  spent  in  the  management  of  his  i.irui.  and  in  its  cultivation  he 
follows  modern,  progressive  methods,  carefully  rotating  his  crops  and  studying  the 
questions  of  soil  and  crop  production.  From  practical  experience  he  has  learned 
many  valuable  lessons  and  the  excellent  appearance  of  his  property  indicates  him 
to  be  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  county.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers 
Elevator  Company  of  Humphrey  but  concentrates  the  greater  part  of  his  attention 
upon  the  work  of  the  fields  on  his  home  place. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1912,  Mr.  Fuchs  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Fred  H.  and  Anna  (Ottis)  Smith,  the  former  a  native 
of  Johnsburg,  Illinois,  and  the  latter  of  Mount  Calvary,  Wisconsin.  Her  father 
lived  with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  when  he  came 
to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  purchased  land,  which  he  afterward  culti- 
vated until  lOOl.  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Oklahoma.  There  he  purchased 
land,  which  he  is  still  cultivating.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  living  and  both  are 
fifty-six  years  of  age.  There  were  ten  children  in  their  family,  five  of  whom 
survive,  namely:  ,Inhn  K. :  Mrs.  Thomas  Werner:  Mrs.  John  F.  Fuchs;  Catherine 
and  Anthonv. 
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ISIr.  and  Mrs.  Fuchs  have  but  one  child.  Freddie  J.,  who  was  born  November 
6,  1913.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  Mr.  Fuchs  is 
identified  with  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  At  the  polls  he  is  a  democrat, 
voting  for  the  men  and  measures  of  the  party,  but  he  is  not  an  active  party  worker, 
preferring  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  farm.  He  realizes  fully  the  value 
of  industry  and  determination,  and  persistent,  earnest  effort  is  winning  for  him  a 
comfortable  competence. 


PETER    BENDER. 


Peter  Bender,  deceased,  was  one  of  the  largest  landowners  of  Platte  county 
and  the  importance  of  his  business  affairs  and  the  creditable  relation  which  he 
maintained  toward  public  interests  marked  him  as  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  his 
community,  causing  his  death  to  be  deeply  regretted  when  he  passed  away.  He 
was  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  that  Germany  furnished  to  Nebraska.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Menamebach,  Germany,  June  12,  1852,  his  parents  being  Peter  and 
Catharine  (Mallmann)  Bender.  The  father's  birth  occurred  in  the  same  place 
October  3,  1825,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Wenhausen  on  the  17th  of  February, 
1832.  They  came  to  America  with  their  family  when  their  son  Peter  was  but 
four  years  old  and  settled  upon  a  farm  near  Henry,  Illinois.  There  the  son  was 
reared  to  young  manhood,  early  becoming  familiar  with  all  the  duties  and  labors 
that  'fall  to  the  lot  of  the   agriculturist. 

In  1876  Mr.  Bender  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  Hatzbuehler,  who 
passed  away  in  1894.  To  them  were  born  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  still 
survive,  as  follows:  M'illiam,  George,  Charles,  Edward,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Hittner,  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Tcrnus  and  Mrs.  Chester  Waglie.  In  1895  Mr.  Bender  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Katie  Tohlen,  daughter  of  Tobias  and  Catharine 
Tohlen,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  Mrs.  Bender  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, July  7,  1862,  and  on  coming  to  the  United  States  in  189i  became  a  resident 
of  St.  Andrews.  Her  parents  never  crossed  the  Atlantic,  her  father  dying  in 
Germany  in  August,  1892,  while  his  wife  survived  until  October,  1894.  Following 
her  marriage  Mrs.  Bender  lived  u])oii  the  home  farm  on  section  32,  Granville 
township,  but  after  her  husband's  death,  which  occurred  April  9,  1915,  she  removed 
to  CornUi,  «lu  re  she  iicu  makes  her  home.  To  Peter  and  Katie  (Tohlen)  Bender 
were  born  (ivi  children,  iianuly:  Nellie,  whose  birth  occurred  October  8,  1895,  and 
who  is  the  wife  of  Met  Schumacher;  Daniel,  who  was  born  November  6,  1896, 
and  operates  the  home  farm-;  Margaret,  who  was  born  May  17,  1898;  Joseph, 
deceased:  and  Johnnie,  whose  natal  day  was  July  26,   1901. 

It  was  in  the  year  1885  that  Mr.  Bender  removed  to  this  county,  taking  up  his 
abode  upon  a  tract  of  land  of  eighty  acres  in  Granville  township,  which  had  been 
given  him  by  his  father.  He  at  once  began  the  task  of  developing  and  improving 
the  tract,  and  to  his  original  holdings  he  added  whenever  opportunity  offered  until 
he  became  one  of  the  extensive  landowners  of  the  county,  having  at  the  time  of 
his  death  nine  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  highly  cultivated  and  well  improved 
land  in  this  part  of  the  state.  His  possessions  constituted  the  visible  evidence  of 
a  life  of  well   directed  energy,  thrift  and  determination.      He  was  always   actuated 
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by  a  laudable  ambition  that  enabled  him  to  make  good  use  of  his  time  and  oppor- 
tunities and  thus  he  won  his  prosperity.  He  also  owned  twenty-seven  lots  and 
buildings  in  Cornlea  and  held  twenty-six  shares  in  the  Cornlea  State  Bank,  which 
he  aided  in  organizing  and  of  which  he  served  as  vice  president,  also  acting  as 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors   from  its  establishment. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Bender  was  a  democrat  and  his  fellow  townsmen, 
recognizing  his  ability,  called  him  to  various  public  offices.  He  served  as  township 
trustee,  was  for  fourteen  years  a  member  of  the  board  of  county  supervisors,  was 
a  member  of  the  township  and  village  boards  and  also  of  the  school  board  of 
Granville  township  for  a  number  of  years.  He  recognized  fully  his  duties  and 
obligations  toward  the  public  and  was  loyal  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  was 
also  a  man  of  generous  spirit  and  gave  freely  of  his  means  to  help  an  individual 
or  to  further  any  movement  of  public  worth.  He  was  the  first  to  contribute  five 
hundred  dollars  toward  the  building  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Cornlea,  of  which 
he  was  a  most  prominent  member  and  earnest  worker.  Life  was  to  him  purposeful 
and  he  never  heedlessly  passed  by  the  opportunity  to  do  good.  He  was  inter- 
ested in  the  progres.s  and  improvement  of  his  community  and  in  every  possible 
way  contributed  to  its  advancement.  The  worth  of  his  public  work  and  his  ability 
in  business  made  him  indeed  one  of  the  valued  and  honored  citizens  of  Platte 
countj'. 


LOUIS  WILKEN. 


Louis  Wilken  makes  his  home  upon  a  farm  on  section  9,  Bismark  township, 
where  he  has  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land.  This  constitutes  the  old  home- 
stead property  of  the  family  and  thereon  he  was  born  February  18,  ISSl.  His 
parents  were  Herman  and  Anna  Wilken,  who  were  natives  of  Oldenburg,  in  the 
northern  part  of  Germany.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in  ]  866  and  following 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  Herman  Wilken  responded  to  the  call  of  his  adopted 
country  for  aid  and  enlisted  in  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Illinois  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  He  went  to  the  front  and  did  active  service  in  defense  of  the 
Union  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  When  the  war  was  over  he  came  to  Nebraska 
and  settled  upon  the  place  which  is  now  the  home  of  his  son  Louis.  There  he 
carried  on  general  farming  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death  in  December, 
1889.     In  his  passing  the  county  mourned  the  loss  of  a  worthy  citizen. 

Louis  Wilken  attended  the  district  schools.  He  was  only  five  years  of  n-^c  wlien 
his  father  died  and  when  still  quite  young  he  assumed  the  inni  lu.  .uriii  nf  ilie 
lion>e  farm  for  his  mother.  In  all  the  intervening  period  to  tin  pr,  s, ni  in,),-  he 
has  diligently  and  carefully  cultivated  the  place  and  has  added  numx  .  xe:t  lleut 
improvements  thereto.  He  has  built  a  comfortable  and  attractive  residence  and 
a  larile  barn  and  has  also  added  other  modern  improvements.  Aside  from  tilling 
the  soil  he  raises  shorthorn  cattle  and  finds  it  a  profitable  source  of  income. 

On  the  4.th  of  January,  1905,  Mr.  Wilken  was  united  in  mnrriage  to  Miss 
Freda  Hilmer,  a  daughter  of  Christ  and  Vipeka  Hilmer.  She  died  October  n, 
1907.  and  Mr.  Wilken  has  since  married  again,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Emm.M   Krumlaiid.  a  daughter  of  Gerhard   Krumland.     His  second  marriage,  which 
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was  celebrated   September  20,   1910,  has  been  blessed   with   three  children:   LuelJa, 
Clarence    Herman   and    Wilbert    J.ouis. 

The  parents  are  menihers  of  tiie  (n-riii;in  Lutheran  church  and  in  his  political 
views  Mr.  Wilken  is  a  republican,  havin-  suppcrteci  the  party  since  age  conferred 
upon  him  the  right  of  franchise.  He  is  interested  ni  matters  pertaining  to  public 
welfare  and  his  cooperation  can  be  counted  upon  to  further  measures  for  the  gen- 
eral good,  but  liis  time  and  attention  are  largely  demanded  by  his  farming  interests, 
and  the  excellent  and  well  kept  appearance  of  his  place  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  indicates  that  he  leads  a  busy  and  useful  life. 


HERMAN  LAMMERS. 


Herman  l.amm.rs.  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Columbus,  was  born  at  Wilhelms- 
haven,  Curuiaiiv.  March  JO.  \Si-3.  He  never  saw  his  father,  who  died  during  the 
early  inf.iiiey  nf  his  son.  The  boy  went  to  school  in  Germany  and  in  early  life 
started  to  earn  his  living  by  working  as  a  farm  hand  in  his  native  country.  In 
1869  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Illinois,  working  first  as  a  farm 
hand  near  Hillsboro  in  Montgomery  county.  Purchasing  land  in  that  state,  he 
carried  on  general  farming  and  prospered  as  the  years  went  by,  his  record  being 
that  of  a  self-made  man,  for  he  had  only  one  dollar  when  he  landed  in  the  United 
States.  In  1894  he  came  to  Platte  county  and  began  farming  in  Monroe  township, 
where  he  purciiasnl  land  that  h,-  drvoted  to  the  cultivation  oC  various  crops  .and 
to  stock-raisin;;.  '{'o  his  original  |iiir(liasc  of  one  Innulrrd  ami  sixty  .acres  lie  lias 
added  from  time  t,.  time  until  he  is  u.iw  the  owner  of  tlnar  valuable  and  productiv^e 
farms,  two  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty  aen  s  each,  while  the  third  covers 
two  hundred  acres.  All  three  are  located  in  Monroe  township  and  to  the  work 
of  general  farming  he  devoted  his  energies  until  l!»()7.  \\lien  he  removed  to 
Columbus,  where  he  is  n.nv  livin-  ntind.  his  nst  I:,, no  |,.„l.v  deserved.  He  has 
been  throughout  life  an  ailiM  uichiIk  r  ot  IIk  (unnan  l.iitliir.an  church,  doing 
much  to  upbuild  the  cause  both  in  Illinois  and  in  Nrbraska.  Me  gave  a  tract  of 
land  on  sectioti  i.  Monroe  township,  for  the  building  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church  and  has  ever  been  most  generous  in  its  support. 

Mr.  Lamniers  has  been  married  three  times.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  one 
child,  John,  who  is  married  and  has  two  children  and  who  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead. For  his  second  wife  he  chose  Meta  Stamer,  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
passed  away  in  1908,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.  Her  father,  Fred  Stamer, 
worked  as  a  farm  hand  in  Germany  and  after  emigrating  to  the  United  States 
made  his  home  with  our  subject  until  ealiid  to  his  final  rest  in  1900,  when  sixty- 
eight  years  of  age.  To  Mr.  Lamm,  rs  and  Ins  ^.cond  wife  were  born  four  children, 
as  follows:  Anna,  the  wife  of  Carl  Brandt,  who  follows  faruiin<.i  in  Monroe  town- 
ship and  by  whom  she  has  one  child;  Lena,  the  wife  of  Jak,  Moon  .  who  operates 
the  farm  of  his  father-in-law  and  by  whom  she  has  two  eliildrtii;  .losiphine,  wlio 
keeps  house  for  her  father;  and  Fred,  who  was  born  in  190'2  and  is  at  home.  For 
his  third  wife  Mr.  Lammers  chose  Marie  Lubben. 

He  has  led  a  very  active  and  useful  although  quiet  and  retiring  life.  He  has 
always   wisely  used   liis  o))portunities   and   through   untiring  industry   lie   gained   for 
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liiuiself  a  place  among  the  substantial  agriculturists  of  Platte  count}',  where  he 
has  now  lived  lor  twenty-one  years.  His  activities  have  always  been  an  exemplifi- 
cation of  high  and  honorable  principles  and  in  none  of  his  business  affairs  has  he 
ever   been   known   to  take  advantage  of  the  necessities  of  his   fellowmen. 


CARL   BAUMGART. 


One  of  the  well  improved  farms  of  Granville  township  is  the  property  of  Carl 
Haumg.irt,  who  lives  on  section  12,  where  he  owns  one  hundred  .-ind  sixty  acres 
of  rich  and  i)r„(luctive  land.  In  addition,  however,  he  is  extmsiv,  ly  ,  nna-r,l  in 
eultivating  rented  land  and  is  one  of  the  largest  producers  of  com  i,i  this  part  of 
the  state.  His  early  training  was  that  of  the  farm,  for  through  his  boyluiod  and 
youth  he  aided  in  cultivating  the  fields  at  the  old  home  place  in  Germany.  He  was 
born  in  Prussia,  Deceniber  16,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  Gottfried  and  Augusta  Baum- 
gart,  who  were  natives  of  that  kingdom.  The  father  was  a  farmer  of  Prussia  for 
a  considerable  period  and  afterward  went  to  Russia,  where  he  has  since  engaged 
in  farming.  He  is  now  eighty-four  years  of  age.  His  wife,  however,  has  passed 
away,  her  death  occurring  in   1903. 

Carl  Baumgart  was  reared  and  educated  in  Prussia  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  reached  his  majority,  when  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in 
the  new  world  and  came  to  America,  settling  in  Humphrey.  Platte  county,  Ne- 
braska, in  1890.  There  he  worked  in  a  brieky.mi  tor  a  year,  after  which  he 
resumed  the  occupation  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  re  ntiug  land,  which  he  eulti- 
v.-ited  for  fifteen  years.  He  then  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section 
12,  Granville  township,  and  at  once  began  its  development  and  improvement.  He 
has  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  of  the  county  and  has  carefully  and  persist- 
ently cultivated  it  with  the  result  that  it  is  a  most  productive  tract  of  land.  He 
also  rents  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  has  altogether  four  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  planted  to  corn.  The  careful  methods  which  he  follows  in  develo))ing 
his  fields  lead  to  good  harvests  and  success  in  gratifying  measure  has  crowned  his 
efforts.  In  addition  to  his  farming  interests  Mr.  Baumgart  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Humphrey  and  in  the  Bell  Telephone  Company. 
At  one  time  he  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  addition  to  the  home 
tract,  but  in  the  spring  of   1915   he  sold  this. 

In  March,  1893,  Mr.  Baumgart  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Augusta  Kehn, 
a  daughter  of  Gottfried  and  Louisa  Kehn,  who  were  natives  of  Prussia,  where  the 
father  learned  and  followed  the  blacksmith's  trade  until  1891,  when  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  settling  first  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  he  remained  until 
IS9S,  when  he  came  to  Humphrey,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  now  lives  with 
Fred  Baumgart,  a  brother  of  Carl,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  have  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Baumgart  have  become 
the  parents  of  eleven  children:  Arthur.  Charlie,  Otto.  Walter.'  Clarence.  Alvin. 
Elmer.  Ella,  Lydia,  Clara  and  Rose. 

In  religious  belief  the  family  are  connected  with  the  German  Bajjtist  ehurch 
and  fraternally  Mr.  Baumgart  is  affiliated  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and   the   Woodmen   of   the   World.      Politically   he   is   a    republican,   conversant   with 
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the  leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  so  that  he  is  able  to  support  his  posi- 
tion by  intelligent  argument,  but  he  does  not  seek  nor  care  for  public  office,  as  his 
time  is  fully  occupied  with  his  business  affairs,  which  have  grown  in  volume  and 
importance  until  he  is  today  one  of  the  foremost  farmers  of   the  county. 


HENRY  DEYKE. 


Henry  Deyke  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Sherman  township,  living  on  section  30, 
where  he  now  has  two  hundred  and  fortj'  acres  of  finely  cultivated  land,  his  time 
being  devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was  born  in  Grossenkneten, 
Oldenburg,  Germany,  September  17,  1849,  a  son  of  John  Henry  Deyke,  who  spent 
his  entire  life  in  his  native  country.  He  there  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and 
in  stock-raising  and  was  also  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church. 

Henry  Deyke  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  village  schools  and  in  early 
manhood  inherited  a  part  of  his  father's  farm  but  conditions  were  then  not  favorable 
to  money  making  and  he  gave  his  farm  to  his  sister  and  came  to  the  United  States, 
arriving  in  Platte  county  in  1873.  He  was  pleased  with  the  rich  land  of  this  district 
and  the  opportunities  here  offered  and  entered  a  homestead  claim  of  eighty  acres 
on  section  30,  Sherman  township.  His  residence  in  pioneer  times  was  a  sod  house 
and  he  used  ox  teams  to  break  the  sod  and  turn  the  furrows.  There  were  no 
improvements  on  the  land,  not  even  prairie  grass  covered  the  soil,  for  prairie  fires 
had  burned  it  off.  In  early  years  after  he  planted  crops  they  were  devastated  by 
the  grasshoppers  and  he  had  to  go  to  the  home  of  friends  in  Columbus  for  his  meals. 
He  then  sought  employment  in  other  ways,  securing  work  on  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad,  which  was  then  being  built  to  Norfolk.  When  this  had  brought  him  a 
little  monej'  he  resumed  his  farming  operations  and  gradually  he  has  worked  his 
way  upward,  being  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich  and 
productive  land  on  section  80,  Sherman  township.  Today  the  farm  is  well  improved 
and  is  neat  in  appearance.  All  of  the  improvements  upon  the  place  are  the  result 
of  his  handiwork.  He  has  erected  good  buildings,  has  set  out  good  trees  and  has 
otherwise  developed  the  place  until  it  is  now  an  excellent  property.  In  addition 
to  cultivating  the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate  he  raises  Poland  China 
hogs  .and  his  annual  sales  bring  him  a  gratit\  insj;  liii.iiicial   return. 

On  July  8,  1881,  Mr.  Deyke  was  united  in  nian-i.i-,-  to  .Miss  Helena  Neemeyer, 
who  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  in  1863,  a  dauij;ht.r  of  Tn-chrick  Neemeyer,  who  in 
1880  enii!ii-at(<l  irom  (arin.-uiy  to  Platte  county  and  settled  on  railroad  land  in 
Grand  I'r.iirir  Idwiisliip.  His  place  comprised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on 
which  he  made  all  thi  iiii]iriivenitiits  and  there  he  engaged  in  farming  until  the  time 
of  his  death  in  the  early  '80s.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deyke  have  been  born  five  children:  Martha,  the  wife  of  Otto 
Schulz,  by  whom  she  lias  three  children;  Fred,  who  is  principal  of  the  high  school 
at  Deshler,  Nebraska;  Amelia,  the  wife  of  William  Schulz,  by  whom  she  has  three 
children;  Aline,  the  wife  of  Martin  Meyer  and  the  mother  of  one  daughter;  and 
Henry,  at  liome. 

air.   Deyke  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  St.  John's  Lutheran  church  in  Grand 
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Prairie  townsliip  and  assisted  in  erecting  its  house  of  worship.  He  served  as  one 
of  its  trustees  for  many  years  and  has  always  contributed  generously  to  its  support. 
Mr.  Ueyke  is  well  known  in  this  county,  where  he  has  made  bis  home  for  forty-two 
years.  He  has  a  wide  acquaintance  and  the  substantial  traits  of  his  character  have 
gained  him  the  warm  regard  of  those  with  wliom  lie  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


ANTON    J.   GLODOWSKI. 

Anton  J.  Glodowski,  filling  the  office  of  i)oshn,isl.  r  ,,i  I'l.ilt,  (  ,  iil.r,  h.  which 
lie  was  appointed  in  January,  1915,  was  born  in  ('(iMix  coiiii\.  \i  Ir.i^k.i,  .Iuulii'v 
27,  1886,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Pojar)  (.!..,!,,« sLi,  wUr,  ^riiKd  in  C'nlfax 
county  in  1883.  It  was  there  that  Anton  J.  Glodowski  was  reared,  pursuing  his 
education  in  the  countr}^  schools  until  he  had  completed  the  work  of  the  eighth 
grade.  He  afterward  concentrated  his  energies  upon  farm  work,  in  which  he 
engaged  until  1909,  becoming  familiar  with  every  phase  of  agricultural  life  in 
connection  with  llie  raising  of  grain  and  stock.  In  the  year  mentioned  he  removed 
to  Platte  Center  and  opened  a  furniture  and  undertaking  establishment,  continuing 
actively  in  the  business  for  four  years  and  buildiii-  n|)  .i  -o,.,l  trad..  S.il.s,  ,|M,ntly 
he  was  employed  for  a  year  as  clerk  in  a  store.  In  .lanuary.  l!M.i.  Iir  was  apjioiiilrd 
to  the  position  of  postmaster  and  is  making  a  cri-dit  ilijc  ncurd   in   llial   (illicc. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1908,  at  Dodge,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Glodowski  was  mar- 
ried to  ISIiss  Emma  Hanzel,  a  daughter  of  Frank  Hanzel,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  eliildren.  Zelma  and  Bernard.  Mr.  Glodowski  is  a  young  man,  having 
not  yet  eomplctrd  liis  third  decade,  but  he  has  become  firmly  established  as  a 
reprrscntalive  resident  of  Platte  county,  where  his  good  qualities  have  endeared 
him  to  his  fellow  townsmen  and  his  ability  has  gained  him  recognition  through 
appointment  to  office, 


OLIVER  HUGH  WALTERS. 

Oliver  Hugh  Walters  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Art  Printery  of  Columbus,  which 
is  one  of  tiie  most  important  enterprises  of  the  kind  in  lliis  section  of  the  state,  busi- 
ness being  eondiietid  along  modern,  progressive  liius.  He  was  born  February  18, 
1887,  at  Garner,  Nebraska,  a  postoffice  five  miles  west  of  Petersburg  which  has 
since  been  discontinued.  His  father,  Oliver  E.  Walters,  was  a  native  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  and  on  coming  to  the  west  homesteaded  in  Boone  county  in  the  '70s. 
He  became  a  prominent  citizen  and  business  man  there,  serving  for  seven  years  as 
county  clerk  and  afterward  entering  the  abstract  and  real-estate  business.  His 
wife,  Mrs.  Cora  E.  ^Valters,  was  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and  went  to  Boone  county 
with  her  parents  in  her  childhood  days,  so  that  on  both  sides  Oliver  Plugh  Walters 
is  a  representative  of  pioneer  families  in  this  state. 

His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  primary  department  of  tiic  schools 
^t  Petersburg  and  he  left  the  high  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  to  take  up  the 
duties  of  "devil"  in  the  office  of  the  Petersburg  Index,  which  was  then  owned  by  his 
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father.  He  spent  four  years  in  that  connection,  during  which  he  became  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  business,  and  later  he  was  employed  as  a  printer  in  two  dif- 
ferent printing  offices  at  Albion,  Nebraska,  for  two  years.  On  the  10th  of  June, 
1907,  he  arrived  in  Columbus  to  accept  the  position  of  foreman  on  the  Columbus 
Tribune,  then  owned  by  Richard  Ramey.  He  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  for 
five  years  but  left  the  position  in  the  spring  of  1912  to  establish  the  job  shop  which 
he  now  owns.  He  entered  into  partnership  with  G.  VV.  Davis  and  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1912,  opened  the  Art  Printery  for  business.  A  year  later  he  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  partner  and  has  since  conducted  the  business  independently.  He 
had  little  capital  when  he  started  out,  but  he  has  succeeded  in  discharging  all  indebt- 
edness upon  the  plant  or  business  and  is  today  enjoying  a  liberal  patronage.  The 
work  which  he  turns  out  is  of  high  grade  and  its  neat  and  attractive  appearance, 
combined  with  reasonable  prices,  have  insured  growing  success  for  the  undertaking. 
On  the  14th  of  June,  1911,  at  Columbus,  Mr.  Walters  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ettna  C.  Linstrum,  a  daugiiter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Linstrum.  She  was 
born  at  Sutton,  Nebraska,  and  when  three  years  of  age  was  brought  by  her  parents 
to  Columbus,  where  she  has  since  resided.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walters  have  been 
born  two  children,  a  daughter,  Davida  E.,  now  three  years  of  age.  and  a  son,  Oli- 
ver Wendell,  aged  ten  months.  The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist 
church,  in  the  work  of  which  they  take  an  active  and  helpful  part.  Mr.  Walters 
is  now  secretary  of  the  official  board  of  the  church  and  has  held  the  position  of  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday  school  for  two  terms.  He  does  all  in  his  power  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  church  and  thereby  promote  the  moral  progress  of  the 
community,  and  he  gives  his  aid  and  support  to  many  measures  which  are  planned 
to  advance  the  general  welfare. 


JOSEPH  ZUERLEIN. 


Joseph  Zuerlein,  a  brick  mason  of  Humphrey,  actively  connected  with  the  build- 
ing interests  of  the  town,  was  born  in  Germany,  September  23,  1854,  a  son  of 
George  and  Catherine  Zuerlein,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father 
was  a  stone  and  brick  mason  and  followed  his  trade  in  Germany  throughout  his 
entire  life,  there  passing  away  in  1887.  His  wife  survived  him  for  only  a  brief 
period,  dying  in  1888. 

Joseph  Zuerlein  was  reared  and  educated  in  Germany  and  learned  the  trade 
of  brick  and  stone  mason  from  his  father.  He  was  employed  along  that  line  in 
Germany  until  1883,  and  that  he  had  long  experience  in  the  work  is  indicated  in 
the  fact  that  he  laid  brick  when  he  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age.  On  coming  to 
the  United  States  he  settled  first  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  worked  in  a  factory  for 
three  years.  In  1 886  he  arrived  in  Humphrey,  where  he  has  since  conducted  busi- 
ness as  a  stone  and  brick  mason.  He  owns  a  nice  residence  which  he  erected  near 
the  Catholic  cluircli  ami  which  stands  on  an  acre  of  ground,  being  one  of  the  pleas- 
ant and  attractive  lionu  s  (if  the  city.  His  expert  workmanship  and  thoroughly  reli- 
able business  mctluxls  lia\ c  hniught  to  him  a  liberal  patronage  which  he  well  merits. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1880,  Mr.  Zuerlein  was  married  to  Miss  Agnes  Groem- 
ling,  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Margaret  Groemling,  who  were  natives  of  Gel 
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Her  father  was  also  a  stone  and  brick  mason  and  followed  that  pursuit  throughout 
his  entire  life.  He  met  an  accidental  death  b}'  the  caving  in  of  a  ditch  in  Germany 
in  1867,  while  his  wife  passed  away  there  in  1862.  Mrs.  Zuerlein  was  born  in 
Germany,  September  8,  18.t6,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  eleven 
children:  Thomas,  Katie,  Bruno,  Dora,  Edward,  Christina.  Mary.  John  and  three 
who  died  in  infancy. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Zuer- 
lein belongs  to  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  Politically  he  is  a  democrat,  exer- 
cising his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  party,  but 
never  seeking  office  for  himself,  as  he  prefers  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his 
business  affairs,  which  have  made  him  a  prominent  representative  of  industrial  inter- 
ests in  Humphrey. 


JOHN   G.  JOHNSON. 

John  G.  Johnson,  who  carries  on  general  farming  on  section  10,  Granville 
township,  and  is  also  engaged  in  feeding  stock,  was  born  near  Grundy  Center, 
Iowa,  in  January,  1881,  a  son  of  Johan  and  Johannah  Johnson,  the  former  a 
native  of  Norway  and  the  latter  of  Stockholm,  Sweden.  The  father  came  to 
America  when  twenty  years  of  age  and  for  a  time  was  a  resident  of  Illinois.  He 
was  a  tailor  by  trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  in  Illinois  and  New  Mexico,  Colo- 
rado and  Iowa.  He  at  length  took  up  his  abode  in  Grundy  Center,  Iowa,  and 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  successfully  until 
1886,  when  he  came  to  Platte  county.  Xelir.isk,-i.  Tliat  w.is  before  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railroad  was  built  into  Huuijilin  y.  Sittlinij  in  Granville  township, 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  laiirl  on  section  10.  and  at  once 
began  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  tract,  which  he  operated  until  1 839.  He  then 
retired  from  active  business  and  removed  to  Seattle,  Washington,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home,  being  now  seventy-one  years  of  age.  His  wife  passed  away 
in  1887,  her  death  being  deeply  regretted  by  many  friends  as  well  as  by  her  imme- 
diate family. 

John  G.  Johnson  was  reared  and  educated  in  Platte  county,  attending  the 
district  schools.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  tlir  lattrr  r.  niovxl  to  Wash- 
ington, at  which  time  John  G.  Johnson  went  to  Ma,lis,,ii.  X.l.raski,  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  that  place  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  thr.c  years.  He  tlicii  rented 
land  in  Madison  county  which  he  cultivated  for  two  years,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Platte  county  and  rented  the  old  home  place,  which  he  has  since  operated, 
covering  a  period  of  eleven  years.  He  has  brought  the  fields  to  a  higli  state  of 
cultivation  and  annually  harvests  good  crops.  He  also  feeds  about  a  carload  of 
cattle  and  from  one  to  three  carloads  of  hogs  annually.  In  the  fall  of  1911.  he 
purcliased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  17,  Granville  township,  which  he  also 
operates  in  addition  to  the  home  place  and  which  is  a  well  improved  tract.  His 
business  affairs  are  carefully  and  systematically  managed  and  prosperity  is  reward- 
ing his  efforts.  In  addition  to  his  other  interests  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Humphrey  and  is  a  stockholder  in  tile  First  National 
Bank. 
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In  December,  1904.,  Mr.  Johnson  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  IMiss  Clara  White, 
a  daughter  of  Frank  and  Rika  White,  natives  of  Illinois.  Her  father,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  removed  to  Madison  count.v,  Nebraska,  at  an  early  period  in  its 
development  and  there  secured  a  homestead  claim  which  he  has  since  cultivated  and 
improved,  making  it  a  valuable  property.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  become 
parents  of  three  children:  Irvin  F.,  nine  years  of  age;  Elmer  P.,  six  years  old; 
and  Ralph  O.,  aged  two. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  guide  their  lives  accord- 
ing to  its  teachings.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Johnson  is  an  earnest  republican, 
but,  while  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  political  office,  he  has  served  for  three  years 
as  school  director.  He  is  in  favor  of  all  public  improve  niciits  and  iiives  hearty 
indorsement  to  many  measures  for  the  general  good.  In  luisiui  ss  Ik  is  persistent 
and  energetic,  carrying  forward  to  successful  completion  wliatc m  r  li,  muli  rtakes,  and 
his  well  defined  plans,  carefully  executed,  have  brought  to  him  a  very  desirable 
and  creditable  measure  c 


WILLIAM   KNIGHT. 


William  Knight,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  Platte  county,  and  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  of  his  locality,  has  a  finely  improved  place  in  Creston 
township.  He  was  born  in  Canada  in  October,  ]  842,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Bridget 
(Doyle)  Knight,  natives  respectively  of  Ireland  and  of  Canada.  The  father  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  in  Canada  and  passed  away  in  that  country  in  1880. 
The  mother  died  in   1858. 

William  Knight  grew  to  manhood  in  Canada  and  there  received  his  education. 
He  remained  at  home  until  his  father  was  married  a  second  time,  when  he  left 
and  began  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  subsequently  lollowi  <1  in 
Canada  for  five  years.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Iowa  and  was  similarly  employed  in 
Clinton  county  until  1872,  in  which  year  he  settled  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska. 
He  took  up  a  homestead  of  eighty  acres  in  Creston  township  and  a  tree  claim  of 
eighty  acres  adjoining,  and  subsequently  he  purchased  an  additional  eighty  acres, 
also  on  section  19.  He  has  since  cultivated  his  land  and  has  made  many  imjirove- 
ments  on  his  farm.  After  locating  thereon  he  erected  a  blacksmith  slio])  on  his 
land  and  for  several  years  did  a  large  blacksmithing  business.  In  addition  to  his 
fine  farm  in  this  county  he  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Frontier  county.   His   state   and    his   Imldin-s   return  to  him  a  good  income. 

On  the  '21sl  ,,1  Ai-asI,  1S7I.  Mr.  Kni-ht  married  Miss  Elvira  Cherry,  who 
was  born  in  Canada  in  Drci  ijiIk  i-.  INal.  .She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Laura 
(Stringer)  Cherry,  also  natives  of  the  Dominion.  Her  father  died  when  she  was 
two  years  old.  Her  mother  removed  to  Iowa  and  later  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska, 
where  she  passed  away  July  19.  1892.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight  have  had  eight 
children:  Mary,  the  wife  of  T.  J.  Lohr,  of  Creston;  James  W.,  who  is  farming 
land  belonging  to  his  father;  Rosella,  the  wife  of  Carl  Long,  a  resident  of  Stanton 
county,  this  state;  Jessie  E.,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  O'Neille,  of  Grand  Island,  Ne- 
braska; Charles  H.,  who  died  June  30,  1888;  Lulu  B.,  who  is  teaching  school  in 
Creston  township  and   who  has   followed  that  profession   for  seven  years;  Winnie, 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OE  PLATTE  COUNTY        245 

the  wife  of  H.  L.  Haskins,  of  Madison  county,  this  state;  and  Charles  L.,  at  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kniglit  also  reared  a  boy  named  Marion  Mader  from  the  time  that 
he  was  fourteen  years  old. 

Mr.  Knight  is  a  stanch  democrat  and  has  served  ably  as  constable  and  school 
director.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  chiirth,  to  the  support  of  which 
he  contributes,  and  all  measures  seeking  the  nioiil  ,,(h  im  ,  nu  nt  of  his  community 
receive  his  hearty  cooperation.  For  many  years  In  li  ;s  iisuicd  in  Platte  county 
and  those  who  have  known  him  longest  and  uiosl  intiinalt  ly  are  his  stanchest 
friends,   a    sure   evidence   of   his   genuine    worth. 


EAGLE    CAFE. 


The  Eagle  Cafe,  of  which  Mrs.  W.  W.  Scott  is  the  proprietor,  is  one  of  the 
well  known  and  liberally  patronized  business  interests  of  Columbus  and  may  well 
be  termed  one  of  the  most  popular  cafes  in  the  city.  Mrs.  Scott  started  the 
business  with  little  capital  but  energy  and  determination  served  as  the  founda- 
tion for  her  success,  which  has  grown  steadily.  She  now  owns  the  building 
which  she  occujjies — a  one-story  structure  built  of  brick,  its  dimensions  being 
twenty-two  by  eighty-eight  feet.  There  is  a  large  kitchen  equipped  with  the  finest 
ranges,  serving  tables  and  everything  to  be  found  in  a  modern  establishment  of 
this  character.  The  front  of  the  building  is  of  plate  glass  and  along  one  side  is  a 
counter  seating  about  fifty,  with  tables  at  the  side.  Everything  that  the  market  and 
tile  season  affords  can  be  secured  here  and  is  prepared  by  .experts.  Mrs.  Scott 
gives  dean,  promjit  and  efficient  service,  personally  supervising  the  business,  and 
licr  li!i(  r.il  iiatronigr  ln-ini;s  In  r  .111  iiudiiir  of  .■•.bout  two  thousand  dollars  a  month. 
Slir  is  .1  wnni.iii  (if  ixeilKnt  Imsinrss  ahilily.  fnrsighted,  sagacious  and  enterprising. 
Slie  has  studied   tile  wisJRs  of  til.-  |)iililie  and  gives  to  them  a  service  that  is  highly 


PATRICK  L.  KELLY. 

Patrick  L.  Kelly,  cashier  of  the  Cornlea  State  Bank,  has  been  identified  with 
financial  interests  since  attaining  his  majority  and  has  become  thoroughly  iiifornud 
concerning  the  banking  business  in  every  particular,  being  therefore  well  (pialified 
to  take  part  in  the  control  and  management  of  the  institution  with  which  he  is 
now  associated.  He  was  born  in  Dodge  county,  Nebraska,  June  13,  1889,  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Catharine  (O'Hare)  Kelly,  the  former  a  native  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Centralia,  Pennsylvania.  The  motlier  was  of  Irish  lineage 
.uul  they  were  married  in  North  Bend,  Nebraska,  the  father  becoming  a  farmer 
of  this  state.  He  still  occupies  the  old  homestead  farm  there,  but  his  wife  passed 
away  on  the  8th  of  May,  1914. 

Patrick  L.  Kelly  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  early  became  familiar 
with  the  duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He  attended 
the    schools    of    Fremont,    Nebraska,    and    remained    ui)on    the    iiouie    farm    until    he 
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reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  when,  thinking  to  find  other  pursuits  more 
congenial  than  the  life  of  the  agriculturist,  he  turned  his  attention  to  banking, 
accepting  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  First  National  Bank  at  Schuyler,  where 
he  remained  for  seven  months.  On  the  1  ith  of  September,  1912,  he  became  cashier 
of  the  Cornlea  State  Bank  and  still  remains  in  that  position.  This  institution  is 
capitalized  for  iifteen  thousand  dollars  and  has  deposits  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty-one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  Mr.  Kelly  is  also  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  this  bank  and  his  efforts  have  been  a  strong  element  in 
advancing  its  success,  for  he  is  a  popular  official.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers 
and  is  the  president  of  the  Farmers  State  Bank  of  Humphrey.  His  associates  in 
the  Cornlea  bank  are:  D.  W.  Killeen,  of  Schuyler,  president;  and  Nicholas  J. 
Hemmer,  of  Cornlea,  vice  president. 

Mr.  Kelly  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Cornlea  and  holds  membership 
with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  with  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  at  Hum- 
phrey. He  votes  with  the  democratic  party  and  seeks  to  secure  its  success  but  has 
little  time  or  opportunity  to  take  active  part  in  politics.  He  stands,  however,  for 
progressiveness  in  citizenship  and  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  upbuilding 
and  improvement  of  the  town. 


LEANDER  GERRARD. 

Honored  and  respected  by  all,  there  has  been  no  citizen  in  Columbus  who  has 
occupied  a  more  enviable  position  in  public  regard  than  Leander  Gerrard,  not 
alone  by  reason  of  the  success  which  he  achieved  but  also  Giving  to  the  honorable, 
straightforward  policy  which  he  ever  followed  from  the  time  when  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  interests  of  the  city  in  the  pioneer  period  until  his  death  in  recent 
years.  It  was  characteristic  of  him  tiiat  he  carried  forward  to  successful  comple- 
tion whatever  he  undertook,  and  while  advancing  individual  success  he  also  con- 
tributed in  substantial  measure  to  public  prosperity. 

Mr.  Gerrard  was  a  native  of  England,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  city  of 
Manchester  on  the  31st  of  August,  1837,  his  parents  being  Joseph  and  Adeline 
Gerrard.  who  were  residents  of  New  England,  being  on  a  visit  to  England  at  the 
time  of  the  birth  of  their  son.  ^Manchester,  however,  was  the  old  home  of  the 
family.  It  was  there  that  the  ji.itirn.il  uramlfather  of  Leander  Gerrard  was  born 
and  reared.  He  was  a  voy  iiitcllinciit  uiaii,  liberal  educational  advantages  having 
been  accorded  him,  and  lie  lice.iuH-  a  prosperous  cotton  manufacturer  of  Manchester, 
in  which  city  he  spent  his  entire  life.  His  son,  Joseph  Gerrard,  also  born  in 
Manchester  and  accorded  liberal  educational  opportunities,  became  identified  with 
his  father's  business  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  New  York,  where  he  bought 
raw  cotton,  which  he  shipped  to  England  and  afterward  sold  the  manufactured 
product  in  America.  In  1825  he  wedded  Adeline  Allen,  of  New  Bedford.  Massa- 
chusetts, who  was  a  member  of  a  wealthy  Quaker  family  and  came  of  Mayflower 
stock.  While  in  the  east  Joseph  Gerrard  was  a  member  of  the  famous  Cobden 
Club.  In  the  year  1838  he  removed  westward  with  his  family,  settling  in  Rock 
Island,  where  he  remained  until  18.^8  and  then  came  to  Monroe,  Platte  county, 
Nebraska.     He  was  engaged  in  farming  and  other  pursuits  in  this  county,  where  he 
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passed  away  in   1870.  wliile  liis  wife,  surviving  him   for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  died  in  1 896. 

Leander  Garrard  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Rock  Island,  Illinois, 
and  made  his  initial  step  in  the  business  world  in  that  city  as  a  clerk  in  a  clothing 
store.  In  1855,  when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
where  for  one  year  he  clerked  in  a  bank,  and  in  1856  he  removed  to  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  where  he  entered  the  law  office  of  J.  M.  Newton,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued until  1858.  During  one  year  of  this  time  he  was  in  partnership  with  Mr. 
Newton  in  the  conduct  of  a  land  agency  and  during  that  period  Mr.  Gerrard,  in 
company  with  others,  founded  the  city  of  Fremont,  Nebraska.  In  1857  he  re- 
moved to  Monroe  county,  Nebraska,  which  he  aided  in  organizing  and  also  laid 
out  the  town  of  Monroe.  At  a  subsequent  date  a  part  of  Monroe  county  was 
divided  and  became  Platte  county.  Mr.  Gerrard  was  engaged  in  trading  with  the 
Indians  of  the  Pawnee  reservation  from  1860  until  1866  and  also  conducted  a 
trading  post  and  did  a  freighting  business  between   Fort  Kearney  and  Monroe. 

Tlie  following  year  Mr.  Gerrard  removed  to  Columbus,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  and  in  1867  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  and  the  conduct  of  a 
real-estate  business.  P'rom  that  time  forward  he  figiired  as  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent, active  and  influential  residents  of  Platte  county  and  his  efforts  contributed 
in  large  measure  to  the  upbuilding  of  its  material  interests  and  the  utilization  of 
its  natural  resources.  For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Whitmoyer, 
Gerrard  &  Post,  attorneys  at  law,  the  firm  occupying  a  very  prominent  position  at 
the  bar.  Mr.  Gerrard's  mind  was  naturally  analytical,  logical  and  inductive,  his 
reasoning  was  clear,  his  arguments  sound  and  his  success  was  the  natural  sequence 
of  marked  ability  in  the  path  of  his  chosen  profession.  Moreover,  he  was  resource- 
ful and  active  in  other  fields.  In  1871  he  became  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Gerrard  &  Reed,  which  established  a  private  bank  of  which  he  continued  president 
until  Jiis  death.  This  was  conducted  as  a  private  banking  institution  until  1875 
and  was  then  merged  into  the  Columbus  State  Bank,  of  which  Mr.  Gerrard  was  the 
first  president.  He  also  became  heavily  interested  in  land,  making  judicious 
investment  in  property  and  carrying  on  farming  and  stock-raising  on  an  extensive 
scale.  His  discrimination  was  keen  and  he  was  seldom,  if  ever,  at  fault  in  matters 
of  business  judgment. 

On  the  31st  of  May,  1870,  Mr.  Gerrard  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Caroline  Weaver,  who  was  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  April  5,  1852,  her  parents 
being  Michael  and  Dorothea  (Heckman)  Weaver.  The  father's  birth  occurred  in 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  January  7,  1828,  while  the  mother  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
Cierraany,  January  28,  1830.  Michael  Weaver,  who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and 
l)ecame  a  pioneer  settler  of  Platte  county,  passed  away  in  the  year  1900.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerrard  were  born  four  children,  namely:  Clarence  L.,  who  is  tiie 
inventor  of  a  flour  bleacher;  Ernest  A.;  Phoebe;  and  Grace. 

Tile  death  of  Mr.  Gerrard  occurred  March  5,  1913,  and  because  of  his  prom- 
inene<-  proved  not  only  a  personal  bereavement  to  his  many  friends  but  a  public 
misfortune  as  well.  He  had  been  connected  with  many  movements  which  had  direct 
bearing  upon  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  city  and  state.  In  1858  he  became 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  republican  party  in  Nebraska  and  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  first  state  legislature.  He  was  chairman  of  the  first  republican  state 
convention,  which  was  held  at  Plattsmouth,  and  from  tliat  time  forward  was  actively 
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identified  with  shaping  the  policy  and  promoting  the  interests  of  his  party.  In 
1870  and  1871  he  was  a  member  of  the  state  senate  and  was  the  author  of  the 
Herd  law,  protecting  agricultural  interests.  In  the  latter  year  he  received  appoint- 
ment from  President  Grant  to  the  position  of  United  States  district  attorney  but 
refused  to  accept  the  office.  He  had  been  a  delegate  to  the  national  republican 
convention  which  nominated  Grant  for  the  presidency  and  he  was  always  a  delegate 
to  the  state  conventions  of  his  party,  but  he  had  little  aspiration  in  the  way  of 
office  seeking,  regarding  the  pursuits  of  private  life  as  in  themselves  abundantly 
wortli\'  1)1  Ills  best  efl'orts.  That  he  was  a  most  valued  and  honored  citizen  is  indi- 
catici  in  till  glowing  resolutions  which  were  passed  by  the  state  senate  following 
his  (liiiiisc.  He  was  ever  faultless  in  honor,  fearless  in  conduct  and  stainless  in 
reputation  and  his  record  rtHccttd  credit  upon  the  state  wliich  honored  him.  Mrs. 
Gerrard  still  makes  her  lidine  in  Cdhnubus,  where  she  is  neti\i  in  iein|ier-ince  work 
and  where  she  occupies  the  i)osition  of  president  of  the  \\iiniiirs  Club.  She  is 
most  highly  esteemed  in  social  circles  and  sliared  witli  her  husband  in  the  respect 
which  was  everywhere  tendered  him. 


FRED  BONING. 


Fred  Boning,  a  well-to-do  farmer  residing  on  section  9,  Creston  township,  was 
born  in  Germany  on  the  7th  of  October,  1859,  a  son  of  John  H.  and  Catherine  (Hil- 
len)  Boning,  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father  followed  farming  tlirough- 
out  his  entire  active  life  and  passed  away  in  the  fatherland  in  1893.  The  mother 
survived  for  six  years,  dying  in   1899. 

Fred  Boning  grew  to  manhood  under  the  ]iarental  roof  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  lanil.  lie  remained  with  liis  parents  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  or  until  ISS'C,  when  he  emigrated  to  America  and 
made  his  way  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska.  For  ten  years  he  was  employed  as  a 
refully  saved  his  money  and  was  at  length  able 
V  acres  of  land  in  Sherman  township.  He  took 
ed  and  operated  the  place  for  thirteen  years,  or 
iiHived  to  Creston  township,  buying  one  hundred 
lie  has  since  resided.  He  has  m.t  only  improved 
ii-lit    additional    land    and    now    owns  "thr,,-    bnn- 

f  cattle  and  two  ;  arloads  of  hogs  per  year.  His 
receives  a  gratifying  income  from  his  land.  He 
>  Elevator  Company  of  Creston. 
Mr.  Boning  was  married  on  the  17th  of  Maj',  1892,  to  Miss  Johanna  Ritter- 
hofT,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  November  24,  1864,  a  daughter  of  Louis  and 
Louisa  Ritterhoff,  likewise  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  devoted  his  life  to 
farming  and  passed  scv/aj  in  Germany,  as  did  the  mother.  Mrs.  Boning  died  on 
the  22d  of  May,  1908,  after  a  short  illness.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children, 
namely:  Herman,  born  May  16,  1893;  Anna,  June  30,  1891;  Louis,  July  1,  1896; 
and  Clara,  June  12,  1898. 

Mr.  Boning  is  a  republican  in   his   political  belief  and   his  religous   faith  is  that 
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of  the  Lutheran  church.  He  has  never  regretted  his  decision  to  come  to  this  coun 
try^  for  here  lie  has  found  opportunities  through  the  utilization  of  which  he  has 
gained  a  gratif_ving  measure  of  success.  He  has  thoroughly  identified  his  interests 
with  those  of  Platte  county  and  can  be  depended  upon  to  further  the  public  good 
in  any  way  possible. 


PETER  NOONAN. 


Peter  Noonan  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Walnut  Grove  Farm,  his  home  being 
situated  on  section  8,  Burrows  township.  His  is  a  valuable  property,  his  landed 
possessions  aggregating  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one  acres,  all  acquired  through  his 
intelligently  directed  industry  and  perseverance  combined  with  sound  business 
judgment.  He  was  born  in  Ireland,  March  13,  1849,  a  son  of  James  and  Bridget 
(Welch)  Noonan,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  country.  The  father  devoted 
liis  life  to  farming  and  always  remained  a  resident  of  the  Emerald  isle,  there 
passing  away  in  1886,  after  having  survived  his  wife  for  twenty-one  years,  her 
deatli  occurring  in  1865. 

The  youthful  days  of  Prter  N'nonan  were  spent  in  Ireland  and  England,  and 
he  remained  with  his  pan  iils  until  be  attained  his  majority.  But  the  opportunities 
of  the  new  world  attr.uti(i  him  ,ii;(l  in  1873,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-four 
years,  he  sailed  for  America.  Lstabli.^hing  his  home  in  New  Jersey  at  a  place  called 
Fort  tee.  There  he  largely  devoted  his  time  to  wood  chopping  until  the  year 
1871,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Platte  county.  Here  he  secured  a 
homestead  claim  of  eighty  acres  and  at  once  began  to  develop  the  then  unbroken 
prairie  and  improve  his  farm  by  the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings.  His  busi- 
ness affairs  were  carefully  and  systematically  directed  and  brought  to  him  growing 
success,  enabling  him  to  add  to  his  possessions  by  purchase  from  time  to  time 
until  lie  is  now  the  owner  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one  acres  of  rich  and  valuable 
land.  He  owns  all  of  section  8,  Burrows  township;  eighty  acres  on  section  7; 
one  iinndnd  and  twenty  acres  on  section  6;  and  twenty-one  acres  on  section  31 
and  thus  li.is  become  one  of  the  extensive  landowners  of  the  county,  while  his 
place  is  regard  id  as  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  this  part  of  the  state, 
lacking  in  none  of  the  accessories  and  conveniences  of  the  model  farm  property 
of  tlie  twentieth  century.  He  has  a  large  and  attractive  residence  supplied  with 
every  modern  comfort,  including  electric  lights,  steam  heat  and  hot  and  cold 
water.  He  has  four  sets  of  buildings  upon  his  section  of  land  and  he  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  farming  operations.  Experience  and  study  have  taught  him 
the  best  time  for  planting  and  the  best  methods  of  cultivating  his  fields,  and  he 
annually  harvests  large  crops.  He  also  feeds  about  a  carload  of  cattle  each  year, 
four  carloads  of  sheep  and  two  carloads  of  hogs.  He  is  cultivating  three  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  his  land,  while  the  remainder  he  rents.  He  is  also  a  stockholder 
in  the  Cornlea  State  Bank. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  1891,  Mr.  Noonan  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
Roddy,  a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Catherine  (Brahany)  Roddy,  who  were  natives 
of  Ireland,  where  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  throughout  his 
entire  life,  his  labors  being  ended   in  death   in   1901.  while  his  wife  survived   until 
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1903.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noonan  have  been  born  ten  children,  namely:  James, 
born  May  27,  1892,  who  is  attending  college  at  Omaha,  Nebraska;  John  P.,  born 
September  18,  1893;  Bridget  Rose,  February  17,  1895;  Catherine  A.,  November 
16,  1896;  Peter  J.,  January  22,  1900;  Mary  A.,  February  8,  1903;  Michael  T., 
July  2,  1905;  Ellen  M.,  November  3,  1906;  Thomas  E.,  June  22,  1909;  and 
Joseph  P.,  March  29,  1911. 

Mr.  Noonan  votes  independently  as  he  does  not  desire  to  bind  himself  by  party 
ties,  exercising  his  right  of  franchise  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment. 
He  was  the  first  supervisor  of  his  part  of  the  county  and  served  in  that  office  for 
one  year,  while  for  four  different  terms  of  one  year  each  he  has  filled  the  position 
of  assessor.  He  has  likewise  been  a  school  officer  for  the  past  thirty-eight  years 
and  has  done  much  to  further  the  interests  of  education.  He  was  nominated  for 
the  legislature  but  failed  of  election.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  he  belongs  to  the  Order  of  St.  Francis.  There  is  no  person  living 
within  fifteen  miles  of  Mr.  Noonan  with  whom"  he  has  not  had  business  dealings 
and  all  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  respect  and  regard  because  of  the  integrity  of 
his  methods  and  his  unfailing  enterprise.  His  course  has  always  been  so  upright 
and  honorable  that  he  has  never  had  any  trouble  with  those  with  whom  he  has  had 
dealings  and  has  never  been  engaged  in  a  lawsuit.  Coming  to  this  country  without 
capital,  save  the  determination  to  win  success  by  honorable  methods,  he  has  con- 
stantly worked  his  way  upward  and  his  record  should  well  serve  as  a  source  of 
inspiration  and  encouragement  to  others. 


REV.  CYRIAC  STEMPEL,  O.  F.  M. 

Rev.  Father  Cyriac  Stcmpel,  O.  F.  M.,  has  charge  of  St.  Bonaventure's  Catholic 
church  in  Columbus.  He  was  born  in  St.  Libory,  Illinois,  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Gertrude  (Pohlmeyer)  Stempel,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The 
father  was  born  December  8,  1800,  and  the  mother  was  born  February  5,  1819. 
The  father  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1829  and  was  married  in  St.  Libory, 
Illinois,  in  1859. 

The  son  was  educated  in  the  parochial  school  of  his  native  place  and  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  was  sent  to  Teutopolis.  Illinois,  to  take  a  college  course,  which  he 
completed  in  1878.  when  lie  joiiird  tin  Onl.  r  of  St.  Francis.  From  1881  until 
1883  he  studied  philosophy  in  (^li^cy,  Illinois,  and  from  1883  until  1886  he 
studied  theology  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  was  ordained  priest  April  26, 
1886.  His  first  charge  was  Bishop  Creek,  near  Teutopolis,  Illinois,  in  1887,  for 
one  year.  At  the  same  time  he  was  made  professor  in  the  college  at  Teutopolis, 
filling  the  chairs  of  Latin,  English  and  German  until  July,  1893,  when  he  was 
made  chaplain  of  the  Illinois  State  Penitentiary  at  Joliet,  Illinois.  In  September, 
1900,  he  was  made  pastor  of  St.  Francis  church  at  Petoskey,  j\Iichigan,  where  he 
remained  until  August.  1906,  when  he  became  assistant  to  St.  John's  church  at 
Joliet,  Illinois.  On  the  5th  of  January,  1911,  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  took  charge 
of  Platte  Center  parish  until  August,  1912,  when  his  superiors  made  him  pastor 
of  St.  Bonaventure's  church  in  Columbus.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  parishes  in 
Platte  county.      It  numbers  at  present  about  two  hundred  and  fifty   families,  com- 
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posed  of  English,  German  and  Polish.  A  hospital  conducted  by  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Francis  and  a  parochial  school  and  academy  are  in  connection  with  the  church. 
The  work  in  these  various  institutions  makes  heavy  demand  upon  the  time  and 
attention  of  Father  Cyriac,  as  he  is  commonly  called.  Although  he  has  made  his 
home  in  Columbus  for  only  a  brief  period,  he  has  gained  the  esteem  of  liis  parish- 
ioners and  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


CAPTAIN  LUTHER  H.  NORTH. 

Fiction  furnishes  no  more  interesting  or  thrilling  tales  than  those  offered  in 
our  own  M'estern  history.  The  record  of  tlie  experiences  of  Cajitain  Luther  H. 
North  are  such  as  would  claim  the  attention  of  any  youth  if  given  in  detail.  There 
is  no  pliase  of  scout  life  or  of  Indian  warfare  in  the  west  with  which  he  is  not 
familiar,  and  he  is  numbered  among  those  who  have  aided  in  shaping  the  history 
of  this  section  of  the  country.  He  now  makes  his  home  at  No.  918  West  Fifteenth 
street  in  Columbus  but  is  a  native  of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  born  March  6,  ISie, 
his  parents  being  Thomas  J.  and  Jane  (Towiiley)  North.  The  father  was  born 
in  1812,  in  Tompkins  county,  New  York,  which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  the 
mother,  whose  natal  year  was  1820.  Removing  to  Ohio,  the  father  engaged  in 
business  at  Rome,  Richland  county,  and  was  there  county  surveyor  for  many 
years.  He  was  an  active  representative  of  the  democratic  party,  taking  a  helpful 
interest  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  party  in  that  locality.  Removing  west- 
ward to  Chicago,  he  afterward  became  a  resident  of  Nebraska,  making  the  journey 
by  rail, to  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  and  thence  by  stage  to  Omaha  in  1855.  He  was  with 
a  surveying  party  that  helped  sectionize  all  the  country  between  Omaha  and 
Elkhorn,  Nebraska.  The  year  after  his  arrival  in  this  state  his  family  joined  him 
in  the  west  and  in  March,  1857,  he  started  out  with  a  party  of  surveyors  who 
were  laying  out  claims.  One  of  this  party,  John  Davis,  gave  out,  after  which 
Thomas  J.  North  aided  him  to  reach  a  deserted  log  cabin  and  then  set  out  to 
bring  help  from  the  ranch  house  where  they  were  staying  but  became  lost  in  the 
deep  snow  on  the  Little  Pappipio  river  and  was  frozen  to  death.  When  found  by 
a  searching  party  he  was  less  than  a  mile  from  the  house  he  was  looking  for.  His 
widow  long  survived  him,  pass'ing  away  in   1908. 

Captain  North  of  this  review  began  his  education  in  Ohio  and  attended  school 
to  a  limited  extent  in  Florence,  Nebraska,  to  which  place  tlie  family  removed 
after  the  father's  death.  He  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of  five  children. 
When  only  thirteen  years  of  age  he  came  to  Columbus  and  became  a  mail  carrier 
on  the  Star  route  between  Columbus  and  Monroe.  There  were  many  Indians  in  the 
state  at  that  time  and  in  1859  the  Pawnee  outbreak  occurred.  Captain  North 
became  familiar  with  all  of  the  experiences  of  life  on  the  frontier  and  with  every 
pliase  of  pioneer  existence.  After  carrj'ing  the  mail  for  a  year  he  became  associated 
with  his  brother  James  in  running  a  big  bunch  of  cattle  on  the  prairie.  In  those 
d.iys  all  kinds  of  wagon  trains  passed  through  the  district  on  their  way  to  Cali- 
fornia, Pike's  Peak  and  other  places  in  search  of  gold.  In  the  fall  of  1862  Captain 
North  responded  to  the  country's  call  for  aid,  enlisting  at  Columbus  in  Company 
K,   Second    Nebraska   Cavalry,   being  mustered    in   at    Omaha.      He   returned    from 
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tli.-it  . 


lie   Pawnee    Indian   reservation,  tlien   near   Genoa, 
Nebraska,   tlie   Second   Regiment  being  assigned  to  guard   duty 
who  were  then  harassing  the   Pawnees.     In  the  spring 
ordered    to    Sioux    City    and    joined    General    Sully's    forces,    procccdin- 
Missouri  river  to  head  off  a  band  of  Indians.     A  battle  ( 
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man,  Sheridan,  Harney  and  several  of  the  Indian  ehief^.  an 
and  his  squaw  and  son  were  exchanged  for  three  white  boy 
a  year  Luther  H.  North  was  made  captain  of  Company  A.     I 
in    the    spring    and   summer    months,    as    the    Indians    would 
campaign.      In    1869   a   battle   was    fought  against    Tall    Bull 
Colorado.     The  battle  was   originally  called   Susanna  Siiriiigs,  as 
a  woman  named   Susanna  was   recaj^tured    from  the  "Indians.      In 
about  one   hundred  of  the   red    nun    were   killed. 

Captain    North,   contiiiu.d    in    aeli\c    service   until    1S70   and   th< 
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together  with  about  fifteen  hundred  buffalo  skins.  Captain  North  was  mustered 
out  of  service  in  1877.  Between  the  years  1870  and  1876,  although  not  an  enlisted 
soldier,  he  did  some  scout  duty  for  a  comi>any  of  infantry  nnd  cavalry  located  at 
Fort  Ilartsuff  on  the  Loup  river  at  St.  Paul,  Nebraska.  In  1877  he  engaged  with 
his  Inolh.  rs  .ina  W.  F.  Cody,  better  known  as  Buffalo  Bill,  in  the  cattle  business 
on  DiMii-il  rivrr  in  X.  hiMNka.  In  1882  he  returned  to  Columbus  and  bought  and 
sold  liors.s  -nul  catlK.  In  1886  he  was  appointed  by  Cleveland  as  deputy  internal 
revenue  collector  and  upon  his  return  to  Columbus  in  1889  he  engaged  in  the  live- 
stock business.  In  1900  he  began  farming,  to  which  he  devoted  his  attention  until 
1910,  wlien  he  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  government  as  storekeeper 
ganger  at  Omaha.  However,  he  has  called  Columbus  his  home  since  1859  and  is 
now  living  retired  here,  occupying  a  pleasant  residence  at  No.  918  West  Fifteenth 

In  1898  Captain  North  married  ISIiss  Elvina  Sprague,  a  daughter  of  James  K. 
Sprague,  who  went  west  to  California  and  afterward  returned  to  Nebraska, 
becoming  a  blacksmith  and  farmer  at  Silver  Creek,  jNIerrick  county,  where  he  also, 
conducted  a  store.  When  Captain  North  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  enter  into 
rerniniseences  concerning  his  life  as  scout  and  Indian  lighter,  liis  tales  are  most 
interesting.  He  thoroughly  knows  the  red  man,  his  habits,  his  methods  of  warfare, 
his  customs,  his  beliefs  and  his  ideas.  He  speaks  the  language  of  some  of  the 
tribes  and  takes  a  fair  and  impartial  view  of  the  Indian  problem,  having  his 
information  concerning  the  red  race  at  first  hand.  His  efforts  have  been  an  effective 
force  in  reclaiming  this  region  for  the  purposes  of  civilization  and  his  name  deserves 
a  prominent  place  on  the  pages  of  Nebraska's  liistory. 


JACOB   GREISEN. 

Jacob  Greisen,  a  well  known  merchant  of  Columbus,  was  born  on  the  Rhine,  in 
Germany,  June  10,  1849.  His  parents.  Christian  and  JMary  (Mouss)  Greisen, 
were  married  in  the  fatherland  and  ther,.  nsid.d  until  1S6S.  in  which  year  they 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  and  ni.u!.-  tlirir  \viy  to  Dr'.iie  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  they  located  upon  a  farm.  Tline  years  liti  r  they  came  to  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  and  took  up  their  residence  upon  a  farm  here.  The  father  died  in  1878 
and  the  mother  in   1891. 

Jacob  Greisen  received  his  education  in  his  native  land  and  in  1868  accom 
paniid  liis  pan  uts  to  the  new  world.  Ilr  la  ni  liiud  under  the  parental  roof  until 
1871.  "lirn  lu  «,iit  to  Chicago,  .arriving  in  llial  cilv  just  after  the  great  fire  which 
devastalrd  it.  He  remained  there  until  An-nst.  1S7-'.  and  then  came  to  Columbus, 
Nebraska,  where  in  1874  he  opened  a  shoe  store  which  he  has  since  conducted. 
During  the  forty-one  years  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  business  here  he  has  won 
recognition  as  a  merchant  of  sound  judgment,  enterprise  and  unquestioned  relia- 
bility. He  carries  a  complete  and  well  chosen  stock,  and  his  liberal  policy  has 
enabled  him  to  build  up  a  large  and  representative  trade. 

In  November.  1894,  in  Columbus,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Greisen  and 
Miss  Anna  Wagner,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Wagner,  deceased.  To  this  marriage 
have  been  born  two  children,  Marie  and   Katharyne. 


258       PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

Mr.  Greisen  is  a  democrat  and  for  tliree  terms,  or  six  years,  served  on  the 
Columbus  city  council,  proving  an  efficient  and  public-spirited  alderman.  I'"ra- 
ternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Sons  of  Herman, 
and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catliolic  church.  For  more  than  four 
decades  he  has  been  intimately  connected  with  the  commercial  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  Columbus,  and  he  is  also  identified  with  its  financial  interests  as  a  director 
of  the  First  National  Bank.  He  possesses  the  characteristic  virtues  of  his  race, 
being  sagacious  and  dependable,  and  the  city  owes  much  of  its  prosperity  to  men 
such  as  he,  men  who  quietly  and  steadily  perform  the  duties  that  devolve  upon 
them  and  manage  their  business  affairs  with  sound  judgn^ent. 


JOHN  TERNUS. 


Through  well  directed  eflort  John  Ternus  became  one  of  the  extensive  land- 
owners of  PHtte  county  and  now  occupies  a  highly  improved  and  valuable  farm 
situated  on  section  20,  Granville  township.  His  life  record  might  serve  as  the 
text  of  a  valuable  lesson,  for  it  shows  what  may  be  accomplished  through  hard 
work  intelligently  directed.  He  was  born  in  Germany.  March  12,  1852,  a  son  of 
John  and  Annie  (Wagner)  Ternus,  also  natives  of  that  country,  where  the  father 
followed  farming  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  passed  away  in  1885,  while  his 
wife  died  in   1900. 

John  Ternus  was  reared  and  educated  in  Germany,  remaining  with  his  parents 
to  the  age  of  twenty  years,  when  in  1872  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  became  a 
resident  of  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  lor  six 
years.  During  that  period  he  carefully  saved  his  earnings  until  at  length  he  had 
money  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  purchase  seventy-two  acres  of  land  in  Marshall 
county.  Taking  up  his  abode  thereon,  he  cultivated  that  farm  for  nine  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  investing 
in  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  21,  Granville  township.  With 
characteristic  energy  he  began  to  develop  and  cultivate  that  tract  and  soon  wrought 
a  marked  transformation  in  its  appearance.  To  his  original  holdings  he  added 
from  time  to  time  as  his  financial  resources  increased  until  he  now  owns  eight 
hundred  acres  of  land,  four  hundred  of  which  lie  in  Granville  township,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  St.  Bernard  township  and  tlie  remainder  in  Humphrey 
township.  He  continued  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  until  1905,  when  he  retired 
and  removed  to  Humphrey,  where  he  lived  for  four  years.  He  afterward  spent 
a  year  in  Omaha  but  he  could  not  be  contented  without  some  occupation,  for 
indolence  and  idleness  are  utterly  foreign  to  his  nature  and  he  returned  to  the  old 
n  another  part  of  his  farm,  on  section  20, 
;  has  since  occupied  that  home  and  is  now 
i  place.  His  has  been  an  active,  busy  and 
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keep  busj'  in  the  care  and  general  supervision  of  his  property.  He  is  also  a 
stockholder  in   the  Farmers  Elevator  company  of   Humphrey. 

In  February,  1878,  Mr.  Ternus  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rosa  Maier, 
by  wiiom  he  had  eight  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  surviving  are  as 
follows:  Frank,  who  follows  farming  in  Humphrey  township;  John  H.,  an  agri- 
culturist of  Granville  township;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Conrad  Frey,  of  Hum- 
phrey township;  Elizabeth,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  John  Van  Dyke,  a 
farmer  of  Humphrey  township;  Peter  J.,  who  is  a  banker  of  Humphrey  and  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work;  and  Conrad,  a  farmer  of 
Granville  township.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  April  29,  1892,  and  in 
September,  1900,  Mr.  Ternus  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mrs.  iSIonica  (Schrafle)  Nick.  To  them  have  been  born  two  children,  Edward  P. 
and  Herman  L. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Ternus  is  a  Catholic,  while  his  political  belief  is  that 
of  the  democratic  party.  He  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  determination  to 
come  to  the  new  world,  for  here  he  found  good  business  opportunities  and  in  their 
utilization  has  won  a  verj^  gratifying  and  substantial  measure  of  success,  all  of  which 
he  well  deserves. 


REUBEN  MARSHALL  CAMPBELL. 

Reuben  Marshall  Campbell,  who  has  held  the  position  of  superintendent  of 
schools  in  Columbus  since  the  fall  of  1910,  has  been  engaged  in  educational  work 
for  a  number  of  years  with  splendid  success.  His  birth  occurred  in  Adams  county, 
Indiana,  on  the  20th  of  March,  1866,  his  parents  being  Sylvester  and  ISIary  (Wood) 
Campbell,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio,  the  former  born  in  Guernsey  county 
in  1830.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Indiana  in  1861.  Sylvester  Campbell 
passed  away  in  November,  1913,  but  is  survived  by  his  widow.  The  family  comes 
of  Scotch  origin  in  the  paternal  line,  and  John  Campbell,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  New  York. 

Reuben  M.  Campbell  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  state  and  in  1892  was  graduated  from  Franklin  College  of  Franklin,  Indiana, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  Subsequently  he  pursued  post-graduate 
work  in  Chicago  University  and  tin  ii  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  first  acting 
as  teacher  in  the  high  school  at  Wiiifield.  Kansas,  for  two  years.  In  1894.  he 
returned  to  Franklin  College,  studying  in  that  institution  for  one  term  and  receiv- 
ing the  jNIaster  of  Science  degree.  The  same  year  he  came  to  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  and  after  serving  as  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Platte  Center  for 
two  years  became  assistant  principal  of  the  high  school  in  Columbus,  teaching 
Latin  and  chemistry.  He  next  acted  as  principal  of  schools  at  Humphrey,  this 
county,  for  four  years  and  afterward  spent  a  similar  period  as  superintendent  of 
schools  at  Westpoint,  Cuming  county,  Nebraska.  In  the  fall  of  1910  he  took  his 
present  position  as  superintendent  of  schools  at  Columbus,  in  which  connection 
he  has  made  a  most  creditable  record,  the  efficiency  of  his  work  being  manifest  in 
the  improvement  of  the  school  system  of  the  city.  He  is  a  director  of  the  German 
National  Bank  and  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
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On  the  27tli  of  June,  1907,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Campbell  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Sheldon,  a  daughter  of  Chauncey  H.  Sheldon. 
They  have  one  son,  Donald  Clarence  Campbell,  who  was  born  June  27,  1910. 
Mr.  Campbell  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  while  his 
fraternal  connections  make  him  a  Master  Mason.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Congregational  church.  He  is  a  man  whose  life  has  always  been  in  keeping 
with  high  standards  and  he  justly  deserves  the  full  measure  of  confidence  and 
respect  now  entertained   for  him  by  all  who  know  him. 


AUGUST  RUNGE. 


August  Runge  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  that  Germany  has 
furnished  to  Platte  county,  where  for  many  years  he  carried  on  general  farming 
but  is  now  living  retired  in  Columbus,  having  reached  the  eightieth  milestone  on 
life's  journey.  He  was  born  in  Prussia,  October  7,  1835,  a  son  of  Charles  and 
Eva  (Schwartz)  Runge.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years  and  the  mother 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  vears,  five  months  and  five  days.  The  educa- 
tional opportunities  of  August  Runge  were  very  limited.  He  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  in  Germany  and' was  engaged  in  active  military  duty  in  the  war  of  18G1  and 
1866. 

At  length  he  determined  to  come  to  America,  attracted  by  tlic  reports  which  he 
heard  concerning  opportunities  in  this  country.  His  brother-in-law.  Charles  Rcinkc, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Platte  county,  sent  him  money  for  the  trip  and  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1867,  casting  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  whose  ef- 
forts were  bringing  about  the  development  of  this  section  of  the  country.  He 
secured  a  claim  of  eighty  acres  on  section  26,  Bismark  township,  built  a  sod  house 
and  there  lived  for  thirteen  years,  experiencing  all  the  hardships  and  privations 
incident  to  settlement  on  the  frontier.  He  was  poor  and  had  to  work  hard  to  get 
a  start  and  he  practiced  the  closest  economy  in  the  early  days,  but  as  time  passed 
on  his  labors  were  rtwardtd  with  good  crops  and  the  sale  thereof  enabled  him  to 
purchase  additionil  I'.iuls  until  he  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Platte  county  and  another  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Colfax  county. 
He  made  splendid  iniprovenunts  upon  his  land  and  engaged  extensively  in  the  rais- 
ing of  stock.  Earnest,  persistent  labor  at  length  won  him  prosperity  and  he  has 
been  most  generous  with  liis  children,  dividing  his  lands  among  them  since  he  has 
retired  from  active  farm  life. 

In  1860  Mr.  Runge  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Augusta  Reinke,  who  was 
born  in  Germany  in  1833  and  passed  away  in  1899.  Her  father,  Sam  Reinke, 
was  a  sheep  raiser  and  farmer  in  Germany.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Runge  were  born 
six  children,  as  follows:  August,  who  lives  on  a  farm  in  Bismark  township,  is 
married  and  has  four  children — Arthur,  Sophie,  August  and  Katherine;  Emma,  the 
wife  of  Kasper  Karl,  of  Colfax  county,  by  whom  she  has  four  children — Arthur, 
Walter,  Kate  and  Emma;  two  who  died  in  infancy,  while  the  parents  were  still  resi- 
dents of  German}' ;  and  two  who  died  in  America  as  infants. 

Mr.  Runge  now  lives  alone  in  Columbus,  having  retired  from  active  business. 
He  has  ever  been  a  devoted  member  of  tlie  German  Lutheran  Evangelical  churcli. 
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uniting  with  the  church  near  liis  home  that  stood  on  land  which  was  given  for  the 
purpose  by  Charles  Reinke.  One  of  his  most  cherished  possessions  is  a  medal  of 
honor  sent  him  by  William  I,  emperor  of  Germany,  for  bravery  as  a  soldier  in  the 
German  army.  Although  now  eighty  years  of  age,  Mr.  Runge  does  not  look  more 
than  fifty  and  in  spirit  and  interests  seems  yet  in  his  prime,  keeping  in  touch  with 
all  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  and  with  local  affairs  of  moment.  His  life  record 
should  serve  to  inspire  and  encourage  others  who  have  to  start  out  empty-handed 
as  he  did,  for  his  career  shows  what  may  be  accomplished  when  determination  and 
energy  lead  the  way. 


SIEBERT  HEIBEL. 

A  large  proportion  of  Platte  county's  citizens  are  of  German  descent  or  have 
had  their  nativity  in  the  fatherland,  and  in  the  new  world  they  have  found  the 
opportunity  for  advancement  and  progress  along  business  lines  and  have  aided  in 
upbuilding  a  substantial  commonwealth.  To  this  number  belongs  Siebert  Heibel, 
who  was  born  in  Hessen,  Germany,  July  1,  1856.  His  father,  Valentine  Heibel, 
also  a  native  of  the  same  country,  came  with  his  family  to  the  United  States  in 
1867  and  for  two  years  was  a  resident  of  Illinois,  after  which,  in  February,  1809, 
he  came  to  Platte  county  and  secured  a  homestead  claim  in  Bismark  township. 
With  characteristic  energy  he  began  the  development  of  the  farm  and  his  labors 
were  attended  with  good  results.  He  had  become  a  well  known  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen  long  ere  he  passed  away  in  Bismark  township  in  the  fall  of  1883.  His 
widow,  Mrs.  Angelica  Heibel,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  survives  and  is  now 
making  her  home  with  her  j'oungest  son  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
In  the  family  were  five  children:  Anna,  the  wife  of  Charles  Dittberner,  living  in 
Madison  county;  John,  whose  home  is  in  Columbus;  Katie,  the  wife  of  John 
Rickert,  also  of  Columbus ;  Siebert,  of  this  review ;  and  Julius,  who  occupies  the  old 
home  farm  in  Bismark  township. 

Siebert  Heibel  was  a  lad  of  about  elevtn  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  emigration  to  the  new  world,  and  was  in  the  thirteenth  j'ear  of  his  age 
when  he  became  a  resident  of  Platte  county.  He  has  remained  within  its  borders 
througliout  the  intervening  period  and  thus  for  forty-six  years  has  been  a  witness 
of  the  growth  and  development  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  knows  what  farming 
meant  in  the  early  days  when  farm  machinery  and  implements  were  crufle  and 
when  it  was  a  most  arduous  and  strenuous  task  to  convert  the  wild  prairie  into 
productive  fields.  He  has  lived  to  witness  many  changes  in  the  methods  of  farming 
and  at  all  times  has  kept  in  touch  with  the  trend  of  modern  progress.  He  has 
always  carried  on  general  farming  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  excellent  land  on  section  24,  Bismark  township,  known  as  the  Charles 
Reinke  place,  having  belonged  to  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of-  the  township. 

Mr.  Heibel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  Lucke,  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  a  daughter  of  Gerhard  Lucke,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Platte  county.  Seven 
children  were  born  of  this  marriage:  Bertha,  the  wife  of  Paul  Roth,  of  Columbus; 
Clara,  the  wife  of  Otto  Korte,  living  on  her  father's  farm;  Mary,  who  died  in 
young  womanhood;  and  Carl,  Paul,  Walter  and  Madeleine,  all  yet  at  home.     The 
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family  circle  was  again  broken  by  the  hand  of  death,  when  on  the  25th  of  October, 
1903,  the  wife  and  mother  passed  away,  leaving  behind  her  many  warm  friends 
who  mourned  her  loss  because  of  her  excellent  traits  of  character  which  had  en- 
deared her  to  those  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 

Mr.  Heibcl  has  been  a  democrat  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of 
franchise  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  local  leaders  of  his  party.  For  twenty- 
nine  years  he  has  filled  the  office  of  assessor  of  Bismark  township,  making  a  most 
creditable  record  by  his  promptness  and  fidelity.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he 
has  been  treasurer  of  the  school  district  and  he  is  always  interested  in  progressive 
education.  He  belongs  to  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  his  life  has  been  one 
of  high  and  manly  purpose. 


WILLIAM    FOLTZ. 

William  Foltz  is  living  on  section  22,  Granville  township,  where  he  owns  and 
cultivates  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  land.  In  the  midst  of  the  place 
stands  an  attractive  modern  residence  and  all  of  the  improvements  of  a  model 
farm  are  there  found.  A  native  of  Indiana,  he  was  born  in  Ripley  county.  May 
1-i,  1863,  a  son  of  Ignatz  and  Caroline  (Cook)  Foltz.  The  father,  a  native  of 
Baden,  Germany,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  also  learned  and  followed  the 
butcher's  trade.  He  came  to  America  in  182'i,  settling  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
in  that  city  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline  Cook,  also  a  native  of 
Baden.  While  living  in  Cincinnati  he  worked  at  the  butcher's  trade  but  afterward 
removed  to  Ripley  county,  Indiana,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
spending  his  rtmaining  days  there.  He  passed  away  in  that  county  in  1907,  when 
he  had  ri  irlii  d  tin  \  cry  venerable  age  of  ninety-four  years.  He  had  long  survived 
his  wife,   who  died   upon  the  home   farm  in   Indiana  in   1S78. 

William  Foltz  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  readied  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  and  then,  at  a  time  when  most  boys  are  busy  witli  tlie  duties  of  the  school- 
room, he  started  out  to  earn  his  own  living,  working  as  a  farm  hand  for  six  dollars 
per  month.  He  continued  to  work  at  farm  labor  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  when  he  rented  land  for  two  years.  He  was  then  married  and 
removed  to  Princeville,  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  where  he  again  engaged  in  farming 
upon  rented  land  for  five  years.  In  1892  he  came  to  Platte  county.  Nebraska,  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  22,  Granville  township, 
upon  which  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  also  purchased  four  hundred  acres  in 
Western  Nebraska,  near  Alliance.  His  place  was  raw  prairie  but  he  converted  it 
Into  rich  and  productive  fields  and  has  continuously  carried  on  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  following  practical,  progressive  methods  that  produce  good 
results.  In  addition  he  owns  a  fine  town  residence  in  Humjihrey  and  he  is  one 
of  the  stockholders  in  the  Farmers  State  Bank  of  that  ])laee.  His  attention  is 
now  largely  given  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  high-grade  stock  and  lie  feeds 
both  cattle  and  hogs.  When  he  purchased  his  place  there  «.rc  no  improvements 
upon  it  worthy  of  mention  but  in  1904  he  erected  a  fine  new  reside  net  .uid  in  1909 
built  large  and  commodious  barns.  He  also  has  the  best  niachimrv  to  facilitate 
the  work  of  the  fields  and  everytliing  about  tlie  place  is  indicative  of  the  spirit  of 
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enterprise  which  has  characterized  him  in  the  conduct  of  his  farming  interests  since 
he  started  out  on  his  own  account. 

On  the  :21st  of  April,  1887,  Mr.  Foltz  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia 
Stenger,  a  daughter  of  Frank  and  Mary  Stenger,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Germany,  the  latter  being  now  deceased.  Frank  Stenger,  who  followed  general 
agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  active  business  career,  is  now  eii>lity  years  of 
age  and  makes  his  home  in  Kickapoo,  Peoria  county,  Illinois.  To  .Mr.  .iik!  Mrs. 
Foltz  have  been  born  six  children,  as  follows:  Carrie,  whose  birth  occurred  .M.neh 
6,  1888,  and  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Ruckus  Pfeifer,  a  farmer  of  Granvil!.-  U.wu- 
ship;  Amelia,  who  was  born  June  4,  1890,  and  died  October  15,  1898;  Edward. 
born  March  28,  1892;  Annie,  born  February  17,  189-i;  Theresa,  who  was  born 
June  19.  189(5.  and  died  in  infancy;  and  Rosie,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  2d 
of  March,  1898.  Edward,  Annie  and  Rosie  are  at  home.  In  addition  to  their 
own  children  :Mr.  and  :\Irs.  Foltz  are  rearing  a  little  boy,  August,  an  orphan  whom 
they  brought  from  New  York  on  the  16th  of  December,  1913,  and  he  is  now  eight 
years  of  age. 

his    religious    faith   is   that   of   the 

in    all    being    communicants    of  'St. 

vears  he  has  served  as  one  of  its 
:  Society  of  that  church  and  does  all 
nd  promote  its  upbuilding.  There 
have  been  no  unusual  chapters  in  his  life  history  but  the  record  proves  what  may 
be  accomplished  when  determination  and  industry  constitute  the  salient  traits  of 
character  of   the  individual. 


JOHN  J.  BURKE. 

The  value  of  industry  and  enterprise  is  well  illustrated  in  the  career  of  John 
J.  Burke  who,  starting  in  life  with  no  capital  and  with  but  a  limited  education, 
has  so  capably  managed  his  business  interests  that  today  he  is  a  prominent  stock- 
man of  Columbus  and  Platte  county,  meriting  the  esteem  and  respect  whicli  is 
everywhere  accorded  him.  He  was  born  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  September 
6,  1854,  and  comes  of  Irish  parentage.  His  father,  Patrick  Burke,  was  a  native 
of  the  Emerald  isle,  as  was  also  his  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  nauu-  „f  .loha.mah 
Carrig.  They  were  married  in  the  land  of  their  nativity  and  sul.srqu.ntly  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  choosing  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  as  their  liouie.  In 
1864  the  fatii,  r.  with  his  wife,  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  removed  to  a  farm 
in  Shell  Crerk  t„wnsl,ip.  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  was  identified  with  agricul- 
tural pursuits  tln-,uigliout  his  remaining  years.  He  was  permitted  to  enjoy  his 
new  home  for  less  than  a  decade,  however,  for  he  passed  away  in  1873.  The  wife 
and   mother  survived  and  departed  this  life  in   1898. 

John  J.  Burke  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  he  accompanied  the  other  members 
of  the  family  to  Platte  county.  At  an  early  age  he  was  assigned  the  tasks  on  the 
home  farm  that  usually  fall  to  the  farmer  hoy  and  the  educational  advantages  he 
received  were  somewhat  limited,  as  he  was  only  permitted  to  attend  school  for 
eight  or  nine  terms  and  that  only  during  the  winter  seasons.      He  spent   forty-two 
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vears  on  the  home  farm  and  then  in  April,  1906,  took  up  his  abode  in  Columhus 
and  began  buying  and  shipping  hogs  and  cattle,  having  engaged  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness continuously  since  that  time.  In  recent  years,  however,  he  has  given  his 
atiention  exclusively  to  buying  hogs  and  is  meeting  with  splendid  success  in  this 
business  venture. 

Mr.  Burke  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  belief  and  is  a  communicant  of  the 
Catholic  church.  His  fraternal  relations  connect  him  with  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus. For  four  years  he  acted  on  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Platte  county  and 
also  served  on  the  school  board  of  districts  Nos.  12  and  4.  He  may  truly  be 
called  a  self-n.ade  man.  for  in  his  earlier  life  he  was  obliged  to  perform  the  hardest 
kind  of  physical  labor  on  the  farm,  but  he  has  gradually  worked  his  own  way  up  in 
the  business  world  until  he  is  numbered  among  the  prominent  stockmen  of  this 
section  and  is  looked  upon  as  a  shrewd  business  man,  who  fully  merits  tlie  confi- 
dence  and  esteem  of  his   fellow  citizens. 


TONEY  SCHMITZ. 


Toney  Sclunitz  is  proprietor  of  tlie  only  dray  line  at  Cornlca  and,  having  no 
competition,  is  dting  an  extensive  business,  while  his  honorable  and  reliable  methods 
commend  him  to  the  confidence  of  all.  Platte  county  numbers  him  among  her 
native  sons,  for  he  was  born  within  her  borders  September  21,  1891,  being  a  son 
of  Joseph  and  Margaret  Schmitz,  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  came  to  the  new 
world  in  an  early  day  and  when  a  young  man  took  up  his  abode  in  Wisconsin. 
He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  having  learned  the  business  ere  coming  to  the  new 
world.  After  living  for  some  time  in  Wisconsin  he  removed  to  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  he  at  once 
began  to  develop  and  improve,  continuously  and  successfully  operating  the  land 
until  1906,  when  he  rented  his  farm  and  retired.  He  n(jw  lives  with  his  son  on 
the  old  home  place  and  has  reached  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  His  wife  passed 
away   June    1,    1906. 

Tliere  were  nine  children  in  the  family,  namely:  Peter,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Boone  county;  Mary,  the  wife  of  George  Shacher,  living  in  Boone  county;  Annie, 
the  wife  of  Henry  Besch,  of  the  same  county;  Joseph,  who  is  cultivating  the  old 
homestead  farm;  Matt,  who  follows  merchandising  at  St.  Bernard;  Kelly,  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Platte  county;  John,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Petersburg; 
Nicholas,  who  is  residing  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Nebraska;  and  Toney. 

The  last  named  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  farm  and  at  the  usual  age 
became  a  pupil  in  the  district  schools,  thereby  acquiring  an  education  which  fitted 
him  for  life's  practical  .  and  responsible  duties.  He  remained  at  home  until  his 
mother  died  in  1906  and  then  went  to  work  as  a  farm  liaiul  in  the  neighborhood, 
being  employed  in  that  manner  for  eight  years.  On  tlie  '^Ist  of  Jmie.  191.),  he 
came  to  Cornlea  and  bought  out  the  dray  line.  This  is  the  only  business  of  tlie 
kind  in  the  town  and  he  is  accorded  a  liberal  patronage,  so  that  he  derives  a  good 
annual  income  from  his  labors. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  1915,  Mr.  Schmitz  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Alary  Tliieman  of  Phillipsburg,  Nebraska.     Politically  he  is  a  democrat^  while  liis 
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religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church.  He  is  well  known  in  the  county, 
having  spent  his  entire  life  here,,  and  his  friends,  and  they  are  many,  speak,  of 
him  in  terms  of  confidence  and  warm  regard. 


CARL  F.   EWERT. 


Among  the  representative  citizens  whom  Germany  has  given  to  Platte  county 
is  Carl  F.  Ewert,  who  is  dealing  in  agricultural  implements  in  Columbus.  He  was 
born  on  the  26th  of  September,  1879,  a  son  of  Carl  and  Caroline  (Boettcher) 
Ewert,  who  were  married  in  Germany  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  1884, 
when  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America.  They  located  on  a  farm  in  Platte 
county,  Nebraska,  where  they  have  since  lived,  their  home  being  at  present  in 
Columbus.  The  father  served  in  the  German  army 'during  the  Franco-Prussian 
war.  To  them  were  born  six  sons  and  seven  daughters  but  four  of  the  daughters 
have  passed  away. 

Carl  F.  Ewert  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  brought  to  this  country  and  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  Platte  county.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  1910,  when  he  went  to  Monroe  and  established  a  general 
store,  which  he  conducted  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  Columbus,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
agricultural  implement  business  and  has  been  accorded  a  large  patronage.  He 
understands  thoroughly  the  needs  of  the  farmers  in  the  county  and  as  he  is  also 
familiar  with  the  various  lines  of  implements  upon  the  market  he  always  has  in 
stock  the  machines  and  implements  which  his  customers  desire. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1905,  Mr.  Ewert  was  married  in  Platte  county  to  Miss 
Minnie  Hake,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Hake,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  also  served 
in  the  Franco-Prussian  war.  To  this  union  have  been  born  six  children,  Esther. 
George,  Walter,  Margaret,   Oscar  and   Eleanora. 

Mr.  Ewert  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  democratic  party  but  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  public  office.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  in  his  member- 
ship in  the  Lutheran  church,  in  the  furtherance  of  whose  work  he  takes  a  great 
interest.  He  ranks  among  the  successful  business  men  of  Columbus  and  his  pros- 
perity may  be  attributed  entirely  to  his  capacity  for  hard  work,  his  wise  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs  and  his  earnest  desire  to  satisfy  his  customers. 


JOHN   PETER   BECKER. 

Xo  history  of  Platte  county  would  be  complete  were  there  failure  to  make 
reference  to  John  Peter  Becker,  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Columbus  and 
for  many  years  an  active  and  prominent  business  man,  his  enterprise  and  industry 
contributing  in  marked  measure  to  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  city.  Hfe 
also  left  his  impress  upon  the  history  of  Nebraska  as  a  member  of  the  territorial 
legislature  and  as  a   member  of  the  constitutional  convention.      Li   fact  his  elforts 
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were   far-reaching  and  at  all  times  proved  beneficial  to  the  community  and   to  the 
commonwealth. 

Mr.  Becker  was  a  native  of  Warsau,  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  born  on 
the  29th  of  May,  1833.  His  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Phillip  Becker,  born 
on  the  13th  of  March,  ISOl,  and  on  the  Ith  of  Jmie,  1809,  respectively,  were  married 
in  1828.  In  the  year  1837  they  emigrated  with  their  family  to  America,  settling 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  the  father  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  There  John 
Peter  Becker  attended  a  private  school,  receiving  instruction  in  English  and 
German  in  the  common  branches.  When  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  his  textbooks 
were  put  aside  that  he  might  learn  the  more  arduous  and  difficult  lessons  in  the 
school  of  experience.  He  was  apprenticed  to  the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he 
served  for  three  years,  after  which  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  and  at  nineteen 
years  of  age,  when  his  father  became  ill,  he  took  his  place  and  superintended  the 
erection  of  a  four-story  brick  building  known  as  the  Quyne  block,  which  is  still 
standing  at  the  corner  of  Town  and  Third  streets  in  Columbus.  Ohio.  It  is  a 
monument  to  the  marked  ability,  expert  workmanship  and  enterprise  of  Mr.  Becker 
and  disi)layed  one  of  Iiis  strong  characteristics — his  willingness  to  undertake  any 
duty  that  came  to  him  and  to  carry  it  forward  to  successful  completion.  During 
the  years  1851  and  1855  he  worked  as  a  journeyman  carpenter  in  the  middle 
west  and  in  October,  1856,  became  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Columbus 
Company  that  came  to  Nebraska  and  founded  the  city  of  Columbus. 

For  miles  around  stretched  the  wild,  unbroken  prairie,  hardly  a  settlement 
having  been  made  in  this  section  of  the  state,  which  was  still  the  hunting  ground  of 
the  Indian.  The  most  farsighted  could  scarcely  dream  of  the  changes  which  were 
to  occur  and  transform  this  into  a  populous,  prosperous  district.  Mr.  Becker  lived 
in  a  sod  house  and  walked  to  Omaha  for  supplies.  He  experienced  all  of  the 
hardshi))s  and  privations  attendant  upon  life  in  a  new  country  without  railroad 
upon  which  to  draw  for  the  necessaries  of  life.  The 
ujion  what  could  be  raised  and  amid  ungenerous 
itic.us  of  pioneer  life  but  at  length  won  the  victory. 
hr  mountains  in  search  of  gold  but  was  unsuccessful 
(■(]  \v..rk  at  his  tr.id,-,  utilizing  every  means  at  hand 
.■Hlv,nie,:n,iil  in  a  l.iisin.ss  way.  He  entered  all  the 
ly  and  at  oiu-  tini,'  was  the  owner  of  the  tract  from 
1(1  nnl  as  H.ak.rs  addition.  In  1863  he  opened  a 
Ic  ston-  in  (dlunilms  and  also  began  dealing  in 
■ntnrr  «lirrr  tavorinn-  opportunity  led  the  way  and 
litits.  while  at  all  times  his  business  interests  were 
ed  t,.  pn,.-al  pros|„rity  as  well  as  to  individual 
it„  |iartnri-slii|,  with  ,l,)nas  W.leli  and  built  the  first 
if  the  state.  This  proved  a  blessing  to  the  isolated 
)atronized  by  farmers  who  came  from  one  hundred 
miles  in  every  din-etion.  It  jiroved  a  profitable  undertaking  and  was  conducted  by 
them  until  1886.  when  they  sold  out.  They  also  bought  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep 
and  as  dealers  in  live  stock  also  won  prosperity,  the  firm  of  Becker  &  Welch  con- 
tinuing its  existence  until  1892  and  ranking  througliout  the  entire  period  as  one 
of  the   foremost  business  combinations   of  the  countv. 

Mr.  Becker  was  most  happily  situated  in  his  home  life  and  was  devoted  to  the 
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mbus,  on  the  15th  of  April,  187;).  he  wedded  Miss 
:  had  four  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
innie  Fredericka,  the  wife  of  Professor  Weaver  of 
id  Albert  D.,  assistant  cashier  of  the  Commercial 
Ir.  Becker  took  the  greatest  interest  in  the  welfare 
them  every  possible  advantage,  educational  and 
a  for  the  responsibilities  that  come  with  mature 
ands   near   the   town   which   were   entered    from   the 

.  Becker  was  an  earnest  democrat,  recognized  as  one 
1  the  state.  He  was  the  first  recorder  of  deeds  in 
s  chosen  a  member  of  the  territorial  legislature,  thus 
aiding  in  shaping  the  policy  of  the  state  during  its  formative  period.  In  1866 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Johnson  to  the  position  of  Pawnee  Indian  agent, 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  a  year.  In  1875  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  con- 
stitutional convention,  in  the  work  of  which  he  took  a  very  active  part,  leaving 
the  impress  of  his  individuality  and  ability  upon  the  organic  law  of  the  state.  His 
opinions  carried  weight  in  democratic  councils,  his  advice  being  listened  to  by 
those  who  were  most  active  in  directing  the  interests  and  policy  of  the  party.  For 
one  term  he  served  as  mayor  of  Columbus  and  was  called  to  various  other  positions 
of  honor  and  trust.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  Lebanon  Lodge,  No.  59,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  was  a  devoted,  faithful  and  generous  member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
His  cooperation  could  always  be  counted  upon  to  further  any  plan  or  project  for 
the  public  good  and  he  measured  up  to  the  highest  standards  of  citizenshiji.  He 
also  held  friendship  inviolable  and  was  a  great  lover  of  home  and  family.  He 
delighted  to  recount  to  the  members  of  his  household  the  story  of  pioneer  days, 
and  all  must  needs  honor  him  for  the  part  which  he  played  in  bringing  about  the 
present  development.  He  died  January  14.,  1892,  when  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of 
his  age,  and  thus  ended  a  life  of  great  usefulness  and  worth.  Time  gives  the 
perspective  which  places  all  things  in  their  true  value  and  relation,  and  time  has 
but  served  to  heighten  the  fame  and  win  recognition  of  the  worth  of  John  Peter 
Becker,  long  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Platte  county. 


PETER  J.   TERNUS. 
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for  a  year,  and  afterward  entered  the  Otis  &  Murphy  Bank  at  Humphrey,  in 
which  he  served  as  assistant  cashier  for  three  years.  He  afterward  went  to 
Tarnov  and  organized  the  Bank  of  Tarnov,  in  which  he  accepted  the  position  of 
cashier,  continuing  in  that  connection  for  three  and  one-half  years,  or  until  May, 
1915,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Humphrey,  where  he  organized  the  Farmers 
State  Bank,  which  was  opened  on  the  1st  of  October  in  a  new  building  erected  on 
Main  street  especially  for  the  purpose  and  splendidly  equipped  for  the  conduct  of 
a  modern  banking  business.  The  institution  is  capitalized  for  fifty  thousand 
dollars  and  the  officers  are:  P.  L.  Kelly,  president;  Vincent  Weiser,  vice  president; 
and  Peter  J.  Ternus,  cashier.  These  officers,  together  with  Oliver  Alderson  and 
Frank  Ternus,  constitute  the  board  of  directors. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1909,  Mr.  Ternus  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Mary  Fangmann,  a  daughter  of  Anton  and  Kate  (Braehle)  Fangmann,  who  were 
born  in  Illinois.  The  father  came  to  Platte  county  at  an  early  period  in  its 
development  in  company  with  his  parents  and  here  was  reared  to  manhood.  He 
purchased  land  in  Granville  township  and  cultivated  and  developed  it  for  a  long 
period  but  in  1899  removed  to  Humphrey,  where  he  was  proprietor  of  a  store  for 
some  time.  He  is  now  acting  as  manager  for  the  Nye-Schneider-Fowler  Company, 
dealers  in  lumber,  grain  and  coal,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  well  known  and  highly 
respected  in  Humphrey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ternus  have  two  children:  Mildred,  born 
February  20,  1911;  and  Alvin,  born  in  June,   1913. 

Politically  Mr.  Ternus  is  a  democrat  and  while  living  at  Tarnov  served  as 
chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees.  He  belongs  to  the  Catholic  church,  to  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Tliroughout  his  entire 
business  career  he  has  been  identified  with  banking  and  is  thorouglily  acquainted 
with  the  business  in  every  phase,  so  that  his  experience  well  qualifies  him  for  his 
present  position  and  gives  to  the  patrons  of  the  bank  a  sense  of  security  and  sat- 
isfaction. 


CHARLES  W.  TALBITZER. 

,  retired  farmer  living  at  Monroe  and  is  also  one  of 
f  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  proudly  wearing  the 
laims  him  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  still  main- 
i.il  relations  with  his  comrades  who  wore  the  blue.  He  has 
spirit  of  patriotism  from  early  youth,  although  he  is 
His  birth  occurred  in  Canton  Bern,  Switzerland, 
'nts  being  Charles  J.  and  Anna  (Haggar)  Talbitzer. 
red  at  Heyday,  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany,  in  1806  and 
the  mother  was  born  near  Bern,  Switzerland,  in  1816.  The  father  learned  the 
trade  of  a  miller  and  millwright  and  built  and  operated  wind  and  water  mills. 
He  traveled  quite  extensively  over  Europe,  at  length  reaching  Switzerland,  where 
he  lived  for  some  time.  He  rebuilt  and  operated  a  mill  about  six  miles  from  Neu- 
chatel  and  for  some  time  also  conducted  a  hotel,  but  was  forced  to  leave  that  coun- 
try because  of  a  political  entanglement  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1846. 
For  a  brief  period  he  tarried  in  New  York  and  then  went  to  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  after  which  he  was  employed  in  the  salt  works  near  Tarentum,  Pennsylvania, 
for  about  two  years.  While  there  he  took  out  his  first  naturalization  papers.  He 
afterward  removed  to  Niles,  Ohio,  and  in  1856  took  out  his  final  papers  at 
Warren,  Ohio,  thus  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  American  republic.  He  worked 
in  the  rolling  mills  at  Niles,  being  employed  in  the  old  McKinley  furnace  works 
at  that  place,  but  in  18.)7  he  turned  his  attention  to  gardening  near  Niles,  fol- 
lowing that  pursuit  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  offered  his 
services  to  his  adopted  country,  enlisting  in  September,  1861,  as  a  member  of 
Company  C,  Nineteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  command  was  at  Camp 
Denison.  From  tliat  point  they  proceeded  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  they 
arrived  about  Christmas.  1861,  being  attached  to  the  brigade  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Mitchell.  Later  they  proceeded  to  Columbia,  Kentucky,  wlicre  the  winter  of 
1861-2  was  spent.  Mr.  Talbitzer  was  wounded  at  Shiloli  on  tlic  second  day  of 
the  battle,  April  8.  ]86'2,  and  was  sent  home,  for  the  government  did  not  have 
hospital  facilities  to  take  care  of  tlie  troops.  Hospital  boats  conveyed  the  wounded 
to  Cincinnati  ind  from  that  i)oint  -Mr.  Talbitzer  made  liis  way  home,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  4th  of  May,  his  death  occurring  the  following  day. 

His  son,  Charles  W.  Talbitzer  of  this  review,  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of 
eight  children.  He  attended  school  .at  Niles,  Ohio,  from  1854.  until  1857,  when  he 
was  a  classmate  of  President  William  McKinley.  He  then  began  working  in  the 
mills  and  through  the  winter  seasons  continued  his  education.  From  1857  until 
1861  he  was  employed  in  a  nail  factory.  He  would  contract  for  machines  and 
hire  the  men  to  feed  the  machines,  while  he  acted  as  overseer  of  the  floor.  His 
youth  was  a  period  of  earnest  and  unremitting  toil  and  responsibilities  devolved 
upon  him  at  an  early  age,  but  with  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  all  personal  inter- 
ests and  ambitions  were  put  aside  and  on  the  27th  of  April,  1861,  at  Warren,  Ohio, 
he  enlisted  for  three  months.  When  it  was  seen  that  the  war  was  not  to  be  speedily 
ended  he  reenlisted  on  the  17th  of  September,  1861,  at  Niles  for  three  years  in  the 
same  company,  joining  the  army  as  a  private  and  coming  out  as  a  corporal.  He 
and  his  father  were  in  the  same  company.  He  served  until  October  12,  1864, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  Company  K,  Fifth  Regiment  of  the  Vet- 
eran Reserve  Corps,  to  which  he  had  been  transferred  in  1863.  He  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Rich  Mountain  in  1861,  Shiloh  in  1862,  Perry ville,  Kentucky,  and 
Murfreesboro  and  on  the  2d  of  January,  1863,  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg.  He 
had  kept  a  diary  up  to  that  time  but  when  he  was  captured  the  book  was  rifled 
by  the  enemy.  When  his  three  years'  term  had  expired  lie  returned  to  Niles  in 
1864. 

Tlie  following  year  Mr.  Talbitzer  was  married  and  resumed  work  in  the  mills. 
From  1883  until  1888  he  was  night  manager  of  the  Falcom  Iron  &  Nail  Works 
and  then  withdrew  from  active  connection  with  industrial  interests  and  made  his 
way  to  Oconee,  Nebraska,  purchasing  land  on  what  was  then  section  5,  Lost  Creek 
township.  At  that  time  the  town  of  Monroe  had  not  been  established.  He  en- 
gaged in  farming,  carefully  tilling  his  fields  year  after  j'ear  with  good  success  until 
1906,  when  he  retired  from  active  business  and  is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1915,  Mr.  Talbitzer  celebrated  his  golden  wedding, 
for  on  that  date  fifty  years  before  he  had  wedded  Susan  A.  Morris,  who  was  born 
in  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  William  S.  and  Charlotte  (Otter- 
son)   Morris.     The  former  was  born  in  Philadelphia  and  the  latter  in  the  north  of 
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Ireland.  When  a  maiden  of  ten  years  Mrs.  Morris  was  brought  by  her  parents 
to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Morris  was  a  cigar  maker  and  always  lived  in  Pennsyl- 
vania save  for  a  short  period  which  he  spent  in  Niles  and  Warren,  Ohio,  during 
which  time  he  was  employed  as  a  nailer  in  a  nail  factory.  He  died  at  Butler, 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  while  his  wife  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talbitzer  were  born  nine  children.  William 
W.,  the  eldest,  is  doing  expert  work  in  the  pumping  department  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  at  Council  Bluffs.  He  is  married  and  has  three  children.  At 
the  time  of  the  Spanish-American  war  he  joined  Company  K,  First  Nebraska  Infan- 
try, at  Columbus  and  went  to  the  Philippines,  where  he  saw  active  service  for  a 
year.  Charles  John  died  in  infancy.  Sarah  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Charles  Pot- 
ter of  Platte  county,  and  was  the  mother  of  four  children.  Alice  is  the  wife  of 
Saxe  Percy,  of  Vallej',  Nebraska,  and  has  two  children.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Crowshaw,  of  Washington,  and  has  four  children,  John,  who  remains  upon  the 
home  farm,  is  the  leader  of  the  gymnasium  with  the  Monroe  Athletic  Association. 
Susan  is  the  wife  of  Lester  Kelley,  postmaster  of  Monroe,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. Lydia  became  the  wife  of  Oliver  Ifland,  of  Columbus,  and  died  leaving  two 
children.     Frank  H,  died  when  five  years  old, 

Mr,  Talbitzer  is  a  prominent  representative  of  Masonry  in  this  county,  hav- 
ing been  affiliated  with  the  order  since  1875,  He  demitted  to  Columbus  and  now 
belongs  to  Lebanon  Lodge,  No.  58,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Orient  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.; 
and  Gethsemane  Commandery,  K.  T.  He  has  also  been  commander  of  Atlanta 
Post,  No.  275,  G.  A.  R.,  for  several  years  and  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
that  organization.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  stalwart  republican  and  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Monroe,  filling  that  position  for  six  years  and  one  month. 
He  has  always  been  more  or  less  active  in  politics  and  stands  fearlessly  in  defense 
of  his  honest  convictions.  All  of  his  life  he  has  been  active  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  for  the  past  twenty  years  has  been  one  of  its  elders.  His  wife,  an 
equally  loyal  member,  has  been  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Sunday  school  and  in  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  that  church  and  both  are  held  in  the  highest  regard  wherever 
known,  their  circle  of  friends  being  coextensive  with  the  circle  of  their  acquaintance. 


CHAUNCEY  H.  SHELDON. 

Chaiincey  H.  Sheldon,  of  Columbus,  is  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  who 
during  the  past  third  of  a  nntury  has  Ihm  n  activily  identified  with  farming  and 
stock-raising  interests  in  I'lattt-  county.  His  hii-Hi  occurred  in  Jefferson,  Ohio, 
in  August.  ^18U,  his  parents  hting  John  B.  aiul  Sarali  Ann  (Seely)  Sheldon,  who 
were  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  York  respectively.  Their  ni.irri.iuc  was  cele- 
brated in  the  Empire  state  and  the  year  1837  witnessed  tluir  r,  m.n.il  to  Ohio.  In 
1862  they  established  their  home  in  Clifton,  Illinois,  there  spendin--  the  remainder 
of  their  lives, 

Chauncey  H,  Sheldon  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  state  until  fif- 
teen years  of  age  and  worked  on  the  farm  in  Ohio  until  April,  1861,  when  he  re- 
sponded to  President  Lincoln's  first  call  for  troops  to  defend  the  Union,  enlisting 
as  a  jirivate  of  Compan3'  B,  Twentieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.     With  that  com- 
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mand  he  served  until  mustered  out  in  August,  and  in  August,  1862,  he  reenlisted 
as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Kighty-eifrlitl.  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  remaining 
therewith  until  honorably  di.scli.iri;i(l  in  IVbruary,  1863,  on  account  of  physical  dis- 
ability caused  by  wounds  received  at  Ptrryville.  In  February,  1863,  he  again  en- 
listed for  service  in  the  Union  army,  joining  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry  and  serving  as  adjutant  of  his  regiment  until  February,  1866, 
when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Springfield,  Illinois.  He  had  made  a  most  creditable 
military  record,  never  faltering  in  the  performance  of  any  duty  whether  it  took 
him  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight  or  stationed  him  upon  the  lonely  picket  line.  Re- 
turning to  the  home  farm  in  Illinois,  he  remained  thereon  until  1882  and  then  came 
to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  and  purchased  three  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Platte  county. 
The  highest  price  paid  was  ten  dollars  per  acre  for  land  some  of  which  later  sold 
for  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  an  acre.  Farming  and  stock-raising  inter- 
ests have  claimed  his  attention  throughout  the  intervening  third  of  a  century  and 
his  undertakings  in  this  connection  have  been  attended  with  success.  He  acts  as 
vice  president  of  the  German  National  Bank  and  is  the  chief  executive  officer  of 
the  Columbus  Sewer  &  Drainage  Company. 

In  1868,  in  Oxford,  Ohio.  Mr.  Sheldon  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary 
McDill,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  namely:  Charles  C;  and  Elizabeth,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Reuben  M.  Campbell,  superintendent  of  schools  at  Columbus,  Ne- 
braska. He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  re])ublican  party  and  fraternally 
is  known  as  a  Master  Mason,  while  his  religious  faith  is  tliat  of  the  Federated  church. 
Mr.  Sluldoii  is  of  ideal  physical  development,  being  over  six  feet  tall  and  still  as 
vig..r„us  .111(1  alrrt  in  body  and  mind  as  many  men  only  half  his  age.  His  fellow 
citizens  homn-  ,uul  respect  him  and  wherever  he  is  known  he  has  an  extensive  circle 
of  friends. 


JOHN   BUNKER. 

.John  Bunker,  residing  on  section  15,  Granville  township,  is  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  farm,  his  landed  possessions  in  this  county  emlir.uing  four  hundred  acres. 
His  proi)erly  constitutes  the  visible  evidence  of  an  active  and  w.ll  spent  life.  He 
ivas  born  in  Muscatine  count}',  Iowa,  September  6,  IBoS.  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew 
md  Sarah  (Howe)  Bunker,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  In  18,'56  they  be- 
•ame  residents  of  Iowa,  where  the  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  pur- 
•hased  land  in  :\Iusc,itine  county  and  improved  a  farm,  devoting  his  attentio 


liihout  his   remaiiiiiiM-  d:ivs.     He  died  in  December.   1896. 


liaving   inr  about  nine  years  survived   his  wife,  who  passed  away  in   1887. 

•lohn  Bunker  was  reared  and  educated  in  Muscatine  county,  r.uiaiiiii.,-  with  his 
parents  until  he  attained  his  maj.u-ity,  when  li<-  started  out  iii  lite  ,„,  liis  ,.wn  account 
by  renting  land.  After  living  uixm  tliat  jilaee  tor  two  ye.irs  he  i.uvilias.d  the  jjrop- 
erty,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  im-  two  years  Imiticr.  In  IS!)::,  however,  he 
sold  out  and  came  to  Platte  countv.  wh,  re  he  invc  stid  in  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  on  section  15,  Granville  township.  lie  |)aid  thirty  dollars  per  acre 
for  that  tract,  which  is  today  worth  two  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  He  lost  no  time 
in  beginning  the  work  of  cultivation  and  improvement  and  soon  converted  his  fields 
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into  a  productive  section  bringing  forth  good  crops  annuall}-.  The  ready  sale  of 
his  harvests  supplied  him  with  a  capital  that  enabled  him  to  add  to  his  possessions 
and  he  now  owns  four  hundred  acres  of  land  on  sections  10  and  21,  Granville  town- 
ship, his  attention  being  given  to  the  continued  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his 
)>roperty.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Humphrey. 
In  February,  1883,  Mr.  Bunker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eva  Wunder, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Sybil  (Miller)  Wunder,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ger- 
man}'. They  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  an  earlj'  day,  locating  in  Scott 
county,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Wunder  followed  farming  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Mrs.  Wunder  passed  away  in  Boone  county,  Nebraska,  in  1913.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bunker  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Laurence  J.,  who 
operates  one  of  his  father's  farms ;  Mary,  Ralph  B.  and  Elsie,  all  at  home ;  Nettie, 
who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Moses  Choat  and  resides  in  Boone  county,  Ne- 
braska ;  and  Walter,  at  home.  The  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
in  May,  1910,  passing  away  after  a  three  years'  illness,  her  death  being  deeply 
regretted  by  many  friends  as  well  as  her  immediate  family,  for  she  was  ever  loyal 
to  those  to  whom  she  gave  her  friendship  and  at  the  same  time  was  a  devoted  wife 
and  mother.  Mr.  Bunker  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  republican  party  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day. 


HENRY  C.  BENDER. 


The  student  of  history  cannot  carry  his  investigations  far  into  the  records  of 
Platte  county  without  learning  how  prominently  and  actively  the  Bender  family 
liave  been  connected  with  agricultural  and  other  business  interests.  Moreover,  the 
name  has  long  been  synonymous  with  business  enterprise  and  reliability.  A  rep- 
resentative of  this  family  and  one  who  in  his  business  career  fully  sustains  the  fam- 
ily reputation  is  Henry  C.  Bender,  proprietor  of  the  White  Lawn  Stock  Farm 
situated  on  section  30,  Granville  township. 

He  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Henry,  in  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  and  is  a  twin 
brother  of  Joseph  Bender,  born  June  7,  1866.  Their  parents  were  Peter  and 
Catharine  (Mallmann)  Bender,  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  was  born  in 
Menamebach,  October  3,  1825,  and  the  mother's  birtli  occurred  in  Wcnliausen,  Febru- 
ary 17,  1832.  According  to  the  laws  of  his  native  country  concerning  military 
service,  Peter  Bender  was  for  three  years  connected  witli  the  German  army  and  in 
1856  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  settling  in  Marshall  county,  Illi- 
nois. There  he  rented  land  and  engaged  in  general  farming  for  three  decades  or 
until  the  spring  of  1886,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Humphrey,  Nebraska. 
He  made  extensive  investments  in  land  in  Humphrey  and  Granville  townships, 
becoming  owner  of  at  least  one  thousand  acres,  and  to  each  of  his  eight  children 
he  gave  eighty  acres  of  land  as  they  attained  their  majority.  Mr.  Bender  estab- 
lished his  home  in  the  town  of  Humphrey  and  with  the  aid  of  his  sons  cultivated 
his  extensive  landed  interests.  Both  in  Illinois  and  Nebraska  he  was  known  as  a 
prominent  farmer  and  stockman.  He  possessed  excellent  business  judgment,  un- 
faltering energy  and  indomitable  perseverance  and  his  judicious  investments  brought 
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to  him  substantial  success.  At  the  death  of  his  wife,,  which  occurred  on  llie  29th 
of  December,  1906,  he  put  aside  active  business  cares  and  retired  to  private  life, 
making  his  home  with  his  son  Joseph  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
7th  of  November,  1910.  His  business  interests  placed  him  among  the  most  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Platte  county  and  his  sterling  worth  was  recognized  by  all  who 
knew  him.  The  most  envious  could  not  grudge  him  his  success,  so  honorably  was 
it  won  and  so  worthily  used. 

He  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  namely:  Peter,  who  was  born  June  12,  1853, 
and  died  on  the  9th  of  April,  191.5;  Phillip,  whose  birth  occurred  June  24,  1855, 
and  who  passed  away  November  3,  1912;  John  William,  who  was  born  May  11, 
1858,  and  follows  farming  in  Humphrey  township;  Mary,  whose  natal  day  was 
July  5,  1859,  and  who  died  on  the  17th  of  September,  1863;  Catharine,  who  was  . 
born  ]\Iarch  23,  1862,  and  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Edward  Leible,  of  Elgin, 
Nebraska;  Annie,  who  was  born  July  11,  1863,  and  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  L.  Ger- 
man, a  farmer  of  Granville  township;  Joseph,  who  was  born  June  7,  1866,  and  is 
a  retired  agriculturist  residing  in  Humphrey;  Henry  C,  of  this  review;  and  Lizzie, 
who  was  born  February  22,  1876,  and  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Van  Ackeren,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  Nebraska. 

Henry  C.  Bender  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Marshall  county, 
Illinois,  and  during  the  periods  of  vacation  worked  in  the  fields,  being  thoroughly 
trained  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until  he  was  acquainted  with  every  phase  of  the 
business.  He  remained  upon  the  old  home  place  with  his  parents  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  after  which  he  rented  a  farm  from  his  father  for  a  year 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  was  given  a  tract  of  eighty  acres.  He  sold  that  to  his 
brother  Peter  and  bought  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  on  section  30,  Gran- 
ville township,  taking  jwssession  of  it  in  1888  and  making  his  home  thereon  to  the 
present  time.  He  has  added  another  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  to 
the  place  and  with  the  aid  of  his  sons  now  cultivates  the  entire  tract,  covering  a 
little  more  than  three  hundred  acres.  He  breeds  shortliorn  cattle  and  these  are 
thoroughbred  and  are  eligible  to  registration.  He  feeds  both  cattle  and  hogs  and 
is  most  successfully  and  energetically  carrying  on  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, having  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  Granville  township.  His  place  pre- 
sents a  most  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  and  the  farm  methods  which  lie  follows 
are  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  every  particular. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  1888,  Mr.  Bender  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret 
M.  Rossbach,  a  daughter  of  John  Adam  and  Catherine  (Miller)  Rossbach,  both 
of  whom  are  natives  of  Germany.  Both  emigrated  to  America  and  were  married 
in  Illinois,  while  subsequently  they  took  up  their  abode  in  Iowa  and  in  1888  came 
to  Granville  township,  Platte  county,  Nebraska.  Mr.  Rossbach  conducted  a  gen- 
eral mercantile  establishment  in  Cornlea  for  fifteen  years  and  later  went  to  Madi- 
son, where  he  retired  from  active  business  life.  Both  he  and  liis  wife  now  make  their 
home  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  being  eighty-four  and  sixty-seven  years  of  age  respect- 
ively. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bender  have  been  born  eight  children.  Joseph,  whose 
birth  oeeurred  A,:or,st  I.'i.  ].S,S9.  wedded  Miss  Mary  C.  Dohman  and  follows  farming 
in  (M-.iiivilli-  tiiwiislii]).      C.itli.irinr.  liorn   May   ^20.    KS91.   I.ecanii'  tlie   wife  of   Guido 

John  A.,  who  was  born  June  8.  189.",  is  still  at  home  but  is  engaged  in  farming  on 
his  own  account.     George  H.,  whose  natal  day  was  December  28,   1895,  is  also  on 
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the  home  farm.  Frederick  J.,  who  was  born  December  4-,  1897,  was  graduated  in 
1915  from  the  commercial  department  of  tlie  Fremont  Normal  College  and  now  acts 
as  assistant  cashier  of  the  Cornlea  State  Bank.  Moxalinda,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 8,  1900,  attends  the  Cornlea  parochial  school  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Catholic 
churcli.  Henry  W.,  whose  birth  occurred  February  9,  1903,  is  at  home  and  attends 
the  same  school.  Edwin,  whose  natal  day  was  October  -23,  1908,  is  also  a  student 
in  that  school. 

Henry  C.  Bender  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  tlie  men  and 
measures  of  the  democratic  party  and  is  now  serving  for  tiie  eighth  year  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  in  which  position  he  has  rendered  decisions  that  are  strictly  fair  and 
impartial  and  have  won  for  him  golden  opinions.  He  also  served  for  four  years  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board  and  the  cause  of  education  has  found  in  him  a  stal- 
wart champion.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Cornlea  State  Bank  and  for  years  was 
one  of  its  stockholders.  He  and  his  family  are  all  members  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
Catholic  church  of  Cornlea,  which  Mr.  Bender  aided  in  organizing  eight  years  ago 
and  throughout  the  entire  period  he  has  been  one  of  its  trustees.  He  and  his  twin 
brother,  Joseph,  challenge  any  twins  in  Nebraska  to  beat  their  combined  weight, 
for  Joseph  weighs  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  while  Henry  C.  Bender  tips  the 
scales  at  tliree  hundred.  They  are  not  only  big  men  physically  but  also  mentally 
and  morally — broad-minded,  upright  and  honorable.  Their  worth  is  widely  rec- 
ognized by  all  and  their  lives  bear  the  test  of  long  acquaintance,  for  their  stanchest 
friends  are  those  who  have  known  them  throughout  the  entire  period  of  their  resi- 
dence in  this  county. 


GUSTAVUS  R.  PRIEB. 

Gustavus  R.  Prieb  is  successfully  engaged  in  business  at  Columbus  as  a  dealer 
in  paints  and  wall  pajier  and  is  also  serving  for  the  third  term  as  a  member  of  the 
city  council.  His  birth  occurred  in  South  Bend,  Indiana,  in  1874,  his  parents  being 
Louis  and  M.itilda  {  Henning)  Prieb,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  the 
former  bdin  ilM.iit  I  MO.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  South  Bend,  Indiana. 
Louis  Pri.  Ii  |iissc(l  i\\.iy  in  1875  and  five  years  later  his  widow,  together  with  her 
three  daughters  anil  .son  (Gustavus)  and  her  parents,  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska, 
where  she  had  a  brother,  Fred  Henning,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Platte  Center. 
Mrs.  Prieb  has  lived  in  Columbus  during  the  intervening  period  of  thirty-five  years 
and  enjoys  an  extensive  and  favorable  acquaintance  in  the  city. 

Gustavus  R.  Prieb.  who  was  a  little  lad  of  six  ^ear-,  « lien  he  came  to  this  state 
with  his  widowed  mother,  acquired  his  education  in  tlie  country  schools  of  Polk 
county,  just  across  the  river  from  Columbus.  His  o]))nirtiinitit  s  in  this  direction 
were  very  limited,  however,  for  he  spent  only  one  month  caeli  seasiui  in  school. 
During  one  winter  he  attended  a  German  seliool  in  Cohinibus.  \\  lien  thirteen  years 
of  age  he  put  aside  his  textbooks  and  started  working  at  the  painting  and  wall  paper 
business,  making  his  home  with  his  mother  in  Columbus,  and  he  has  since  engaged 
in  that  business.  In  1902  he  opened  a  paint  and  wall  paper  store  in  Columbus, 
which  he  has  conducted  to  the  present  time  in  addition  to  working  at  the  painter's 
trade,  being  now  accorded  a  gratifying  and  well  merited  patronage. 
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On  the  29tli  of  November,  1899,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Prieb  was  joined 
in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  White,  her  father  being  Robert  White,  a  native  and  resi- 
dent of  Scotland.  They  now  have  four  children,  namely:  Lorena,  Louis  R.,  Mary 
and  Carroll.  Mr.  Prieb  is  a  democrat  in  politics  and  is  now  serving  for  the  third 
term  as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  having  made  a  most  creditable  and  commend- 
able record  in  tliis  connection.  He  is  known  as  a  Master  Mason  and  also  belongs 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Sons  of  Herman,  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  as  well  as  to 
the  Maennerclior  and  the  Orpheus  Society.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Episco- 
pal clmrch.  He  is  a  progressive  citizen,  an  able  business  man  and  one  whose  life 
has  always  been  in  keeping  with  high  standards,  so  that  he  deserves  the  full  meas- 
ure of  confidence  and   respect  entertained  for  him  by   all  who  know  him. 


PATRICK  M.  McDonald. 


Patrick  ]\I.  McDonald,  who  is  engaged 
ville  township,  is  one  of  the  worthy  citize 
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The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  McDon- 
ald also  holds  membership  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  In  politics 
he  is  a  republican,  giving  stanch  support  to  the  party,  but  he  does  not  seek  nor 
desire  public  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  attention  upon  his  farming  inter- 
ests. He  has  never  regretted  the  fact  that  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  rail- 
road to  take  up  agricultural  life,  for  therein  he  has  found  good  opportunities  and 
won  success  and  he  now  agrees  with  George  Washington,  who  said  that  farming  is 
the  most  useful  as  well  as  the  most  honorable  occupation  of  man. 


GEORGE   J.   HAGEL. 


George  J.  Hagel,  who  owns  two  finely  equipped  billiard  and  bowling  halls  in 
Columbus,  was  born  in  Middletown,  Wisconsin,  May  16,  1869,  a  son  of  William  and 
Matilda  Hagel,  who  in  1875  removed  with  their  family  to  Columbus,  Nebraska. 

George  J.  Hagel  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  but  when  eleven  years  of 
age  began  working  on  a  farm,  so  continuing  for  nine  years.  He  was  then  connected 
with  the  saloon  business  for  twelve  years,  after  which,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1901, 
he  established  a  bowling  alley  on  Twelfth  street,  the  first  in  the  town  of  Columbus. 
He  remained  at  that  location  for  a  year  and  a  half  and  then  erected  a  two  storj' 
business  block  on  West  Thirteenth  street,  where  he  had  three  alleys,  to  which  he 
subsequently  added  pool  tables  and  a  fountain.  He  sold  out  there  in  December, 
1910,  but  on  the  12th  of  July,  1912,  opened  a  billiard  parlor  and  bowling  alley  in 
the  basement  of  the  Thurston  Hotel,  the  furniture  and  fixtures  being  the  finest  in 
the  city.  He  also  has  a  similar  place  in  the  basement  of  the  Evans  Hotel  and 
derives  a  good  income  from  his  business. 

Mr.  Hagel  was  married  in  May,  1899,  to  Miss  Lucy  Kuenzli.  He  is  independ- 
ent in  politics,  voting  for  the  man  rather  than  the  party,  and  he  is  a  veteran  mem- 
ber of  the  Columbus  fire  department.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Royal 
Highlanders.  He  takes  the  interest  of  a  good  citizen  in  public  affairs  and  is  willing 
to  cooperate  in  movements  seeking  the  business  expansion  of  Columbus. 


ERNEST  C.  BERGMAN. 

Ernest  C.  Bergman  has  been  engaged  in  the  monument  business  at  Columbus 
since  1907  and  has  built  up  an  extensive  enterprise  in  this  connection.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Sweden  on  the  2d  of  March,  1866,  his  parents  being  Gustaf  J.  and 
Gustava  (Ceasar)  Bergman,  both  of  whom  passed  away  in  that  country.  Tiie 
former  died  January  24,  1892,  while  the  latter  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the 
24th  of  June,  1914. 

Ernest  C.  Bergman  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  country 
and  there  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life.  In  1886  he  crossed  tlie  Atlantic 
to  America,  making  his  way  to  Concordia,  Kansas,  where  he  worked  for  some  time 
at  the  trade  of  marble  cutting.  Subsequently  he  spent  a  year  on  the  Pacific  coast 
and  then  returned  to  Concordia,  Kansas,  where  he  again  worked  at  his  trade   for 
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two  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  removed  to  Hastings,  Adams  county, 
Nebraska,  and  two  years  later  to  Schuyler,  Colfax  county,  this  state.  At  the  end 
of  another  year  he  embarked  in  the  marble  business  on  his  own  account,  conducting 
an  enterprise  of  that  character  at  Schuyler  for  fifteen  years  or  until  1908,  when  he 
came  to  Columbus.  Here  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  monument  business  to  the 
present  time  and  has  built  up  an  enterprise  of  profitable  proportions. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1893.  in  Hastings,  Nebraska.  Mr.  Bergman  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Anna  H.  Peterson,  of  Chicago,  by  whom  he  has  two  children, 
namely:  Gustaf  E.,  who  was  born  May  10,  1894;  and  Ethel  Florence,  whose  birth 
occurred  May  9,  1896. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Bergman  is  a  stanch  republican  and  for  two  years  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  in  Columbus.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks.  His  life  has  been  above  reproach  in  all  relations  and  lie  is 
widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial,  esteemed  and  representative  citizens  of 
Columbus  and  Platte  county. 


JAMES   E.   COSSAIRT. 

James  E.  Cossairt  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Platte  Center  Milling  Com- 
pany, which  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  important  productive  industries  of 
this  part  of  the  state.  Its  ramifying  business  connections  now  cover  a  wide  territory 
and  the  enterprise  and  careful  management  which  have  always  characterized  the 
conduct  of  the  business  have  resulted  in  bringing  substantial  success  to  the  stock- 
holders. Moreover,  the  undertaking  is  of  a  nature  that  contributes  to  general  pros- 
perity as  well  as  to  individual  success  and  every  resident  of  the  county  is  proud 
of  the  record  that  has  been  made  by  the  Platte  Center  Milling  Company  during  the 
five  years  of  its  existence. 

James  E.  Cossairt,  at  the  head  of  the  business,  was  born  at  Oakdale,  Antelope 
county,  Nebraska,  February  19,  1872,  a  son  of  David  A.  and  Mary  A.  Cossairt. 
The  father  was  born  in  Canada  and  came  of  French  ancestry,  while  the  mother  was 
born  in  Danville,  Illinois,  and  was  of  English  descent.  They  were  married  in  Dan- 
ville in  1865  and  in  March,  1869,  removed  to  St.  Clair  valley,  Antelope  county, 
Nebraska,  J.  E.  Cossairt  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  that  valley.  His  youthful 
surroundings  were  indeed  those  ot  a  pioneer  existence,  for  the  district  in  which  the 
family  lived  was  one  in  which  tlie  work  of  civilization  and  improvement  had  scarcely 
been  begun.  Time  and  man,  however,  wrought  many  changes  and  brought  increas- 
ing advantages  and  opportunities.  James  E.  Cossairt,  having  mastered  the  elemen- 
tary branches  of  learning,  continued  his  education  in  the  high  school  at  Battle 
Creek,  Nebraska,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1894.  He  then  turned 
his  attention  to  the  milling  business  and  one  of  the  secrets  of  his  success  is  un- 
doubtedly the  fact  that  he  has  always  continued  to  direct  his  energies  in  the  line 
in  wliicli  he  embarked  as  a  young  tradesman.  He  thoroughly  acquainted  himself 
witli  every  pliase  of  the  business  and  prepared  to  assume  responsibilities  in  that  con- 
nection. He  established  a  mill  on  Shell  creek  a  short  distance  from  Platte  Center 
in  1902  and  in  1910  he  organized  the  Platte  Center  Milling  Company,  in  which  he 
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remains  one  of  the  large  stockholders.  This  company  erected  the  new  mill  in  Platte 
Center,  which  was  the  first  complete  ball-bearing  roller  mill  in  the  United  States. 
From  the  beginning  their  product  met  with  popular  favor  and  their  trade  now  covers 
a  large  territory,  shipment  being  made  to  thirty-five  points  in  Nebraska,  also  to 
Kansas  City,  to  Chicago  and  to  Colorado.  In  1914  they  utilized  forty-one  thou- 
sand si.\  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  and  in  that  year  furnished  to  the  United  States 
government  Indian  service  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  of  flour.  The 
business  is  now  an  extensive  and  important  industry,  ranking  as  one  of  the  chief 
enterprises  of  this  part  of  the  state.  Aside  from  his  milling  interests  at  Platte 
Center  Mr.  Cossairt  is  connected  with  other  business  at  Battle  Creek,  Nebraska. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1898,  in  Madison,  Nebraska,  occurred  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Cossairt  and  Miss  Mary  JNIoore,  a  daughter  of  J.  A.  Moore,  of  Battle  Creek, 
Madison  county,  Nebraska.  They  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  where  they 
reside  and  the  hospitality  of  the  best  homes  is  cordially  extended  them.  In  his  politi- 
cal views  Mr.  Cossairt  is  a  republican  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and 
issues  of  tlie  day  but  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  liis 
energies  upon  his  business  affairs  with  the  result  that  his  close  application  and 
indefatigable  industry  have  made  him  one  of  the  foremost  representatives  of  manu- 
facturing interests  in  this  part  of  the  state. 


LOUIS  D.  DICKE. 


Louis  D.  Dicke  is  living  on  section  23,  Bismark  township,  where  he  owns  an 
excellent  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eight3--five  acres  well  improved.  It  was  in  this 
township  that  he  was  born  on  the  10th  of  June,  1880,  and  he  comes  of  German 
ancestry.  His  parents,  John  and  Gesine  (Plugge)  Dicke,  were  both  natives  of 
Germany  and,  coming  to  America,  settled  in  Bismark  township  at  an  early  period 
in  the  development  of  PHtte  county,  the  father  homesteading  land.  That  this  was  a 
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a  son  and  a  daughter,  John  and  ^label.  They  hold  membership  in  the  Lutheran 
cliurch  and  are  guided  in  all  their  relations  by  its  teachings.  Mr.  Dicke  is  recog- 
nized as  a  man  of  honorable  purpose  and  stalwart  character,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  Jiave  gained  warm  friends  in  the  community  in  which  they  make  their  home. 


FREDERICK  WALTER  LEONARD,  D.  D.  S. 

Dentistry  is  unique  among  the  professions  in  that  it  demands  three-fold  skill. 
The  successful  practitioner  must  not  only  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  scientific 
principles  of  the  profession,  but  most  possess  also  marked  mechanical  ingenuity 
and  skill,  combined  with  that  business  sense  which  will  enable  him  to  so  direct  his 
efforts  as  to  win  an  adequate  financial  return.  Competent  along  all  these  lines.  Dr. 
P'rederick  Walter  Leonard,  with  offices  in  the  Commercial  National  Bank  building, 
is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost  dentists  of  Columbus.  He  was  born  in  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota,  September  21,  1892,  a  son  of  Charles  E.  and  Margaret  R.  (Sclia- 
bert)   Leonard. 

After  attending  the  parochial  schools  Dr.  Leonard  continued  his  education  in 
the  high  school  of  St.  James,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1911. 
After  that  he  worked  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company  and  subsequently  went  to 
Creighton  University,  where  he  prepared  for  dental  practice,  being  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1915.  Immediately  afterward  he  came  to  Columbus  and  bought  out  Dr. 
Solomon,  having  now  the  finest  and  most  completely  equipped  dental  office  in  the 
state.  Here  are  to  be  found  all  the  delicate  instruments  for  doing  every  kind  of 
dental  work  and  his  skill  in  their  manipulation  places  him  among  the  foremost 
rejiresentatives  of  his  calling  in  western  Nebraska. 

Dr.  Leonard  is  a  Catholic  in  religous  faith  and  in  his  political  affiliation  is  a 
democrat.  He  is  a  wide-awake,  progressive  young  man  and  his  social  qualities  are 
winning  for  him  personal  popularity,  while  his  ability  has  gained  him  professionel 


JAMES   BURROWS. 

James  Burrows,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Platte  Center,  was  for  many  years 
actively  engaged  in  general  farming  in  Burrows  township.  Moreover,  he  is  one 
of  the  honored  veterans  of  tlif  Civil  war  and  is  now  the  only  old  soldier  living  in 
Lost  Creek  township.  He  was  l.oni  iHliruavv  It.  ISH.  in  London.  England,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  witli  his  p.-ir.iUs.  ,l„s,  pli  and  Marie  Burr.nvs.  when  but 
a  year  old,  the  family  honu'  1..  in-  rstal.l.sli,  ,1  in  .Fohnstown,  Penn.sylvania.  The 
father  had  previously  learned  siirx.  yinii  and  th.rr  worked  as  an  assistant  surveyor 
for  thirteen  years,  after  whieii  In  r(  niox . d  westward,  establishing  his  home  in 
Illinois.  In  October,  1869,  he  drove  through  from  that  state  to  Platte  county. 
Nebraska,  and  secured  a  homestead  claim  of  eighty  acres,  whereon  he  engaged  in 
general  farming. 

James  Burrows  was  a  boy  when  the  family  went  to  Illinois  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  state  pursued  his  education.     At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  liis 
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patriotic  spirit  was  aroused  by  the  attempt  of  the  south  to  overthrow  the  Union 
and  he  offered  his  services  to  the  government,  enlisting  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred 
and  Third  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  in  the  battle  of 
Atlanta,  but  served  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  war  without  getting  a  scratch. 
He  participated  in  various  hotly  contested  engagements  and  met  all  the  experiences 
incident  to  liard  campaigning  in  the  south.  He  is  now  the  only  old  soldier  living 
in  I>ost  Creek  township  and  he  deserves  the  honor  and  respect  which  should  ever 
be  accorded  to  the  preservers  of  the  Union.  When  the  war  was  over  he  came  to 
Nebraska  and  homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Burrows  town- 
ship, Platte  county,  becoming  one  of  its  earliest  pioneers.  The  township  was  named 
in  his  honor  and  with'  its  development  he  was  closely  associated  for  a  long  period. 
He  carried  on  general  farming,  bringing  his  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
adding  to  it  many  modern  equipments  and  improvements.  At  length  he  retired  from 
active  life  and  removed  to  the  little  progressive  city  of  Platte  Center,  in  which  he 
now  makes  his  home.  For  many  years  he  had  been  closely  associated  with  agri- 
cultural interests  and  his  well  directed  efforts  have  brought  to  him  the  substantial 
success  which  now  enables  him  to  live  retired. 

On  the  l.'ith  of  July,  1866,  Mr.  Burrows  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  Wolf, 
a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  Wolf,  of  Illinois,  and  they  have  become  parents 
of  ten  children:  Charles,  of  Ida,  South  Dakota;  May,  the  "wife  of  Willard  Hop- 
kins, of  Lincoln,  Nebraska;  Sarah  Jane,  the  wife  of  William  Gokin,  of  Neligh, 
Nebraska;  Clara  Ellen,  the  wife  of  John  Burns,  of  Denver,  Colorado;  James,  at 
Daisy,  Washington;  Joseph  and  Albert,  both  deceased;  Ada  Isabelle,  the  wife  of 
Henry  Schidel,  of  Platte  Center;  Lulu  ]\Iarion,  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Maekin,  of  Platte 
Center;  and  George  Whitmore,  town  marshal  at  Platte  Center. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church,  while  in 
political  belief  Mr.  Burrows  is  a  democrat.  He  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
and  his  decisions  while  in  office  were  strictly  fair  and  impartial.  He  has  also  been 
county  commissioner  and  assessor  and  for  twenty-seven  years  was  a  member  of 
tlie  school  board,  doing  everything  in  his  power  to  advance  the  interests  of  educa- 
tion, for  he  believes  in  the  establishment  of  good  schools  and  the  employment  of  com- 
petent teachers  that  the  young  may  be  well  qualified  by  educational  training  for  the 
practical  and  responsible  duties  of  life.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  he  jjroudly  wears 
the  little  bronze  button  which  indicates  that  he  was  once  one  of  the  hoys  in  blue. 
In  days  of  peace  he  has  ever  been  as  true  and  loyal  in  matters  of  citizenship  as 
when  he  followed  the  old  flag  upon  the  battlefields  of  the  south. 


JOSEPH   MELCHER. 


.Joseph  Melcher  is  a  farmer  and  stockman  living  on  section  4,  Granville  town- 
ship, where  he  owns  and  controls  two  hundred  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land. 
He  is  also  conducting  a  growing  business  as  a  dealer  in  live  stock  and  he  is  num- 
bered among  the  pioneer  threshers  of  the  county.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  upper 
peninsula  of  Michigan,  August  19,  1863,  his  parents  being  John  and  Frances 
(Smcltzer)   Melcher.     The  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Macheden,  Germany,  born 
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September  8,  ISiSS,  was  a  farmer  in  his  native  land.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
however,  lie  came  to  America  and  for  twenty-four  years  worked  in  the  mines.  In 
187i3  he  arrived  in  Nebraska  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Granville  township,  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  place  where  his  son  Joseph  now  lives.  He  secured  both  a  home- 
stead and  a  timber  claim  and  thereon  resided  for  an  extended  period  but  later  retired 
from  active  farm  life  and  removed  to  St.  Bernard,  where  his  wife  passed  away 
November  21,  1908.  She  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  for  many  years  they  traveled 
life's  journey  happily  together.  After  losing  his  wife  Mr.  Melcher  came  to  the 
home  of  his  son  Joseph  and  there  died  on  the   13th  of  November,  1913. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Melcher  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom 
survive,  as  follows:  Martin,  who  was  born  ]\Iarch  24,  1862,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Granville  township ;  Joseph,  of  this  review ;  Caroline,  whose  birth  occurred  August 
29,  ISer),  and  who  lives  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Nebraska;  John,  who  was  born  May  13, 
1867,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Granville  township;  Frances,  who  was  born  July  14, 
1870,  and  lives  in  Shell  Creek,  Nebraska;  Fred,  who  was  born  May  13,  1872,  and 
follows  farming  in  Granville  township;  Henry,  who  was  born  November  25,  1875, 
and  is  a  farmer  living  nsar  Lindsay;  and  Benjamin,  who  was  born  October  30,  1882. 
and  follows  farming  in  Granville  township. 

Joseph  Melcher  attended  school  in  JIadison  county,  Nebra.ska,  and  worked  upon 
the  home  farm  for  his  father  until  In-  reached  the  age  of  thirty  years,  when  he 
was  married  and  took  up  his  abode  upon  tin-  farm  where  he  now  resides.  He  bought 
this  place  from  the  estate  in  1907,  previous  to  which  time  he  had  rented  it  from 
liis  father.  He  today  owns  and  cultivates  two  hundred  acres  of  well  improved  land, 
bis  fields  readily  responding  to  the  care  and  labor  which  are  bestowed  upon  them. 
He  breeds  also  a  good  grade  of  stock  and  he  feeds  both  cattle  and  hogs.  For  tiie 
past  five  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  breeding  Jersey  Red  hogs,  raising  from 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  head  each  year  and  shipping 
a  car  load  each  spring  to  Omaha.  He  also  feeds  a  car  load  of  cattle  annually  and 
he  is  an  excellent  judge  of  stock,  so  that  he  knows  how  to  make  judicious  jjurchases 
and  ))rofitable  sales.  He  also  became  one  of  the  pioneer  threshers  of  Platte  county, 
carrying  on  business  with  Frank  Schwartz  as  a  partner  for  five  years,  during  which 
they  operated  an  old-lime  horse  power  outfit.  For  sixteen  seasons  Mr.  Melcher 
tiireshed  over  the  territory  between  Humphrey.  St.  Bernard,  Madison,  Creston  and 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1893,  Mr.  Melcher  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary 
Van  Ackeren,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Van  Aekeren)  Van  Ackeren,  who, 
though  of  the  same  name,  were  not  related.  They  were  natives  of  Germany  and  in 
1881  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  local iiiu'  in  i'i.rrc  rounty,  Nebraska,  where 
they  remained  for  one  year.  Snl)sc(|U(nlly  IIm  y  r(ni.i\((l  to  West  Point  and  later 
took  up  their  abode  in  Granville  touiislii)i.  I'litte  enunty.  where  the  father  pur- 
chased land  and  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home  in  Humphrey.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melcher 
have  been  born  nine  children,  as  follows:  Rudolph  John,  whose  birth  occurred 
February  25,  1894;  Ella  Francisco,  whose  natal  day  was  March  21,  1895;  Joseph 
Martin,  born  August  22,  1896;  Anna  Carolina,  born  March  31,  1898;  Arthur  Paul, 
whose  birth  occurred  October  6,  1899;  Angela  Elizabeth,  born  June  13,  1901; 
Eleanora  Theresa,  born  April  20.  1903;  Loretta  Lucile.  born  July  26.  1906;  and 
a  daughter  who  died  in  infancy. 
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Mr.  Mclcher  and  his  wife  and  children  are  members  of  St.  Francis  Catholic 
churcii  of  Humphrey  and  he  belongs  to  St.  Joseph's  Men's  Society  of  that  church. 
His  political  indorsement  is  given  to  the  democratic  party  but  he  never  seeks  or 
desires  office.  All  of  his  life  he  has  been  connected  with  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing and,  continuing  in  this  business,  he  is  now  meeting  with  substantial  and  well 
deserved  success.  He  has  worked  diligently  along  a  single  line  of  business  and  the 
effectiveness  of  his  labors  is  seen  in  a  substantial  bank  account  and  a  valuable  farm 
property. 


VALTIX  GEHR. 


Valtin  Gehr  was  well  known  in  the  business  circles  of  Humphrey,  where  for  a 
long  period  he  successfully  conducted  a  me.it  market.  His  business  worth  and  other 
substantial  qualities  gained  for  him  high  regard,  so  that  his  death  was  a  matter  of 
deep  regret  to  those  who  knew  him.  He  was  born  in  the  province  of  Rimpar,  Ger- 
many, September  12,  1868,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Justina  (Emerling)  Gehr,  who  in 
1880  came  to  America  with  their  family,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Humphrey  toivii- 
ship,  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  the  father  purchased  land  and  carried  on 
general  agricultural  pursuits  for  four  years.  He  afterward  removed  to  Humphrey, 
where  he  opened  and  conducted  a  butcher  shoji,  remaining  an  active  factor  in  busi- 
ness circles  of  the  town  until  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest.  His  wife  has  also 
passed  away. 

Valtin  Gehr  attended  school  in  Germany  and  continued  his  education  in  Humph- 
rey township  after  coming  witli  his  parents  to  the  new  world  when  a  youth  of  twelve 
years.  In  his  boyhood  days  he  worked  upon  the  home  farm  and  in  the  butelier  shop 
with  his  father,  his  time  being  thus  passed  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  then 
married  and  njiened  a  shop  of  his  own,  which  he  conducted  until  1894.  In  that 
year  lu  ii  nio^  (  d  t(i  a  farm  on  Shell  creek  in  Burrows  township  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  ol  liiid.  td  wliich  he  devoted  his  energies  for  a  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  rented  the  ]ilaee  and  returned  to  Humphrey,  where  he  again  conducted  a  meat 
market  until  1904.  He  then  entered  into  partnership  with  Joe  Schmidt  and  the 
connection  was  continued  for  six  j'ears,  or  until  his  death,  which  occurred  January 
26,    1910. 

Mr.  Gehr  was  married  on  the  28th  of  April,  1891.  to  Miss  Georgiana  Wolf,  who 
was  born  near  Canton,  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  February  19,  1870,  a  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Martha  (Yerion)  Wolf.  The  father  was  also  born  in  Fulton  county, 
Illinois,  and  the  mother  in  Virginia,  but  both  were  of  German  descent.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1870,  they  came  to  Platte  county,  settling  on  a  farm  on  Shell  creek  in  Burrows 
township,  the  father  homesteading  eighty  acres,  to  which  he  afterward  added  forty 
acres,  which  he  still  owns  and  now  rents.  He  resided  upon  his  farm  until  1897 
and  following  the  death  of  his  wife,  on  the  2d  of  February,  of  that  y,  ir.  hr  w,nt  to 
live  with  Mrs.  Gehr.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gehr  were  born  three  children:  Joseph 
Anton,  who  was  born  December  1-t,  1891,  and  died  in  infancy;  Louisa  May,  who 
was  born  January  15,  1893,  and  is  the  wife  of  R.  J.  Hall,  a  drayman  of  Humphrey; 
and  Walter  E.,  who  was  born  July  21,  189.5.  and  is  a  clerk  in  Humphrey. 

Mr.  Gehr  was  a  member  of  St.  Francis  Catholic  church,  to  which  his  wife  and 
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children  still  belong,  and  he  also  held  membership  in  the  Catholic  Order  of  For- 
esters. His  name  was  likewise  ou  the  membership  roll  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World  at  Humphrey  and  his  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  democratic  jjarty. 
In  1900  he  made  a  visit  to  his  old  home  in  Germany.  He  was  a  man  well  liked  and 
higlily  respected  in  the  community  where  he  lived.  In  all  of  his  business  relations 
he  was  strictly  honorable  and  reliable,  and  in  his  social  relations  he  was  considerate 
of  the  feelings  and  of  the  privileges  of  others.  In  a  word,  his  qualities  were  most 
commendable  and  measured  up  to  high  standards,  so  that  when  death  called  him 
the  community  mourned  the  loss  of  a  representative  and  valued  man. 


FRITZ  R.  LIPS. 

Fritz  R.  Lips,  who  is  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Columbus,  where  he  is 
conducting  a  successful  business  as  a  dealer  in  paints,  wall  paper  and  mouldings 
and  also  takes  contracts  for  interior  decorating,  was  born  in  Canton  Basel,  Switzer- 
land, October  li,  1889,  a  son  of  Rudolf  and  Adele  (Boss)  Lips.  A  common-school 
education  qualified  him  for  life's  practical  and  responsible  duties.  He  also  attended 
the  art  school  at  Basel,  Switzerland,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years 
and  then  worked  at  his  trade  for  seven  years  in  his  native  country.  In  1911  he 
came  to  America,  making  his  way  at  once  to  Columbus,  where  he  was  employed  at 
his  trade  for  two  years.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  a  brother  and  opened 
his  )jresent  store,  carrj^ing  a  large  line  of  paints,  oils,  varnishes,  wall  paper,  glass 
and  mouldings.  They  are  prepared  to  furnish  everything  of  this  character  and 
tiiey  also  do  interior  decorating,  their  handiwork  being  now  seen  in  some  of  the 
fine  structures  of  Columbus.  Laudable  ambition  caused  Mr.  Lips  to  cross  the  At- 
lantic, seeking  opportunities  for  business  advancement,  and  he  has  made  good  use 
of  his  time  and  talents  in  the  upbuilding  of  a  business  that  is  now  bringing  to  him 
substiiitial   profit  and  at  the  same  time  is  proving  one  of  the  important  commercial 

:\Ir.  Lips  is  a  leader  of  the  Swiss  Maennrrelior.  numbering  one  hundred  and  fifty 
members,  including  a  chorus  of  twenty-loiir  sinj-,  l•^  and  a  children's  cliorus  of  fifty 
voices.  He  also  has  a  mixed  choir  at  Duneaii.  this  county,  which  has  a  membcrsiiip 
of  twenty.  He  is  also  identified  with  tlie  Swiss  Society  of  the  Sons  of  Herman.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a  democrat  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  German 
Reformed  church.  He  has  the  goodwill  and  confidence  of  colleagues  and  contem- 
poraries and  has  already  made  for  himself  a  creditable  place  in  social  and  business 


EMIL  HERMAN  NAUMANN,  D.  D.  S. 

Dr.  Emil  Herman  Xaumann  is  a  prominent  representative  of  the  dental  frater- 
nity in  Columbus,  where  he  has  practiced  his  profession  continuously  and  success- 
fully for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century.  His  birth  occurred  in  Saxony,  Germany, 
^n   the   17th  of  February,  1863,  his  parents  being  Adolf  and   Henrietta   (Herring) 
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Naumann,  who  sjjent  their  entire  lives  in  Saxony.  The  former  passed  away  in  1886  , 
and  the  latter  in  1912.  The  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject,  as  far  back  as  they 
have  been  traced,  lived  in  Saxony. 

Emil  H.  Naumann  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Saxony  and  there 
spent  the  first  twenty-one  years  of  his  life.  In  1884  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the 
United  States,  locating  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  six  years  later  was  graduated 
from  the  College  of  Dentistry  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa  at  Iowa  City.  He 
followed  his  profession  at  Oxford  Junction,  Iowa,  for  one  year  and  in  May,  1891, 
came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  where  he  has  remained  continuously  to  the  present 
time,  being  accorded  a  liberal  and  lucrative  practice. 

In  June,  1894,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Dr.  Naumann  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Clara  Martin,  her  father  being  Joseph  Martin,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  still  resides  in  that  state  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
Charles  Martin,  the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Naumann,  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  while  her  grandfather,  William  Martin,  participated  in  the  War 
of   1812. 

Politically  Dr.  Naumann  is  a  republican  and  he  has  served  for  nine  years  as  a 
member  of  the  Columbus  school  board,  the  cause  of  education  ever  finding  in  him  a 
stanch  champion.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Columbus  West  End  Sewer  Com- 
pany, the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  the  Columbus  Commercial  Club. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  while  fraternally  he  is  known 
as  a  Master  Mason.  In  all  life's  relations  he  conscientiously  discharges  the  duties 
that  devolve  upon  him  and  his  many  sterling  traits  of  character  have  won  for  him 
high   regard. 


AUGUST  CLOETERS. 


Germany  has  furnished  a  large  quota  of  citizens  to  Platte  county,  among  which 
number  is  August  Cloeters,  who  was  brrn  in  the  fatherland  April  1,  1874,  his  par- 
ents being  Albert  and  Mary  (Sclinilzrl)  riutcis.  who  were  also  natives  of  Ger- 
many and  are  mentioned  in  coninctiiui  uitli  llu  skrtc  li  of  Albert  Cloeters  on  another 
page  of  this  volume.  After  jiuiMiiiiu  liis  .  due  .itidn  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
country  he  worked  in  a  tanning  factory  there  until  lie  reached  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  when  he  came  to  America  with  his  brother  .\lbert,  they  making  tlieir  way  to 
Platte  county,  Nebraska. 

Here  August  Cloeters  worked  as  a  farm  hand  inr  tni  years,  after  which  he 
rented  land  which  he  cultivated  for  two  years.  H.  tlun  n  iinived  to  Boone  county, 
Nebraska,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  .lercs  uimn  which  he  spent  four 
years.  He  then  sold  that  property  and  returned  to  Platte  county,  settling  in  Gran- 
ville township,  where  he  rented  a  farm  for  a  year.  He  next  bought  eighty  acres 
on  Section  28,  Granville  township,  and  has  improved  the  place  to  a  large  extent. 
He  also  cultivates  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  rented  land,  so  thtit  he  is 
now  busily  engaged  in  farming,  meeting  with  good  success  in  his  undertakings. 
He  knows  the  best  time  and  methods  of  planting  and  of  cultivating  the  fields  and 
shows  equal  wisdom  in  tlie  care  and  sale  of  his  crops.  In  addition  to  tliis  prop- 
erty his  wife  owns   one  hundred   and   sixty   acres   in   Boone  county.  Nebraska,   and 
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also   .1   lioiLSf   .ind   lot   in   Cedar   Rapids,   Nebraska,  while   Mr.   Cloeters   is   a  stock- 
holder in  th.     lirnu  rs   I.levator  Company  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

Mr.  Cl.xhrs  was  miiUd  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Ingaborg  Schack,  a  danghter  of 
Hans  and  Am,,-,  .\l.  IM,  rsm.  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  followed 
farming  in  that  country  for  many  years  and  never  came  to  the  new  world,  passing 
away  in  Germany  in  September,  igii.  He  had  long  survived  his  wife,  who  died 
in  1880.  Their  daughter  Ingaborg  was  first  married  to  Peter  Schack,  who  died  in 
March,  1907,  leaving  three  children,  John,  Anna  and  Mabel,  aged  respectively  nine- 
teen, seventeen  and  thirteen  years.  By  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cloeters  two 
children   have   been   born:   Martha,   five   j'ears   of   age;   and  Albert   H.,   now   in  his 

Mr.  Cloeters  votes  with  the  republican  party,  being  a  firm  believer  in  its  prin- 
ciples. He  holds  membership  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Ger- 
man Baptist  cinircli.  He  is  possessed  of  many  sterling  traits  of  character  and  that 
he  has  led  a  busy  life  is  indicated  in  his  present  possessions,  for  all  tliat  he  has 
is  the  reward  of  his  persistent  and  intelligently  directed  energy. 


SYLVESTER  V.  SCHURR. 

Humphrey  proudly  claims  Sylvester  V.  Schurr  as  one  of  its  citizens  and  his 
business  enterprise  has  been  a  contributing  factor  to  the  commercial  activity  and 
development  of  the  town.  Moreover,  he  is  a  self-made  man  and  his  example  should 
well  serve  to  inspire  and  encourage  others,  showing  what  may  be  accomplished 
when  laudable  ambition  points  out  the  way  and  energy  perseveres  therein.  ]\Ir. 
Schurr  is  a  native  of  Page  county,  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  October,  1881,  of  the 
marriage  of  John  and  Carrie  Schurr,  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  came  to  the 
new  world  when  a  }'oung  man  of  eighteen  years,  settling  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois, 
where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand,  receiving  eight  dollars  per  month  through  the 
summer  seasons,  while  in  the  winter  he  worked  for  his  board.  He  was  ambitious 
to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account,  however,  and  finally  rented  land  in 
Illinois  which  he  cultivated  for  some  time.  Later  be  removed  to  Page  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  1892  he  came  to 
Xebraska,  buying  land  in  Platte  county.  He  immediately  undertook  the  task  of 
further  developing  and  cultivating  the  tract,  which  he  improved  and  operated  until 
1912,  when  he  sold  out,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  retired,  now  making  his 
home   with  a   son  in   Knox   county,  Nebraska.      His   wife  died  in    1885. 

Sylvester  V.  Schurr  si>ent  liis  youfiifiil  days  in  Malvern,  Iowa,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools.  He  eoutiiiucd  Id  assist  liis  fallier  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  tweuty-two  years  and  tiien  rented  land, 
carrying  on  farming  on  his  own  account  in  that  way  for  two  years.  He  next 
went  to  Leigh,  Nebraska,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  general  store  for  three  years 
and  in  a  hardware  store  for  two  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Humphrey  in  July, 
1910,  and  opened  a  restaurant.  He  has  since  been  very  successful  in  its  conduct, 
the  visible  evidence  of  his  prosperity  in  business  being  the  twelve-thousand-dollar 
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business  block  whicli  lie  has  just  completed  and  is  now  occupying.  The  structure 
is  thoroughly  modern  in  every  respect  and  is  a  credit  to  the  city. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1904,  Mr.  Schurr  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna 
Held,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  Held,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father,  an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  at  an 
early  da_v,  locating  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  before  the  city  of  Columbus  had 
sprung  into  existence.  He  worked  out  as  a  farm  hand  for  some  years  and  subse- 
quently purchased  and  improved  a  tract  of  land  in  Sherman  township,  this  county, 
which  he  successfully  cultivated  until  1909,  since  which  time  he  and  his  wife  have 
lived  retired  in  Columbus. 

Mr.  Schurr  is  independent  in  politics,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his 
judgment  and  the  demands  of  public  welfare.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  He  deserves  all  the  credit  and  praise  implied  in  the  term  a 
self-made  man.  for  he  started  out  empty-handed,  realizing  that  if  he  enjoyed  suc- 
cess he  must  win  it.  Accordingly  he  closely  applied  himself  to  every  task  which 
he  undertook  and,  working  his  way  steadily  upward,  at  length  became  the  proprietor 
of  the  profitable  business  which  he  is  now  conducting.  In  all  his  undertakings  he 
has  displayed  good  judgment,  careful  management  and   unfaltering  industry. 


HENRY  KLUEVER 


Among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Shell  Creek  township  is  numbered  Henry 
Kluever,  living  on  section  3J?.  He  is  still  actively  engaged  in  farming,  although  he 
has  passed  the  Psalmist's  allotted  span  of  three  score  years  and  ten.  He  was  born 
in  East  Friesland,  Germany,  February  13,  ISl*,  a  son  of  Herman  and  Harriet 
(Johnson)  Kluever.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  country  and  in  accordance  with  its  military  laws  he  served  for  three  years 
in  the  army.  He  afterward  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming,  which  he  tliere 
followed  until  1882,  when  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  fatherland  and  sailed  for 
America.  On  reaching  the  new  world  he  established  his  home  in  Macon  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  four  years.  In  1888  he  arrivid  in  I'l.itte 
count}'  and  sixteen  years  ago  jjurchased  his  present  farm,  comprising  our  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  good  land  on  section  3'2,  Shell  Creek  township.  He  has  enclosed 
the  farm  and  divided  it  into  fields  of  convniidit  size  by  well  kept  fences  and  has 
upon  it  a  good  residence  and  substantial  barns  and  outbuildings.  He  is  engaged  also 
in  raising  stock,  which  branch  of  his  business  is  proving-  rennuurative. 

On  the  I8th  of  May.  1871,  Mr.  Kluever  was  unit(  rl  in  ni.iniioe  to  Miss  Johanna 
Bargmann,  who  was  born  January  11,  1819,  in  tlu  i;r.in(l  ilueliy  of  Oldenburg, 
Germany.  Tluy  liceanie  tlu'  ])arents  of  ten  children,  two  of  whom  passed  away 
ere  the  mother's  death,  while  rij;lit  still  survive.  Twenty-five  years  prior  to  her 
deatli  Mrs.  Kluever  j. lined  and  was  liajitized  in  Rev.  Papenhausen's  church  and 
remained  Ihcrr.-ifter  one  of  lis  faitlifiil  members.  She  was  a  devoted  wife  and 
■r  loved  her.  She  took  a  very  active  interest  in  all  the 
nd  was  constantly  extending  a  helping  hand  to  those 
r  Christian  faith  and  spirit  constantly  found  exempli- 
)d  deeds.     A  week  prior  to  her  demise  she  went  to  the 
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home  of  a  daughter  in  Columbus,  where  she  became  ill,  and  in  spite  of  tender 
care  and  good  nursing  she  passed  on  to  the  home  beyond  July  12,  1911,  her  remains 
being  laid  to  rest  on  the  lith  of  July.  Her  loss  was  deeply  regretted  bv  all  who 
knew  her  and  most  of  all  by  her  own  family. 

Mr.  Kluever  has  led  a  very  active  and  useful  life  and  his  success  is  attributable 
entirely  to  his  perseverance  and  industry.  Aside  from  his  farming  interests  he 
is  a  stockholder  in  tlie  Columbus  Independent  Telejjhone  Company  and  the  Monroe 
Independent  Telephone  Company.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  repub- 
lican party  but  he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  He  belongs  to  the  German 
Baptist  church,  guides  his  life  according  to  its  teachings  and  for  the  past  ten  year.s 
has   served   as   deacon   in  the   church. 


THOMAS  KLASSEN. 


Thomas  Klassen,  whose  liome  is  located  on  section  7,  Granville  township,  was 
born  in  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  September  16,  1861,  a  son  of  John  and  Catha- 
rine (Schmidt)  Klassen,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father,  who 
took  up  tile  occupation  of  farming,  came  to  America  with  his  parents  during  his 
boyhood  days,  the  family  home  being  established  in  McHenry  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  was  reared  and  married.  The  lady  of  his  choice  had  come  to  the  new 
world  with  her  parents  and  also  took  up  their  abode  in  McHenry  county.  There 
Mr.  Klassen  is  still  living,  but  his  wife  passed  away  eighteen  years  ago. 

Thomas  Klassen  attended  the  common  schools  of  Illinois  and  remained  upon 
the  home  farm  until  he  attained  his  majority,  after  which  he  earned  his  living 
by  working  out  as  a  farm  hand  for  one  year.  He  then  came  to  Nebraska  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  St.  Bernard  township,  Platte  county,  where  he  was  employed 
for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  married,  after  which  he  rented 
land  in  St.  Bernard  township  for  seven  years.  Throughout  that  period  he  carefully 
saved  his  earnings,  practicing  economy  as  well  as  industry  until  he  was  able,  in 
1901,  to  purchase  his  present  i.iini  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Upon 
this  place  he  has  sinei  resided,  covering  a  period  of  fourteen  years,  and  in  the 
interim  he  has  extended  its  boundaries  by  the  additional  purchase  of  eighty  acres. 
With  the  assistance  of  his  sons  he  now  cultivates  the  entire  tract  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  and  has  made  it  an  excellent  farm  property  equipped  with  many 
modern  conveniences  and  accessories.  There  are  good  buildings  upon  the  place, 
well  kept  fences  and  the  latest  improved  farm  machinery,  and  in  addition  to  tilling 
the  soil  l\Ir.  Klassen  breeds  and  raises  good  grades  of  stock,  feeding  all  of  his 
grain  to  his  stock. 

On  the  19th  of  Oetoh.r.  ISSd,  Mr.  Klassen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
.^nnie  Gilsdorf,  a  daii-lit,  r  .,f  Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hassling)  Gilsdorf,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  ..t  (urniiny.  Following  their  marriage  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  is  is  in. I  l.i,ik  up  their  abode  near  Milwankr.-.  ^\■is(•,.nsin, 
where  the  father  work,  d  .il  Ihc  rir|)enter's  trade.  In  18S1  tiny  cam.-  to  Ni  l.raska, 
locating  in  Granville  tnwnshi]..  I'latte  county,  where  Mr,  fiilsd.n-t  jinreliascl  land 
and  made  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  on  the  29tli  of  March,  1900.  His 
wife  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  on   the  9th  of   February,   1911.      To   Mr.   and 
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Mrs.  Klassen  liave  been  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  whose  birth 
occurred  July  9,  1890,  and  who  died  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month;  Matthias, 
who  was  born  August  27,  1892,  and  follows  farming  in  St.  Bernard  township; 
John,  whose  natal  day  was  December  25,  1894,  and  who  assists  his  father  in  the 
operation  of  the  home  farm;  and  Petronilla,  who  was  born  December  1.5,  1897. 
The    family    are   all    communicants    of   the    St.    Bernard    Catholic    church    and    Mr. 
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young  men's  society  of  tli.-i 

In  politics  Mr.  Klassen  is  ; 

rather   work   upon    iiis    far 

life  has  been  one  of  unrem 
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member  of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus  Society  of  that  church.  His 
in  Mothers'  Society  and  the  sons  belong  to  the 
mil  tin-  <].iiii;htnr  to  the  young  ladies'  sodality. 
!)ut  is  not  ambitious  to  iiold  office.  He  would 
finds    this    labor   profitable,   and   aithoudi   his 
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FRANK  THELEN. 


Frank  Thelen  has  gained  a  measure  of  success  in  business  tiiat  places  liim 
among  the  successful  nii  reliaiits  of  Hnniiil.rey.  He  was  born  at  Shelby,  Polk 
county,  Nebraska,  .laiuiaiy  1<».  LSS,'.  a  son  of  (iustav  and  Josephine  Thelen,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  (nrniany.  wlienee  they  came  to  the  new  world  in  1870. 
Journeying  across  the  country,  they  established  their  home  in  Polk  county,  Ne- 
braska, where  the  father  purchased  land  and  improved  a  farm,  continujng  its 
cultivation  for  eighteen  years  or  until  1888,  when  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in 
death.  His  widow  and  the  family  afterward  removed  to  Humphrey,  where  she 
resided  throughout  the  remainder  of  her  days,  her  death  occurring  on  the  l,'3th  of 
March,   1915. 

Frank    Tlulen    was   a    little   lad   of   six    summers    when   his   mother    removed    to 
mphrey  and   in  eonsequence  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  this  town,  pur: 


his  studies  in  the  public  and  parochial  school: 
Normal,  of  I'remont,  Nebraska,  where  he  ))ur 
returned  to  HLunphrey.  where  he  engaged  in  tl 
punijis  and  windmills.  He  has  since  continue( 
about  nine  years,  and  has  gained  a  patronage  e 
classed  with  the  leading  merchants  of  tlie  town, 
erties  in  Humphrey,  one  of  which  he  occupies. 
On  the  9th  ofNoveml.rr.  HtOd.  Mr.  T!..], 
Catherine  Gilsdorf,  a  daui^liln-  ol  ,l„s,  pi;  -uu! 
whom  were  born  in  \\'iseiwisiri.  Tlu  y  luiau 
Nebraska,  locating  in  St.  Be 
for  about  ten  years.  On  the 
and  took  up  his  abode  in  Hti 
for  about  twenty  years.     He 


He 


He 


afterward  went  to  Fremont 
eouimercial  course  and  then 
ibinji  business,  also  handling 
,s  line,  covering  a  period  of 
tying  proportions,  being  now 
Iso  owns  two  residence  prop- 


ntOd.  Mr.  Th.-lrn  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
V  ol  ,l„s,|,l-.  an,!  M.n-y  (  Weian.i )  Gil.sdorf,  both  of 
ri.  riuy  lueauu'  early  s.ttlers  of  Platte  county, 
lard  township,  where  Mr.  Gilsdorf  followed  farming 
expiration  of  that  period  he  disposed  of  his  property 
iphrey,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  saloon  business 
s  now  living  retired  in  Humphrey. 
.  Thelen  votes  with  the  democratic  party  and  is  one  of  the  active  workers 
its  local  ranks.  He  was  a  member  of  the  town  board  for  two  years  and  is  now 
rving  for  the  third  year  as  a  member  of  tlie  school  board,  of  which  he  is  chairman, 
e   has   membership   in  the   Catholic   church,   in   the   Knights   of   Columbus   council 
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in  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp.  Almost  his  entire  life  has  be 
mphrey,  where  he  has  gradually  worked  his  way  ui^ward  to  a  en 
iable  position  in  commercial  circles. 


GEORGE   RAMBOUR. 


George  Rambour,  a  representative  and  successful  business  man  of  Columbus, 
has  served  as  secretary,  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Columbus  Brewing  Com- 
pany since  its  organization  in  1904.  His  birth  occurred  in  Wiirzburg,  Germany, 
on  the  2d  of  October,  1876,  his  parents  being  Michael  and  Magdalena  (Fick) 
Rambour,  both  of  whom  passed  away  in  that  country,  the  former  in  1905  and  the 
latter  in  1901.. 

George  Rambour  acquired  his  education  in  his  native  land  and  there  spent  the 
first  twenty-two  years  of  his  life.  In  1898  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United 
.States  and  five  years  later  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska.  In  1904  he  was  made 
secretary,  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  newly  organized  Columbus  Brewing  Com- 
pany, which  he  has  since  served  in  those  capacities,  the  concern  prospering  under 
his  able  and  intelligent  direction. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  1902,  in  ]\Iunich,  Germany,  Mr.  Rambour  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Matilda  Schleifer,  by  whom  he  has  four  children,  namely: 
George,  Ludwig,  Walter  and  Erna.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  supporting  men 
and  measures  rather  than  party.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church, 
while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Sons  of  Herman,  the  Benevolent  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  the  Owls.  He  is  likewise 
a  popular  member  of  the  Maennerchor  and  the  Orpheus  Society.  Mr.  Rambour 
has  been  characterized  as  a  genial,  whole-souled  gentleman,  in  the  prime  of  life, 
who  loves  his  children,  has  a  host  of  friends  and  is  a  good  citizen.  The  hope  that  led 
him  to  leave  the  fatlierland  and  seek  a  home  in  the  new  world  has  been  more  than 
realized,  for  here  he  found  the  opportunities  which  he  sought  and  in  their  utiliza- 
tion he  has  won  a  most  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity. 


THOMAS    F.    HAM. 


Thomas  F.  Ham  is  conducting  a  produce  business  under  the  name  of  the 
Humplirey  Produce  Company,  buying  and  selling  butter,  eggs,  poultry  and  cream. 
He  is  a  young  man  but  has  already  made  for  himself  a  place  in  business  circles 
that  many  a  one  of  twice  his  years  might  well  envy.  He  was  born  in  Somerset- 
shire, England,  June  26,  1891,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Parker)  Ham,  who 
were  natives  of  the  same  country,  in  which  they  resided  until  189'1,  when  they 
bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  land  and  sailed  with  their  family  for  America, 
making  their  way  to  Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  the  father  secured  the  position  of 
watchman  with  Armour  &  Company.  He  continued  in  that  position  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in   September,   1904.,  and  his   widow  is   still  living  in  Omaha. 

Thomas   F.    H&m   was   reared    and   educated   in   that   city,   attending  the    jmblic 
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schools,  for  he  was  but  three  years  of  age  when  brought  to  tlie  United  States.  When 
his  textbooks  were  put  aside  he,  too,  entered  the  emplo}'  of  Armour  &  Company, 
remaining  with  that  cor])oration  at  their  Omaha  plant  for  some  time.  He  next 
entered  the  employ  of  Marsh  &  Marsh,  wholesale  dealers  in  produce,  with  whom 
he  continued  until  June,  191  f,  when  he  came  to  Humphrey  and  embarked  in  the 
produce  business  on  his  own  account,  conducting  his  interests  under  the  style  of 
the  Humphrey  Produce  Company,  although  he  is  the  sole  proprietor.  He  buys 
butter,  eggs,  poultry  and  cream,  and  his  business  has  created  a  good  market  for 
the  farmers  and  has  been  the  iiiraiis  ,if  l.riiitring  him  substantial  success.  He 
pays  good  prices  and  his  trade  is  <(instantly  increasing.  He  also  handles  the 
Primrose  cream  separator  and  the  (^ueen  incubator.  His  trade  is  largely  of  a 
wholesale  character,  and  he  buys  from  both  merchants  and  farmers. 

Religiously  Mr.  Ham  is  an  Episcopalian  and  politically  a  republican.  He  has 
no  time  to  seek  office,  however,  for  he  is  busily  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  build  up 
a  good  business  and  in  the  effort  is  succeeding. 


EVAN    ROBERT    BISSON. 

Evan  Robert  Bisson  is  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Columbus  and  has  attained 
the  eightieth  milestone  on  life's  journey.  It  is  fitting  that  he  should  have  this 
period  of  rest  in  the  evening  of  his  days,  for  his  life  has  been  an  active  and  useful 
one  and  his  retirement  from  business  has  been  well  earned.  He  was  born  June 
7,  1835,  in  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  Hilliary  B.  and  Rebecca 
(Jenkins)  Bisson.  The  father,  who  was  also  born  in  Montgomery  county,  was  a 
farmer  bv  occupation  and  was  of  Welsh  descent,  while  his  wife  was  of  English 
lineage.    " 

Spending  his  youthful  days  under  the  parental  roof,  Evai»  R.  Bisson  acquired 
a  common-school  education  and  then  in  preparation  for  the  practical  duties  of  life 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  followed  that  pursuit  for  two  years  in  New 
Orleans  and  thence  proceeded  up  the  ^Mississippi  river,  making  settlement  at  Still- 
water, Minnesota,  where  he  resided  until  September  26,  1861.  His  spirit  of 
patriotism  was  aroused  by  the  continued  attempt  nf  tlie  soutli  to  overthrow  the 
Union  and  at  that  date  he  enrolled  as  one  of  tlie  l.oys  in  l.lue  of  Company  D, 
Forty-fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  whieli  In  rdiiain.  d  for  three  years, 
participating  in  many  of  the  hotly  contested  eiij;- ii;(iii(  iits  of  the  war.  iiieluding 
the  battles  of  Fort  Henry,  Fort  Donelson.  Sliih.h.  the  sie-e  of  \-ieksl.nro-,  H,-,ker's 
Creek  and  the  siege  of  Atlanta.  He  reeiilisted  as  a  niemlier  of  Cduipany  A.  Sixth 
Regiment  of  Hancock's  Veteran  Corps.  He  was  slightly  wounded  at  \'icksburg 
and  contracted  chronic  inflammation  of  the  liver.  He  was  on  detached  duty  in 
Washing-ton,  D.  C,  and  had  charge  of  Captain  Wirtz  of  Andersonville  prison  on 
the  day  that  he  was  hung.  He  became  familiar  with  every  phase  of  military 
life  in  the  long,  hard  marches,  the  campaigning  through  the  cold  winters  and  the 
active  duty  on  battle  line,  and  when  the  war  was  over  he  participated  in  the  grand 
review  in  Washington,  D.  C,  where  the  Union  troops  marched  through  the  streets 
of  the  capital,  while  over  broad  Pennsylvania  avenue  there  hung  a  banner  inscribed 
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with  till'  words,  "The  only  dcht  which  the  country  owes  that  she  cannot  pay  is  the 
debt  that  she  owes  to  her  soldiers." 

When  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Bisson  returned  to  the  north  and  for  eight  years 
was  a  resident  of  Tama,  Marshall  and  Hamilton  counties  of  Iowa.  In  1872  he 
arrived  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  and  homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  Bismark  township,  which  he  still  owns.  With  characteristic  energy  he 
began  the  development  and  cultivation  of  the  fields,  breaking  the  sod  and  turning 
the  furrows  until  good  crops  rewarded  his  efforts.  Year  after  year  the  work  was 
carefully  and  persistently  carried  on  by  Mr.  Bisson  until  1908,  when  he  retired 
and   established   his   home  in  Columbus. 

On  September  27.  ISGo,  Mr.  Bisson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emily  E. 
Mudget.  of  Tama  county,  Iowa,  who  passed  away  December  27,  1908.  To  them  were 
born  seven  children,  as  follows:  Sylvester  S.,  who  is  a  resident  of  South  Dakota; 
Levi  N.,  living  in  Colorado;  Chalkley  J.,  who  operates  the  old  homestead  farm; 
,7esse  H.  and  Emily  S.,  who  live  in  Columbus;  Bertha  S.,  who  is  the  wife  of  George 
Camp,  a  school  teacher;  and  Lenora,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Otto 
Schmidt,  of  Columbus   township. 

Mr.  Bisson  has  ever  been  an  advocate  of  the  republican  party  since  its  forma- 
tion, being  a  firm  believer  in  its  principles  as  factors  in  good  government.  While 
living  in  Bismark  township  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  belongs  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  in  his  association  with  his  comrades  at  arms 
enjoys  recounting  incidents  and  experiences  of  the  tented  fields.  He  has  ever  been 
most  loyal  to  his  country,  having  true  reverence  for  the  stars  and  stripes.  More- 
over, he  is  entitled  to  mention  in  this  volume  as  a  pioneer  settler,  having  for  forty- 
three  years  lived  in  the  county,  during  which  time  he  has  witnessed  a  notable 
change,  bearing  his  part  in  transforming  this  region  into  a  great  and  prosperous 
agricultural   district. 


CHRISTIAN  ALEXANDER  ALLENBURGER,  M.  D.  F.  A.  C.  S. 

Dr.  Christian  Alexander  Allenburger  is  a  prominent  surgeon  of  Columbus,  en- 
joying an  enviable  reputation  as  a  skilled  and  successful  representative  of  his 
profession  in  Platte  County.  His  birth  oecur.d  in  Saratov,  Russia,  his  parents 
being  Henry  A.  and  Katharine  Marguerite  (Wrlilxr)  Alli  nliurger,  likewise  natives 
of  that  country.  Following  the  father's  deatli.  the  inolh,i-  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  her  son  Christian  in  1883,  taking  up  her  abode  in  Friend,  Saline  countj', 
Nebraska. 

He  acquired  a  high-school  education,  later  graduated  i 
his  more  advanced  education  in  Lake  Forest  University 
and  subsequently  entered  Rush  Medical  College  at  Ciiie.ii 
tion  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  189:».     A 

training,  he  then  began  practice  in  Shelby,  Nebraska,  and  a  few  y.  n-,  l.itn-  ciuie  to 
Columbus,  where  he  has  remained  continuously  since,  confiiiin--  lii^  .illnition  to 
surgery,  in  which  branch  of  the  profession  he  is  recognized  .ind  li  is  drninnslrated 
special  skill.  Dr.  Allenburger  is  on  the  staff  of,  and  surgeon  to,  St.  Mary's  Hos- 
pital in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Platte  County  :Medical  Society, 
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the  Nebraska  State  Medical  Association,  a  fellow  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, and  a  fellow  of  the  American  College  of  Surgeons. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1906,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Emma  Wake,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Wake.  To  them  has 
been  born  a  son,  Christian  Alexander.  The  Doctor  has  attained  a  high  rank  in 
Masonry.  He  was  made  a  Knight  Templar,  also  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason 
in  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  in  his  life  exemplifies  the  teachings  of  the  craft.  He  is 
recognized  as  a  man  of  well  balanced  character  and  abilities,  and  his  talents  have 
gained  him  preeminence  in  his  chosen  profession,  while  his  strongly  marked  per- 
sonal characteristics  have  won  for  him  the  warm  friendship  and  kindly  regard  of 
those  with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 


CHARLES  F.  JANSEN. 

Charles  F.  Jansen  was  for  a  considerable  time  identified  -with  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Creston  township,  where  he  owned  an  excellent  farm  and  was  recognized  as 
one  of  the  valuable  citizens  of  the  county.  His  birth  occurred  in  Germany  on  the 
9t]i  of  October,  1850,  and  in  that  country  his  parents  passed  their  entire  lives. 

Mr.  Jansen  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  but  when  sixteen  years 
of  age  emigrated  to  America  and  located  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  as 
a  farm  hand  for  several  j'ears.  He  then  removed  to  Douglas  county,  Nebraska,  and 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account,  at  length  buying  eighty  acres  of  land,  which 
he  cultivated  until  1895,  when  he  came  to  Platte  county.  He  bought  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  16,  Creston  to\vnship,  on  which  he  made  many 
improvements  and  to  the  cultivation  of  wliich  he  devoted  his  time  until  his  health 
failed.  He  passed  away  in  December,  1902,  after  an  illness  of  two  years,  and  his 
demise  was  widely  and  deeply  regretted.  He  was  progressive  and  energetic,  and 
his  well  directed  labors  returned  to  him  a  good  income. 

On  October  9,  1876,  Mr.  Jansen  married  Miss  Anna  Laschansky,  a  daughter  of 
August  and  Katherine  (Lcnfer)  Laschansky,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Her  father 
farmed  in  that  countr}'  and  there  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  but  in  his  old 
age  came  to  America  and  made  his  home  with  his  children  until  his  demise,  which 
occurred  in  1874.  Mr.  Laschansky  died  when  Mrs.  Jansen  was  but  five  years  of 
age.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jansen  were  born  twelve  children,  namely:  Emma,  the 
wife  of  Luverne  Cunningham,  of  Creston;  Maggie,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage 
to  John  Carstens  and  lives  near  Genoa,  this  state ;  Minnie  and  Clara,  twins,  the 
former  the  wife  of  John  Barrett,  a  farmer  of  Creston  township,  and  the  latter  the 
wife  of  Vic  Palmateer,  of  Creston;  Rose,  the  vrite  of  Julius  Engle,  a  farmer  of 
Creston  township;  Dora,  now  Mrs.  Fred  Henry,  of  Creston;  Henry,  at  home,  who 
married  Laura  Summer,  who  passed  away  leaving  three  children,  Charles,  Raymond 
and  Norman;  Herman,  Lillian  and  Harry,  all  at  home;  Anna,  who  died  in  infancy: 
and  Mary,  who  died  in  1895,  when  two  and  a  half  years  old. 

Mr.  Jansen  was  a  republican  in  his  political  views,  a  Presbyterian  in  his  re- 
ligious faith  and  fraternally  was  identified  wth  the  Sons  of  Herman  and  the  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  of  America.  In  all  relations  of  life  he  measured  up  to  high  standards 
of  manhood  and  was  not  only  respected  for  his  ability  but  honored  for  his  integrity 
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his  regard  for  the  rights  of  others.  Mrs.  Jansen,  who  is  an  excellent  busir 
Qan,  has  made  further  improvements  upon  the  home  farm,  and  she,  too, 
led  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  her. 


GUSTAV  WILLIAM  VIERGUTZ. 

Gustav  William  Viergutz,  the  period  of  whose  residence  in  Columbus  covers 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  here  since  1908,  building  up  an  extensive  enterprise  of  that  character. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Germany  on  the  31st  of  December,  1868,  his  parents  being 
August  Carl  and  Wilhelmine  (Krueger)  Viergutz,  who  were  likewise  natives  of 
that  country,  the  former  born  on  the  31st  of  December,  1838,  and  the  latter  in 
1836.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1870,  locating  first  in  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  and  in  1876  took  up  their  abode  in  Polk  county,  Nebraska.  In  1910 
they  came  to  Columbus,  where  Mr.  Viergutz  passed  away  in  1913  and  where  his 
widow  still  makes  her  home.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Germany. 

Gustav  W.  Viergutz  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Polk 
county,  Nebraska,  and  in  1888  came  to  Platte  county,  this  state,  continuing  his 
studies  in  Columbus  for  one  year.  Here  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  sub- 
sequently followed  that  occupation  as  a  contractor,  etc.,  until  1898.  In  that  year 
he  entered  the  employ  of  G.  A.  Hoagland,  a  lumber  merchant  of  Columbus,  remain- 
ing in  his  service  for  nine  years.  On  the  exjiiration  of  that  period,  in  1908,  he 
embarked  in  the  lumber  business  on  his  own  account  and  has  since  conducted  an 
enterprise  of  that  character  with  gratifying  and  growing  success.  He  is  likewise 
the  vice  president  of  the  Columbus  Land,  Loan  &  Building  Association  and  enjoys 
a  reputation  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  business  men  of  his 
adopted  cit}'. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1891,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Viergutz  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Catharine  Huntemann,  a  daughter  of  Henry  H. 
Huntemann.  To  them  have  been  born  five  children,  namely:  Walter  A.,  Arthur  H., 
Vera  E.,  Alva  E.  and  Gustav  W.,  Jr.  In  politics  Mr.  Viergutz  is  a  republican, 
while  liis  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 


BERT  LEROY  PARKER. 

Bert  LeRoy  Parker,  well  known  in  the  business  circles  of  Columbus,  was  born 
at  Kingman,  Kansas,  January  1,  1887.  His  parents  are  Joseph  and  Anna  (Moore) 
Parker,  the  former  a  native  of  Kansas,  while  the  latter  was  born  near  Millcrsburg, 
Oliio.  They  are  now  residing  in  Kansas  City,  where  the  father  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as   a   building  contractor. 

Bert  L.  Parker  acquired  a  fair  education  while  spending  his  youthful  days  in 
his  parents'  home  and  entered  the  workaday  world  as  an  employe  of  the  Wells 
Fargo  Express  Company  in  Kansas  City,  with  whicli  corporation  he  remained   for 
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two  years.  He  then  went  to  Chicago  and  began  work  with  the  United  Electric 
Companv,  learning  tlie  electric  construction  work  thoroughly,  becoming  quite  expert 
in  that  line.  After  three  and  one-half  years  spent  with  that  company  he  returned 
to  Kaiis.is  Citv  for  a  year,  was  afterward  in  Hutchinson,  Kansas,  for  two  j'ears, 
then  again  went  to  Kansas  City  and  to  Omaha  and  to  Pratt,  Kansas,  remaining  four 
years  in  the  last  named  place.  He  was  in  business  in  Pratt  and  in  Hutchinson, 
Kansas,  at  the  same  time  and  in  1910  he  came  to  Columbus,  where  he  established 
his  present  business.  He  does  electrical  contracting  and  also  has  a  retail  store 
and  has  prospered  in  his  undertakings. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  1906,  ]Mr.  Parker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ruth 
F.  Soden,  a  daughter  of  Charles  H.  and  Bertha  May  (Warren)  Soden,  the  former 
being  a  ranchman  of  Montana.  To  this  union  have  been  born  two  children:  Elton, 
whose  birth  occurred  March  27,  1909;  and  Kenneth,  born  October  31,  1910. 

Politically  Mr.  Parker  is  a  republican,  maintaining  a  citizen's  interest  in  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  day  but  without  aspiration  for  office.  He  belongs  to 
the  local  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  The  course  which  he  has  followed  throughout  his  life  shows 
that  his  principles  measure  up  to  high  standards,  his  worth  being  recognized  both 
as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen.  In  his  business  career  he  has  been  stimulated  by  lauda- 
ble ambition  and  guided  by  industry  and  thus  step  by  step  he  has  advanced  until 
he  is  now  at  the  head  of  a  substantial  enterprise. 


FRANK  J.   GERHARZ. 

Frank  J.  Gerharz  is  successfully  engaged  in  business  in  Columbus  as  pro- 
prietor of  an  up-to-date  and  well  appointed  clothing  and  men's  furnishings  estab- 
lishment, being  senior  member  of  the  Gerharz,  Flynn  Company.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Lemont,  Cook  county,  Illinois,  on  the  19th  of  February,  185.5,  his  parents  being 
Joseph  and  Helen  (Kanney)  Gerharz,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  the 
former  born  in  1 833.  Joseph  Gerharz  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1851  and 
in  1858,  at  Lockport,  Illinois,  wedded  Miss  Helen  Kanney.  His  demise  occurred 
in   1912,  but  his  widow  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Lemont,  Illinois. 

Frank  J.  Gerharz  attended  school  in  his  native  town  until  fourteen  years  of 
age  and  then  entered  the  furniture  and  undertaking  establishment  of  his  father,  in 
whose  service  he  remained  until  1887.  In  tliat  year  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  for 
two  years  worked  as  an  electrician  at  Omaha.  In  1889  he  secured  employment  in 
the  clothing  store  of  John  Flynn,  who  is  now  his  partner  at  Columbus,  being  thus 
engaged  for  thirteen  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period  the  Gerharz,  Flynn 
Company  was  formed  and  a  clothing  and  men's  furnishings  store  was  opened  in 
Columbus.  They  have  since  conducted  a  well  appointed  and  modern  establishment 
and  are  accorded  an  extensive  and  gratifying  patronage. 

On  the  ]6th  of  April,  1905,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Gerharz  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  Strauley,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  namely:  Mary, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Leo  Henry;  Helen  K. ;  and  Joseph,  who  also  passed  away  in 
infancy.  He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  in  religious 
faith  is  a  Catholic,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
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the  Sons  of  Herman,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles  and  the  .Alucalurs.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  .M.uniurch,.r  and 
also  belongs  to  the  Orpheus  Sdciety.  Mr.  Gerharz  is  popular  in  both  husiii.ss  and 
social  circles  of  his  addpUil  city,  having  won  many  friends  during  the  period  of  his 


CORNELIUS    HEESACKER. 

A  representative,  valued  and  honored  citizen  of  Platte  county  was  Cornelius 
Heesacker,  who  for  a  considerable  period  followed  farming  and  in  his  later  years 
lived  retired  in  Humphrey.  He  was  born  in  Brown  county,  Wisconsin,  January 
21,  1851,  a  son  of  Martin  and  Lomberdina  (Theisen)  Heesacker,  who  were  natives 
of  Holland.  In  early  life  they  came  to  the  new  world  and  settled  in  Wisconsin, 
where  their  remaining  days  were  passed,  the  father  devoting  his  attention  to  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  March  27,  1898,  having  long  survived  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  in  1857. 

The  youthful  days  of  Cornelius  Heesacker  were  spent  in  Wisconsin  and  his 
education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  when  he  was  married  and  came  to  Nebraska,  taking 
up  a  homestead  in  Grand  Prairie  township,  Platte  county.  Not  a  furrow  had 
been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made  upon  the  place,  but  with  characteristic  energy 
he  began  its  development  and  converted  it  into  productive  fields,  which  he  carefully 
cultivated  until  1900,  when  he  retired  from  active  life  and  removed  to  Humphrey, 
there  residing  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October,  1909. 

On  the  l-lth  of  February,  1876,  Mr.  Heesacker  had  wedded  Miss  Johanna 
l^Iinten,  a  daughter  of  Mathias  and  Minnie  (Burgass)  Minten,  who  were  natives 
of  Holland.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  came  to  America  in  1868,  at  which 
time  he  made  his  way  to  Wisconsin.  Eight  years  passed  and  in  1876  he  came  to 
Nebraska,  where  he  secured  a  homestead  in  Grand  Prairie  township,  cultivating 
tliat  tract  for  many  years.  He  afterward  removed  to  Sheridan  county,  Nebraska, 
wlicre  he  purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming  throughout  his  remaining  days, 
his  death  occurring  in  March,  1891.  His  wife  died  in  Holland  in  1861  and  it  was 
in  that  country  that  Mrs.  Heesacker  was  born  in  November,  1854.  By  her  mar- 
riage she  became  the  mother  of  four  children:  Minnie,  born  November  2-i,  1876, 
and  now  at  home  with  her  mother;  Lambert,  who  was  born  August  12,  1878,  and 
is  cultivating  the  old  homestead  farm;  Mary,  who  was  born  April  9,  1880,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Franciscan  Sisters  at  Omaha ;  and  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  August 
4,   1882,  and  died  ten  days  later. 

The  family  adhere  to  the  Catholic  faith,  of  which  Mr.  Heesacker  was  a  loyal 
representative.  He  belonged  to  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  took  a  ]i>  Ipful 
interest  in  promoting  the  cause  of  his  church  and  lodge.  In  politics  he  was  a 
democrat  and  served  as  county  supervisor  in  Platte  county  for  one  term.  He  also 
served  as  postmaster  in  Grand  Prairie  township,  at  St.  Mary,  and  was  appointed 
to  the  position  of  postmaster  of  Humphrey  after  his  removal  to  that  city.  He  like- 
wise did  duty  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  was  interested  in  all  that  per- 
tained to  the  political,  intellectual,  social  and   moral   progress  of  the  district  with 
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which  he  was  allied.  He  displayed  many  sterling  traits  of  character,  not  the  least 
of  which  was  his  capacity  for  warm  friendships.  He  was  always  true  to  those 
to  whom  he  gave  his  confidence  and  regard  and  he  enjoyed  to  the  full  the  com- 
panionship of  his  friends.  Mrs.  Heesacker  still  makes  her  home  in  Humphrey, 
where  she  owns  a  good  business  block,  and  she  also  has  farm  lands  in  this  county. 


FERDINAND  MUETING. 


Ferdinand  Mueting,  of  Humphrey,  is  a  native  of  Burrows  township.  He  was 
born  August  15,  1884,  of  the  marriage  of  John  and  Frederica  (Schutte)  Mueting, 
of  whom  mention  is  made  in  connection  ^vith  the  sketch  of  Joseph  G.  Mueting  on 
another  page  of  this  work. 

Ferdinand  Mueting  was  reared  and  educated  in  Platte  county  and  ma_v  well  be 
numbered  among  its  self-made  men,  for  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  started  out 
to  earn  his  living  and  has  since  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources.  When  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  and  his  brother  began  farming  together  and 
later  he  was  engaged  in  the  well  and  windmill  business  for  three  years,  during 
which  time  he  conducted  his  interests  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Thclen  &  Mueting. 
Subsequently  he  purchased  a  bus  and  transfer  line,  which  he  conducted  for  three 
years. 

Mr.  Mueting  was  married  January  12,  1910,  to  Miss  Ludwina  Heinen,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Phillipina  (Osterhoff)  Heinen,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Mr.  and  l\Irs.  Mueting  have  two  children:     Eddie  Marie  and  Maynard. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  f.unily  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  Mr.  Mueting 
gives  his  political  alltt>iance  to  the  (huiocratic  party.  He  and  his  family  occupy 
an  attractive  lionu-  in  Huni])lirty,  and  his  wife  also  owns  a  residence  there  which 
they  rent.  They  are  well  known  socially,  and  the  best  homes  of  the  city  are 
always  open   for  their  reception. 


WH.LIAM   H.   L.   POESCH. 
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William  H.  L.  Poesch  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Omaha  but  put 
aside  his  textbooks  at  the  age  of  sixteen  to  learn  the  confectioner's  trade.  He  was 
tv/enty-four  years  of  age  when  he  located  in  Columbus  and  here  opened  a  confec- 
tionery and  ice  cream  parlor.  He  began  in  a  small  way  but  he  put  forth  every 
endeavor  toward  developing  the  business  and  from  year  to  year  it  grew  until  today 
he  occupies  a  modern  brick  building,  three  stories  and  basement,  on  a  corner  of  the 
main  thoroughfare.  The  upper  stories  are  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  confec- 
tions and  to  the  bakery,  his  products  being  disposed  of  to  both  tlic  whdlcs.ilc  and 
retail  trade.  The  ground  floor  is  devoted  to  the  display  and  sale  ot  a  lull  liiu  of 
cauJifs.  bakery  goods,  cigars,  etc.,  while  the  rear  of  the  room  is  uuist  tasti  lull" 
fitted  up  for  serving  dainty  luncheons  and  soft  drinks.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Porsch 
h.is  had  to  overcome  many  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his  path  and  his  success  lias 
not  come  as  the  result  of  fortunate  circumstances,  for  he  has  worked  most  untiringly 
to  reach  the  desired  end,  often  devoting  eighteen  hours  a  day  to  his  business.  His 
plant  is  worth  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  and  he  also  owns  two  substantial  resi- 
dences wortii  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  all  this  has  been  acquired  through  his  own 
Llforts. 

In  1897,  at  Staplehurst,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Poesch  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
.Minnie  Scheumann.  and  their  children  are  Stella  Sophia.  Lydia,  William,  Lester 
.".nd  Vernetta.  In  politics  he  is  a  d.iiioerat.  while  in  religious  faith  he  is  a  Lutheran. 
His  fraternal  relations  connect  him  with  tJK  Sons  of  Herman.  He  has  never  taken 
an  active  interest  in  public  afi'airs.  for  his  business  and  home  interests  have 
claimed  his  entire  attention.  He  possesses  a  jovial,  social  disposition  and  makis 
friends  by  the  score.  The  people  of  Columbus  look  upon  him  as  an  exemplary  man 
and  are  proud  to  number  him  among  their  substantial  citizens. 


STEFFES   BROTHERS. 

One  of  the  most  important  business  enterprises  of  Platte  county  is  the  large 
and  well  appointed  store  of  Steflfes  Brothers  at  Humphrey.  It  is  the  property  of 
John  T..  Jacob  P.,  Henry  C.  and  Nicholas  J.  Steffes.  A  sketch  of  the  first  named 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  Jacob  P.  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  born 
October  24,  1874,  while  the  other  brothers  are  natives  of  Madison  county,  Ne- 
braska, Henry  C.  having  been  born  March  6,  1879,  and  Nicholas  J.  on  the  28th 
of  June,  1881.  The  parents  were  Jacob  and  Mary  C.  (Wagner)  Steffes,  who  are 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  sk(;tch  of  John  T.  Steffes. 

The  son,  Jacob  P.  Steffes.  was  reared  and  educated  in  Humphrey  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  started  out  in  biisimss  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store,  spend- 
ing seventeen  years  in  that  way,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  and  his  brotiiers 
formed  a  partnership  and  purchased  the  stock  of  merchandise  owned  by  the  ^NIcKillip- 
Ewing  Company  of  Humphrey.  They  have  since  conducted  the  store,  which  they 
have  made  one  of  the  best  and  largest  mercantile  establishments  in  the  state,  enjoying 
a  very  extensive  patronage.  They  carry  a  stock  valued  at  thirty-eight  thousand 
dollars,  and  their  store  is  splendidly  equipped  in  every  particular,  lacking  none 
of  the  accessories  and  conveniences  of  a  modern  mercantile  establishment.  They 
are  most  careful  in  the  personnel  of  the  house,  in  the  character  of  goods   liandled 
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and  in  the  treatment  accorded  patrons,  and  their  success  results  therefrom.  In 
addition  to  their  Humphrey  establishment  they  also  conduct  a  large  store  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  Nebraska,  of  which  Henry  C.  Stcffes  acts  as  manager.  There  they  carry 
a  stock  worth  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  brothers,  Jacob  P.  and  Nicholas 
J.  Steffes,  manage  the  Humphrey  store,  and  the  eldest  brother,  John  T.  Steffes, 
devotes  his  time  mostly  to  real-estate  transactions,  all  four  ranking  with  the 
leading  and  representative  business  men  of  this  part  of  the  state. 

Henry  C.  Steffes  was  reared  and  educated  in  Humjahrej^  and  California.  He, 
too,  started  in  the  business  world  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store  in  Humphrey  and 
was  thus  employed  until  the  brothers  embarked  in  business  on  their  own  account. 
He  is  married  and  has  one  child. 

Nicholas  J.  Steffes  was  also  reared  in  Humphrey  and  attended  the  public 
schools,  while  later  he  completed  his  education  in  Fremont,  Nebra.ska.  He  then 
returned  to  Humphrey  and  worked  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store  for  a  time,  after 
which  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business,  in  which 
field  he  remained  active  until  the  brothers  formed  the  present  firm  of  Steffes 
Brothers  and  opened  their  store  in  Humphrey,  since  which  time  he  has  been  one 
of  the  managers  of  the  business  at  this  place.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Bering,  a  daughter  of  Ferdinand  R.  and  Catherine  (Biermann)  Bering.  INIr.  and 
Mrs.  Nicholas  J.  Steffes  were  married  on  the  24th  of  June,  1908,  and  they  now 
have  two  children,  Edwin  and  Carola.  Nicholas  J.  Steffes  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus. 

Tlie  religious  faith  of  the  brothers  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church  and  all  vote 
with  the  democratic  party.  Aside  from  their  mercantile  interests  they  are  stock- 
holders in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Humphrey.  Alert  and  enterprising, 
they  carry  forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  they  undertake.  Their 
business  methods  measure  up  to  high  standards  of  commercial  ethics,  and  in  an 
incredibly  short  space  of  time  they  have  developed  an  enterprise  of  extensive  pro- 
portions, making  theirs  one  of  the  foremost  mercantile  establishments  in  Nebraska. 
The  family  has  long  been  one  of  prominence  in  Platte  county  and  the  name  has 
become    a    synonym    for   indefatigable   energj'    and    for    successful    accomplishment. 


CHARLES  E.  POLLOCK. 

Charles  E.  Pollock,  a  successful  business  man  and  representative  citizen  of 
Columbus,  has  here  conducted  a  drug  store  for  nearly  three  decades,  building  up 
an  extensive  and  profitable  enterprise.  His  l^irth  occurred  in  Forreston,  Ogle 
county,  Illinois,  on  the  1 1th  of  March,  186'2,  his  parents  being  Thomas  Caldwell 
and  Elizabeth  C.  (Carnahan)  Pollock,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  former  born  in  1820.  They  passed  away  at  Ashton,  Lee  county,  Illinois,  where 
they  had  taken  up  their  abode  in  1867.  The  father's  demise  occurred  in  the  year 
1 881..  The  Pollocks  are  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  Richard  Pollock,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Scotland. 

Charles  E.  Pollock  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Ashton,  Illi- 
nois, and  subsequently  entered  the  Cliic;,go  College  of  Pharmncy,  from  which  he 
was   graduated   in    1883.     He   worked   in    a   drug  store   at   Ashton    for   three   years 
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and  in  1884  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  being  here  employed  in  a  drug  store 
for  two  years  aud  three  months.  On  the  1st  of  April,  1886,  he  opened  a  similar 
establishment  of  his  own  and  has  conducted  it  continuously  since,  carrying  a  com- 
plete line  of  drugs  and  druggists'  sundries  and  being  accorded  a  most  gratifying 
patronage. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  1887,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Pollock  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eva  R.  Hudson,  a  daughter  of  H.  J.  Hudson,  who  is 
deceased.     To  them  was  born  a  son,  Elmer  Hudson   Pollock,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Pollock  is  a  stanch  republican,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  Episcopal  church.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Knights  Templar  Mason  and  an 
Elk,  and  as  a  business  man  he  is  energetic,  competent  and  trustworthy  and  has 
won  tlie  respect  of  the  best  citizens  of  his  home  city. 


MAX    J.    THELEN. 


Alax  J.  Thelen,  conducting 
where  he  is  also  interested  in 
in  the  town  in  which  he  still  makes  hi 
Thelen,  of  wliom  mention  is  made  el 
sketch  of  their  son  Frank. 

The  early  life  of  Max  J.  Thele 
public  and  parochial  schools  of  Hi: 
began  learning  the  carpenter's  tradi 
efficiency  and  expertness  with  the  es 


is  as  a  contractor  and  builder  in  Humphrey, 
md  billiard  parlor,  was  born  April  1-2,  1888. 
home,  his  parents  being  Gustav  and  Josephine 
nvhere  in  this  volume  in  connection  with  the 


n  was  spent  in  his  parents"  home, 
mphrey  he  acquired  his  education 
',  which  he  has  since  followed, 
perience  that  years  have  brought  li 
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now  conducting  business  as  a  contractor  and  employ 
a  liberal  share  of  the  public  patronage  and  has  done  sor 
of  his  skill  being  found  in  the  buildings  which  he  has 
half  interest  in  a  pool  and  billiard  parlor  of  Humphrey  and 
firm  handles  cigars,  tobacco,  confectionery  and  ice  cream,  hi 
store  which  brings  to  them  a  liberal  and  well  merited  patro: 
Mr.  Thelen  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfa 
best  interests,  and  his  cooperation  can  be  counted  upon  to  fi: 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the   fire  department  of  Humph: 
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HERMAN  B.  MILLER. 


Honored  and  respected  by 
position  in  business  and  financi 
of  the  success  which  he  has 
business  policy  which  he  ha: 
Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank,  i 


all,  no  resident  of  Lindsay  occupies  a  more  enviable 
il  circles  than  Herman  B.  Miller,  not  alone  by  reason 
ccomplished,  but  also  owing  to  the  straightforward 
ever  followed.  He  is  now  the  president  of  the 
1  which  connection  he  is  maintaining  a  safe  yet  pro- 


gress 


:  policy  whereby  the  interests  of  depositors  ? 
of  the  bank  is  substantially  promoted. 


•efully 


larded  and  the 
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^Mr.  Miller  is  a  native  son  of  Nebraska,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Dodge 
county,  December  20,  1872,  his  parents  being  Wazlav  and  Margaret  (Pojar) 
Miller.  On  leaving  Bohemia,  his  native  land,  the  father  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
established  his  home  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  in  1865.  Four  years  later  he  came 
to  Nebraska,  settling  upon  a  farm  near  the  city  of  Dodge,  in  Dodge  count}',  where 
he  resided  until  1906,  devoting  his  time  and  energies  to  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  that  year  he  retired  and  removed  to  Dodge,  since  which  time  he  has 
enjoyed  a  rest  that  he  has  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves. 

Herman  B.  Miller  continued  upon  the  home  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  clerk  in  a  general  store  at  Dodge, 
where  he  was  employed  for  seven  years.  During  that  period  he  carefully  saved 
his  earnings  until  economy  and  industry  had  brought  him  a  sufficient  sum  to  enable 
him  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account.  He  then  established  a  restaurant, 
which  he  conducted  for  a  year,  when  he  purchased  a  hardware  and  implement  busi- 
ness at  Clarkson,  conducting  his  store  at  that  place  for  five  years.  After  selling 
out  there  he  went  to  Cache,  Oklahoma,  where  he  engaged  in  general  merchandising 
for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  his  store  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He  then 
removed  to  Lindsay,  where  he  bought  out  Mr.  Hau,  who  was  then  president  of 
the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank.  He  has  since  been  at  the  head  of  the  institution 
as  its  president  and  is  now  actively  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  a  successful  banking 
business.  His  establishment  is  liberally  patronized  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
safe  and   reliable  financial  institutions  of  the  county. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1912,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Miss  Cora  Clayton,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  Clayton,  of  Saline  county,  Illinois,  and  they  have  a  daugh- 
ter, Magdalene  Grace.  The  parents  adhere  to  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Miller 
is  a  charter  member  of  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  of  Dodge.  He  also  has 
membership  with  the  Catholic  Workmen  of  Clarkson  and  with  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  at  Humphrey  and  for  the  past  four  years  has  been  state  treasurer  for 
the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters,  to  which  position  he  was  reelected  in  June,  1915, 
for  a  three  years'  term.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  but  not  an  active  party 
worker.  He  never  neglects  his  duties  of  citizenship,  however,  and  for  the  past 
four  years  has  been  secretary  of  the  Lindsay  Commercial  Club,  in  which  connection 
he  is  putting  forth  earnest  and  effective  effort  for  the  advancement  of  the  best 
interests  of  his  city,  doing  everything  possible  to  promote  its  growth  and  upbuilding. 


WILLIAM   BARRETT,  Sr. 

William  Barrett.  Sr..  one  of  tlie  wealthy  farmers  of  Platte  county,  resides  on 
section  9,  Creston  towiislii]).  and  is  still  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
A  native  of  Irel.md.  Ik  was  born  in  Ulster,  February  12,  1838,  a  son  of  William 
and  Frances  A.  (Pringlt)  Barrett,  both  natives  of  that  country.  The  farm  which 
our  subject  owned  for  some  time  before  emigrating  to  America  was  in  the  family 
for  three  generations  and  both  his  father  and  grandfather  lived  thereon.  The 
father  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  passed  away  in  1870.  The  mother  died  in 
18i8. 

\^illiani  Barrett,  Sr.,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ireland  and   when  his   father 
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becaiiu-  too  old  to  look  after  the  operation  of  tile  farm  he  took  charge  of  the  Jilace. 
which  later  eaiiie  into  his  possession,  and  continued  to  eultivate  it  until  1880.  In 
tliat  year  he  eanie  to  America  and.  making  his  way  aeni^s  tile  country,  settled  in 
Kansas.  He  only  remained  there  a  short  time,  however,  and  his  next  location  was 
Platte  eouiity.  Nehraska.  where  he  bought  one  hniuhvd  and  sixty  acres  on  section 
9.  C'rrstoii  toHiisliip.  He  has  since  resided  upnii  that  tann  and  h.is  made  many 
improveiiieiits  tliereon.  He  is  energetic  and  eliieieiit,  and  from  time  to  time  has 
invested  in  more  land  until  he  now  owns  five  hundred  and  sixty  aer.  s  ,,f  .  xeellent 
land,  from  which  he  derives  a  handsome  income.  He  also  lias  otli,  .•  husiiiess 
interests,  as  he  owns  stock  in  both  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Creston  and 
the  Humphrey  Telephone  Company. 

Mr.  Barrett  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Miss  Margaret  Donaldson,  a  native  of 
that  country,  by  whom  be  bad  six  children,  namely:  Minnie  J.,  now  the  widow  of 
Daniel  H.  (iornian.  a  sketch  of  whom  a)5pears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  William, 
Jacob  and  .lobii.  all  farming  in  Creston  township;  Isabella,  who  is  employed  in  a 
store  in  Creston;  and  Albert,  who  is  operating  a  farm  belonging  to  his  father.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  Ireland  in  1878.  On  the  '20th  of  June,  1879, 
Mr.  Barrett  was  united  in  marriage  to  ISIiss  Rose  Anna  Megaw.  who  was  born 
in  Ireland  on  the  8th  of  April,  18,'50,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Porter) 
Megaw,  also  natives  of  the  Emerald  isle.  Her  f.;th.r,  who  devoted  bis  life  to 
farming,  died  in  Ireland  in  1872  and  was  survived  by  her  mother  until  1903. 
By  the  second  marriage  there  were  the  following  children:  Margaret  E.,  who  died 
in  1880;  Cassie  R.,  the  wife  of  Theodore  Wagner,  a  merchant  of  Creston;  Charles 
and  Robert,  both  of  whom  died  in  1884;  James,  who  is  farming  one  of  his  father's 
places;  and  Sarah  A.,  Francis   E.  and  Leonard  W.,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Barrett  is  a  republican  and  takes  the  interest  of  a  good  citizen  in  public 
affairs.  For  one  year  he  served  as  assessor  of  Creston  township.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Presbyterian  church  and  his  religious  faith  finds  expression  in  his  daily 
life.  He  has  gained  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  in  his  chosen  occupation  and 
has   also  won  the  high  regard  of  his  fellowmen. 


SAMUEL  T.  FLEMING. 

An  active  factor  in  banking  circles  is  Samuel  T.  Fleming,  president  of  the 
Citizens  State  Bank  at  Creston.  He  was  born  in  Forest  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
August,  1855,  a  son  of  John  and  Ruth  (Thompson)  Fleming,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York  respectively.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  .nennation 
and  engaged  in  following  that  pursuit  in  the  Keystone  state  until  his  death,  wliich 
occurred  in   1860.     His  wife  survived  him  until   1868. 

Samuel  T.  Fleming  spent  the  major  part  of  his  youth  i 
went  to  live  with  relatives  after  his  parents'  death.  After 
tion  he  went  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Ringgold  county,  driving  tl 
in  1876.  He  there  purchased  land  and  carried  on  farming  u 
his  interests  in  that  state  and' drove  seventy-five  head  of  c 
county,  Nebraska.  Here  he  invested  in  two  hundred  aci 
township,   which  he   improved   and   cultivated   for   four   year 
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time  the  town  of  Creston  was  established  and  he  took  up  his  abode  in  the  village 
and  founded  what  was  known  as  the  Bank  of  Creston,  which  was  later  sold  and 
finally  suspended  business.  In  1903  he  established  the  Citizens  State  Bank,  which 
is  capitalized  for  thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  has  a  surplus  of  five  thousand  dollars 
and  undivided  profits  of  two  thousand  dollars.  Its  deposits  amount  to  two  hundred 
and  twenty-eiglit  thousand  dollars,  and  the  business  from  tlie  beginning  has  been  a 
paying  one.  The  bank  was  started  twelve  years  ago  with  a  capital  of  six  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  earnings  have  brought  the  capital  up  to  the  present  amount — thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  The  officers  of  the  company  are:  Samuel  T.  Fleming,  presi- 
dent; E.  T.  Graham,  vice  president;  and  H.  W.  Luedtke,  cashier. 

In  ]\Iarch,  ]88!2,  Mr.  Fleming  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lena  Zeller,  a 
daugliler  of  Anthony  and  Monica  (Wolf)  Zeller,  natives  of  Germany,  whence  they 
came  to  America  with  their  parents  in  childhood  days.  The  father  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  in  1886,  removing  to  tliis  state  from  Jones  county, 
Iowa.  For  some  time  he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  but  is  now 
living  retired  and  makes  his  home  in  Creston,  as  does  his  wife.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Flcnring  have  brcouu-  llie  ].arcnts  of  three  children:  Oliver,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 27,   1891.;  and   I'raiik  aiul    I'lora,  twins,  born  in  March,   1901. 

Mr.  Fleming  \otts  with  the  republican  i)arty  and  has  served  as  township  treas- 
urer of  Creston  for  twenty  years.  For  several  terms  he  has  been  on  its  town 
board  and  lias  also  served  on  the  school  board.  He  stands  for  progress  and  im- 
provement in  everything  connected  with  civic  affairs  and  has  supported  many  causes 
and  interests  which  are  a  matter  of  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  guiding  principles  of  his  life  are 
found  in  his  membership  in  the  IMethodist  church.  He  has  many  sterling  traits  of 
character  and  in  every  relation  his  life  conforms  to  high  standards,  for  his  princi- 
ples are  those  wliicli  in  every  land  and  clime  awaken  confidence  and  regard. 


JOSEPH    KURTENBACH. 

Joseph  Kurtenbach,  who  is  farming  on  section  14,  St.  Bernard  townsliip,  is  a 
native  of  Prussia,  Germany.  He  was  born  March  19,  ISSti,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
Kurt.  111. .uh.  .ilso  n  native  of  Germany  and  a  carpenter  by  trade.  On  the  8th  of 
.laiinary.  KSSI.  the  suliject  of  this  review  arrived  in  America  with  his  brother, 
William  Kurtdil  aeh,  Jr.,  and  they  made  their  way  to  La  Salle  county,  Illinois, 
where  for  several  years  Joseph  Kurtenbach  worked  on  farms.  In  1885  he  came 
to  Platte  county  and  for  about  a  year  was  eiujiloycd  at  Humphrey  and  Cornlea. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  had  accumulated  si'tKcicnt  capital  to  enable  him  to  rent 
land  and  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account.  For  tlie  first  year  or  so,  however, 
he  was  in  straitened  circumstances  and  as  lie  only  had  enough  money  to  buy  one 
horse  he  had  to  borrow  a  horse  and  thus  he  secured  a  team  with  which  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  farm.  He  eontiiuud  on  that  f.irni  for  five  years  and  then  removed 
to  anotlur  farm.  ii|H.n  whidi  l,,-  rnnaiiird  f„r  lliiv,  years.  He  oj.rrated  rented 
land  until  ISO.'!,  when  lie  ].in-.-lias.(l  our  li-mdrrd  and  twenty  acres  of  his  present 
farm,  paying  therefor  twenty  dollars  per  acre.  He  operated  that  i)lace  during  the 
years    1894.  and    1895   and  then  removed  to  a   farm  near  Lindsay,  but  in    1897   he 
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returned  to  his  farm  in  St.  Bernard  township  and  has  since  remained  there.  He 
has  purchased  additional  land  and  his  farm  now  comprises  three  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  and  is  one  of  the  valuable  and  well  improved  properties  of  the  town- 
ship. He  has  erected  a  beautiful  residence  and  a  good  barn  and  outbuildings,  and 
in  his  work  he  uses  improved  machinery  and  follows  up-to-date  methods.  As  is 
hut  natural,  he  receives  a  good  income  from  his  land  and  is  one  of  tiie  substantial 
farmers  of  his  district. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1888,  Mr.  Kurtenbach  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Katie  Schacher,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Helen  Schacher,  who  were  early  settlers 
of  Platte  county,  removing  lure  from  Illinois.  :\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Kurtenbach  have 
nine  children,  namely:  Helena,  the  wife  of  .Tosepli  Dietrich,  of  Granville  town- 
ship; William,  who  married  M;iry  Di.tricli.  of  St.  H.rnard  townshi].;  and  Joseph, 
Elizabeth.   Kathcrinc.   Mary.    .M;.til,la.    Kdward   and    .Vnthony.   :i\\    at   home. 

Mr.  Kurtenbach  is  a  democrat  and  is  now  serving  as  school  treasurer.  His 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  to  the  support  of  which  he  contributes. 
He  has  thoroughly  identified  himself  with  the  interests  of  his  adopted  county  and 
manifests  a  commendable  public  sjiirit.  His  many  good  qualites  have  gained  him 
the  respect  of  those  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him.  and  his  personal   friends 


OSCAR  A.  WINDOLPH. 

Oscar  A.  Windolph,  senior  p.irtner  in  the  Windolph-Hecker  Drug  Company  of 
Humphrey,  was  born  at  Grand  Island.  Nebraska,  in  Jime,  1882,  a  .son  of  John  and 
Kate  (Kellner)  AA'indolph.  who  were  natives  of  Saxony,  Germany.  The  parents 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1870.  landing  at  New  York,  whence  they  made  their 
way  across  the  country  to  Grand  Island,  Nebraska.  The  father  occupied  the 
position  of  dye  master  in  a  dye  works  in  his  native  "land,  but  on  coming  to  the 
new  world  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  cultivating  a  rented  farm 
le  carefully  saved  his  earnings  and  with  the 
in  Hall  county,  to  which  he  devoted  his  time 
ling  days,   his   death   occurring  in    1882.      His 

)uthful  days  in  Grand  Island  and  is  indebted 
to  its  parochial  and  public  schools  for  the  educational  advantages  he  enjoyed  aside 
from  a  commercial  course.  He  was  less  than  a  year  old  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  demise.  When  his  education  was  completed  he  took  up  the  profession  of 
teaching,  which  he  followed  for  five  years,  and  soon  afterward  he  became  editor 
of  a  German  newspaper  in  Grand  Island,  which  he  conducted  for  three  years.  He 
later  on  entered  the  Creighton  College  of  Pharmacy  at  Omaha  and  on  the  comple- 
tion of  his  course  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1912.  He  immediately  sought 
employment  .iloiig  that  line  and  worked  in  drug  stores  in  various  places  for  a 
year  or  more.  aft(  r  which  he  came  to  Humphrey  and  purchased  the  drug  store 
which  he  has  since  conducted.  In  May,  1915,  he  admitted  Joseph  Hecker  to  a 
partnership  under  the  firm  style  of  the  Windolph-Hecker  Drug  Company,  and 
they  are  now  the  owners  of  one  of  the  leading  mercantile  enterprises  of  their  city. 


for   fi- 

ve 

rs. 

During  that 

tin 

money 

'  th 

us 

acqu 

lired  bought  a 

;    h 

and   a 

tter 

itio 

n    th 

roughout   his 

rci 

widoA^ 

'  sti 

ill  ; 

survi 

ves. 

05 

.car 

A 

.   Wi 

ndnlph  spent 

hi! 

318  PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

Their  liberal  patronage  is  well  deserved,  and  thej^  have  guided  their  business  on 
the   principle  that   "satisfifd  customers   are  the  best  advertisement." 

In  May,  i9V2.  Mr.  WiM,'..,!],!,  was  iiiarrinl  to  Miss  Agnes  Burkhard,  a  daughter 
of  Frank  and  Geiuvicvr  I5urkhard.  the  tonii.r  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  latter 
of  Poland.  In  early  life  tliey  came  to  America,  settling  in  New  York,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  business  as  a  cement  contractor.  Finally  he  removed  to  Grand 
Island,  Nebraska,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his  life's  labors  being  ended 
in  death  in  1910.     His  widow  still  survives. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Windolph  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Rita  G., 
born  May,  1913;  and  Norberta,  whose  birth  occurred  in  August,  IQli.  They  hold 
membership  in  the  Catholic  church  and  ^Ir.  Windolph  is  financial  secretary  of  the 
Knights  of  Colunibus,  lia\  iiii;-  been  instrumental  in  organizing  the  lodge  at  Hum- 
phrey. He  also  lias  inemluiship  with  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  he  gives  his 
political  indorsement  to  tlie  democratic  party.  Ambition  and  energy  have  pointed 
out  to  him  the  way  to  success,  and  persistency  of  purpose  keeps  him  in  the  path 
that  leads  to   further  prosperity. 


WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  McALLISTER. 

William  Alexander  McAllister,  a  leading  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Colum- 
bus, was  here  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  for  about  three  decades  and 
has  also  represented  his  district  in  the  state  senate.  His  birth  occurred  in  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1847,  his  parents  being  James  and  Mary  (Carson) 
McAllister,  the  former  a  native  of  Scotland  and  the  latter  of  northern  Ireland. 
James  McAllister,  born  in  1815.  followed  the  sea  in  early  manhood,  crossing  the 
Atlantic  from  England  twenty-one  times.  In  1849  he  brought  his  family  to  the 
United  States,  locating  first  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  a  year  later  in.  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  for  eight  years.  Subsequently  he  spent  two  years 
in  Genoa,  Nance  county,  Nebraska,  and  then  took  up  his  abode  on  a  farm  in  Platte 
county,  now  Colfax  county,  this  state.  In  1872  he  established  his  home  in  Colum- 
bus, passing  away  in  this  city  in  1897,  while  his  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
in  1895.  In  this  country  he  had  devoted  his  attention  to  general  agricultural 
pursuits  from  1849  until  1872  and  in  the  latter  year  became  proprietor  of  a  grocery 
store  in  Columbus  which  he  conducted  successfully  until  1890,  when  he  retired  from 
business.  He  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  Platte  county  for  twenty 
years  and  made  an  excellent  record  in  that  capacity.  His  demise,  which  occurred 
when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and 
widespread  regret.  John  McAllister,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Scotland  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  with  his  family  about  1849, 
here  making  his  home  with  a  daughter  and  passing  away  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
in  1854. 

William  A.  McAllister  was  brought'to  the  United  States  by  bis  parents  when 
but  two  years  of  age  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa.  In  1862,  when  a  youth  of  fifteen  years,  lie  enlisted  for  nine  months' 
service  as  a  private  of  Company  B,  Second  Nebraska  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  for 
about  ten   months   was   engaged  in   active  duty   between   Omaha   and   Fort   Kearney 
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in  the  warfare  against  the  Indians.  In  IST-J  lie  entered  the  University  of  Nebraska 
at  Lincoln,  being  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1877.  He  next  spent  two  and 
one-half  years  in  post-graduate  work  in  Europe  and  there  learned  the  German 
language.  On  returning  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and 
in  1882  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  practicing  his  profession  until  1911  or  for  a  period 
of  twenty-nine  years.  He  won  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  successful  and  learned 
member  of  the  bar  and  an  extensive  and  gratifying  clientage  was  accorded  him. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1885,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  McAllister  was  joined 
in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Coalter,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (^Cameron) 
Coalter.  The  latter,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  related  to  the  Simon  Cameron 
family  of  that  state.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  McAllister  have  three  children,  as  follows: 
Donald  Cameron,  born  in  1888,  who  married  Miss  Clarice  Heintze  and  has  two 
children,  William  Cameron  and  Donald  Coalter ;  Janet  Claire,  wbo  acts  as  assistant 
postmaster  in  Columbus,  Nebraska;  and  Helen  E. 

Mr.  McAllister  has  always  been  a  stanch  republican  in  his  political  views  and 
in  1882  was  honored  by  election  to  the  Nebraska  legislature,  in  which  he  served 
during  one  terra  of  two  years.  In  1884  he  was  sent  to  the  state  senate  and  in  that 
body  also  served  for  a  two-year  term  and  made  a  most  commendable  record,  ably 
furthering  the  interests  of  his  constituents.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Columbus,  Nebraska,  by  President  Taft  in  February,  1911,  and  held  the  position 
until  his  retirement  on  the  7th  of  April,  1915.  In  addition  to  his  connection  with 
Indian  warfare  his  military  record  covers  service  as  a  member  of  Company  K, 
First  Regiment  of  the  Nebraska  National  Guard,  which  on  two  occasions  was  called 
out  to  quell  strike  riots  in  Omaha.  Mr.  McAllister  is  past  commander  of  Baker 
Post,  No.  9,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Columbus,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternity.  His  life  record  is  inseparably  interwoven  with  the  annals  of  Platte 
county  and  no  history  of  this  part  of  the  state  would  be  complete  without  extended 
mention  of  him. 


CHARLES    ALFRED    PETERSON. 

Charles  Alfred  Peterson  is  one  of  the  excellent  citizens  that  Sweden  has  given 
to  Platte  county.  Although  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  still  owns  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  this  county  and  has  a  half 
interest  in  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  more,  he  is  now  devoting  almost  his 
entire  attention  to  his  duties  as  supervisor  and  has  done  unusually  effective  work 
in  that  office.  He  was  born  in  Oland,  Kalmar  Lan,  Sweden,  a  son  of  Jonas  and 
Johanna  Peterson,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  April,  1911,  while  the  latter  is  still 
living  and  makes  her  home  with  the  subject  of  this  review.  In  1880  the  family 
emigrated  to  America  and  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year  arrived  in  Columbus, 
Nebraska.  Not  long  afterward  they  settled  upon  a  quarter  section  of  land  in 
Walker   township,   Platte   county,   for   which   they   paid   one   thousand   dollars. 

Charles  Alfred  Peterson  is  the  only  son  of  his  parents  but  has  a  sister,  Hilda, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  John  Hagland.  He  assisted  with  the  work  of  the  farm  in  his 
boyhood  and  long  before  he  became  of  age  he  had  taken  charge  of  the  home  place 
and  on  his  marriage,  in  1898,  he  purchased  eighty  acres,  for  which  he- paid  eighteen 
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hundred  dollars.  In  1907  lie  purchased  another  quarter  section,  paying  therefor 
fifty-tive  dollars  per  acre,  and  this  with  the  home  place  makes  four  hundred  acres 
■which  he  owns.  He  also  has  a  half  interest  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre's  on 
sections  16  and  22,  Walker  township.  For  a  number  of  years  he  operated  his 
farms  and  in  connection  with  general  farming  raised  full  blooded  Aberdeen-Angus 
cattle  and  Berkshire  hogs.  In  1912  he  retired  from  the  active  work  of  the  farm 
and  sold  all  of  his  stock.  His  land  is  now  cultivated  by  tenants.  He  is  connected 
with  a  number  of  local  business  concerns,  holding  stock  in  the  Farmers  Elevator 
Association  at  Lindsay,  the  Farmers  Union  Store  at  Newman  Grove,  the  Monroe 
Independent  Telephone  Company  of  Monroe,  of  which  he  was  formerly  a  director, 
the  Scandia  Mutual  Fire  &  Lightning  Insurance  Company  and  the  Farmers  Insur- 
ance Company,  of  which  he  has  been  secretary  since   1905. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  married  on  the  11th  of  September,  1898,  to  Miss  Olive 
Anderson,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Enor  and  Pauline.  He  is  a  stalwart 
republican  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  politics  since  attaining  his  majority. 
For  six  years  he  served  as  township  assessor,  for  over  fifteen  years  was  treasurer 
of  the  township  board,  from  1908  until  1910  held  the  office  of  county  supervisor, 
and  in  1914  was  again  elected  to  that  office  for  a  term  of  four  years.  He  has  de- 
voted the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  the  work  devolving  upon  him  in  that  capacity 
and  his  district,  comprising  the  townships  of  St.  Bernard  and  Walker,  shows  the 
result  of  his  work  and  oversight  in  good  roads  and  well  kept  bridges.  Whenever 
called  to  public  office  he  has  given  the  same  careful  thought  and  strict  attention  to 
the  conduct  of  the  office  that  he  has  to  the  management  of  his  own  personal  under- 
takings. In  1913  he  erected  a  fine  modern  home  and  is  now  enjoying  all  of  the 
comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  which  he  has  won  by  many  years  of 
well  directed  labor.  He  is  widely  known  throughout  the  county  and  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  and  regard  by  all  who  have  been  brought  into  contact  with  him. 


LOUIS   J.   ROZMARIN. 

Louis  J.  RozDiarin  is  an  enterprising  young  business  man,  watchful  of  oppor- 
tunities pointing  to  success,  aiul  by  reason  of  this  quality  he  has  worked  his  way 
u]iu.-ir.l  to  the  responsilile  ].<,sili,.ii  ,,1  manager  at  Tarnov  for  the  T.  B.  Hord  Ele- 
vator Company.  lie  was  l.nni  .\lareli  19.  1888,  in  Clarkson,  Nebraska,  a  son  of 
Frank  and  Fannie  (Novoli>y  )  liozmavin.  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Bohemia. 
The  father  directed  his  attention  to  mercantile  lines  in  early  life  but  afterward 
became  a  farmer.  Seeking  the  opportiniities  of  the  new  world,  he  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic and  settled  at  Stanton,  Nebraska,  where  he  engaged  in  the  saloon  business  but 
subsequently  resumed  general  agricultural  pursuits.  He  bought  land  which  he 
tilled  for  a  time  and  then  sold.  Later  he  removed  to  Clarkson,  where  he  opened  a 
general  mercantile  store  which  he  conducted  for  several  years.  He  then  removed 
to  a  farm  a  mile  from  Clarkson,  upon  which  he  was  living  at  the  lime  of  liis  death, 
which  occurred  in  1903,  resulting  from  a  runaway  accident  on  the  home  place. 
His  wife  still  survives  and  yet  remains  on  the  old  homestead. 

Louis  J.  Rozmarin  attended  the  common  school  at  Clarkson  and  afterward  pur- 
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sued  a  course  of  study  in  the  Omaha  Commercial  College.  When  twenty  years  of 
age  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  entering  the  emjiloy  of  the 
Nye,  Schneider  &  Fowler  Company  of  Clarkson,  dealers  in  grain  and  lumber,  with 
whom  he  continued  for  five  years.  In  3915  he  came  to  Tarnov  as  local  manager  for 
the  T.  B.  Hord  Company  and  in  this  connection  is  engaoed  in  buying  and  selling 
grain  and  also  in  the  sale  of  coal,  lumber,  cement  and  hardware."  He  c.ntrols  a 
good  business  and  is  proving  capable  and  faithful  in  the  conduct  of  the  enterprise. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1912,  Mr.  Rozmarin  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Marie  Brihacek,  a  daughter  of  Frank  and  Barbara  (Klima)  Brihacek,  both  of  wliom 
were  natives  of  Bohemia.  The  father,  who  was  for  years  a  successful  farmer  of 
Colfax  county,  Nebraska,  is  now  deceased,  but  the  mother  still  survives  and  makes 
her  home  in  Howell,  this  state.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a  son,  Marian,  who 
was  born  on  the  10th  of  August,  1915. 

Mr.  Rozmarin  votes  with  the  republican  party  and  sees  in  its  principles  the 
best  elements  of  good  government.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
church  at  Howell.  !Mr.  Rozmarin  devotes  his  entire  time  to  his  elevator  business 
and  kindred  industries  and  enjoys  a  big  trade  in  the  various  lines  he  handles.  He 
is  justly  accounted  one  of  the  progressive  young  business  men  of  Tarnov  and  has 
gained  the  goodwill  and  warm  regard  of  many  with  whom  he  has  there  come  in 
contact. 


JOHN  WH.LIAM   RAMAEKERS. 

John  William  Ramaekers  is  one  of  the  large  landowners  of  Platte  county,  hold- 
ing title  to  eight  hundred  acres  of  excellent  land.  He  was  born  in  Limburg,  Hol- 
land, December  16,  1861,  a  son  of  John  Gottfried  and  Kathrine  (Schukens) 
Ramaekers.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  Our  subject  is  the  oldest  in  a 
family  of  ten  children  and  has  one  sister  living  in  Platte  county,  Mrs.  Jacob  Borer. 
Coming  to  America,  the  family  located  in  St.  Bernard  township,  this  county  in  1879, 
and  the  father  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  7.  paying  there- 
for six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  As  the  place  had  no  buildings,  it  was  necessary 
to  erect  a  residence  and  the  lumber  for  this  purpose  was  hauled  from  Columbus. 
As  tile  father  never  did  much  of  the  farm  work,  our  subject  from  early  boyhood 
had  charge  of  the  operation  of  the  farm.  Both  parents  are  now  deceased,  the  father's 
death  occurring  in  January,  1909,  and  that  of  the  mother  in  1881. 

John  W.  Ramaekers  has  devoted  his  entire  life  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  lias 
gained  an  enviable  measure  of  prosperity.  From  time  to  time,  as  his  capital  has 
increased,  he  has  purchased  land  and  now  owns  eight  hundred  acres,  or  five  quar- 
ter sections,  as  follows:  one  on  section  7,  his  home  place;  one  on  section  6  and  one 
on  section  5,  St.  Bernard  township ;  and  two  in  W^alker  township,  both  of  which 
he  rents.  The  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  5,  St.  Bernard  township,  is 
farmed  by  his  son  Fred.  As  before  stated,  his  father  paid  six  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  for  the  quarter  section  which  he  purchased  and  some  idea  of  tlie  rapid  rise 
in  land  values  in  this  county  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  our  subject  paid 
thirteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  second  quarter  section  which  came  into  his  posses- 
sion and  ninety-two  hundred  dollars  for  the  third,  while  for  the  two  tracts  in  Wal- 
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ker  township  lie  paid  forty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  and  sixty-five  dollars  per  acre 
respectively.  He  specializes  in  the  raising  of  high  grade  shorthorn  and  Hereford 
cattle  and  Duroc  Jersey  hogs  and  derives  a  good  profit  from  the  sale  of  his  stock. 
All  of  his  affairs  are  well  managed,  and  everything  which  he  undertakes  is  carried 
forward  to  successful  completion,  and  as  the  result  of  his  energy  and  business  sagac- 
ity he  has  gained  an  unusual  measure  of  success.  His  farm  is  excellently  improved 
in  every  particular,  and  he  takes  great  pride  in  his  orchard  of  various  kinds  of 
fruit  which  covers  about  four  acres.  In  addition  to  his  land  he  owns  stock  in  the 
Farmers  Elevator  Association  and  the  Farmers   Union  Store,  both  of  Lindsay. 

Mr.  Ramaekers  was  married  in  1885,  to  Miss  Katie  Adams,  who  died  two  years 
later,  leaving  a  son,  Fred,  who  married  Miss  Gertrude  Smith  and  is  operating  a 
quarter  section  of  land  on  section  5,  St.  Bernard  township,  belonging  to  his  father. 
Mr.  Ramaekers  was  again  married  on  the  17th  of  April,  1888,  ]Miss  Isabella  Crem- 
ers  becoming  his  wife.  Her  father,  Chris  Cremers,  was  an  early  settler  of  St. 
Bernard  township.  To  the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Ramaekers  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Gertrude,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Hermann,  of  St.  Bernard  township; 
Chris,  at  home;  Katie,  who  married  Henry  Schaecher;  and  Mary,  Theodore,  Susan, 
Francis,  Bernard,  Harry,  Hattie,  Isabella  and  Josie,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Ramaekers  is  a  democrat  and  for  ten  years  has  acceptably  served  as  road 
supervisor.  He  takes  a  keen  interest  in  everything  affecting  the  public  welfare  and 
places  the  general  good  above  personal  advancement.  He  is  not  only  respected 
because  of  the  ability  that  has  made  possible  his  success  but  also  honored  because 
of  the  uprightness  of  his  business  methods. 


DANIEL  CHARLES  KAVANAUGH. 

Daniel  Charles  Kavanaugh,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  business  in  Colum- 
bus as  a  dealer  in  wall  paper  and  paints,  has  been  a  resident  of  Platte  county  for 
the  past  four  decades  and  lias  held  the  office  of  sheriff  for  six  terms.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1857,  his  parents  being 
Edward  C.  and  Catharine  (Holland)  Kavanaugh,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Ireland.  The  father,  born  in  County  Tipperary  in  1833,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  located  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
was  married.  In  1868  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Fremont,  Dodge  county,  Nebraska, 
and  two  years  later  came  to  Columbus,  where  his  demise  occurred  in  1879.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  in  the  year  1895.  Daniel  Kavanaugh, 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  died  in  Ireland. 

Daniel  C.  Kavanaugh  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city  and  also  attended  the  Sjicmrrian  Business  College  of  Milwaukee,  but  did  not 
graduate  therefrom.  In  LST".  h.  (.iine  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  and 'here  worked 
at  the  painter's  trade  until  tlu  ^]}ring  of  1880,  when  he  took  up  his  abode  on  a 
farm  in  this  county.  In  the  fall  of  18S0  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Platte  county, 
making  such  a  creditable  record  in  this  capacity  that  he  was  twice  reelected  and 
served  for  three  consecutive  terms  or  from  1881  until  1887.  He  then  served  for 
a  year  as  deputy  internal  revenue  collector  under  President  Cleveland  and  on  retir- 
ina  from  the  office  embarked  in  the  insurance  business.     In  the  fall  of  1890  he  was 
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once  more  elected  sheriff  and  again  served  for  three  consecutive  terms  or  until 
1896.  He  proved  a  capable  and  conscientious  incumbent,  discharging  his  duties 
without  fear  or  favor  and  maintaining  peace  and  order  in  such  a  way  as  to  gain 
the  respect  and  support  of  all  law-abiding  citizens.  In  1896  Mr.  Kavanaugh  again 
became  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  and  continued  therein  until  190^,  when 
he  became  the  proprietor  of  his  present  establishment  and  is  now  accorded  an 
extensive  and  gratifying  patronage  as  a  dealer  in  paints  and  wall  paper. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1878,  in  Grand  Prairie,  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  Mr. 
Kavanaugh  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bridget  Gentleman,  her  father  being 
William  Gentleman,  a  native  of  Ireland.  To  them  have  been  bom  the  following 
children:  Edith  Catharine,  who  passed  away  in  1895  when  seventeen  years  of 
age;  Edward  C,  who  was  born  in  1886;  Eileen  Patricia,  who  died  in  1914  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years;  William  Gerald,  who  passed  away  in  1897  at  the  age 
of  three  years ;  and  IMary  Marie  Paul,  at  home. 

:Mr.  Kavanaugh  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  democracy.  As  above  stated,  he  has  held  the  office  of  sheriff  for 
six  terms  and  in  1880  acted  as  assessor  of  Columbus  township,  this  county.  From 
1896  until  1898  he  served  as  commissary  sergeant  of  Company  K  of  the  First 
Regiment.  He  belongs  to  the  Catholic  church  and  has  fraternal  relations  with  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Mr. 
Kavanaugh  has  ever  been  an  honorable  and  upright  man,  and  his  well  spent  life 
has  commanded  for  him  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 


JOHN  WILLIAM  SVOBODA. 

John  William  Svoboda,  cashier  of  the  Lindsay  State  Bank  and  therefore  a  well 
known  figure  in  the  business  circles  of  his  part  of  the  county,  was  born  in  Colfax 
county,  Nebraska,  in  1876,  his  parents  being  Joseph  and  Mary  Svoboda.  The 
father  is  now  living  retired  at  Howell,  Colfax  county,  and  has  reached  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years.  He  came  from  Bohemia  in  the  spring  of  1874  and  made 
his  way  direct  to  Colfax  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  took  up  a  homestead  and 
for  many  years  engaged  in  farming,  and  now  in  the  evening  of  his  days  he  is  en- 
joying a  well  earned  rest. 

John  W.  Svoboda  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  six  children.  He  acquired  a 
common-school  education  in  the  county  of  his  nativity  and  when  not  busy  with  his 
textbooks  worked  in  the  fields  upon  his  father's  farm.  He  was  thus  engaged  until 
1901,  when  he  and  his  brothers  organized  the  Abie  State  Bank  at  Abie,  Nebraska. 
At  the  same  time  the  brothers  organized  the  Abie  Milling  Company  and  John  W. 
Svoboda  occupied  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  bank  and  also  spent  consider- 
able time  as  salesman  for  the  milling  company.  He  was  afterward  appointed  as- 
sistant cashier  of  the  bank  and  in  January,  1911,  when  his  brother,  Joseph  Svoboda, 
was  appointed  state  bank  examiner,  Mr.  Svoboda  of  this  review  was  advanced 
to  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  bank,  in  which  connection  he  continued  until  May, 
1912.  At  that  date  he  and  his  brother  secured  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Lind- 
say State  Bank,  of  which  Mr.  Svoboda  has  since  been  the  cashier.  In  the  year 
191.5   they   erected   a  large  building  of  stone   and   brick,  supplied   with  all  modern 
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r  the  conduct  of  the  banking  business.  The  building  would  be  a 
credit  to  a  town  of  much  larger  size.  The  bank  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition 
and  its  business  is  constantly  increasing.  In  May,  1912,  its  deposits  amounted 
to  eighty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars  and  on  the  20th 
of  August,  1915,  the  bank  liad  over  two  hundred  and  six  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ten  dollars  on  deposit.  This  increase  is  due  to  the  courteous  treatment  of 
patrons,  liberal  loans  to  farmers  during  hard  times  and  a  safe  but  progressive  busi- 
ness policy.  Mr.  Svoboda  still  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  St. 
Bernard  townsliip  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  his  part  of 
the  county. 

On  the  22d  of  .January,  1901,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Svoboda  and 
Miss  Barbara  Marik,  a  daughter  of  Anton  Marik,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Colfax 
county,  who  came  from  Bohemia  and  established  his  home  in  Nebraska  in  early 
life.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Svoboda,  Lillian,  Adolph, 
Lumir  and  Ernest. 

Li  his  political  views  Mr.  Svoboda  has  long  been  a  democrat  but  is  not  an  active 
party  worker.  He  belongs  to  the  Holy  Name  Catholic  church  and  to  the  Lindsay 
Commercial  Club,  cooperating  in  all  the  movements  of  the  latter  organization  to 
advance  the  material  welfare  of  the  community  and  extend  its  business  connections. 
He  is  a  progressive  man,  wide-awake  and  enterprising,  and  all  who  know  him  speak 
of  liira  in  terms  of  high  and  enduring  regard,  appreciating  his  uniform  courtesy 
and  his  sterling  worth. 


JAMES  L.  BROWN. 

Among  Creston's  representative  citizens  is  numbered  James  L.  Bro^vii,  who 
is  now  living  retired.  For  a  long  period  he  was  the  popul.ir  ami  i  ffieient  postmaster 
of  Crcston,  and  his  public  and  private  record  is  above  suspieioii  .ind  re  jiroacli.  He 
was  born  in  Leavenworth,  Indiana,  April  26,  1846,  and  i-,  a  ^<m  ot  Bryant  and 
Delilah  (Carnes)  Brown,  wlio  wrr,'  ...Iso  natives  of  the  Hoosier  state.  The  father 
engaged  in  farming  for  ,\  'inmlK  r  .it  years  in  Indiana  and  in  1853  removed  with 
his  family  to  Illinois,  wluir  he  ciniril  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  until  1858. 
He  then  became  a  resident  of  K.Misas,  where  he  followed  farming  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Indiana  and  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  enlisted 
as  a  member  of  Company  H,  Forty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  with  which  he  served 
for  two  and  a  half  years.  In  1865  he  went  to  Marion  county,  Iowa,  where  he  pur- 
chased land,  which  he  owned  and  cultivated  for  a  decade.  On  disposing  of  that 
property  he  came  to  Nebraska  but  after  a  year  removed  to  Kansas  in  1876  and 
there  engaged  in  f;iruiiug  until  1880.  He  then  returned  to  low.i.  where  he  carried 
on  geiur.il  f.iniiiiig  until  liK)7,  when  he  retired  from  aeti\e  business  life  and  re- 
moved to  the  state  of  Washington,  where  he  .spent  his  remaining  days  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  well  earned  rest,  iiis  death  occurring  in  1910.  For  four  years  he  had 
survived  his  wife,  who  died  in  Col.n-ado  in   1906. 

parents  until  he  reached   the  age  of  seventeen  years.     He  then   put  aside  all  jjcr- 
sonal  considerations  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  his  country  and,  like  his  father,  demon- 
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strated  his  loyalty  at  the  front,  enlisting  in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  Indiana  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  for  fifteen  months.  He  returned  to 
Indiana,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  nine  months,  after  which  he 
again  went  to  Iowa,  renting  land  in  Marion  county.  He  operated  that  farm  from 
1866  until  1876  and  then  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  secured  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Humphrej'  township.  He  at  once  set  about 
improving  the  property  and  bent  his  energies  to  its  further  cultivation  arid  develop- 
ment until  1884,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Creston,  investing  in  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  adjoining  the  town  of  Creston,  on  section  18,  Creston  township. 
He  cultivated  that  place  until  1886,  when  he  sold  all  but  forty  acres,  and  later  he 
also  disposed  of  that  tract,  save  the  two  acres  upon  which  he  now  resides.  He 
rented  some  land,  liowever,  but  abandoned  farming  in  1905,  when  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Creston,  in  which  position  he  capably  served  for  nine  years  and  nine 
months,  when  he  retired  from  the  office  as  he  had  entered  it — with  the  confidence 
and  goodwill  of  all  concerned.  He  has  since  engaged  in  no  business  and  is  enjoy- 
ing a  well  earned  rest. 

On  Christmas  day  of  1879  Mr.  Brovvn  was  man-i,  d  tn  Mi^s  Martha  I..  MeXeill, 
a  daughter  of  Orin  and  Eliza  (Darrow)  McNeill,  iiativ.s  of  Ohio.  Tiir  f  itlirr.  who 
carried  on  farming  as  a  life  work,  went  to  Iowa  at  an  early  d.iy.  arriving  there 
about  1816.  The  state  was  then  a  pioneer  district,  and  he  entered  land  and  farmed 
in  Lee  county  until  18.58,  when  he  removed  to  Marion  county,  Iowa,  where  he  car- 
ried on  general  farming  until  his  death  in  1870.  His  wife  survived  until  1879, 
when  she,  too,  passed  to  the  home  be3'ond. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children:  Etta,  the  wife  of 
Fred  Davis,  who  resides  at  Creston;  Effie,  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Eearss,  living  in  Cres- 
ton township;  Cora,  the  wife  of  F.  P.  Sorrick,  a  farnur  of  Cr.ston  township;  Perry, 
who  was  accidentally  killed  March  K  1908;  Stella,  the  wife  of  R.  D.  Jackson,  re- 
siding in  Madison  county,  Nebraska;  Elmer,  living  in  ihe  state  of  Washington; 
Nellie  and  Edgar,  at  home;  ^Muriel,  a  trained  nurse  living  in  Omaha;  and  Newton 
and  Orin,  twins,  who  died  in  infancy. 

]\Ir.  Brown  holds  membership  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and 
the  Degree  of  Honor,  and  he  .still  maintains  pleasant  relations  witli  his  army  com- 
rades as  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repuhlie.  In  |.olities  he  is  a  repub- 
lican, and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  stands  as  a  high 
type  of  American  manhood  and  chivalry,  loyal  to  the  best  interests  of  his  eommu- 
nitv,  faitliful  to  his  friends,  devoted  to  his  family  and  devout  in  his  church  relations. 


EMIL    POHL. 


Emil  Pohl  was  a  well  known  citizen  of  Platte  county,  where  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  187'2,  and  through  the  intervening  period  until  his  death  was  closely  asso- 
ciated with  business  interests  and  the  public  life  of  the  community,  and  in  every 
connection  displayed  sterling  traits  of  character  which  firmly  established  him  in 
the  high  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  March  24,  1833, 
and  attended  Catholic  schools  of  that  country  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  when  he  joined  the  German  army  as  a  musician.     He  acted  as  band  master 
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with  tlie  army  during  the  war  with  Sclileswig-Holstein,  and  the  Austrian  war,  serv- 
ing altogether  for  eight  years. 

In  1867.  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-four  Mr.  Pohl  came  to  the  United  States 
and  established  his  home  in  Calumet,  Wisconsin,  where  he  worked  in  a  store  in  order 
to  learn  the  English  language  and  acquaint  himself  with  American  life  and  customs. 
He  afterward  engaged  in  the  implement  business  at  New  Holstein,  Wisconsin,  on 
his  own  account  and  then  removed  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  following  the  same 
business  in  Columbus  in  partnership  with  Gerhard  Schutte.  for  ten  years.  In  188'2 
he  became  a  partner  of  Gust  Schroeder  in  the  ownership  of  a  hardware  business  on 
Eleventh  street,  where  they  remained  for  about  five  years.  On  tlie  expiration  of 
that  period  Mr.  Pohl  turned  his  attention  to  the  grocery  business,  conducting  a 
store  with  success  until  1896,  when  he  retired  from  commercial  life,  having  been 
elected  clerk  of  the  courts  of  Platte  county,  in  which  position  he  served  for  two 
years.  He  then  retired  from  active  life,  spending  his  remaining  days  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  rest  which  he  had  truly  earned  and  richly  deserved,  the  fruits  of  his  for- 
mer toil  supplying  him  with  all  the  necessities  and  comforts  and  some  of  the  luxuries 
of  life. 

In  1872  Mr.  Pohl  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Hoppe,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many and  a  daughter  of  Henry  Hoppe,  who  served  in  the  German  army  during  the 
revolution  of  1848.  He  never  came  to  the  United  States  but  followed  farming 
throughout  his  entire  life  in  his  native  land.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pohl  were  born 
five  children:  Otto;  Arthur;  Emil;  Meta,  the  wife  of  Frank  Wurdeman,  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  volume;  and  Elsie,  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Boettcher,  who  is  also  men- 
tioned in  this  work. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Pohl  was  an  earnest  republican  and  took  an  active 
interest  in  i)olitics,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  party  and 
to  secure  its  success,  because  of  his  firm  belief  in  its  principles.  Nature  endowed 
him  with  marked  musical  talent  and  for  more  than  twenty  years  he  led  the  Maenner- 
chor  and  did  much  to  advance  musical  taste  and  interest  in  Columbus.  He  died  in 
California  in  1900,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  and  the  community  mourned  the 
loss  of  a  represf-ntative  and  valued  citizen  who  had  become  well  established  as  a 
representative  resident  of  the  county  and  one  whose  labors  had  contributed  in  no 
small  measure  to  its  material,  political  and  cultural  progress  and  upbuilding. 


FRED    LAUN. 

Fred  Laun  is  a  member  of  Reillv,  Laun  &  Company,  hardware  merchants  and 
plumbers  of  Platte  Center,  and  he  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  commercial 
circles  because  of  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  reliability  which  actuates  him  in  all 
of  his  trade  relations.  He  was  born  in  Aurora,  Indiana,  September  17,  1868,  a  son 
of  Joseph  and  Katherine  (Gatter)  Laun.  The  father  came  from  Germany,  and 
departed  this  life  in  Newport,  Kentucky.  Following  his  death  the  mother  came  to 
Nebraska,  settling  in  Bismark  township,  Platte  county,  while  subsequently  she  re- 
moved to  Grand  Prairie  township. 

Fred  Laun  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming  and  continued  to  follow 
that  pursuit  until    1908,  when,  thinking  to   find  other  business   more  congenial,  he 
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accepted  the  position  of  manager  for  the  telephone  company  at  Platte  Center,  act- 
ing in  that  capacity  for  three  years.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  Frank 
Reill}-  for  the  conduct  of  a  plumbing  business  and  in  the  spring  of  1915  they  pur- 
chased the  hardware  store  and  stock  of  James  Keating  and  are  now  conducting 
business  under  the  firm  style  of  Reilly.  Laun  &  Company  as  plumbers  and  hardware 
merchants,  both  departments  cit  tlitir  business  having  a  liberal  patronage.  They 
carry  a  well  selected  stock  and  are  putting  forth  every  effort  to  please  their  patrons, 
kno^ving  that  satisfied  customers  are  the  best  advertisement.  !Mr.  Luin  is  also 
one  of  the  stockholders  in  the  Farmers  Independent  Telephone  Com])an\-  and  is 
still  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  good  farm  land  in  Grand   Prairie  townsiiip. 

In  1900  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Laun  and  Miss  Lena  Siems.  a 
daughter  of  Fred  Siems,  of  Shell  Creek  township.  She  died  in  1904  and  Mr.  Laun 
afterward  married  Miss  Anna  Sniidt,  a  daughter  of  Matthew  Smidt.  of  Grand  Prai- 
rie township,  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  this  section 
of  the  state.     They  have  one  child,  Cora. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Laun  is  independent.  After  studying  the  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day  he  does  not  care  to  bind  himself  by  party  ties  but  votes  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment.  He  has  membership  with  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles  at  Columbus  and  with  the  Highlanders  Lodge  of  Platte  Center, 
and  he  has  attractive  social  qualities  which  render  him  popular  in  these  organiza- 
tions and  in  social  and  business  circles  as  well.  He  has  closely  applied  himself 
to  his  commercial  interests  since  starting  out  along  mercantile  lines  and  his  per- 
sistency of  purpose  and  unfaltering  energy  are  the  strong  forces  in  his  growing 
prosperity. 


CHARLES  KOPIETZ. 

Charles  Kopietz,  living  at  Lindsay,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  a 
feed,  grain  and  flour  business,  was  born  December  27,  1841,  at  Morelia,  Austria. 
The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  that  land  and  in  1867  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  seeking  the  opportunities  offered  in  the  new  world.  He 
first  made  his  way  to  Nemaha  county,  Kansas,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  farm 
hand  by  the  month  and  also  worked  at  the  butcher's  trade.  Subsequently  he  engaged 
in  the  grain  and  feed  business  and  in  1898  he  came  to  Platte  county,  where  he 
opened  a  feed,  grain  and  flour  house  at  Lindsay.  He  has  since  conducted  this 
business  and  is  now  meeting  with  fair  success  in  his  undertaking. 

On  the  5th  of  June.  1871,  Mr.  Kopietz  was  married  to  Miss  Magdalena  Hrncer 
and  they  have  become  parents  of  five  children:  Josie,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Fraz 
Sarney,  of  Omaha,  Xcl.r.iska  ;  M.iry.  tlie  wife  „f  John  Malotcy.  livin,i,r  in  Omaha; 
Arness,  who  married  K.lv.:.nl  IiihNiv.  ::\~.<>  ut  Oin.ilia;  .l,i-|,l,  K  .  ulio  is  a  resident 
of   Hay  Springs,  Xehraska  :   nud    K.hvanl.   In  in-  at    Col,  ri,l-r.   this   statr. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  to  the  support 
of  which  they  generously  contribute.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Kopietz  is  a  demo- 
crat, having  adhered  to  that  party  since  securing  his  naturalization  papers.  He 
has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  fourteen  years  and  bases  li 
upon  the  law  and  the  equity  of  the  case,  his  opinions  being  strictly  fair 
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tial.  He  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years  when  he  came  to  the  new  wo 
and  today  he  is  in  his  seventy-first  year.  His  life  has  been  one  of  activity  < 
his   energy  and  determination  have  brought  to  liim  the  success   which  lie  has  w 


JOHN  ANDREW  KEHOE. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  John  Andrew  Kehoe  was  engaged  in  the  grain  and 
implement  business  at  Platte  Center  and  worked  earnestly  and  persistently  to  gain 
a  start  in  that  direction  and  build  up  a  trade  which  would  enable  him  to  provide 
liberally  for  his  family.  He  was  born  in  Kilkenny,  Ireland,  June  7,  1832.  His 
fatlier  died  before  his  birth  and  when  he  was  two  years  of  age  he  was  brought  to 
the  new  world  by  his  mother,  who  settled  in  Kentucky.  He  was  educated  in  the 
Doniiuic.in  C.llror  .-.t  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  when  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  milling  business  and  in  1878  came  to  Nebraska,  taking 
charge  of  the  Norfolk  Mills  at  Norfolk  for  two  years.  He  also  spent  a  short  time 
in  Omaha  before  coming  to  Platte  Center  in  September,  1882.  At  this  place  he 
engaged  in  the  grain  business  and  remained  active  therein  up  to  the  time  of  his 
demise,  wliich  occurred  on  the  13th  of  September,  1896.  In  the  meantime  the  set- 
tlement of  the  county  and  the  development  of  the  farms  were  increasing  the  oppor- 
tunities along  the  line  of  the  grain  trade  and  he  kept  in  touch  with  the  onward 
march  of  progress. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kehoe  was  a  democrat  and  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party 
in  Nebraska.  He  was  a  close  friend  of  W.  .1.  Bryan  and  was  the  first  man  to 
suggest  Mt.  Bryan's  name  for  the  presidency.  In  1885  he  represented  his  district 
in  the  state  legislature.  He  was  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  faith.  On  the 
24th  of  October,  1876,  Mr.  Kehoe  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  Coffee,  a 
native  of  Warsaw,  Wyoming  county.  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Dennis  and 
Katherine  Coffee. 

Following  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Kehoe  continued  the  grain  and  the 
implement  business  and  also  established  a  drug  business.  Her  connection  witii  the 
grain  trade  was  at  times  spectacular  because  of  the  fight  into  which  she  was  forced 
with  the  grain  trust.  For  ten  years  she  waged  this  contest  witli  the  Nebraska  grain 
trust  which  the  New  York  Herald  termed  "the  most  nefarious  combination  in  the 
west."  She  won  her  final  victory  at  the  time  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
made  its  investigation  at  Omaha  and  at  its  close  the  commission  congratulated  Mrs. 
Kehoe  upon  the  remarkable  fight  which  she  had  made  against  the  big  combination. 
When  her  husband  died,  he  left  to  her  what  is  known  in  grain  trade  parlance  as  a 
"shovel  house" — the  dealer  buying  from  the  farmer,  shoveling  the  grain  into  a  ware- 
house and  afterward  into  a  railroad  car  instead  of  handling  the  business  through  an 
elevator.  The  grain  trust  saw  in  her  a  formidable  competitor  and  made  it  known 
that  they  wished  her  to  quit  buying  grain  from  the  farmers.  She  refused  and  then 
the  trust  began  its  "work"  against  her.  Her  customers  in  the  cities  were  coerced 
in  refusing  to  buy  from  her,  but  she  met  this  attack  by  obtaining  new  customers  in 
Memphis,  St.  Louis,  and  other  cities.  Then  the  trust  raised  prices  on  her,  until 
prices  at  Platte  Center  were  several  cents  above  the  selling  prices  at  Omaha  and 
Chicago.      Then   she   closed    her   business   temporarily,   but   just   as   soon   as    prices 
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were  reduced  to  the  normal  she  started  in  the  grain  trade  again  and  her  old  cus- 
tomers went  back  to  her.  That  course  of  raising  prices  was  pursued  ior  some  time, 
and  at  each  time  she  would  drop  out  of  the  business  temporarily  only  to  enter  it 
again.  At  length  the  trust,  finding  that  they  could  not  force  her  to  quit  business, 
invited  her  to  join  them,  which  she  indignantly  refused  to  do;  and  she  turned  this 
last  effort  of  the  trust  to  good  account  by  showing  the  farmers  in  her  vicinity  tliat 
the  trust  raised  prices  only  to  eliminate  competition,  after  which  the  price  of  grain 
would  fall  below  the  regular  market.  She  won  the  cooperation  of  the  farmers, 
who  continued  to  sell  grain  to  her  at  the  regular  quotations.  Then  the  railroads 
began  shutting  off  her  supply  of  freight  cars,  until  she  was  compelled  to  sit  idly 
by  and  watch  her  comjJetitors  load  car  after  car,  while  none  were  given  to  her. 
Even  this  did  not  deter  her,  for  slie  took  up  the  matter  directly  with  President 
Burt  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  and  cars  were  accordingly  allotted  her.  The 
next  move  in  the  drama  was  the  burning  of  her  shovel  house,  but  within  forty-eight 
hours  she  had  begun  the  erection  of  a  fine  new  grain  elevator  along  tlie  railroad 
track  and  after  a  year  or  two  she  built  another  elevator  in  Tarnov,  thus  embarking 
in  the  grain  trade  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  trust  kept  up  its  fight  against  her, 
but  her  business  methods  were  so  honorable  and  her  affairs  were  conducted  so 
sagaciously  that  she  continued  in  spite  of  the  combine  and  the  attacks  ceased  at 
the  time  of  the  investigation  by  the  Interstate  Coi 


the  ovmer  of  two  elevators. 

a  large  grain  business 

and  a  big  implement  and  seed 

house.     She  continued  to  m< 

inage  the  business  until 

1909  and  slie  n, 

3W  cond 

ucts  a 

drug  store  at  Platte  Center. 

That  well   deserved  succ 

ess   has  come  to   her   is 

indicated  in  the 

fact  that  she 

is  today  the  owner  of  the  finest  residence  in  Platte 

Center,  and  bus 

iness  me 

■n  say 

with  a  smile  and  mean  it  as 

a  compliment  that  "she 

is  the  biggest  bu 

isiness  n 

aan  in 

Platte  Center."     Her  courst 

;  proves  that  honesty  wi 

ill  eventually  wii 

1   and  is 

after 

all  the  best  policy.     Her  intelligence,  which  is  keen 

and  strong,  was 

applied 

to  the 

solution  of  difficulties  such  ; 

is   few  women  face  and 

all  who  know  he 

:r  rcjoie 

e  that 

hers  is  the  victory. 

JOHN  HENRY  BROCK. 

John  Henry  Brock  is  a  well  known  contractor  of  Columbus,  living  at  Twentieth 
and  Olive  streets.  He  was  born  in  Osage  count.y,  Missouri,  March  12,  1874,  and  is 
a  son  of  J.  R.  and  Louisa  (Moesch)  Brock,  who  are  mentioned  elsewlicre  in  this 
volume.  The  family  lived  upon  a  farm,  and  during  his  early  boyhood  John  H. 
Brock  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  fields.  He  afterward  went  to  St.  Louis, 
where  he  was  employed  at  different  occupations  and  soon  became  active  in  the  line 
of  carpentering.  In  1890  he  removed  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  re- 
sumed work  at  the  carpeater's  trade,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  he  has  conducted 
business  as  a  general  contractor.  In  this  connection  he  has  erected  some  of  the 
finest  buildings  of  the  town,  including  the  Carnegie  library,  the  Masonic  Temple 
and  numerous  residences  which  add  to  the  architectural  adornment  of  the  city. 
He  thoroughly  understands  every  phase  of  the  business  in  its  practical  and  technical 
relations  and  is  thus  able  to  direct  the  efforts  of  those  whom  he  employs. 
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There  is  an  interesting  military  chapter  in  the  life  history  of  'Sir.  Brock,  who 
on  the  5th  of  May,  1898,  following  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish- American  war,  en- 
listed at  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  K,  First  Nebraska 
Volunteers.  His  regiment  was  sent  direct  to  the  Philippine  islands,  landing  at 
Camp  Dewey.  Mr.  Brock  is  credited  with  active  service  in  twenty-two  engage- 
ments between  Manila  and  Cavite,  and  he  went  through  all  of  the  hardships  and 
experiences  of  campaigning  on  the  islands.  He  has  a  fine  collection  of  relics  from 
the  Philippines  and  relates  many  interesting  tales  concerning  the  people  and  their 
mode  of  living  as  well  as  their  methods  of  warfare.  Mr.  Brock  joined  the  army  as 
a  private  and  when  discharged  in  the  fall  of   1899   had   reached  the  rank  of  first 

In  August,  1894,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Brock  and  Miss  Emma 
Smith,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Smith,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Colfax  county,  Ne- 
braska. They  now  have  five  children;  Julius;  George  and  Ida,  twins;  Ruth;  and 
Margaret. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Brock  is  a  republican  and  he  keeps  well  informed 
on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  but  has  never  aspired  to  office.  He  belongs 
to  Columbus  Tent,  No.  55,  K.  O.  T.  M..  and  to  Columbus  Encampment  of  the 
Spanish  War  Veterans.  He  ranks  with  the  most  active  and  energetic  residents  of 
Columbus  and  is  numbered  among  the  most  progressive  contractors,  his  work  not 
being  confined  to  the  city  in  which  he  lives  but  also  extending  over  the  surrounding 
territory.  Opportunity  has  always  been  with  him  the  open  road  to  advancement. 
He  has  ever  readily  and  carefully  utilized  the  chances  which  have  come  to  him 
and  by  the  exercise  of  his  native  powers  and  talents  has  reached  a  most  creditable 
position  among  the  business  men  of  his  town. 


RAY  P.  BURCH. 


Ray  P.  Burch,  a  well  known  representative  of  newspaper  interests,  owning 
and  publishing  the  Creston  Statesman  under  the  name  of  the  Burch  Printing  Com- 
pany, was  born  in  Anamosa,  Jones  county,  Iowa,  September  25,  1888,  a  son  of 
L.  G.  and  Nell  (Patterson)  Burch,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  county.  The 
father  was  a  farmer,  devoting  his  life  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  in  Iowa  until  1905, 
when  he  went  to  Cedar  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  followed  farming  for  a  short 
time.  He  then  retired  and  now  makes  his  home  at  Magnet,  Nebraska,  where  he 
and  his  wife  are  pleasantly  situated. 

Ray  P.  Burch,  spending  his  youthful  days  in  his  native  town,  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  but  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years  started  out  in 
the  business  world  by  securing  employment  in  a  newspaper  office,  and  he  has  con- 
tinued in  the  same  line  since,  covering  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  In  1913  he 
went  to  Magnet,  where  he  published  the  Mngnrt  Mail,  but  afterward  removed  the 
plant  to  Creston  and  has  since  coiitimud  nc  ws|).i|xr  publication,  his  paper  being 
known  as  the  Creston  Statesman.  It  is  the  in-op.rty  of  the  Burch  Printing  Com- 
pany and  in  connection  with  tlie  |uililieation  of  tlir  i)aiKT  tbcy  conduct  a  general 
job  printing  business   and  make  a   specialty  of  bank  work.      Their  work  is  of  the 
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highest   character   of   the  printing  art  and   is   highly  satisfactory  to  their  patrons, 
who  are  constantly  growing  in  number. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  1913.  :\Ir.  Burch  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Clark,  a  daugh- 
ter of  F.  P.  and  Carrie  (Rooth)  Clark,  the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and 
the  latter  of  Canada.  The  father  engaged  in  farming  for  a  considerable  period 
in  Gage  county,  Nebraska,  but  is  now  living  at  Royal,  Nebraska.  There  has  been 
one  child  born  of  this  marriage,  Gwenneth  E.,  born  May  SI,  1914. 
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FRANK  WURDEMAN. 


Frank  Wurdeman  is  now 
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Called  to  public  office,  Mr.  Wurdeman  was  the  efficient  city  treasurer  for  two 
years,  capably  guarding  the  public  funds.  Upon  his  retirement  from  that  posi- 
tion he  joined  Be_v  Martin  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business  under  the 
firm  style   of   Wurdeman  &   ^Martin   and   when   he   retired   from  that  connection   he 
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breeds  and  sells  considerable  to  people  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  also  handles 
Duroc  Jersey  hogs  and  makes  a  specialty  of  fine  poultry,  raising  Rhode  Island  Red 
chickens  and  Mammoth  Bronze  turkeys.  He  has  splendid  equipment  for  the  care 
of  his  stock  .ind  has  studied  out  the  best  methods  to  produce  the  desired  results. 
His  work  is  done  in  a  systematic,  methodical  manner  and  he  understands  fully  both 
the  practical  and  scientific  phases  of  stock-raising  and  farming.  In  addition  to  his 
home   interests   he   is   a   stockholder   in   the  Columbus    Telephone   Company   and   in 
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the  Blau  Gas  Company  of  Creston,  and  lie  helped  to  organize  the  Boheet  Local 
of  the  Farmers  Union  of  Platte  county,  of  which  he  is  treasurer  and  secretary. 

Li  1900  ]Mr.  Wurdeman  was  married  to  Miss  Meta  Pohl,  a  daughter  of  Emil 
and  Anna  Pohl,  who  were  natives  of  Breslau,  Prussia.  The  father  died  in  1899  but 
the  mother  is  still  living  in  Columbus.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in  1867, 
the  father  having  previously  served  as  a  member  of  the  German  army  in  the  war 
of  1 866,  acting  as  musical  director  of  the  regimental  band.  On  crossing  the  Atlan- 
tic he  settled  in  Wisconsin  but  afterward  removed  to  Columbus,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  implement  business  in  partnership  with  Gerhard  Schutte  for  several  years. 
He  afterward  turned  his  attention  to  the  grocery  business  and  was  recognized  as 
one  of  the  foremost  merchants  of  the  town.  His  political  allccfiancr  was  given  to 
the  republican  party  and  upon  its  ticket  he  was  elcctid  to  the  (iHiic  of  county  clerk. 
He  belonged  to  the  German  Reformed  church  and  was  .utivr  in  all  affairs  relating 
to  the  material,  intclhetual.  imlitical  and  moral  welfare  of  bis  eommiaiity,  so  that 
his  death  was  the  lucasinn  n(  dii  p  lama  I  ill  llif  comnninity  where  he  lived  and 
where  he  was  rcco-ni/.i  d  as  a  rr|ii-is.iifal  i\  c  ritizcn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wurdeman  liavr  In mni,  tli,-  uarmts  <.f  a  son,  Richard,  who  was 
born  May  21,  1905.  The  family  .n  m,  niLrrs  ,,r  .St.  I'mil's  I'.vaiijivli.al  Lulheran 
church,  and  Mr.  Wurdeman  is  als.i  idrntill.d  with  the  BenevoUnt  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  at  Columbus,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Anurica  at  Creston,  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World  at  Columbus  and  the  Knights  of  Pvtliias  and  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
In  both  the  Woodmen  and  Pythian  lodges  he  has  filled  the  otliee  of  treasurer.  He 
lias  served  as  director  of  his  school  district  and  has  ever  been  a  cooperant  factor 
in  all  plans  and  measures  for  the  public  good  and  has  worked  along  those  lines 
which  advance  material  progress  and  promote  individual  and  community  uplift.  He 
displays  m.aiiy  sterling  traits  of  character  and  is  justly  accounted  one  of  the  fore- 
most residents  of  Sherman  township. 


ADOLF  JAEGGL 


Adolf  Jaeggi  was  born  August  2,  ]8f8,  in  Canton  Bern,  Switzerland,  and  in 
the  year  of  1869  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  homesteading  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  eight  miles  southwest  of  Columbus, 
where  he  lived  for  several  vi  ars.  latrr  entering  the  real  estate  firm  of  Sam  Schraidtt, 
with  whom  he  was  em])l(iyt(l  for  two  years.  A  few  years  later  he  entered  the 
Columbus  State  Bank  as  the  first  bookkeeper,  which  position  he  held  for  a  number 
of  years. 

In  1882  Mr.  .laeggi  visited  his  native  land,  where  he  was  married  to  Constance 
Chiffclle,  of  Canton  Bern,  Switzerland,  rrtnri.ing  a  few  months  later  to  what  is 
now  the  city  of  Columbus.  Here  he  engmvd  in  tiie  lumber  and  grain  business  for 
a  number  of  years,  but  disposed  of  the  liimbrr  Imsiiuss  a  little  later  on,  and  in 
188.5  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  builders  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  Elevator 
Roller  Mills  Company,  which  he  operated  and  maniged  successfully  until  his 
death  on  the  18th  of  January,  1910.  The  period  of  his  residence  in  this  cotmty 
covered  four  decades,  and  in  his  passing  the  community  lost  one  of  its  substantial 
business  men  and  esteemed  citizens. 


ADOLF  JAEGGI 
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His  widow,  who  still  makes  her  home  in  Columbus,  also  enjoys  an  extensive 
and  favorable  acquaintance  in  the  city.  To  the  above  couple  were  born  three  sons, 
Paul  A.,  Walter  C.  and  Ernest  L.  Jaeggi,  all  residents  of  Platte  county.  They 
received  their  education  in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  Columbus,  later  on 
graduating  from  business  colleges. 

In  January,  1910,  Paul  A.  and  Ernest  L.  Jaeggi  succeeded  their  father  in  the 
ownership  and  management  of  the  Elevator  Roller  Mills  Company,  Inc.,  the  former 
holding  the  position  of  president  and  manager,  and  the  latter  as  secretary  and 
treasurer.  They  have  conducted  the  business  with  splendid  executive  ability  and 
good  judgment,  which  have  been  the  factors  of  its  continued  success. 

Walter  C.  Jaeggi,  after  completing  his  common  school  education,  entered  the 
State  Agricultural  School  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  After  completing  his  course  in 
agriculture  he  chose  the  life  of  farmer  and  is  now  the  owner  and  manager  of  a 
well  improved  one  hundred  and  tv.-enty-aere  farm  four  miles  northeast  ol  Cdlumlnis. 

In  1870  the  Jaeggi  family  were  among  the  organizers  anil  eliarter  m,  nihers  of 
the  German  Evangelical  Protestant  chin-eh  of  Columbus,  in  whi,  ii  they  have  held 
various  offices  and  to  which  they  have  e\er  gixcn  tin  ir  loyal  sii|,|i(irt.  Being  up- 
right and  honorable  in  all  relations  of  lile,  tljey  c  iijuy  llic  < oiiliileiiee  and  respect  of 
all  those  who  come  in  contact  with  tluin  in  either  ehurcii  relatimis  or  social  affairs. 


JOHN  A.  ZAVADIL. 


John  A.  Zavadil  is  one  of  the  owners  and  editors  of  the  Democrat,  published 
at  Humphrey,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  printing 
business.  He  was  born  at  Yankton,  South  Dakota,  June  21,  1886,  a  son  of  I.  W. 
and  Blanche  (Latimer)  Zavadil,  who  were  natives  of  Bohemia  and  Pennsylvania 
respectively.  At  an  early  period  in  the  development  of  Nebraska  they  oanie  to  this 
state,  I.  W.  Zavadil  making  the  journey  with  his  father  during  liis  ehihlliciod  day«. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  devoted  the  remainder 
of  his  life  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  in  this  state.  I.  W.  Zavadil  learned  the 
tinner's  trade  and  afterward  went  to  Yankton,  South  Dakota,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed along  that  line  for  several  years.  He  afterward  patented  and  manufactured 
a  music  rack,  the  sale  of  which  brought  him  a  very  handsome  income.  He  re- 
moved to  Portland,  Oregon,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  for  a  year 
and  a  half,  but  was  unable  to  stand  the  climate  there  and  returned  eastward, 
settling  at  Wahoo,  Nebraska,  where  he  again  worked  at  the  tinner's  trade  for  some 
time.  He  afterward  came  to  Humphrey  and  entered  into  partnership  with  Judge 
Ratterman  in  the  hardware  business,  this  connection  being  maintained  until  1893, 
when  Mr.  Zavadil  traded  his  interest  for  a  farm  in  Boone  county.  He  then  removed 
to  Hamilton,  Missouri,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  two  years,  when  he  went 
to  Washington,  Missouri,  spending  six  years  at  his  trade  there.  On  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  once  more  became  a  resident  of  Humphrey,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  train  at  Platte  Center 
on  the  21th  of  July,  1912.  His  widow  survives  and  yet  makes  her  home  in  Hum- 
phrey. 

Because   of   the   various   removals   of  his   parents   John   A.   Zavadil   pursued   his 
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tducation  in  many  places  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  began  to  learn  the  print- 
er's trade,  which  he  mastered.  He  was  afterward  employed  in  a  wholesale  dry 
goods  house  in  Minneapolis  for  a  year  and  then  went  to  South  Dakota,  where  he 
again  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  time.  Later  he  returned  to  Humphrey,  where  he 
was  employed  at  the  printing  business  until  1910,  when  he  went  to  Fremont, 
Nebraska,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  Herald  office  until  the  fall  of  1913.  He 
then  purchased  the  plant  of  the  Post  at  Lindsay,  Nebraska,  continuing  the  p\ib- 
lication  of  that  paper  until  February,  1911,  when  he  again  came  to  Hunijihrey  and 
took  charge  of  the  office  of  the  Democrat,  which  in-  had  iircviously  inircliased  in 
October,  1913.  He  has  since  continued  the  publication  of  this  jjaiKr.  in  which 
lie  has  as  a  pirtiur  Mrs.  Louise  Karthaus,  their  business  being  conducted  under 
the  firm  nIvK  nl  Z.nidil  &  Karthaus.  The  paper  has  a  circulation  of  one  thousand 
and  is  an  itlr.ntix  (  slmt  in  its  mechanical  construction  and  in  the  character  of  the 
news   furnislied   the  |.ul.lie.      The  office   is   splendidly  equipped   with  all  modern  im- 

In  January.  1910,  Mr.  Z.ivadil  wa-,  m.irrud  to  Miss  Lillie  Karthaus.  a  daughter 
of  Casper  and  Lillie  (Reiss)  Karthaus,  the  former  a  nativ.^  of  Cirrmany  and  the 
latter  of  Elgin,  Illinois.  On  coming  to  the  new  world  her  tatlu  r  s<  ttl, d  at  West- 
point,  Nebraska,  which  was  then  a  frontier  town,  and  in  that  locality  worked  as 
a  farm  hand  for  some  tiuic.  but  later  removed  to  Humphrey,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  liquor  business  throughout  his  remaining  days,  his  death  occurring  in  1901. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zavadil  have  one  child,  I.  Wayne,  who  was  born  March  9,  1911. 
The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Zavadil 
is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  prominent  in  local  political  circles 
and  is  now  serving  on  the  democratic  central  committee  in  his  district.  His  paper 
is  published  in  the  interests  of  that  party  and  he  does  all  in  his  power  to  secure 
the  adoption  of   its   principles. 


JOSEPH  A.  BELLER. 


Joseph  A.  Seller  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  progressive  real-estate  men  in 
his  part  of  Platte  county  and  is  also  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the 
livery  business,  having  purchased  a  livery  barn  in  1912.  Energy  and  progressive- 
ness  have  enabled  him  to  carry  forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he  un- 
dertakes and  his  plans  of  business  are  always  well  defined  and  promptly  executed. 
Mr.  Beller  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Lee  county.  April  19, 
1875.  His  father,  Ignatz  Beller,  removed  with  his  family  to  St.  Bernard  town- 
ship, Platte  county,  Nebraska,  in  1879  and  there  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land, 
for  which  he  paid  five  hundred  dollars.  Since  that  date  the  family  have  been 
closel}'  connected  with  the  deveIoi>m(nt  and  u|)luiilding  of  the  county. 

Joseph  A.  Beller  acquired  a  common-school  education  and  in  his  youthful  days 
worked  upon  the  home  farm.  Later  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  for 
a  year,  but  felt  that  commercial  pursuits  would  be  more  congenial  and  in  1903 
took  up  his  abode  in  Lindsay,  where  he  opened  a  hardware  store  in  connection  with 
M.  J.  Weidner,  remaining  active  in  that  business  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  sold  out.     In  1907  he  took  up  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
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acres  in  South  Dakota  and  there  resided  for  sixteen  months,  receiving  title  to 
that  property,  which  he  still  owns.  Seeing  a  good  opening  for  actiiity  in  the 
real-estate  business,  he  began  dealing  in  property  in  South  Dakota  and  afterward 
transferred  his  activities  to  Platte  county,  where  he  has  since  dealt  in  farm  lands. 
In  1909  he  established  a  record  for  real-estate  transactions,  wlun  in  a  short  time 
he  sold  nineteen  quarter  sections  of  land,  a  record  whieli  has  not  !u ni  equaled  since. 
He  still  owns  considerable  land  in  Colorado  and  in  Texns  in  .Kldition  to  his  holdings 
in  Nebraska.  He  is  a  progressive  young  man  and  his  industry  and  progressiveness 
enable  him  to  overcome  many  obstacles  and  difficulties  that  bar  the  path  to  pros- 
perity. He  now  has  an  office  in  the  Lindsay  State  Bank  building  and  is  familiar 
with  all  phases  of  the  real-estate  business.  He  places  a  correct  valuation  upon 
property  and  has  handled  many  important  realty  transfers. 

In  October,  1913,  Mr.  Beller  was  married  to  Miss  Marilda  Miller  and  they 
have  one  child,  Imogene.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat,  but  wliile  he  votes  wth 
the  party  he  is  not  an  active  worker  in  its  ranks.  He  holds  membership  in  the 
Catholic  church.  He  finds  recreation  in  baseball,  being  an  enthusiast  concerning  the 
national  sport,  and  is  now  acting  as  manager  of  the  Lindsay  baseball  team.  He 
never  allows  outside  interests,  however,  to  interfere  with  his  business  affairs  and 
his  enterprise  and  thorougii  reliability  are  well  known  features  of  his  active  career. 


OSCAR  LOUIS  BAKER. 

Oscar  Louis  Baker  is  proprietor  of  the  North  Theatre,  in  which  connection  he 
has  ever  given  to  the  public  attractive"  and  high-class  entertainments,  including 
moving  pictures,  vaudeville  and  the  drama.  He  closely  studies  the  public  taste 
and,  catering  to  public  opinion,  has  made  his  house  very  attractive. 

Mr.  Baker  is  a  native  son  of  Columbus,  born  March  7,  1892,  his  parents  being 
Oscar  and  Laura  Belle  (Paynter)  Baker,  the  former  a  native  of  Columbus.  Ohio. 
O.  L.  Baker  completed  his  more  specifically  literary  education  by  two  years'  study 
in  the  local  high  school  and  afterward  devoted  two  years  to  a  commercial  course 
in  the  Columbus  Business  College.  He  entered  the  workaday  world  as  a  clerk  in 
a  clothing  store  in  Omaha  and  for  two  years  thereafter  was  connected  with  the 
picture  show  business  in  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  and  in  Nebraska  City. 

Mr.  Baker  then  returned  to  Columbus,  where  he  conducted  a  moving  picture 
house  for  a  year  and  through  the  succeeding  year  and  a  half  was  proprietor  of  the 
Oxford  Hotel  and  Cafe.  He  next  leased  the  North  Theatre  and  also  bought  out 
the  H.  &  G.  Poster  Advertising  Company.  The  theatre  is  situated  at 'the  corner 
of  West  Thirteenth  and  Murray  streets  and  has  a  stage  thirty-seven  feet  in  depth, 
sixty  feet  in  width  and  forty-five  feet  in  height.  The  capacity  of  tin-  tluati-c  is  one 
thousand  and  many  attractions  tax  the  house  to  its  utmost.  In  tin-  wintc  r  si  asons 
he  secures  the  high-class  road  shows  in  addition  to  attractive  vaudeville  features 
and  the  best  pictures  th.it  are  making  the  film  the  best  patronized  entertainment 
of  the  country.  He  is  constantly  upon  the  alert  to  secure  the  new  and  novel  as 
well  as  the  purely  entertaining  or  instructive  films  and  his  business  management 
leads  to  growing  success. 

On  the   16th  of  June.   191.'5.  Mr.   Baker  was   united   in   marriage  to   Miss   Fred- 
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JOHN    M.   HEFLEY. 

John  M.  Hefley  is  the  well  known  editor  of  the  Post  published  at  Lindsay,  Ne- 
braska. He  is  a  western  man  by  birth,  by  training  and  by  preference  and  he 
possesses  the  s|iirit  of  eiiter|H-ise  whicli  has  characterized  the  development  of  the 
middle  west.  He  was  born  at  Knnn,tsburg,  Iowa,  April  1  i,  1883,  a  son  of  William 
and   Mary    Heiley,   and    his   grandfatlier   was   one   of   the   first   settlers   west   of   the 

Reared  in  his  native  town,  John  j\L  Hefley  there  pursued  his  education  and 
afterward  learned  the  printer's  trade  on  the  Emmetsburg  Tribune.  He  subse- 
quently worked  on  various  papers  while  traveling  over  the  country  and  on  the  1st 
of  September,  IDM,  purchased  the  Lindsay  Post,  which  was  an  independent  sheet 
and  which  has  a  good  subscription  list  and  liberal  advertising  patronage.  In  addi- 
tion to  publishing  this  paper,  which  is  a  bright,  newsy  journal,  he  does  a  job 
business,  his  excellent  work  and  reasonable  prices  gaining  for  him  good  support  in 
that  branch  of  his  chosen  occupation. 

On  the  4.th  of  April,  1910,  Mr.  Hefley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Neva 
Stemets,  a  daughter  of  J.  T.  and  Nettie  Stemets,  of  Emmetsburg,  who  were  also 
early  settlers  of  Iowa.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Hefley  have  two  children:  Mary  Ellen,  born 
December  7,  1911  ;  and  John,  born  July  8,  1911.  The  religious  faith  of  the  parents 
is  that  of  the  Catholic  church.  ;\Ir.  Hefley  stands  at  all  times  for  improvement  in 
public  affairs  and  jjersonally,  as  well  as  through  tlie  columns  of  his  paper,  cham- 
pions any  movement  for  the  general  good. 


CLAUS   PETERSON. 


Claus  Peterson,  who  has  won  a  gratifying  success  as  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  in  Walker  township,  was  born  in  Vestcrjorland,  Sweden,  July  7,  1865.  His 
parents,  August  and  Johanna  Peterson,  came  with  their  family  to  the  United  States 
in  1867  and  first  settled  in  Kane  county,  Illinois,  where  the  father  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  eleven  years.  Removal  was  then  made  to  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  the  family  home  being  established  on  section  19,  Walker  township,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  farming  and  in  raising  cattle  and  hogs  until  190.5,  when  he 
retired  to  Genoa. 

Cl.aus  Peterson  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Kane  county, 
illiiiois,  .and   of  this  county,  and   since  putting  aside  his   textbooks   has  devoted   his 
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entire  time  to  farming.  He  operates  the  home  place  and  gives  considerable  atten- 
tion to  stock-raising,  selling  a  large  number  of  cattle  annually.  He  owns  a  half 
section  of  land  in  C  In  v(  iiiir  county,  Nebraska,  and  also  holds  title  to  a  good  resi- 
dence in  Ne\vnia?i  Circ)\r.  his  prosperity  indicating  his  enterprise  and  business 
ability. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  189'.  Mr.  Peterson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
]\Iinnie  Borg,  a  daughter  of  G.  A.  Borg,  an  early  settler  of  Platte  county.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  five  children:  Wallace,  a  resident  of  Minn€.sota;  and  Ed^vard, 
Leonard,  Reuben  and  Goldie,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Peterson  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  and  his 
religious  faith  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
church.  His  public  spirit  is  one  of  his  salient  qualities,  and  he  has  the  esteem  of 
all   who  have  been  associated  with  him. 


WILLIAM    R.    XEUMARKER,  M.   D. 

Dr.  William  R.  Xeumarker  is  -i  prominent  i)liysician  residing  in  Columbus. 
Broad  study,  thorough  im  (  -liii.-ition  .mkI  cxiicncncc  li.-.vt-  brouglit  him  prominently 
to  the  front  in  professional  r,.nn,  <li,,ns  .nul  ln^  ivc.r.l  is  one  of  wliieli  he  has  every 
reason  to  be  proud,  as  it  lias  g.un, d  f,.i-  Inni  tlu'  high  regard  and  coiilidencc  of  his 
jirofessional  brethren  as  well  as  of  the  laity. 

He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Luxemburg,  in  the  princijiality  of  Luxemburg, 
Germany,  May  18,  1878,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Roth)  Neu- 
maerker,  who  were  married  in  Prussia  in  187.V  Tiny  enn,^  to  tlir  United  States 
in  1881.  and  settled  in  Richardson  county.  Xebrask.i,  «  In  r,  tli.y  lived  for  about 
fifteen  years,  removing  to  Columbus  in  1899.  Il.rc  they  still  make  their  home  and 
throughout  the  period  of  their  residence  in  this  state.  Rev.  Richard  Neumaerker, 
who  is  a  minister  of  the  Lutheran  f.iith,  has  done  much  to  further  moral  progress. 
He  is  still  active  in  the  j)ulpit  and  is  recognized  as  the  leading  minister  of  his 
faith   in  this   city. 

Dr.  Neumarker  was  fortunate  in  that  his  environment  in  his  youth  was  that 
of  a  cultured  home,  in  which  higli  value  was  placed  u])on  education  as  a  prepara- 
tion for  the  responsible  duties 'of  life.  He  attended  tlu'  public  schools  of  St. 
.Toscph,  Missouri,  and  afterward  became  a  student  in  Midl-nul  („ll,  ^v  at  Atchison, 
Kansas  He  then  determined  u))on  tlie  practice  of  mediiinc  as  ,i  lit,  work  and  in 
1900  was  gradu.-.tcd  from  111,'  I'.iisworth  Cintral  .Medie.al  C,ill,g,-  .it  St.  ,I,.seph, 
Missouri.  Having  thus  <,ualili,  ,1  f,.r  .letive  )iraitie,>  li,'  opened  .-in  otiiee  in  Ivlge- 
mont,  South  Dakota,  wlure  lie  r,in.iin,'d  for  about  nine  years,  or  until  1909.  when 
he  came  to  Columbus,  where  he  has  since  continued.  In  the  intervening  period  of 
six  years  he  has  gained  wide  and  well  merited  recognition  as  an  able  physician 
and  one  who  is  most  conscientious  in  his  practice.  He  is  continually  studj'ing  and 
reading  in  order  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  advanced  work  of  the  profession  and  his 
sound  judgment  enables  him  to  readily  discriminate  regarding  new  ideas  advanced. 
He  spent  one  year  abroad,  taking  a  post-graduate  course  at  the  University  of 
Berlin. 

On   tiie   '26th   of   February,    1908,   in   Columbus,   Dr.    Neumarker   was   united   in 
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marriage  to   Miss   Metta  H.   Hensley,  a  daughter  of  W.   N.   Hensley,  of  this  city, 
and  they  have  a  son,  William  Hensley  Neumarker. 

Dr.  Neumarker  is  a  York  Rite  ]\Iason  and  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and 
he  also  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  religious  faith 
is  that  of  the  German  Reformed  church,  while  his  political  views  accord  with  the 
principles  of  the  democratic  ])arty.  He  was  county  physician  of  Platte  county, 
which  office  he  filled  from  liJll  until  1913  inclusive.  He  concentrates  his  efforts 
upon  his  professional  duties,  aiul  his  standing  is  established  in  the  success  which 
has  attended  him  and  is  indicated  in  the  liberal  patronage  now  accorded  him. 


JONAS  WELCH. 

High  encomiums  have  been  passed  upon  Jonas  Welch,  all  of  which  have  been 
well  deserved,  for  his  life  was  ever  upright  and  honorable,  actuated  by  high  prin- 
ciples and  worthy  motives.  He  had,  moreover,  the  qualities  of  consideration,  kind- 
liness and  generosity  and  the  nobility  of  his  character  endeared  him  to  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.     Of  him  his  friends  might  well  say: 

"This   was   a   man.      Take   him   for   all   in   all 
I  shall  not  look  upon  his  like  again." 

From  pioneer  times  he  resided  in  Nebraska  and  his  contribution  to  the  development 
of  the  state  was  a  valuable  one.  A  native  of  England,  he  was  born  in  Dorsetshire 
on  the  22d  of  August,  1840,  and  was  the  eldest  son  in  a  family  of  seven  children. 
His  father,  Moses  Welch,  who  was  born  in  Dorsetshire  in  1815,  was  a  blacksmith 
in  moderate  circumstances.  He  wedded  Harriet  Rawlings,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  locality  in  1818,  and  both  were  descended  from  old  English  families.  The 
parents  came  to  the  new  world  in  184.7,  landing  at  New  Orleans  after  a  voyage 
which  consumed  eight  weeks  and  three  days.  From  the  Crescent  City  they  pro- 
ceeded northward  to  St.  Louis  and  two  years  later  became  residents  of  Alton, 
Illinois,  where  they  resided  for  four  years,  when  they  took  up  their  abode  upon  a 
farm  near  Brighton,  Illinois.  During  that  period  Jonas  Welch  was  a  pupil  in  the 
public  schools  near  his  father's  home.  He  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  when  in  March, 
18,57,  the  family  came  to  Nebraska,  driving  across  the  country  witli  tlirci-  yoke  of 
oxen  and  reaching  Florence  on  the  24th  of  April.  Thence  tiny  jiroeiedcd  to 
Genoa,  in  what  was  then  Platte  but  is  now  Nance  county,  reaching  their  destina- 
tion on  the  19th  of  May,  1857.  They  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers, 
being  among  the  first  white  people  of  the  county. 

For  two  years  thereafter  Jonas  Welch  was  employed  by  the  settlers  at  breaking 
prairie  and  for  a  year  was  a  farm  hand  at  the  Pawnee  Indian  agency.  In  1860 
he  joined  a  party  that  went  to  Colorado,  attracted  by  the  discovery  of  gold,  but  the 
same  year  he  returned  and  again  entered  the  government  service  at  Genoa,  work- 
ing for  four  years  in  the  blacksmith  shop  and  for  four  years  as  government  miller. 
In  1869  he  resigned  his  position  and  joined  J.  P.  Becker  in  building  and  operating 
a  water  mill  on  Shell  creek,  in  Colfax  county,  under  the  firm  style  of  Becker  & 
Welch.     This  was  the  pioneer  grist  mill  of  central  Nebraska  and  its  patrons  came 
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from  many  miles  around,  the  business  being  continued  until  1886.  At  the  same 
time  Mr.  Welch  owned  and  cultivated  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
whereon  he  engaged  extensively  in  feeding  cattle  and  hogs.  After  selling  the  mill 
he  removed  to  Columbus,  where  he  was  connected  with  the  grain  and  coal  trade  for 
six  years,  and  from  1892  until  his  demise  his  attention  was  confined  to  banking 
and  to  the  management  of  his  farm  properties.  He  was  one  of  the  first  directors 
of  the  Commercial  National  Bank  and  remained  an  officer  therein  until  his  health 
failed. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1862,  Mr.  Welch  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Margaret  Shackelton,  also  a  native  of  England.  They  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  as  follows:  Theresa  Ellen,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  S.  Fox,  of  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa ;  William  J.,  a  resident  of  Genoa,  Nebraska ;  Henrietta,  who  gave  her 
hand  in  marriage  to  Harry  Newman,  of  Columbus,  Nebraska;  Caroline,  the  wife 
of  George  W.  Galley,  of  Columbus,  Nebraska;  Martha  A.,  the  widow  of  M.  H. 
Watts;  Charles  A.,  living  in  Columbus;  Robert  M.,  wlio  is  deceased;  and  two  who 
died   in  infancy. 

The  family  circle  was  again  broken  by  the  hand  of  death  when  on  the  17th  of 
September,  1911,  Mr.  Welch  passed  away.  He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Lebanon  Lodge,  and  when  death  called  him  his 
brethren  of  that  organization  laid  him  to  rest  with  all  the  honors  of  the  craft.  Of 
his  political  views  one  of  the  local  papers  said:  "In  politics  Mr.  Welch  was  as 
devoted  to  the  principles  in  which  he  believed  as  is  the  mother  to  the  child.  He 
was  in  a  sense  an  intense  partisan,  and  he  regarded  his  duty  to  the  democratic 
party  as  he  regarded  duty  to  his  church  or  to  his  family.  He  was  often  honored 
by  his  party,  holding  membership  on  the  county  legislative  board,  serving  often  as 
chairman  of  his  county  committee,  and  in  1900  representing  his  congressional  dis- 
trict as  delegate  to  the  national  democratic  convention.  However,  partisan  as  he 
was,  he  had  the  courage  to  hold  his  duty  to  his  state  higher  than  duty  to  party,  and 
when  his  party  named  for  high  office  a  man  whom  he  regarded  as  unworthy,  such 
a  man  could  not  hope  to  win  the  vote  or  influence  of  Jonas  Welch." 

The  Rev.  S.  D.  Harkness,  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  the  funeral  service 
said:  "The  passing  of  Jonas  Welch  to  that  'undiscovered  coimtry  from  whose 
bourne  no  traveler  returns'  brings  to  my  mind  some  of  his  own  recitals  of  important 
incidents  in  his  career.  As  a  boy  he  saw  and  heard  the  great  Lincoln  and  the 
might}^  Douglas  in  that  series  of  debates  which  shook  the  nation  to  its  foundations. 
He  was  there  at  Freeport  on  that  memorable  day  when  Lincoln  set  the  battle  lines 
in  array  with  that  famous  declaration:  'A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot 
stand ;  this  union  cannot  endure  half  slave  and  half  free.'  That  boy  traveled  all 
the  distance  between  Illinois  and  Nebraska  by  ox-team,  and  in  order  that  the  young 
people  present  may  better  appreciate  the  wonderful  changes  which  have  taken 
place  in  our  own  Nebraska  since  those  days,  I  cite  the  fact  that  in  all  the  journey 
from  Omaha  to  Columbus  the  ox-cart  caravan  passed  but  five  civilized  human 
liabitations.  The  trail  he  followed  then  was  marked  by  the  bleaching  bones  of  the 
'forty-niners.'  Today  the  great  Overland  trains  thunder  over  that  same  trail.  He 
plodded  tlie  ox-tcam  way  to  Denver,  and  found  a  straggling  mining  camp  where 
now  rises  the  gem  city  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  He  played  well  his  part  with  the 
pioneers  in  the  upbuilding  of  this  young  state.  He  was  of  a  generation  which  saw 
states  born,  and  lived  to  see  steam  railroads  upon   the  ox-trails,  to  see  haliit.-itions 
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of  comfort  and  luxury  reared  upon  the  sites  where  stood  the  tepees  of  the  Aborigines. 
Within  the  life-span  of  that  boy,  whose  walk  was  clean,  whose  manhood  was  strong, 
whose  age  was  honored,  and  to  whose  memory  we  now  pay  tribute  without  reserve, 
were  gathered  and  combined  such  marks  of  civilization  as  the  world  had  not  known 
in  all  the  ages." 

Many  were  the  words  of  friendship  and  regard  spoken  of  Air.  Welch  by  those 
with  whom  he  had  been  associated.  One  said  of  him:  "If  to  me  might  be  given 
the  privilege  of  living  one  thousand  years,  and  changing  my  place  of  abode  each 
year,  I  could  not  hope  to  find  in  all  the  thousand  changes  a  man  who  would  exemplify 
in  his  life  the  full  measure  of  a  neighbor  and  a  friend  more  fully  than  that  measure 
was  met  by  Jonas  Welch  during  the  quarter  century  in  which  I  was  blessed  by  his 
presence  as  a  neighbor  and  a  friend."  ^Mr.  Welch  never  allowed  personal  interest 
or  ambition  to  dwarf  his  public  spirit  or  activities  and  he  was  ever  actively  inter- 
ested in  plans  and  measures  for  the  public  good.  In  his  career  business  ability 
was  well  balanced  with  humanitarianism  and  he  could  be  said  to  be  a  most  success- 
ful man  when  judged  by  this  standard:  "The  measure  of  our  success  is  not  the 
good  that  comes  to  us,  but  the  good  that  comes  to  the  world  through  us."  Such 
was  his  kindly  nature  that  he  spread  around  him  much  of  the  sunshine  of  life,  for 
he  was  cordial,  genial  and  kindly,  had  the  tender  sympathy  of  a  woman  and  also 
the  spirit  of  strong  justice  when  occasion  demanded. 


FREDERIC  F.  FANGMANN. 

Frederic  F.  Fangmann,  who  for  the  past  five  years  has  occupied  a  position  on 
the  mail  route  out  of  Humphrey,  was  born  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  July  18,  1870, 
a  son  of  Anton  and  Caroline  (Becker)  Fangmann,  natives  of  Germany,  whence 
they  came  to  America  in  1862,  settling  first  at  Baltimore,  Maryland.  The  father 
was  a  cigar  maker  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  that  city  and  also  conducted  a  cigar 
store  for  four  years.  He  then  removed  to  Omaha,  where  he  again  engaged  in  the 
cigar  business  as  proprietor  of  a  store  and  factory  for  six  years.  On  retiring  from 
that  field  he  removed  to  Platte  county  and  took  up  a  homestead  of  eighty  acres 
in  Burrows  township.  Not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made 
upon  the  place  but  with  characteristic  energy  he  began  to  turn  the  sod  and  develop 
the  fields,  transforming  the  wild  land  into  an  excellent  farm,  which  he  continued 
to  cultivate  and  improve  until  1896,  when  he  retired  and  removed  to  Humphrey, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  now  making  his  home  with  his  son,  Joseph,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  Before  leaving  his  farm  he  had  added  to  his  original  pur- 
chase from  time  to  time  until  he  was  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  valuable  land,  which  he  finally  divided  among  his  children  after  selling  some. 
His   wife  died  September  2i,  1913. 

Frederic  F.  Fangmann  was  but  a  little  lad  when  brought  to  Platte  county 
and  was  reared  and  educated  in  Burrows  township,  dividing  his  time  between  the 
duties  of  the  schoolroom,  the  pleasures  of  the  playground  and  the  work  of  the 
fields.  He  continued  to  assist  his  father  in  carrying  on  the  home  farm  until  he 
attained  his  majority,  at  which  time  his  father  gave  him  eighty  acres  of  land. 
This  he  at  once  began  to  further  develop  and  improve  and  later  he  purchased  more 
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ind  twenty  acres,  of  which  one  hundred  and 
continued  to  cultivate  his  home  place  until 
nd  removed  to  Humphrey,  being  forced  to 
abandon  outdoor  work  because  of  a  sunstroke  which  he  had  sufiVred  and  which 
disaliled  him  tor  furtlur  work  in  tiio  fields.  After  taking  up  liis  ,il.o,lr  in  Hum- 
phr.  y  ii,  on-.ipd  in  tiu  livrry  I'lisincss  for  six  years  and  then  sold  out.  turning 
his  attciiti(Ui  to  tlu-  iinpknuiit  luisinrss,  in  which  he  continued  tor  two  yrars.  when 
he  again  sold.  He  then  conducted  a  butcher  shop  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  entered  the  federal  service  and  for  the  past  five  years  has  carried  the  mail 
on  a  rural  route.  He  is  now  owner  of  the  garage  conducted  under  the  name  of  the 
Platte  Center  Auto  Company  at  Platte  Center,  Nebraska,  and  he  owns  residence 
property  in  Lindsay,  Nebraska. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1893.  Mr.  Fangmann  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Mary  Enning,  a  daughter  of  H,  rniaii  and  Maggie  (Weimeskirch)  Enning,  the 
former  a  native  of  Iowa  and  tin  l.itter  of  Germany,  whence  she  came  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents  when  three  years  old,  the  family  locating  in  Bellevue, 
Jackson  county,  Iowa.  In  that  state  Mr.  Enning  was  successfully  identified  with 
general  agricultural  pursuits  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1886.  His  wife  sur- 
vives at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years  and  makes  her  home  with  our  subject.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fangmann  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  Caroline  died  on  the 
lOtli  of  September,  1909,  when  thirteen  years  of  age.  The  others  are  Leander, 
who  is  about  twenty-two  years  old,  resides  in  Norfolk,  Nebraska,  and  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Northwestern  Railroad  Company;  Antoinette,  who  is  eighteen  years 
of  age;  Leona,  a  maiden  of  fifteen;  Elsie,  Victoria,  Linus,  Cecilia,  Eugene  and 
Deulah  M.,  who  are  thirteen,  eleven,  nine,  seven,  five  and  two  years  of  age,  respect- 
ively. The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  January  2,  191  t.  afti  r  ir.  illness  of  but 
ten  days.  She  was  born  in  Bellevue,  Jackson  county,  low  i.  .1  iiiuny  I.  1873.  and 
had  won  many  warm  friends  during  her  residence  in  Pl.itti  county,  so  that  her 
death   was   the  occasion  of  deep   and  widespread  regret. 

Mr.  Fangmann  is  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  church,  also  belongs  to  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  in  politics  is  a  democrat.  His  has  been  an  active 
life  in  which  have  been  few  leisure  hours  and  his  diligence  and  determination  have 
constituted  the  foundation  upon  which  he  has  builded  1] 


HENRY  J.   BRAUN. 

Henry  J.  Braun,  a  highly  respected  farmer  of  Granville  township,  living  on 
section  25,  has  always  made  his  home  in  that  part  of  Platte  county.  He 
is  a  native  son  of  Humphrey  township,  born  December  26,  1881,  his  parents  being 
Joseijh  and  Eva  (Scheideniantel)  Braun,  who  are  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  sketch  of  Joseph  Braun  on  another  page  of  this  work,  Henry  J,  Braun  had  the 
usual  experiences  of  the  farm  bred  boy.  He  worked  in  the  fields  in  early  youth 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  and  parochial  schools.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  and  then  started  out  in 
business  for  himself  by  operating  rented  land.  For  the  past  three  years  he  has 
operated  the  Anton  Pelle  place,  comprising  three  hundred   and   fifty-five  acres   on 
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section  '25,  Granville  township,  and  its  excellent  appearance  indicates  his  careful 
supervision  and  practical  methods.  He  is  very  energetic  and  resolute  in  what  he 
undertakes  and,  working  along  modern  lines  of  farming,  is  producing  excellent 
results  in  the  cultivation  of  his  fields. 

On  the  22d  of  September,  1909,  Mr.  Braun  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  E. 
Carroll,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Mary  (Grant)  Carroll,  the  former  a  native  of 
Illinois  and  the  latter  of  Ireland.  Her  father  has  been  a  lifelong  farmer  of  Peoria 
county,  Illinois,  and  has  now  reached  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  His  wife  died 
November  16,  1906.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Braun  have  become  parents  of  a  son,  Joseph 
Hugh,  born  December  11,  1911.  They  are  well  known  in  Granville  township, 
where  they  have  many  warm  friends,  who  esteem  them  highly  for  their  good 
traits  of  character.  They  hold  membership  in  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Braun 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Politically  his  allegiance  is  given  to  the 
democratic  party,  for  he  believes  that  its  principles  contain  the  best  elements  of 
good  government.  He  has  no  time  for  public  office,  however,  preferring  to  con- 
centrate his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs,  which,  well  directed,  are  bringing 
to  him  substantial  and  deserved  success. 


DAVID  WILLIAM  JENKINSON. 

David  William  Jenkinson,  a  resident  farmer  of  Monroe  township,  is  one  of  the 
self-made  men  whose  life  record  proves  that  enterprise,  resolute  purpose  and  un- 
flagging energy  will  lead  to  success.  He  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account  when 
a  youth  of  thirteen  years  and  since  then  has  depended  entirely  upon  his  own  resources. 
He  was  born  in  Auburn,  New  York,  February  7,  1851,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
Ann  (Morton)  Jenkinson.  The  father  was  born  in  Ireland  and  the  mother  in 
Canada.  She  is  now  living  in  Madison,  Nebraska,  at  the  age  of  more  than  ninety 
years,  but  Mr.  Jenkinson  passed  away  in  1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  He  chose 
farming  as  a  life  work  and  on  coming  to  the  new  world  settled  in  Canada,  where  he 
was  married  and  began  his  domestic  life.  About  1849  he  removed  to  New  York  and 
continued  to  reside  in  the  Empire  state  until  1853,  when  he  removed  to  Montreal, 
Canada,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  1864.  In  that  year  he  went  to  Du  Page 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  continued  to  till  the  soil,  and  on  leaving  that  district  he 
removed  to  Nebraska  in  1874,  settling  in  Grand  Prairie  township,  Platte  county, 
when  the  district  was  known  as  Stearns  prairie.  He  homesteaded  eighty  acres,  cast- 
ing in  his  lot  with  the  few  settlers  who  had  penetrated  into  the  region.  Later  he 
removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Albion,  where  he  continued  his  residence  until  called  to  his 
final  rest.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  a  man  of  good  qualities 
although  of  a  retiring  disposition. 

David  W.  Jenkinson,  the  eldest  of  his  eight  children,  attended  school  in  Canada 
and  for  one  winter  in  Du  Page  county,  Illinois,  but  his  school  training  was  somewhat 
meager  and  he  has  had  to  learn  the  lessons  of  business  life  in  the  school  of  experience. 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  began  earning  his  living  as  a  farm  hand,  his  money  going 
to  the  support  of  the  family  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  then  went  to  Chicago 
and  for  four  years  worked  as  a  teamster  in  that  city.  In  1874  he  arrived  in  Platte 
county,  where  he  began  breaking  the  prairie  after  securing  a  homestead  claim  in 
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Grand  Prairie  township.  He  began  farming  with  a  team  of  green  steers  which  he 
broke.  Not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made  upon  the  place  when 
he  took  possession  of  it  and  there  was  much  labor  incident  to  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement. He  lived  in  Grand  Prairie  township  until  1881,  when  he  sold  his  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  there  and  removed  to  Monroe  township.  Later  he  returned  to 
Chicago  for  one  winter  in  order  to  obtain  work  as  conditions  here  were  such  that  he 
could  not  do  anything.  In  1894  he  removed  to  Jackson  county,  Texas,  where  he 
raised  cotton  for  three  years  and  then  took  up  his  residence  in  Galveston  in  order 
that  his  sons  might  have  better  educational  advantages.  After  spending  a  little  over 
one  year  in  that  city  he  returned  to  Nebraska,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  occupies 
IX  nice  home  near  Monroe,  where  at  one  time  he  owned  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  land  but  has  since  given  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  this  to  his  sons,  so  that 
he  now  owns  two  hundred  acres,  which  lie  rents  to  them.  He  is  now  practically  living 
retired,  although  he  still  gives  personal  supervision  to  the  management  and  furtiier 
development  of  his  farm.  While  in  Grand  Prairie  township  he  raised  Durham  cattle 
and  after  locating  in  Monroe  township  he  gave  more  attention  to  stock-raising  than 
to  the  cultivation  of  grain.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of 
Monroe  and  became  one  of  the  original  stockholders  and  first  directors. 

In  1878  Mr.  Jenkinson  was  married  to  Miss  Miriam  D.  Hollingshead,  who  was 
born  in  Indiana  but  was  reared  in  Wisconsin.  She  is  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Luzena  Jane  (Dennis)  Hollingshead,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Monroe  township. 
Her  mother  is  living  in  Monroe  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  but  her 
father  is  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenkinson  now  have  two  children:  Edward  D., 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work;  and  William  J.,  who  follows  farming  near  the 
home  place  and  is  married  and  has  three  daughters. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles.  He  belongs  to  the  Modern 
Woodmen  camp  at  Monroe,  in  which  he  has  filled  various  official  positions,  and  he 
has  also  passed  through  all  of  the  chairs  in  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Monroe,  having 
been  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Mystic  Lodge,  No.  321.  His  wife  is  active  in 
tlie  Presbyterian  church.  In  politics  Mr.  Jenkinson  is  a  prominent  republican, 
working  earnestly  for  the  success  of  the  party.  His  has  been  a  well  spent  life  and 
one  which  is  crowned  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity.  He  came  to  Platte 
county  with  a  cash  capital  of  only  thirty-six  dollars  and  today  is  numbered  among 
tlie  substantial  citizens  of  the  community,  his  success  having  been  acquired  through 
ills  own  persistent  efforts  and  his  unfaltering  energy.  His  entire  career  is  an  indica- 
tion of  the  fact  that  success  and  an  honored  name  may  be  won  simultaneously. 


J.  W.  CURTIS. 


J.  W.  Curtis,  connected  with  the  Columbus  Fuel  &  Storage  Company  and  for- 
merly well  known  as  an  able,  prominent  and  successful  contractor,  was  born  February 
25,  188,S,  in  Adams  county,  Iowa.  His  father,  Jerome  B.  Curtis,  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  born  October  6,  1838.  He  pursued  his  education  in  Knox  county.  Illinois, 
where  he  afterward  worked  for  his  father  until  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war, 
when  he  enlisted  for  service  with  an  Illinois  regiment.  However,  he  was  transferred 
to  Company  K,  Eighth  Missouri   Infantry,  as  a  sharpshooter  and  participated  in  a 
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number  of  the  most  hotly  contested  engagements  of  the  war,  including  the  battles  of 
Shiloh  and  Gett_vsburg.  He  was  never  wounded,  but  in  the  engagement  at  Shiloh  his 
canteen  was  shot  away  and  at  Gettysburg  he  was  knocked  unconscious  by  a  cannon 
ball  striking  so  close  to  him  that  the  result  was  as  above  stated.  For  six  months 
he  was  held  a  prisoner  of  war  in  the  south  and  after  being  exchanged  he  continued 
with  his  command  until  the  stars  and  stripes  were  planted  in  the  capital  of  the 
southern  Confederacy  and  hostilities  ceased.  He  then  returned  to  Knox  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  carried  on  general  farming  for 
several  years.  From  there  he  removed  to  Adams  county,  Iowa,  in  1878  and  for  ten 
years  cultivated  a  rented  farm,  while  later  he  made  his  home  for  four  years  in 
Atwood,  Logan  county,  Colorado.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  became  a 
resident  of  Dawson  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  operated  a  transfer  line  for  about 
a  decade,  and  in  1900  he  came  to  Columbus,  Platte  county,  where  he  continued  in 
business  as  a  railroad  contractor  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  28th  of 
April,  1913.  He  had  led  a  busy  and  useful  life  and  passed  away  when  in  the 
seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

J.  W.  Curtis  was  educated  in  Dawson  county,  Nebraska,  and  there  worked  for 
his  father  upon  the  home  farm  until  his  parents  removed  to  Platte  county,  after 
which  he  assisted  in  the  contracting  business  until  his  father's  death.  He  then 
became  manager  of  the  business  and  remained  active  in  that  line  until  the  spring  of 
1915.  He  is  now  connected  with  the  Columbus  Fuel  &  Storage  Company  and  enjoys 
a  liberal  patronage. 

Mr.  Curtis  married  Miss  Fannie  Fay,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Flora  (Mowery) 
Fay.  She  was  born  in  Columbus,  Platte  county,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1885,  and  by 
her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  a  son.  Jack  Vernon. 

Tlie  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church  and  Mr. 
Curtis  also  holds  membership  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  with  tiie  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles.  His  political  indorsement  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and, 
while  he  has  never  sought  nor  desired  office,  he  has  always  been  loyal  to  the  princi- 
ples in  which  he  believes  and  by  his  ballot  champions  the  cause  of  his  party.  Much 
of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  this  state  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  characteristic 
of  tlie  west  finds  expression  in  his  business  career. 


PAUL  G.   SMEALL. 


Paul  G.  Smeall,  manager  of  the  lumberyard  of  the  Nye-Schneider-Fowler 
Company  dt  Cornlea  is  an  enterprising  young  business  man,  alert  to  the  oppor- 
tunities for  the  extension  of  the  trade  relations  of  the  business  which  he  represents. 
He  has  not  yet  completed  his  third  decade  on  life's  journey,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Dodge  county,  Nebraska,  October  30,  1887,  his  parents  being  Jacob  and 
Anna  (Sykorska)  Smeall.  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  when  a  youth  of  about  twelve  years,  the  family  home 
being  established  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  grandfather,  who  w 
occupation,  secured  a  tract  of  land,  while  Jacob  Smeall  obtained  a 
mines,  devoting  twenty-two  years  of  his  life  to  that  pursuit.  Ir 
to   Nebraska,  settling  in   Dodge   county,  where  he  took   up   a   honn 
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i-ultivated  and  improved  for  some  time.  He  then  removed  to  Howard  county, 
Nebraska,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  a  considerable  period,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Dodge  county.  Year  after  year  he  carefully  tilled  his  fields  until  1900, 
when  he  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  farm  and  removed  to  Dodge,  Nebraska, 
where  he  resided  until  April  12,  1914,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Cornlea,  that 
county,  where  he  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  His  wife  also 
survives  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 

Paul  G.  Smeall  was  reared  and  educated  in  Dodge  county,  Nebraska,  the  first 
five  years  of  his  life  being  spent  upon  the  old  homestead  farm,  at  the  end  of 
wliich  time  his  father  abandoned  agricultural  pursuits.  He  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  after  he  had  completed  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  worked  at  his 
trade  for  twelve  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Nye-Schneider-Fowler  Company  in  their  lumberyard  at  Dodge,  Nebraska, 
and  made  so  creditable  a  record  that  on  the  12th  of  February,  1914.,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  manager  of  their  j'ard  at  Cornlea,  acting  in  that  capacity 
to  the  present  time  and  making  an  excellent  record  by  the  prompt  and  faithful 
manner  in  which  he  discharges  his  duties.  This  companj'  operates  the  elevator  at 
Cornlea,  deals  in  lumber  and  coal  and  also  engages  in  buying  and  selling  hogs.  In 
business  Mr.  Smeall  seems  ready  to  meet  any  emergency  and  is  persistent,  energetic, 
upright  and  honorable.  In  his  religious  faith  he  is  a  Catholic,  and  he  belongs  also 
to  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  Politically  he  is  independent,  voting  according 
to  tile  dictates  of  his  judgment,  his  political  opinions  being  based  upon  a  thorough 
understanding  of  the  questions  to  be  settled. 


CHARLES  WILLIAM  BETTERTON. 

In  the  death  of  Charles  William  Betterton  Columbus  lost  a  valued  citizen  and 
all  wlio  knew  him  lost  a  genial  companion  and  faithful  friend.  To  his  family  he 
was  a  devoted  husband  and  father  and  in  every  relation  of  life  he  displayed  those 
cliaracteristics  which  everj-where  awaken  confidence  and  regard.  He  was  born  at 
New  Albany,  Indiana,  August  6,  1854,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  that  city.  Taking  up  the  study  of  music,  he  devoted  nine  years  thereto  and 
displayed  much  talent  in  tliat  art.  Wlirn  eighteen  years  of  age  he  accompanied 
his  l)arents  to  northern  Iiidian.i.  the  timily  home  being  established  at  Kouts. 
Wlicn  twenty-three  years  of  nt^v  lie  took  up  railroading  on  the  Pennsylvania  sys- 
tem and  was  a  trainman  on  tlie  first  train  going  into  Chicago  over  that  road  that 
burned  coal. 

Later  Mr.  Betterton  became  a  traveling  salesman,  going  upon  the  road  for  the 
Milwaukee  Harvester  Company,  which  he  represented  for  eight  years  in  Indiana 
territory  before  he  was  transferred  to  the  Pacific  coast  with  Everett,  Washington, 
as  his  headquarters.  In  1901  he  was  transferred  to  Nebraska  territory,  remaining 
with  the  same  company,  but  in  that  year  he  resigned  his  position  with  the  Harvester 
Company  and  took  up  a  similar  position  with  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine 
Company,  which  position  he  acceptably  filled  for  eight  years,  or  until  his  death, 
being  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  salesmen  connected  with  that  corporation. 

Mr.  Betterton  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  20th  of  December,   1877,  to  Miss 
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Harriett  Brumbaugh,  and  to  them  were  born  four  sons :  Ben,  who  is  a  painter  and 
decorator  of  Columbus;  Jesse  Oatman,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  School  of  Mines 
and  is  now  a  metallurgist;  Ira,  who  is  a  painter;  and  George  McCuUough,  who 
follows  the  same  business. 

Mr.  Betterton  was  a  member  of  the  ^Modern  Woodmen,  the  Independent  Order 
of  Foresters  and  the  United  Commercial  Travelers,  and  when  he  passed  away,  his 
death  being  occasioned  by  Bright's  disease,  on  the  11th  of  April,  1909,  the  Hall 
of  Columbus  Council,  No.  329,  U.  C.  T.,  passed  the  following  resolution:  "Tliis 
council  has  received  official  announcement  of  the  death  of  Brother  Charles  W. 
Betterton,  who  departed  this  life  April  11,  1909,  at  his  home  in  Columbus.  Brother 
Betterton  was  a  charter  member  of  this  council  and  we  believe  it  may  be  said  of 
his  work  and  walk  among  us  that  he  was  an  exemplar  of  the  best  tenets  of  our 
organization.  He  was  an  t  xpcment  of  tliat  liigli  type  of  fraternal  spirit  which 
demands  from  man  in  behalf  of  his  fellowmen  some  of  sacrifice,  much  of  cheer,  all 
of  kindness  and  charity  not  measured  by  human  boundaries.  In  the  state  he  was  a 
subject,  not  slothful  in  performance  of  the  duties  of  citizenship,  but  active  and 
earnest  in  promotion  of  his  economic  principles.  In  the  home  he  was  an  idolized 
husband  and  father.  In  our  council  he  was  both  brother  and  friend  to  every 
brother  here.  We  feel  that  in  the  death  of  Brother  Betterton  our  council  and  the 
order  national  has  suffered  a  distinct  loss. 

"Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  this  council  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  en- 
gross the  foregoing  sentiment  for  presentation  to  the  household  of  our  departed 
brother,  and  that  a  copy  hereof  be  presented  to  the  local  press  for  publication,  and 
also  to  The  Sample  Case,  the  official  paper  of  our  order. 

Frank  Schram, 
W.  J.  Walter, 
M.    C.    Bloedorn, 

Resolutions    committee." 

Mr.  Betterton  indeed  possessed  a  genial  nature,  a  social  disposition  and  a  kindly 
spirit  and  his  many  good  qualities  endeared  him  to  all  with  whom  he  had  business 
or  social  relations.  He  made  friends  wherever  he  went  and  that  his  life  was 
upriglit  and  honorable  is   indicated   in  the  fact  that  he  was  best  loved   where  best 


CARL  MUELLER. 

Carl  Mueller,  of  Grand  Prairie  township,  who  devotes  his  time  and  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Illinois,  on  the  24.th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1868.  His  parents,  Fred  and  Julia  (Stickle)  Mueller,  were  natives  of 
Germany  and  both  were  born  in  1832,  the  former  on  the  13th  of  .\ugust  and  the 
latter  on  the  30th  of  September.  Not  long  after  emigrating  to  the  L'liittd  States 
the  father  joined  the  Union  army  at  Litchfield,  Illinois,  and  served  for  three  years 
in  the  Civil  war.  He  was  wounded  in  the  foot  but  otherwise  escaped  injury.  In  1872 
he  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  took  up  land  on  his  soldier's  warrant,  locating 
on  section  26,  Grand  Prairie  township.  He  was  a  successful  farmer  and  his  many 
sterling  qualities   gained   him  the  confidence  and   warm  regard   of   those   who   were 
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brouglit  in  contact  with  him.  He  passed  away  on  the  2d  of  September,  1890,  but  was 
survived  for  three  years  by  his  wife,  who  died  October  18,  1893.  They  left  three 
cliildren  living,  Carl,  F.  H.  and  Otto. 

Carl  Mueller  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  assumed 
charge  of  the  operation  of  a  quarter  section  of  land  belonging  to  his  uncle,  Fred 
Mulock,  and  following  the  death  of  the  latter  he  remained  with  his  aunt  and  con- 
tinued to  manage  the  farm.  At  her  death  he  inherited  the  place,  which  he  is  still 
operating,  raising  both  grain  and  stock. 

Mr.  Mueller  was  married  April  28.  1892,  to  INIi.ss  Sophia  Neemeyer,  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  their  five  children  are:  Olga,  Elsie,  Anette,  Clara  and  Victor.  Mr. 
Mueller  is  independent  in  politics,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  takes  a  deep  interest.  Practically  his  entire  time 
is  taken  up  by  his  farm  work,  and  his  labors  yield  him  a  good  financial  return. 


CARI,   JOHANX   CAKLSOX. 

An  important  feature  in  the  busiiuss  activity  and  commercial  enterprise  of 
Lindsay  is  the  general  mercantile  store  of  Carlson  Brotiiers,  of  wliich  Carl  Johann 
Carlson  is  the  senior  partner.  He  has  made  for  himself  a  creditable  place  in 
business  circles  and  investigation  into  his  career  shows  that  his  methods  are  those 
which  measure  up  to  the  liighest  standard  of  commercial  ethics.  Moreover,  Mr. 
Carlson  comes  from  Sweden,  a  country  which  one  of  the  most  noted  Anierican 
travelers  has  characterized  as  "tlie  home  of  the  honest  man."  He  was  born  at 
Blackstad,  Socken,  Kalmar  Lan,  on  the  15th  of  November,  1862,  a  son  of  Carl 
Peter  and  Christina  (Johannson)  Carlson,  in  whose  family  there  were  seven 
children,  two  of  whom  have  now  passed  away.  Two  sisters  of  the  family  are  still 
in  Sweden  and  one  son  is  in  South  Dakota,  while  the  other  two  sons  constitute 
the  firm  of  Carlson  Brothers  at  Lindsay. 

Carl  Johann  Carlson,  who  is  the  eldest  of  the  family,  acquired  a  common-school 
education  and  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  he  sought  the  business  opportunities  offered  in  the  new  world  and  made  his 
way  to  Elgin,  Illinois,  in  company  with  other  boys  from  Sweden.  He  secured  work 
as  a  farm  liand  and  was  thus  einplo}'ed  for  four  years  and  later  removed  to  St. 
Edward,  Nebraska,  where  he  was  employed  on  the  Brainard  ranch  for  five  years. 
He  then  went  to  Newman  Grove  and  secured  a  situation  in  a  general  mercantile 
store,  in  which  he  remained  for  two  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Lindsay  and 
entered  the  Johnson  Implement  store,  in  which  he  continued  for  a  year.  He  after- 
ward became  a  clerk  in  the  general  mercantile  store  of  Henry  Ehlers,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  three  years,  when  he  and  his  brother.  P.  A.  Carlson,  and  Peter 
Johnson  purchased  the  business  from  Mr.  Ehh  rs  in  189(5.  That  cdniiection  was 
maintained  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  Carlson  and  his  brother 
bought  out  the  interest  of  tlieir  partner,  and  they  have  since  been  conducting  the 
business  under  the  firm  style  of  Carlson  Brothers.  They  now  have  a  large  store, 
carrying  an  up-to-date  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  the  business  has  tripled 
since  they  secured  control.  They  follow  progressive  methods,  are  most  careful  in 
meeting   the    wants    and    wishes    of   their    patrons,    and    their    reliable   dealing   and 
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courteous  treatment  are  salient  features  in  the  growing  success.  They  have  ever 
recognized  the  fact  that  satisfied  customers  are  the  best  advertisement  and  they 
have  built  up  their  business  along  substantial  lines  leading  to  continued  prosperity. 
In  addition  to  his  mercantile  interests  Carl  J.  Carlson  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers 
Elevator  Association  of  Lindsay. 

In  1888  Mr.  Carlson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  Hedberg,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Hedberg,  who  removed  to  Platte  county  from  Bishop  Hill,  Illinois, 
settling  at  Lookingglass.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
children,  Nettie,  Carl,  Floyd  and  Chester. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Carlson  is  an  earnest  republican  but  not  an  office 
seeker.  He  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp  at  Lindsay,  in  which  he  has 
held  different  offices,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  of  Newman 
Grove.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Lindsay  Commercial  Club  and  takes  an  active  and 
helpful  interest  in  all  plans  and  measures  to  promote  the  welfare  and  upbuilding 
of  the  town.  He  recognizes  public  needs  as  he  does  the  conditions  of  his  business 
and  seeks  ever  to  further  those  plans  which  promote  civic  virtue,  improvement 
and  pride. 


R.  BRUCE  WEBB. 


A  busy  and  active  life  intelligently  directed  has  brought  to  R.  Bruce  Webb  a 
substantial  measure  of  success,  so  that  he  is  numbered  among  the  men  of  affluence 
in  Crcston,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  auctioneering  business  and 
also  has  other  important  financial  and  business  connections.  He  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee, May  23,  1868,  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Margaret  (Charlton)  Webb,  who 
were  also  natives  of  that  state.  The  father  was  educated  for  the  ministry  but 
before  beginning  active  work  in  that  connection  the  Civil  war  broke  out  and  he 
joined  the  Confederate  army,  with  which  he  served  for  three  years.  He  had  his 
skull  cracked  during  the  war  and  this  left  him  in  rather  feeble  health.  In  February, 
1870,  he  removed  to  Omaha,  Douglas  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  resided  for  sixteen 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  came  to  Platte  county  and  resided  on  a 
farm  near  Creston  for  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  removed  to  Madison 
county,  where  he  purchased  land,  there  carrying  on  general  farming  for  several 
years,  after  which  he  retired  from  ulivc  Imsiuess  and  removed  to  Madison,  living 
in  that  county  for  seventeen  years,  llr  lu  \t  went  to  Kearney,  Nebraska,  and  still 
later  to  Omaha,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death  occurring  in  April, 
1915,  wlien  he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  His  widow  is  now 
living  in  Omaha,  aged  seventy-four. 

R.  Bruce  Webb  was  reared  and  educated  in  Papillion  and  Creston,  Nebraska, 
remaining  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  afterward  engaged 
in  driving  a  team  on  grade  work  for  the  Northwestern  Railroad  during  the  process 
of  building,  the  line.  He  also  worked  out  as  a  farm  hand  for  three  years,  but, 
desirous  that  his  labors  should  more  directly  benefit  himself,  he  rented  land  which 
lie  continued  to  cultivate  for  several  years.  He  then  removed  to  Stanton  county, 
Nebraska,  where  he  carried  on  farming  until  1902,  at  which  time  he  returned  to 
Platte  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  a  year. 
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Coming  to  Creston,  Mr.  Webb  has  since  made  this  town  his  home  and  has  de- 
voted the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  the  real-estate  business  and  to  auctioneering. 
He  also  bought  land  south  of  the  town.  He  is  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the 
Citizens  State  Bank  of  Creston  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Com- 
pany. His  business  affairs  have  always  been  carefully  and  wisely  conducted,  dis- 
playing sound  judgment,  keen  sagacity  and  unfaltering  energy.  His  services  are 
almost  constantly  in  demand  as  an  auctioneer,  and  he  has  cried  some  of  the  largest 
sales  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  was  also  in  the  government  service,  selling  at 
auction  the  Indian  lands  in  Nebraska  and  Wyoming  for  two  years  during  the 
presidency  of  William  Howard  Taft. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1891,  Mr.  Webb  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mabel  Westcott,  a  daughter  of  Welland  and  Anna  (Lewis)  Westcott,  who  were 
natives  of  Illinois.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  also  a  mason  by 
trade.  In  1878  he  became  a  resident  of  Platte  county  and  after  living  in  Columbus 
for  some  time  took  up  his  abode  in  Creston  township,  where  he  purchased  land, 
which  he  cultivated  for  several  years.  In  1894  he  removed  to  Missouri,  where  he 
resided  for  a  few  years,  after  which  he  went  to  Omaha  and  later  returned  to 
Creston,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1914,  when  he 
was  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  His  widow  survives  and  lives  in  Creston  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webb  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Troy,  who  was  born  in  July,  1892,  and  died  in  September  of  that  year;  Vera, 
born  in   November,   1894;  and   Kenneth,  in  September,   1900. 

Mr.  Webb  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  the  community  and  county  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 
To  this  end  he  cooperates  in  many  movements  calculated  to  benefit  the  district.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Platte  County  Fair  Association,  has  done  good  work  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  of  Creston  and  has  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  town 
board,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  on  the  republican  ticket,  having  ever  been  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  that  party.  In  fact,  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  pro- 
moting its  growth  and  insuring  its  success  and  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
republican  central  committee  of  Platte  county.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Degree  of  Honor  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  is 
a  member  of  tlie  company  which  owns  the  United  Workmen  building  in  Creston. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  Northern  Nebraska  Auctioneers  Association.  He  owns 
a  fine  home  in  Creston,  modern  in  every  respect,  and  one  of  its  chief  charms  is  the 
warm-hearted  and  gracious  hospitality  which  he  and  his  wife  extend  to  their  many 
friends.  He  is  thoroughly  alive  and  alert,  energetic,  ready  to  meet  any  emergency, 
and  at  all  times  loyal  to  an  interest  or  cause  which  he  espouses.  His  county  num- 
bers  him   among  its   representative  citizens,  his   worth   being  acknowledged   by  all. 


SIMON  P.   BENDER. 


Simon  P.  Bender,  a  resident  farmer  of  Humphrey  township,  living  on  section 
22.  has  always  spent  his  life  in  Platte  county,  and  the  spirit  of  western  enterprise 
and  progress  finds  expression  in  his  business  career.  He  was  born  October  2, 
1887.  in  the  township  in  which  he  still  makes  his  home,  his  parents  being  John  W. 
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and  Mary  (Wunder)  Bender,  of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
The  son  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  pursued  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  parochial  school  of  Humphrey.  Through  the  periods  of  vacation  he 
assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  and  continued  to  live  with  his  parents  until 
lie  attained  his  majority.  His  father  and  mother  then  removed  to  a  farm  near 
the  town,  and  Simon  P.  Bender  continued  upon  the  old  homestead,  which  he  has 
since  cultivated.  His  place  is  known  as  the  Poland  China  Breeding  Farm,  which 
name  indicates  an  important  feature  of  his  business,  for  he  is  very  extensively  and 
successfully  engaged  in  the  raising  of  thoroughbred  Poland  China  hogs,  in  which 
connection  he  has  become  widely  known.  He  also  feeds  a  carload  of  cattle  each 
year,  and  his  live-stock  interests  are  a  most  important  and  profitable  feature  of  his 
business.  He  has  a  half  section  of  land  which  is  situated  on  section  22,  Humphrey 
township,  and  the  soil,  naturally  rich  and  productive,  returns  to  him  a  gratifying 
annual  income. 

On  the  M-th  of  September.  1910,  Mr.  Bender  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sabina  Abler,  a  daughter  of  Ed^vin  and  Christina  (Gehr)  Abler,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Gerin.uiy  but  came  to  America  in  early  life  and  for  a  time  resided 
in  Missouri.  Subs.inuntly  tiuy  established  their  home  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska, 
and  Mr.  Abler  is  ikiw  upc  rating  the  .Joseph  Bender  farm,  adjoining  the  farm  of 
Simon  P.  Bender.  To  tiic  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  P.  Bender  has  been 
born  a  daughter,  Mildred  M..  whose  natal  day  was  December  7,  1913. 

The  religious  faith  of  tlir  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  Mr.  Bender 
belongs  also  to  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  His  political  belief  is  that  of  the 
democratic  party  but  he  has  had  neither  the  time  nor  the  inclination  to  seek  public 
office,  preferring  always  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs.  His 
entire  life  has  been  spent  upon  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies  and  cultivates  and 
which  is  one  of  the  valuable  properties  of  Humphrey  township.  He  leads  a  most 
busy,  active  and  useful  life,  and  his  labors  are  attended  with  a  measure  of  well 
deserved  success. 


JEROME  W.  CONNELLY. 

Jerome  W.  Connelly,  who  is  octujiving  the  position  of  postmaster  at  Lindsay, 
was  born  September  20,  1892,  a  son  of  Frank  and  Mary  Connelly,  who  settled  in 
Platte  county  in  1872,  coming  from  Lindsay,  Canada,  the  town  of  Lindsay,  Ne- 
braska, being  named  in  honor  of  their  old  home  town  in  Canada.  Frank  Connelly 
worked  upon  a  farm  and  afterward  established  a  store,  which  he  conducted  suc- 
cessfully for  a  time.  He  afterward  disposed  of  the  store  to  Martin  Mogan  and 
opened  a  hardware  business,  which  he  conducted  in  partnership  with  William  Degan 
for  a  time.  A  few  years  later  he  disposed  of  this  business  and  in  connection  with 
liis  nephew,  Jesse  Connelly,  went  to  Creston,  Nebraska,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business,  conduclinii  his  ,  st.iblishnient  for  two  and  a  half  years.  On 
disposing  of  his  interests  ,it  that  ])laif  he  returned  to  Lindsay  and  retired  from 
active  business.  He  now  resides  upon  land  which  his  father  homesteaded  on  first 
coming  to  the  state  and  his  former  business  activity  provided  him  with  the  capital 
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tliat  now  enables  him  to  enjoy  a  period  of  rest.  His  political  allegiance  is  given 
to  the  democratic  party,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church. 

Jerome  W.  Connelly  attended  school  in  Lindsay  and  for  three  years  continued 
his  studies  at  Quincy,  Illinois.  He  was  also  in  school  at  York,  Nebraska,  for 
about  six  months,  after  which  he  returned  to  Lindsay,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
auto  livery  business  for  about  two  years.  Subsequently  he  was  employed  at  farm 
labor  until  the  1st  of  September,  191 -i.  On  the  1st  of  October,  of  that  year,  he 
took  charge  of  the  Lindsay  postofBce,  which  he  is  now  conducting,  performing  his 
work  in  a  careful  and  systematic  manner  that  is  highly  satisfactory  to  his  patrons 
and  to  those  who  have  general  supervision  over  the  office. 

Mr.  Connelly  votes  with  the  democratic  party  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Catholic  church.  Much  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  the  locality  in  which  he 
now  lives  and  he  enjoys  in  large  measure  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  been  brought  in  contact. 


JOSEPH  BRAUN. 


Among  the  well  known  citizens  of  Humphrey  township  is  Joseph  Braun,  who 
lives  on  section  SO,  and,  as  those  who  know  him  entertain  for  him  warm  regard, 
the  history  of  his  life  cannot  fail  to  prove  of  interest  to  his  many  friends.  He  was 
born  in  Wisconsin,  April  1,  1850,  a  son  of  John  P.  and  Anna  M.  (Schrueder) 
Braun,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  where  they  remained  until  18-i8, 
when  they  sailed  for  the  new  world.  They  did  not  tarry  on  the  Atlantic  coast 
but  made  their  way  at  once  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  settling  six  miles  south 
of  Milwaukee,  where  Mr.  Braun  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  develop  and  improve  until  1861.  He  then  went  to  Dane  county,  AVis- 
consin,  and  invested  his  savings  in  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  continued  to 
cultivate  until  1879.  He  then  sold  that  property  and  came  to  Platte  county,  Ne- 
braska, where  he  homesteaded  eighty  acres  and  also  secured  a  timber  claim  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  St.  Mary's.  With  characteristic  energy  he  bent  his 
efforts  to  the  immediate  development  and  improvement  of  the  land,  which  he  con- 
verted into  a  fine  farm  that  he  cultivated  tliroughout  his  remaining  days.  He  died 
in   1893,  being  survived  for  five  years  by  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in   1898. 

Joseph  Braun  was  reared  and  educated  in  Wisconsin.  He  remained  upon 
his  father's  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when  he  entered  college 
in  preparation  for  teaching,  which  profession  he  afterward  followed  in  Wisconsin, 
Iowa  and  Nebraska  for  nine  years.  He  then  put  aside  the  work  of  the  schoolroom 
and  in  1878  took  up  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  30, 
Humjjhrey  township.  He  set  about  improving  his  land  and  lias  since  continued 
its  cultivation  with  good  results,  his  fields  annually  bringing  forth  golden  harvests 
as  the  result  of  his  early  plowing,  planting  and  unflagging  care.  He  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Comjjany  of  Humphrey  and  one  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Hum])lircy.  In  the  thirty-seven  years  which 
have  come  and  gone  since  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming  he  has  won  success 
as  the  reward  of  persistent,  earnest  labor.  In  addition  to  his  home  place  he  owns 
a  half  section  of  land  in  Boone  county,  Nebraska. 
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On  the  25th  of  February,  1878,  iMr.  Braiin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Josephine  Scheidemantel,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Cunnigunda  (Meyer)  Scheide- 
mantcl,  who  were  natives  of  Bavaria.  They  came  to  America  in  early  life  and 
settled  in  Wisconsin,  where  the  father  purchased  land,  upon  which  he  lived  for 
Fome  years.  Later  ht  removed  with  his  family  to  Iowa  and  became  the  owner 
of  a  farm  in  Winneshiek  county,  devoting  his  remaining  days  to  its  development 
and  improvement.  He  died  January  16,  1888,  and  was  long  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  passed  away  in  November,  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Braun  have  become 
parents  of  ten  ehildr-  ii:  Cunnigunda,  the  wife  of  Bernard  Loliaus,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Humphrey  townshiii;  P(  tt  r  J.,  who  is  living  in  Chicago;  Henry  J.,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Gvanvilk  tuuiibhii);  .Mary,  the  wife  of  Henry  J.  Haferland,  who  follows 
farming  in  Humjjhrey  township;  Minnie,  a  ta-ained  nurse  located  in  Atlantic,  Iowa; 
Leo  J.,  a  farmer  of  Boone  county,  Nebraska;  Anna,  the  wife  of  John  Eggers, 
residing  in  Humphrey;  Josephine,  who  is  studying  in  Omaha  for  the  profession  of 
nursing;  Joseph  F.  E.,  at  home;  and  Anna  Rosa,  who  died  in  August,  1891. 

Mr.  Braun  has  been  very  prominent  in  community  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Catholic  church,  and  his  political  support  is  given  to  the  democratic  party,  on 
which  ticket  he  has  been  elected  to  serve  in  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  In  188t 
and  188,5  he  served  as  county  suixrvisor  and  for  si.xteen  years  he  filled  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  also  served  as  townshijj  treasurer  and  as  clerk,  acting 
in  the  latler  position  for  ten  years.  The  fact  that  he  has  been  again  and  again 
chosen  for  public  office  indicates  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow 
townsmen,  who  regard  him  as  a  capable  and  faithful  official,  his  loyalty  standing 
as  an  unquestioned  fact  in  his  career. 


C.   G.   LUDTKE. 


C.  G.  Ludtke,  who  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  progressive  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  is  a  native  son  of  Platte  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Sherman  township.  His  natal  year  was  1878  and  his  parents  were  Herman  and 
Louisa  (Meyer)  Ludtke,  both  natives  of  (icvinany.  They  were  married,  however, 
in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  wlur,  lli,  y  arrived  about  1863.  The  father  home- 
steaded  eighty  acres  in  Slicrman  township  and  purchased  land  from  time  to  time, 
owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  His  first  wife  died 
in  1891,  and  he  subsequently  married  Miss  Anna  Beitel,  who,  following  his  death 
in  1900,  became  the  wife  of  Wendolin  Brauner.  By  Mr.  Ludtke's  first  marriage 
there  were  born  eight  children  and  by  his  second   four. 

C.  G.  Ludtke  grew  to  manhood  in  this  county  and  through  assisting  his  father 
gained  much  valuable  knowledge  of  agricultural  work.  He  received  a  good  com- 
mon school  education  and  also  attended  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lincoln,  thus 
better  fitting  himself  for  successful  farming.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  his  father's  estate,  which  he  purchased  from  the  other  heirs,  and  earrfes 
on  general  farming,  specializing,  however,  to  some  extent  in  raising  high  grade 
Poland  China  hogs.  The  buildings  upon  the  place  are  substantial  and  well  designed 
and  everything  is  kept  in  excellent  repair. 

Mr.  Ludtke  was  married  February  9.3,  1911,  to  Miss  Anna  Dirks,  a  daughter  of 
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.   H.    Uirks,  a   prominent   farmer  of  Sherman  town: 
■en  born  two  children,   Helen  Louise  and  Lulu  Luc 

]\Ir.  Ludtke  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  for  six 
■ars  served  acceptably  as  township  clerk.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Lutheran 
lurch  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  that  organization.  A  native  of 
latte  county,  he  has  thoroughly  identified  himself  with  its  interests  and  is  always 
illing  to  do  anything  within  his  power  to  promote  its  development  and  progress. 


E.  J.  WEIDNER. 


Among  the  successful  farmer: 
was  horn  in  Cook  county.  Illinois. 
The  parents  removed  to  Platte  c. 
this  county  with  his  brother.  Ada 
removed  here.  During  the  greal 
has  resided  upon  the  same  farm 
proven  a  very  efficient  agriculturi: 
which  is  well  improved,  and  dei 
until   1912  he  resided  in  Lindsay 


1  of  St.  Bernard  townsliip  is  E.  J.  Weidner,  who 
June  24,  1869,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Weidner. 
unty,  Nebraska,  in  1883.  E.  J.  Weidner  came  to 
m  Weidner,  in  1884,  a  year  after  his  parents  had 
tr  part  of  the  time  that  has  since  intervened  he 
on  section  14,  St.  Bernard  township,  and  he  has 
>t.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
ives  a  good  income  from  his  farm.  From  1907 
,  where  he  owned  and  operated  the  electric  light 


))lant.     Subsequently  he  conducted  a  garage  in  Lindsay  for  two  j 
returned  to  the  farm,  where  he  has  since  remained. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1891,  Mr.  Weidner  was  married  to  Miss  Delia  Al- 
brecht.  a  daughter  of  John  Albrccht.  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  ten  children, 
as  follows:  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Allen  Broehle,  of  this  county;  and  Anna.  Hen- 
rietta, Herman,  Anastasia.  Rayino.i,!.  Antlmny.  Alice,  Luella  and  C'larr.  all  at  heme. 

Tile  political  allegiance  of  Mr.  Weidner  is  given  to  the  democratic  party,  and 
his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  eluirch.  His  has  been  a  life  of  wisely 
directed  energy,  and  he  has  won  a  gratifying  measure  of  financial  success.  He  has 
also  gained  the  full  confidence  and  goodwill  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  into  contact. 


WILLIAM    KURT. 


William  Kurt  i 


a   member  of  tlie 
the  public  welfar 


is  doi 


He  was  born  in  Platte  county.  May  1,  1870,  his  parents  being  John  ai 
Kurt,  the  father  having  come  to  this  state  from  Switzerland  in  the  ye; 
He  established  his  home  upon  a  farm  and  it  was  upon  that  place  that 
Kurt  was  born  and  reared,  working  with  his  father  in  the  fields  until  he 
the    age    of    fourteen    years,    when    he    started    out    ujjon    an    indejiendeiit 


•atifying 
rving  as 
vork   for 


William 
reached 


He  afterward   followed  different  r 


^upatio 


He 


ngagtd    for 
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cattle  herding  and  later  turned  his  attention  to  the  cigar-maker's  trade,  with  which 
he  familiarized  himself,  becoming  an  expert  workman  in  that  line.  In  1900  he 
embarked  in  the  cigar-manufacturing  business  on  his  own  account  and  through  his 
persistent,  earnest  efforts  has  built  up  a  large  trade,  selling  to  local  merchants. 
He  manufactures  the  Little  Duke,  a  five  cent  cigar,  and  the  annual  output  is  between 
two  hundred  and  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  cigars.  He  uses  the  latest  im- 
proved processes  in  manufacture,  observes  the  most  sanitary  conditions  in  the  care 
of  the  plant  and  by  reason  of  his  reliable  business  methods  and  unfaltering  enter- 
prise has  gained  a  substantial  measure  of  prosperity. 

Mr.  Kurt  is  well  known  in  fraternal  circles.  He  belongs  to  Thusuelda  Lodge, 
No.  12,  O.  D.  H.  S.;  Platte  Aerie,  No.  1834,  F.  O.  E.,  of  which  he  is  a  charter 
member  and  the  vice  president;  Columbus  Lodge,  No.  1195,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and 
Columbus  Nest,  No.  117,  O.  O.  O.  He  also  has  membership  with  the  Columbus 
Maennerchor  and  with  the  Columbus  Commercial  Club  and  is  interested  in  all  of 
the  plans  of  the  latter  organization  to  promote  the  business  expansion  and  advance 
the  material  development  of  the  city.  In  politics  he  is  an  earnest  democrat,  recog- 
nized as  a  local  leader  in  party  ranks.  He  is  now  serving  for  the  fifth  year  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council  from  the  second  ward  and  is  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee  and  a  member  of  the  judiciary,  public  property,  waterworks  and  claims 
committees.  His  reelection  to  the  office  proves  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
his  fellow  townsmen  and  the  faith  of  his  constituents  has  never  been  betrayed  in 
the  slightest  degree.  On  the  contrary,  he  is  known  as  a  citizen  who  works  earnestly 
to  further  the  public  welfare,  and  he  has  made  an  excellent  record  for  himself  in 
this  connection  and  as  a  self-made  and  thoroughly  reliable  buj 


WILLIAM  JAMES  WALTER. 

During  the  past  decade  William  James  Walter  has  been  a  prominent  repre- 
sentative of  business  interests  in  Columbus  as  president  of  the  Columbus  Brewing 
Company.  His  birth  occurred  in  Mendota,  Illinois,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1859,  his 
parents  being  Christian  and  Mary  Ann  (Kramm)  Walter,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Germany,  the  latter  born  in  Frankfort-on-the-Main.  Their  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  Christian  Walter  passed  away  in  Mendota, 
that  state,  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years,  having  been  born  in  1823.  The 
demise  of  liis  wife  occurred  in  Aurora,  Illinois,  in  June,  1913. 

William  J.  Walter  was  reared  in  Chicago  to  the  age  of  seven  years  and  then 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Mendota,  Illinois,  where  lie  attended 
school  until  eleven  years  old.  Subsequently  he  learned  the  marble-cutting  trade  in 
^lendota  and  there  worked  at  that  occupation  until  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  Aiiilioy.  Illinois,  where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  for  a  year. 
He  was  there  ni.iniiil  ,iiul  next  removed  to  Aurora,  Illinois,  where  he  entered  the 
service  of  a  Chicago  concern  in  whose  interests  he  traveled  as  a  salesman  for  twelve 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period,  in  1891,  he  began  selling  brewing  sup- 
plies for  a  Pittsburg  firm,  being  connected  with  its  Chicago  branch.  This  experi- 
ence gave  him  broad  knowledge  of  the  business,  so  that  in  1905  he  came  to  Colum- 
bus,   Nebraska,   and   embarked   upon    an    independent   venture   as    president   of   the 
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Columbus  Brewing  Company,  which  he  has  since  conducted  in  a  most  able  and 
successful  manner.  He  is  likewise  a  director  of  the  Columbus  Accident  &  Health 
Association  of  Columbus. 

Mr.  Walter  has  been  married  twice.  In  1881,  at  Amboy,  Illinois,  he  wedded 
Miss  Anna  M.  Fasoldt,  who  passed  away  in  Aurora,  that  state,  leaving  four  sons, 
namely:  Leo  G. ;  Edward  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  Otto  F., 
mentioned  on  another  page  of  this  work,  who  is  now  serving  as  county  attorney 
of  Platte  county;  and  Carl  A.,  who  is  attending  school.  On  the  8th  of  August, 
1905,  in  Dixon,  Illinois,  Mr.  Walter  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Odenthal,  by  whom  he  has  one  son  and  two  daughters, 
namely:     Frederick  William.  Helen  Marie  and  Pauline  Catharine. 

In  politics  Mr.  Walter  is  a  stanch  democrat  and  he  is  now  a  colonel  on  the  staff 
of  Governor  Moreliead.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Elks,  the  Eagles 
and  the  Owls  and  he  has  been  president  of  the  Sons  of  Herman  and  president  of 
the  Maennerchor.  He  likewise  belongs  to  the  Orpheus  Society,  while  his  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church.  Mr.  Walter  is  public-spirited,  patriotic  and 
capable  and  has  fairly  won  the  high  place  he  holds  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow 


H.  ARTHUR  PALMATEER. 

H.  Arthur  Palmateer,  who  since  the  spring  of  1912  has  been  engaged  in  the 
hardware  and  implement  business  at  Creston  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Leach  & 
Palmateer,  is  a  business  man  of  well  defined  principles  that  at  all  times  measure 
u])  to  the  highest  standard  of  commercial  ethics.  He  has  ever  recognized  the  fact 
that  success  depends  upon  persistency  of  purpose,  close  application  and  inde- 
fatigable energy  and  these  qualities  he  has  employed  throughout  his  entire  business 
career.  He  was  born  in  New  York,  September  9,  1871,  a  son  of  George  and  Kimmie 
(Filkins)  Palmateer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  followed  that  pursuit  in  the  Empire  state  until  1878, 
when  he  came  to  Platte  county.  After  renting  land  for  several  years,  during 
whicli  he  carefully  saved  his  earnings,  he  finally  purchased  a  farm  in  Humphrey 
townshij)  and  further  cultivated  and  improved  that  property  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in    1901.      For  six  years  he  had  survived  his  wife,  who  died  in   1895. 

H.  Arthur  Palmateer  is  indebted  to  the  public-school  system  of  this  county  for 
the  educational  privileges  he  enjoyed  as  he  was  but  seven  years  of  age  when  the 
family  removed  to  Nebraska.  In  his  youthful  days  he  was  trained  to  the  work  of 
tlic  fields  and  continued  to  assist  his  father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years,  when  he  and  his  brothers  took  charge  of  the  old  homestead,  which  they 
operated  together  until  1897.  In  that  year  H.  A.  Palmateer  and  his  brother  Frank 
bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  and  following  their  father's  death  he 
and  his  brother  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old  homestead 
property  and  now  own  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  from 
which  they  annually  derive  a  gratifying  income.  The  old  homestead  is  on  section 
11,  Humphrey  township,  and  there  H.  Arthur  Palmateer  still  resides,  as  does  also 
his  brother  Frank.     They  are  still   farming  together  and  are  numbered  among  the 
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leading  agriculturists  of  the  county.  One  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  their  land  is 
on  section  2,  while  the  remainder  is  on  section  11.  Humphrey  to^^Tiship.  In  addi- 
tion to  carefully  tilling  th,'  s.iil  tlu  y  v/iisr  lii-li  uradc  stock  and  tliat  branch  of  their 
business  nets  them  a  good  financial  rctarn.  In  th.  spring  of  Ut  1  _'  H.  A.  Pahnateer 
purchased  an  interest  of  ^Ir.  Leach  in  a  hardware  and  implement  business  at 
Creston,  in  which  he  is  now  a  partner.  They  carry  an  extensive  line  of  shelf  and 
heavy  hardware  and  also  do  a  large  business  in  the  sale  of  implements.  They 
likewise  handle  the  Ford  and  Studebaker  cars  and  sell  many  machines  annually. 
In  addition  to  all  of  his  other  interests  Mr.  Pilniat.er  is  a  stockliolder  in  the 
Farmers  Elevator  Company  at  Creston  and  in  tb,  (  iti/(  ns  State  Bank.  His  keen 
interest  enables  him  to  recognize  the  value  of  a  business  situation  and  its  oppor- 
tunities and  in  the  conduct  of  his  affairs  he  readily  discriminates  between  the  essen- 
tial and  the  nonessential. 

On  the  16th  of  January.  1894,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Palmateer  and 
Miss  Ora  Pruitt.  a  dau-bter  of  Harry  and  Mary  Pruitt,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Indiana.  They  eanic  to  i'iatte  county  at  an  early  period  in  its  development  and 
Mr.  Pruitt  purcbasrd  land  in  Humphrey  township,  where  he  persistently  and  suc- 
C'ssfidly  carried  on  g.iural  f.aniiing  until  1907.  He  then  r.-tired  and  removed 
to  Omaha,  wiiere  lie  and  iiis  wife  still  reside.  :\Ir.  and  :\Irs.  Palmateer  liave  become 
the  parents  of  four  cliildren.  namely:  Harry,  whose  birth  occurred  November  17, 
1896;  Homer,  born  July  15,  1898;  Russell,  born  July  28,  1900;  and  Dessie,  born 
November  20,  1903.  The  parents  are  Methodists  in  religious  faith  and  loyally 
adhere  to  the  teachings  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Palmateer  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  democratic  party  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the  Highlanders 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  has  been  an  active,  well  spent  and  useful  life, 
crowned  with  a  substantial  measure  of  success,  which  is  the  merited  reward  and 
indication  of  persistent,  earnest  labor  intelligently  directed.  He  has  also  taken  a 
helpful  interest  in  matters  relating  to  the  public  welfare  and  his  efforts  have  been 
an  element  in  advancing  those  interests  which  are  a  matter  of  civic  virtue  and  civic 


M.  J.  WEIDNER. 


M.  J.  Weidner  is  a  well  known  hardware  merchant  of  Lindsay,  where  he  is 
carrying  a  large  stock  and  conducting  a  good  store,  of  wbieli  be  has  brcn  sole 
proprietor  since  1898.  He  was  born  in  Lake  county.  Illinois.  .S,|,t(  nilu  r  I.  \Sf\C,. 
and  in  early  life  learned  and  followed  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  d.itt  s  bis  ri  si 
dence  in  Platte  county  from  1893,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Nebraska  with  his 
brother.  He  divided  his  time  between  farming  and  carpentering  until  1902,  when 
he  took  up  his  abode  in  Lindsay,  and  the  following  year  he  and  his  brother-in-law, 
Joseph  Beller^  purchased  the  hardware  business  of  ^Ir.  Steiner  and  conducted  the 
store  until  1908.  Mr.  M'eidner  then  purchased  liis  partner's  interest  and  has  since 
Ixen  alone  in  business.  He  now  carries  a  well  selected  line  of  shelf  and  heavy 
hardware  and  stoves   and   is  thus  readv  to  meet  the  demands   of  his   patrons,  who 
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find   liiui   a   reliable,  enterprising  merchant,  just  in   his  dealings  and  reasonable  in 
his    prices. 

Mr.  Weidner  married  Miss  Josephine  Beller,  and  they  have  become  parents  of 
four  children:  Wilferd,  Hildegarde,  Cyrus  and  Valeria.  The  family  are  Catholics 
in  religious  faith  and  Mr.  Weidner  is  identified  with  the  Foresters.  His  political 
indorsement  is  given  to  the  democratic  party  and  he  keeps  well  informed  regarding 
the  leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  but  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office. 
There  has  been  no  spectacular  phase  in  his  life  history ;  he  works  liard,  is  per- 
sistent   and    energetic,    and    along   well   defined   lines   of   labor   he    is   meeting   with 


PETER   H.   ALBERS 


Peter  H.  Albers  makes  his  home  on  section  30,  Burrows  township,  and  is  the 
owner  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land.  His  place 
constitutes  one  of  the  attractive  features  of  the  landscape  by  reason  of  the  carefully 
cultivated  fields  and  the  fine  modern  improvements  which  he  has  put  upon  his 
farm.  He  belongs  to  that  class  of  substantial  citizens  tli.it  (.i-niiany  lias  furnished 
to  Platte  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  fatherliiid.  March  ID,  1852.  His 
parents,  Hans  P.  and  EHzabeth  (Peters)  Albers,  were  als,,  iiativ.  s  of  Germany, 
and  there  the  father  engaged  in  fanning  throughout  his  entire  life,  passing  away 
in  his  native  country  in  lS(i9.  His  widow  afterward  came  to  the  new  world  with 
her  son  Peter,  with  wliom  she  continued  to  reside  until  she,  too,  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  the  year   1886. 

Peter  H.  Albers  spent  his  youthful  days  in  his  native  country  and  there  acquired 
a  fair  education.  He  early  became  familiar  with  farm  methods  and  operated  his 
father's  land  until  he  came  to  America  in  1883,  making  Platte  eounty  his  destina- 
tion. Soon  after  his  arrival  here  he  purchased  two  hundred  and  twi  nly  acres  of 
land  in  Shell  Creek  township  and  at  once  began  to  make  imjn-ovemrnts  tlureon 
and  till  the  fields.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  1886,  when  he  traded  that  property 
for  Iiis  present  place,  becoming  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
section  30,  Burrows  township,  to  which  he  afterward  added  by  purchase  until  his 
possessions  now  aggregate  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres  on  sections  29,  30 
and  33.  None  of  the  equipment  and  improvements  of  a  model  farm  of  the  twentieth 
century  are  lacking  here.  In  fact,  the  place  presents  a  most  attractive  appearance 
with  its  large  and  substantial  buildings,  its  rich  pasture  land  and  well  cultivated 
fields.  Mr.  Albers  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  shortliorn  cattle  and  Belgian  mares, 
and  he  feeds  and  ships  from  one  to  two  carloads  of  cattle  and  about  one  hundred 
head   of   hogs   annually. 

On  December  21,  1883,  Mr.  Albers  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Katherine 
Reese,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Katherine  (Muesing)  Reese,  wlio  w,  re  natives  of 
Germany,  in  which  country  the  father  died.  The  moth,  r  aft,  rward  inarri,  ,1  Peter 
Lutejens  and  came  to  the  new  world  in  1883.  s,ttliiig  in  this  county  wiur,-  her 
husband  purchased  land  in  Shell  Creek  township  which  he  cultivated  until  his 
death.  He  was  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1903,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1897. 
Mr.   and  Mrs.  Albers  have  become  the  parents  of  eleven   children:  Henry,  who  is 
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engaged  in  carpentering  in  Columbus;  Freda,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Thomazin,  a 
resident  farmer  of  this  county;  Bertha,  the  wife  of  Ray  Baltz,  who  follows  farming 
near  Fremont,  Nebraska;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Ed  Erickson,  a  farmer  of  Monroe 
township ;  and  John,  Alma,  Walter,  Martha,  Elvin,  William  and  Verna,  all  at  home. 
Mr.  Albers  has  ever  been  interested  in  educational  progress,  desiring  that  his 
children  should  have  good  advantages  along  that  line,  and  for  twelve  years  he  has 
done  effective  work  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  votes  with  the  republican 
party  and  he  guides  his  life  by  the  teachings  of  tlie  Baptist  church,  of  which  he  is 
an  earnest  and  faithful  member.  He  possesses  many  admirable  and  sterling  traits 
of  character,  his  salient  qualities  being  such  as  command  respect  and  confidence  in 
every  land  and  clime. 


GERHARD   ROSCHE. 


Gerhard  Rosche  is  a  representative  of  farming  interests  of  Sherman  township. 
He  devoted  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  on  section  20  for  a  long 
period  but  is  now  practically  living  retired  although  he  still  occupies  the  farm.  He 
was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  October  22,  1848,  a  son  of  Bernhard  and  Katrina 
(Luejelueshen)  Rosche.  The  father  owned  a  small  farm  and  also  conducted  a  small 
store  in  Oldenburg,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  passing  away  in  1862  at  the  age 
of  fifty-four  years.     His  wife  died  in  1861,  when  but  forty-two  years  of  age. 

Gerhard  Rosche  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  seven  children  and 
was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  when  left  an  orphan.  He  attended  school  in  his 
native  country  and  afterward  worked  at  farm  labor  there,  remaining  a  resident  of 
Germany  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when,  in  1868,  he  came  alone 
to  the  United  States,  settling  at  Mayville,  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  lived 
for  two  years.  From  1872  until  187-i  he  was  a  resident  of  Minnesota  and  in  the 
latter  year  arrived  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  but  afterward  went  to  North  Platte, 
where  he  remained  for  about  two  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned 
to  Platte  county,  where  he  began  farming.  His  father-in-law,  Gerhard  Asche,  had 
taken  a  homestead  but  after  a  year  had  died  and  Mr.  Rosche  then  took  possession 
of  the  property.  There  was  a  sod  house  upon  it  but  practically  no  other  buildings 
or  improvements.  Mr.  Rosche  had  a  little  money  and  engaged  in  operating  a  horse 
power  threshing  machine.  He  owned  his  own  team  and  upon  his  farm  he  built  a 
liouse  twenty-four  by  fourteen  feet.  There  were  practically  no  improvements  in 
the  township  and  the  work  of  development  seemed  scarcely  begun.  The  enterprising 
efforts  of  Mr.  Rosche  snon  wrought  a  marked  transformation  in  the  appearance  of 
his  home  place,  for  as  tin-  years  went  on  he  set  out  trees,  erected  a  comfortable  and 
commodious  modern  residence,  built  good  barns  and  in  fact  made  all  of  the  improve- 
ments upon  the  farm,  keeping  in  touch  at  all  times  with  modern  progressive  farm 
methods.  He  began  with  eighty  acres  of  land  and  has  now  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  his  home  jilace.  in  addition  to  which  he  has  property  in  Columbus.  Year 
by  year  he  carefully  tilhd  the  soil  and  the  crops  which  he  so  earnestly  cultivated 
brought  to  him  a  Mrnwini;  income  which  in  time  made  him  the  possessor  of  a  hand- 
some competence.  He  .also  engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  raising  of  high  grade 
Hereford  cattle,  and  he  called  his  place  the  Hereford  Stock  Farm.      He  also  took 
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first  prize  on  a  pair  of  Arabian  mares  and  Arabian  colts  at  the  Platte  County  Fair 
in  1915.  In  1912  he  retired  from  active  farm  life  but  still  lives  upon  the  old  home- 
stead although  he  owns  property  in  Columbus. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1878,  Mr.  Rosche  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Asche, 
who  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  in  1856,  a  daughter  of  Gerhard  and  Katrine 
(Englebart)  Asche,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Oldenburg.  They  came  to  tjie 
United  States  in  1873,  but  the  wife  and  mother  died  shortly  after  her  arrival.  Tlie 
father,  having  settled  in  Platte  county,  secured  a  honustead,  built  a  sod  iiouse 
and  began  life  here  in  true  pioneer  style,  his  daughter  Sojiliia  acting;  as  housekeeper 
for  her  father.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rosche  have  been  born  four  children.  Matilda  is 
the  wife  of  Gus  Loseke,  by  whom  she  has  three  children,  Olga,  Emma  and  Elmer. 
Clara  married  William  Cattau,  of  Sherman  township,  by  whom  she  has  a  son,  Elmer. 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Cattau,  who  operates  her  father's  farm,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Holger  and  Hulda.  Adela,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  lives  witli  her 
father. 

^Ir.  Rosche  has  voted  with  the  republican  party  since  he  became  a  naturalized 
American  citizen  but  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office.  He  belongs  to  the  Lutheran 
eliurch,  of  which  he  has  been  an  active  member,  helping  to  build  the  church  near  his 
home  and  assisting  in  its  work  in  many  ways.  His  life  has  ever  been  guided  by 
high  and  honorable  principles,  and  he  has  displayed  lu.iiiy  sterling  traits  of  eli.iraeter. 
He  is  a  self-made  man,  having  started  out  empty  hand.  d.  .nid.  re  iliziiig  tii.it  industry 
is  the  basis  of  all  honorable  success,  he  has  wurkt  d  diligently  iiid  jicrsistciitly. 
Today  he  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous  residents  of  his  towaiship,  and  that 
his  life  has  been  well  spent  is  indicated  in  the  high  regard  entertained  for  him  by 
those  who  know  him. 


WILLIAM    HERCHEXBACH. 

William  Herchenbach,  who  owns  a  good  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
on  section  13,  St.  Bernard  township,  was  born  in  the  Rhine  province  of  Prussia, 
November  7,  186i,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Helen  (Wiersberg)  Herchenbach.  The 
father  was  a  saddler  and  harness  repairer. 

William  Herchenbach,  who  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  three  children,  received 
a  common-school  education  and  as  a  boy  assisted  his  father.  When  nineteen  years 
of  age  he,  in  company  with  several  other  youths,  emigrated  to  America  and  made 
his  way  to  LaSalle  county.  Illinois.  There  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  about 
nine  years,  after  which  he  rented  l.ind  for  a  similar  period  of  time.  In  1900  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixtv  .leres  of  land  in  St.  Bernard  township,  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  paying  therefor  thirty-seven  dollars  and  a  half  per  acre,  and  in  January, 
1901,  he  took  up  his  residence  upon  that  place.  At  that  time  the  farm  had  no 
improvements  but  he  at  once  began  its  development.  In  1906  he  bought  an  additional 
eighty  acres,  which  he  sold  in  191-i,  but  in  July,  1915,  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  also  on  section  13,  paying  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars  per 
acre,  which  indicates  the  rapid  advance  in  land  values  in  this  county.  He  has  erected 
a  fine  residence  upon  his  place  and  also  large  barns  and  sheds  and  everything  is 
kept  in  excellent  condition.     Since   1909  he  has  raised  full  blooded  Holstein  cattle 
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and  also  breeds  Red  Polled  cattle  and  Duroc-Jersey  hogs.  He  is  livina;  retired  to 
a  large  extent,  leaving  the  actual  work  of  the  farm  to  his  sons.  In  addition  to  his 
landed  holdings  he  owns  stock  in  the  St.  Bernard  Telephone  Company,  the  Farmers 
Elevator  Association  of  Lindsay  and  the  Farmers  Union  Store  of  Lindsay. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  1892,  Mr.  Herchenbach  was  married,  in  La  Salle  county, 
Illinois,  to  Miss  Mary  Happ,  an  early  settler  of  La  Salle  county,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herchenbach  have  the  following  children : 
Carrie,  Henry,  Peter,  Eva,  Helen  and  Edward. 

Mr.  Herchenbach  and  family  are  communicants  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
at  St.  Bernard  and  in  polities  he  is  independent.  Although  he  has  never  been  an 
office  seeker  he  has  always  taken  a  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs  and  is 
willing  to  aid  in  movements  seeking  the  community  advancement.  His  agreeable 
personality  and  strict  integrity  have  won  him  many  warm  friends  and  he  is  respected 
by  all  who  know  him. 


ROBERT  PINSON. 


Robert  Pinson  is  a  retired  farmer  and  ex-postmaster  of  Platte  Center  and  is  a 
well  known  citizen  whose  genuine  personal  worth,  as  well  as  his  business  ability 
and  his  creditable  official  record,  have  gained  for  him  a  high  position  in  public 
regard.  Platte  county  has  many  citizens  of  foreign  birth  and  among  this  number 
is  Mr.  Pinson,  who  was  born  at  Norfolk,  England,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1842, 
his  parents  being  James  and  Mary  (Anderson)  Pinson,  in  whose  family  of  five 
children  Robert  is  the  eldest.  He  has  one  brother,  William,  who  is  still  living,  a 
resident  of  Lost  Creek  township,  this  county. 

Robert  Pinson  is  indebted  to  the  public-school  system  of  his  native  country 
for  the  educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed.  He  learned  the  molder's  trade  in 
England,  serving  an  ajsprenticeship  of  four  and  a  half  years,  after  which  he 
worked  along  that  line  until  1865.  He  was  then  married  in  August,  1865,  in  Eng- 
land, to  Mrs.  Susan  Everhard  and  turned  his  attention  from  industrial  to  commer- 
cial pursuits,  becoming  proprietor  of  a  general  store,  which  he  conducted  for  five 
years.  He  then  sold  out  and  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  Portland,  Maine. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  brotlur  William  and  it  was  their  intention  to  visit  an 
uncle  living  in  Toronto,  but  on  rtuliing  that  city  they  could  not  find  him,  as  they 
had  lost  )iis  address.  While  in  tlu  dcjiot  at  that  place  they  saw  a  number  of  people 
buying  tickets  for  Nebraska  and,  thinking  that  there  must  be  something  to  attract 
them  in  large  numbers  to  that  state,  they  followed  the  example  of  the  others  and 
purchased  tickets  for  their  passage  from  Toronto  to  Omaha.  On  reaching  the  lat- 
ter city  they  were  informed  that  homesteads  could  be  secured  near  Columbus  and, 
making  their  way  to  Platte  county,  both  Robert  and  William  Pinson  took  up  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Lost  Creek  township.  Later  Robert  Pinson  added  sixty  acres  more 
and  continued  to  engage  actively  and  successfully  in  farming  until  1890.  when  he 
accepted  the  position  of  postmaster  of  Platte  Center,  to  which  he  was  appointed 
by  President  Harrison.  He  served  for  four  years  and  upon  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office  again  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming  but  in  1898  he  was  once 
more    appointed   postmaster   by    President    ^SIcKinley    and   served    continuously    for 
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seventeen  yearSj  or  until  he  resigned  on  the  1st  of  January,  1915.  He  had  made 
a  most  creditable  record  in  that  position,  caring  for  the  mails  in  a  most  prompt 
and  sj'stematic  manner  and  performing  every  duty  of  the  office  in  the  most  conscien- 
tious and  able  waj-.  Immediately  after  his  retirement  from  the  position  of  post- 
master he  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  also  township  clerk  for 
seven  j'ears  and  township  assessor  for  four  years,  and  while  living  on  the  farm 
held  the  office  of  school  director  for  ten  years.  He  still  owns  his  farm  in  Lost 
Creek  township  and  he  also  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Holt  county, 
Nebraska.  His  farm  property  in  Platte  county  is  well  improved  and  is  a  valuable 
and  productive  tract  of  land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pinson  became  the  parents  of  one  son,  Tom  J.  E.,  who  was  born  . 
•  living-  on  the  home  farm.  He  married  Miss  Lena 
I5y  lur  first  marriage  Mrs.  Susan  Pinson  had 
:  widow  of  Willard  Chapin  and  a  resident  of 
a  son  and  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Pinson  passed 
was  married  again  on  the  8th  of  October,  1911, 
his  second  union  being  with  Mary  C.  McCarty,  a  native  of  Maryland,  who  lived 
for  a  time  in  Ohio. 

jNIr.  Pinson  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  having  mem- 
bership with  the  lodge  in  Columbus,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs.  His 
long  connection  with  public  office  made  him  widely  known  and  he  was  ever  a  courte- 
ous and  obliging  official,  while  his  record  has  at  all  times  been  that  of  a  commendable 
citizen  loyal  to  the  best  interests  intrusted  to  his  care. 
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CHARLES  L.  LUND. 


Although  one  of  the  more  recent  acquisitions  to  the  industrial  circles  of  Colum- 
bus, Charles  L.  Lund,  as  proprietor  of  the  Columbus  Planing  Mill,  has  become  well 
known  in  this  section  and  has  built  up  a  good  business  in  his  particular  line.  He 
was  born  in  Sweden,  August  16,  1867,  a  son  of  Lars  Hansson  and  Louise  (Person) 
Lund,  who  were  there  born  and  reared,  and  the  father  is  still  living  in  the  land  of 
his  nativity.     The  mother,  however,  is  deceased,  her  death  occurring  in  1903. 

Charles  L.  Lund  was  reared  in  thS  parental  home  and  acquired  a  common-school 
education.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  had  a  strong  desire  to  become  allied  with 
American  interests  and  accordingly  set  sail  for  the  new  world,  landing  on  American 
soil  in  1887.  He  spent  the  first  few  years  in  Leigh,  Nebraska,  but  the  year  1900 
witnessed  his  arrival  in  Columbus,  where  in  connection  with  C.  C.  Hardy  he  opened 
a  planing  mill,  the  business  being  conducted  under  the  name  of  The  Columbus  Planing 
Mill.  This  partnership  existed  for  only  one  year,  however,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  Mr.  Lund  )iuri  h.is( d  IMr.  Hardy's  interest  in  the  business,  whicli  he  has  since 
conducted  alone  mulrr  tlie  original  firm  style.  His  plant  is  equipped  with  modern 
machinery,  and  in  the  years  that  have  come  and  gone  he  has  built  up  a  good  business, 
being  now  classed  among  the  enterprising  and  successful  representatives  of  indus- 
trial interests  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Lund  was  married  in  Brooklyi 
choice   being   Miss    Hildeborg 
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,    with  eight  children:  Helen  Louise,  Robert  E.,  William  C,  Carl  V.,  John  H.,  Theo- 
dore R.,  Ruth  E.  and  Albert  O. 

His  study  of  the  political  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  has  led  Mr.  Lund  to 
give  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his 
membership  in  the  Lutheran  church.  He  is  identified  with  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles  and  is  a  man  of  strong  and  forceful  character,  determined  and  aggressive. 
He  has  kept  pace  with  the  city's  progress  because  he  has  equipped  himself  for  the 
march  and  The  Columbus  Planing  Mill  is  today  considered  one  of  the  valuable 
additions  to  tlie  industrial  and  business  interests  of  the  city  which  Mr.  Lund  has 
chosen  for  his  home. 


ROBERT  C.  MORAN. 


Robert  C.  Moran,  conducting  a  successful  business  as  a  live-stock  dealer  at  Cres- 
ton,  was  born  in  Marion  county.  West  Virginia,  on  the  11th  of  October,  1856,  a 
son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Pride)  :\Ioran,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  West 
Virginia.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  but  put  aside  personal  and  busi- 
ness interests  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  and  served  for  a  year  as  a  lieutenant  in 
Company  M,  Second  West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  afterward  resumed 
agricultural  pursuits  and  in  1876  came  to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Creston  township, 
where  he  secured  a  homestead.  This  he  developed  and  improved,  devoting  his 
remaining  days  to  the  further  cultivation  of  that  farm.  He  became  recognized  as 
a  valued  and  influential  citizen  of  his  community  and  for  two  terms  filled  the  office 
of  county  commissioner.  He  died  December  5,  1902,  while  his  wife  survived  for  a 
number  of  years,  passing  away  in  January,  1911.  Their  many  good  qualities  had 
endeared  them  to  all  with  whom  they  came  in  contact,  and  they  were  recognized  as 
people  of  the  highest  respectability. 

Robert  C.  Moran  is  iiulrlitt d  to  tin  public-school  system  of  his  native  state  for 
the  educational  privileges  whiili  lu  enjoyed.  His  youthful  days  were  spent  in  the 
home  of  his  parents  and  when  he  attained  his  majority  he  started  out  in  life  inde- 
pendently by  renting  land,  which  he  cultivated  for  a  few  years.  During  that  period 
he  practiced  economy  as  well  as  industry  and  thus  secured  the  capital  that  enabled 
him  to  become  the  owner  of  a  farm,  investing  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  on  section  27,  Creston  township,  for  in  the  meantime  the  family  had  removed 
to  Platte  county.  With  characteristic  energy  he  began  to  develop  and  improve  that 
property,  and  as  his  financial  resources  increased  he  purchased  eighty  acres  across 
the  road  on  section  S3,  Creston  township.  He  continued  the  work  of  the  farm  for 
about  fifteen  years,  and  the  place  underwent  a  most  attractive  and  gratifying  change 
owing  to  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestowed  upon  it.  In  1910,  however,  Mr. 
Moran  rented  part  of  his  land  and  removed  to  Creston,  where  he  has  since  engaged 
in  the  live-stock  business.  He  is  an  excellent  judge  of  stock,  and  his  careful  pur- 
chases enable  him  to  make  profitable  sales,  so  that  his  business  is  now  bringing  to 
him  a  substantial  return.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Com- 
pany of  Creston.  He  has  never  been  afraid  of  hard  work,  and  unfaltering  industry 
has  been  the  basis  of  his  financial  advancement. 

In   September,    1881,   Mr.   Moran    was   married   to   Miss    Fanny   A.   Jackson,   a 
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daughter  of  William  C.  and  Hulda  (Drake)  Jackson,  the  former  a  native  of  England 
and  the  latter  of  Newark,  New  Jersey.  When  Platte  county  was  in  the  period  of 
pioneer  development  they  came  to  Nebraska  and  purchased  land  in  Creston  town- 
ship, Mr.  Jackson  there  carrying  on  general  farming  until  1909,  when  he  retired 
from  active  business  life  and  has  since  rented  his  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres. 
Upon  his  retirement  he  removed  to  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  where  he  and  his  wife 
are  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moran  have  become  the  parents  of  eight  children: 
J.  Clyde,  born  August  10,  1882;  Charles,  whose  birth  occurred  in  September,  1885; 
Camden,  born  March  10,  1887;  Roy,  born  in  July,  1889;  Ralph,  born  in  .I.inuary, 
1891  ;  Robert,  April  15,  1S9>;  Hattie,  July  23,  1901  ;  and  Ernest,  E.bruary  12,  1906. 
Politically  Mr.  ^Moran  is  a  democrat,  and  for  two  terms  he  filled  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  Creston  township,  while  for  seven  terms  he  was  school  treasurer.  He 
is  always  mindful  of  the  duties  and  obligations  of  citizenship  and  is  willing  to  aid 
and  co-operate  in  any  measure  that  tends  to  advance  the  general  welfare.  His  life 
exemplifies  the  beneficent  sjiirit  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  to  which  he  belongs,  and 
his  membership  relations  extend  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  In 
religous  faith  he  is  a  Presbyterian.  All  who  know  him  feel  that  liis  life  measures  up 
to  high  standards  of  manhood  and  citizenship  and  that  he  may  well  lu  numliered 
among  the  valued  and  representative  residents  of  Creston.  His  buNimss  atiairs  have 
been  most  carefully  conducted.  Keen  interest  has  enabled  him  to  recognize  the 
possibilities  of  a  situation,  and  laudable  ambition  has  prompted  his  ready  utilization 
of  every  opportunity  that  has  come  to  him. 


CHARLES  G.  MICEK. 


Prominent  among  the  enterprising,  progressive  and  far-sighted  business  men  of 
Columbus  is  Charles  G.  Micek,  a  hardware  merchant,  eoiulucting  business  at  the 
corner  of  West  Eleventh  and  North  streets.  He  displays  sciiiul  ju(ii;nunt  in  business 
affairs  and  his  indefatigable  energy  and  earnest  desire  to  phase  I'is  ))atrons  are  the 
qualities  that  are  bringing  him  substantial  success. 

Nebraska  numbers  him  among  her  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Polk 
county,  on  a  farm  five  miles  south  of  Columbus,  on  the  21st  of  April,  1881,  his 
parents  being  Philip  and  Mary  (Boro)  Micek.  Th,  fati,,  r  was  born  in  Poland, 
January  G,  1851,  and  was  therefore  a  young  man  c,f  Iwnity-two  years  when  in  1873 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  made  his  way  to  Polk  county.  Nebraska,  where  he  home- 
steaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  His  first  residence  was  a  sod  house,  and  he 
had  the  usual  experiences  of  pioneer  life,  meeting  many  hardships  and  privations 
in  early  days  when  he  was  attempting  to  break  the  sod  and  cultivate  the  fields.  In 
time,  however,  his  labors  were  rewarded  and  his  land  brought  forth  good  crops. 
At  length  he  sold  that  projierty  and  bought  another  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  to  his  holdings  he  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  became  the  owner  of 
nine  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  has  given  to  each  of  his  children  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  and  retains  a  similar  amount  for  himself.  His  political  allegiance 
has  always  been  given  to  the  democratic  party,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Catholic  church.  He  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss  Mary  Boro,  who  was  born 
in  Poland  in  1856  and  also  survives. 
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Their  son,  Charles  G.  Micek,  reared  on  the  homestead  farm,  acquired  a  public- 
school  education  in  Polk  county,  Nebraska,  and  during  his  youthful  days  met  the 
usual  experiences  of  the  farm  boy.  He  lived  at  home  until  1904,  when  he  received 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  from  his  father,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
farming  on  his  own  account  for  two  years.  In  1906  he  removed  to  Columbus,  where 
he  established  a  saloon,  continuing  in  that  business  for  nine  years.  In  1915  he 
purchased  the  hardware  store  of  M.  M.  Rothleitner,  which  is  one  of  the  old  estab- 
lished hardware  stores  of  the  city.  He  carries  a  large  and  well  selected  line  of  both 
shelf  and  heavy  hardware,  dealing  in  Monarch  and  South  Bend  ranges.  Radiant 
Home  base  burners,  German  heating  stoves.  Perfection  oil  heaters.  Diamond  Edge 
tools.  Union  cutlery,  Voss  electric  washers  and  Heath  and  Milligan  paints.  His 
store  is  tastefully  and  conveniently  arranged  and  all  patrons  have  at  their  disposal 
the  best  brands  of  special  and  general  hardware,  and  courteous  treatment  is  at  all 
times  accorded  them.  Mr.  Micek  recognizes  the  fact  that  satisfied  customers  are  the 
best  advertisement  and  through  that  means  and  through  honorable  dealing  is  build- 
ing up  an  excellent  trade. 

Mr.  Micek  was  married  on  the  27th  of  January,  1903,  to  Miss  Anna  Siemek,  whii 
was  born  in  Polk  county,  Nebraska,  May  13,  1890.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  seven  children:  Clara  and  Victoria,  both  attending  the  parochial  school;  Thomas 
and  Anna,  who  are  in  the  public  schools;  and  Carl,  Edward  and  Leonard. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  in  political 
belief  Mr.  Micek  is  a  democrat.  He  gives  earnest  support  to  the  party  but  does 
not  seek  nor  desire  office,  preferring  always  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his 
business  affairs,  which,  carefully  directed,  are  winning  for  him  substantial  and  well 
deserved  prosperity. 


SAMUEL  GASS. 


Samuel  Gass,  who  is  conducting  a  retail  liquor  business  in  Columbus,  was  born 
in  Switzerland,  on  the  3d  of  June,  1854,  a  son  of  Christian  and  Anna  (^Giesin) 
Gass,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  county.  The  father  was  a  general  farmer, 
owning  land  there.  The  son  attended  school  in  Switzerland  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  began  to  learn  the  cooper's  trade,  working  as  an  apprentice 
for  two  years.  He  afterward  followed  his  trade  in  the  employ  of  others 
in  Switzerland  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty  years,  when  in  187-1  he  sought 
the   opportunities   of  tlic  new  world,  becoming  a  resident  of  Columbus,   Nebraska. 

Here  Mr.  Gass  wmk.d  in  the  furniture  business  with  his  brother  until  1875, 
when  he  went  to  Caliicirui.!.  n  inaining  in  that  state  for  more  than  two  years,  work- 
ing at  his  trade  in  San  Trancisco  and  also  on  a  wine  ranch,  making  kegs  and  casks. 
He  returned  to  Columbus  in  1877  and  was  engaged  in  the  saloon  business  on 
Eleventh  street  until  1879.  The  three  succeeding  years  were  spent  in  the  employ 
of  his  brother  Henry  in  the  furniture  store  and  in  1882  he  returned  on  a  visit  to 
Switzerland.  Uurc  visitin<j  the  set  ncs  and  renewing  the  acquaintances  of  his  youth. 
In  1883  lu  (MKT  more  eanu'  to  Ciilumbus,  married  and  established  a  furniture  store 
which  he  conducted  until  1890  and  then  sold  out,  living  retired  for  two  years.  He 
was    not   content,   however,   without   some   business   interest   and    in    1892   he   again 
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opened  a  saloon,  which  lie  has  since  conducted,  devoting  all  of  his  time  to  this 
business  and  to  the  supervision  of  his  real  estate.  He  owns  the  building  which  he 
occupies,  together  with  other  city  property,  and  his  real-est?.te  holdings  are  the 
visible  evidence  of  his  business  activit_v  and  enterprise. 

In  1883  Mr.  Gass  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Hofer,  a  native  of  Switzerland 
and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Barbara  Hofer.  The  year  1883  witnessed  her  emi- 
gration to  the  United  States.  Her  mother  is  still  living  in  Columbus  and  celebrated 
the  ninety-third  anniversary  of  her  birth  in  June.  1915.  While  a  resident  of 
Switzerland,  his  native  land,  Henry  Hofer  worked  for  many  years  in  a  tannery  and 
after  coming  to  the  United  States  in  ISS.J  lived  retired  in  Columbus  until  his  death. 
He  sent  all  of  his  children  to  the  parochial  school  for  a  German  education  and 
then  to  the  high  school,  wishing  them  to  have  the  good  start  in  life  which  a  liberal 
education  would  give  them, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gass  have  become  parents  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Anna, 
who  IS  employed  as  a  stenographer  in  the  state  banking  department  at  Lincoln. 
Nebraska;  Christian,  who  is  associated  in  business  with  his  father;  Elizabeth,  who 
is  employed  as  bookkeeper  by  the  Columbus  Mercantile  Company;  Martha,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Bullington,  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana;  Freda,  who  teaches 
music,  plays  the  organ  in  her  church  and  has  manifested  much  natural  ability  in 
the  musical  art;  Walter,  who  will  graduate  from  the  Columbus  high  school  in  1916; 
and  Edward,  .i   .student   in  the  Columbus  schools. 

Mr.  Gass  has  m  vrr  been  interested  in  politics  and  takes  no  part  in  political 
affairs.  He  belongs,  however,  to  the  German  Reformed  church,  has  been  one  of 
its  active  workers  and  has  served  as  its  president.  He  also  has  membership  with 
tlie  Sons  of  Herman,  the  Columbus  Swiss  Verein  and  the  Orpheus  Society.  He 
aided  in  organizing  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  Swiss  Verein,  of 
which  for  ten  j-ears  he  served  as  president.  He  has  indeed  been  very  active  in 
affairs  of  this  kind  and  is  prominent  and  influential  among  the  citizens  of  his 
nationality  residing  in  this  part  of  the  state. 


PETER  SCHMIDT. 

In  a  history  of  Platte  county  it  is  imperative  that  mention  be  made  not  onh'  of 
those  who  are  today  active  in  Inisiiuss  life  but  also  of  those  who  have  contributed  to 
the  development  and  upluiiiaing  of  the  county  in  former  years.  On  the  list  of  hon- 
ored dead  appears  the  name  of  Peter  Schmidt,  whose  life  of  intelligently  directed 
thrift  and  industry  brought  him  substantial  success  and  gained  him  place  among  the 
leading  farmers  of  the  community. 

He  was  born  in  Germany,  September  1,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Mathew  and  Sybilla 
(Schwamborn)  Schmidt,  who  were  natives  of  Germany,  where  they  remained  until 
1873  and  then  came  to  the  new  world,  settling  first  at  Peru,  Illinois,  where  the  father 
worked  in  a  coal  mine  for  a  few  years.  In  1886,  however,  he  determined  to  come  to 
Nebraska,  after  which  he  made  his  home  with  his  children  in  Platte  county  until 
called  to  his  final  rest  in  1889.     He  had  long  survived  his  wife,  who  died  in  1875. 

In  the  schools  of  Peru,  Illinois,  Peter  Schmidt  continued  his  education,  which 
he  had  begun  in  Germany,  and  on  starting  out  in  the  business  world  he  found  em- 
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ploj'ment  in  the  coal  mines  of  Illinois,  where  he  worked  for  four  or  five  years,  being 
afterward  employed  as  a  farm  hand.  Pinally  he  married  and  then  began  farming 
on  his  own  account  by  renting  land,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  for  five  years. 
He  next  removed  to  this  county,  arriving  here  in  ISQ-l,  after  which  he  rented  land  for 
seven  years,  during  which  period  he  carefully  saved  his  earnings,  practicing  close 
economy  as  well  as  industry.  Thus  at  length  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  property 
and  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  28,  Burrows  town- 
ship, which  he  at  once  began  to  convert  into  productive  fields,  carefully  and  syste- 
matically tilling  the  soil.  He  also  added  substantial  improvements  to  the  farm  and 
later  bought  more  land  until  at  one  time  he  owned  and  cultivated  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  Upon  that  farm  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  continuing  active  in 
business  until  ten  days  prior  to  his  demise,  which  occurred  May  31,  1911. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  1888,  Mr.  Schmidt  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Koeb- 
bemann,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Marie  M.  (Lenz)  Koebbemann,  who  were  natives 
of  Germany  and  on  coming  to  the  new  world  settled  in  Troy  Grove,  Illinois.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  there  obtained  a  tract  of  land,  to  the  further  improvement 
of  which  he  devoted  his  remaining  days.  He  died  February  20,  1903,  and  his  wife's 
death  occurred  September  8,  1891.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Schmidt,  was  bom  at 
Mendota,  Illinois,  September  19,  1865,  and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of 
eight  children:  Henry  F.,  who  is  now  farming  a  part  of  the  old  home  place;  Wil- 
liam M.,  who  is  also  farming  on  the  old  homestead;  Hildegard  K.,  at  home;  Ger- 
trude S.,  who  died  in  February,  190i,  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  Carl,  who  passed 
away  August  5,  1900,  aged  two  years;  Clara  M.,  who  died  May  19,  1902;  and  Otto 
and  Albert  M.,  who  are  attending  school. 

In  addition  to  his  farming  interests  Mr.  Schmidt  was  president  of  the  Monroe 
Independent  Telephone  Company  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  recognized  as  an 
5  that  he  left  to  his  family  a  substantial  property. 
;  homestead  farm,  on  which  there  are  now  three  sets  of 
5  !Mr.  Schmidt  was  a  democrat,  while  his  religious  belief 
of  the  Catholic  church.  Although  born  across  the  water 
when  brought  to  the  United  States  and  was  thoroughly 


SWAN   NELSON. 

Swan  Nelson,  who  was  for  a  number  of  years  actively  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Walker  township,  was  born  in  Hoemstrom,  Sweden,  November  11,  1832. 
He  continued  to  reside  in  his  native  country  until  1866,  when  he  decided  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  offered  to  a  young  man  of  energy  and  ambition  in 
the  United  States.  He  made  his  way  to  Michigan  and  for  eleven  years  worked  in 
lumber  camps  in  the  vicinity  of  Manistee,  but  in  1878  he  came  to  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  and  homesteaded  one  luni(lr((l  aiul  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  brought 
to  a  higli  state  of  cultivation.  Mr  raise  d  tht  usual  crops  and  also  considerable 
stock.     He  planned  his  work  carefully  antl  received  a  good  income  from  his  land. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  married  in  June.  1859,  to  Miss  Johanna  Peterson,  and  they 
became   the    parents    of   nine   children:   John   Alfred,   deceased;    Josephine,   who   is 
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living  at  Albion,  Nebraska;  Nellie,  the  wife  of  Fritz  Quiding,  a  resident  of  South 
Dakota;  Charles,  deceased;  Elmer;  Axel,  a  resident  of  St.  Edward,  Nebraska; 
Anna,  the  wife  of  Verne  Peterson,  of  Albion,  this  state;  Alveda,  the  wife  of  Theo- 
dore Saltstrom,  of  this  county;  and  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  John  E.  Bengtson. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  a  republican  in  politics,  and  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  tlie 
Lutheran  church.  His  demise,  which  occurred  on  the  26th  of  July,  1897,  was 
deeply  regretted  as  he  had  many  friends  in  this  county.  His  widow  and  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Bengtson,  still  live  upon  the  home  farm. 


VALDEMAR    LAUESEN. 

One  of  the  well  appointed  stores  of  Lindsay  is  the  general  mercantile  establish- 
ment owned  and  conducted  by  Valdemar  Lauesen,  who  dates  his  residence  in  Ne- 
braska from  1901.  He  was  born  in  Odense.  Denmark,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1879,  his 
father  being  engaged  in  tlie  dry-goods  business  in  tliat  place.  The  son  was  afforded 
good  educational  opportunities  and  in  1901.  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-two  years, 
he  arrived  at  St.  Edward,  Nebraska,  where  he  had  an  uncle  living  who  was  engaged 
in  general  merchandising.  Entering  his  uncle's  employ,  he  continued  in  the  store 
for  six  years  and  in  1907,  in  company  with  Albert  Rasmussen,  bought  out  the 
general  store  of  Greve  Johnson,  which  they  conducted  for  about  two  years  under 
the  firm  style  of  Laeusen  &  Rasmussen.  In  1909,  however,  Mr.  Lauesen  purchased 
the  interest  of  the  junior  partner  and  has  since  been  conducting  the  business  under 


F.  J.  SMITH. 

Among  the  attractive  mercantile  establislnnents  of  Lindsay  is  the  furniture  store 
of  F.  J.  Smith,  who  is  an  alert,  wide-awake  and  enterprising  business  man,  ready 
for  emergencies  and  winning  his  success  along  the  line  of  industry,  determination  and 
honorable  effort.  Illinois  claims  him  as  a  native  son,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
McHenry  county,  that  state,  August  21,  1863,  his  parents  being  Jacob  F.  and  Kath- 
erine  Smith.  The  father  is  a  native  of  Coblenz.  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1835  with  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Smith,  who  settled 
in  Illinois,  where  the  grandfather  homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  becom- 
ing one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  district  in  which  he  established  his  home.  There 
Jacob  F.  Smith  was  reared  and  carried  on  general  farming.  He  is  now  the  owner 
of  a  good  farming,  property  in  McHenry  county.  Illinois,  and  is  accounted  one  of 
the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  community.  His  wife,  however,  passed  away 
February  27,  1907. 

F.  J.  Smith  was  educated  in  Illinois  and  assisted  his  father  u])on  the  home  farm 
through  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  early  becoming  familiar  witli  tlie  best 
methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  earing  for  the  crops.  His  time  was  thus  passed 
until  1885,  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  he  came  to  Nebraska  with  Platte 
county  as  his  destination.     He   first  worked  with  a  construction  gang,  assisting  in 
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the  building  of  the  Northwestern  Railroad  as  far  as  Lindsa.v,  Nebraska.  He  then 
purchased  a  lot.  erected  a  store  buildino;  and  aided  in  lamina;  out  the  town.  He  is 
one  of  the  oldest  iiirii  in  (■iiiitiiiiKnis  Imsincss  in  l.inds.iy  ;\nd  is  an  active  and  pro- 
gressive merchant.  He  mnv  lias  a  ^oo.l  tnrnit  hit  store,  in  which  he  carries  an 
attractive  line  of  goods,  and  hi'  also  maintains  an  undertaking  department.  His  store 
is  liberally  patronized  and  tiie  public  recognizes  in  him  a  reliable  and  progressive 
merchant. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1888,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Theresa  Fritchen, 
a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Fritchen,  of  Keokuk  countj^,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  have  become  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Edward,  who  is  a  Catholic  priest 
now  located  at  Boone.  Iowa;  Gertrude,  the  wife  of  Fred  Ramaekers ;  Susie,  one  of 
the  Sisters  of  :\Iercy  in  a  convent  at  Omaha  ;  and  Clare,  Raymond,  William,  Kath- 
erine.  Elenora  and  Mary,  all  yet  at  home. 

The  family  are  adherents  of  the  Cath.ilic  faith  and  Mr.  Smith  also  has  mem- 
bershi|.  with  the  Foresters.  He  is  a  lil.,  ral  in  iiolitics.  holding  to  an  independent 
policy.  For  tliirty  years  he  lias  been  a  re  sident  of  Platte  county  and  has  therefore 
witnessed  nmch  of  its  growth  and  development,  while  his  activity  has  been  of  a  nature 
that  has  brought  him  to  the  front  among  its  leading  business  men. 


MATHIAS  JOHN   RAMAEKERS. 

]Mathias  John  Ramaekers,  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business  at 
Lindsay,  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Platte  county,  few  of  its  residents  having  a 
more  comprehensive  or  accurate  knowledge  of  pioneer  conditions  and  the  events 
which  have  framed  the  history  of  this  part  of  the  state  than  he.  His  life  record 
had  its  beginning  at  Luttevade.  in  I.iniburg,  Holland,  December  31,  1861,  his  father 
being  J.  W.  Ramaekers.  who  is  nuiitioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mathias  .1.  liania.kers  a.a|u,i-e,l  liis  early  e.lucation  in  a  graded  school  and  at 
the  age  of  tw,  Ive  y,  ars  he  attend,,!  the  .l.suit  College  at  Sittard  and  after  his 
graduation  pursued  a  four  years'  course  in  a  normal  school  at  Maestricht,  where  he 
was  also  graduated,  being  eighteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  he  completed  his  course 
there.  He  then  accepted  a  position  in  a  village  school  at  Puth,  where  he  remained 
for  a  year,  and  also  spent  a  similar  period  at  Oosterhout.  He  was  for  three  years 
at  Raamsdonck,  but  in  the  meantime  his  parents  had  come  to  the  new  world  and  in 
July,  1885,  he,  too,  completed  arrangements  to  become  a  resident  of  America,  join- 
ing his  father  and  the  family  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  the  family  home  being 
in  St.   Bernard  township. 

Mathias  J.  Ramaekers  afterward  engaged  in  farming  with  his  father  for 
five  years  and  upon  his  marriage  in  1890  began  farming  on  his  own  account  in  St. 
Bernard  townshiii,  when'  h,'  lived  tor  eight  years.  After  leaving  the  farm  in  1899 
he  turned  his  attenti(.n  to  UKreliandising  at  Lindsay  and  so  continued  until  1901, 
wh.n  the  l'\irmers  &  Alerchants  Bank  was  organized  and  he  was  elected  to  the 
l)ositi(PM  of  cashier,  remaining  in  that  capacity  until  January  1,  \9\!),  when  he  sold 
his  inter,  st  in  the  bank  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  and  insurance 
business,  in  which  he  is  meeting  with  good  success. 

On   the    13th   of  April,    1890,   Mr.   Ramaekers   was   united   in   marriage  to   Miss 
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Elizabeth  Heiman,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Hciman,  now  residing  at  St.  Bernard. 
The  children  born  of  this  marriage  are  .losepli.  .\nna.  William,  Mary,  Theresa, 
Henry.  Rose.  Josephine.  Mattie.  .\gatba.  Raymond  and  I'.dward.  Joseph,  the  eld- 
est of  the  family,  married  Mary  lierg,  r  .ind  is  ,  ngaged  m  farming  in  St.  Bernard 
township. 

In  liis   iiolitical  views   Mr.   Ramackers  is   an  earnest  democrat  and  while  living 
uijon  the  farm  served  as  clerk  of  St.  Bernard  township  for  six  years.     He  has  been 

was  changed  at  a  recent  date.  He  has  been  i-lia 
trustees  for  six  years  and  is  the  incumbent  in  tha 
the  third  year  as  school  treasurer.  He  is  ever  d(  ej.ly 
community,  its  upbuilding  and  its  progress  and  eoopei 
eral  good.  Mr.  Ramaekers  and  his  family  Inild  i 
ily  Catholic  church  and  he  is  director  of  the  elm 
S!acred  Heart  Men's  Society.  He  also  belongs  to  t 
at  Lindsay  and  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  at  Ilumphrev.  He  is  a  hading  member 
of  the  Lindsay  Commercial  Club  and  for  one  ye.ir  served  .is  its  president,  taking 
an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  district 
in  which  he  lives.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the 
community,  winning  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him  and  most  of  all  where  he  is 
best  known.  That  his  life  has  been  an  active  one  is  indicated  in  the  success  that 
has  crowned  his  efforts.  He  is  still  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Joliet  township,  has  a  half  interest  in  three  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
the  Panhandle  of  Texas  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Association 
of  I^indsay.  He  owns  and  occupies  an  attractive  and  commodious  residence  in 
Lindsay  surrounded  by  fourteen  acres  of  ground,  and  one  of  the  chief  cliarms  of 
his  beautiful  home  is  its  warm-hearted  hospitality. 


PETER  GODBERSEN. 

Peter  Godbersen,  who  lived  a  busy,  useful  and  honorable  life,  was  born  in 
Germany,  April  13,  1851,  and  died  in  Humphrey,  Nebraska,  October  27,  1896. 
His  ])arents  were  Carsten  and  Johanna  Godbersen,  also  natives  of  Germany,  in 
which  country  the  father  followed  farming  throughout  his  entire  life,  his  labors 
being  ended  in  death  in  1911.  His  wife  had  passed  away  in  1909,  both  reaching 
an  advanced  age. 

Peter  Godbersen  spent  his  youthful  days  in  his  native  country  and  is  indebted 
to  its  public-school  system  for  the  educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed.  When 
he  finished  school  he  went  into  the  array,  serving  for  three  years  according  to  the 
milit.iry  rubs  of  that  land.  In  1884  he  came  to  America  and  made  his  way  at 
once  to  Madison.  Nebraska.  Soon  afterward  he  secured  employment  at  farm  labor, 
spending  three  years  in  that  way,  after  which  he  came  to  Platte  county  and  pur- 
chased three  acres  of  land  and  a  nice  home  in  the  edge  of  Humphrey.     He  worked 
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out  for  a  number  of  years  and  afterward  rented  land,  which  he  continued  to  cul- 
tivate until  his  death. 

In  June,  1878,  Mr.  Godbersen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherina  Car- 
stensen,  a  daughter  of  Carsten  and  Margaret  (Jensen)  Carstensen,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  German_v.  The  father  followed  farming  in  that  country  until  he 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  son-in-law,  Peter  Godbersen,  in  188-i,  and  here 
secured  employment  as  a  farm  hand.  His  end  came  most  suddenly  and  unexpect- 
edly two  months  later,  for  he  dropped  dead  in  the  field.  His  widow  survived  until 
1898,  when  she,  too,  passed  away.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Godbersen  were  born  ten 
children,  as  follows:  Carl,  an  agriculturist  living  in  Canada;  Cornelius,  who  is  a 
carpenter  by  trade  and  makes  his  home  in  Denison,  Iowa ;  Henrj%  a  barber  living 
in  Denison,  Iowa ;  May,  who  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Miller,  of  Springfield,  Illinois ; 
Hannah,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Noah  Smith,  of  Grand  Island,  Nebraska ; 
Lena,  the  wife  of  Harold  Hardin,  of  Pender,  Nebraska;  John,  who  is  emploj'cd  as  a 
stenographer  in  Grand  Island;  Dora,  who  died  in  infancy;  Paul,  who  also  passed 
away  in  infancy;  and  one  who  died  unnamed  in  infancy.  j\lr.  Godbersen  gave  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  His  religious  belief  was  that  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  he  was  loyal  to  its  teachings,  being  straightforward  and  hon- 
orable in  all  his  relations  with  his  fello^vmen.  Thus  it  was  that  he  left  to  his 
family  an  untarnished  name. 


BERNARD  HENRY  ASCHE. 

Bernard  Henry  Asche,  who  passed  away  on  the  12th  of  Maj-,  1913.  was  actively 
and  successfully  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  in  Platte  county  for  a  half 
century  and  his  widow  now  owns  an  excellent  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  on  section  14,  Sherman  township.  His  birth  occurred  in  Oldenburg,  Ger- 
many, on  the  1st  of  October,  1811,  his  parents  being  Bernard  and  Mary  Asche,  who 
died  in  that  country.  When  twenty-seven  years  of  age  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
the  United  States  and  came  direct  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  first  working  at  the 
plasterer's  trade  in  Columbus  for  three  or  four  years.  Subsequently  he  took  up  a 
homestead  claim  of  eighty  acres  in  Sherman  township  and  his  first  home  was  a  sod 
structure,  twelve  by  sixteen  feet,  in  which  he  lived  for  one  year.  He  then  erected 
another  sod  dwelling  with  shingle  roof  and  next  built  a  one-room  frame  house  which 
is  still  standing.  This  has  been  enlarged  and  remodeled  and  is  now  a  comfortable 
and  attractive  residence.  As  time  passed  he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm 
by  additional  purchase  and  made  excellent  improvements  thereon,  so  that  his  widow 
is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  property  embracing  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in   Sherman  township.     This  she  rents   to  her  son-in-law.  Otto  Durkop. 

On  October  15,  1872,  Mr.  Asche  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Loseke, 
a  sister  of  Fritz  Loseke,  who  is  a  successful  agriculturist  residing  on  section  18,  Bis- 
mark  township.  It  was  in  the  year  1868  that  she  accompanied  her  parents,  John  and 
Catherine  Margarethe  (Beneke)  Loseke,  on  their  emigration  to  the  new  world,  the 
family  home  being  established  in  Bismark  township,  this  county.  Mrs.  Asche 
recalls  many  of  the  trials  and  hardships  of  pioneer  existence  and  relates  that  rattle- 
snakes used  to  crawl  through  the  roof  of  their  sod  house  into  the  living  room,  some 
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of  tliese  having  as  many  as  twenty-four  rattles.  As  a  girl  she  worked  for  James 
North,  the  old  Indian  fighter.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Asche  were  horn  eh  v.  n  ehildreii.  as 
follows:  Bertha,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Pauline,  who  !2,.ivc  her  hand 
in  marriage  to  Louis  Saalfeld ;  Adolph,  a  farmer  living  in  Creston  township;  Wil- 
liam and  Julius,  who  also  follow  farming  in  Creston  township;  Edward,  an  agricul- 
turist of  Shell  (rick  towiisliip:  (iustav,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Stanton 
county,  Xehraska;  .Minnie,  the  wile  of  Otto  Durkop,  who  operates  the  farm  of  his 
mother-in-law;  Ida,  who  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Hemhed,  of  Sherman  township; 
Alma,  the  wife  of  William  Saalfeld;  and  Emil,  at  home. 

Bernard  H.  Asche  passed  away  on  the  12th  of  May,  1913,  when  in  the  seventy- 
second  year  of  his  age,  and  the  community  mourned  the  loss  of  one  of  its  substan- 
tial agriculturists  and  esteemed  citizens.  His  widow  still  resides  on  the  home  farm 
in  Sherman  township  and  has  won  a  host  of  warm  friends  in  the  county  to  which 
she  was  brought  in  pioneer  times  nearlv  a  half  century  ago. 


JOHN  WILLIAM  RAMAEKERS,  Sr. 

John  William  Ramaekers,  Sr.,  now  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age,  is  liv- 
ing retired  in  Lindsay,  where  he  is  numbered  among  the  honored  and  respected  citi- 
zens. For  a  long  period  he  was  actively  identified  with  business  interests  in  Platte 
county,  agricultural,  commercial  and  financial,  and  his  well  directed  enterprise  and 
industry  not  only  brought  to  him  success  but  also  contributed  to  the  development 
of  the  district  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  born  in  Limburg,  Holland,  June  17, 
1837,  a  son  of  John  Hendrick  and  Marie  Kathrina  (Drummen)  Ramaekers,  in 
whose  family  were  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  who  were  reared  upon 
their  father's  farm. 

John  W.  Ramaekers,  Sr.,  acquired  a  common-school  education  .ind  early  in  life 
started  out  in  the  business  world  by  learning  and  following  ih,-  harness-maker's 
trade.  Later  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  and  in  May,  1879,  he 
sought  the  op|i(irtiniitic  s  of  the  new  world,  crossing  the  Atlantic  and  making  his  way 
direct  to  St.  15,  rn.,nl.  I'latt.  county.  He  then  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  for 
which  he  paiil  IIm  humln  i!  dollars,  a  second  eighty  acre  tract,  for  which  he  paid 
thirteen  hundred  dollars,  and  subsequently  a  third  tract  of  similar  size,  for  which 
he  paid  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  thus  becoming  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  is  still  in  his  possession.  For  a  consider- 
able period  he  carried  on  general  agricultural  jnirsuits,  bringing  his  land  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  farm  met  with  gratifying  success. 
He  eventually,  however,  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields  and  retired  from 
business  life,  but  is  still  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  and  in 
the  Farmers  Elevator  Association,  both  of  Lindsay.  He  removed  from  his  farm 
ning  period  has  enjoyed  a  well  earned  rest, 
of  the  comforts  and  some  of  the  luxuries 
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work;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Peter  Smith,  of  St.  Bernard  township;  Maria,  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Borer,  a  farmer  of  St.  Bernard  township;  Hubertina,  the  wife  of  John 
Borer,  manager  for  the  Farmers  Elevator  Association  of  Lindsay;  and  Hubert,  who 
married  Goldie  Hassen  and  is  now  conducting  a  store  in  Lindsay.  The  wife  and 
mother  passed  away  at  Lindsay,  August  27,  1915,  and  her  funeral  was  the  largest 
ever  held  in  the  community,  a  fact  which  indicates  how  high  she  stood  in  the  public 
regard.  She  was  a  lady  of  many  admirable  and  lovable  traits  of  character,  posses- 
sing an  amiable  disposition,  while  at  all  times  she  displayed  thoughtfulness  toward 
and  consideration  for  others.  Her  purpose  was  ever  kindly  and  her  life  was 
fraught  with  many  good  deeds,  being  the  expression  of  Christian  faith  and  belief. 
Of  her  it  may  well  be  said:  "Her  children  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed  and  her 
good  works  do  follow  her." 

Mr.  Ramaekers  holds  membership  in  the  Holy  Family  churcli.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party  but  he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker. 
His  military  history  covers  a  year's  service  in  the  cavalry  in  Holland.  He  is  re- 
garded throughout  the  community  in  which  he  lives  as  one  of  the  most  worthy, 
substantial  and  highly  respected  citizens,  his  sterling  character  worth  gaining  for 
him  the  warm  and  enduring  regard  of  all  with  whom  business  or  social  relations 
have  brought  him  in  contact. 


WILLIAM  WENK. 


One  of  the  most  progressive  and  highly  respected  business  men  of  Platte  county 
is  William  Wenk,  of  Creston,  who  is  there  engaged  in  general  merchandising.  In- 
dolence and  idleness  are  utterly  foreign  to  his  nature,  and  the  industry  and  persist- 
ency of  purpose  which  he  has  displayed  in  managing  his  interests  have  led  to  the 
attainment  of  substantial  success.  Germany  claims  him  as  a  native  son.  He  was 
born  January  28,  1859,  of  the  marriage  of  John  and  Dora  (Kaiser)  Wenk,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  same  country.  The  fatl'.er  followed  farming  in  Germany 
throughout  his  entire  life,  there  passing  away  in  September.  1889,  while  his  wife 
survived  until  April,   1893. 

Reared  in  the  fatherland,  William  Wenk  pursued  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Germany,  rvumUmvj:  undrr  the  parrntal  roof  until  lie  reached  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  wlieii  In-  startid  out  in  tli,'  l)nsiness  world  l.y  le.irniii.i;-  the  mason's 
and  also  the  luitelier's  Ir-uh.s.  H,'  inllnwed  those  jiursnits  in  his  native  country 
until  1881.,  when  the  tav.n-.il.le  rei,„rts  which  li<-  h.ard  concerning  business  con- 
ditions in  the  new  world  hil  liiin  to  the  dilc  rniinilion  to  try  his  fortune  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  His  arr-nigenunls  conii.leted.  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  the 
United  States  and,  making  his  way  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  settled  at  West- 
point,  Nebraska,  where  he  rented  land  wliich  he  cultivated  for  a  year.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Antelope  county,  Nebraska,  and  purchased  a  quar- 
ter section  for  thirteen  hundred  dollars.  His  time  and  energies  were  then  devoted 
to  the  development  and  further  improvement  of  that  property  until  1894,  when  he 
sold  the  place  for  three  thousand  dollars  and  came  to  Creston.  Here  he  embarked 
in  the  butchering  business  and  also  handled  farm  implements,  continuing  active 
along  those  lines  until   1897,  when  he  disposed  of  his  butcher  shop  and   opened   a 
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hardware  store.  Success  attended  the  new  enterprise  and  after  two  years  he  ex- 
tended the  scope  of  his  business  by  adding  a  stock  of  furniture.  Thus  he  continued 
active  in  trade  until  1907,  when  he  sold  the  entire  establishment  and  for  a  year 
lived  retired,  but  he  was  too  energetic  a  man  to  remain  content  without  some  occu- 
pation and  he  accordingly  reentered  the  commercial  field,  this  time  opening  a  general 
store  which  he  has  since  conducted  with  growing  success.  He  has  three  separate 
store-rooms  side  by  side  and  also  a  large  implement  house.  He  deals  in  everything 
from  a  needle  up  to  a  threshing  machine  and  carries  an  enormous  stock,  thus  being 
ready  to  meet  any  demands  of  the  trade.  His  business  methods  are  thoroughly 
reliable,  and  he  has  ever  held  to  the  highest  standards  in  the  personnel  of  the  house, 
in  the  kind  of  goods  carried  and  in  the  treatment  of  customers,  recognizing  the  fact 
that  satisfied  patrons  are  the  best  advertisement.  He  also  handles  tlie  Buick  auto- 
mobile and  each  branch  of  his  business  is  bringing  to  him  a  gratifying  return.  He 
owns  his  own  store  building,  which  is  a  modern  brick  business  block,  well  adapted 
to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers 
Elevator  Company  and  the  Citizens   State  Bank  of  Creston. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1881,  Mr.  Wenk  was  married  to  Miss  Dora  K.irst<  ns,  wliose 
parents  were  natives  of  Germany  and  never  came  to  America.  Mr.  .iiid  Mrs.  M'cnk 
have  become  the  parents  of  six  children.  William  A.,  who  was  born  in  ,luly,  1882. 
married  Sybilla  Hoesley  and  died  in  November.  1910,  leaving  his  wife  .md  two 
children,  Thelma  and  William.  Minnie,  who  was  born  January  7,  1885,  is  the 
wife  of  Robert  Thompson,  of  Creston.  Rudolph  was  born  May  S^,  1889.  George 
was  born  in  1891  and  is  married.  Ada,  born  in  April,  1893,  is  the  wife  of  H.  L. 
Clarke,  a  resident  farmer  of  Sherman  township.  Ray,  born  March  28,  189.5,  com- 
pletes the  family. 

Politically  Mr.  Wenk  is  independent,  while  in  religious  faith  he  is  a  Lutheran. 
His  name  is  on  the  membership  rolls  of  the  local  organizations  of  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  the  Highlanders  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  In 
1910  he  returned  to  Germany,  where  he  has  three  brothers  living,  and  he  li.id  much 
pleasure  in  visiting  again  the  scenes  of  his  youtli  and  renewing  the  friendships  of 
his  boyhood.  He  has  never  had  occasion,  however,  to  regret  his  determination  to  come 
to  the  new  world,  for  here  he  found  the  opportunities  which  he  souglit  and  which, 
by  the  way,  are  always  open  to  ambitious,  energetic  young  men.  He  brought  with 
him  no  false  ideas  concerning  the  ease  with  whicli  success  might  be  won  but  recog- 
nized the  fact  that  advancement  must  depend  upiui  individual  effort,  close  applica- 
tion and  determination  and,  employing  these  qiiilitii  s.  Ik  liis  steadily  advanced  on 
the  high  road  to  fortune.  Today  he  has  important  linsinrss  connections  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  foremost  residents  of  Creston. 


O.   H.   ANDERSON. 

An  excellent  farm  on  section  35,  Walker  township,  bears  witness  to  the  energy 
and  efficiency  of  O.  H.  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Shelby  county,  Illinois,  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1871.  His  father,  Lars  Anderson,  who  was  a  native  of  Sweden, 
became  a  resident  of  the  United  States  in  1870,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Shelby 
county,  Illinois.     After  remaining  there  for  about  seven  years  he  removed  witli  his 
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family  to  Genoa,  Nebraska,  where  he  lived  for  about  three  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  became  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  on  Lookingglass  creek  in  Walker 
township,  and  for  many  years  his  energies  were  devoted  to  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  his  place.  He  built  the  first  schoolhouse  and  also  helped  to  build 
the  first  church  in  Walker  township  and  in  many  other  ways  contributed  to  the 
development  and  advancement  of  his  community.  Having  accunuilated  a  compe- 
tence, he  retired  from  active  life  a  number  of  years  ago.  On  tlie  '2d  of  June,  1915, 
he  and  his  wife  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary,  receiving  the  con- 
gratulatidiis  oi   tin  ir  many  friends  on  that  occasion. 

().  H.  Audi  rsiin  has  always  followed  the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared 
and  is  now  operating  the  home  place  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section 
35,  Walker  towtiship.  In  addition  to  this  he  rents  one  hundred  :\ud  sixty  acres, 
which  he  cultivates,  and  finds  that  he  has  small  leisure  for  outside  interests.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  derives  a  good  income  from  the  sale  of  his  grain 
and  stock. 

Mr.  Anderson  supports  the  democratic  party  at  the  polls,  and  his  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church.  In  all  relations  of  life  he  has  been  straight- 
forward and  upright,  and  his  integrity  has  gained  him  the  confidence  and  regard 
of  all  who  know  him. 


FRED  H.  SANDER. 


Since  1907  Fred  H.  Sander  has  resided  in  Creston,  where  he  is  now  engaged 
in  buying  cream  and  in  this  connection  has  built  up  an  extensive  business.  Like 
many  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  Platte  county,  he  is  of  German  birth,  his  natal  day 
being  October  29,  1866.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Dora  (Hadeler)  Sander,  were  also 
natives  of  Germany,  where  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  devoting 
his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  country  until  1882,  when  he 
came  to  the  United  States.  He  made  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  his  destination,  and 
on  reaching  the  end  of  his  journey  he  purchased  land  in  Sherman  township,  since 
which  time  he  has  systematically  and  successfully  carried  on  farming  there.  He 
has  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years,  but  his  wife  passed  away  in  1887. 

Fred  H.  Sander  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Germany,  and  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years  he  began  earning  his  living  by  working  as  a  farm  li.ind.  He  canu-  with 
his  parents  to  America  and  continued  his  employment  as  a  farm  lahonr  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twentj'-two  years,  when  he  rented  land,  upon  which  he  carried 
on  general  farming  for  two  years.  He  then  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Creston  township  and  developed,  cultivated  and  improved  that  place  for  a  long 
period,  there  carrying  on  general  farming  until  1907,  when  he  r<  nt.  d  the  farm  and 
came  to  C'risldn.  Hi  r(  hr  is  engaged  in  buying  cream,  and  Iiis  luisim  ss  f\irnishes  an 
excellent  market  tor  i.rodiieers.  His  work  is  carefully  and  systeniatieally  handled, 
and  energy  and  industry  constitute  the  basis  of  his  growing  success. 

In  April,  1897,  Mr.  Sander  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Har- 
nepp,  a  daughter  of  Carl  and  Bertha  Harnepp,  who  came  to  Platte  county  at  an 
early  dav.  Her  father  secured  a  homestead  and  continued  its  cultivation  for  many 
vears  but  eventuallv  retired  from  active  business  and  returned  to  Germany,  where 
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lie  now  makes  his  home.  To  Mr.  .and  Mrs.  Sander  were  born  four  children,  Lydia, 
Martha,  Bertha  and  Ida.  Mr.  Sander  was  married  a  second  time  in  October,  1914, 
when  he  wedded  Miss  Martha  Koch. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Sander  has  voted  witli 
tlie  democratic  party  and  is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  its  principles.  His  religious  faith 
is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church.  His  has  been  a  well  spent  life,  and  he  has  gained 
many   friends  during  the  period  of  his  residence  in   Platte  county,  now  covering  a 


HENRY  KNIGHT. 

Henry  Knight,  living  on  section  24,  Humphrey  township,  dates  his  residence 
in  this  county  from  1883,  or  for  a  period  of  nearly  a  third  of  a  century.  He  was 
born  in  Canada,  near  Ottawa,  on  the  15th  of  February,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles 
and  Bridget  (Doyle)  Knight,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  cultivated  land  in  Canada  throughout  his  entire 
life,  passing  away  in   1879,  while  his  wife  died  in   1875. 

Henry  Knight  was  reared  and  educated  in  Canada,  remaining  with  his  parents 
until  lie  re.iched  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  wlien  lie  began  to  earn  his  own  living 
by  working  as  a  farm  hand.  He  carefully  saved  his  earnings  and  at  lengtli  was 
able  to  purchase  a  farm,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  for  three  years,  when,  think- 
ing that  he  might  have  better  agricultural  advantages  in  the  United  States,  lie  came 
to  Nebraska,  reaching  Platte  county  in  1883.  Here  he  invested  in  one  liundrcd  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Creston  township  and  at  once  began  to  develop  and  improve 
tlie  place,  which  he  owned  and  cultivated  until  1908.  He  then  sold  that  property 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  24,  Humphrey  township,  since 
which  time  he  has  bent  his  energies  to  its  further  imjirovement.  It  is  an  excellent 
property,  the  fields  being  carefully  tilled,  while  the  buildings  upon  it  indicate  his 
careful  supervision  and  progressive  spirit. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1882,  Mr.  Knight  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Malissa  Jordan,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Elizabeth  (Becker)  Jordan,  natives  of 
Ireland  and  Canada  respectively.  The  father  was  an  educator  and  on  coming  to  the 
new  world  in  1848  settled  in  Canada.  He  became  superintendent  of  schools  at 
Chesterville,  filling  the  position  for  five  years,  and  prior  to  that  time  he  had  proved 
himself  an  able  educator  in  other  schools.  He  taught  altogether  in  Canada  for 
thirty-three  years  and  then  received  a  teacher's  pension.  His  work  was  of  far- 
reaching  effect  and  benefit,  for  he  imparted  clearly  and  readily  to  others  the  knowl- 
edge that  he  had  acquired  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  able  educators  of  the 
section  in  which  he  lived.  He  held  the  office  of  commissioner  of  tlie  liigii  court  of 
justice  and  was  also  a  pension  agent  for  a  time.  His  last  days  were  spent  in  re- 
tirement in  Canada,  where  he  passed  away  October  27,  1897.  His  widow  still  sur- 
vives and  yet  makes  her  home  in  Canada  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight  have  become  the  parents  of  one  child,  Elizabeth  M., 
who  was  born  May  2,  1884,  and  is  the  wife  of  Wade  Pruitt,  who  is  operating  her 
father's  farm.  He  was  born  September  21,  1877,  and  they  have  two  children:  Ma- 
lissa M.,  who  was  born  November  22,  1911  ;  and  Minnie  L.,  born  December  3,  1914. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight  are  also  rearing  an  adopted  daughter,  Ruth  Loydon,  who  is 
now  twelve  years  of  age  and  is  attending  school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight  are  people  of  kindly  spirit  and  generous  impulses.  They 
hold  membership  in  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Knight  gives  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  democratic  party.  To  him  and  his  wife  is  accorded  the  hospitality  of  the  best 
homes  of  Humphrey  township,  and  they  have  a  large  circle  of  friends  within  its 
borders. 


ANTOX  LOEFFLER. 


Anton  Loeffler, 
was  born  in  Baden,  Gei 
until  1 870,  when,  as  a  young  n 
and,  making  his  way  to  the  n 


ner  residing  on  section  8,  St.  Bernard  township, 
ary  17,  1852,  and  remained  in  his  native  land 
eighteen  years,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
«'est,  settled  in  Mercer  county,  Illinois,  whence 


e  removed  to  Peru,  La  Salle  county,  that  state. 
he  made  his  way  to  Marshall  county,  Iowa,  i 
which  he  drove  across  the  country  to  Madisoi 
team.     For  about  seventeen  years  he  resided 


After  remaining  there  for  fi- 
?here  he  farmed  for  one  yea 

county,  Nebraska, 
in  that  county  and  successful 


after 


gon  I 


ried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  there,  but  at  length  he  came  to  Platte  county 
and  located  on  section  8,  St.  Bernard  township,  where  he  owns  an  excellent  farm 
comprising  a  quarter  section.  He  raises  both  grain  and  stock,  and  as  his  labors  are 
intelligently  directed,  his  land  yields  him  a  good  return. 

Mr.  Loeffler  was  married  in  1879  to  Miss  Lena  Sent,  a  daughter  of  Bernard  and 
Mary  Sent,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  thirteen  children:  John  and  Frank, 
both  of  whom  are  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Nebraska ;  Henry,  a  resident  of  British  Colum- 
bia; Mary,  the  wife  of  John  Team,  of  Humphrey,  this  state;  Anna;  Clara,  now  Mrs. 
Frank  Keneptaliner.  of  Greeley  county,  Nebraska;  and  William,  Maggie,  Lena, 
Fritz.  Louis.  Raymond  and  Sar.ah,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Loeffler  easts  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  democratic  party  and  has  served 
as  school  (lirntor.     His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  he  exem- 
liims  m  his  daily  life.     The  gratifying  measure  of  success  which  he 
iehly  deserved,  as  he  is  enterprising  and  energetic  and  also  possesses 


plifieS     its    tr.ull 

has  gainrd   is   ri 
excellent  jiidgn 


■nt. 


GEORGE  MURIE. 


George  ]\Iurie  is  a  re 
been  closely  associated 
county.  He  was  born  in 
had  a  brother,  James  Mc 
and  served  as  an  Indiar 
in  America  in  1848,  whi 
and  settled  near  St.  Loui 


nth   the 
Ardrie, 


1  Columbus  and  for  forty  years  he  has 

I  development  and   progress   of   Platte 

II  the  14th  of  December,  1844,  and  he 


rie,  now  deceased,  who  became  a  resident  of  the  new  world 
scout  on  the  western  frontier.  The  family  was  founded 
n  the  parents  came  with  their  children  to  the  new  world 
!,  Missouri. 


In  that  locality  George  Murie  pursued  his  education  and  continued  1 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY  399 

until  1857,  when  he  came  to  Platte  county.  In  1862  he  went  to  Colorado,  where  he 
engaged  in  prospecting  for  over  five  years,  returning  to  Platte  county  in  1868.  This 
was  still  a  frontier  district  in  which  much  of  the  land  was  as  yet  unclaimed,  and  he  se- 
cured from  the  government  a  homestead  of  eighty  acres.  With  characteristic  energy 
he  began  to  break  the  sod  and  develop  his  fields,  and  for  forty  years  thereafter  he 
continued  active  in  general  farming,  his  labors  bringing  about  a  notable  transforma- 
tion in  the  appearance  of  his  place,  which  became  a  tract  of  highly  cultivated  fields, 
adorned  with  excellent  modern  improvements.  He  continued  active  in  farm  work 
until  1907,  when  he  removed  to  Columbus  and  retired  from  active  life. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1873,  Mr.  Murie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  Green, 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Green,  of  Marshall  county,  Indiana,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children:  George  William,  who  is  residing  in  Mon- 
tana ;  Charles  Albert,  of  Billings,  that  state ;  Lillie  A.,  the  wife  of  Charles  Gilbert, 
of  Seattle,  Washington ;  Hattie,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Edward  Brown,  of  Billings,  Mon- 
tana;  Adabell,  the  wife  of  John  Nauenberg,  of  Shell  Creek  township,  Platte  county, 
Nebraska;  John  Alexander,  a  resident  of  Boulder,  Colorado;  and  Maggie  May,  the 
wife  of  George  Wilson,  of  Topeka,  Kansas. 

The  parents  belong  to  the  Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  and  in  his  political  views 
Mr.  INIurie  is  a  republican.  He  has  always  stanchly  supported  the  party  but  has 
never  sought  or  desired  office.  He  has  served,  however,  as  school  director  and  at 
all  times  is  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  community  in 
which  he  makes  his  home,  to  which  end  he  has  co-operated  in  many  movements  for 
the  general  good. 


PETER  SCHAD. 


Peter  Schad,  manager  for  the  Nye-Schneider-Fowler  Company  at  Lindsay,  was 
born  May  31,  1876,  in  Colfax  county,  Nebraska,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Margaret  Schad, 
who  in  the  year  1870  removed  from  Wisconsin  to  Colfax  county,  where  the  father 
homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  after  which  he  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing until  March,  1893,  when  he  sold  that  property  and  removed  to  Platte  county. 
At  Lindsay  he  established  a  saloon,  which  he  conducted  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  he  opened  an  implement  house,  which  he  conducted  for  two 
years.  He  then  retired  from  active  business,  spending  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  well  earned  rest,  his  death  occurring  November  16,  1903.  His 
wife  survived  for  less  than  a  year,  passing  away  in  October,  1904. 

Peter  Schad  is  indebted  to  the  district-school  system  of  Colfax  county  for  the 
educational  privileges  that  he  enjoyed  during  his  boyhood  and  youth.  He  assisted 
his  father  upon  the  home  farm  until  the  removal  was  made  to  Platte  county,  at 
which  time  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Lindsay,  where  he  worked  for  his  father  in 
the  saloon  until  the  business  was  sold.  He  was  afterward  employed  by  Pat  Ready 
until  1895  and  then  worked  along  various  lines  until  1897,  when  he  became  proprie- 
tor of  a  saloon,  which  he  conducted  for  two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1899  he  re- 
moved to  Dodge  county,  where  he  remained  for  four  years,  and  on  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  returned  to  Lindsay  and  for  about  six  years  followed  farming. 
He  next  went  to  Oklahoma  but  again  came  to  Platte  county  in  1910  and  on  the  13th 
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of  October  filtered  the  employ  of  the  Nye-Schneider-Fowler  Company.  He  after- 
ward went  to  Cornlea,  Nebraska,  where  he  took  charge  of  their  elevator  until  !March 
1,  igii,  when  he  returned  to  Lindsay  as  manager  of  the  company's  business  here  and 
has  since  directed  the  interests  of  the  business  at  this  place. 

On  the  29th  of  April.  1895,  Mr.  Schad  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Con- 
nolly, a  daughter  of  Sanuul  and  Alice  Connolly,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  the  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schad  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  Alice,  Ed- 
ward Joseph,  Martini  Gertrude,  Irene  Mary  and  Monica  Frances,  all  yet  at  home. 

On  the  8th  of  October.  1910,  Mrs.  Schad  died  but  Mr.  Schad  has  continued  to 
kee|)  liis  children  together.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Catholic  church,  of  which 
his  wife  was  also  a  member,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  to  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters,  being  secretary  of  the  local  organization.  In  politics 
he  is  a  democrat  and  is  now  serving  as  clerk  of  Lindsay.  Practically  all  of  his  life 
has  been  spent  in  Nebraska.  He  has  depended  upon  his  own  labors  for  financial 
advancement  and  iiis  has  been  a  busy  lift',  while  his  present  position  is  one  of  re- 
sponsibility. 


FRED    H.    MUELLER. 


Fred  H.  Mueller  is  among  those  who  have  contributed  to  the  development  of  the 
agricultural  resources  of  the  county,  from  which  the  greater  part  of  its  wealth  springs. 
He  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Illinois,  on  the  12th  of  November,  1870,  a  son 
of  Fred  and  Julia  (Stickle)  Mueller,  both  born  in  Germany  in  1832,  the  former  on 
the  13th  of  August  and  the  latter  on  the  30th  of  September.  Not  long  after  they 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  the  father  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  and  served  for 
three  years  in  the  Civil  war.  He  took  part  in  many  battles  and  was  wounded  in  the 
foot.  In  1872  he  came  with  his  family  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  took  up  land 
on  section  26,  Grand  Prairie  township,  on  his  soldier's  warrant.  He  gained  a  grati- 
fying measure  of  success  and  won  many  friends,  and  his  demise  was  sincerely 
regretted  when  he  passed  away  on  the  2d  of  September,  1890.  His  wife  died  on  the 
18th  of  October,  1893,  and  their  three  children  are  living:  Carl,  F.  H.  and  Otto, 
sketches  of  all  of  whom  appear  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Fred  H.  Mueller  was  reared  at  home  and  gained  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  county.  When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  went  to  work  for  an  uncle, 
Gottlieb  Stickle.  This  uncle,  his  sister  Annie  and  their  father,  John  Stickle,  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  from  Germany  and  settled  in  Platte  county  at  an  early 
day  in  its  history.  The  three  homesteaded  adjoining  eighty  acre  tracts  and  following 
their  demise  Mr.  Mueller  inherited  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  is  located 
on  section  24,  Grand  Prairie  township.  He  keeps  everything  about  the  place  in 
excellent  condition  and  the  buildings  are  substantial  and  well  designed,  while  the 
fertility  of  the  land  is  carefully  conserved. 

On  December  20,  1892,  Mr.  Mueller  was  married  to  Miss  Sinney  Beecher,  who 
died  leaving  two  children:  Ernst;  and  Freda,  who  married  Gerhardt  Kopples,  of 
Creston  township.     Mr.  Mueller  i||^ried  the  second  time  December  15,  1898,  Miss 


isWe' 


^Martha  Hellbusch  becoming  his  yPffe.     She  was  born  in  Grand  Prairie  township. 
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daughter  of  John  Henry  and  Anna  Hellbusch,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.     To  their 
union  have  been  born  four  children :  Hilda,  Lucy,  Albert  and  Werner. 

Mr.  Mueller  casts  an  independent  ballot,  supporting  the  candidates  and  measures 
that  he  believes  will  best  promote  the  public  welfare,  and  his  interest  in  public  affairs 
is  that  of  a  good  citizen.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  locality,  and  all 
who  know  him  recognize  his  good  qualities  and  hold  him  in  high  esteem. 


MORRLS  HOLLORAN. 


During  the  years  of  an  active  life  :\Ir.  Holloran  was  wr 

11  known 

in  the  business 

circles   of   Platte   county   and    when   deatli   called    him   the   ( 

■omniunit' 

r   mourned   the 

loss  of  a  representative  and  valued  citizen.     He  was  born  i 

n  Omaha 

.  Nebraska,  on 

the  I,gth  of  October,  1866,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Hollor 

■an,  who  c 

■ame  with  their 

family  to  Platte  county  in   1872  when  tlicir  son  Morris  was 

;  a  little  1 

ad  of  six  sum- 

nurs.  The  father  secured  a  homestead  claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  four 
miles  west  of  Lindsay  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
also  engaged  in  freighting  with  team  and  wagon  from  Omaha  to  Tarnov  and  he 
hauled  his  grain  from  Lindsay  to  Columbus. 

In  his  youthful  days  Mr.  Holloran  pursued  his  education  in  a  little  sod  school- 
house  which  stood  upon  his  father's  farm  and  when  not  busy  with  his  textbooks  as- 
sisted his  father  in  cultivating  the  home  property.  After  reaching  his  majority  he 
engaged  in  farming. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1896,  Mr.  Holloran  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Kate  Lucid,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Bridget  Lucid,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Platte 
Center.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holloran  were  born  a  son  and  daughter,  Daniel  and  Viola, 
both  of  whom  are  at  home  with  their  mother.  The  husband  and  father  passed  away 
June  29,  1905,  when  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  belonged  to  the  Cath- 
olic church  and  also  had  membership  with  the  Modern  Woodmen,  while  his  political 
faith  was  that  of  the  democratic  party.  Almost  his  entire  life  was  passed  in  Platte 
county,  where  he  was  widely  and  favorably  known,  his  many  good  qualities  gaining 
for  him  the  warm  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 


GEORGE  MICHAELSEN. 

George  Miehaelsen,  a  progressive  and  efficient  farmer  of  Sherman  township,  was 
born  in  Shell  Creek  township,  Colfax  county,  Nebraska,  on  the  28th  of  July,  1878. 
His  parents,  Ludwig  and  Catherina  (Hollman)  Miehaelsen,  were  both  natives  of 
Germany.  The  father  was  born  in  Oldenburg  in  18;>1  and  many  years  ago  emigrated 
to  America,  now  living  at  Odessa  Station,  Washington. 

The  subject  of  this  review  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  dur- 
ing the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  also  devoted  considerable  time  to  assisting 
his  father  with  the  work  of  the  homestead.  He  thus  gained  valuable  knowledge 
which  enabled  him  to  succeed  when  he  rented  a  farm  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
After  cultivating  rented  land  for  a  few  years  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
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acres  on  section  18,  Sherman  township,  Platte  county,  which  he  has  since  cultivated, 
and  he  also  operates  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  belonging  to  his  wife. 
He  uses  the  most  improved  machinery  to  facilitate  his  work,  and  the  sale  of  his 
grain  and  stock  returns  to  him  a  good  income. 

Mr.  Michaelsen  was  married  on  the  19th  of  February,  1901,  to  Miss  Anna 
Hembd,  and  their  children  are  Julius  Ludwig,  Emma  Louisa,  Elsa  Alvina,  Walter 
George  and  Melvin  Milton.  Mr.  Michaelsen  is  a  stanch  democrat  and  is  now  ably 
serving  as  township  treasurer.  He  holds  membership  in  St.  John's  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church,  to  the  support  of  which  he  contributes,  and  his  influence  is  always 
on  the  side  of  right  and  justice. 


JOSEPH  HECKER. 

Joseph  Hecker,  of  the  Windolph-Hecker  Drug  Company  of  Humphrey,  was  born 
in  Albert  Lea,  Miijnesota,  May  28,  1891,  a  son  of  Joseph  J.  and  Mary  (Kamp) 
Hecker,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  was  a  wagon  maker 
in  the  old  country,  where  he  remained  until  1875,  when  he  determined  to  try  his 
fortune  in  America  and  crossed  the  Atlantic,  making  his  way  to  Minnesota,  where 
he  established  and  conducted  a  wagon  shop  at  Albert  Lea.  There  he  carried  on  busi- 
ness for  several  years,  and  then  removed  to  Boyd  county,  Nebraska.  There  he  pur- 
cliased  a  farm,  upon  which  he  has  made  many  improvements,  his  attention  being 
still  given  to  the  development  and  further  cultivation  of  that  property. 

Joseph  Hecker  was  reared  and  educated  in  Boyd  county,  Nebraska,  being 
quite  young  when  his  parents  removed  to  this  state.  He  supplemented  his  early 
school  training  by  study  in  Creighton  College  at  Omaha,  where  he  pursued  the  arts 
and  science  course  for  two  years.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  pharmacy  and 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1915.  Later  he  came  to  Humphrey,  Nebraska, 
and  bought  a  half  interest  in  a  drug  store,  his  partner  being  Oscar  A.  Windolph. 
Their  interests  are  conducted  under  the  firm  st3'le  of  the  Windolph-Hecker  Drug 
Company  and  they  carry  a  large  stock  and  enjoy  a  liberal  patronage.  Their  store 
is  tastefully  arranged  and  well  appointed  in  every  particular  and  their  business 
methods  conform  to  the  highest  standard  of  commercial  ethics. 

Mr.  Hecker  is  a  Catholic  in  religious  faith  and  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus. He  votes  with  the  democratic  party  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day  but  does  not  seek  nor  desire  ofliee,  preferring  to  concentrate 
his  energies  upon  the  further  conduct  of  his  business,  in  which  he  is  meeting  with 
growing  and  gratifying  s 


GUSTAVUS  G.  BECHER,  Jr. 

Gustavus  G.  Becher,  .Jr.,  is  secretary  of  the  Becher,  Hockenberger  &  Chambers 
Company  at  Columbus.  He  was  born  June  18,  1882,  in  the  city  which  is  still  his 
home,  a  son  of  Gustavus  G.  Becher,  Sr.,  and  after  attending  the  public  schools  until 
he  had  mastered  the  work  of  various  grades  he  was  graduated  from  the  high  school 
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and  later  pursued  a  short  course  in  stenography.  He  then  became  a  stenographer  in 
the  employ  of  the  iirm  of  Becher,  Hockenberger  &  Chambers  in  February,  1901, 
and  from  January,  190S,  until  March,  1904,  was  in  the  employ  of  F.  H.  Peevey  & 
Comjsany  of  ^Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  In  the  latter  year  he  returned  to  Columbus 
and  again  entered  the  employ  of  Becher,  Hockenberger  &  Chambers,  with  whom  he 
continued  until  November,  1912,  when  he  purchased  his  father's  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness and  became  a  member  of  the  firm  under  the  old  name.  The  business  has  since 
been  incorporated. 

On  the  16th  of  November.  1913,  Mr.  Becher  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Dorothy  Post,  a  daughter  of  Judge  A.  M.  and  Ella  Post,  of  Columbus.  Her 
father,  who  was  at  one  time  supreme  judge  of  the  state  of  Nebraska  and  is  one 
of  the  prominent  attorneys  here,  is  represented  on  another  page  of  this  Work.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Becher  have  one  son,  Gustavus  G.,  who  is  the  fourth  of  that  name  in  the 
family   and  was   born  August   10,   1915. 

Mr.  Becher  is  a  member  of  Columbus  Lodge,  No.  1195,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  which  he 
joined  on  its  organization.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Columbus  Maennerchor,  the  Co- 
lumbus Orpheus  Society  and  Thusnelde  Lodge,  No.  12,  of  the  Sons  of  Herman.  He 
attends  the  Episcopalian  church  and  in  politics  is  a  liberal  republican.  He  keeps 
in  touch  with  the  thought  and  progress  of  the  times  and  that  he  stands  for  upbuilding 
and  improvement  in  his  home  city  is  indicated  b}'  his  active  co-operation  in  the  work 
of  the  Commercial  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  In  a  word,  he  is  a  representa- 
tive young  man  of  the  county  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  actuates  him  at  all  times. 
His  labors,  therefore,  have  contributed  not  only  to  the  material  but  also  to  the  social 
and  cultural  interests  of  the  community. 


JOHN  CRAIG. 

John  Craig,  who  resides  on  section  8,  Creston  township,  is  one  of  the  wealthy 
landowners  of  Platte  county  and  has  to  some  extent  retired  from  active  life,  renting 
the  greater  part  of  his  land,  although  he  gives  personal  supervision  to  his  fine  apple 
orchard.  He  was  born  in  Wisconsin  in  March,  1851,  a  son  of  John  and  Elspeth 
(Cooper)  Craig,  both  natives  of  Scotland.  Many  years  ago  they  emigrated  to 
America  and  first  located  in  Canada,  where  the  father,  who  was  a  wagon  maker, 
followed  his  trade  and  also  worked  at  carpentering  to  some  extent.  After  residing 
for  seven  years  in  the  Dominion  he  removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  purchased  land, 
which  he  cultivated  for  some  time.  He  next  removed  to  Minnesota  and  for  four- 
teen years  operated  a  farm  there  which  he  had  purchased.  At  length  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Mills  county,  Iowa,  and  again  bought  land,  to  the  cultivation  of  which 
he  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  accidentally  killed  by  the  kick  of  a 
horse  in  1903.     His  wife  survived  until  1910. 

John  Craig  was  reared  and  educated  in  Minnesota  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  became  of  age.  He  then  rented  land  in  Mills  county,  Iowa,  which  he  ojjer- 
ated  for  five  years,  in  the  meantime  carefully  saving  his  money.  He  next  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  but  after  farming  that  place  for  one  year  he  sold  it  and 
bought  another  farm  which  he  operated  for  a  year.  In  1885  he  came  to  Platte 
county,  Nebraska,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  his  present  place 


406       PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

on  section  8,  Creston  townsliip.  He  at  once  began  improving  his  farm  and  derived 
a  gratifying  income  from  its  cultivation.  Later  he  purchased  an  adjoining  eighty 
acres  and  has  continued  to  reside  upon  that  place  with  the  exception  of  three  years, 
which  he  sjient  in  Lincoln  county.  He  also  owns  a  quarter  section  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 2,  Columbus  towinship.  For  manj'  j'ears  he  personally  operated  his  farms  and  in 
addition  to  growing  grain  raised  pure  blooded  shorthorn  cattle.  Now,  however,  as 
he  has  accumulated  more  than  a  competence,  he  rents  the  greater  part  of  his  land, 
although  he  himself  looks  after  his  orchard  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  bearing 
apple  trees.  His  home  place  is  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  the  county  and 
he  has  always  found  farm  work  pleasant  as  well  as  profitable. 

In  January,  1878,  I\Ir.  Craig  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Parks,  a 
daughter  of  Alfred  and  Sarah  (Sims)  Parks,  natives  of  England,  who  on  emigrating 
to  America  located  in  Wisconsin.  Her  father  was  employed  on  a  boat  for  many 
years  but  later  purchased  land  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  farming. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  deceased.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Craig  have  become  the  parents 
of  five  children:  Fred,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Madison  county,  Nebraska,  but  was 
for  eight  years  engaged  in  banking  in  Texas;  William,  who  passed  away  in  1905 
at  the  age  of  twenty;  Everett,  who  is  farming  in  Madison  county,  this  state;  Arthur, 
who  is  in  the  employ  of  Leach  &  Palmateer  at  Creston ;  and  Lela,  the  wife  of  J.  W. 
Larson,  station  agent  at  Alilkr,  Nebra.ska. 

Mr.  Craig  is  a  re]3ublican  and  served  acceptably  as  township  assessor,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  township  board  and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Fraternally  he  is 
identified  witli  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that 
of  tilt-  M(  thmlist  K|>iscopal  church.  He  is  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  through- 
out the  county,  and  his  personal  friends  are  many. 


P.  A.  CARLSON. 


P.  A.  Carlson  is  the  junior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Carlson  Brothers,  general  mer- 
chants of  Lindsay,  and  is  a  representative  citizen,  possessing  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
that  has  characterized  the  upbuilding  and  development  of  the  middle  west.  He 
was  born  October  30,  1873,  in  Sweden,  a  son  of  Carl  and  Christina  (Johannson) 
Carlson,  in  whose  family  were  seven  children.  He  acquired  a  common-school  educa- 
tion and  was  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  when  in  1890  he  arrived  in  Nebraska,  mak- 
ing his  way  to  Newman  Grove,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  general  store.  This 
gave  him  initial  training  and  experience  along  the  line  of  the  business  in  which  he 
is  now  engaged  and  qualified  him  for  the  successful  conduct  of  his  individual  inter- 
ests. Joining  his  brother,  Carl  J.  Carlson,  and  Peter  Johnson,  they  purchased  the 
store  of  Henry  Ehlers  in  1896  and  after  three  years  he  and  his  brother  became 
sole  proprietors  by  purchasing  the  interest  of  their  partner.  They  have  since  con- 
ducted the  business  along  well  defined  lines  and  their  carefully  formulated  plans  are 
carried  forward  to  successful  completion. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Carlson  is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and 
appreciation  of  his  public  spirit  on  the  part  of  his  fellow  townsmen  is  shown  in  the 
fact  that  for  eight  years  he  has  served  on  the  village  board.     He  is  now  serving  as  a 
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ALBERT  S.  FLINK. 

Albert  S.  Flink  owns  four  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  fine  land  in  Walker 
township  and  is  now  living  retired  on  his  farm  on  section  7.  A  native  of  Sweden, 
his  birth  occurred  in  Elfsburg  on  the  2d  of  January,  1861.  His  father,  Anders 
Flink,  served  in  the  Swedish  army  for  over  thirty-five  years  and  is  now  living  re- 
tired in  that  country.  The  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Anna  Marie 
Johnson,  is  deceased. 

Albert  S.  Flink,  who  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  residing  in  the  United  States, 
passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  land,  where  he  attended  the 
public  schools,  thus  acquiring  his  education.  In  1882,  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  and,  making  his  way  westward,  settled  in 
De  Kalb  county,  Illinois,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  five  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  went  to  Kansas  and  remained  in  that  state  for  six  years,  home- 
steading  a  quarter  section  of  land  there,  which  he  still  owns.  In  the  fall  of  1S93 
he  came  to  Walker  township,  Platte  county,  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  section  18  for  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre.  The  place  had  few  improvements 
upon  it  when  it  came  into  his  possession  but  it  is  now  one  of  the  finely  developed 
farms  of  the  locality  as  he  has  made  many  excellent  improvements  thereon.  The 
farm  buildings  are  substantial  and  of  modern  design,  and  everything  about  the  place 
is  well  kept  up.  He  bought  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  more  on  section  18  and 
eighty  acres  on  section  7  and  still  later  he  purchased  thirty-five  acres  on  section  7, 
for  which  he  paid  eighty-five  dollars  per  acre.  In  1912  he  erected  a  fine  modern 
residence  and  barn  on  his  farm  on  section  7  and  is  now  living  there  in  honorable 
retirement  from  active  life,  having  rented  all  of  his  land.  While  engaged  in  farm- 
ing he  not  only  produced  a  large  amount  of  grain  annually  but  he  also  raised  Berk- 
shire hogs  and  shorthorn  cattle,  the  sale  of  his  stock  adding  materially  to  his  income. 

Mr.  Flink  was  married  on  the  2d  of  October,  1894,  to  Miss  Amanda  Sophia  Aberg, 
a  daughter  of  Peter  J.  Aberg,  an  old  settler  of  Walker  township.  Mrs.  Flink  passed 
away  on  the  2d  of  May,  1912,  and  her  demise  was  not  only  an  irreparable  loss  to 
her  family  but  was  also  deeply  regretted  in  the  community  as  she  was  loved  by  all 
who  knew  her.  Her  sympathies  included  all  who  were  in  need  or  distress,  and  she 
also  shared  the  jdys  of  her  friends  and  acquaintances,  finding  pleasure  in  their  hap- 
piness. She  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church  and  took  an 
active  part  in  its  work.  Although  she  has  passed  to  her  reward  the  influence  of  her 
life  remains,  and  her  memory  is  cherished  by  all  those  who  came  into  close  contact 
with  her.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children:  Anna,  at  home;  and  Helen  and 
Frank  William,  both  of  whom  are  attending  school  at  Wahoo. 

Mr.  Flink  is  a  republican  and  for  seventeen  or  eighteen  consecutive  years  served 
as  school  director,  doing  much  in  that  time  to  increase  the  efticiency  of  the  public 
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schools.  He  retind  from  the  office  in  1913  but  is  still  interested  in  educational  prog- 
ress. For  eleven  jears  he  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church,  and 
he  does  all  within  his  power  to  further  its  growth  and  to  promote  the  spread  of  its 
influence.  He  is  widely  known  and  there  is  no  more  highly  respected  resident  of 
Walker  township  than  he. 


ANTOX  BELLER. 

Anton  Beller  is  ineetinc;  with  gratifying  success  in  his  work  as  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  and  is  i(  (■(>i;iiized  as  a  substantial  citizen.  He  was  born  in  New  York 
city  on  the  25th  of  Scptnnbir,  1868,  a  son  of  Ignatz  and  Josephine  Beller,  both 
natives  of  Germany,  who  on  emigrating  to  the  United  States  settled  in  New  York, 
where  they  remained  for  about  a  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they  came  west- 
ward and  took  up  their  residence  in  Fort  Madison,  Lee  county,  Iowa.  After  work- 
ing in  a  lumberj-ard  there  for  about  two  years,  the  father  engaged  in  farming  with 
a  brother  for  sonir  time  but  subsequently  removed  to  Madison  county,  Nebraska, 
where  he  passed  away  on  the  13th  of  December,  1889.  The  mother  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  in  1-indsay,  Nebraska. 

Anton  Beller  received  the  greater  part  of  his  education  in  Lee  county,  Iowa,  but 
attended  school  for  one  year  after  removing  to  this  state.  Since  beginning  his  in- 
dependent business  career  he  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits  and  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  excellent  land  in  St.  Bernard  township.  His  place  is  well 
improved,  and  his  residence  and  farm  buildings  are  commodious  and  well  built.  In 
addition  to  growing  the  usual  crops  he  raises  cattle  and  Chester  White  hogs,  and 
both  branches  of  his  work  yield  him  a  good  return. 

Mr.  Beller  has  been  twice  married.  On  the  19th  of  January,  1893,  he  wedded 
Miss  Louisa  Husemann,  who  passed  away  on  thelst  of  May,  1891.,  leaving  a  daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth.  On  the  17th  of  February,  1895,  Mr.  Beller  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Theresa  Sueper,  a  daughter  of  Frank  Sueper.  She  died  on  the  8th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1914..  She  was  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  as  follows:  Louise,  Edward, 
Anton,  Clara,  Anna,  Lawrence,  Agnes,  Stanislaus,  Helena,  Antonia,  Kasimir  and 
Mary,  all  at  home. 

The  democratic  party  has  in  Mr.  Beller  a  stanch  supporter,  and  he  is  now  serving 
as  school  treasurer.  Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Foresters,  and  in  religious 
faith  he  is  a  Catholic.  His  many  sterling  traits  of  character  gain  him  the  respect 
of  those  who  have  been  associated  with  him,  and  he  has  many  personal  friends. 


FERDINAND  R.  BERING. 

Ferdinand  R.  Bering,  deceased,  was  born  in  Germany,  July  4,  1855,  a  son 
Frederick  and  Francisca  (Soms)  Bering.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Germany,  a 
he  and  his  wife  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  country,  many  years  having  come  a 
gone  since  they  passed  away,  the  mother  having  died  in  1 872,  while  the  fathe 
death  occurred  in  1887. 
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Ferdinand  R.  Bering  was  reared  and  educated  in  Germany  and  became  an  in- 
spector on  a  large  ranch,  having  charge  of  the  labors  of  two  hundred  men.  At 
length  he  determined  to  seek  a  home  beyond  the  Atlantic,  having  heard  favorable 
reports  concerning  business  opportunities  in  the  new  world.  It  was  in  1883,  when 
he  was  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  that  he  made  the  voyage  and  came  to  Ne- 
braska, settling  at  Westpoint.  Later  he  removed  to  Humphrey,  Platte  county,  and 
engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  for  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  and  made  Humphrey  a  third  class  office.  He  also  continued  in 
the  real-estate  business  and  was  thoroughly  conversant  with  property  values  in  this 
district  and  negotiated  many  important  realty  transfers.  He  never  enjoyed  robust 
health  and  died  after  an  illness  of  two  weeks,  in  March,  1897. 

In  1 881  Mr.  Bering  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Biermann,  whom  he  wedded 
on  the  18th  of  September.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and  IMargaret  (Stin- 
ncr)  Biermann,  natives  of  Germany.  Her  father  was  inspector  of  a  large  timber 
tract  and  had  charge  of  planting  trees  in  the  forests.  He  died  in  his  native  country 
in  1881,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1885.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bering  became  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children:  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Steffes,  one  of  tjie  prominent 
merchants  of  Humphrey,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work ;  Theresa,  at 
home ;  Amanda.  Joseph  and  Hugh,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy ;  Alma,  who  is  teach- 
ing in  tlie  Humphrej'  schools ;  Frederick,  who  is  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  is  living 
at  liome;  and  Walter,  who  is  clerking  in  the  Steffes  Brothers'  store. 

Mr.  Bering  belonged  to  the  Catholic  cliurch  and  also  held  membership  with  tlie 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  His  political  indorsement  was  given  the  democratic 
party  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  ajipreciating  liis  worth  and  public  spirit,  called  him 
to  the  office  of  road  supervisor,  in  whicli  he  served  for  four  years.  Eighteen  years 
have  come  and  gone  since  he  passed  away,  and  his  memory  is  yet  cherished  by  those 
who  knew  him,  for  at  his  death  he  left  be'hind  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends.  He 
was  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  family  and  to  the  best  interests  of  the  community, 
and  his  sterling  worth  gained  him  a  firm  hold  upon  the  affection  and  esteem  of  those 
with  whom  he  was  associated. 


CHARLES   JACOBS. 


Almost  thirty  years  have  come  and  gone  since  Charles  Jacobs  arrived  in  Platte 
county  and  with  its  agricultural  development  he  has  since  been  closely  associated. 
He  now  makes  his  home  on  section  24,  Humphrey  township,  where  he  owns  and 
cultivates  a  good  farm.  He  was  born  in  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  October  26,  1858, 
a  son  of  Frederick  and  Julia  A.  (Orgon)  Jacobs,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York 
and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  On  leaving  the  east  the  father  became  a  resident 
of  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  where  he  located  at  an  early  period  in  its  develoji- 
mcnt,  there  purchasing  land  which  he  improved  and  cultivated  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  He  was  a  miller  by  trade  and  was  accidentally  killed  in  a  mill 
in  Kansas  in  the  '70s.  His  wife  survived  him  for  many  years,  passing  away  in 
1892. 

Charles  Jacobs  is  indebted  to  the  public-school  system  of  his  native  county  for 
the  educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed  and  to  good   home  training  for  many 
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of  those  princij^les  which  have  made  him  an  honorable  man,  worthy  of  the  respect 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  After  attaining  his  majority  he  began  farming  on  his  own 
account  by  renting  land  in  Marshall  county,  Illinois,  for  two  years,  and  in  1886 
he  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  for  three  years  he  cultivated  a  rented 
farm.  During  this  period  he  carefully  saved  his  earnings  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  was  able  to  purchase  land,  becoming  tht?  owner  of  a  farm  in  Creston  township, 
which  he  operated  for  two  years.  He  then  fell  heir  to  his  present  farm  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  24,  Humphrey  township,  and  for  a  long  period  gave  his  time  and 
attention  to  its  further  development  and  improvement  but  now  rents  the  land. 

On  November  28,  1887,  Mr.- Jacobs  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eva  K. 
Maynard,  a  daughter  of  Asahel  and  Pearl  (Collar)  Maynard,  the  former  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  in  an 
early  day  settled  in  Washington  county,  Nebraska,  after  which  he  removed  to  Colfax 
county  and  secured  a  homestead,  which  he  cultivated  for  several  years.  He  then 
came  to  Platte  county,  where  he  continued  farming  until  his  death  in  1888.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  September,  1908,  having  survived  him  for  two  decades.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jacobs  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Nettie,  who  is  employed  in  the  Nay- 
lor  store  in  Creston,   Nebraska;  and  William  F.,  Asahel  and  Eugene,  all  at  home. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Jacobs  is  a  republican  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  In  these  associations  are  indicated  the  rules  and  principles 
which  govern  his  actions.  He  enjoys  a  well  earned  reputation  as  an  honorable 
business  man  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  he  has  a  circle  of  friends  almost  co- 
extensive with  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance. 


NICHOLAS  J.  HEMMER. 

In  connection  with  the  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of  Platte  county  the 
name  of  Nicholas  J.  Hemmer  has  been  well  known,  for  througli  a  long  period  he 
was  actively  engaged  in  general  agricultural  jinrsuits.  While  he  has  now  retired 
from  the  farm  and  makes  his  home  in  (  ,.nil.a.  li,-  slill  owns  two  hundred  acres  of 
rich  and  valuable  land  but  is  leaving  tlie  -iclivr  wm-k  ..t  tli,-  farm  to  others  and  is 
living  somewhat  retired  from  business,  although  he  is  now  vice  president  of  the 
Cornlea  State  Bank.  He  was  born  in  Cascade  township,  Dubuque  county,  Iowa, 
October  8,  1855,  a  son  of  Nicholas  and  Mary  (Kremmer)  Hemmer,  both  of  whom 
were  born  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Rliine  in  Prussia,  where  the  father  conducted 
business  as  a  cloth  weaver.  He  came  to  America  in  1852,  settling  in  Dubuque 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  purchasing  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  upon  which  his  remaining  days  were  passed.  He  lived  in 
Iowa  for  forty-four  years  or  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1896.  He  had  retired 
from   active  business   and  removed  to  Worthington,   where  his  widow  now  resides. 

Nicholas  J.  Hemmer  was  reared  in  the  usual  manner  of  farm  lads  and  remained 
at  home  until  1879,  when  at  the  age  of  twenty- four  years  he  removed  to  Platte 
county,  Nebraska,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Columbus.  After  working  there  for  a 
time  he  went  to  Madison  county,  this  state,  and  engaged  in  farming  for  six  years. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Platte  county  in   1886,  establishing 
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liis  home  in  Granville  townsliip,  where  lie  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  on  section  18,  there  making  his  home  until  1912,  when  he  retired  from 
active  business  life  and  removed  to  Cornlea,  renting  his  place  to  his  son.  He  had 
added  to  it  a  tract  of  forty  acres  and  in  1892  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  more.  He  thus  lucanu-  ..wnrr  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  aeres  In.t  afterward 
sold  a  quarter  section.  While  \,yu,<x  in  (Iraiiville  Idwiisliip  lie  carried  on  jivneral 
farming  and  stock-rai.siui;-.  lirinjj,inu-  his  fields  under  a  liigli  state  of  cultivation  and 
gathering  therefrom  rich  crops  as  a  reward  for  his  care,  labor  and  capable  manage- 
ment. After  removing  to  the  village  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  Cornlea  State 
Rank,  of  which  he  now  serves  as  vice  president. 

In  1882  ;Mr.  Hemmer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Gilsdorf,  a 
daughter  of  ^Matthias  and  Elizabeth  Gilsdorf,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Bingen 
on  the  Rhine.  Emigrating  to  the  United  States,  the  father  followed  both  farming 
and  carjientering  in  Sheboygan  county,  Wisconsin,  until  1883,  when  he  came  to 
Granville  township.  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hemmer  were  born  ten  children, 
as  follows:  Matthias,  whose  birth  occurred  October  13,  1S84,  lives  in  Lindsay, 
Nebraska,  and  wedded  :\Iiss  Catharine  Korth ;  Catharine,  who  was  born  December 
2,  1886,  and  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Andrew  Hiermier,  a  clerk  in  Bender's 
store  of  Cornlea;  Anna,  who  was  liorn  October  9,  1888,  and  is  the  wife  of  Fred 
.Schultz,  a  raiiiliinau  ni  t'licrry  rouiily.  Niliraska;  Guido,  who  was  born  March  27, 
189;i,  wedd.a  .Miss  C'atli.iriur  liraiull  and  lives  on  his  father's  farm  in  Granville 
township;  Clara,  who  was  born  March  21,  1896,  and  is  at  home;  Albert,  who  was 
born  July  12.  1899,  and  is  also  under  the  parental  roof;  John,  twin  brother  of 
Albert,  who  is  at  home;  Angle,  who  was  born  February  10,  1902,  and  is  at  home; 
Henry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ;  and  ^Latthias,  who  passed  away  in 
infancy.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  March  19,  1906,  when  they  were  liv- 
ing upon  the  farm.  For  six  years  thereafter  Mr.  Hemmer  continued  to  live  upon 
the  old  homestead  but  in  1912  turned  the  place  over  to  his  children,  who  now 
cultivate  it. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hemmer  is  an  earnest  democrat  and  served  as  road 
boss  of  Granville  towniship  for  se^eral  years.  He  and  all  of  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  church  of  Cornlea  and  he  belongs  to  the  St.  Joseph's  :Men's  Society 
of  the  Catholic  church  at  St.  Bernard,  Nebraska.  There  have  been  no  spectacular 
]5hases  in  his  life's  history-,  but  his  record  shows  what  may  be  accomplished  wlien 
determination,  perseverance  and  industry  are  arrayed  against  j^overty  and  draw- 
backs. He  worked  hard  and  as  the  years  passed  on  success  rewarded  his  efforts, 
so  that  he  is  now  the  possessor  of  a  comfortable  competence. 


JOSEPH  BORER. 


Joseph  Borer  owns  a  large  farm  on  section  10,  St.  Bernard  township,  and  is 
one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Platte  county.  He  was  born  in  Carver  county, 
Minnesota,  August  9,  1866,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Helena  (Jeuriscn)  Borer,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Switzerland,  who  at  an  early  age  became  a  resident  of  ^Minnesota. 
In    1880  he  removed   to   St.   Bernard   township,  Platte   county,   Nebraska,   with   his 
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family  and  located  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  10,  for  which 
he  paid  eighteen  hundred  dollars.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  deceased.  They  had 
five  children,  of  whom  Joseph  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

Joseph  Borer  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  early  in  life  gained  val- 
uable training  through  assisting  his  father.  The  latter  gave  all  of  his  sons  a  good 
start  in  life  and  the  subject  of  this  review  has  been  very  successful  as  an  agricultur- 
ist. He  now  owns  four  hundred  acres  of  excellent  land  on  section  10,  St.  Bernard 
township,  where  he  engages  in  general  farming  and  raises  high  grade  Duroc-Jersey 
hogs.  He  is  practical  and  progressive  and  receives  a  good  income  from  his  land. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Lindsay  and  for  many 
years  has  owned  and  operated  a  threshing  outfit  and  cornsheller,  thus  adding  mate- 
rially to  his  income. 

On  the  30th  of  Ajfril,  1889,  Mr.  Borer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Ramaekers,  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  Ramaekers,  Sr.,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where in  tills  work.  To  this  union  fifteen  children  have  been  born,  as  follows:  Mary, 
the  wife  of  William  Kirzeder,  a  farmer  of  Madison  county,  this  state;  Lena,  who 
is  in  a  convent  in  Chicago;  and  Joseph  A.,  Hubertina,  Clara,  Philip,  Louis,  Louise, 
Anton,  Alphonse,  Edward,  Bernard^  Angela,  Lidwina  and  Leander,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Borer  is  a  democrat  but  has  never  sought  public  office.  He  is  a  communi- 
cant of  the  St.  Bernard  Catholic  church  and  contributes  to  its  support  and  seeks 
to  advance  its  welfare.  For  thirty-five  years  he  has  resided  in  this  county  and  dur- 
ing that  time  has  gained  many  loyal  friends^  who  hold  him  in  higli  regard  because 
of  his  sterling  worth. 


JENS  BUHL. 


Jens  Buhl,  who  has  gained  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  as  an  agriculturist 
and  owns  a  well  improved  farm  on  section  1,  Walker  township,  was  born  in  Den- 
mark on  the  24.th  of  April,  1874.  His  parents.  Christian  and  Maren  (Jensen) 
Buhl,  were  also  natives  of  Denmark,  where  they  remained  until  1881,  when,  with 
their  family,  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  became  residents  of  the  United  States. 
For  a  year  they  lived  in  New  Jersey  and  for  a  similar  length  of  time  made  their 
home  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  but  in  1883  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Walker  township.  Their  first  home  was  a 
sod  house  but  subsequently  a  good  frame  building  was  erected.  The  father  became 
the  owner  of  several  hundred  acres  of  good  land  and  gave  each  of  his  sons  a  farm. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Danish  Lutheran  church  in  Walker  township, 
and  when  he  passed  away  in  Joliet  township  there  was  much  sincere  regret.  His 
wife  also  died  in  that  township.  To  them  were  born  eight  children,  three  of  whom 
died  in  childhood,  the  others  being:  Jens;  Hans  C,  who  is  farming  in  Joliet  town- 
ship; Anton,  a  resident  of  Minnesota:  Marinus,  a  farmer  in  Joliet  township;  and 
Karen,  the  wife  of  Peter  Petersen,  also  of  that  township. 

Jens  Buhl  was  reared  upon  the  homestead  and  during  his  boyhood  and  youth 
assisted  his  father,  thus  gaining  much  practical  knowledge  of  farm  work.  His  edu- 
cation was  acquired  in  the  district  schools.  Following  his  fatlicr's  demise  lie  in- 
herited one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  since  operated  and  which 
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he  lias  brought  to  a  high  state  of  development.  He  is  energetic  and  progressive, 
and  his  well  directed  labors  return  to  him  a  good  profit. 

On  March  18,  1898,  Mr.  Buhl  was  married  to  Miss  Mariane  Christensen,  a 
native  of  Denmark  and  a  daughter  of  Kristen  and  Pauline  (Nelson)  Christensen,. 
both  of  whom  are  now  living  in  Joliet  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buhl  were  born 
six  children,  all  at  home,  namely:  Christian,  Valborg,  Carl,  Helga,  Arne  and  Uffe. 

The  republican  party  has  a  stanch  adherent  in  Mr.  Buhl,  and  he  does  all  in  his 
power  to  further  its  success  at  the  polls.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Danish 
Lutheran  church  and  the  sincerity  of  his  belief  is  attested  by  the  integrity  of  his  life. 
For  over  three  decades  he  has  lived  in  this  county  and  during  that  time  has  not  only 
witnessed  but  has  also  been  a  factor  in  its  remarkable  development  from  a  region 
that  retained  many  of  the  characteristics  of  the  frontier  to  an  agricultural  district 
in  which  all  of  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  the  older  east  a 


JOHN  EDWARD  DACK. 

John  Edward  Dack  is  now  living  retired  in  Monroe,  where  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  1894.  He  had  previously  been  one  of  the  most  extensive  landowners  of  the 
county,  his  possessions  at  one  time  aggregating  more  than  one  thousand  acres,  which 
he  carefully  tilled  and  improved,  adding  to  his  success  year  by  year  through  the 
careful  management  which  lie  displayed  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  fields.  He 
was  born  ui^on  a  farm  in  Slark  county,  Illinois,  November  29,  1810,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Jane  (Xicholson)  Dack.  His  father's  birth  occurred  in  Dublin,  Ire- 
land, about  1810  and  his  life  record  covered  the  intervening  years  to  the  16th  of 
June,  1872,  when  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest.  His  wife,  who  was  a  native  of 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  born  about  1819,  passed  away  in  1900,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-one  years.  They  bccanu-  iHon.-.r  resid.'nts  of  Henry  county,  Illinois, 
and  were  numbered  among  the  representative  farming  pco))le  of  that  district. 

John  E.  Dack  was  reared  in  his  native  state  and  had  bat  limited  educational 
privileges,  for  his  aid  was  early  needed  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm.  He  was 
continuously  employed  at  farm  labor  until  1861',  but  carefully  saved  his  earnings 
after  he  attained  his  majority  until  his  industry  and  economy  had  brought  him 
sufficient  capital  to  enable  him  to  purchase  land  in  Stark  county,  Illinois.  There  he 
carried  on  farming  for  two  years,  after  which  he  sold  that  property  and  bought  land 
in  Henry  county,  Illinois,  on  which  he  lived  for  two  years.  He  afterward  rented 
this  farm  for  four  dollars  per  acre  and  for  one  year  lived  in  the  town,  after  which 
he  spent  two  years  in  work  as  a  farm  hand.  In  1872  he  arrived  in  Monroe  town- 
ship, Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  secured  a  homestead  claim  of  eighty  acres 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  railroad  land.  He  afterward  added 
eighty  acres  through  homesteading  and  he  at  once  began  to  break  the  sod.  In  the 
course  of  time  the  fields  were  plowed  and  planted  and  brought  forth  good  harvests, 
and  as  his  financial  resources  increased  he  added  to  his  holdings,  purchasing  two 
other  eighty-acre  tracts  and  a  third  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  His  vari- 
ous purchases  made  him  the  owner  of  more  than  one  thousand  acres  of  land  and 
later  he  generously  divided  with  his  three  children,  giving  to  each  of  them  two 
hundred   acres.      Carefully    and   persistently    he   carried    on   the   work   of  the    farm 
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until   1891,  when  he  retired  and  came  to  Monroe,  wlicre  he  is  now  enjoying  a  well 

On  the  '21th  of  December,  1862,  Mr.  Dack  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Wiley,  of 
Henry  county.  Illinois,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  April  27, 
18-12,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Wiley)  Wiley,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  County  Antrim,  Irtl.ind.  Her  father  was  a  wagon  maker  of  Illinois,  but  spent 
his  last  days  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dack  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  two  daughters  and  a  son:  Sarah  Jane,  now  the  wife  of  Sam  C.  Terry;  Ma- 
tilda Xora.  the  wife  of  Curt  Hollingshead;  and  Edward  Robert,  living  on  a  farm 
in  Monroe  township. 

;Mr.  Dack  votes  with  the  democratic  party  and  has  filled  the  office  of  townshii) 
treasuri  1-  in  Monroe  township.  He  has  long  been  interested  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion and  for  twenty-one  years  has  served  on  the  school  board,  doing  all  in  his  power 
to  advance  the  standards  of  educational  training  in  his  district.  He  has  displayed 
many  substantial  qualities  of  manhood  and  of  citizenship  and  the  high  regard  uni- 
formly tendered  him  is  but  the  legitmate  result  of  a  well  spent  life. 


JACOB  TSCHUDIN. 


The  attractive  home  of  Jacob  Tsehudin,  situated  on  section  11,  Loup  township, 
is  surrounded  by  fine  trees  and  well  kept  flower  beds,  indicating  that  the  attention 
of  the  owner  is  not  fixed  entirely  iqion  the  attainment  of  wealth,  but  that  the  inmates 
of  the  liorae  have  appreciation  of  beauty  and  the  ennobling  influence  which  it  brings. 
Mr.  Tsehudin  is  a  native  of  Switzerland,  having  been  born  on  a  farm  in  Canton 
Basel.  July  7,  1810,  a  son  of  Martin  and  Farina  Tsehudin.  The  father  served  for 
the  required  time  in  the  Swiss  army  and  for  a  considerable  period  was  a  government 
employe.      He  also  devoted  some  tiuie  to   farming. 

His  son.  Jacob  Tsehudin,  aequir.,!  a  -....d  ed.ieation  in  the  public  schools  of  his 

ber  oi  tlie  band.  lie  was  twenty-uiiie  years  of  age  when  he  bade  adieu  to  friends 
and  nati\c  country  and  in  lS(i!)  canu-  to  the  new  world,  making  his  way  to  Illinois. 
For  two  yc.irs  he  was  a  resident  of  Aurora,  King  county,  and  in  1871  he  came  to 
Nebraska.  11.  s,  ttled  in  Loul)  township,  Platte  county,  which  at  that  period  was  a 
frontier  district  largely  undeveloped  and  unimproved  as  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
much  of  the  land  was  still  in  the  possession  of  the  government.  He  entered  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  and  began  imjjroving  the  farm,  to  which  he  has  added  as  oppor- 
tunity was  offered  and  his  financial  resources  have  increased  until  he  now  has  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  his  home  place.  He  also  has  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  cattle  land  with  four  hundred  and  ten  acres  on  the  Platte  river.  He  is  one  of  the 
extensive  cattle  raisers  of  this  part  of  the  state  and  is  a  most  prominent  and  pro- 
gressive farmer,  holding  to  high  standards  in  all  departments  of  his  work  and 
utilizing  modern  scientific  methods  in  the  care  and  cultivation  of  his  crops  and  also 
in  his  stock-raising. 

In  1871  occurred  one  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Tsehudin— 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Rosa  Blascr.  who  was  born  in  Canton  Bern,  Switzerland,  in 
1848.     She  spent  her  girlhood  there  and  then  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching. 
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wliich  she  followed  with  success  for  two  years  in  the  land  of  the  Alps.  In  1866 
she  accompanied  her  parents  to  the  United  States,  the  family  home  being  established 
six  miles  from.  Aurora,  Illinois,  where  she  attended  school  for  a  time.  She  had  a 
sincere  love  for  teaching  and  for  seven  years  after  her  marriage  she  taught  in  the 
schools  of  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  her  labors  resulting  most  beneficially  among 
the  people  of  foreign  birth  living  in  the  district  in  which  she  was  employed.  She 
had  the  ability  to  impart  clearly  and  readily  to  others  the  knowledge  that  she  had 
acquired  and  to  inspire  her  pupils  witii  deep  interest  in  tiieir  stu(lit>>.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tschudin  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  three  are  yet  living:  M;  ry,  who 
was  born  April  16,  187.5,  and  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Nyffeller,  of  Dinieaii;  (.nlrude, 
who  was  born  April  26,  1877,  and  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Bass;  and  Walter,  who  was 
born  October  16,  1879.  Four  of  the  children  have  passed  away  and  the  family 
circle  was  again  broken  by  the  hand  of  death  when,  on  the  26th  of  April,  191.5,  tiie 
wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest.  She  had  always  been  a  \  aim  d  hi  Ipiii.ite 
to  her  husband,  who  consulted  her  boncerning  many  of  his  business  traiisa,  tmn-,.  Slie 
surrounded  her  home  with  flower  beds  "filled  with  many  kinds  of  iKautilul  lln«,ring 
plants,  and  in  every  possible  way  made  her  home  the  most  attractive  place  on  earth 
to  her  husband  and  children.  She  was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  a  kind  neighbor 
and  a  faithful  friend,  and  her  many  good  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  endeared  her 
to  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact.  Many  speak  of  her  in  terms  of  highest 
praise  and  her  memory  will  be  cherished  for  years  to  come  by  all  who  knew  her. 
Her  influence  was  like  the  odor  of  the  violet,  delicate  but  permeating,  and  it  ever 
constitutt  (1  a  force  for  good  among  those  who  knew  her. 

Mr.  Tschudin  is  a  rrpulilican  in  his  political  views,  but  not  a  strongly  biased 
partisan.  He  filled  the  ottiee  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  eight  years  and  for  man}' 
years  was  county  supervisor,  in  which  connection  he  made  a  capable  official,  looking 
ever  to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  county  and  exercising  his  official  preroga- 
tives for  the  public  good.  He  holds  membership  in  the  German  Reformed  church,  in 
wiiicii  he  has  always  been  very  active,  and  his  influence  is  ever  on  the  side  of  right, 
progress,  reform  and  truth. 


JOHN   ADOLPH   HAUSKR. 

Along  well  defined  lines  of  labor,  actuated  by  a  s]iirit  of  enterprise  and  laudable 
ambition,  John  Adolph  Hauser  has  reached  a  cr,<litable  place  in  business  circles  of 
Platte  Center,  where  he  is  known  as  the  popular  cashier  of  the  Farmers  State  Bank. 
He  was  horn  in  Fremont,  Nebraska,  November  18,  1887,  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
fL.iuiier)  Hauser,  whose  family  numbered  six  children,  of  whom  lie  was  the  second 
in  order  of  birth.  The  father  was  born  in  Germany  and  there  spent  the  first  fourteen 
vears  of  his  life,  after  which  he  came^to  the  new  world,  making  settlement  in  La  Salle 
county.  Illinois.  Later  he  removed  westward  to  Nebraska,  taking  up  his  abode  in 
Fremont,  where  he  has  since  resided  and  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  book  and 
stationery  business.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  interesting  merchants  of 
Fremont  and  is  the  owner  of  considerable  real  estate  there. 

John  A.  Hauser  acquired  a  high-school  education  and  afterward  spent  a  year  in 
further  study  in  the  Fremont  Normal  School.     He  made  his  initial  step  in  connec- 
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tion  with  banking  when  a  j'outh  of  sixteen,  securing  a  position  in  the  Farmers  & 
Merchants  National  Bank  of  Fremont,  in  which  his  father  and  brother  were  stock- 
holders, and  the  latter  is  now  a  director.  Two  years  later,  or  in  1905,  when  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Fremont  secured  control  of  the  bank  at  Nickerson,  Nebraska, 
Mr.  Hauser  was  sent  to  tliat  place  to  become  cashier,  in  which  capacity  he  continued 
for  two  years.  That  institution  hail  been  organized  for  three  years  and  had  never 
paid  any  dividends.  Tliroiiiiii  ,Mr.  Mauser's  efforts,  however,  it  was  placed  upon  a 
paying  basis  and  made  iiiie  of  the  profitable  financial  concerns  of  the  district.  In 
1907  Mr.  Hauser  returned  to  F'remont  as  manager  of  the  collection  and  the  remit- 
tances departments  at  the  First  National  Bank  and  remained  there  until  1910, 
when  he  became  cashier  of  the  Farniers  State  Bank  of  Platte  Center,  which  had  been 
organized  at  that  time  for  only  six  months.  He  is  now  one  of  the  large  stockholders 
of  the  bank  and  is  very  active  in  its  control,  directing  its  policy  and  bending  his 
energies  to  the  wise  administration  of  its  affairs.  In  addition  to  his  bank  stock  he 
also  owns  some  real  estate  in  Platte  Center.  The  stockholders  of  the  Farmers  State 
Bank  are  worth  more  than  one  million  dollars  and  own  over  five  thousand  acres  of 
Platte  county  land.  During  the  five  years  in  which  the  bank  has  been  organized  they 
have  paid  over  eight  dividends  and  placed  over  three  thousand  dollars  in  the  surplus 
fund.  They  recently  installed  a  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollar  posting  machine 
and  the  equipment  of  the  bank  is  thoroughly  modern  in  every  respect. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1911,  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Hauser  was  married 
to  Miss  Emma  Carstensen,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Alvina  Carstensen,  who  are  now 
living  in  South  Dakota.  The  father  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Fremont.  Mrs. 
Hauser  is  now  acting  as  vice  president  of  the  domestic  science  department  of  the 
Farmers  Institute.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hauser  are  well  liked  and  highly  respected 
in  the  city  in  which  they  reside  and  in  fact,  throughout  the  county.  They  are  now 
erecting  a  thoroughly  modern  bungalow  which  will  be  one  of  the  finest  residences  of 
Platte  Center.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hauser  is  an  earnest  republican  and  fgr 
the  past  three  years  has  been  filling  the  office  of  village  treasurer,  being  now  the 
incumbent  in  that  position.  He  is  also  serving  for  the  fourth  year  as  township 
clerk.  He  belongs  to  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  church  of  Platte  Center  and  fraternally 
is  identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  Camp  of  Platte  Center  and  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles  at  Columbus.  He  likewise  has  membership  in  the  Platte  Center 
Gun  Club,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  the  treasurer.  His  business  and  political  affairs 
have  brought  him  prominently  before  the  public  and  the  sterling  traits  of  his  charac- 
ter, as  manifest  in  his  business,  social  and  public  connections,  recommend  him  to 
the  goodwill,  confidence  and  friendly  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 


JOHN  R.  BROCK. 


John  R.  Brock  is  a  well  known  resident  of  Columbus.  He  wears  the  little 
bronze  button  that  proclaims  him  a  Civil  war  veteran  and  he  is  active  now  in 
government  service  as  a  rural  mail  carrier,  displaying  the  same  sp-'rit  of  loyalty  to 
duty  which  characterized  him  in  more  strenuous  times  when  it  vas  necessary  to 
protect  the  life  of  the  country  at  the  point  of  arms.     He  was  born  in  Switzerland, 
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January  20,  18il,  his  parents  being  John  and  Katherine  (Tuple)  Brock,  in  whose 
family  were  eight  children,  of  whom  John  R.  Brock  is  the  eldest.  The  father  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Swiss  army  and  the  grandfather  was  with  Napoleon  on  the 
march  into  Russia.  In  1849  the  family  came  to  America,  settling  first  at  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,  the  father,  who  was  a  landscape  gardener,  entering  the  employ  of 
James  Buchanan,  later  president  of  the  United  States.  Both  he  and  his  wife  con- 
tinued residents  of  Pennsylvania  until  called  to  their  final  rest. 

In  early  life  John  R.  Brock  learned  the  butcher's  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
until  1866,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Osage  county,  Missouri,  and  there 
settled  upon  a  farm  which  he  owned,  remaining  upon  tliat  property  for  twenty-six 
years.  He  then  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  in  1892,  and  for  the  past  ten  years 
has  served  as  rural  mail  carrier  on  route  No.  5. 

Before  removing  to  the  west  Mr.  Brock  had  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 
Hardly  had  the  smoke  from  Fort  Sumter's  gims  cleared  away  than  he  responded 
to  tlie  )5resident's  first  call  for  troops,  enlisting  at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
16th  of  April,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  E,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
He  was  mustered  in  at  Harrisburg  and  with  his  regiment  was  sent  into  the 
Shenandoah  valley.  He  served  as  orderly  on  the  staff  of  his  colonel  and  while 
engaged  in  active  duty  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsvile  had  his  horse  shot  from 
under  him  while  he  was  carrying  dispatches.  He  took  part  in  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run  and  in  the  engagements  at  Fredericksburg,  Winchester  and  Charleston. 
It  was  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsvillc  that  General  M^hipple  was  killed  while 
directing  the  elevation  of  a  battery,  on  the  4th  of  May,  1862.  His  remains  were 
conveyed  to  Washington,  being  taken  down  the  Potomac  on  the  Ironclad  Mohawk, 
and  Mr.  Brock  was  appointed  to  act  as  bodyguard.  It  was  on  that  trip  that  he 
lost  his  diary,  which  he  had  kept  from  the  beginning  of  his  service.  After  acting 
as  bodyguard  to  the  remains  of  General  Whipple  he  was  on  duty  for  a  time  in 
Washington  and  during  that  period  met  Lincoln  personally.  Subsequently  he  was 
transferred  to  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
assigned  to  the  Third  Army  Corps,  and  saw  active  service  on  Emmetsburg  road 
during  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  which  was  being  fought  two  miles  distant.  After 
the  engagement  at  that  place  the  Union  troops  followed  Lee's  army  southward, 
participating  in  the  battles  of  Petersburg,  Spottsylvania  and  other  engagements. 
Mr.  Brock  was  at  Staunton,  Virginia,  when  General  Lee  surrendered,  and  he 
afterward  participated  in  the  Grand  Review  in  Washington,  where  the  victorious 
Union  troops  marched  through  the  streets  of  the  capital,  cheered  by  the  thousands 
who  lined  the  highways.  From  the  time  of  Lee's  surrender  until  the  following 
.September  his  company  went  to  different  towns  and  cities,  recstahlishing  home 
governments.  They  were  also  on  guard  duty  at  the  war  department  and  at  tile 
treasury  building  in  Washington  from  September,  1865,  until  January,  1866,  and 
on  the  latter  date  Mr.  Brock  was  honorably  discharged,  having  been  with  the  army 
from  the  outbreak  of  the  war  until  some  months  after  the  close  of  hostilities,  Jiis 
record   being  a  most  creditable  one. 

On  the  3d  of  August,  1862,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Brock  and  Miss  Louisa 
Moeseh,  a  daughter  of  Conrad  Moesch,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania, 
living  in  the  vicinity  of  Lancaster.  Mrs.  Brock  passed  away  in  1914,  leaving  two 
daughters  and  a  son:  Katherine,  the  wife  of  John  Wuethrich,  who  since  1880  lias 
been  a  resident  of  Platte  county  and  is  now  living  in  Columbus;  Rebecca,  the  wife 
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of   Cliristian  Wuethrich,  who   follows   farming   four  miles   southwest   of   Columbus; 
;ind  John,  who  married  Emma  Smith  and  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Brock  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  church,  while  his  political  belief 
is  that  of  the  republican  party,  and  for  two  terms  he  served  as  sheriff  of  Osage 
county,  Missouri.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Baker  Post,  No.  9,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Columbus  and  thus  maintains  pleasant  relations  witli  his  old  army  comrades.  In 
days  of  peace  he  is  as  true  and  loyal  to  the  interests  of  his  country  and  of  good 
government  as  when  he  followed  the  nation's  starry  banner  on  the  battlefields  of 
tlie  south. 


DAVID  T.  WILLIAMS. 

David  T.  Williams  has  now  reached  the  eightieth  milestone  on  life's  journey 
and  his  has  been  an  active  and  well  spent  life,  rewarded  by  the  fruits  of  earnest, 
persistent  labor.  He  is  still  successfully  engaged  in  farming  on  section  3i3,  Joliet 
township,  where  he  has  an  excellent  property  that  in  its  well  kept  appearance  indi- 
cates his  careful  supervison  and  practical  metliods.  He  early  recognized  the  fact 
that  industry  wins  and  he  made  industry  tht  guiding  ))riiiciple  of  his  business  career. 
He  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Pl.ittr  ecuinty.  arriving  here  in  1879,  and 
through  the  intervening  years  has  been  closely  associated  with  its  agricultural 
interests,  his  labors  contributing  to  its  progress  along  that  line. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Newcastle,  Wales,  on  the  6th  of  November,  1835.  a 
son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Evans)  Williams,  who  in  1852  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Waukesha  county,  'Wisconsin,  where  both  ^iassed  away.  The 
subject  of  this  review  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  ^^'ales  but 
attained  his  majority  in  Wisconsin.  In  18G4  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  federal 
government,  driving  a  hospital  ambulance  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  He  remained  in 
that  city  for  three  years  but  following  his  marriage  in  1869  began  farming  the  home- 
stead in  Wisconsin.  He  was  so  occupied  for  ten  years  and  remained  in  the  Badger 
state  until  1879,  when  he  removed  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  purchased  railroad 
land  near  Platte  Center,  which  he  cultivated  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  bought  his  present  farm,  comprising  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Joliet  town- 
ship, and  in  the  intervening  years  has  transformed  a  tract  of  wild  prairie  into  a 
well  imj)rovcd  and  highly  cultivated  farm.  He  raises  both  grain  and  stock  and 
receives  a  good  annual  income  from  his  land.  His  business  affairs  are  carefully 
conducted.  He  has  studied  the  conditions  of  the  soil,  recognizes  what  is  needed 
for  various  crops  and  plants  and  cultivates  his  fields  accordingly,  practicing  the 
rotation  of  crops  in  order  to  keep  the  soil  in  good  condition. 

In  1869  Mr.  M'illiams  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Achsa  Rees,  a  daughter  of 
Rees  Rees.  She  was  born  in  Wales  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1867.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have  been  born  nine  children:  John,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  South  Dakota ;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Owen  Parry ;  Rees,  who  is  farming 
in  Joliet  township;  Mary,  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Parry,  of  the  state  of  Washington: 
David,  a  resident  of  Monroe,  Nebraska;  Annie,  the  wife  of  William  Williams,  of 
Joliet  townsliip;  Margaret  the  wife  of  William  Owens,  of  Waukesha  county.  Wis- 
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cousin;  Helen,  the  wife  of  William  Griffith,  a  .Methodist  Episcopal  minister  stationed 
at  Dodgeville.  Miseonsiii ;  and  Walter,  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Willi.inis  has  always  been  a  stanch  republican  but  has  never  been 
an  office  seeker.  In  rehj;ii)us  faith  he  leans  towards  the  Society  of  Friends.  While 
his  mother  was  a  Methodist,  his  father  was  a  Quaker,  the  family  having  been  con- 
nected with  the  Societ}'  of  Friends  for  many  generations.  His  ancestors  came  to 
the  new  world  in  the  seventeenth  century  with  otlier  Quakers  that  settled  in  South 
Carolina  and  other  parts  of  the  south. 

Mr.  Williams  has  come  to  an  honored  old  age,  for  his  has  been  a  well  spent 
life.  For  thirty-six  years  he  has  been  numbered  among  the  residents  of  Platte 
county  and  is  classed  witii  the  representative  and  valued  citizens.  He  has  worked 
persist!  iitly  .iiid  nu  ri;-.  tie.illy  in  carrying  on  and  developing  his  farm  and  has  thus 
contriliutid  to  .igrieultur.il  ])rogress  in  the  count}'.  After  coming  to  the  new  world 
he  early  became  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  enterprise  which  has  been  the  dominant 
factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  middle  west  and  throughout  the  intervening  years 
that  spirit  has  characterized  his  business  affairs.  He  has  lived  to  see  many  changes 
in  Platte  county  durinjr  tlie  period  of  his  residence  in  this  state,  where  for  more 
than  a  third  m  a  n  iitiiry  he  lias  now  made  his  home.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival  here 
there  were  still  large  tracts  of  land  that  were  undeveloped  and  uncultivated  and 
there  were  many  sod  houses  and  other  primitive  dwellings,  showing  that  the  county 
had  not  passed  beyond  the  pioneer  period.  All  this  has  now  changed.  Upon  the 
great  majority  of  the  farms  are  commodious  and  substantial  residences  with  ample 
barns  and  outbuildings  tor  the  shrlter  <.f  grain  and  stock.     Towns  and  villages  have 

Mr.  Williams  has  at  all  tnii.  s  lum  an  nit,  ivsti.l  witness  of  the  changes  which  have 
occurred  and  has  done  his  part  toward  bringing  about  general  development  and 
improvement,  being  especially  active  as  an  agriculturist. 


ROBERT  EDWARD  WILEY. 

For  a  long  time  Robert  Edward  Wiley  was  actively  engaged  in  farming  in  this 
county,  where  he  settled  in  pioneer  times  when  the  land  was  still  in  possession  of  the 


enjoying  in  well  earned  n  st  at  .MminH-  th,  iniits  of  Ins  ion,„r  t,.il.  llr  was  horn 
in  Kew.anee.  Henry  county.  Illinois,  February  5.  1850,  a  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
(Wilry  )    Wih  y. 

Rohi  rt  K.  Wiley  acquired  a  good  common-school  education,  supplemented  by 
four  years'  study  in  the  Kewanee  Academy,  and  was  thereby  well  equipped  for  life's 
practical  and  responsible  duties.  In  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  railroading  and 
afterward  was  emploj-ed  in  the  Henry  County  Nursery,  but  in  the  spring  of  1873 
left  his  native  state  for  Nebraska,  making  his  way  to  Monroe  township,  Platte 
county,  where  he  homestcaded  eighty  acres.  He  also  secured  a  timber  claim  of 
eighty  acres  and  later  an  additional  homestead  of  eighty  acres  and  as  the  years 
]inssed  he  prosjiered  in  his  undertakings,  becoming  the  owner  of  one  thousand  acres 
of  rich   and   valuable  land,  his   property  yielding  to   him  a   most  gratifying  annual 
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income.  Year  after  year  he  carefully  tilled  his  fields  and  cared  for  his  crops,  but 
at  length  retired  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Monroe.  However,  he  still  owns  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  his  land,  having  sold  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
He  is  also  connected  with  financial  interests  in  the  county  as  vice  president  of  the 
Monroe  Bank.  He  is  likewise  a  director  of  the  Farmers  Elevator  at  Monroe  and 
is  president  of  the  Monroe  Coal  Company,  his  investments  having  been  judiciously 

In  January,  1881,  Mr.  Wiley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Jane 
Brown,  who  formerly  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  They  are 
well  known  socially  and  have  an  extensive  circle  of  warm  friends.  Mr.  Wiley  is  an 
independent  democrat  in  his  political  views,  usually  voting  with  the  party  yet  not 
considering  himself  bound  by  party  ties.  For  two  terms  he  served  as  county  super- 
visor and  made  an  excellent  record  in  office,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  has 
been  given  to  his  business  affairs,  which,  wisely  directed,  have  brought  to  him  very 
gratifying  success.  Moreover,  in  all  of  his  business  dealings  he  has  sustained  an 
unassailable  reputation  for  integrity. 


HON.  HENRY  CLAYBURN. 

Hon.  Henry  Clayburn,  identified  with  farming  interests  in  Lost  Creek  town- 
ship, has  made  his  home  on  section  28  for  a  period  of  forty-one  years.  His  place 
is  known  as  Shady  Nook  Farm  and  is  one  of  the  desirable  properties  of  tlie  town- 
ship. In  communitj'  affairs  Mr.  Clayburn  has  also  been  active  and  has  represented 
his  district  in  the  state  legislature,  to  which  office  he  was  called  by  the  vote  of  his 
fellow  townsmen,  who  have  recognized  his  public  spirit  and  his  devotion  to  the 
general  good.  He  .was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  February  27,  1855,  a  son  of 
John  and  Ann  (Hampshow)  Clayburn,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  country. 
The  father  worked  as  a  laborer  on  farms  there  and  never  came  to  the  United 
States. 

Henry  Clayburn  attended  school  in  Yorkshire  but  his  educational  opportunities 
were  limited,  for  he  started  to  make  his  own  living  at  a  very  early  age.  He  left 
home  when  but  thirteen  and  was  never  home  for  more  than  two  weeks  at  a  time 
afterwards.  He  was  employed  on  farms  in  his  native  land  until  1869,  when  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  arriving  at  New  York  on  the  11th  of 
February.  He  did  not  tarry  long  in  the  east,  however,  but  made  his  way  at  once 
to  Du  Page  county,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  until  April  1,  1870,  when  he  went 
to  Missouri  Valley,  Iowa,  and  soon  afterward  secured  employment  as  a  farm  hand 
in  that  vicinity.  On  the  11th  of  August,  1870,  he  arrived  in  Platte  county  and 
secured  a  homestead  claim  on  section  28,  Lost  Creek  to^vnship.  All  was  wild 
prairie  covered  with  the  native  grasses,  which  often  grew  to  a  great  height.  There 
were  no  schoolhouses  and  the  work  of  development  seemed  scarcely  begun.  ]\Ir. 
Clayburn  helped  to  build  the  first  schoolhouse  in  his  neighborhood  and  with  char- 
acteristic energy  started  in  to  make  a  home,  living  in  a  dugout.  At  that  time 
Columbus  was  the  nearest  postoffice  and  he  had  to  go  there  for  his  supplies  and  to 
market   his   produce. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day  of  1873  Mr.  Clayburn  was  married  and  on  the   lUh  of 
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March,  IST-i,  he  and  his  bride  began  keeping  house  on  the  farm  whicii  has  since 
been  their  home.  He  has  set  out  all  of  the  trees  upon  the  place,  which  is  now 
appropriately  named  Shady  Nook  Farm.  He  has  made  all  of  the  other  improve- 
ments upon  his  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  bringing  his  fields  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  erecting  good  barns  and  outbuildings  and  dividing  his  farm 
by  well  kept  fences  so  that  his  fields  of  convenient  size  are  thus  easily  cultivated. 
He  also  owns  one  hmidred  and  twenty  acres  west  of  the  home  place.  In  connec- 
tion with  farming  he  has  raised  Duroc-Jersey  hogs  and  in  the  early  days  he 
engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  keeping  Holstein  cows.  He  won  success  in  that 
undertaking.  At  a  later  period,  however,  he  handled  shorthorn  cattle.  He  liow 
largtly  Imvc  s  tlir  cultivation,  operation  and  management  of  his  farm  to  his  sons, 
whii'li  I  iiahlts  liini  to  enjoy  more  leisure  and  take  part  in  those  things  which  arc 
a  matter  ot   inti  rtst  and  recreation  to  him. 

Mr.  Claybuni  was  married,  as  previously  stated,  on  Thanksgiving  Day  of 
1873,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Anna  Jane  Wright,  who  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  a  daughter  of  Ansel  J.  and  Mary  S.  (Hill)  Wright.  The  mother,  also  a 
native  of  New  Jerse.v,  died  September  18,  1880.  The  father,  who  was  a  school 
teachtr,  was  married  in  the  cast  and  then  removed  to  Illinois,  living  in  Stark  county, 
becoming  one  of  the  pioneer  farmers  of  tliat  district.  He  was  also  a  Baptist  min- 
ister and  he  took  an  active  and  hrlpiul  ji-nt  imt  only  in  promoting  the  moral 
progress  of  his  communit)'-  but  in  e.stiMis'Mii^-  stindards  of  civic  virtue  and  pro- 
moting the  growth  and  development  oi  tin  ^li^ll■ilt  ir.  Mliich  lie  lived.  From  Stark 
county  he  removed  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  both  preaching 
and  farming.  He  enlisted  in  1861  at  Toulon,  Stark  county,  for  one  hundred  days- 
service  in  the  Civil  war.  In  1871  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  secured  a  homestead 
in  Lost  Creek  township,  Platte  county,  uli.r.  ,uMin  he  took  active  and  helpful 
part  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  tin  i  (iiiiniiinil y  along  material  and  moral  lines. 
He  preached  the  first  sermon  ever  ,l,l,^.iv,l  ,„  Ins  neighborhood.  There  were 
only  a  few  houses  in  the  district  and  all  of  the  families  joined  in  the  service.  He 
was  also  the  organizer  of  the  first  church  of  the  neighborhood  and  his  teachings 
were  influences  for  good.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the  republican  party, 
which  found  in  him  an  earnest  advocate.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  resident 
of  Davis  county,  Nebraska,  and  in  his  passing  the  state  lost  a  citizen  of  sterling 
worth,  whose  memory  is  still  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  him. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayburn  were  born  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  John  William,  who  was  born  September  11,  1874,  and  is  a  thresher  and 
farmer  living  on  the  old  home  place;  Carrie  Belle,  the  wife  of  Ai  E.  Glines,  a 
'  railroad  man  of  Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  by  whom  she  has  three  sons;  George  H., 
who  was  born  March  1,  1877,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Robert  E..  who 
was  born  December  3,  1878,  and  was  educated  in  the  Boyles  Business  College  at 
Omaha,  and  is  now  conducting  a  branch  tailoring  establishment  at  South  Omaha ; 
Lelia  L.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ed  Hill,  a  farmer  of  Monroe  township,  and  has  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters;  Luther  M..  who  was  born  January  6,  1882, 
a  farmer  of  Lost  Creek  to^vnship,  who  is  married  and  has  two  sons ;  Clarence  W., 
who  was  born  January  21,  1884,  and  is  deceased;  Birt  A.,  who  was  born  May  17, 
1887,  and  is  upon  the  home  farm;  Leroy  H.,  who  was  born  December  25,  1889,  and 
attended  the  Columbus  Business  College,  while  at  the  present  time  he  is  a  salesman 
for  the  Union  Switch  Signal  Company  of  San  Francisco,  California;  Myrtle  E.,  the 
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wile  of  August  Olson,  of  Monroe  township,  by  whom  she  has  two  sons;  Ansel  Ben- 
nett, who  was  born  March  li,  189-1,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Kearney  State  Nor- 
mal School  in  1915,  being  now  a  teacher  at  Bridgeport,  Nebraska;  and  Pearl  May, 
who  is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  at  Grand  Island,  where  she  is  now  clerking 

!Mr.  Clnybm-ii  has  reared  a  large  family,  for  whom  he  has  made  liberal  provi- 
sion along  educational  and  other  lines  and  they  are  now  a  credit  to  his  name.  In 
his  business  career  he  has  won  success  by  earnest  effort  and  well  directed  energy  and 
aside  from  his  farming  interests  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Monroe  Farmers  Elevator 
Association    and   in   the    Independent   Telephone   Company   of   Monroe. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Clayburn  is  connected  with  Mystic  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Mon- 
roe, which  society  he  joined  more  than  tliirty  years  ago,  at  Platte  Center, 
and  of  which  he  has  been  an  active  representative.  He  also  belongs  to  the  local 
organization  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  at  Monroe.  Both  he  and 
his  will  air  consistent  and  faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  church,  doing  all  in 
till  ir  piiwir  to  promote  its  growth  and  extend  its  influence.  In  politics  he  is  a 
democrat  and  has  filled  various  township  offices,  while  in  1914  he  was  chosen  to 
represent  his  district  in  the  state  legislature,  having  the  unusual  distinction  of 
securing  the  nomination  on  both  the  democratic  and  republican  tickets.  He  served 
for  the  term  of  1915,  and  fathered  bill  No.  185,  known  as  the  weed  bill,  which  pro- 
vided that  the  road  overseer  can  cut  the  weeds  along  the  highway  and  charge  to 
the  land — its  owner  or  its  tenant.  He  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  county,  seeks  its  benefit  along  many  lines  and  is  widely  recognized 
as  a  public-spirited  citizen  whose  efforts  have  been  far-reaching  and  beneficial. 


EDWARD  D.  JENKINSON. 


Edward  D.  Jen 

kinsoii.  rn.iiai;vil  in  nviural    i'aruiiiij;-  in  Lost  Creek  town.ship,  his 

home  being  on  sectii 
of  D.  W.  Jenkinson 

5n  31.  was  l,„rn  in  C.rnml  Frairi  •  township,  .Tune  2'2.  1879,  a  son 
,  who  is  nirntionri!  at  Irnntl,  on  aiiothrr  liage  of  this  work.      His 

education  ^vas  acqu: 
veston,   Texas.      Hi; 

ircd  in   tlir  sHionls  „f   Monror  .and   in   a   l.usiiu-ss  college  at  Gal- 
s   youthful    (lays    wi  n     sjunt    i.i    tlir    usual    manner   of   farm   lads 

and  he  early  becan 
for  the  crops.     He  i 
out  in  business  life 
ship,  wliere   h,    has 

le   fanuliar   with  the   best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil   and  caring 
remained  at  home  until  he  attained  his  majority  and  then  started 
on  his  own  account  as  a  farmer  on  section  31,  Lost  Creek  town- 
sincr   nsided.      He  now  has   one   hundred  and   twenty   acres   of 

land    wliicli    hr    lia.    . 

.an  Inlly   and   systematically  cultivated,  his  labors   nudrring  the 

best  adapted   to  m.H 

111    auiiually  harvests  good  crops,  raising  the  \ai-ious  ei  reals 
.   and   ilnuatr.   and   he   also  devotes   considrrablr   attention   to   the 

raising  of  Perchero 

n   horsis.  this    liranch  of  his  business  eonstitutiiiu-  an    important 
He  is  this  year  luginning  to  feed  cattle  auil  if  lir  tinds  it  profit- 

able  will  contimie  it  along  witli  his  other  activities. 

On  the  .-,tli  of  .S.|,tenil.ir.  t<)()7.  Mr.  .Irnkinson  was  united  in  marriage  to  M 
Belle  Harris,  who  w.as  l.oru  at  .^t.  I'.ilwar.l,  Nebraska,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  ; 
Sarah  (Wiley)  Harris.  Her  father  is  a  well  known  agriculturist  of  this  state,  hav 
large  land   holdings   in   Boone   county.     Mr.   and    Mrs.   Jenkinson   h; 
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parents  of  two  children,  Edward  David  and  Lloyd  Thomas.  The  parents  have  a 
wide  acqiiaiiitanif  in  llicir  part  ni  tl;r  county  and  i  njoy  the  warm  regard  and  friend- 
Mr.  Jcnkinsun  Mitt  s  with  tile  rrpnlilicin  party  but  has  no  political  aspirations, 
never  seeking  office  as  a  reward  for  party  fealty.  He  belongs  to  the  Indeiiendent 
Order  of  Odd  I'ellows  and  also  holds  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church  and  in 
these  associations  are  found  the  rules  which  govern  his  life.  He  ever  holds  to  high 
principles  and  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  sterling  personal  worth  throughout  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives. 


JAMES  GREIG. 


James  Greig,  living  in  St.  Edward,  is  a  retired  farmer  and  stockman  of  Platte 
county  and  is  also  well  known  as  a  prominent  figure  in  political  circles,  having 
previously  represented  his  district  in  the  state  legislature.  He  was  born  in  Ontario, 
Canada.  March  '29,  18K),  and  is  a  son  of  J.imes  and  Catherine  (Pirn)  Greig.  The 
father  was  born  in  Bantishire,  Scotland,  while  the  mother's  birth  occurred  in 
Ontario,  Canada.  James  Greig,  Sr.,  obtained  a  common-school  education  and  when 
fifteen  years  of  age  left  the  land  of  hills  and  heather,  coming  witli  his  jiarents  to  the 
new  world.  He  engaged  in  business  for  a  time  as  a  nurseryman.  In  I  809  lie  went 
to  Houston,  Texas,  where  he  conducted  a  nursery,  and  he  was  also  active  in  public 
affairs  of  the  community.  He  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  church  and  his  life  was 
guided  according  to  its  teachings. 

James  Greig,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  acquired  a  common-school 
education  and  remained  a  resident  of  Canada  until  1869,  when  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years  he  crossed  the  border  into  the  United  States,  living  on  farms  in  Iowa 
and  Illinois  until  1871,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  homesteaded  in  Seward 
county.  He  had  made  the  journey  overland  and  lived  in  true  pioneer  style  in  the 
early  days,  doing  his  farm  work  with  oxen  and  occupying  a  dugout.  Only  lure  and 
there  had  settlement  been  made  to  show  that  the  work  of  civilization  hail  Uirn  begun 
and  much  of  the  land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition.  Mr.  Gnig  h.ul  to  |urform 
the  arduous  task  of  breaking  the  sod  and  preparing  the  wild  ])rairie  tor  pl.uiting. 
In  1880  he  took  a  timber  claim  and  a  preemption  in  Holt  county  and  carried  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  becoming  owner  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  rich  and  productive  land  which  he  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
In  1892  he  purchased  property  on  section  4,  Woodville  township,  Platte  county,  and 
now  has  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  has  always  engaged 
extensively  in  raising  stock,  handling  full  blooded  Red  Polled  cattle,  which  he  sells 
all  over  Platte  and  also  in  adjoining  counties.  He  likewise  raises  thoroughbred 
Duroc-Jersey  hogs  and  his  live-stock  interests  have  ever  constituted  an  important 
feature  of  his  business. 

In  187'i  Mr.  Greig  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Stella  White,  a  native  of 
Wisconsin  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Alice  (Smith)  White,  who  passed  away 
at  the  ages  of  eighty-two  and  fifty  years  respectively.  The  father  came  to  Nebraska 
by  ox-team  in  1871  and  took  up  a  homestead  claim  in  York  county.  In  1891  he 
took  up  his  abode  in  Valley  county,  this  state,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
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spent.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his 
active  business  career  and  was  a  gentleman  of  retiring  disposition  whose  worth, 
however,  was  widely  recognized.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greig  have  become  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  as  follows:  Paul,  who  operates  the  home  farm,  is  married  and  has  three 
children ;  Bertha,  tlie  wife  of  Frank  Nelson,  of  Valley  county,  by  whom  she  has 
four  children;  Roy,  an  agriculturist  residing  in  St.  Edward;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Allen  ■ 
Bennett,  who  follows  farming  in  Woodville  township  and  by  whom  she  has  two 
children;  Ruth,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Albin  Pearson,  of  Woodville  town- 
ship, and  is  now  the  mother  of  two  children;  Grace,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Agricultural  College  and  is  now  teaching  school  in  Valley  county;  and  Jennie,  Robert, 
Evelyn  and  Edgar,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Greig  belongs  to  the  Farmers  Union  and  has  been  prominent  and  active  in 
public  affairs.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  the  democratic  party,  which  recog- 
nizes him  as  one  of  its  local  leaders.  While  in  Holt  county  he  served  for  six  years 
as  county  supervisor,  making  a  most  creditable  record  in  that  office.  In  1907  he  was 
elected  to  represent  Platte  county,  wliich  is  the  twenty-fourth  district,  in  the  state 
legislature,  where  he  was  actively  connected  with  much  important  work  done  during 
the  session.  In  fact  it  has  been  said  that  no  general  assembly  ever  passed  so  many 
beneficial  legislative  measures.  They  put  through  the  anti-pass  and  railroad  legis- 
lation, the  guaranty  bank  bill  and  the  pure  food  laws,  all  of  which  Mr.  Greig 
strongly  favored.  He  gave  careful  consideration  to  each  question  which  came  up 
for  settlement  and  his  support  of  a  measure  was  an  indication  of  his  honest  convic- 
tion concerning  its  worth.  He  has  always  maintained  a  progressive  attitude  in 
citizenship  as  well  as  in  business  affairs  and  his  value  as  a  public  official  is  widely 
acknowledged. 


WILLIAM  THOMAZIN. 

,  busily  engaged  in  general  farming,  his  efforts  resulting  in 
the  winning  of  substantial  success,  makes  his  home  on  section  4,  Joliet  township, 
where  he  owns  and  cultivates  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  known  as  the 
Fairview  Stock  Farm.  He  was  born  near  Joliet,  in  Will  county,  Illinois,  June  22, 
1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  A.  (Roberts)  Thomazin,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Lincolnsliire,  England.  The  father  was  a  wagon  maker  and  followed 
his  trade  in  his  native  country  until  1863,  when  he  sailed  for  the  new  world,  thinking 
that  he  might  better  his  financial  condition  by  utilizing  the  business  opportunities 
offered  on  this  side  the  Atlantic.  He  made  his  way  to  Will  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  thereon  residing  for  a  decade,  or  until 
1873,  when  he  came  to  Platte  county  and  secured  a  homestead  on  section  4  in  what 
is  now  Joliet  township,  which  he  aided  in  organizing.  In  early  days  he  did  his 
farming  with  oxen  and  his  first  home  was  a  sod  and  .frame  house.  He  afterward 
erected  the  first  frame  house  in  the  township.  He  found  pioneer  conditions  here, 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival,  for  Platte  county  was  then  upon  the  western  frontier 
and  gave  little  evidence  of  the  changes  that  were  soon  to  occur  and  make  it  a  pros- 
perous and  populous  district.  All  around  was  wild  prairie  and  undeveloped  land 
and  in  early  days  the  grasshoppers  greatly  devastated  the  crops  which  the  settlers 
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raised.  In  addition  to  farming  his  land  Mr.  Thomazin  aided  in  building  many  of  the 
early  homes  of  the  district.  He  was  a  verj'  progressive  and  enterprising  man  and  his 
well  directed  business  affairs  brought  him  a  measure  of  success  that  made  him  in  time 
the  owner  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Joliet  township.  He  was  also  active  and 
prominent  in  its  public  aft'airs,  serving  as  its  first  assessor  iiid  aiiliiin-  in  organizing 
school  district  No.  64.  In  politics  he  was  an  earnest  dt  nnu  r.il.  i;i\ii]ij;  unfaltering 
allegiance  to  the  party  and  doing  all  inhis  power  to  adv.nu  >  iK  iiih  n  sts  and  secure 
it.s  success.  In  tl],'  lat.r  years  of  his  life  he  lived  r,  tirrd  up.m  thr  home  farm, 
enjoying  a  period  ,,i  w,ll  earned  rest.  He  had  plaiitrd  many  tn-es  iii^on  his  place 
and  converted  tin-  raw  prairie  into  a  beautiful  iarni  property,  upon  whiel)  he  con- 
tinued his  residence  until  death  called  him  in  1893,  when  lie  was  sixty-seven  years 
of  age.  His  wife  survived  him  for  two  decades  and  passed  away  March  S,  1913, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

William  Thomazin,  whose  name  introduces  this  record,  is  the  fifth  in  order  of 
liirth  in  a  family  of  seven  children  and  was  the  fir.st  born  in  the  United  States.  He 
attended  the  district  school  which  his  father  assisted  in  organizing  and  spent  his 
boyhood  days  upon  the  farm  in  the  usual  manner  of  farm  lads,  early  becoming 
familiar  with  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  for  the  crops.  In  1893 
lie  began  farming  on  his  own  accoinit  on  tlie  old  home  place.  He  has  lived  continu- 
ously on  section  4,  Joliet  townshiiJ,  since  1 873.  or  for  a  period  of  forty-two  years, 
and  there  owns  and  cultivates  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  rich  and  productive 
land.  He  also  owns  land  in  Banner  county,  Nebraska.  His  home  place  is  known 
as  Fairview  Stock  Farm  and  there  he  raises  shorthorn  cattle  and  Duroc-.Iersey 
hogs,  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  market  in  the  neighborliood  in  which  he  lives.  He 
is  well  known  as  a  good  stockman,  being  an  excellent  judge  of  stock  and  believing 
in  raising  high-grade  animals.  In  addition  to  his  farming  interests  he  aided  in 
organizing  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Lindsay,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
first  directors  and  the  second  president. 

In  1896  Mr.  Thomazin  was  married  to  Miss  Matilda  Born,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Schoenwalde,  Pomerania,  Germ.anj^,  a  daughter  of  Gottlieb  and  Charlotte  (Loyck) 
Born,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  was  a  tailor  by  trade  and 
engaged  in  that  business  in  the  fatherland  but  in  1 878  he  emigrated  to  the  new  world 
and  took  up  a  homestead  in  St.  Bernard  township,  Platte  county,  which  constitutes 
the  present  site  of  the  town  of  St.  Bernard.  He  is  active  in  all  public  affairs  and 
has  become  a  well-to-do  citizen,  his  land  holdiiius  annren.itiim  two  hundred  acres. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Lutheran  and  assisteil  in  or^  niizini;-  tlie  eliurch  of  that 
denomination  in  St.  Bernard  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J  homazin  have  been  born 
six  children:  Laverna,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  district  schools  of  Platte 
county;  Odetta,  a  high-school  student  in  Lindsay;  and  Edgar.  Charlotte.  Earl  and 
John  Robert,  all  at  home. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Thomazin  is  connected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp  of 
Lindsay  and  has  filled  all  of  its  offices.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  democrat  and 
is  recognized  as  a  local  party  leader.  In  1901  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of 
county  supervisor  for  district  No.  3  and  filled  that  position  for  two  years.  He  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  democratic  central  committee  in  his  locality  and  does 
everything. in  his  power  to  insure  the  growth  and  success  of  his  party.  He  has  also 
been  a  member  of  tlie  school  board  and  he  is  interested  in  various  movements  for 
advancing  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  district  in   which  he  lives.      He  has 
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many  substantial  traits  of  character  and  his  dominant  qualities  are  those  which  hai 
won  for  him  warm  regard  among  all  with  whom  business  or  social  relations  ha\ 
brought  him  in  contact. 


JOHN  ALLEN  ABART,  D.  O.  M. 

Dr.  John  Allen  Abart,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  veterinary  surgery  in  Colum- 
bus, was  born  February  5,  1887,  near  Schuyler,  Nebraska,  a  son  of  Henry  and 
Pauline  Abart,  who  were  farming  people,  living  a  few  miles  southeast  of  Schuylnr. 
The  father  died  in  the  year  1888.  In  the  public  schools  of  Schuyler  the  son  pursued 
his  education,  passing  through  the  consecutive  grades  to  the  higli  school  and  thru,  de- 
ciding to  make  the  practice  of  veterinary  surgery  a  life  work,  he  eiitL-red  tlif  Chicago 
Veterinary  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  D.  O.  M.  in 
1912.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  begin  work  in  the  fields  he  aided  liis  mother 
upon  the  home  farm  until  he  went  to  college.  Following  his  graduation  he  bought 
out  tlie  practice  and  hospital  of  Dr.  L.  P.  Carstenson,  of  Columbus,  the  liospital 
being  located  at  Nos.  201  to  205  West  Eleventh  street.  There  he  enjoys  a  liberal 
patronage  which  comes  to  him  from  the  surrounding  country.  He  is  a  conscientious 
worker  in  his  profession  and  keeps  in  touch  with  the  advancement  that  is  being  made 
in  veterinary  practice  and  the  discoveries  which  scientific  investigation  are  bringing 
to  light. 

After  leaving  college  Dr.  Abart  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rosa  Leavy,  a 
daughter  of  L.  H.  Leavy,  a  druggist  of  Columbus.  Mrs.  Abart  is  a  registered  phar- 
macist, working  with  her  father  in  the  drug  store.  She  is  well  informed  along 
general  as  well  as  professional  lines  and  is  very  successful  in  her  chosen  life  work. 
Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Abart  have  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  city  where  thev  reside 
and  goodwill  is  entertained  for  them  by  all  who  know  them. 


REV.   RICHARD   NEUMAERKER,  D.  D. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Neumaerker,  whose  full  name  is  John  Richard  William 
Neuniaerker,  is  pastor  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  at  Columbus  and  is  one 
of  the  prominent  divines  of  that  faith  in  the  state.  He  was  born  November  6,  1811, 
at  Sprottau,  Saxe-Weimar,  Germany,  a  son  of  Pastor  William  and  Ottilie  (Carl) 
Neumaerker,  of  Blankenhain,  Saxe-Weimar.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the 
schools  of  Blankenhain  and  also  under  private  instruction  from  his  father.  He 
afterward  became  a  student  in  the  gj'mnasium  at  Weimar,  where  he  pursued  his 
studies  from  1860  until  1865,  being  graduated  at  Easter  time  with  highest  honors. 
He  studied  theology  at  the  Universities  of  Jena  and  Halle  from  the  spring  of  1 865 
until  the  fall  of  1868  and  passed  his  examination  as  a  candidate  in  theology  at  the 
latter  date.  From  that  time  until  the  summer  of  1870  he  was  assistant  professor 
at  the  gymnasium  at  Meiningen,  in  the  duchy  of  Saxe-!Meiningen,  and  was  the  tutor 
of  Prince  Karl,  of  Hesse-Phillippsthal.  During  the  German-French  war  he  was 
field  deacon  in  the  service  of  the  Red  Cross  on  the  battlefields  at  Metz.  Sedan  and 
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Strassburg,  and  in  October,  1870,  was  called  back  and  ordained  as  vicar  of  tiie  court 
church  at  Weimar  and  assistant  professor  at  the  gymnasium.  In  1872  he  was  called 
as  pastor  of  the  Evangelical  congregation  of  the  grand  duchy  of  Luxemburg  and 
from  1882  until  1885  was  pastor  of  the  church  at  Mihla,  in  Saxe-Weimar. 

In  the  spring  of  the  latter  year  the  Rev.  Neumaerker  was  called  to  America  as 
pastor  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  St.  Peter's  congregation  at  Barada,  Richardson 
county,  Nebraska.  From  1891  until  1899  he  was  pastor  of  St.  John's  Evangelical 
church  in  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  in  the  latter  year  was  called  to  Columbus, 
Nebraska,  as  pastor  of  the  German  Evangelical  Protestant  church  there.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Nebraska,  which  is  a  district 
synod  of  the  General  S}-nod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutlieran  Church  in  America.  For 
eight  years  he  acted  as  president  of  the  sj'nod  and  recognition  of  his  splendid  work 
in  behalf  of  his  church  came  to  him  when  :\Iidland  College  of  Atcliison,  Kansas, 
conferred  ujjon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

Tlie  Rev.  Neumaerker  was  married  in  1875,  at  Lissa,  Posen,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Roth,  a  daughter  of  Pastor  Carl  August  Roth,  of  Sonnenburg,  in  the  province  of 
Brandenl)urg,  Germany.  Their  children  are:  William,  who  is  now  a  practicing 
physician  of  Columbus,  Nebraska;  John,  who  is  a  teacher  in  the  Stuyvesant  high 
school  at  New  York;  and  Emmy,  the  wife  of  A.  C.  Platow,  of  Fontanelle,  Nebraska. 
Liberal  education  as  well  as  a  clearly  defined  purpose  qualify  the  Rev.  Neumaerker 
for  the  holy  calling  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  life  and  in  which  he  has  made  steady 
progress,  his  consecration,  his  zeal  and  the  effectiveness  of  his  service  winning  him 
a  place  among  the  foremost  representatives  of  the  ministry  in  his  part  of  the  state. 


ANDERS  ANDERSON. 

Anders  Anderson  has  been  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Rosenburg  in  Walker 
township  for  several  years.  He  is  a  native  of  Jylland,  Denmark,  born  November 
11,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Lauritz  and  Hannah  (Terkelson)  Anderson.  The  father, 
who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  served  with  the  infantry  troops  in  the  war  of  1 861 
and  never  came  to  the  new  world,  spending  his  entire  life  in  Denmark. 

Anders  Anderson  pursued  his  education  in  tlie  schools  of  his  native  country  and 
worked  upon  the  home  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  after  which 
he  learned  the  painting  trade.  He  served  for  nine  months  in  the  army  while  still 
a  resident  of  Denmark  and  in  1890  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years  made 
the  long  voyage  to  the  new  world  with  Platte  county  as  his  destination.  Following 
his  arrival  in  Nebraska  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand,  after  which  he  began  farming 
on  his  own  account  on  rented  land.  He  then  bought  eighty  acres  in  Joliet  townsliip, 
which  he  cultivated  for  five  years  and  then  sold,  buying  twenty  acres  in  Rosenburg. 
He  has  divided  that  tract  into  lots,  which  he  is  selling  to  people  who  wished  to 
live  near  the  church  and  store.  In  1909  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Buhl  purchased 
the  Rosenburg  store  of  Eske  Petersen,  conducting  it  under  the  style  of  Petersen  & 
Buhl.  ]\Ir.  Anderson,  however,  became  sole  proprietor  and  carried  on  the  business 
successfully  for  about  six  years.  Although  he  is  still  in  charge  he  has  made  arrange- 
ments to  sell  his  store  and  expects  to  turn  his  attention  to  other  pursuits  in  the 
spring  of  1916. 
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Mr.  Anderson  was  married  to  ]\Iiss  Anna  Christensen,  daughter  of  Jens  and 
Jensine  (Alichaelsen)  Christensen,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  rive  children: 
Laurina,  Alma  Ethel,  Sophia  Amelia,  Otto  Valdmar  and  Agnes  Elizabeth.  The 
family  are  Danish  Lutherans  in  religious  faith  and  are  loyal  to  the  teachings  of  the 
church  and  its  purposes.  Mr.  Anderson  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republi- 
can party  and  for  the  past  three  years  has  served  as  road  overseer.  There  is  nothing 
spectacular  in  his  career.  He  has  lived  a  quiet  life  but  has  manifested  those  sub- 
stantial qualities  of  manhood  and  citizenship  which  constitute  the  bulwark  of  Ameri- 
can life.     He  is  diligent,  energetic  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings  and  connections. 


HENRY    LATTLMER    SMITH. 

More  than  a  century  ago  George  Washington  said:  "Agriculture  is  the  most 
useful  as  well  as  the  most  honorable  occupation  of  man,"  and  the  truth  of  this  state- 
ment has  found  verification  in  all  of  the  ages.  Until  his  death,  which  occurred 
October  19,  1915,  after  a  few  hours'  illness,  Henry  Lattimer  Smith  was  actively 
identified  with  farming  in  Oconee  township,  his  home  being  on  section  36,  where  he 
owned  and  cultivated  an  excellent  tract  of  land.  He  had  altogether  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  acres — a  five  acre  tract  on  which  he  resides  and  a  quarter  section 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  April  25,  1856,  a  son  of  James  R. 
and  Martha  (Jones)  Smith,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland,  the  former  born 
in  County  Fermanagh  and  the  latter  in  County  Cavan.  Their  last  daj's,  however, 
were  spent  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska.  In  early  life  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
in  Ireland  but  in  the  early  '50s  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  New  York. 
In  tlic  '60s  he  removed  westward  to  Illinois,  where  he  spent  a  few  years,  living 
during  that  period  in  Mercer  and  Rock  Island  counties.  In  1880,  however,  he  left 
Illinois  and  came  to  Nebraska,  establishing  his  home  in  Platte  county.  He  purchased 
land  in  Lost  Creek  township,  where  he  met  pioneer  conditions.  The  town  of  INIonroe 
had  not  been  laid  out  and  a  branch  of  the  railroad  was  just  being  built  through  the 
district.  He  began  farming  on  his  land  and  with  characteristic  energj'  carried  on 
the  work  of  the  fields,  adding  to  his  place  many  substantial  modern  improvements 
and  accessories.  In  time  he  became  the  owner  of  considerable  land  and  lie  engaged 
in  the  raising  of  a  good  grade  of  Hereford  cattle.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Monroe 
Farmers  Association.  He  continued  to  occupy  the  old  homestead  to  the  time  of  his 
death  and  in  his  passing  the  community  lost  one  of  its  representative  citizens.  He 
was  very  active  in  church  work  and  was  ever  willing  to  ]ul]i  any  dt  ndiniii.-jtion  and 
thus  further  the  moral  develojjment  of  the  community.  He  lie  Iprd  to  build  and 
always  held  office  in  the  Episcopal  church  in  Monroe,  and  he  was  also  somewhat 
active  in  politics  as  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party.  High  manly  qualities 
won  him  enduring  regard  and  his  memory  is  yet  cherished  by  all  wilh  whom  he 
came  in  contact. 

Henry  L.  Smith  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  are  yet  living  in  Platte  county.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Mercer  and  of  Rock  Island  counties,  Illinois,  and  he  was  trained 
to  farm  labor,  all  of  the  sons  working  together  with  their  father  on  the  old  iiome- 
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stead.  After  attaining  his  majority  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  in  Lost 
Creek  township,  where  he  lived  until  1910,  wlien  lie  removed  to  the  five  acre  tract 
near  Monroe,  where  he  was  living  at  the  time  of  liis  death.  However,  he  still 
farmed  his  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  old  home  place,  carrying  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits.  Ever  greatly  interested  in  the  cause  of  education,  he  removed 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  town  in  order  that  his  children  might  have  better  school  oppor- 
tunities. In  addition  to  his  other  business  affairs  he  was  a  stockholder  in  the  Monroe 
Farmers  Association  and  in  the  Farmers  Coal  Company. 

Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Irene  Sloss,  who  was  born  in  Dodge 
county,  Nebraska,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Susan  (Kelley)  Sloss,  the  former 
a  native  of  Ireland  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Sloss  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Dodge  county,  Nebraska,  and  was  active  there  in  early  day  affairs.  He  also  owned 
land  and  became  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  the  district.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  were  born  three  children:  Susan,  a  graduate  of  the  Xonii.il  Sclmol  at 
Peru,  Nebraska,  and  now  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  McCnnk,  this  st-ite; 
Anna  K.,  who  attended  the  Normal  School  at  Kearney,  Nebraska,  anil  is  now  ti  acii- 
ing  in  Monroe ;  and  Lois,  a  pupil  in  the  high  school  of  Monroe. 

For  many  years  ]\Ir.  Smith  belonged  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
was  active  in  the  work  ot  the  local  camp.  He  also  affiliated  with  the  Tribe  of  Ben 
Hur  and  was  one  of  its  active  representatives.  He  never  had  political  aspirations, 
yet  held  some  minor  offices.  The  cause  of  education,  however,  found  in  him  a  stalwart 
champion  and  he  continuously  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district  until  19M. 
He  belonged  to  the  Episcopal  church,  was  one  of  its  earnest  workers  and  generous 
contributors  and  was  very  active  in  soliciting  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  house  of 
worship.  He  was  a  man  of  high  principles  whose  life  was  guided  by  honorable 
motives  which  found  expression  in  his  straightforward  business  dealings,  in  his 
devotion  to  the  general  welfare  and  in  his  fair  treatment  of  his  fellowmen.  He  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Friends  cemetery  at  Monroe. 


LAURITZ  JOHNSON. 


Lauritz  Johnson,  who  ranks  among  the  capable  and  progress 

ive  farmers 

of  Wood- 

ville  township,  was  born  in  Denmark  on  the  6th  of  December, 

,  1861.     His 

;  parents. 

Jurgen  and  Gertrude    (Jurgensen)    Larsen,   both   passed   their 

•   entire   live 

s   in  that 

The  subject  of  this  review  received  his  education  in  his  native  land  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  but  when  twenty-seven  years  of  age  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  desiring  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  which  he  had  heard  awaited 
tlie  energetic  young  man  here.  He  came  to  Platte  county.  Nebraska.  ;nul  punliased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  .section  2'.?.  Woodvilh-  tnwnshi|i,  uiin-,'  hr  still  rrsi,hs. 
At  that  time  fifty  acres  of  the  place  were  broken  hut  there  wm-  no  buildings  u|)on 
it.  He  at  once  began  to  put  the  remainder  of  the  farm  under  cultivation  and  to 
make  the  necessary  improvements.  His  residence  is  commodious  and  comfortable, 
and  the  barns  and  other  buildings  are  well  adapted  to  their  purposes.  Everything 
about  the  place  is  well  kei)t  up,  and  it  is  one  of  the  valuable  properties  of  hi.s 
locality.      He   does   general    farming,   employing  up-to-date   methods   and   improved 
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machinery,  ;ind  his  labors  have  been  rewarded  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  pros- 

In  1897  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Christina  Hendricksen, 
who  was  born  in  North  Schleswig,  Germany,  a  daughter  of  Mads  Hendricksen,  a 
farmer,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Woodville  township.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  three  children,  Max,  Arthur  and  Alma,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  democratic  party  and  takes  a  com- 
mendable interest  in  everything  relating  to  the  public  welfare  but  has  never  sought 
office  as  his  farm  work  makes  luavy  (Icuiaiuls  ujidn  his  tinn-  and  eiicrny.  His  religious 
faith  is  indicated  by  Hir  fict  th.-t  W  ImKls  uirml.rrsliip  hi  the  Danish  Lutheran 
church,  and  no  movement  seeking  the  moral  advancement  of  his  community  lacks 
his  hearty  cooperation  and  support.  During  the  many  years  that  he  has  resided  here 
he  has  not  only  gained  recognition  as  a  capable  farmer  but  also  as  a  good  citizen  and 
as  a  man  of  sterling  integrity. 


CARSTEN   PETERSEN,  Sr. 

Carsten  Petersen,  Sr.,  engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits  on  section  9, 
Lost  Creek  township,  is  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  acres.  He  was  born  in  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany,  near  Bredstedt,  Sep- 
tember 19,  1849,  a  son  of  Carsten  and  Anna  K.  (Jacobson)  Petersen,  in  whose 
family  were  five  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  review  is  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  The  father  followed  farming  and  thus  provided  a  comfortable  living  for 
his  family. 

Carsten  Petersen  left  Germany  to  avoid  military  duty,  coming  to  America  in 
the  fall  of  1869,  when  about  twenty  years  of  age.  He  made  his  way  to  Racine 
county,  Wisconsin,  there  spending  the  winter,  and  in  the  spring  of  1870  arrived  in 
Platte  county,  after  which  he  began  work  as  a  farm  hand  near  Columbus,  spending 
four  years  in  that  way.  In  the  fall  of  1870,  however,  he  took  up  a  homestead  on 
section  8,  Lost  Creek  township,  securing  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  continued  to 
work  at  farm  labor,  however,  in  order  to  acquire  some  ready  capital,  and  at  the  end 
of  four  years  became  the  occupant  of  his  farm,  to  which  he  has  since  added  from 
time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  large  and  valuable  property  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres.  In  the  early  days  he  engaged  extensively  in  raising 
cattle,  but  now  de\  otcs  his  energies  entirely  to  general  agricultural  pursuits.  How- 
ever, he  is  practically  living  retired,  having  largely  turned  the  management  and 
operation  of  the  farm  over  to  his  sons,  while  he  is  enjoying  a  rest  that  he  has 
truly  earned  and  liclily  deserves.  In  addition  to  his  farming  interests  Mr.  Petersen 
is  a'stockholder  and  director  in  the  Platte  County  Bank  of  Platte  Center  and  in  the 
Monroe  Independent  Telephone  Company. 

Mr.  Petersen  has  been  married  twice.  In  the  fall  of  187-1  he  wedded  Margaret 
Holman,  a  daughter  of  Diedrick  Holman,  but  she  passed  away  thirty  years  ago, 
leaving  five  children  as  follows:  Anna,  the  wife  of  Henry  Hagelmann,  a  farmer 
living  in  Grand  Prairie  township ;  Tilda,  the  wife  of  Edward  Arndt,  a  farmer  of 
Lost  Creek  township;  Emma,  who  became  the  wife  of  Otto  Mueller,  of  Grand  Prairie 
township,  and  died  in  1913;  Carsten,  who  married  Alvina  Hoeffelman  and  is  a  resi- 
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dent  farmer  of  Lost  Creek  township;  and  Mary,  tlie  wife  of  William  Bruiilien,  who 
follows  farming  in  Oklahoma.  On  the  30th  of  March,  1887,  Mr.  Petersen  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Ida  L.  Martinson,  a  daughter  of  B.  P.  Martin- 
son. She,  too,  has  passed  to  the  home  beyond,  her  death  having  occurred  May  24, 
1913.  To  this  union  were  born  the  following:  Minnie,  the  wife  of  Charles  F.  Gross- 
nicklaus,  a  farmer  of  Shell  Creek  township ;  Lucy,  who  married  William  Griepentrog. 
who  is  farming  in  Lost  Creek  township;  Celia,  the  wife  of  Frank  Weber,  also  a 
farmer  of  Lost  Creek  township;  and  Chris  and  Freida,  both  at  home. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Petersen  is  an  earnest  republican,  ever  loyal  to  the 
party  because  of  his  firm  belief  in  its  principles.  For  four  years  he  filled  the  oftice 
of  road  supervisor  and  for  forty-two  years  he  was  school  treasurer,  acting  in  that 
capacity  for  a  longer  consecutive  period  than  any  other  known  incumbent.  He 
belongs  to  the  German  Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  served  as  an  officer  for  six 
years,  and  at  all  times  he  has  been  a  generous  contributor  to  its  support  and  an 
active  worker  in  its  behalf.  He  is  also  accounted  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and 
progressive  farmers  of  his  connnunity.  ranking  higli  in  public  regard,  and  that  his 
life  has  been  well  speiit  and  liis  labors  ear.fully  dinrted  is  indicated  in  the  success 
which  has  crowned  his  labors  ami  uliiili  finds  xisililc  evidence  in  his  large,  modern 
residence  and  improved  farm  buildiims  standing  in  the  midst  of  highly  cultivated 
and  productive  fields. 


ESKE  PETERSEN. 


Eske  Petersen  is  now  living  practically  retired,  although  for  many  years  he 
figured  as  a  representative  farmer  and  business  man  of  Platte  county.  He  makes 
his  home  on  section  10,  Walker  township,  where  he  is  comfortably  situated,  having 
there  a  good  farm  which  returns  him  a  substantial  annual  income.  He  is  among 
the  worthy  citizens  that  Denmark  has  furnished  to  the  new  world,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  that  country  September  19,  185'2,  his  parents  being  Peter  Eskeson  and 
Mary  Clausen.  The  father  served  his  country  in  the  war  of  1848.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  living  an  active,  useful  life,  and  his  course  was  ever  guided  by  the 
teachings  of  the  Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  was  a  consistent  member 

Eske  Petersen  attended  school  in  Denmark  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when 
he  began  work  as  a  farm  hand.  When  eighteen  j'ears  of  age  he  entered  the  Danish 
array,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  one  year.  Some  time  afterward  he  deter- 
mined to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world  and  in  1881  made  the  voyage  to  America, 
after  which  he  crossed  the  country  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska.  Here  he  ])urchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  10,  Walker  townsliip,  for  which  he 
paid  five  hundred  and  ten  dollars.  The  improvements  upon  the  place  were  a  sod 
house  and  straw  barn.  He  paid  thirty  dollars  down  upon  his  property,  and  his 
friends  and  neighbors  indorsed  his  note  for  the  remainder.  He  was  then  entirely 
without  capital  but  he  possessed  a  resolute  spirit  and  determination  and  upon  those 
qualities  built  his  success.  It  required  ready  money  to  begin  the  development  of  a 
farm  and  as  he  had  none  he  went  to  Louisville,  Nebraska,  where  he  worked  in  the 
stone  quarries  until  he  had  made  and  saved  enough  to  enable  him  to  buy  a  team  and 
plows.      He  then   began  farming  on   section    10,  where   he  has   since  lived   and  his 
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labors  are  evidenced  in  the  carefully  tilled  fields  and  many  imi^rovements  which  he 
has  added  to  his  property.  P'rom  1901  to  1909  he  conducted  a  store  on  his  farm, 
and  he  also  worked  to  secure  the  establishment  of  a  postoffice,  which  he  named 
Rosenburg  after  his  old  home  place  in  Denmark.  As  time  passed  on  success  re- 
warded his  efforts,  and  he  not  only  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  IM.itti-  ((ninty  but  also  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Greeley  county.  N.braska.  He  has  since  given  land  to  all  of  his  children,  but  still 
retains  eighty  acres  of  his  original  purchase,  where  he  resides  on  section  10,  Walker 
township. 

Mr.  Petersen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marguerite  Sorensen,  who  was  born 
in  Denmark  in  1861.  Her  parents.  Miehael  and  Mettie  Sorensen,  arrived  in  Platte 
county  in  1878  and  the  father  pmrliis, d  raw  prairie  land  in  Walker  township. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  early  day  atTair^  and  did  everything  possible  to  further 
the  welfare  and  interests  of  the  conuuunity,  including  the  organization  of  a  church. 
In  1907  he  removed  to  Minnesota,  where  he  now  makes  his  home.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Petersen  have  been  born  seven  children :  Anna,  a  resident  of  Greeley  county ;  Mattie, 
the  wife  of  Christ  Petersen;  Michael,  farming  in  Greeley  county;  Ellen  M.  and 
Peter  A.,  twins ;  John ;  and  Soren. 

Mr.  Petersen  has  always  been  most  helpful  to  the  people  of  his  nationality  who 
have  come  to  Platte  county,  assisting  them  in  getting  settled  and  starting  in  business. 
He  has  no  political  aspirations  but  has  always  been  willing  and  ready  to  aid  in 
any  movement  or  measure  for  advancing  the  public  good.  He  helped  organize  the 
Danish  Lutheran  church  at  Rosenburg,  and  his  entire  life  has  been  in  consistent 
harmony  with  his  professions  as  a  representative  of  that  denomination.  He  lias  many 
sterling  traits  of  character,  has  ever  been  found  reliable  in  business,  progressive  in 
citizenship  and  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  family  and  friends. 


EDWARD  F.  LUSIENSKL 

Edward  F.  Lusienski  is  proprietor  of  the  Clother  Hotel  at  Platte  Center  and  is 
proving  a  popular  host  by  his  earnest  eflforts  to  please  bis  patrons  and  by  his  ])ro- 
gressive  methods.  He  was  born  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  December  21.,  1881,  his 
parents  being  Constance  and  Katlxrinc  Lusienski,  of  Galicia,  Poland,  whence  they 
came  to  the  United  States,  making  tlieir  way  to  Columbus,  where  the  father  followed 
the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  had  previously  learned  in  his  native  land.  He 
entered  the  employ  of  Greisen  Brothers  of  Columbus  and  with  them  remained  until 
his  removal  to  Platte  Center,  where  he  continued  to  work  as  a  shoemaker  until  his 
death  on  the  2d  of  November,  1903.  His  widow  survives  and  is  still  living  in 
Platte  Center. 

Edward  F.  Lusienski  acquired  his  education  in  the  Catholic  schools,  spending 
a  year  and  a  half  as  a  student  in  Omaha.  After  laying  aside  his  textbooks  he 
began  clerking  and  was  connected  with  general  merchandising  for  five  years,  after 
which  he  took  up  the  plumbing  trade.  On  the  1st  of  November,  1914,  he  purchased 
the  Clother  Hotel,  of  which  he  is  now  the  proprietor.  He  studies  the  needs  and 
wislies  of  the  traveling  public  and   is  ready  to  meet  every  demand.     An   excellent 
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cuisine,  well  furnished  rooms  and  honorable  business  methods  are  the  attractions 
which  bring  travelers  to  his  hostelrj',  so  that  his  business  has  become  a  paying  one. 
On  the  4th  of  November,  191 4,  Mr.  Lusienski  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Nellie  Regan,  a  daughter  of  John  and  ]\Iary  Regan,  of  Platte  Center.  In  politics 
he  is  a  liberal  republican  and  for  two  terms  filled  the  office,  of  township  clerk.  He 
belongs  to  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  adheres  to  the  faith  of  the  Catholic 
church,  in  which  he  was  reared.  He  is  still  a  young  man  but  has  already  gained  a 
creditable  position  in  business  circles  and  is  now  well  known  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative residents  of  Platte  Center. 
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CHRISTIAN   PETERSEN. 

In  the  history  of  Platte  county's  pioneer  development  it  is  imperative  tliat  men- 
tion be  made  of  Christian  Petersen,  who  came  here  at  an  early  day  and  whose  work 
was  of  the  greatest  wortli  in  the  reclamation  of  wild  lands  and  in  the  development 
of  the  county  to  its  prcvs,  iit  stag,  of  progress  and  prosperity.  Mr.  Petersen  is  a 
native  of  Denmark,  born  on  tii,  island  of  Langeland,  Dec* 
has  now  passed  the  eightieth  niilcstonr  on  life's  ']< 
school  education  and  for  oik  year  was  iMiunected 
servant  to  the  general.  His  business  aitixity  in  !ii> 
trial  lines,  being  for  twelve  years  employed  at  cai 

The  opportunities  of  the  new  world,  however, 
1 878  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  making  his  way  to  Vermont,  where  for  a  year  he  was 
employed  in  the  marble  quarries.  He  afterward  spent  three  years  in  the  iron 
mines  of  New  York  and  in  May,  1877,  came  to  the  west,  making  his  « .ly  t.i  Platte 
county,  where  he  homesteaded  eighty  acres  on  section  14,. Walker  township.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  district.  His 
first  home  was  a  sod  house  and  he  lived  in  true  pioneer  style.  All  around  were 
rolling  prairies  stretching  far  and  wide  with  little  token  of  the  plow,  with  no 
barrier  fences  for  miles,  spangled  in  June  with  a  million  wild  flowers  and  in  December 
covered  with  one  unbroken  sheet  of  dazzling  snow.  There  were  many  hardships 
and  trials  to  be  borne  in  those  early  days  before  the  comforts  of  civilization  could 
be  secured.  Mr.  Petersen  broke  the  prairie  sod  with  ox  teams  and  hauled  his 
lumber  from  Columbus  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  a  distance  of  thirty-five  miles,  but  he 
persevered  in  his  work  and  in  time  his  labors  brought  substantial  results.  After  a 
year  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  23  and  six  years  later  made  jiurehase 
of  eiglity  acres  on  section  \:,.  Walker  township,  which  is  now  owned  by  iiis  son, 
P.  J.  Petersen.  Year  by  year  he  carefully  tilled  the  soil  and  continued  his  farm 
work  until  he  brought  his  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  making  it  a  productive 
and  valuable  farm. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1857,  Mr.  Petersen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Henrietta  Christianson,  who  was  born  in  Denmark  in  1836,  a  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian and  Karen  (Hanson)  Christianson,  and  passed  away  in  the  year  1914.  She  took  a 
very  active  and  helpful  part  in  church  work  and  was  a  woman  of  many  admirable 
traits  of  character.  To  Mr.  and  I\Irs.  Petersen  were  born  .six  children,  as  follows: 
Hans  J.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Albion,  Nebraska;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ludwig 
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Swanson,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri ;  Caroline,  now  Mrs.  Louis  Knudsen  and  a  resident 
of  Texas;  Nels  C,  living  at  St.  Edward,  Nebraska;  Peter  J.,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  work;  and  Carl  Christian,  who  makes  his  home  at 
Clear  Lake,  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Petersen  holds  membership  in  the  Danish  Lutheran  church,  which  he  aided 
in  organizing  in  1879  and  of  which  he  has  been  a  very  active  and  helpful  member, 
doing  all  in  Iiis  power  to  promote  its  growth  and  extend  its  influence,  while  his  life 
has  ever  been  guided  by  its  teachings.  In  his  political  views  he  has  long  been  a 
republican,  earnest  in  support  of  the  party  but  not  an  active  party  worker.  He  has 
always  given  his  attention  to  his  business  affairs,  and  has  long  been  numbered  with 
the  leading  and  energetic  farmers  of  the  community.  His  residence  in  the  county 
now  covers  thirty-eight  years,  during  which  time  he  has  witnessed  many  clianges. 
No  longer  is  the  sod  house  to  be  seen,  for  such  primitive  homes  have  given  place  to 
commodious  and  substantial  farm  residences  and  in  place  of  the  wild  prairie  grasses 
arc  to  be  found  highly  cultivated  fields,  bringing  forth  rich  crops  of  corn  and  other 
cereals.  Mr.  Petersen  can  relate  many  interesting  incidents  of  the  early  days  and 
is  justly  numbered  among  the  honored  pioneers  of  the  county. 


JOHN   BLASER. 


John  Blaser  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Loup  township,  living  on  section  22.  His 
entire  life  has  been  passed  in  this  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Columbus  on 
the  8th  of  November,  1869,  his  parents  being  Mr.  and  Mrs  Nicholas  Blaser.  At  the 
usual  age  he  became  a  public-school  pupil  and  is  indebted  to  the  common-school  system 
of  the  county  for  the  educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed  and  which  fitted  him 
for  the  later  duties  of  life.  In  1870  his  parents  left  Columbus  and  took  up  their 
abode  upon  the  farm  upon  which  John  Blaser  now  resides,  so  that  he  was  reared  in 
the  usual  manner  of  farm  lads,  taking  his  place  in  the  fields  as  soon  as  his  age  and 
strength  qualified  him  for  such  tasks.  He  thus  became  familiar  with  every  phase 
of  agricultural  life  and,  starting  out  for  himself,  he  resolved  to  continue  in  the  same 
line  of  labor.  He  began  farming  on  his  own  account  in  1893  by  renting  land  from  ■ 
his  father.  In  addition  to  tilling  the  soil  he  began  raising  stock  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  handling  Hereford  cattle  and  Poland  China  hogs.  He  is  an  excellent  judge  of 
stock,  so  that  he  makes  judicious  purchases,  while  his  sales  return  to  him  a  gratifying 
annual  income.  He  has  made  all  of  the  improvements  upon  his  farm,  which  is  an 
excellent  property,  equipped  with  good  buildings  and  machinery  and  all  of  the 
accessories  and  conveniences  of  the  model  farm  property  of  the  twentieth  century. 
In  addition  to  his  other  business  interests  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Duncan  Inde- 
pendent Telephone  Companj'. 

In  June,  1893,  Mr.  Blaser  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Lemp,  a  daughter  of  Got- 
lieb  Lemp,  who  came  from  Switzerland  to  the  new  world  and  in  the  year  1871 
established  his  home  in  Loup  township.  Three  children,  Ella,  Lilly  and  Quenten, 
have  been  born  of  this  marriage. 

In  his  political  views  Mr  Blaser  is  a  democrat  but  has  never  sought  nor  desired 
public  oflice.  However,  he  has  served  as  school  director  for  two  terms  and  is  a  stal- 
wart champion   of  the  cause   of  education.      He   belongs  to  the   German   Reformed 
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church  and  guides  his  life  according  to  its  teachings,  being  an  upright,  honora 
man,  higlily  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  business  or  social  relations  have  brought  1 
in  contact. 


EMIL  G.  AND  ERNEST  W.  LOSEKE. 

Eniil  G.  and  Ernest  W.  Loseke  are  the  owners  of  Pleasant  View  Farm,  a 
valuable,  attractive  and  very  desirable  property  situated  on  section  30,  Bismark 
township.  Tli.y  are  sons  .if  (ierliard  Loseke,  and  therefore  representatives  of  one 
of  the  old  i.iou.-,  r  faniili.s  of  the  county,  which  has  mnv  IlhI  n  pns,  ntatives  of  four 
generati.His  of  tiiis  f.nnily  witiiin  its  borders.  The  ehhr.  Kuiil  (.nltfried  Loseke, 
was  born  on  tlie  old  family  homestead  in  Bismark  township,  January  21,  1891, 
while  Krnest  ^\'a!ter  Loseke  was  born  at  the  same  place  or 
Xo  important  exc  ut  occurred  to  vary  for  them  the  routin 
days  of  th.ir  boyhood  and  youth.  The  parents,  realizin 
gave  tliem  good  ojjportunities  in  that  direction  and  when 
aside  they  were  thoroughly  trained  to  farm  work  that  they  might  be  thus  well 
qualified  to  take  up  business  responsibilities  and  duties  in  later,  life.  From  their 
father  they  received  as  a  gift  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  which  they 
now  own  and  cultivate.  This  is  an  excellently  improved  farm,  presenting  a  neat 
and  thrifty  appearance  which  indicates  their  careful  supervision,  their  practical 
labors  and  their  progressive  methods. 

Both  brothers  are  married  and  pleasantly  situated  in  homes  of  their  own.  On  tiie 
nth  of  June,  1913,  Emil  G.  Loseke  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Anna  M. 
Mueller,  a  daughter  of  R.  C.  Mueller,  a  resident  farmer  of  Bismark  township,  and 
to  them  has  been  born  a  daughter,  Evelyn.  The  younger  brother,  Ernest  W.,  was 
married  October  14,  191i,  to  Miss  Martha  M.  Arnold,  a  native  of  Page  county, 
Nebraska.  They  are  well  known  young  people  of  Bismark  township  and  enjoy  the 
friendship  and  high  regard  of  many  with  whom  they  have  been  associated  from 
early  life.  Pleasant  View  Farm  is  well  named  and  the  hospitality  of  the  two  homes 
found  thereon  is  well  known  in  the  community.  A  fact  equallj'  evident  is  that  the 
owners  of  this  farm  are  enterprising,  progressive  young  business  men  who  are  rapidly 
winning  their  way  to  a  foremost  place  among  the  representative  agriculturists  of  the 
county. 
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OWEN   PARRY. 


Owen  Parry,  who  is  residing  on  section  25,  Joliet  township,  is  numbered  among 
the  successful  farmers  of  his  locality  and  is  a  representative  of  that  class  of  citizens 
whom  we  term  self-made  men.  Starting  out  in  life  empty-handed,  he  thoughtfully 
considered  the  possibilities  and  resolved  that  he  would  win  success  if  it  could  be 
obtained  by  honorable  methods  and  indefatigable  energy.  Throughout  his  life  he 
has  worked  persistently  and  diligently  and  when  one  avenue  of  opportunity  has 
seemed  closed  he  has  marked  out  another  path  wliich  has  brought  him  to  the  desired 
goal. 
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Mr.  Parry  was  born  on  the  18th  of  April,  ISyi,  in  North  Wales,  near  Pwllheli, 
a  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Roberts)  Parry.  The  father  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits throughout  his  entire  active  life.  In  1884  Owen  Parry  came  to  America  and 
first  settled  in  Gage  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  remained  for  six  and  one-half  years. 
In  1891  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Joliet  towTiship,  Platte  county,  which  then 
consisted  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  but  to  which  he  has  since  added  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  26,  so  that  the  farm  now  comprises  four  hundred 
acres.  The  fields  are  enclosed  b_v  strong,  durable  fences,  and  he  has  made  a  number 
of  improvements  upon  the  place.  He  raises  stock  in  addition  to  growing  the  usual 
crops  and  his  labors  yield  him  a  good  profit. 

On  September  28,  1892,  Mr.  Parry  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Williams,  a  daughter  of  David  T.  and  Achsa  (Rees)  Williams,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Parry  have  become  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased,  the  others  being  Robert  O.,  Achsa,  Mary, 
David  R.,  Owen  W..  Watkin  H.,  Eleanor,  Rees  F.,  ISIargarct  and  Sarah  Jane  Vivian, 
all  at  home. 

Mr.  Parry  does  not  consider  himself  bound  by  the  dictates  of  party  leaders  but 
on  occasion  votes  independently,  although  he  believes  in  the  wisdom  of  the  policies 
of  the  republican  party.  His  life  has  been  one  of  well  directed  and  useful  activity 
and  the  success  that  he  has  gained  is  well  deserved.  His  standards  of  conduct  are 
high  and  his  genuine  worth  has  gained  him  the  warm  friendship  of  many.  His  life 
record  should  serve  to  encourage  and  stimulate  others  who  must  start  out  as  he  did, 
for  his  e,ir((  r  shows  what  can  be  accomplished  when  energy  and  ambition  point  out 
the  w,iy.  His  wihi.ilile  farm  property  is  the  visible  evidence  of  well  directed  energy 
and  tliriit.  C  inning  to  this  county,  he  resolutely  set  to  work  to  make  his  farm  a 
productive  and  valuable  property  and  the  result  of  his  labors  is  seen  in  well 
eulti\  .ittd  fields  which  annually  produce  good  crops.  In  all  of  his  business  dealings 
he  h.is  been  thoroughly  reliable  and  he  enjoys  in  unusual  degree  the  confidence  and 
goodwill  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


GUSTAV  BENNING. 


Giistav  Benning,  who  owns  and  operates  a  well  improved  farm  on  section  31, 
Bismark  township,  was  born  in  Pomerania,  Germany,  December  21,  1867.  His 
father,  Joachim  Benning,  was  born  on  Christmas  Day,  1826,  and  the  birth  of  his 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Christina  Jones,  occurred  on  the  3d  of  July. 
1834.  In  1868  they  left  their  native  land  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United 
States,  as  they  had  heard  much  of  the  unusual  opportunities  which  this  country 
afforded.  For  two  years  they  lived  at  Chatsworth,  Illinois,  but  in  1870  they  came 
to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  the  father  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Bismark  township.  He  met  with  gratifying  success  in  his  farming  operations  and 
from  time  to  time  purchased  more  land,  becoming  the  owner  of  three  quarter  sections. 
He  passed  away  on  the  31st  of  October,  1898,  but  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who 
is  still  living  in  Bismark  township.  The  family  are  Lutherans  in  religious  faith.  Six 
of  the  ten  children  are  living,  namely:     Augusta,  the  wife  of  Carl  Labens,  of  Bis- 
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mark  township;  Fredericka,  the  wife  of  William  Schreiber,  of  Columbus  townshij); 
Carolina,  who  married  F.  G.  Stenger,  of  Columbus  to^^-nship;  Gustav;  William,  who 
is  residing  on  the  old  homestead;  and  Lizzie,,  now  Mrs.  Carl  Reinke,  of  Bismark 
township. 

Gustav  Benning  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  under  the  guidance  of 
his  father  early  became  acquainted  with  modern  methods  of  agriculture.  His  educa- 
tion was  ihat  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of  the  county  and  since  putting  aside  his 
textbooks  he  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  farm  work.  His  father  gave  him  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Bismark  townshijJ,  on  which  he  engages  in  gen- 
eral farming.  The  place  is  well  improved  and  as  he  uses  up-to-date  methods  in 
his  work  he  derives  a  good  return  from  his  labor. 

Mr.  Benning  was  married  November  15,  1894.,  to  Miss  Agnes  Runge,  who  was 
born  in  Bismark  township  on  the  13th  of  April,  1874,  a  daughter  of  August  Runge, 
a  resident  of  Columbus.  She  passed  away  on  the  22d  of  March,  1915,  leaving  four 
children :     Lillie,  William,  Gustav  and  Freada. 

Mr.  Benning  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  and  his  re- 
ligious faith  is  that  of  the  Lutlieran  church.  Practically  his  entire  life  has  been  spent 
in  this  county  and  the  fact  that  those  who  have  known  him  intimately  since  boyhood 
are  his  warmest  friends  is  indicative  of  his  worth  as  a  man. 


FREDRICK 'HENRY  GERRARD. 

Fredrick  Henry  Gerrard,  a  prominent  and  well  known  representative  of  commer- 
cial interests  in  Monroe,  when  as  a  |)artn.r  of  liis  brother.  E.  A.  CJerrard.  he  is 
engaged  in  general  merchandiMiig.  was  horn  on  the  7th  of  May.  I8KS,  in  Rock  Island. 
Illinois,  and  attended  school  in  that  city.  He  afterward  studied  law  witli  a  brother 
at  Columbus,  Nebraska,  and  in  1872  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  folh.wing  wliich  he 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  the  profession  at  Fairmont,  this  state.  In  187")  lie  re- 
moved to  York,  Nebraska,  where  he  continued  in  practice  for  two  years,  and  while 
there  he  also  published  the  York  Republican,  a  weekly  newspaper.  Later  he  wei.t 
to  Madison.  Nebraska,  in  1877  and  in  addition  to  practicing  law  edited  tlie  Madison 
Review,  also  a  weekly  republican  paper,  but  in  1879  he  returned  to  Columbus,  living 
there  until  1880.  In  the  latter  year  he  established  a  store  in  Oconee,  Nebraska, 
which  was  then  a  village  of  considerable  importance,  and  in  1890  he  removed  to 
Monroe,  where  he  organized  the  first  Farmers  Grain  Association  in  the  county  and 
one  of  the  first  in  the  state.  His  grain  office  was  the  first  building  moved  into  the 
present  town  of  Monroe.  For  a  time  he  was  the  owner  of  land  in  Loup  county  and 
there  engaged  in  farming,  but  in  1915  he  once  more  entered  mercantile  circk's  in 
Monroe,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  general  merchandising  under  tile  firm  style  of 
Gerrards.  The  brothers  carry  a  complete  line  of  general  merchandise,  their  store 
being  tastefully  and  attractively  arranged,  and  by  the  courteous  treatment  of  their 
patrons  and  the  earnest  desire  to  please  they  have  gained  a  large  trade. 
Fredrick  H.  Gerrard  also  owns  a  section  of  land  in  Brown  county  and  two  and  a 
quarter  sections  of  land  in  Rock  and  Loup  counties,  this  state.  He  devotes  all  of 
his  attention,  however,  to  his  mercantile  interests  save  for  the  general  su|)ervision 
which  lie  gives  to  his  investments. 


448       PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

In  1875  occurred  the  marriage  of  Fredrick  H.  Gerrard  and  Miss  Adaline  Walam- 
wood,  a  native  of  Michigan  and  a  daughter  of  Christ  Walamwood,  who  lived  in  that 
state  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  In  1861  his  patriotic  spirit  prompted  his  response  to 
the  country's  call  for  troops  and  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Eleventh  Michigan 
Infantry,  with  which  he  served  for  four  j'ears.  Following  the  war  he  removed  west- 
ward to  Fillmore  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  entered  land  and  carried  on  general 
farming.  He  was  a  resident  of  Kearney  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  about  sixty  years  of  age.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Gerrard,  passed  away 
in  1886.  By  her  marriage  she  had  become  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Charles,  now  a  printer  of  Canada,  is  married  and  lias  a  daughter.  Stella  is 
the  wife  of  Loren  Barnuni.  a  farmer  of  Greeley  county.  Nebraska,  and  they  have 
three  children.  Emma  is  tin-  wiilcw 
and  they  had  one  son.  l.v.  is  IIm  . 
Company,  a  traveling  tlieatrical  org 
first  wife,  Mr.  Gerrard  wedded  Mrs 
has  been  born  a  son,  Fred  Joseph, 
married  and  has  one  child. 

In  his  political  views  .Mr.  (irrrard  is  a  democrat  and  has  always  been  an 
ardent  worker  in  the  local  ranks  of  the  party,  seeking  to  secure  the  adoption  of  its 
principles,  yet  never  desiring  office  for  himself.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  he  has  guided  his  life  by  its  teachings.  Those  who  know 
him,  and  he  has  a  wide  acquaintance,  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  high  regard  and  are 
glad  to  call  him  friend,  for  he  has  many  sterling  traits  of  character  in  addition  to 
tlie  social  qualities  which  render  him  popular  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
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ELBERT  TAYLOR. 


Elbert  Taylor,  who  owns  and  operates  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good 
land  in  Joliet  township,  was  born  February  14,  1853.  His  parents,  Lewis  and 
Sarah  (Edwards)  Taylor,  were  natives  respectively  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina. The  father,  who  was  born  in  1811,  was  prevented  by  his  age  from  serving 
ill  the  Civil  war.  In  1855  he  removed  to  Missouri,  whence  in  1867  he  went  to  Iowa, 
where  he  passed  away  in  1886.  His  entire  life  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
in  which  he  gained  a  gratifying  measure  of  success. 

Elbert  Taylor  received  his  education  in  Iowa  and  in  his  boyhood  also  learned 
practical  methods  of  farming  through  assisting  his  father.  In  1887  he  came  to 
Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  cultivated  rented  land  in  Humphrey  township  for 
eleven  years.  For  the  next  five  years  he  operated  rented  land  in  Joliet  township 
but  in  1904  he  purchased  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  32,  that  town- 
ship. He  has  since  cultivated  his  place,  which  is  well  improved,  and  in  addition  to 
growing  grain  he  raises  stock,  from  the  sale  of  which  he  receives  a  substantial  addi- 
tion to  his  income. 

In  1873  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  McClung,  a  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Melvina  (Young)  McClung.  Eight  children  have  been  born  of  this  union, 
namely:  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Charles,  a  resident  of  Monroe 
township,  who  married  Nellie  Davis  and  has  three  daughters;  Edward,  living  near 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY  449 

Redfield,  South  Dakota,  who  married  Lydia  Steiizel  and  has  two  sons  and  one 
daughter;  Henry,  a  resident  of  St.  Bernard  township,  this  county,  who  married 
Kate  Connelly  and  has  two  sons  and  one  daughter;  Samuel,  at  home;  Lee,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Oscar,  a  resident  of  Monroe  township,  who  married 
Minnie  Peterson  and  has  one  son;  and  Lilly,  who  is  now  attending  high  school  in 
Monroe. 

Mr.  Taylor  supports  the  candidates  and  measures  of  the  democratic  party  at  the 
polls  and  takes  the  interest  of  a  good  citizen  in  public  affairs  although  he  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Baptist  church,  and  in  his  daily 
life  exemplifies  the  teachings  of  that  organization. 


JOHN  POTTER. 


John  Potter  is  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Monroe.  For  many  years,  however,  he 
was  actively  identified  with  agricultural  interests  and  it  has  been  along  the  line  of 
persistent,  earnest  and  intelligently  directed  effort  that  he  has  won  his  success.  He 
is  of  English  birth,  his  natal  day  being  December  10,  1840,  and  the  place  of  his 
nativity  Stafford  county,  England.  He  is  the  eldest  of  the  family  of  five  children 
whose  parents  were  John  and  Dorothy  (Clarke)  Potter,  the  former  a  farmer  of 
England.  In  the  common  schools  of  that  country  John  Potter  pursued  his  education, 
and  his  early  training  under  parental  care  was  such  as  brought  to  him  a  realization 
of  the  value  of  industry  and  honesty  as  factors  in  the  attainment  of  success.  He 
was  a  young  man  of  twenty-five  years  when,  in  ]  865,  he  became  a  resident  of  Kane 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  began  farming  and,  meeting  with  success  in  his  under- 
taking, he  later  acquired  considerable  real  estate  in  Elgin,  Illinois.  In  1878,  how- 
ever, he  disposed  of  his  interests  there  and,  coming  to  Platte  county,  established 
his  home  on  section  28,  Lost  Creek  township,  where  he  took  up  a  homestead  of  eighty 
acres,  to  which  he  afterward  added  bj'  the  purchase  of  forty  acres  of  railroad  land. 
Thereon  he  resided  for  twenty-nine  years,  carefully,  systematically  and  success- 
fully develojjing  and  improving  his  farm,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed 
to  his  present  location  just  outside  the  city  limits  of  Monroe,  where  he  has  seven- 
teen acres  of  land.  Indolence  and  idleness  are  utterly  foreign  to  his  nature  and, 
realizing  that  he  could  not  be  content  without  some  occupation,  he  has  planted  his 
land  to  ever-bearing  strawberries  and  to  various  vegetables.  He  is  very  enthusiastic 
on  the  subject  of  horticulture  and  takes  great  pride  in  his  garden.  He  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Monroe,  owns  considerable  land  in  I.inenin  eminty,  Ne- 
braska, and  in  the  past  seven  years  has  owned  and  sold  eight  ditT<  n  nt  funis. 

In  April,  1861-,  Mr.  Potter  was  married  in  the  parish  of  Haoly  WOnlusti  rshire, 
England,  to  Miss  Mary  Whitehouse,  a  native  of  that  locality,  and  they  have  l)ecome 
the  parents  of  eleven  children  who  are  yet  living:  Alfred,  a  resident  of  Albion, 
Nebraska;  Ellen,  who  married  Thomas  Dress,  of  Woodville;  William,  who  is  farm- 
ing in  Lincoln  county;  Charles,  a  resident  farmer  of  Lost  Creek  townshi]);  Edward, 
who  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  Merrick  county;  Walter,  also  a  farmer  of  Lin- 
coln county;  Frank,  who  is  cultivating  a  farm  in  Oconee  township;  Dorotliy,  the 
wife  of  Len  Reilly,  of  Lincoln  county;  Mattie,  at  home;  Lucy,  the  wife  of  Harry 
Hill,  living  in  Hersey,  Nebraska;  and  Anna,  at  home.     Mr.  Potter  gave  to  each  of 


thei 
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s  material  assistance  to  enable  them  to  begin  farming  and  they  now  all  own 
wn   farms  and  are  doing  well,   proving  themselves   enterprising,   progressive 


Since  becoming  a  naturalized  American  citizen  Mr.  Potter  has  given  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  he  has  been  equall_y  loyal  in  his  adherence  to 
the  Episcopal  church.  He  is  now  nearing  the  seventy-fifth  milestone  on  life's  jour- 
ney but  is  still  active  and  energetic  and  in  spirit  and  interests  seems  yet  in  his  prime. 
He  is  most  enthusiastic  concerning  fruit  raising  and  well  he  may  be,  for  his  intelli- 
gently directed  efforts  are  producing  excellent  results  in  his  gardens,  constituting 
an  example  that  others  may  well  follow. 


JOHN  SORENSEN. 
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The  buildings  are  substantial  and  well  designed  and  in  his  farm  work  he  uses  up- 
to-date  methods  and  improved  machinery.  He  has  worked  hard  and  has  given  much 
thought  to  the  management  of  his  business  affairs  and,  as  is  but  natural,  he  has  ac- 
cumulated a  competence.  When  he  came  to  this  country  he  was  a  poor  boy  but  he 
took  advantage  of  the  opportunities  offered  and  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  men 
of  his  township. 

On  January  ]8,  1885,  Mr.  Sorensen  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine  Svenson, 
a  native  of  Sweden,  whose  parents,  Sven  and  Fredrica  (Haktor)  Sanerson,  passed 
their  entire  lives  in  that  country.  To  this  union  were  born  seven  children:  Carl, 
a  resident  of  Minnesota,  who  is  married  and  has  two  children;  Anton,  a  farmer  of 
Walker  townshij),  who  is  married  and  has  one  child ;  Albert,  who  is  cultivating  land 
belonging  to  his  father  and  who  is  married  and  has  one  child;  Herman,  at  home; 
Victoria,  the  wife  of  Nels  P.  Petersen,  of  Walker  township,  by  whom  she  has  one 
child;  and  Harold  and  :\[attie,  at  home.  Mrs.  Sorensen  passed  away  December  4, 
1910. 

The  republican  party  has  a  stanch  adherent  in  Mr.  Sorensen,  but  he  has  never 
had  time  to  take  an  active  part  in  politics.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Danish 
Lutheran  church,  the  teachings  of  which  have  guided  his  life.  When  he  first  came 
to  this  county  it  was  still  a  frontier  region  and  he  made  trips  to  Columbus  when 
there  were  no  section  roads,  and  he  followed  the  ridge  across  the  praiiie  in  order 
not  to  lose  his  way.  The  trip  required  two  days  and  twenty-five  cents  was  consid- 
ered a  large  amount  to  spend  for  expenses.  He  worked  on  farms  for  a  wage  of 
ten  dollars  per  month.  These  reminiscences  give  some  idea  of  conditions  that  pre- 
vailed only  about  three  decades  ago  in  the  county  and  indicate  the  rapidity  of  its 
develoi)ment.  Mr.  Sorensen  takes  justifiable  pride  in  the  fact  that  he  has  had  a 
l)art  in  the  transformation  of  the  wild  prairie  into  a  region  of  highly  developed  farms 
and  thriving  towns  and  villages. 


JOHN   CHERRY. 

John  Cherry,  a  large  landowner,  who  is  devoting  his  time  and  attention  to  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  in  Jolict  township,  was  born  in  what  is  now  a  part  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  August  10,  1852.  His  parents,  Frank  and  Catherine  (Keffer)  Cherry,  were 
also  natives  of  the  Dominion,  the  former  born  in  April,  1827,  and  the  latter  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1833.  When  tile  subject  of  this  review  was  but  twelve  years  of  age 
the  family  removed  to  the  United  States  and  located  in  .Mieliii;an,  whence  they  went 
to  Indiana.  On  the  day  that  President  Garfield  was  s!int  tii,  y  were  on  their  way 
to  Nebraska,  which  they  reached  in  due  time.  Tluy  liv.il  successively  in  Dodge, 
Saunders  and  Holt  counties,  and  there  the  father  carried  .m  .i-rieultural  work.  He 
passed  away  on  the  17tli  of  August,  1904,  when  seventy-fiv,  yr.ii-s  (if  age,  while 
on  a  visit  in  Missouri.  His  wife  died  on  the  6th  of  Sejit.  nil.  r.  i;'05.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children:  John;  WilHam,  who  died  in  Michiiian  when  nineteen 
years  old;  Harper,  who  died  in  Canada;  Jennie,  the  wife  of  William  1).  Buvkholder, 
a  resident  of  this  county;  Frank,  who  lives  in  Linn  county,  .Missouri;  .Vlbert,  who 
died  in  Michigan;  and  Amanda,  who  became  the  wife  of  .fames  Burkliolder  and 
passed  away  in  Denver,  Colorado,  three  years  ago. 
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John  Cherry  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  during  his  boyhood  and  youth 
assisted  his  father  with  the  work.  On  leaving  the  parental  roof  he  went  to  Kansas, 
where  he  took  up  a  homestead,  but  never  proved  up  upon  that  property,  although 
he  remained  there  one  year  and  then  returned  to  Wisconsin.  Following  his  mar- 
riage he  cultivated  the  home  farm  for  a  j'ear  and  then  removed  to  Madison  county, 
Nebraska,  wli.re  lie  lived  for  about  four  years.  On  leaving  there  he  came  to  Platte 
county  and  bieated  near  Lindsay,  where  he  spent  a  similar  period.  In  1897  he  set- 
tled on  his  present  farm,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  32,  Joliet 
township,  twenty  acres  of  wliich  were  broken.  He  soon  had  all  of  his  farm  under 
cultivation  and  as  the  years  passed  his  resources  increased  and  he  purchased  addi- 
tional land.  He  now  owns  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Joliet  township,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Merrick  county  and  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Brown  county.  He  grows  the  usual  crops  and  also  feeds  cattle,  and  he  and  his  sons 
are  ranked  among  the  most  successful  farmers  of  the  county.  They  are  hard  workers 
and  are  at  once  practical  and  progressive,  adopting  new  methods  when  their  use- 
fulness has  been  proved. 

In  1888  Mr.  Cherry  married  Miss  Ellen  Loftquist,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  when  fifteen  years  of  age  with  her  parents  and  settled  in  Polk 
county,  Nebraska.  She  passed  away  on  the  6th  of  January,  1905,  her  demise  occa- 
sioning sincere  regret,  for  she  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  her.  To 
this  union  were  born  eight  children:  Charles  H.,  Albert,  Sadie,  Verna,  John,  Annie 
May,  Lillie,  all  at  home ;  and  one  wlio  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Cherry  supports  the  republican  party  at  the  polls  but  has  never  desired  to 
hold  office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  in  its  teachings  are  found  the 
guiding  principles  of  his  life,  and  his  strict  integrity  has  gained  him  the  sincere 
respect  of  his  fellowmen. 


REV.  JOHN  CALVIN  EVANS. 

Rev.  John  Calvin  Evans,  who  passed  away  in  Columbus  on  the  21st  of  April, 
191-i,  brought  a  colony  to  that  city  in  the  fall  of  1879  and  was  long  a  factor  in 
the  moral  development  and  growth  of  the  communitj'.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Coimoquenessing  township,  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  22d  of  October, 
1838,  his  parents  being  William  Valentine  and  Rachel  (Hammel)  Evans,  who  were 
married  at  Faulkstown,  Ohio,  October  2,  1834.  This  branch  of  the  Evans  family 
are  direct  descendants  of  Fvan  Evans,  who  came  from  Montgomeryshire,  Wales, 
in  1722  and  on  November  17th  of  that  year  settled  on  a  farm  on  White  Clay  creek, 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania.  The  place  is  still  in  the  possession  of  rpembers  of 
the  family.  A  complete  record  of  those  of  the  name  will  be  found  in  the  book 
entitled  "History  of  the  Evans  Family,"  which  was  finished  by  Rev.  John  C.  Evans 
a  few  months  before  his  death  in  1914. 

John  C.  Evans  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Butler  county 
and  those  of  Tan  iituni  in  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania.  Subsequently  he  en- 
tered Franklin  Cdlli  ot  .  now  the  University  of  Ohio,  at  Athens,  Ohio,  being  gradu- 
ated from  that  institution  in  1861.  The  same  year  he  volunteered  for  service  in 
the  Union  army  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  physical  disability.     He  was  drawn 
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in  the  first  draft  in  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  again  rejected  be- 
cause of  piiysical  disability  occasioned  by  organic  heart  disease.  Preparing  for 
the  ministry,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Allegheny  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church  in  1867  and  during  the  next  twelve  years  acted  as 
pastor  of  churches  in  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  presiding  over  Four  Mile  church 
and  the  Remmington  and  Oakland  congregations.  In  1879  Rev.  Evans  brought  a 
party  of  over  sixty  persons  from  the  neighborhood  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  to 
Columbus,  Nebraska,  the  colony  arriving  here  on  the  17th  of  October.  With  this 
party  came  William  Cornelius  and  family,  the  Dodds  family,  James  Boggs  and 
family  and  the  McKims,  and  the  following  year  many  others  were  added  from  the 
same  locality,  including  Dr.  C.  D.  Evans.  Many  of  these  are  still  residents  of 
Platte  county  and  are  numbered  among  its  most  substantial  citizens.  From  1879 
until  1883  Rev.  Evans  was  engaged  in  home  mission  work  for  the  United  Presby- 
terian church  in  Nebraska  and  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  a  clergyman  of 
the  Congregational  church.  About  1883  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Buffalo 
county,  Nebraska,  where  he  resided  until  1910  and  then  went  to  southern  California 
on  account  of  failing  health.  In  the  spring  of  191-1.  he  returned  to  Columbus  and 
here  passed  away  on  Ajiril  21st,  being  buried  in  the  Columbus  cemetery  beside  his 
wife,  :Mrs.  Nancy  A.  Evans,  whose  demise  occurred  in   1903. 

On  the  i23d  of  December,  1862,  in  Tarentum,  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania, 
Rev.  Evans  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy  A.  Gilliford,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Nancy  Gilliford.  She  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Alle- 
gheny county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Ladies'  Seminary  of  Juniata  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  Academia,  and  taught  school  in  Tarentum,  Pennsylvania.  Her  family 
were  early  pioneers  of  the  Keystone  state  and  her  ancestors  served  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  To  Rev.  Evans  and  his  wife  were 
born  the  following  children:  William  S.,  Robert  G.,  Charles  V.,  Edgar  G.,  Henry 
C,  Nancy  K.  and  Rachel  H.  In  his  political  views  Rev.  Evans  was  a  republican, 
exercising  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  nun  .iiul  uuasures  of  that  party. 
His  life  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  M.istrr  .nid  liis  zealous,  consecrated 
labors  were  not  denied  the  full  harvest  nor  the  aftimi.illi. 


SIMON  EDWARD  PEARSON. 

Simon  Edward  Pearson  is  the  present  well  known  and  popular  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Monroe,  to  which  p,)sitioii  lu-  uas  apiHiiiitrd  ,.n  the  1st  of  September,  1915. 
He  had  ijreviously  liad  banking  ,x|Mri,ncc.  linwrvn-,  and  was  well  trained  for  the 
onerous  duties  of  his  pi-esnil  n  sp,.n.sibl,-  position.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
Monroe  township,  Platte  county,  August  27,  1882,  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Sara  (Nel- 
son) Pearson.  His  father's  birth  occurred  in  the  central  part  of  Sweden  in  the 
year  1831,  and  in  that  county  the  paternal  grandmother  is  still  living  at  the  remark- 
able old  age  of  ninety-nine  years.  The  entire  life  of  Andrew  Pearson  was  devoted 
to  the  two  occupations  of  farming  and  carpentering.  It  was  in  April,  1882,  that 
he  left  his  native  land  and  made  his  way  to  the  ndw  world,  remaining  for  a  time 
near  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  while  subsequently  he  removed  to  Monroe  township,  this 
county,  and  invested  in  one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres  of  land,  for  which  he  paid 
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five  dollars  per  acre  for  eighty  acres  and  twelve  dollars  and  a  half  for  the  remain- 
der. This  property  has  greatly  increased  in  value,  owing  to  the  settlement  of  the 
county  and  also  to  the  many  excellent  impnn  rnunts  wliieli  Mr.  Pearson  placed  upon 
his  farm.  His  wife  was  also  born  in  tli.  eentr.d  part  ..f  Sweden,  her  natal  year 
being  18iO,  and  both  parents  are  now  living  in  Genoa,  Nebraska.  Their  children 
are  Peter,  Nels,  Andrew  Olaf,  Bettie  (Elizabeth)  and  Simon  Edward. 

Simon  E.  Pearson  is  indebted  to  the  district  schools  for  the  early  educational 
opportunities  which  he  enjoyed.  Later  he  attended  a  business  college  in  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  but  in  the  meantime  worked  upon  the  home  farm  and  became  familiar 
with  all  the  duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He  also  became 
a  student  in  the  Highland  Park  College  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  in  this  manner 
qualified  for  the  work  to  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies.  His  connection 
with  banking  began  in  the  fall  of  1908,  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
for  the  First  National  Bank  of  Genoa,  spending  two  and  a  half  years  in  that  institu- 
tion. He  was  then  promoted  to  the  position  of  assistant  cashier,  and  in  1915  he 
came  to  IMonroe  to  accept  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Monroe,  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  that  office  on  the  1st  of  September.  His  previous  experience  and 
training  well  qualified  him  for  the  work  that  now  devolves  upon  him.  and  he  is 
already  making  good  in  his  present  connection.  He  is  a  courteous  and  obliging 
official,  doing  everything  possible  to  accommodate  the  bank's  patrons  and  at  the 
same  time  carefully  safeguarding  the  interests  of  the  institution. 

On  the  -22d  of  December,  1909,  Mr.  Pearson  was  married  to  Miss  Augusta 
Peterson,  of  Lincoln.  Nebraska,  who  was  born  near  Karlskrona,  Sweden,  on  the  25th 
of  October,  188;>.  TIk  y  now  have  two  interesting  little  sons,  Harold  Edward  and 
Carl  Bernard.  Mr.  an,!  Mrs.  Pearson  are  well  known  in  Monroe  and  this  part  of 
the  county,  where  tliev  have  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends.  They  hold  member- 
shij)  in  the  Swedish  M-tliodist  ehureh.  and  Mr.  Pearson  gives  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  (Knioeratie  party,  finding,  as  he  believes,  the  elements  of  good  govei 
in  its  platform.  He  is  always  loyal  to  his  honest  convictions  and  his  positio 
any  vital  question  is  never  an  equivocal  one. 


PETER  JORGENSEN. 

The  wealth  of  Platte  county  comes  mainly  from  the  fertility  of  its  soil  and  the 
labors  of  its  farmers,  and  those  who  have  aided  in  its  agricultural  development  arc 
deserving  of  honor.  Peter  Jorgensen.  better  known  as^Peter  Johnson  through  an 
official  rrvov  in  nc'ording  tile  name  after  liis  arrival  in  this  country,  is  farming  on 
section  10.  Walker  townsliip.  IL-  has  been  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  in 
this  county  for  many  years  and  has  gained  a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  He 
was  born  in  Denmark  on  the  22d  of  November,  1859,  a  son  of  Jurgen  and  Gertrude 
(Jurgensen)   Larsen,  both  of  whom  died  in  their  native  land. 

Peter  .lorgensen  was  educated  in  Denmark  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  but  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age  came  to  the  United  States,  seeking  the  opportunities  which 
this  country  offers.  After  residing  for  two  3-ears  in  Omaha  he  and  his  brother  Hans 
came  to  Platte  county  and  homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on 
section    10,  Walker  township.     They  operated  that   place   in  partnership   for  about 
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ten  years,  during  which  time  their  sister,  Martine,  kept  house  for  them.  At  the 
end  of  that  period  Hans  Jorgensen  returned  to  Denmark  and  the  sister  became  the 
wife  of  Peter  Damgard.  Our  subject  has  continued  to  operate  the  farm  which 
he  and  his  brother  liomesteaded  and  also  owns  and  operates  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  16.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  as  he  uses  improved 
methods  and  up-to-date  machinery  his  labors  are  rewarded  by  excellent  crops,  from 
the  sale  of  which  he  receives  a  good  profit.  He  also  raises  high  grade  stock  and 
finds  that  branch  of  his  business  likewise  profitable. 

Mr.  Jorgensen  was  married  November  28,  1890,  to  Miss  Christine  Sorensen,  a 
sister  of  John  Sorensen,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  They 
liave  become  tlie  parents  of  six  children.  Sine,  Godfred,  Herluf,  Harold,  Gertrude, 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Jorgensen  is  a  stanch  republican  but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  as  the 
operation  of  his  farm  has  demanded  his  entire  time  and  attention.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Danish  Lutheran  church  and  can  always  be  depended  upon  to 
further  its  interests  in  any  way  possible.  His  integrity  and  upright  life  have  gained 
Iiim  the  sincere  respect  of  all  who  have  been  associated  with  him,  and  his  financial 
j)rosperity  ranks  him  among  the  substantial  men  of  his  community. 


MARTIN  DUNN. 


Martin  Dunn,  living  on  section  I,  Shell  Creek  township,  was  born  in  Queens 
county,  Ireland.  May  '2;5,  1851.  His  father,  James  Dunn,  also  a  native  of  that 
country,  came  to  tin-  riiit.d  St.it.s  in  the  '60s  and  settled  in  New  Jersej^  where  he 
owned  and  eiiltiv  itni  .-i  firm.  In  1S85,  however,  he  left  the  east  and  removed  to 
La  Salle  county.  Illinois,  wlurr  lie  became  the  owner  of  a  small  tract  of  land.  In 
later  years  lie  retired  from  farming  and  removed  to  Chicago,  where  he  continued 
until  his  deatli.  He  voted  with  the  democratic  party  and  was  ever  a  loy.il  adherent 
of  the  Catholic  church.  He  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  his  wife 
was  also  seventy  years  of  age  when  she  passed  away  in  1 892.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Bridget  Dowling  and,  like  her  husband,  was  a  native  of  the  Emerald  isle. 

In  a  family  of  eight  children  Martin  Dunn  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
and  was  a  j'oung  lad  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  new  world.  For  two 
terms  after  reaeliing  La  Salle  county  he  continued  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
but  he  left  home  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  and 
on  attaining  his  majority  lie  began  farming  on  rented  land  in  La  Salle  county.  In 
1883  he  secured  a  homestead  on  section  i.  Shell  Creek  township,  Platte  county,  a 
tract  of  raw  prairie,  on  which  he  has  set  out  trees,  while  much  of  the  wild  land  he 
has  converted  into  ])roductive  fields.  For  thirty-two  j'ears  he  has  resided  continu- 
ously upon  this  place  and  devotes  all  of  his  time  to  farm  work,  having  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  good  land.  He  raises  high  grade  stock,  making  a  specialty  of 
hogs,  and  is  quite  successful  in  that  work. 

In  1879  in  Oilman,  Illinois,  Mr.  Dunn  was  united  in  marriage  to  .Miss  Cath- 
erine Coleman,  who  was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Joanna  (O'Neill)  Coleman,  who  were  also  natives  of  County  Cork.  On  coming 
to    the    United    States   with   his    family    in    1872    Mr.   Coleman    settled    in    Iroquois 
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founty,  Illinois,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming,  owning  a  good  tract  of  land, 
from  which  he  annually  derived  a  substantial  income,  for  his  work  was  systematic- 
ally and  carefully  managed.  He,  too,  voted  with  the  democratic  party,  while  his 
religious  belief  was  that  of  the  Catholic  church.  :\Irs.  Dunn  was  the  fifth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  ten  children  and  a  sister,  Ella  Coleman,  taught  in  Platte  count}'  schools  for 
about  twenty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunn  are  the  parents  of  six  children:  Eliza- 
beth, a  teacher  in  a  country  school  near  St.  Edward,  Nebraska;  Ella,  the  wife 
of  Ben  Betterton,  a  teacher  of  Columbus;  Mary,  the  wife  of  James  Sullivan,  a 
farmer  living  near  Platte  Center,  by  whom  she  has  two  children;  Plorence,  a  teacher, 
living  at  home;  James,  at  home;  and  Frances,  in  school  at  Platte  Center.  All  of 
the  children  attended  the  district  and  afterward  the  parochial  and  public  schools 
of    Platte    Center.      The    family    are    members    of    the    Catholic    church    in    Platte 

Mr.  Dunn  is  well  known  in  this  locality,  where  he  has  long  resided,  and  he  en- 
joys the  goodwill  and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 
He  has  lived  in  the  new  world  since  his  early  teens  and  for  almost  a  third  of  a  cen- 
tury has  occupied  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides  and  which  in  its  well  culti- 
vated condition  is  an  expression  of  his  industry  and  thrift. 


EZRA  FELLERS. 

Ezra  Fellers  is  the  owner  of  Locust  Grove  Farm,  situated  on  section  10,  Monroe 
townshi]i.  but  is  now  living  retired,  for  he  has  advanced  far  on  life's  journey,  reach- 
ing a  ])(  ridd  when  nature  seems  to  have  intended  that  man  should  enjoy  a  season 
of  rest.  Hr  WIS  l.oin  in  Columbia  county.  New  York,  March  24,  1831,  a  son  of 
John  N.  :uu\  M-iri.i  (C<iKuian)  Fellers,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York. 
The  f.itlirr  ill  \citi  (!  his  entire  life  to  farming  and  continued  a  resident  of  the  Empire 
state  iinlil  IS.)S.  w  Inn  he  went  to  the  middle  west,  establishing  his  home  in  Wal- 
worth iiiuiil\  .  Wisiiinsin,  whence  after  two  years  he  removed  to  Rock  county,  that 
state.  I  111  ii  ill-  t  ni;;inid  in  farming  until  1877,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Min- 
nesot-i.  will n  In  li\ril  with  a  son.  He  was  always  an  active  man  in  affairs  of  his 
coniniiiiiily.  uix  in^  liis  iiifiui  nee  on  the  side  of  progress  and  improvement,  and  held 
membership  in  the  Congregational  church. 

After  pursuing  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  Ezra  Fellers  attended 
an  academy  at  Sodus,  New  York.  He  continued  a  resident  of  Wisconsin  until  1877, 
when  he  removed  westward  to  Nebraska  and  the  following  year  secured  a  homestead 
on  section  10,  Monroe  township,  Platte  county,  at  which  period  there  were  few 
settlers  in  the  entire  township  and  the  work  of  development  seemed  scarcely  begun. 
All  land  was  very  eluaii.  selling  from  four  to  eight  dollars  per  acre,  and  the  most 
farsighted  could  sc.uii  ly  li.ivc  predicted  the  changes  which  would  rapidly  occur 
and  bring  about  a  iii.irknl  transformation  in  the  county  and  its  appearance.  Mr. 
Fellers  built  a  sod  house  and  began  farming  and  in  the  years  which  have  since  come 
and  gone  he  has  developed  an  excellent  farm  property.  He  has  a  comfortable  resi- 
dence upon  his  land  with  a  small  orchard  together  with  berries  and  other  fruits. 
The  i)lace  is  called  the  Locust  Grove  Farm  .and  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  rich  land. 
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In  18G5  Mr.  Fellers  was  married  to  iMiss  Flora  Dow,  who  was  born  in  1835, 
in  Vermont,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and  Lucy  Dow,  also  natives  of  tlie  Green 
Mountain  state.  On  leaving  New  England  in  IStO  they  removed  westward  to  Wis- 
consin, where  they  met  pioneer  conditions,  but  bravely  faced  the  dangers  and  hard- 
ships of  frontier  life.  Mr.  Dow  was  both  a  cooper  and  farmer  and  continued  his 
residence  in  Wisconsin  until  called  to  his  final  rest.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Fellers, 
passed  away  in  1903.  She  was  very  active  in  church  work  and  was  a  most  earnest, 
consistent  Christian  woman  whose  good  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  endeared  her 
to  all. 

,  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellers  were  born  the  following  named  sons  and  daugliters : 
Benjamin,  who  operates  the  home  farm;  Lucy,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  O.  Gillan, 
a  farmer  living  in  ]\Ionroe  township,  and  has  three  sons;  Gertrude,  at  home;  Eugene, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  at  St.  Edward,  Nebraska;  and  Arthur, 
who    is    a    real-estate    dealer   of    Firllerton,    Nebraska,    and    is   married    and    lias    a 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Fellers  lias  long  been  an  earnest  democrat  and  has 
filled  various  local  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  discharged  with  promptness 
and  fidelity.  For  several  years  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  he  has  ever  been 
active  in  community  affairs  and  has  aided  in  promoting  various  plans  and  movements 
for  the  general  good.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Congregational  church,  of 
whicli  he  has  long  been  a  faithful  member,  and  in  1881  he  helped  haul  the  lumber 
for  the  house  of  worship  on  section  10.  Mr.  Fellers  still  occupies  the  old  home 
farm,  on  which  he  has  lived  for  thirty-eight  consecutive  years,  and  he  is  respected 
by  the  entire  community,  for  his  many  good  traits  of  character  have  endeared  him 
to  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  He  has  been  loyal  and  progressive  in 
citizenshii),  reliable  in  business,  faithful  in  friendship  and  devoted  to  the  welfare 
of  his  family  and  these  are  the  traits  which  make  honorable  manhood. 


HARTVIG  ANDREASEN. 

Hartvig  Andreasen  is  a  representative  farmer  living  on  section  26,  Woodville 
township,  and  one  whose  life  work  has  not  only  resulted  beneficially  to  his  own  in- 
terests but  has  also  been  an  element  in  bringing  about  benefits  for  the  community, 
for  he  stands  loyally  in  support  of  all  plans  and  measures  for  the  general  good.  He 
was  born  in  Denmark  on  the  Sd  of  January,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Andreas  and  Ma- 
ren  (Christensen)  Williamson.  The  father  died  in  Denmark,  after  whicli  the  mother 
followed  her  children  to  the  new  world,  making  her  home  in  Iowa,  where  her  re- 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  being  then  a  youth 
in  Denmark  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
went  to  Shelby  county,  Iowa,  where  an 
and  where  Hartvig  Andreasen  lived  for 
During  that  period  he  was  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  for 
•s  and  in  1891  he  removed  to  Nebraska,  taking  up  his  abode  on  his  present 
n  section  26,  Woodville  township.  Platte  county.  He  first  purchased  one 
md  sixty  acres  of  land  and  afterward  added  another  tract  of  one  hundred 


iiaining  days  were  passed. 

It  was  in  1884  that  Hartvig  Andi 
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and  sixty  acres  to  the  south  and  also  bought  eighty  acres  on  section  35,  so  that  he 
now  has  four  hundred  acres  of  valuable  farm  property.  On  his  home  place  he  has 
four  acres  planted  to  orchard  and  his  trees  are  now  in  bearing.  There  are  also  good 
buildings  upon  the  place,  providing  ample  shelter  for  grain  and  stock.  His  home  is 
a  commodious  residence,  comfortable  and  attractive,  and  water  has  been  piped  into 
the  house,  while  other  conveniences  have  been  added.  In  addition  to  tilling  the  soil 
he  is  engaged  in  raising  shorthorn  cattle,  Duroc-Jersey  hogs  and  Belgian  horses 
and  Iiis  business  interests  are  carefully  and  systematically  conducted,  bringing  him  a 
substantial  measure  of  success. 

In  February,  1891,  Mr.  Andreasen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jileta  Cath- 
erine Nielsen,  a  native  of  Schleswig,  Germany.  To  them  have  been  born  twelve  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Andrew,  Mary,  Christian,  Carl,  William,  Arthur,  Alfred,  Ida, 
Francis,  Emma,  Greger  and  Frieda.  Mr.  Andreasen  is  a  believer  in  education  and 
works  earnestly  for  better  schools,  realizing  that  intellectual  training  is  the  basis  of 
all  advancement.  His  children  speak  fluently  both  the  Danish  and  the  English 
tongues.  Mr.  Andreasen  has  always  been  a  great  reader  and  is  a  well  informed 
man,  keeping  in  touch  with  tlie  trend  of  public  thought.  He  belongs  to  St.  Ansgar's 
Danish  Lutheran  church,  in  which  both  lie  and  his  wife  are  active  and  earnest  work- 
ers, doing  much  to  furthi  r  its  inttrrsts.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  republican 
yet  is  somewhat  independent,  voting  at  times  without  regard  to  party  ties  if  he  feels 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  public  will  be  conserved  thereby.  He  has  served  as 
school  trustee  and  as  treasurer  of  the  school  board  for  twelve  years  and  at  all  times 
stands  for  progress  and  improvement.  His  life  has  been  fraught  with  good  results 
for  the  benefit  of  the  community  and  for  the  furtherance  of  his  individual  interests, 
ny  sterling  traits  of  character,  is  held  in  high  esteem  wherever 
s  most  respected  where  he  is  best  known. 


WALTER  A.  GREEN. 


Walter  A.  Green,  proprietor  of  Green's  Transfer  Line  of  Columbus,  was  born  in 
Hopkinton,  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  April  25,  1872,  a  son  of  John  A.  and  Hannah 
M.  Cireen.  The  father  was  born  in  Indiana,  September  6,  1839,  and  with  his 
parents  removed  to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  where  he  erected  the  first  frame  house 
in  Hojjkiiiton,  the  other  dwellings  being  log  or  sod.  He  became  a  teamster  but  he 
put  aside  all  business  considerations  during  the  Civil  war  when,  aroused  by  a  spirit 
of  patriotism,  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Union  army,  joining  the  boys  in  blue  of 
Company  K,  Twenty-first  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  sustained  wounds  in  his 
leg  and  shoulder  and  it  seemed  that  on  various  other  occasions  he  could  hardly 
escape  injury,  for  he  was  often  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  amid  a  rain  of  leaden 
hail  from  the  enemy's  guns.  However,  he  lived  to  return  home  at  the  close  of  the 
war  and  in  1875  he  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Nebraska,  where  he  homesteaded 
land  and  improved  a  farm,  carrying  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  is  now  living  retired  at  Lincoln  and  well  merits  the  rest  which  has 
come  to  him.  His  religious  belief  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church  and  his  political 
faith   that  of   the   republican    party,   on   which   ticket   he    was   elected   constable  at 
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Cedar    Rapids.      His   has   been   an    active   life,    fraught   with   many   good    works   in 
behalf  of  his  family  and  of  his  country. 

Walter  A.  Green  attended  school  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Nebraska,  and  at  thirteen 
years  of  age  began  work  in  the  sugar  beet  fields  near  Norfolk.  Subsequently  he 
went  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  was  engaged  in  herding  cattle  near  there  through 
the  summer  seasons,  while  in  the  winter  months  he  attended  school.  Later  he 
began  a  teaming  business  in  Sioux  City,  where  he  continued  for  five  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Pierce  and  later  to  Norfolk  and  to  Edgemont,  South  Dakota, 
being  employed  at  various  kinds  of  work.  He  also  spent  a  year  as  an  employe  in 
the  Evans  Hotel  at  Hot  Springs,  South  Dakota,  and  for  twelve  years  he  was  with 
the  Homestake  Mining  Company  at  Deadwood.  He  then  returned  to  Nebraska, 
settling  at  Columbus,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  transfer  business. 
He  is  accorded  a  liberal  patronage  and  the  reliability  of  his  business  methods, 
combined  with  his  promptness  in  executing  orders,  is  one  of  the  features  of  his 
growing  success. 

In  1904  Ui.  Green  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marie  Uren,  who  passed 
away  on  the  14th  of  July,  1915,  leaving  three  children,  namely:  Walter,  born 
January  27,  1906;  Allen,  whose  birth  occurred  November  12,  1909;  and  Milton, 
born  June  18,  1911. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Green  has  voted  with 
the  republican  party.  In  fraternal  circles  he  is  well  known,  belonging  to  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen,  the  Owls 
and  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  His  father  set  him  an  example  of  patriotism  and  public- 
spirited  devotion  to  duty  which  he  has  ever  followed,  and  Columbus  numbers  him 
among  its  valued  and  representative  citizens. 


HENRY  BUSS. 


Henry  Buss  makes  his  home  on  section  8,  Bismark  township,  not  far  from  Co- 
lumbus, and  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  property  of  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  equipped  with  all  the  accessories,  conveniences  and  improvements  of  the  model 
farm.  He  was  born  in  1869,  in  the  township  in  which  he  still  makes  his  home. 
His  father,  Engleke  Buss,  was  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  and  was  married  in 
that  country  to  Miss  Helena  Suessens,  who  was  also  born  there.  They  continued 
their  residence  in  the  fatherland  until  1869,  when  they  made  the  voyage  across  the 
briny  deep  to  the  new  world.  They  did  not  tarry  on  the  Atlantic  coast  but  con- 
tinued at  once  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  Platte  county  being  their  destination. 
At  that  time  this  district  was  upon  the  Nebraska  frontier  and  the  work  of  develop- 
ment was  just  being  begun,  a  few  hardy  settlers  having  penetrated  into  the  county 
to  claim  its  rich  lands  and  convert  them  into  productive  fields.  Much  of  the  land 
was  still  in  the  possession  of  the  government,  so  that  Engleke  Buss  had  opportunity 
to  secure  a  homestead  claim  on  section  8,  Bismark  townshijj,  which  constituted  the 
nucleus  of  later  extensive  possessions,  for  he  added  to  his  holdings  from  time  to 
time  as  his  financial  resources  permitted  and  as  opportunity  offered  until  he  was  the 
owner  of  one  thousand  acres  of  rich  and  valuable  land,  thus  becoming  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  of  the  county.     His  life  record  showed  what  may  be  accomplished 
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when  energy  and  determination  lead  the  way.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buss  continued 
to  reside  upon  the  homestead  farm  until  called  to  their  final  rest.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  living:  Henry;  Fritz  and  Kate,  both  of 
whom  reside  on  the  old  home  farm;  Meta,  who  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Bakcnhus,  of 
Platte  county;  and  Helena,  the  deceased  wife  of  John  Bakenhus. 

Henry  Buss,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  and  no  event  of  special  importance  occurred  to  vary  the  routine  of  farm 
life  for  him  in  his  boyhood  days.  He  worked  with  his  father,  early  learning  the 
best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  forthe  crops.  His  educational  advantages 
tvere  those  offered  by  the  public  schools  and  after  his  textbooks  were  laid  aside  he 
concentrated  his  efforts  upon  farm  work,  remaining  on  the  old  homestead  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  thirty-four  years.  He  was  then  married  and,  having  inherited 
land  from  his  father,  he  began  farming  independently,  having  now  an  excellent 
property  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  8,  Bismark  township.  The 
land  is  well  developed  and  has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  while 
the  improvements  found  thereon  are  thoroughly  modern  and  attractive.  He  car- 
ries on  general  farming,  giving  his  attention  to  the  crops  best  adapted  to  soil  and 
climatic  conditions,  and  annually  his  harvests  are  gratifying.  In  connection  with 
his  brother  he  also  owns  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  in  Joliet  township. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  the  journey  of  life  Mr.  Buss  chose  Miss  Lizzie 
Bakenhus,  sister  of  John  Bakenhus,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  To  them  have  been  born  five  children,  namely:  Henry,  Edward,  Louise, 
Alma  and  Walter.  ]\Ir.  Buss  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church 
and  he  is  interested  in  the  moral  as  well  as  the  material  progress  of  the  community, 
giving  his  support  also  to  many  measures  which  have  to  do  with  the  civic  develop- 
ment of  this  part  of  the  state. 


JOHN  MARTIN  KELLEY. 

Nature  seems  to  have  intended  that  man  should  enjoy  a  period  of  rest  in  the 
evening  of  life.  In  early  manhood  he  is  possessed  of  energy,  courage,  ambition  and 
determination  and  as  the  years  go  on  these  qualities  are  directed  by  mature  judg- 
ment and  perseverance  is  added  thereto.  A  man  therefore  may  attain  success  if  he 
but  follows  correct  methods  and  in  the  evening  of  life  he  may  have  a  competence 
that  will  enable  him  to  put  aside  the  more  arduous  cares  of  business.  Such  has  been 
the  course  of  life  of  John  M.  Kelley,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Monroe.  He 
was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  Januarj'  31,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Charter  (Beeson)  Kelley.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Columbiana  county,  born 
in  1804,  and  after  living  there  for  a  long  period  he  removed  to  Hancock  county, 
whence  in  1857  he  came  to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Omaha.  He  afterward  took  up 
his  abode  in  Monroe  township,  Platte  county,  where  he  ])reempted  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  and  after  proving  up  on  it  he  sold  that  property  and  homesteaded 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Oconee  township.  He  had  the  \isual  experiences 
of  the  pioneer  settler,  who  is  forced  to  endure  hardships  and  privations  in  order  to 
establish  a  home  upon  the  frontier.  In  addition  to  tilling  the  soil  he  raised  cattle 
and  thus  continued  actively  in  business  until  his  death,  which  c 
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was  known  as  a  stalwart  advocate  of  democratic  principles  and  for  two  terms  filled 
the  office  of  county  supervisor.  His  widow  long  survived,  passing  away  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

John  M.  Kelley  obtained  his  education  in  the  jjublic  schools  of  Ohio  and  in 
1857  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Omaha,  although  at  that  time 
there  was  only  a  tiny  village  on  the  site  of  the  present  city.  He  preempted  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  there,  where  the  business  district  of  the  village  of  Irving- 
ton  now  stands,  and  he  lived  upon  that  tract  until  1867.  He  then  went  to  Kansas, 
where  he  resided  for  three  years,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  came  to  Platte 
county  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Monroe  township.  Throughout  the  years 
up  to  the  time  of  his  retirement  in  1906  his  attention  was  then  given  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits  and  his  farm  work  brought  to  him  a  substantial  reward  for 
his  labors. 

On  the  8th  of  February.  1859,  Mr.  Kelley  was  married  to  Miss  Henrietta  Becks, 
who  was  born  in  Brookville,  Indiana,  December  26,  1842,  and  passed  away  February 
15,  1876.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Amelia,  now  deceased;  Edward, 
living  in  South  Dakota;  Charles,  a  resident  of  Monroe;  Carrie,  living  in  North 
Platte,  Nebraska,  the  wife  of  William  Potter;  Frank,  of  Monroe;  and  Minnie,  the 
wife  of  Ole  Stumbaugh,  of  Council  Bluffs.  On  the  2d  of  November,  1879,  Mr.  Kel- 
ley was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Anna  Cox,  who  was  born  in 
Lincoln,  England,  and  passed  away  March  23,  1910,  leaving  a  son,  Lester,  who  is 
now  postmaster  of  Monroe. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Kellev  has  always  been  an  earnest  democrat  and  for 
one  term  he  served  as  county  commissioner  of  Douglas  county,  while  for  a  number 
of  years  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Platte  county,  his  decisions  being  strictly 
fair  and  impartial.  He  belongs  to  Lebanon  Lodge,  No.  58,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he 
is  a  consistent  and  earnest  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  is  serv- 
ing as  an  elder.  His  has  been  an  upright,  honorable  life  and  now  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  j'ears  he  can  look  back  over  the  past  without  regret  and  to  the  future 
without  fear,  while  his  example  may  well  serve  as  a  source  of  encouragement  and 
inspiration  to  others. 


CHARLES  S.  JAWORSKI. 

Charles  S.  Jaworski,  filling  the  office  of  dejjuty  sherifi'  of  Platte  county,  under 
Mark  Burke  and  making  his  home  in  Columbus,  was  born  in  Tarnov,  this  county,  on 
the  2d  of  April,  1881,  his  parents  being  Thomas  S.  and  Josephine  (Peconka)  Jaw- 
orski.  The  father  was  a  native  of  East  Prussia,  born  in  November,  1855,  and  in 
1872  came  to  America,  establishing  his  home  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
resided  for  four  years.  In  1876,  attracted  by  the  opportunities  of  the  growing  west, 
he  came  to  Platte  county  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Burrows  township,  where  he 
homesteaded  eighty  acres,  upon  which  he  lived  for  five  years.  The  place  was  en- 
tirely destitute  of  improvements  when  it  came  into  his  possession  and  not  a  furrow 
had  been  turned,  but  with  characteristic  energy  he  began  to  till  the  fields  and  de- 
velop the  property.  After  five  years  he  removed  to  Columbus  and  engaged  in  drilling 
wells   and   in   handling   farm   implements  and   machinery,  becoming  one  of   t!ie  sub- 
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stantial  merchants  and  business  men  of  the  city.  His  political  support  was  given 
the  democratic  party  and  he  took  an  active  part  in  advancing  its  interests  and 
securing  its  successes.  For  four  j^ears  he  filled  the  office  of  deputy  sheriff.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Austria  in  1860  and  they  were  married  in  the  fall  of  1879.  Mrs.  Jaw- 
orski  passed  awaj^  in  1883,  while  Mr.  Jaworski  survived  for  thirty  years,  his  death 
occurring  on  tlie  1  ith  of  September,  1913.  Both  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Catholic  church. 

Their  son,  Charles  S.  Jaworski,  was  educated  in  the  parochial  schools  of  Co- 
lumbus and  on  starting  out  in  life  on  liis  own  account  was  emialoyed  at  farm  labor 
for  three  years.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  well  and  implement  business, 
in  which  he  remained  for  three  years,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Railway  Company  as  a  car  repairer,  spending  six  months  in  that  connection. 
He  was  then  made  inspector,  which  position  he  filled  for  four  years  in  Columbus 
and  for  four  years  in  South  Omaha.  He  then  returned  to  this  city  and  was  engaged 
in  the  well  business  for  six  and  a  half  years  but  sold  out  in  1915,  after  being 
appointed  to  the  office  of  deputy  sheriff — a  position  which  his  father  had  previously 
acceptably  filled  and  in  which  he  is  making  an  equally  creditable  record. 

Mr.  Jaworski  was  married  January  10,  1906,  to  Miss  Alary  Gurek,  who  was 
born  in  Austria  in  1887,  and  who  by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Thomas,  who  was  born  October  30,  1906.  and  Barbara,  born  December  5, 
1909,  both  attending  parochial  school;  and  Helen,  whose  birth  occurred  July  11, 
1914. 

The  family  adhere  to  the  Catholic  faith  and  contribute  generously  to  the  sup- 
piort  of  the  church.  Mr.  Jaworski  belongs  to  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  he  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party, 
which  he  has  supported  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise.  He 
is  well  known  in  the  county  where  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed  and 
where  substantial  qualities  have  won  for  him  the  friendship  and  regard  of  many 
with  whom  he  has  become  acquainted. 


CHRISTIAN   M.  GRUF.NTHER. 

Christian  M.  Gruenther  has  the  distinction  of  having  been  elected  for  the  fourth 
time  as  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Platte  countv',  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  prominent  leaders  of  the  democratic  party  in  his  section  of  the  state.  In  fact, 
his  opinions  carry  weight  in  party  councils  throughout  Nebraska  and  his  efforts  have 
been  manifest  in  tangible  results  for  advancement  and  improvement.  He  was  born 
in  Springfield,  Wisconsin,  October  6,  1871,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Agnes  (Greisen) 
Gruenther,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Rhenish  province  of  Germany,  where 
they  were  reared  and  married.  The  father  was  born  in  1838  and  in  1869  he  brought 
his  family  to  America,  settling  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  for 
three  years.  He  came  to  Platte  county  in  1872,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Columbus, 
where  he  remained  until  1880  and  then  removed  with  his  family  to  St.  Bernard 
township,  Platte  county.  There  his  wife  died  the  following  year  and  in  1890  he 
removed  to  Oregon,  passing  away  at  Mount  Angel,  that  state,  in  ISgi. 
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Cliristian  .M.  Gnientlicr  had  only  six  months'  schooling  up  to  the  time  that  he 
attained  the  age  of  twt  nty-two  years.  He  was  only  in  his  first  year  when  brought  to 
this  state  and  he  worki d  on  t.inns  in  Platte  county  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
fiftten,  when  he  went  to  .Minnoota.  where  he  was  employed  in  connection  with  what 
is  now  the  Great  Northern  Railroad  system,  aiding  in  the  work  of  ballasting  and 
clearing  the  roadway  into  Winnipeg.  After  a  summer  spent  in  that  way  he  returned 
to  Platte  county,  where  he  again  worked  on  a  farm  for  a  year.  He  next  went  to 
the  Black  Hills,  but  finding  no  employment  there,  he  made  his  way  to  \\yoming, 
where  he  spent  a  summer  in  railroad  grading.  In  the  fall  of  that  yc  ar.  in  iciruuetion 
with  three  others,  he  took  a  contract  to  get  out  rock  to  be  used  in  liuildiiig  culverts 
for  the  railroad.  He  next  went  to  Colorado  and  worked  for  six  weeks  in  the  Cripple 
Creek  district  pros])ecting.  He  found  nothing,  however,  to  reward  his  search  and 
accepted  employment  on  a  dairy  ranch  near  Denver,  where  he  remained  for  nine- 
teen months.  All  the  money  which  he  earned  during  that  period  he  placed  in  a 
savings  bank  in  Denver,  but  the  bank  failed  and  he  lost  every  cent.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  accepted  the  position  of  manager  of  the 
Greisen  farm,  which  he  conducted  for  three  years  in  a  most  capable  manner,  accept- 
ing that  responsibility  when  but  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  and  entered  the  Western  Normal  College,  for  he  realized  the  value  of 
education  and  desired  to  supplement  his  early  limited  training  and  the  lessons 
which  he  had  learned  in  the  school  ot  experience,  by  a  more  advanced  scholastic 
course.  That  he  applied  himself  most  diligenth'  to  the  task  is  indicated  in  the  fact 
that   he   completed   the  three  years'   teachers'   course   in  nineteen   months. 

Mr.  Gruenther  then  returned  to  Platte  county  and  established  his  home  at  Platte 
Center,  where  he  entered  the  fire  insurance  business,  being  thus  engaged  for  eight 
months.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased  the  Platte  Center  Signal,  a  weekly 
democratic  paper,  and  withdrew  from  the  insurance  field  to  devote  his  time  to 
newspaper  publication.  In  1898  he  was  given  charge  of  a  defunct  bank,  the  Farm- 
ers &  Merchants  at  Platte  Center,  and  from  it  he  organized  the  Platte  County 
Bank,  of  which  he  was  made  cashier,  so  continuing  for  two  years.  On  leaving  the 
bank  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  district  court  in  1899  and  has 
been  reelected  three  times,  a  fact  indicative  of  his  capability  and  the  faithfulness 
and  promptness  with  which  he  discharges  the  duties  of  this  position.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber and  treasurer  of  the  Becker,  Hockenberger  &  Chambers  Company  and  an  officer 
and  stockholder  of  the  Guaranty  Loan  &  Trust  Company  of  Columbus.  He  has 
been  frequently  appointed  in  Platte  and  adjoining  counties  as  referee  and  trustee 
to  handle  and  sell  the  real  estate  belonging  to  estates  and  in  that  capacity  has  done 
more  work  than  any  man  in  X.braska. 

On  the  18th  of  July.  INOS.  in  Platte  Center,  Mr.  Gruenther  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  Slica.  a  dauij,hter  of  Thomas  Shea,  and  their  living  children  are: 
Alfred  M.,  Homer  H.,  Leona,  Louis  and  Verona.  The  third  child,  Lester,  died  May 
17,  19H',  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

The  parents  are  Catholics  in  religious  faith  and  Mr.  CJruenther  also  holds  mem- 
bership with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Sons  of  Herman  and  tlie 
Knights  of  Columbus. 

In  1908  he  organized  the  Bryan  Volunteers  and  later  served  as  secretary  of 
the  state  committee  and  president  of  the  Nebraska  State  Democratic  Club.  He 
is   one   of   the   most   farsighted   and  discriminating   democratic   leaders   in    the   state 
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and  largely  to  his  efforts  is  credited  the  election  of  the  Bryan  electors  in  1908 
and  Shallenberger  for  governor  and  Hitchcock  to  the  United  States  senate  in  U»10. 
He  is  recognized  as  a  dynamic  force  in  connection  with  any  activity  in  wliiili  he 
becomes  interested.  Persistently  he  pushes  his  way  forward  to  sucirss  •mil  what 
he  accomplishes  represents  the  fit  and  wise  utilization  of  time  and  oppui-tiiiiity. 


WILLIAM  TAGGERT  STROTHER. 

William  Taggert  Strother  is  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  a  retired 
farmer  of  Platte  county,  now  living  in  Monroe.  He  was  also  well  known  as  a  news- 
paper ))iiblislier  and  the  success  which  he  achieved  in  these  different  connections 
now  enables  him  to  rest  from  further  labors.  He  has  passed  the  seventy-sixth  mile- 
stone on  life's  journey,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  July  13, 
1839,  his  parents  being  John  J.  and  Margaret  (Moody)  Strother.  The  father, 
who  devoted  his  life  to  general  agricultural  pursuits,  died  in  1864  at  the  age  of 
sixty- four  years,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1847,  when  but  forty-five  years  of 
age. 

William  T.  Strother  acquired  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive state  and  during  vacation  periods  worked  upon  his  father's  farm  in  Hancock 
county,  Ohio,  assisting  in  its  cultivation  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
when  he  started  out  upon  an  independent  business  career  by  clerking  in  a  store  in 
Van  Buren,  Ohio.  After  spending  two  years  in  that  way  he  began  learning  the 
printer's  trade  at  Paulding,  Ohio,  being  thus  occupied  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war,  when,  his  patriotic  spirit  aroused  by  the  attempt  to  overthrow  the  Union,  he 
offered  his  services  to  the  government  and  joined  the  "boys  in  blue"  of  Company 
G,  Fourteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  ninety  days'  service,  enlisting  April 
22,  1861.  He  was  discharged  on  the  13th  of  August  following,  after  having  par- 
ticipated ill  tlic  battles  of  Philippi,  Laurel  Hill  and  Carrick's  Ford.  A  year  passed 
and  he  reenlisted  on  the  26th  of  August,  1861,  joining  Company  D,  Twentj'-first 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  With  his  command  he  participated  in  thirty-nine  engage- 
ments, including  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  ]Missionary  Ridge,  Buz- 
zards Roost,  Resaca,  Kingston,  Pickett's  Mills,  Vining  Station,  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  was  also  with  Sherman  on  the  march  to  the  sea.  When 
the  war  was  over  he  took  part  in  the  grand  review  at  Washington,  D.  C,  the  most 
celebrated  military  pageant  ever  seen  on  the  western  hemisphere,  and  on  the  26th 
of  August,  1865,  he  was  honorably  discharged,  returning  home  with  a  most  credit- 
able military  record. 

Not  long  afterward  Mr.  Strother  left  Ohio  and  came  west  to  Nebraska  City, 
Nebraska.  He  walked  from  there  to  Omaha  and  on  to  Monroe,  arriving  at  the  latter 
place  on  the  7lh  of  December,  1865.  He  then  devoted  his  energies  to  farming  and 
also  issued  The  Bulletin  at  Fairmont  for  five  or  six  years.  He  carefully  and  wisely 
directed  his  agricultural  interests  until  he  acquired  a  substantial  measure  of  suc- 
cess and  since   190t  has  lived  retired  in  Monroe. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  1867,  Mr.  Strother  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Adeline  E.  Gerrard,  who  was  born  May  11,  1831,  and  passed  away  July  4,  1912, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years.     They  became  the  parents  of  three  ehil- 
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dren:  Robert  G.,  now  living  in  Monroe;  Mabel,  the  wife  of  A.  E.  Matson,  a  farmer; 
and  Frank  K.,  of  Omaha. 

In  politics  Mr.  Strother  is  a  republican  but  votes  according  to  the  dictates  of 
his' judgment  and  his  conscience.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Presbyterian  and  has 
long  been  a  loyal  adherent  of  the  church.  He  also  has  membership  in  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  is  as  true  to  his  country  in  days  of  peace  as  when  he 
followed  the  stars  and  stripes  upon  the  battlefields  of  the  south  and  aided  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Union. 


FRED  KEELER. 


Fred  Keeler,  devotiiip;  his  time  and  energies  to  general  farming  on  section  18, 
Lost  Creek  township,  win  r,  lie  lias  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  was  born 
February  17.  1880,  in  tin-  township  where  he  still  makes  his  home.  His  parents 
were  John  and  Mary  E.  (Bacon)  Keeler,  who  in  the  year  1871  came  to  Nebraska 
from  Orleans  county.  New  York,  where  the  father  was  reared.  He  secured  land  in 
this  state  with  a  military  grant  which  was  given  him  in  recognition  of  his  service 
in  the  Civil  war.  He  belonged  to  the  Twenty-eighth  New  York  Infantry  and  went 
to  the  front,  where  he  participated  in  a  number  of  hotly  contested  battles  until  he 
was  wounded,  after  which  he  was  honorably  discharged.  He  belonged  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  at  Monroe  and  he  passed  away  in  this  county  June  17,  191  K 
His  wife  survived  him  almost  a  year,  her  demise  occurring  February  17,  1913.  To 
them  were  born  four  children:  Edith,  the  wife  of  E.  M.  Johnson,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Lost  Creek  township;  Ethel,  the  wife  of  T.  D.  Selmeyer,  also  farming  in  Lost 
Creek  township;  Hattie,  the  wife  of  Ben  Xelson,  of  the  same  township:  and  Fred, 
of  this  review. 

Tlie  last  named,  the  only  son  in  the  family,  acquired  a  common-school  educa- 
tion and  spent  his  youthful  days  upon  the  home  farm,  early  beginning  work  in  the 
fields.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  started  for  himself  on  the  home  farm  and 
has  since  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  with  the  result  that  he  has  brought 
the  fields  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  annually  gathers  good  crops.  His 
methods  are  at  once  practical  and  progressive  and  his  labors  are  attended  with  a 
measure  of  success  that  is  very  gratifying.  He  makes  stock-raising  a  feature  of 
his  business,  handling  Chester  White  hogs  and  Red  Polled  cattle.  He  likewise  has 
important  financial  interests,  for  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Com 
pany  and  the  Farmers  Coal  Company,  both  of  Monroe,  and  in  the  Monroe  Inde- 
pendent Telephone  Company. 

On  the  21th  of  May,  1905,  Mr.  Keeler  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jose- 
phine Rudman,  a  daughter  of  Olaf  and  Lena  (Johnson)  Rudman  and  a  native  of 
Polk  county,  Nebraska.  Their  children  are  Helen,  Gladys,  Milo  Robert,  Lena  Anna, 
Mary  Cecelia  and  Harold  Kenneth. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Keeler  is  a  republican,  voting  for  the  candidates  of  the 
party  where  national  issues  are  involved,  but  at  local  elections)  where  there  is  no 
question  save  of  the  capability  of  the  candidate  to  take  care  of  the  business  of  town 
or  county,  he  casts  an  independent  ballot.  Interested  in  the  cause  of  education,  he 
is  now  servinu  for  a  second  term  as  school  director.     His  fellow  townsmen  regard 
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him  as  an  enterprising  young  farmer  and  his  business  ability  is  winn 
vancement.  He  is  energetic  and  persistent  in  all  that  he  does  and  is  we] 
the  thorough  reliability  of  his  business  methods. 


CHARLES  WEBSTER  HILL. 

Cliarles  ^^'cbstcr  Hill  is  a  representative  young  business  man  of  Monroe,  where 
he  is  conducting  a  drug  store.  He  was  born  in  Monroe  township,  Platte  county, 
on  the  8th  of  March.  189'i.  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Hill,  his  father 
being  one  cif  the  \v,ll  known.  pnHiiin.nt  -ind  successful  farmers  of  Lost  Creek 
townsiiii>.  Rf.ind  uiid,  r  tli.  parnit.-il  root.  Cii.n-les  Webster  Hill  pursued  a  public- 
school  educition  until  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  Monroe  and  later  he  bene- 
fited by  a  course  in  the  Columbus  Commercial  College.  In  his  youthful  days  he 
worked  upon  the  houu-  farm  and  early  became  familiar  with  all  the  duties  and  Labors 
incident  to  the  development  and  improvement  of  a  farm  property.  After  leaving 
home  he  spent  four  months  in  Colorado,  but  returned  to  Platte  county  and  on  the 
6th  of  April,  1915,  purchased  his  drug  store  in  Monroe.  He  is  now  successfully 
carrying  on  the  business,  having  a  well  appointed  store,  in  which  he  carries  a  good 
line  of  drugs  and  druggists'  sundries.  Already  In-  has  gained  a  liberal  patronage 
and  he  is  conducting  his  business  according  to  tlu  principle  that  satisfied  customers 
are  the  best  advertisement. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hill  is  independent.  He  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  he  has  many  substantial  qualities  which  are  not  only  winning  him  success  in 
business  but  have  also  gained  him  popularity  in  social  circles. 


JOSEPH  ALFRED  BORG. 

Joseph  Alfred  Borg,  a  successful  farmer  residing  on  section  2,  Walker  town- 
ship, was  born  in  that  township  on  the  .Slst  of  August,  1886,  a  son  of  Gustave  A. 
and  Caroline  (Johnson)  Borg.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Ostergotland,  Sweden, 
in  181.2,  remained  in  his  native  land  until  1869,  when  he  came  to  America  and  lo- 
cated near  Peoria,  Illinois.  In  1881,  however,  he  continued  his  way  westward  and 
settled  in  Walker  township,  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  purchasing  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  to  which  he  later  added  eighty  acres.  He  carried  on  general  farming 
and  received  a  gratifying  income  from  his  land.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Swedish 
Methodist  church,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  trustees,  and  was  at  all  times  willing 
to  aid  in  its  work  in  an}-  way  possible.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the 
republican  party.  He  passed  away  in  1907.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Smaland, 
Sweden,  in  ISIT,  is  still  living  and  resides  in  Ivewman  Grove.  To  them  were  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  six  are  living.  One  daughter,  Jennie,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Frank  Lawrence  and   they   are  missionaries  in  China. 

Joseph  A.  Borg  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  in  the  acquirement  of  his 
education  attended  the  public  schools.  In  1906  he  took  charge  of  the  operation  of 
the  home  place  and  has  proved  a  progressive  and  efficient  agriculturist.      In   addi- 
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tion  to  growing  the  usual  crops  he  raises  a  good  grade  of  stock  and  derives  a  grati- 
fying income  from  both  branches  of  his  business.  He  plans  his  work  well  and  while 
lie  is  practical  in  the  methods  used  he  is  also  willing  to  adopt  any  innovation  when 
its  value  has  been  proved. 

On  the  Mth  of  December,  1910,  Mr.  Borg  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eunice 
Paulson,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Johnson)  Paulson,  who  still  live  in  Nance 
county,  this  state.     ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Borg  have  a  son,  Myron. 

Mr.  Borg  is  a  democrat  and  has  served  as  township  treasurer  and  as  township 
clerk,  proving  an  efficient  and  conscientious  official.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  the 
work  of  the  Swedish  iNIethodist  church,  of  which  he  is  now  serving  as  a  trustee,  and 
his  life  is  guided  by  high  ethical  standards.  He  is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  young 
farmers  of  the  countv  and  his  continued  success  seems  assured. 


MARTIN  CHRISTEXSEN. 

Martin  Christensen  has  been  a  factor  in  tlie  agricultural  development  of  the 
county  as  his  present  well  improved  farm  in  Joliet  township  was  a  tract  of  wild 
prairie  land  when  it  came  into  his  possession.  He  was  born  in  Denmark  on  the 
23d  of  November,  1863,  of  the  marriage  of  Jens  and  Sine  (Michaelsen)  Christen- 
sen, both  of  whom  were  born  in  that  county  in  1833.  They  were  married  in  their 
native  land  and  continurd  to  reside  there  until  KS79.  when  they  came  to  the  United 
States.  Making  their  way  U>  ihr  iiiiclcllr  wrst.  tli.y  srttl.d  in  ,loli,t  township,  Platte 
county,  Nebraska,  where  the  fath.r  purelias,.!  rinhty  aeres  of  land,  only  ten  acres 
of  which  were  broken.  He  built  a  sod  house,  which  was  the  usual  dwelling  of  the 
pioneers  in  this  state,  and  this  remained  the  family  residence  for  seven  years.  He 
met  with  success  as  a  farmer  and  is  now  living  retired  in  Walker  township. 

Martin  Christensen  was  early  trained  to  farm  work  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  this  county  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  and  gave  his  parents 
the  greater  part  of  his  wages,  thus  assisting  them  to  get  a  start  in  the  new  world. 
In  1882  he  purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land,  which  he  broke  with  oxen  in  1881. 
At  that  time  Columbus  was  the  nearest  trading  point  and  it  required  two  days  to 
make  the  trip  there  and  back  with  oxen.  As  the  years  have  passed  he  has  made 
many  improvements  upon  his  place,  and  his  land  is  all  in  a  high  state  of  cultiv.ation. 
He  carries  on  general  farming,  which  he  finds  more  profitable  than  specializing  in 
either  grain  or  stock-raising,  and  he  has  won  a  competence. 

Mr.  Christensen  was  married  July  12,  1885,  to  Miss  Annie  M.  Jensen,  likewise 
a  native  of  Denmark,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1882.  Her  parents,  Ras- 
mus and  ISIatte  (Hansen)  Jensen,  were  lifelong  residents  of  that  country.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christensen  are  twelve  in  number,  namely:  Martha,  the 
wife  of  Peter  Petersen,  a  resident  of  Minnesota ;  Richard,  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  Joliet  township;  Anton,  also  a  farmer  of  Joliet  township;  Sarah,  the  wife  of 
John  Rood  of  the  same  township;  Sine;  Alfred;  John;  Otto;  Elmer;  Oscar;  Sigurd; 
and  Annie. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Danish  Lutheran  chureii.  In 
politics  Mr.  Christensen  has  always  been  a  republican  and  has  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  public  affairs.     He  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district  for  several  years. 
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iirst  as  a  director  and  later  as  treasurer.  He  is  now  filling  the  office  of  town  clerk 
for  a  third  term.  He  has  thoroughly  identified  his  interests  with  those  of  Platte 
county  and  can  be  depended  upon  to  further  the  general  advancement  in  anj'  way 
possible.  He  is  widely  known  throughout  the  county  and  those  who  have  been  the 
most  intimately  associated  with  him  are  his  stanchest  friends,  which  is  proof  of  his 
genuine  worth. 


FRANK  AERNI. 

Frank  Aerni  owns  and  occupies  a  farm  that  comprises  the  east  one-half  of  section 
11,  Columbus  township,  and  in  his  chosen  life  work  employs  the  most  progressive 
methods  of  modern  farming,  his  labors  being  attended  with  excellent  results.  He 
has  lived  in  Platte  county  continuously  since  1881,  although  he  is  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land. His  birth  occurred  in  Canton  Solothurn  on  the  6th  of  January,  18 16,  his 
parents  being  Alois  and  Elizabeth  (Stempfly)  Aerni.  The  father  followed  farming 
on  a  small  scale  in  Switzerland  and,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  rendered 
military  service  to  his  country.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  who  were  members  of  the 
Catholic  church,  have  now  passed  away. 

Frank  Aerni  acquired  a  common-school  education  while  spending  his  j'outhful 
daj's  in  his  parents'  home  and  later  learned  the  business  of  cheese  making,  becoming 
an  adept  in  that  work  for  which  his  country  is  famous.  He  also  served  his  time  in 
the  army  and  continued  a  resident  of  Switzerland  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years,  when  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  America,  crossing  the 
Atlantic  in  188i.  He  made  his  way  direct  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he 
was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  three  years,  during  which  period  he  carefully  saved 
his  earnings  until  he  felt  justified  in  engaging  in  farm  work  on  his  own  account. 
He  then  rented  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  farmed  for  six  years, 
and  during  that  time  his  diligence  and  economy  brought  him  sufficient  capital  to 
enable  him  to  invest  in  property.  He  became  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  which  he  carefully  tilled  for  eighteen  years,  and  then  sold  the  entire  half 
section.  He  then  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  11,  Columbus 
township,  and  also  about  five  acres  of  timber.  He  has  since  resided  upon  this  place, 
which  is  largely  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  winter  wheat — a  crop  which  he  raises 
with  great  success.  He  also  raises  some  stock  and  the  various  branches  of  his  farm 
work  are  carefully  managed  and  directed.  He  has  erected  a  modern  residence  and 
good  outbuildings  and  his  farm  presents  a  neat  and  thrifty  appearance.  The  place 
is  divided  into  fields  of  convenient  size  by  well  kept  fences  and  the  latest  improved 
machinery  facilitates  his  work. 

In  1870  Mr.  Aerni  was  united  in  marriage  to  IMiss  Magdalena  Christian,  who 
died  in  1879,  leaving  six  children:  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Jack  London,  of  Columbus: 
Elizabeth,  also  living  in  Columbus;  Frank,  whose  home  is  in  Columbus  township; 
Albert,  who  resides  in  Columbus  township;  Lydia,  the  wife  of  Ed  Eissenwoin,  of 
Creston,  Nebraska ;  and  Freda,  living  in  Columbus.  Mr.  Aerni  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Rosina  Eckert,  who  died  June  23,  1912,  leaving  four 
children:  Emma,  the  wife  of  Charles  Gotel,  of  Columbus;  Jacob,  whose  home  is  in 
Bismark  township ;  Clara  A.,  a  chiropractor,  following  her  profession  in  Columbus ; 
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and  Arthur,  who  is  in  Bismarck,  Nebraska.  On  the  19th  of  September,  1913,  Mr. 
Aerni  wedded  Marie  Eckley,  who  was  born  in  Canton  Bern,  Switzerland,  May  20, 
1870. 

Mr.  Aerni  is  a  democrat,  yet  is  very  liberal  in  his  views  concerning  politics  and 
many  other  questions.  He  belongs  to  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  his  has  been 
an  upright,  honorable  life  that  conforms  to  its  teachings  and  that  has  won  for  him 
the  merited  respect  and  high  regard  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 


JAxMES  A.  BAKER. 


When  the  tocsin  of  war  sounded  and  men  from  all  ranks  of  life  flocked  to  the 
standard  of  the  nation,  going  from  the  fields,  the  countinghouses,  the  banks  and  the 
offices,  James  A.  Baker  was  among  the  number  and  merits  the  gratitude  which  the 
country  owes  to  her  soldiers,  who  preserved  the  Union  intact.  He  is  now  a  valued 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  post  at  Monroe,  having  made  his  home  in  that  town  since 
he  retired  from  active  connection  with  farm  work,  to  which  he  devoted  many  years. 
He  was  born  in  Wasliington  county,  Ohio,  November  28,  184.1,  a  son  of  Benja- 
min and  Polly  J5ak,T.  also  natives  of  that  state.  The  father,  who  was  a  cripple, 
devoted  his  life  to  tailoring.  In  1848  he  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  at  Weather- 
field,  Henry  county,  where  he  was  a  pioneer  tailor,  continuing  in  business  there  until 
his  later  years  and  also  becoming  the  owner  of  lands  in  that  county.  He  died  when 
past  the  age  of  eighty. 

In  his  boyhood  days  James  A.  Baker  pursued  his  education  in  a  little  log  school- 
liouse  provided  with  slab  seats  and  he  met  many  of  the  experiences  incident  to  life 
on  the  frontier.  He  remained  at  home  until  February  28,  1862,  when  he  enlisted 
for  service  in  tlie  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Sixty-fifth  Illinois  Infan- 
try, at  Chicago.  Thus  in  the  prime  of  young  manhood  he  went  to  the  front  to  face 
danger  and  death  for  his  country.  The  regiment  proceeded  to  Tennessee  and  joined 
the  brigade  of  the  Tliird  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  under  General  Scho- 
field,  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Mr.  Baker  with  his  regiment  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Xasliville  and  Lookout  Mountain,  the  siege  of  Atlanta  and  started 
with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea,  but  his  command  was  turned  back  to  guard 
Nashville.  He  was  assigned  to  duty  at  driving  a  tool  wagon,  driving  six  mules  on  a 
jerk  line.  He  was  slightly  wounded  at  Strawberry  Plains,  Tennessee,  and  for 
three  years  was  active  in  service,  being  mustered  out  at  Chicago,  May  2,  1865. 

Mr.  Baker  then  returned  to  Weatherfield  and  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  in 
that  locality  until  May,  1873,  when  he  came  to  this  couuty  and  secured  a  homestead 
claim  on  section  14.  Monroe  township.  Uv  broke  a  part  ol  liis  prairie  land  with  ox 
teams  and  immediately  after  his  arrival  built  i  little  tram,  liousr  t,.,ii-t.en  by  sixteen 
feet.  He  started  in  to  make  a  good  home  but  it  was  a  difficult  task  in  the  early 
days,  requiring  patience,  perseverance  and  close  economy,  but  his  labors  wrought  a 
change  as  the  years  went  on  and  he  kept  adding  to  his  lands  until  he  had  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  of  which  he  still  owns  two  hundred  acres.  He  carried  on 
general  farming  and  developed  a  valuable  farm,  in  which  the  fields  were  carefully 
tilled,  while  g)od  improvements  were  added,  eniiancing  the  attractive  appearance  of 
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his  place.  He  was  an  active  and  progressive  man  in  all  that  he  did,  furthering  the 
public  welfare  as  well  as  advancing  his  individual  interests. 

Mr.  Baker  assisted  in  building  the  schoolhousc  near  his  liiniic  in  the  early  days 
and  has  ever  been  the  champion  of  the  cause  of  ediieatii'ii.  In  his  political  views 
he  was  a  reiiuhlican  for  many  years,  "voting  the  way  he  shot,"  but  later  he  has 
been  idmlifiMl  with  tlie  progressive  movement.  He  has  also  been  interested  in  the 
moral  diM  l..|iiiu  iil  of  the  community  and  assisted  in  building  the  Congregational 
church  near  his  liouic.  In  faith,  however,  he  is  a  Methodist  and  was  active  in 
advancing  the  interests  of  tliat  denomination  when  church  services  were  held  in  the 
schoolhouse.  From  that  time  to  the  present  he  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  moral  interests  of  the  community  and  his  influence  has  always  been  on  the  side 
of  right  and  progress. 

On  the  1st  of  Januar^v,  1867,  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Matilda 
Wiley,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  They  have  become  the  parents 
of  five  children:  Stella,  the  wife  of  Joe  Hollingshead,  a  real-estate  agent  and 
general  merchant  of  Arcadia,  Nebraska,  by  whom  she  has  eight  children ;  Eva,  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Sallach,  living  near  Albion,  Nebraska,  by  whom  she  has  five  chil- 
dren; Olive,  the  wife  of  James  R.  Smith,  a  farmer  of  Monroe  township,  by  whom 
she  has  three  children;  Benjamin  J.,  a  farmer  of  Monroe  township,  who  is  married 
and  has  two  children;  and  Blanche,  the  wife  of  F.  !Mohler,  a  farmer  residing  near 
SpauUIing,  by  whom  she  has  three  children. 

Mr.  Baktr  continued  to  reside  upon  the  old  homestead  farm  with  his  family 
until  1911,  when,  their  children  all  having  married  and  left  home,  he  and  his  wife 
removed  to  Monroe,  where  they  now  occupy  a  pleasant  home.  He  has  retired  from 
active  business  and  is  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest.  They  have  both  displayed 
sterling  traits  of  character  and  their  many  good  qualities  are  appreciated  by  friends 
and  neighbors,  who  entertain  for  them  warm  and  enduring  regard.  Mr.  Baker  has 
never  believed  that  patriotism  means  mereh'  applauding  the  flag,  but  gave  demon- 
stration of  his  loyalty  upon  the  battlefields  of  the  south  and  has  always  manifested 
his  public  spirit  in  unfaltering  devotion  to  those  interests  which  tend  to  uplift 
of  the  individual  and  of  the  community. 


MATHIAS  WILSON. 


For  thirty  years  Mathias  Wilson,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Woodville  town- 
ship, has  resided  in  this  county  and  for  much  of  that  time  he  has  actively  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a  native  of  Denmark,  though  born  in  what  is  now 
North  Schleswig,  Germany,  on  the  2ith  of  i\Iay,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Willis  S. 
and  Anna  Matilda  Christina  (Marquison)  Wilson,  also  natives  of  that  country, 
who  in  1881  came  to  the  United  States.  They  resided  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois, 
until  1888,  but  in  that  year  they  removed  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  they 
passed  their  remaining  years.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  and  a 
half  years  and  the  mother  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years  and  nine 
months. 

Mathias  Wilson  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  received  his  education 
in  his  native  country,  where  he  remained  until  lie  was  twenty-six  j-ears  of  age.     He 
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then  accompanied  liis  parents  to  the  United  States  and  in  188S  came  with  them 
to  Platte  county.  He  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  farming  and  was  verj-  suc- 
cessful in  that  occupation.  Three  years  before  he  became  a  resident  of  this  county 
he  purcliased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  section  27,  Woodville  township,  and  he  has 
since  added  forty  acres,  his  holdings-  now  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
He  has  good  buildings,  including  two  substantial  and  commodious  residences,  and 
his  farm  is  one  of  the  best  developed  in  the  township.  As  the  years  passed  his 
resources  increased  and,  feeling  that  he  has  accumulated  a  competence,  he  is  now 
living  retired,  renting  his  farm  to  his  son-in-law. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1882,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Wilson  and  Miss 
Adele  Christina  Senoxsen,  also  a  native  of  Denmark,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
with  her  parents,  Carl  and  Anna  Christina  (Troustes)  Senoxsen,  at  the  same  time 
as  Mr.  Wilson.  They  had  known  each  other  well  in  Denmark  and  were  married  the 
year  following  their  emigration  to  this  country.  They  have  two  children:  Anna 
Christina,  the  wife  of  Andrew  C.  Johnson,  who  is  operating  his  fatlier-in-law's 
farm  and  by  whom  she  has  a  daughter,  Adele;  and  William  S.,  a  farmer  of  Wood- 
ville township,  who  married  Miss  Ruth  Wingren,  by  whom  he  has  two  children, 
Viola  Adele  and  Leland. 

Mr.  Wilson  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  candidates  whom  he  believes  best 
fitted  for  office  without  regard  to  party  ties,  and  has  not  taken  an  active  part  in 
politics.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Danish  Lutheran  church,  to  the  support 
of  which  he  contributes,  and  his  life  has  always  been  guided  by  high  ethical  prin- 
ciples. He  is  recognized  as  a  valued  citizen  and  there  are  many  who  hold  him  in 
the  warmest  personal  esteem. 


E.  A.  GERRARD. 


E.  A.  Gerrard,  publisher  of  the  Monroe  Looking  Glass,  is  a  pioneer  resident 
of  Platte  county,  his  memory  forming  a  connecting  link  between  the  primitive  past 
and  the  progressive  present.  The  past,  with  its  Indian  disturbances  and  the  inter- 
vening times  of  turmoil  and  prosperity,  is  all  an  open  book  to  him.  That  he  fosters 
every  move  that  tends  to  promote  the  welfare  of  Platte  county  is  admitted  by  all. 
He  was  born  in  !NLanchester,  England.  His  father,  Joseph  Gerrard,  was  also  a 
native  of  England  but  became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  took 
up  his  abode  in  New  York.  His  mother  was  of  the  historical  Allen  family,  born  in 
New  Bedford,  Massachusetts.  E.  A.  Gerrard  was  reared  in  Rock  Island,  Illinois. 
When  eighteen  years  of  age,  in  1853,  he  went  across  the  plains  to  Calif (.rnia.  The 
trip  was  quite  long  with  ox  team,  taking  five  months  and  five  days  from  the  crossing 
of  the  Mississippi  to  the  crossing  of  the  Sacramento.  Rock  Island  had  but  recently 
secured  a  telegraph  line  and  had  no  railroad.  Gerrard  saw  his  first  one  after 
years  and  at  Sacramento.  There  were  only  the  usual  incidents  on  the  trip.  The 
Platte  river  had  overflowed  its  banks  and  no  buffaloes  were  seen  except  a  few 
while  hunting  in  the  hills.  The  Indians  were  usually  friendly,  only  once  making 
trouble  by  shooting  arrows  into  cattle  and  taking  one  rifle  shot  which  passed  over 
Gerrard's   head,   he   being  quite   short. 

He  spent  six  years  on  this  first  trip  awaj-   from  home  and  traveled  over  much 
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of  tlK-  nortlitrn  part  of  California,  in  the  mountains  and  amid  all  the  wild  life  of 
that  region.  He  saw  much  of  life  in  the  mines  and  of  the  Indians,  Chinese,  etc. 
He  hunted  grizzly  bear  and  followed  hostile  Indians  and  saw  the  changes  that  came 
to  the  state  under  the  vigilance  committee  in  1856  and  1857.  He  returned  home 
in  1859  by  way  of  Panama,  taking  his  first  ride  on  a  railroad  across  the  isthmus 
and  arri^ing  at  Monroe  (old  town)  in  July.  He  saw  the  returning  warriors  after 
the  absurdities  of  the  so  called  Pawnee  war,  the  bloodshed  being  one  Pawnee  pony 
killed,  the  white  warriors  making  it  good  by  giving  them  the  ]iony  of  Moreland. 
Mr.  Gerrard  was  present  when  the  Pawnee  tribe  ukuci!  to  Cniioa  frcmi  south  cf  the 
Platte.  He  was  a  regular  active  participant  in  all  tlu-  frontirr  life  of  the  h.eality 
and  was  present  at  a  battle  between  the  Sioux  and  Pawnees.  He  hunted  deer  and 
elk  on  the  Elkhorn  and  Cedar  with  Arnold  and  Frank  North,  being  out  thirty-two 
days  m  midwinter  on  one  trip. 

In  1862  Mr.  Gerrard  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army,  becoming  a  member 
of  the  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry,  He  made  a  trip  to  Pike's  Peak,  Colorado,  in 
186i  and  was  on  the  plains  when  the  Sioux  war  broke  out,  the  first  hostile  act  being 
the  killing  of  a  settler  near  Denver.  Two  men  were  killed  and  Mrs.  Pat  Murray  was 
wounded  on  tile  same  day  near  Monroe. 

.Mr.  Cerrai-.l  was  elected  county  clerk  of  Monroe  county  at  the  first  election 
after  coining  to  Nebraska.  He  was  a  participant  in  the  taking  over  of  Monroe 
county  as  a  part  of  Platte  eounty.  He  was  elected  county  commissioner  of  Platte 
while  away  from  home.  He  was  out  after  the  Sioux  when  they  stole  settlers'  horses 
several  times,  followed  them  win  n  they  took  the  Gerrard  horses  and  exchanged 
shots  with  them  near  Monroe.  In  1868  he  moved  to  Columbus,  handling  cattle  and 
horses.  He  was  engaged  by  government  contractors  to  guide  cattle  herds  from  the 
Loup  near  Genoa  to  I'ort  Randall  on  the  Mis.souri  river  in  1869,  making  the  first 
trail  across  the  tiieii  uiikiiduii  emnitry.  The  first  herd  was  ambushed  on  the 
Niobrara,  but   Gerrard   surprised   the    Indians  and  thwarted  their   efforts. 

He  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Columbus,  under  Hayes,  without  being  con- 
sulted. After  three  months,  being  continually  solicited,  he  accepted  and  served  for 
five  years,  Gerrard  says  this  is  the  only  case  he  knows  of  where  a  good  office 
chased  a  man  so  long  to  secure  acceptance.  During  the  St.  John  campaign  he 
became  a  political   |)n)liiliiticinist  and  has  supported  and  voted  the  ticket  ever  since. 

Mr.  Gerrard  was  unite  il  in  marriage  to  Thirza  B.  Smith,  who  has  been  an  active 
worker  in  church  and  tem|H'rancc  lines,  ]ia\iiiu-  In  en  the  ieti\c  agent  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Baptist  church  of  Columbus  aii.l  the  Wcnneus  Christian  Temperance 
Union  of  .Monroe,  of  which  she  was  the  pia  si.liii-  otiie.  r  Un-  twenty-five  years  and 
until  her  death  in  October,  1915. 

In  1889  ]Mr.  Gerrard  laid  out  the  present  town  of  Monroe,  putting  a  clause  in 
the  deed  to  all  lots  making  the  agreement  not  to  allow  the  alcoholic  liquor  traffic 
in  any  form  on  the  property  a  part  of  the  purchase  price  and  starting  the  Looking 
Glass  in  the  first  building  on  the  site  of  the  town.  As  a  result  of  the  opposition  to 
the  booze  business  !Mr.  Gerrard  waked  up  the  enmity  of  the  business,  who  vented 
their  spleen  upon  him  by  throwing  the  ma.terial  for  publication  of  "Looking  Glass" 
into  the  irrigation  diteh  and  wrecking  tlie  presses  and  office.  In  the  course  of 
vears  he  has  won   the   frieudshi))  of  tlie   better  class  of  people. 

He  united  with  the  Presbyteiian  church  in  Columbus  in  1871  and  has  been  an 
elder  in  the  Columbus  church  and  later  in  Monroe  since  that  time.     He  was  at  one 
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time  nominated  for  governor  by  the  prohibition  party  and  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  life  of  the  community.  He  was  active  in  planning  and  organizing  the  Monroe 
Farmers  Association,  whose  plan  of  cooperation  has  become  the  standard  in  the 
state  and  the  model  for  the  cooperative  law  in  the  Nebraska  statutes.  He  still  in 
1915  is  a  progressive  advocate  of  the  general  welfare  in  every  department,  being 
earnest  for  government  ownership  of  public  utilities,  including  railroads  and  banks, 
which  he  has  advocated  for  vears. 


.lOHX    BAKEXHUS. 


An  excellent  farm  projicrty  of  two  liundrtd  and  eighty  acres  pays  tribute  to  the 
care  and  labor  of  John  Bakmlius.  wluis,.  li„ni,-  is  situated  on  section  5,  Bismark 
township.  The  place  bears  little  rrsrnil.liiKv  t,i  the  farm  wliich  came  into  his  pos- 
session, for  he  has  made  many  iiKidtrn  inii)nivrnuiits  wiiieh  have  naturally  changed 
the  appearance  of  the  farm.  Platte  county  numbers  him  among  its  native  sons,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Shell  Creek  township,  October  13,  1872.  His  father, 
Henry  Bakenhus,  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  and  when  a  young  man  came 
to  the  United  States,  settling  in  1869  in  this  county,  which  was  then  a  frontier 
district,  the  work  of  development  and  of  civilization  having  scarcely  been  begun 
here.  He  married  Annie  Wilke,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Oldenburg,  Germany,  and 
they  took  up  their  abode  upon  a  farm  in  Shell  Creek  township,  their  first  home 
being  a  sod  house,  in  which  all  of  their  children  were  born.  The  father  secured 
land  by  homesteading  and,  while  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  nor  an  improvement 
made  upon  the  place,  he  at  once  began  its  cultivation  and  soon  the  sod  was  broken 
and  the  once  wild  prairie  was  bringing  forth  good  crops.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bakenhus 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living.  The  mother  jiassed 
away  in  1880  but  the  father  long  survived,  his  death  occurring  in  1910. 

John  Bakenhus  had  the  usual  experiences  of  the  farm  lad.  When  about  six 
years  of  age  he  began  his  education  by  attending  the  public  schools  and  therein 
mastered  the  common  branches  of  learning,  continuing  his  studies  through  the 
winter  seasons.  In  the  summer  months  he  worked  in  the  fields  and  he  continued 
to  aid  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twent\'-seven 
years,  when  he  married  and  began  life  on  his  own  account.  When  he  purchased 
his  present  home  property,  now  comprising  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  rich 
and  productive  land  on  section  5,  Bismark  township,  there  was  only  a  shanty  ujjon 
it.  but  before  his  mind  there  were  pictures  of  a  future  that  would  be  different.  He 
determined  that  energy  and  diligence  would  bring  him  success  and  he  has  worked 
hard  year  after  year  until  he  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  community, 
owning  an  excellent  property,  upon  which  stands  an  attractive  modern  residence, 
good  barns  and  outbuildings  and,  in  fact,  all  of  the  modern  improvements,  equip- 
ments and  accessories  of  a  model  farm. 

Mr.  Bakenhus  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Helena  Buss,  of  Platte  county, 
but  after  traveling  life's  journey  together  for  a  number  of  years  they  were  sepa- 
rated by  the  death  of  the  wife  on  the  28th  of  February,  1910.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Anna  Kathrina  Magdalena ;  John  Paul,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  one  month:  Martha  Helena;  and  Johannes  Helena.     Mr.  Bakenhus  maintains 
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an  independent  attitude  upon  political  questions,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of 
his  judgment  and  the  demands  of  the  time.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church  and  his  salient  qualities  are  such  as  command  respect  and  confi- 
dence in  every  land  and  clime. 


HERMAN  AHRENS. 


The  home  farm  of  Herman  Ahrens  is  situated  on  section  33,  Bismark  township, 
and  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  which  he  has  lived  since  1905. 
He  represents  a  family  that  has  had  muck  to  do  with  the  upbuilding  and  substan- 
tial development  of  the  county  and  the  work  which  was  instituted  by  his  father  has 
been  carried  on  by  himself  and  brothers,  who  rank  with  the  leading  agriculturists 
of  the  community.  The  old  homestead  farm  of  his  parents,  Edwin  and  Anna 
(Loseke)  Ahrens,  on  section  23,  Bismark  township,  was  the  birthjjlace  of  Herman 
Ahrens,  whose  natal  day  was  August  25,  1872.  His  experiences  were  those  of  the 
other  members  of  the  family.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life  in  the  usual  manner  of 
the  boys  who  spent  their  youth  upon  the  Nebraska  frontier.  His  education  was  such 
as  the  district  schools  aliorded  and  in  the  school  of  experience  he  has  learned  many 
valuable  lessons  that  have  been  of  marked  worth  to  him  as  the  years  have  gone  on. 
He  continued  to  assist  his  father  and  remained  upon  the  old  homestead  until  1905. 
In  that  year  he  removed  to  his  present  place  of  residence,  having  now  a  quarter 
section  in  Bismark  township.  It  is  a  good  farm  property,  well  improved  with 
substantial  buildings.  There  is  a  comfortable  home,  in  the  rear  of  which  stand 
commodious  barns  and  outbuildings  and  these  in  turn  are  surrounded  by  well  tilled 
fields  from  which  he  annually  gathers  substantial  harvests.  He  raises  the  cereals 
best  adapted  to  soil  and  climatic  conditions  and  that  his  methods  are  practical  is 
shown  in  the  excellent  results  which  he  achieves.  Weather  might  cause  a  crop 
failure  with  him,  but  such  would  never  occur  as  the  result  of  his  indolence  or 
carelessness.  He  is  ever  watchful  of  the  best  interests  of  his  farm  and  his  labors 
are  bringing  well  deserved  prosperity. 

On  the  21st  of  June,  1905,  ]\Ir.  Ahrens  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma 
Labens,  a  daughter  of  Carl  Lahens,  who  was  born  in  West  Prussia,  Germany,  on 
the  15th  of  May,  1845.  lit  was  a  s,.a  of  Andrew  and  Caroline  (Reinke)  Labens, 
who  came  to  the  United  Stihs  in  iS(i!)  and  secured  a  homestead  claim  in  Bismark 
township,  Platte  county,  N(lii  iski.  «licre  their  remaining  days  were  passed.  Carl 
Labens  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-tour  years  at  the  time  of  the  emigration  to  the 
new  world  and  on  reaching  Platte  county  homesteaded  eighty  acres.  He  met  all 
of  the  hardshij^s,  j)rivations  and  conditions  of  pioneer  life  and  lived  for  three  years 
in  a  sod  house  before  he  had  a  chance  to  build  a  more  modern  home.  Success, 
however,  has  attended  his  efforts  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  Bismark  township,  whereon  he  resides,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Colfax  county.  He  is  iii!j,,!<i( d  iii  ^  inral  lanninc'.  having  a  nice  place  improved 
with  good  buildings.  His  |inlitu-il  illi  uiuui-  is  i^iM  ii  to  the  democratic  party  and 
his  life  is  guided  by  liis  nliuiniis  l.iitli,  whith  is  txpressed  in  his  membership  in 
the  German  Lutheran  church.  On  the  IStli  of  December,  1875.  Carl  Labens  was 
married  to  Miss   Augusta   Benning.  whose  birth   occurred  in   Pomerania,  Germany, 
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in  December,  ]81«.  Her  parents  became  early  settlers  of  Bismark  townsliip,  this 
county.  To  Mr.  and  I\Irs.  Carl  Labens  have  been  born  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ernst  Greiner  and  resides  in  Arizona;  Minnie,  the  wife 
of  William  .Meyer,  of  Polk  county,  Nebraska;  Emma,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Herman  Ahrens ;  Carl  and  William,  who  follow  farming  in  Colfax  county;  Albert, 
Augusta  and  Lizzie,  all  at  home;  and  Anna,  who  died  when  eighteen  years  of  age. 
As  stated,  Emma  Labens  became  the  wife  of  Herman  Ahrens  and  to  them  have 
been  born  three  children,  namely:  Walter  and  Elmer,  who  are  attending  school; 
and  Roy.  The  Ahrens  family  all  adhere  to  the  Protestant  faith  and,  like  the 
others  of  his  father's  household,  Herman  Ahrens  is  identified  with  the  German 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  He  is  a  democrat,  having  voted  for  the  party  since 
age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise,  but  he  has  no  time  nor  inclination 
to  seek  public  office,  as  he  always  feels  that  farm  work  awaits  him  and  he  prefers 
to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  the  capable  management  and  further  development 
of  his  home  place. 


JOHN   JAMES. 

John  James,  who  is  farming  on  section  21,  Joliet  township,  is  at  once  practical 
and  progressive  and  has  gained  a  gratifying  financial  success.  He  was  born  in 
south  Wales,  December  22,  1861,  of  the  marriage  of  John  and  Ann  (Davis)  James, 
both  of  whom  passed  their  entire  lives  in  that  country. 

John  James  received  a  fair  education  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  land. 
In  the  spring  of  1885  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Waukesha, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  on  a  farm  for  six  months.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  came  to  Joliet  township,  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  for  a  year  and  eight 
months  worked  as  a  farm  hand  here,  while  for  two  years  he  was  similarly  em- 
ployed in  Nance  county.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  had  accumulated  sufficient 
capital  to  enable  him  to  buy  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Joliet  townshij^,  this  county, 
which  he  rented  to  others  for  a  year  and  a  quarter.  During  that  time  he  worked 
as  a  farm  hand  in  Nance  county  but  on  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned 
to  Joliet  township  and  operated  rented  land  for  two  years,  after  which  he  purchased 
an  additional  eighty  acres,  making  his  holdings  a  quarter  section.  He  lias  since 
purchased  another  eighty  acre  tract  and  a  ten  acre  tract,  and  the  cultivation  of  his 
land  and  his  stock-raising  interests  now  demand  his  entire  time  and  attention.  He 
raises  registered  Polled  Durham  cattle  and  a  good  grade  of  hogs,  the  sale  of  his 
stock  yielding  him  a  good  income. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  1891,  Mr.  James  was  married  to  Miss  ^Laggic  Davis, 
who  was  born  in  Cilamorganshire,  South  Wales,  November  16,  1867,  a  daughter  of 
David  H.  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Thomas)  Davis,  who  came  to  America  in  1873  and 
settled  on  section  27,  Joliet  to^vnship,  this  county.  They  were  among  the  early 
pioneers  and  experienced  the  hardships  and  privations  that  those  who  began  the 
development  of  the  county  had  to  endure.  As  time  passed,  however,  prosperity 
came  to  them,  and  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  the  older  east  were  introduced 
in  this  county.  They  were  very  public  spirited  and  contributed  to  the  general 
many   ways,  among  others   helping  to  build   the   house  of  worship 
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for  the  Baptist  clnircli,  which  they  attended  and  supported  but  to  which  they  did 
not  belong.  Both  died  in  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  have  become  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Gwendolyn,  who  taught  school  for  three  years  in  district 
No.  31  and  for  one  year  in  district  No.  51,  and  is  organist  in  the  Baptist  church 
and  Sunday  seliool ;  Ruth ;  Edward ;  and  Harold,  who  is  attending  school. 

ISIr.  James  is  an  independent  republican  and  for  seven  years  has  served  as 
township  clerk  and  for  fourteen  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  proving 
efficient  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  holds  membership  in 
the  Baptist  churcli,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee  and  of  which  he  has  been  deacon  for 
eight  years.  His  religious  faith  is  the  guiding  principle  of  his  life,  and  he  strives 
to  advance  the  cause  of  right  and  justice  in  every  way  ]3ossible.  He  holds  in 
reverence  the  memory  of  his  parents,  whose  teachings  inculcated  in  him  a  lo^e  of 
righteousness,  and  he  gives  much  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished  to  his  wife, 
who  has  been  a  true  helpmate.  Both  are  widely  known,  and  their  circle  of  friends 
is  almost  coextensive  with  the  circle  of  their  acquaintance. 


JOHN  PETER  SOKOL. 

In  a  history  of  the  business  development  of  Duncan  it  is  imperative  that  "mention 
be  made  of  John  Peter  Sokol  because  of  his  activity  along  those  lines  which  con- 
tributed to  the  material  development  of  the  city.  He  is  now  connected  with  both 
banking  and  commercial  interests — with  the  former  as  a  stockholder  of  the  Duncan 
State  Bank  and  with  the  latter  as  president  of  the  Duncan  Mercantile  Company. 
He  is  a  native  son  of  Platte  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Butler  township, 
September  21,  1878,  his  parents  being  Joseph  and  Victoria  (Kudron)  Sokol.  The 
father,  a  farmer  living  four  and  one-half  miles  northeast  of  Duncan,  owns  four  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land.  Both  parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States  from 
Poland  in  1 876  and  came  direct  to  Platte  county,  where  they  bought  land.  To  them 
have  been  born  eleven  children,  seven  boys  and  four  girls,  but  one  of  the  boys  died 

John  Peter  Sokol  attended  the  parochial  schools  of  Duncan  to  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  and  afterward  concentrated  his  energies  upon  the  work  of  his  father's  farm 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-three.  He  then  began  farming  on  his  own  account 
and  followed  that  occupation  for  two  years,  after  which  he  opened  a  saloon  in  Duncan. 
Six  years  ago  he  erected  his  present  building  and  in  the  intervening  period  he  has 
built  up  a  good  business,  controlling  an  important  interest  as  president  of  the  Duncan 
Mercantile  Company.  This  company  has  one  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  mer- 
cantile establishments  of  the  town,  carrying  an  extensive  and  carefully  selected  line 
of  goods,  while  the  trade  policy  of  the  house  commends  it  to  the  patronage  of  the 
public. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1901,  Mr.  Sokol  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ursula 
Borowiak,  of  Duncan,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  surviving  children  are  as  folows:  Leona,  Bernard,  Monicka  and  Dennis,  all  of 
whom  are  attending  school ;  Raymond ;  and  Irene. 

Mr.  Sokol  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  democratic  party  and  is  one  of  its  active  workers  in  this  part  of  the  state.     He 
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is  township  treasurer,  is  also  the  local  counsel  for  the  I>incoln  Highway  and  is  inter- 
ested in  various  plans  and  measures  which  have  to  do  witli  tin  w(  Ifarr  and  improve- 
ment of  the  state  as  well  as  of  the  locality.  He  belonos  to  tli,  Polish  H.unan  Catholic 
Union  of  America  and  is  identified  with  the  St.  Stanislaus  Sot  u  ly.  of  which  he  was 
the  first  president  and  is  now  treasurer.  He  is  likewise  connected  witli  tlic  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles  at  Columbus.  His  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  this  county  and  he 
enjoys  the  favorable  regard  not  only  of  the  acquaintances  of  later  years  but  of  those 
who  have  known  him  from  his  boyhood,  many  of  whom  are  his  warm  friends. 


HUDSON    IXGERSOLL    MURDOCK. 

The  building  interests  of  Columbus  find  a  well  known  and  worthy  representative 
in  Hudson  Ingersoll  Murdock.  whose  handiwork  is  seen  in  every  section  of  the 
city.  He  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  excellent  workman  wlio  lix,  s  fully  up 
to  the  terms  of  his  contracts  and  at  all  times  conforms  his  business  to  lli^ll  stiiidards 
of  honor  as  well  as  activity.  A  native  of  New  York,  he  w.;s  horn  in  \\' irren 
county,  May  31,  1855,  a  son  of  J.  S.  and  Charlotte  (Hudsoft)  Murdock.  Tiie  lather 
engaged  in  the  contracting  business  in  New  York,  but  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
)nit  aside  all  personal  interests  and  considerations,  responding  to  the  country's 
call  for  aid  as  a  member  of  Company  L,  Fifteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  with  which 
he  served  at  the  front  for  three  years.  i)articii)ating  in  a  number  of  hotly  con- 
tested engagements.  At  the  close  of  the  war  lie  returned  to  New  York,  but  in 
1877  removed  to  Rockford,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
There  were  two  children  in  the  family,  Hudson  Ingersoll  and  William,  the  latter 
now  a  resident  of  San  Diego,  California.  When  the  family  left  Rockford  they  came 
to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  where  the  father  embarked  in  business  as  a  merchant  and 
contractor  in  connection  with  his  son  Hudson  under  the  firm  style  of  Murdock  & 
Son,  the  father  taking  charge  of  the  mercantile  interests,  while  the  son  assumed 
the  management  of  the  contracting  business.  The  death  of  J.  S.  Murdock  occurred 
in  1900  and  in  his  passing  the  community  lost  one  of  its  valued  and  representative 
citizens.      His  widow  survived  him  for  several  years,  passing  away  in   1907. 

Hudson  I.  Murdock  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  state 
and  is  indebted  to  the  public-school  sys.tem  for  the  educational  privileges  which  he 
enjoyed.  He  then  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Illinois  and  later 
to  Nebraska  and  became  his  father's  partner  in  Columbus  witli  the  division  of  labor 
indicated  above.  In  1901,  following  his  father's  death.  In  dispos, d  of  the  store  and 
has  since  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the  work  of  eniitraetiiii;  and  building. 
He  has  erected  many  of  the  beautiful  homes  of  Columbus,  including  the  residence 
of  A.  M.  Post.  M.  Brugger  and  Dr.  Martyn,  Sr.,  as  well  as  many  attractive  homes 
in  the  surrounding  territory.  He  thoroughly  understands  the  builder's  art  and  has 
the  power  of  combining  utility,  convenience  and  beauty  in  a  most  attractive  and 
satisfactory  way. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1876,  Mr.  Murdock  was  married,  in  Warren  county.  New 
York,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Hilkins.  whose  father,  Samuel  Hilkins,  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  county.     Their  home  is  a  large  modern   residence,  built   in    1909. 
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ing  it  one  of  the  most  beautiful 

an  and  keeps  in  touch  with  the 
J  desire  for  public  office.  Fra- 
99,  M.  W.  A.  He  makes  other 
he  is  too  well  balanced  to  allow 
and  attention.  His  success  is 
attributable  to  close  application,  for  early  in  his  career  he  recognized  the  eternal 
principle  that  industry  wins  and  he  has  made  industry  the  beacon  light  of  his  life. 
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PETER   J.   PETERSEN. 

Peter  J.  Petersen  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  enterprising  agriculturists  of 
Walker  township,  his  liome  being  on  section  15.  He  has  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  tins  county,  whither  he  was  brought  in  his  early  boyhood.  He  is  a  native 
of  Denmark,  born  August  15,  1866.  At  the  age  of  seven  years  he  was  brought  by 
his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  Petersen,  to  the  new  world  and  during  the 
periods  in  which  the  family  lived  in  Vermont  and  New  York  he  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools.  He  afterward  continued  his  studies  in  Nebraska,  but 
the  necessity  for  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  caused  Iiim  to  put  aside 
his  textbooks.  He  herded  cattle  on  the  river  bottoms  when  but  fourteen  years  of 
age  and  lias  always  led  a  life  of  iiultistry,  liis  labors  being  attended  with  a  grati- 
fying measure  of  success.  In  addilicm  to  tilling  the  soil  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
crops  best  adapted  to  climatic  conditions  here,  he  is  engaged  in  raising  Belgian 
horses,  keeping  a  fine  stallion. 

In  1888  Mr.  Petersen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ernette  Jenson,  daughter 
of  Nels  and  EUna  Jenson,  of  Boone  county,  by  whom  he  has  six  children,  namely: 
Clara,  Edgar,  George,  Lloyd,  Teckla  and  Oscar.  The  home  of  the  family  is  an 
attractive  residence  and  all  of  the  buildings  upon  the  farm  are  exceptionally  good, 
making  this  one  of  the  highly  improved  properties  of  Walker  township.  The  farm 
is  fenced  and  cross-fenced,  thus  being  divided  into  fields  of  convenient  size,  and 
everything  about  the  place  presents  a  neat  and  thrifty  appearance.  Progress  char- 
acterizes Mr.  Petersen  in  all  that  he  does  and  his  work  may  well  be  accepted  as  a 
standard  for  agricultural  activity.  Moreover,  he  occupies  a  high  position  in  the 
regard  of  his  fellowmen,  many  of  whom  count  him  a  warm  friend. 


CHARLES  STONE. 

Charles  Stone,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Platte  county  and  has  con- 
tributed lo  III,  .-i-ricultiiral  dtvelopnirnt  of  Walker  township,  was  born  in  Sweden, 
Augii-t  1.'.  IMS,  :,  M,n  of  .Tolin  and  Chiistine  Stone.  Following  the  father's  death, 
whicli  (Kvnir,  (1  in  Sw.den.  the  motlur  lucame  the  wife  of  John  Anderson  and  they 
came  to  the  L'uited  States  when  tlie  subject  of  this  review  was  about  twenty  years 
of  age.     The  family  home  was  maintained  in  Wisconsin  until  about  1870,  when  they 
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removed  to  this  county,  and  Mr.  Anderson  homesteaded  land  in  what  is  now  Wal- 
ker township.     He  and  his  wife  both  passed  away  here. 

Charles  Stone,  who  in  early  manhood  became  a  resident  of  this  county,  home- 
steaded  one  liundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  and  has  now  resided  upon  his  farm  for 
forty-two  years.  His  first  house  was  a  dugout  twelve  by  twelve  feet,  and  in  order 
to  build  it  it  was  necessary  to  walk  to  Shell  Creek  to  get  poles  and  also  to  secure 
the  grass  for  the  roof.  There  was  no  grass  growing  upon  his  land  as  it  had  all 
been  destroyed  by  prairie  fires.  He  at  once  set  to  work  to  improve  his  farm  and 
at  length  had  his  land  all  under  cultivation.  His  industry  and  good  management 
have  enabled  him  to  accumulate  a  competence  a'nd  he  is  now  living  practically 
retired. 

In  1875  Mr.  Stone  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  Jensen,  a  native  of 
Denmark  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mattie  Jensen.  Her  father  died  in  that 
country,  but  her  mother  subsequently  married  Carl  S.  Steiner  and  they  came  to  the 
new  world,  taking  up  their  abode  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone 
have  nine  children:  Henry,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Alberta,  Canada;  Alfred, 
who  is  married  and  resides  on  an  eighty  acre  farm  in  SValker  township ;  Edward, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  York,  Nebraska;  Arthur,  who  is  also  married  and  is 
farming  eighty  acres  in  Walker  township;  Annie,  the  wife  of  Nels  C.  Nelson,  of 
Valley,  Nebraska ;  and  Daniel,  Marquis,  Cora  and  Frederick,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Stone  supports  the  republican  party  at  the  polls  and  has  always  manifested 
a  commendable  interest  in  the  general  welfare.  Since  his  arrival  in  the  county  there 
have  been  many  nmarkable  changes  as  the  conditions  of  the  frontier  have  given 
place  to  those  of  a  thickly  settled  and  prosperous  farming  region.  When  he  came 
here  the  nearest  neighbors  of  the  family  were  a  number  of  miles  distant  and  there 
were  the  usual  hardships  of  pioneer  life  to  be  met.  He  and  the  other  settlers,  how- 
ever, were  not  discouraged  and  at  length  their  determination  and  industry  conquered, 
the  present  high  state  of  development  of  the  county  being  due  to  their  efforts. 


ERWIN    NICHOLSON. 


Erwin  Nicholson,  whose  agricultural  interests  place  him  among  the  leading 
farmers  of  Lost  Creek  township,  where  he  owns  and  cultivates  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Illinois,  January  4,  1859,  his  parents 
being  Robert  and  Lucy  (Brown)  Nicholson.  The  father  was  born  in  New  York 
and  the  mother  in  Canada  and  the  former  passed  away  at  the  a<ie  of  sixty-four 
years.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  on  removing  westward  lire.Miir  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Illinois,  finding  that  all  conditions  of  frunti.r  lif,-  existed 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  that  state.  Later  he  removed  to  Chicago  and  worked 
on  the  first  railroad  built  out  of  that  city.  In  I860  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  purchased  land,  owning  and  cultivating  his  farm  there 
until  1870,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  took  a  homestead  on  section  17,  Lost 
Creek  to^vnship.  There  were  only  a  few  families  in  Lost  Creek  township  at  that 
period  and  his  nearest  neighbor  was  three  miles  distant,  while  Columbus  was  his 
trading  point.  He  made  the  journey  to  Platte  county  by  driving  across  the  country 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  chosen  a  tract  of  land  he  began  breaking  prairie,  setting  out 
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trees  and  otherwise  developing  and  improving  his  place,  which  comprised  two 
■re  he  carried  on  general  farming  with  growing  success, 
ide  the  duties  of  the  succeeding  year  easier.  He  con- 
■  old  homestead  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1888  and 
of  the  valued  and  representative  farmers  of  his  community. 
;  the  parents  of  two  children:  Erwin;  and  Effie  Ann.  who 
became  the  wife  of  George  Alexander  but  died  in   189i. 

Erwin  Nicholson,  the  elder  of  the  two  children  and  the  only  survivor  of  his 
father's  family,  was  a  youtli  of  ,  h  vm  years  when,  in  October,  1870,  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Platte  county.  an*d  liis  youth  was  spent  amid  pioneer  surroundings 
and  he  shared  with  the  family  in  the  usual  hardships,  trials  and  privations  of 
frontier  life.  He  lived  three  miles  fn.m  the  nearest  school  in  his  townshi]i  and  he 
had  few  of  the  advantages  whieli  tlie  young  peoph  of  the  present  day  so  easily 
secure.  He  remained  at  home  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out 
in  life  on  his  own  account,  beginning  farming  for  himself  on  section  17,  Lost  Creek 
township.  Here  he  has  since  made  his  home  and  all  of  the  improvements  upon  his 
enterjirising  and  progressive  spirit.  He  has  one  hundred 
land  whieh  he  devotes  to  general  agricultural  pursuits, 
b,  st  idaijted  to  soil  and  climate.  He  devotes  all  of  his 
meeting  with  creditable  and  well  merited  success  in  his 
one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Monroe  Bank. 
1  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eva  Morgan,  a  native 
of  William  and  Louise  (Horsley)  Morgan,  who,  removing 
ts  of  (  hillicothe.  that  state,  whence  they  afterward  went 
Irs.  Nieliolsou  have  three  children:  Erma,  a  sixth  grade 
s  of  Norfolk,  Nebraska;  Mabel,  who  is  employed  in  the  drug 
store  of  Mrs.  Kehoe,  of  Platte  Center;  and  Harry,  who  is  upon  the  home  farm. 

]\Ir.  Nicholson  has  never  had  political  aspirations,  nor  has  he  sought  to  figure 
prominently  in  public  life,  but  has  concentrated  his  i  neriiic  s  upon  his  farm  work, 
and  whatever  success  he  has  achieved  and  enjoyed  is  ittnluilalile  entirely  to  his  own 
labors.  He  represents  one  of  the  old  families  of  thi  eounty.  Iiaving  for  forty-five 
years  made  his  home  within  its  borders,  during  wiiieh  time  he  has  witnessed  many 
notable  and  radical  changes. 


PETER    PEARSON. 

Peter  Pearson,  a  prosperous  farmer  living  on  section  31,  Joliet  township,  was 
born  in  Jemtland,  Sweden,  January  22,  1860,  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  (Nelson) 
Pearson.  He  came  to  America  and  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  with  his  parents  in 
1882,  and  on  beginning  his  independent  career  worked  as  a  hired  hand  in  this 
county  for  three  j-ears.  He  then  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on 
section  31,  .Toliet  township,  which  he  has  since  cultivated,  and  later  bought  an  addi- 
tional three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  which, 
however,  he  has  sold  to  his  son.  His  present  farm  comprises  a  half  section  of  land 
and  to  its  cultivation  he  devotes  his  time  and  energy.     He  has  met  with  gratifying 
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success  as  a  stock-raiser  and  specializes  in  Red  Polled  cattle,  Duroc  Jersey  hogs 
and  Belgian  horses.     He  also  raises  grain  and  derives  a  good  income  from  his  land. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1885,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Pearson  and  Miss 
Hannah  Nelson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  was  brought  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska, 
by  Iier  parents,  Nels  and  Elsie  Nelson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson  have  become  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  of  wlumi  Clarence  is  no*  engaged  in  farming  for  himself. 
He  married  Anna  F.  Thomazin  .uul  has  one  daughter.  The  others,  Elsie,  Victor, 
Wesley,  Ferdinand,  Anna.  Allen.  Flovd.  Dwiylit  am!  Donald,  are  all  at  home.  Mr. 
Pearson  believes  thoroughly  in  tli,^  mUu'  of  a  lib,  i-al  education  and  has  given  all  of 
his  children  good  advantages  along  tliat  line,  one  having  graduated  fron^,  the  State 
University  at  Lincoln  and  another  being  now  a  student  there. 

Mr.  Pearson  is  an  independent  democrat  in  'politics  and  refuses  to  follow 
blindly  the  dictates  of  party  leaders.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Methodist 
church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  takes  a  very  active  part,  and  in  his  daily  life  he 
exemplifies  the  teachings  of  that  organization.  His  excellent  qualities  have  gained 
him  not  only  the  respect  but  also  the  warm  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact,  and  he  is  recognized  as  a  valued  citizen  of  his  township. 


PETER    SWANSON. 


Great  credit  is  due  to  the  early  settlers  of  Platte  county,  who  came  here  when 
this  district  was  but  raw  prairie  and  who  persevered  in  spite  of  many  discourage- 
ments and  privations  in  the  effort  to  bring  the  wild  land  under  cultivation  and  to 
build  up  a  prosperous  community.  Although  at  times  the  difficulties  in  the  way 
seemed  insurmountable  their  determination  and  energy  achieved  the  task  to  which 
they  had  set  themselves.  Many  of  tlie  pioneers  have  passed  awaj'  but  some  are 
still  living,  among  the  number  being  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Peter  Swanson,  who  are  enjoying 
a  period  of  rest  and  leisure  in  St.  Edward. 

Mr.  Swanson  was  born  near  Mattmar,  Sweden,  on  the  25th  of  March,  18ii,  and 
recei\i(l  his  ■  diication  in  his  native  land,  remaining  there  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twcniy-dvr  viars.  He  then  came  to  the  United  States  and,  making  his  way  to 
the  middle  we-t.  located  in  Illin.iis.  when-  lie  remained  until  1872.  when  he  came 
to  this  county  and  homesteaded  (.lu-  liiiiiilrcil  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  ^^•alker 
township.  He  at  once  began  the  ,levelopm,-iit  of  his  f.UMn  and  as  the  years  passed 
added   iniprov,  nicnts   while  ear.fully  conserving  the  fertility  of  the  soil.      H,-  was  a 

land.  He  add.al  to  his  h.ildinos  and  now  owns  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Walker 
township  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  in  Boone  county,  which  yield  him  a 
gratifying  annual  income.     He  is  now  living  retired  in  St.  Edward. 

In  IS74  Mr.  Swanson  married  Miss  Nellie  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden 
on  the  '29th  of  September,  1847,  a  daughter  of  Anders  and  Betsy  Matson.  When 
nineteen  years  of  age  she  left  her  native  land  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America, 
continuing  her  journey  westward  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  where  she  lived  until 
1871.  In  that  year  she  came  to  Platte  county  with  a  brother.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swanson  have  been  born  seven  children:  Albert,  who  is  living  in  California;  Melvin. 
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a  resident  of  Oregon  City,  Oregon;  Harry  T.,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  work;  Ahua.  the  wife  of  E.  P.  Hedberg.  of  Genoa,  Nebraska;  Joseph  and 
Walter,  both  living  in  St.  Edward;  and  Mary,  at  home. 

Mr.  Swanson  easts  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  republican  party  but  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  public  office.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish 
]\Iethodist  church,  and  he  and  hisVife  were  among  the  organizers  of  the  local  con- 
gregation, the  work  of  which  they  have  always  favored  in  every  way  possible.  At 
the  time  when  they  came  to  this  county  there  were  but  jioor  means  of  communication 
with  otlier  parts  of  the  country,  the  houses  were  a  number  of  miles  apart  and  as  the 
result  of  these  conditions  the  settlers  were  compelled  to  rely  upon  themselves  for 
whatever  they  needed.  Like  so  many  of  the  pioneers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swanson  lived 
for  a  considerable  period  in  a  sod  house  and  there  were  none  of  the  conveniences 
which  are  today  taken  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Not  only  were  there  the  usual  discouragtuunts  of  frontier  life  to  be  met  with 
but  there  was  uncertainty  as  to  whrtii.  r  i  nci]!  could  be  gathered  even  if  weather 
conditions  were  favorable,  for  a  ninnln  r  nt  times  the  state  was  devastated  by  grass- 
hoppers. Mrs.  Swanson  tells  an  interesting  experience  at  the  time  of  a  visit  from 
these  pests.  One  day  on  looking  out  of  the  window  slie  noticed  that  some  seed  corn 
which  slie  had  planted  looked  black  and  on  going  out  and  hitting  a  stalk  she  found 
that  it  was  covered  with  grasshoppers.  She  thought  that  she  would  save  some  of  it 
for  the  horses  and  at  once  gather  an  armful  as  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  for  she 
could  see  it  getting  shorter,  so  rapidly  were  the  grasshoppers  eating  it.  She  took 
that  armful  in  to  the  stable  and  returned  to  get  some  more,  but  when  she  reached 
the  stable  with  lur  second  armful  slie  found  that  the  first  was  covered  with  grass- 
hoppers and  the  whole  stable  was  full  of  them.  Seeing  that  there  was  no  hope  of 
saving  any  of  the  corn,  she  left  the  remainder  of  it  standing  in  the  field.  As  they 
seemed  so  very  hungry  she  tossed  a  loaf  of  bread  into  the  yard  and  it  was  imme- 
diately covered  by  the  grasshoppers,  who  rolled  it  over  and  over  until  it  disappeared. 
The  grasshoppers  traveled  with  the  wind  and  as  soon  as  it  ceased  to  blow  they 
alighted  and  ate  everything  in  sight,  for  a  number  of  years  completely  destroying 
the  crops.  The  farmers  built  fires  around  their  gardens  in  order  to  save  the  vege- 
tables, on  which  they  depended  for  food,  from  the  ravages  of  the  pests,  and  the 
smoke  usually  proved  an  efficient  barrier.  When  the  wind  again  sprang  up  the 
grasshoppers  passed  on. 


EDWARD  CONNELLY. 

Edward  Connelly,  who  owns  an  excellent  farm  on  section  8,  Joliet  township, 
has  resided  thereon  for  thirty-one  years  and  has  witnessed  a  great  change  in  the 
county,  as  when  he  came  here  it  still  bore  many  of  the  marks  of  a  frontier  region. 
He  was  born  in  Canada  April  29,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(McMaster)  Connelly,  natives  respectively  of  Ireland  and  Scotland.  They  went 
to  Canada  in  1854  and  resided  there  until  1871,  when  they  came  to  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  St.  Bernard  township,  homesteading  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Later,  when  the  Northwestern  Railroad  was  built  through 
the  county,  the  company  purchased  Mr.  Connelly's  quarter  section  for  a  town  site. 
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and  at  his  suggestion  tlie  new  town  was  named  Lindsay,  after  the  town  in  which 
he  had  lived  in  Canada.  Eotli  hr  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  I.iii(lsa\-.  Nchraslia. 
To  them  were  born  nine  ehildreii;  ^\■il]ialn.  who  is  residing  in  this  stale;  Samuel, 
who  is  living  in  St.  Bernard  township;  Edward;  James,  a  resid.nt  ol  this  state; 
Frank,  who  is  living  in  Lindsay;  Catherine,  the  deceased  wife  of  John  Gogan; 
Sarah,  the  widow  of  Ed  Rathram ;  Mary  Ann,  the  widow  of  Martin  Mogan;  and 
John,  who  died  when  sixteen  years  old. 

Edward  Connelly  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  early  became  familiar 
with  farm  work  and  on  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  decided  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  owns  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Joliet 
township,  four  miles  south  of  Lindsay,  and  has  resided  continuouslv  upon  that 
place  for  thirty-one  jears.  He  also  holds  title  to  eighty  acres  in  St  I5i  rnai-d  town- 
ship, eighty  acres  in  Walker  township  and  a  half  section  in  Cohu-ulo.  H's  enter- 
prise and  progressiveness  rank  him  among  the  must  cllicicnt  faniu  rs  of  his  locality, 
and  he  receives  a  good  financial  return  from  tht    sale  ol'  lii-:  ^rain  and  stock. 

Mr.  Connelly  was  married  October  7,  188L  to  Miss  Margaret  Haiuy,  a  native  of 
this  county  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Quinn)  Haney.  Her  p.irents  were 
early  settlers  of  the  county  and  resided  south  of  Columbus.  To  Mr.  and  i\Irs. 
Connelly  have  been  born  nine  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased,  those  living 
being:  Mary,  the  wife  of  John  Muck,  of  Lindsay;  Sadie,  who  is  teaching  in  the 
Lindsay  schools;  Edward,  at  home;  Ethel,  who  is  teaching  in  Joliet  township; 
Florence,  who  is  attending  scliool  in  Fremont;  and  James,  at  home. 

Mr.  Connelly  is  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  church,  whose  interests  he  favors 
in  every  way  possible,  and  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party. 
During  the  many  years  of  his  residence  in  Platte  county  he  has  gained  a  wide 
acquaintance,  and  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him  esteem  and  respect  him 
because  of  his  ability  and  his  sterling  qualities  of  character. 


HUGH   HILL. 


Forty-two  years  have  been  added  to  the  cycle  of  the  centuries  since  Hugh  Hill 
became  a  resident  of  Platte  county  and  as  one  of  its  early  settlers  he  has  witnessed 
the  greater  part  of  its  growth  and  development,  his  memory  forming  a  connecting 
link  between  the  primitive  past  and  the  progressive  present.  For  man}'  years  he 
was  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  but 
is  now  living  retired,  having  made  his  home  in  Monroe  since  ]90t.  He  was  born 
in  County  Antrim.  Ireland,  June  U,  1840,  and  has  therefore  passed  the  seventy- 
fifth  milestone  on  life's  journey.  His  parents,  Samuel  and  Jane  Hill,  were  also 
natives  of  the  same  county,  where  the  father  was  a  landowner.  He  was  an  active 
man  in  his  locality  and  both  he  and  his  wife  held  to  the  religious  faith  of  the 
United  Presbj'terian  church. 

Hugh  Hill  acquired  a  common-school  education  in  Ireland  and  remained  u]ion 
his  father's  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  when  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  Canada.  After  spending  about  a  month  there  he  continued  his 
journej'  to  Illinois  and  was  employed  on  a  farm  in  Cook  county.  Later  he  removed 
to  Henry  county,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  near  Kewanee  until  1873,  when 
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he  came  to  Platte  county,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  Land  at  tliat  time 
was  ver}'  cheap  and  it  was  this  that  induced  him  to  come  to  Nebraska,  for  he  was 
very  anxious  to  have  a  farm  of  his  own.  He  had  carefully  saved  his  earnings  and 
invested  in  property,  after  which  he  began  farming  on  the  frontier,  using  ox  teams 
to  break  the  sod  and  till  the  fields.  He  found  conditions  indeed  of  a  very  crude 
character  and  met  all  of  the  experiences  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  He  started 
in  with  an  eighty  acre  tree  claim,  but  kept  adding  to  this  from  time  to  time  by 
purchase  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  seven  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable 
land.  His  home  place  comprises  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  upon  which 
he  made  substantial  improvements,  rendering  it  a  most  comfortable  home.  He 
carried  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  both  branches  of  his  business  winning 
him  success  up  to  the  time  when  he  retired  from  active  life  and  removed  to  Monroe. 
He  is  now  a  stockholder  in  the  Monroe  State  Bank  and  is  also  interested  in  the 
Monroe  Farmers  Association. 

In  Henry  count}-,  Illinois,  in  1870,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hill  and 
Miss  Addie  Leggett,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  who  died  in  1902,  her  demise  being 
deeply  regretted  by  many  friends  as  well  as  her  immediate  family.  To  !Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hill  were  born  eight  children :  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Oscar  Crawford,  of  Deserct, 
Utah,  by  whom  she  has  one  child;  Edward,  a  farmer  of  Platte  county,  who  is 
married  and  has  four  children ;  Thomas,  who  is  married  and  is  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Loveland,  Colorado;  Harrj',  a  farmer  of  Hershey,  Nebraska, 
who  is  married ;  Fred,  of  this  county,  who  is  married  and  has  one  child ;  Louis,  a 
farmer  of  this  county,  who  is  married  and  has  three  children;  Maude,  the  wife  of 
Ed  Kelley,  who  is  in  the  meat  market  at  Monroe,  and  by  whom  she  has  a  daughter, 
Gwendolyn;  and  Ida,  the  wife  of  Harlan  Morrow,  a  farmer  of  this  county,  by 
whom  she  has  a  son,  Harlan,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  are  Presbyterians  in  religious  faith  and  in  the  work  of 
the  church  have  taken  an  active  and  helpful  interest.  He  assisted  in  building  the 
church  edifice  near  his  farm  and  has  always  been  a  generous  contributor  to  the 
support  of  the  cause.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat,  but  not  an  active  worker  in 
party  ranks.  His  has  been  a  well  spent  life,  for  he  has  ever  been  industrious  and 
honest  in  business,  reliable  and  progressive  in  citizenship  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  held  in  high  regard  wherever  they  are  known. 


PATRICK   MURRAY. 

Patrick  Murray,  who  resided  on  a  farm  on  section  li,  Columbus  township,  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  July,  18,<55,  and  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty  years  when  death 
called  him.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Platte  county,  takini,r  nrt'wv  part  in 
its  early  agricultural  development  and  progress  and,  moreover,  his  lilr  ii  cord  |)n)\ed 
what  can  be  accomplished  b}'  persistent,  earnest  effort  in  the  way  of  attainiiii;  success. 
Coming  to  America,  he  arrived  in  this  county  in  1855  when  a  young  man  of  about 
twenty  years  and  he  homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  upon  which  not  a 
furrow  had  been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made.  With  characteristic  energ\'  he 
began  the  development  of  his  farm,  performing  the  arduous  task-  of  breaking  the  sod 
and  preparing  the  land  for  cultivation.     In  time,  however,  his  labors  were  rewarded 
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by  good  crops  and  when  there  was  created  a  market  for  his  products  he  found  no 
trouble  in  disposing  of  that  which  he  raised.  He  secured  in  that  wa}'  a  good  income, 
which  he  wisely  invested  in  land  and  to  his  widow  and  children  he  left  about  eighteen 
inuidred  acres. 

Mr.  Murray  was  twice  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Frederica 
Schultz,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Frederica  Schultz,  whom  he  wedded  on  the  3d  of 
July,  1891.  His  children  are:  Mary,  the  wife  of  John  Podraza,  of  this  county ;  Anna, 
deceased :  Magdalene,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Kula ;  John  Joseph ;  Frederica,  who  is  in  a 
convent  at  Spalding,  Nebraska:  Michael;  Patrick;  and  Anthony. 

The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Catholic  church,  of  which  Mr.  Murray  was  a 
communicant,  guiding  his  life  according  to  its  teachings.  In  his  political  views  he 
was  a  democrat,  supporting  the  party  from  the  time  he  became  a  naturalized  Ameri- 
can citizen.  For  many  years  he  lived  in  Platte  county,  witnessed  its  growth  and 
contributed  to  its  development.  He  lived  to  see  it  change  from  a  wild  district  upon 
the  western  frontier  to  a  populous  and  prosperous  region  with  all  the  evidences  of 
an  advanced  civilization.  His  own  life  was  one  of  untiring  industry  and  thrift  and 
perseverance  and  energy  enabled  him  to  overcome  all  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his 
path  and  work  his  way  steadily  upward  to  success.  His  family  is  well  known  in  this 
part  of  the  county  and  Mrs.  Murray,  like  her  husband,  has  many  warm  friends. 


THOMAS  W.  SHAFFER. 

Thomas  W.  Shaffer,  a  farmer  of  Lost  Creek  township,  living  on  section  34,  was 
born  at  Apple  River,  Wisconsin,  March  7,  1868,  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Helen  E. 
(Willard)  Shaffer,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  The 
father  went  to  Wisconsin  when  a  young  man  and  there  lived  for  nine  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Missouri.  In  !March,  1871,  he  became  a  resident  of  Lost  Creek 
township,  Platte  county,  removing  thither  in  order  to  buy  land  at  a  low  price.  He 
became  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie  and  began  his  farming  with  oxen. 
There  were  no  improvements  upon  the  place,  not  a  single  furrow  having  been  turned 
when  he  took  possession,  but  with  resolute  purpose  he  began  to  break  the  sod  and 
till  the  fields  and  his  labors  were  soon  manifest  in  good  crops  as  well  as  in  the  sub- 
stantial improvements  which  he  put  upon  his  land.  To  his  original  holdings  he  added 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  devoted  to 
general  farming  purposes.  He  was  an  active  man  in  connection  with  public  affairs 
and  was  a  recognized  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  republican  party,  which  frequently 
elected  him  to  office.  The  spirit  of  advancement  and  improvement  actuated  him  in 
all  that  he  did  and  his  efforts  were  directly  beneficial  to  the  community  along  various 
lines.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  while  his  widow,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years,  is  now  living  in  Platte  Center. 

Thomas  W.  Shaffer  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  Platte 
Center  high  school,  while  through  experience  he  has  also  learned  many  valuable 
lessons.  He  taught  school  for  three  years  but  his  early  training  was  that  of  the 
farmer  and  he  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years, 
when  he  married  and  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account.  His  first  purchase  made 
him  the  owner  of  seventy  acres  of  land  and  since  then  the  boundaries  of  his  farm 
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have  been  extended  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  three  hundred  acres,  consti- 
tuting a  valuable  property  on  section  3-i,  Lost  Creek  township.  His  place  is  wliat  is 
known  as  the  old  Henry  Kelly  homestead  and  the  lumber  for  the  main  part  of  the 
house  was  hauled  by  wagon  from  Omaha.  A  windmill  forty-five  years  old  still 
pumps  the  well  water.  His  land  is  good  and  he  has  excellent  improvement^  upon 
it  and  he  also  raises  a  good  grade  of  stock.  He  is  likewise  interested  in  the  Farmers 
Lumber  Company  of  Platte  Center  as  one  of  the  stockholders  and  directors,  but  the 
greater  part  of  his  attention  has  been  concentrated  upon  the  development  and  im- 
provement of  his  farm,  which  is  today  a  valuable  property  and  returns  to  him  a 
gratifj'ing  annual  income. 

In  1895  Mr.  Shaffer  was  married  to  Miss  Maude  Campbell,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey  and  a  daughter  of  Alfred  E.  and  Add  (Lambert)  Campbell,  the  former  born 
in  New  Jersey  and  the  latter  in  Scott  county,  Iowa.  They  became  residents  of 
Davenport,  Iowa,  where  the  father  was  a  street  car  driver  on  one  of  the  first  cars  in 
the  old  days  of  horse  cars.  He  had  also  been  a  driver  on  one  of  the  first  horse  cars 
in  Philadelphia.  They  removed  to  Platte  county  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Lost 
Creek  township,  where  they  still  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaffer  have  become  the 
parents  of  a  son,  Clifford,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1906. 

ISIr.  Shaffer  holds  membership  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Monroe 
and  is  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Oconee.  He  takes  an  interest  in  educa- 
tion and  has  been  school  treasurer  for  ten  years.  Aside  from  his  farm  his  interests 
center  in  those  channels  through  which  flows  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number. 
He  is  interested  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  community  and  in- 
dorses all  measures  and  movements  which  work  for  the  material,  intellectual  and 
moral  advancement  of  the  district. 


ADOLPH    FRESE. 
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fully  managed  and  his  work  is  conducted  in  a  systematic  manner,  bringing  to  him 
substantial  and  gratifying  success. 

On  the  :26th  of  December,  1898,  Mr.  Frese  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
E.  Josephine  l^oscke,  a  daughter  of  Gerhard  Loseke,  one  of  the  oldtime  and  honored 
residents  of  the  county.  Their  children  are  six  in  number,  namely:  Paul  Gerhard, 
Dora,  Alice,  Brniicr.  I.eRoy  Adolph  and  Lloyd  Herbert.  Politically  Mr.  Frese 
casts  an  independent  ballot,  voting  as  his  judgment  dictates  and  the  occasion  de- 
mands. His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  he  is  inter- 
ested in  its  work  and  generous  in  its  support.  He  has  led  an  active  life  and  has 
constantly  progressed,  while  each  forward  step  in  his  career  has  brought  him  a 
broader  outlook  and  wider  opportunities. 


FRED   SCHWANTJE. 


Fred  Schwantje  is  a  resident  farmer  living  on  section  16,  Columbus  township, 
where  he  owns  sixty  acres  of  land  which  is  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  crops  and 
the  raising  of  stock.  The  family  name  indicates  his  German  nativity.  He  was  born 
in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  October  17,  1858,  and  his  parents,  Johann  Henry  and 
Katrina  (Seeger)  Schwantje,  were  also  natives  of  that  place.  The  father  owned  a 
farm  and  engaged  in  sheep  raising  and  became  comfortably  situated  in  life.  He 
bought  his  release  from  service  in  the  German  army  and  bent  his  energies  to  the 
conduct  of  his  business  affairs.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Baptist  and  was  active 
in  the  work  of  the  church.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  while  his  wife 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

Fred  Schwantje  attended  the  common  schools  of  Germany  and  after  his  father's 
death  came  with  his  stepfather  and  mother  to  the  United  States.  They  made  their 
way  to  Nebraska  and  settled  in  Colfax  county,  where  the  stepfather  began  farming. 
He  purchased  railroad  land  and  after  his  death  Fred  Schwantje  acquired  possession 
of  this  by  purchase.  The  farm  was  situated  in  Shell  Creek  township,  Colfax  county, 
and  thereon  was  laid  out  the  village  of  Bissell,  which  Mr.  Schwantje  named.  The 
stepfather  began  to  make  improvements  and  this  work  was  continued  by  Mr. 
Schwantje,  who  erected  a  new  residence,  set  out  a  second  grove  and  otherwise 
developed  the  place.  He  has  two  hundred  acres  in  that  farm  and  thereon  he  engaged 
quite  extensively  in  stock-raising.  Into  other  fields  he  also  extended  his  efforts, 
assisting  in  the  building  of  the  chicory  factory  and  the  creamery  at  Schuyler.  He 
continued  upon  his  Colfax  county  farm  until  Marcli.  1910,  when  he  removed  to  sec- 
tion 16,  Columbus  township,  Platte  county,  where  he  owns  sixty  acres,  thereon 
devoting  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  lS9i  Mr.  Schwantje  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Saalfeld,  a  native 
of  Oldenburg,  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Katrina  (Krumland)  Saal- 
feld, who  were  also  born  in  Oldenburg.  The  father,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  worked 
at  that  occupation  throughout  his  active  business  career  and  still  owns  a  small  farm. 
He  is  a  Lutheran  in  religious  faith  and  has  attained  the  venerable  age  of  eighty 
years.  His  wife,  born  in  1834,  passed  away  in  1907,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
Mrs.  Schwantje  emigrated  to  the  United  States  alone  in  1893,  but  came  to  Columbus, 
Nebraska,   with   her  uncle,   John   Saalfeld.      By  her  marriage   she  has   become  the 
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mother  of  twelve  children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  surviving  children  are 
as  follows:  F.  Wilhelm,  who  was  born  August  27,  1895,  and  still  remains  on  the 
home  farm  with  his  father;  Rose  Marie,  who  was  born  December  7,  1896,  and  is 
a  student  in  the  Columbus  high  school;  Herbert  P.,  whose  birth  occurred  June  29, 
1900;  Albert  E.,  born  July  31,  1902;  Emma  K.,  whose  natal  day  was  March  2, 
1904;  Alice  H.,  born  May  12,  1906',  Hilda  A.,  born  July  12,  1909;  and  Irena 
Minnie,  born  November  10,  1911. 

The  family  residence  is  not  far  from  Columbus,  so  that  Mr.  Schwantje  is  able 
to  send  his  children  to  the  city  schools.  His  political  allegiance  has  always  been 
given  the  republican  party  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  and 
while  living  in  Colfax  county  he  served  for  nine  years  as  school  director  in  Shell 
Creek  township.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church  .uul  his  C'liristian 
belief. guides  him  in  all  of  his  relations  with  his  fellowmen.  He  has  1.  ,1  a  husy  life 
in  which  industry  and  determination  have  been  his  chief  characteristies.  Gradually 
he  has  worked  his  way  upward  and  the  worth  of  his  business  methods  is  indicated  in 
his  growing  success,  for  he  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Platte  county. 


EDWARD  E.   AND  ROBERT  A.  NEWMAN. 

Edward  E.  and  Robert  A.  Newman,  twin  brothers  and  enterprising  farmers  of 
Columbus  township,  living  on  section  26,  are  representatives  of  one  of  the  old 
pioneer  families  of  Platte  county.  They  were  born  January  12,  1896,  on  the  farm 
where  tliey  still  reside,  being  sons  of  William  J.  and  Clara  (Merritt)  Newman, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa  respectively.  In  early  life  William  J.  Newman 
began  earning  his  living  as  a  farm  hand.  His  father  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war  and 
this  naturally  threw  him  upon  his  own  resources.  After  his  marriage  he  removed 
westward  to  Nebraska  in  the  year  1868.  He  purchased  land  and  began  farming 
amid  the  conditions  which  always  exist  upon  the  frontier.  There  were  many  hard- 
ships and  privations  to  be  met  and  it  was  a  difficult  task  to  convert  the  wild  prairie 
land  into  productive  fields,  but  as  the  years  ]iassed  on  the  results  of  his  labor  were 
seen  in  fine  crops  and  in  splendid  im|)iin  i  nu uls  wliicli  he  placed  upon  his  land. 
In  1890  he  removed  to  section  26,  Coluiiiiuis  Inwnsliip.  and  thereon  planted  shade 
trees  and  orchards.  He  added  other  aecissoriLs  of  the  model  farm  and  lived  the 
life  of  an  active,  ]irogressive,  enterprising  farmer.  As  his  financial  resources  in- 
creased he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  until  it  comprised  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  and  in  addition  to  cultivating  the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and 
climate  engaged  extensively  in  raising  stock.  His  business  affairs  were  carefully, 
systematically  and  energetically  conducted  and  he  therefore  won  a  substantial 
measure  of  prosperity.  He  was  a  republican  in  his  political  views  and  served  for 
many  years  as  supervisor,  making  a  most  creditable  record  in  office.  He  never  failed 
to  cooperate  in  any  measure  for  the  public  good  and  the  cause  of  education  found 
in  him  a  stalwart  champion,  his  work  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  being  most 
effective.  He  died  in  the  year  1911,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years,  and  is  still  sur- 
vived by  his  wife. 

Their  sons,  Edward  E.  and  Robert  A.  Newman,  were  reared  on  the  old  home 
farm    and    attended    school    in    the    neighborhood,    dividing   their   time   between   the 
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acquirement  of  their  education  and  work  in  the  fields.  FoHowing  their  father's  death 
they  began  cultivating  the  home  farm  of  one  hundrc  d  and  sixty  acres.  Tlu  ir  place 
is  known  as  the  Maple  Grove  Stock  Farm,  for  tlurron  they  raise  eonsider.iMe  stock. 
Their  business  training  under  their  father  well  qualified  them  to  take  up  the  work 
which  he  laid  down.  They  are  yet  young  men  of  but  nineteen  years  but  they  have 
made  a  creditable  record,  displaying  excellent  business  ability  and  unfaltering  enter- 


AUGUST  G.   RUNGE. 

August  G.  Runge,  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Platte  county,  owning  three 
lumdred  and  eighty-five  acres  of  land,  was  born  in  Posen,  Germany,  February  -2i, 
1866,  a  son  of  August  Runge,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Columbus  and  an  account 
of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the 
homestead  in  Bismark  township  and  early  became  familiar  with  all  phases  of  farm 
work.  He  purchased  his  father's  farm  two  years  ago  and  as  the  result  of  his  well 
directed  labor  he  has  gained  financial  independence.  He  owns  three  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  good  land  on  section  27,  Bismark  township,  and  twriity-five  acres  in 
Colfax  county,  and  received  a  good  income  from  the  sale  of  his  grain  and  stuck. 

In  1900  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Runge  and  Miss  Ka'ie  Hafner.  a  native 
of  this  county  and  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  Hafner,  who  is  living  retired  in  Colum- 
bus.     To   this    union    have   been    born    four   children.   Artluir,    Sophie,   August    and 

Although  he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  Mr.  Runge  takes  nuieh  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  is  a  stalwart  adherent  of  the  democratic  ])arty.  IL  is  a  com- 
municant of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  whose  teachings  are  found  the  iiiiiiling  principles 
of  his  life,  and  his  influence  is  always  on  the  .side  of  right  and  justice. 


WILLIAM   H.   HOEFELMANN. 

William  H.  Hoefelmann  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Grand  Prairir  t(i«nslii|i,  living 
on  section  14.  He  is  leading  a  life  of  well  directed  industry  .nid  his  suet,  ss  is 
manifest  in  the  fine  appearance  of  his  farm  and  its  many  excelli  nt  inijircn  euients. 
He  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  March  JH.  I  si:,.  .,n,i  is  .,  snn  „f  H.nry  and 
Katrina  Hoefelmann.  His  father  was  a  blacksmith  in  (.,  i-ni.ny.  i.illc.uinir  hjs  trade 
there  until  1867,  when  he  came  to  the  new  world,  settling  at  Mayville,  Wisconsin. 
He  afterward  removed  to  Minnesota  and  lived  retired  in  that  state,  making  liis  home 
with  a  daughter.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  churcli. 

William  H.  Hoefelmann  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Germany  and 
in  his  youthful  days  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  some 
time.  He  was  also  employed  at  farm  labor  and  his  time  was  thus  passed  in  the 
service  of  others  until  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account.  Thinking  to  find  better 
opportunities  in  the  new  world,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1866,  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age  and  established  his  home  at  Mayville,  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  there 
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remaining  until  January,  1869,  when  he  came  to  Platte  county,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade,  engaging  in  blacksmithing  in  Columbus  until  1873.  In  that  year  he  again 
turned  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits,  homesteading  eighty  acres  on 
section  14,  Grand  Prairie  township.  His  first  home  was  a  sod  house  and  there  were 
no  improvements  upon  the  place.  He  had  little  money  and  began  his  farm  work 
with  ox  teams.  He  worked  persistently  and  energetically  to  till  the  soil,  converting 
the  wild  prairie  into  richly  cultivated  fields  and  as  he  gathered  good  crops,  which 
brought  him  substantial  financial  return,  he  kept  adding  to  his  place  until  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  has  always  followed 
stock-raising  in  addition  to  general  farming  and  both  branches  of  his  business  have 
proven  profitable.  He  has  many  good  improvements  upon  his  place,  which  now 
presents  a  most  attractive  appearance,  constituting  one  of  the  pleasing  features  in 
the  landscape. 

In  1S7  1  Mr.  H(n  fclmann  was  married  to  :Miss  Sophia  Kunnemann,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  a.ul  Katit'  (  I-Jil,  rs)  Kunnmiann.  who  were  natives  of  Oldenburg,  and  who  are 
mentinn.d  at  Un-tli  in  eoniuction  with  the  sketch  of  H.  L.  Kunnemann  on  another 
page  of  this  work.  To  -Mr.  and  yirs.  Hoefelmann  liavr  l.,rn  born  nine  children: 
William,  wlio  is  married  and  who  is  engaged  in  larniiii- ;  Anirlia.  the  wife  of  E.  F. 
Hellbush;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Otto  Loseke ;  Edwaril  and  .Vd.ilpli,  both  at  home;  Ida, 
the  wife  of  Otto  Ostcn;  Ernst,  at  home;  Arvena.  the  wife  of  Carstcn  Peterson,  Jr.; 
and  Clara,  with  her  parents. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Hoefelmann  is  connected  with  the  German  Lutheran 
church,  assisting  in  organizing  St.  John's  church  on  section  13,  Grand  Prairie  town- 
ship. In  connection  therewith  is  conducted  a  parochial  school  and  the  work  of  the 
church  is  in  excellent  condition.  He  has  filled  all  of  the  church  offices  and  has  put 
forth  earnest  effort  to  advance  the  cause  of  religion  in  this  locality.  His  has  been 
an  active  and  well  spent  life  and  at  present  he  is  largely  leaving  the  work  of  the  farm 
to  his  sons,  who,  following  in  his  footsteps,  are  energetic,  progressive  agriculturists. 
This  enables  Mr.  Hoefelmann  to  enjoy  rest  and  indulge  in  those  things  which  are 
most  interesting  to  him.  He  belongs  to  that  class  of  citizens  who,  leaving  the  father- 
land, have  improved  the  opportunities  offered  in  the  new  world  and  in  winning 
success  have  also  contributed  to  the  progress  and  improvement  of  the  districts  in 
which  they  live. 


WILHELM  LOSEKE. 

Wilhelm  Loseke  has  passed  the  seventy-first  milestone  on  life's  journey  and  is 
now  living  retired  in  Platte  Center.  In  boyhood  he  herded  sheep  and  worked  on 
farms  in  Germany,  thus  starting  upon  his  business  career  and  his  gradual  advance- 
ment has  brought  him  to  a  place  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  adopted  coun- 
ty. The  attainment  of  success  with  him  has  meant  years  of  hard  work,  but  his 
persistency,  indefatigable  industry  and  determination  have  carried  him  steadily  for- 
ward. He  was  horn  in  Germany,  March  16,  1844,  a  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Hiller)  Loseke,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father  owned  a  farm 
there  and  never  came  to  the  new  world. 

Wilhelm  Loseke  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  six  sons  and  ac- 
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uired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  country.  There  he  began 
erding  sheep  and  also  worked  at  farm  labor  until  he  came  to  the  United  States 
1  1 866,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-two  years.  He  made  his  way  to  Dodge 
aunty,  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  then  settled  on  section 
,  Lost  Creek  township,  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  obtained  ,i  lionusUad  claim 
lies  in  the  district  and  comlitiniis  dl  pioneer 
ies  and  no  churches,  no  roads  liad  lu-,ii  laid 
School  was  held  in  a  little  sod  house  and 
Fith  logs  above  the  ground  and  with  a  shingle 
roof.  He  began  farming,  using  oxen  with  which  to  break  the  sod  and  till  the 
fields.  He  made  the  journey  to  Nebraska  from  Wisconsin,  driving  across  the  coun- 
try in  a  wagon  with  his  brother.  He  saw  hard  times  when  the  country  was  new 
and  went  through  many  privations  and  difficult  experiences.  There  were  heavy 
snow  storms  in  the  winter  with  no  trees  to  break  the  wind,  which  swept  over  the 
prairies,  carrying  the  snow  in  great  drifts.  Columbus  was  at  that  time  only  a 
village  and  the  town  of  Platte  Center  had  not  been  laid  out.  Year  after  year  Mr. 
Loseke  carefully  developed  his  fields  and  put  forth  a  most  earnest  effort  to  improve 
his  farm.  He  always  tried  to  keep  good  stock  and  as  conditions  imjjroved  and  his 
financial  resources  became  greater,  he  began  raising  Durham  cattle,  becoming  one 
of  the  well  known  stock  dealers  of  the  county.  To  his  original  tract  of  eighty 
acres  he  also  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  twelve  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Platte  county  and  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Wheeler 
County,  Nebraska.  He  developed  his  herds  until  he  became  one  of  the  extensive 
cattle  raisers  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  would  take  his  cattle  to  Wheeler  county, 
where  he  found  abundant  pasturage.  To  the  man  of  resolute  spirit  and  honorable 
purpost  diliiiiiltiis  give  way  as  snow  melts  before  the  summer  sun  and  thus  it  was 
that  alhr  i  liiii.  Mr.  Loseke  found  himself  on  the  highroad  to  success,  along  which 
he  has  stcidiiy  advanced  until  he  is  now  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  his  part 
of  the  state. 

On  tlie  nth  of  March.  1873,  Mr.  Loseke  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Hagkman,  who  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  on  the  27th  of  September,  1818, 
a  daughter  of  Bernhard  and  Maria  (Zeemer)  Hagleman,  who  were  farming  people 
of  Germany,  in  which  country  they  spent  their  entire  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loseke 
have  become  the  parents  of  six  children.  Louis  C,  the  eldest,  born  in  187-1,  died 
in  1910.  He  was  a  representative  farmer,  who  owned  land  and  also  cultivated 
land  belonging  to  his  father.  He  was  very  prominent  and  popular  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  made  his  home,  was  an  active,  progressive  citizen  and  served 
as  township  trustee.  For  ten  years  he  filled  the  office  of  school  director  and  he 
exercised  an  influence  for  good  upon  the  public  life  of  the  community.  He  married 
■Helena  Hurley,  of  Platte  Center,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
Elza,  Ernest,  Walter  and  Louis,  the  last  named  being  born  after  his  father's  death. 
The  second  son  of  the  Loseke  family  is  Otto  Henry,  who  lives  on  his  father's 
farm  in  Lost  Creek  township.  He  is  married  and  has  three  children,  Esther, 
Elmer  and  Pearl.  William  H.,  a  farmer  residing  in  Burrows  township,  is  married 
and  has  three  children,  Leona,  Verna  and  Siegfried.  Alma  is  the  wife  of  Christ 
Martens,  of  Platte  Center,  and  they  have  two  children,  Goldie  and  Louis.  Gt'orire 
F.  is  at  home.  Anna  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Herbert  Buttner,  a  farmer  of  Madiso» 
county. 
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Politically  Mr.  Loseke  has  always  followed  a  somewhat  independent  course  and 
has  never  had  a  desire  for  public  office.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran 
church  and  he  aided  in  organizing  the  schools  and  churclus  near  his  home  when 
upon  the  farm.  For  the  past  three  years  he  has  lived  retired  in  I'latte  Center 
and  has  become  a  stockholder  of  the  Farmers  State  Bank  there.  His  influence 
lias  ever  been  on  the  side  of  advancement  and  improvement  and  his  labors  have 
wrought  substantial  results  for  the  benefit  of  the  community.  He  has  long  been 
accounted  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  state  and  is  one  of  the 
honored  pioneers  of  Platte  county,  having  for  almost  a  half  century  resided  within 
its  borders.  He  has  therefore  witnessed  practically  its  entire  growth  and  develop- 
ment and  his  memory  forms  a  connecting  link  between  the  primitive  past  and  the 
progressive  present.  He  remembers  the  days  when  there  were  great  stretches 
of  open  prairie  on  which  could  be  seen  no  trace  of  the  work  of  man.  He  rejoices 
in  the  changes  which  have  been  wrought,  introducing  into  this  district  an  advanced 
civilization,  and  none  the  less  remarkable  than  the  growth  of  the  county  is  the 
eliange  in  his  own  fortunes,  wrought  by  his  own  labor  and  business  ability. 


JOHN    SCHOLZ. 


John  Scholz,  who  devotes  his  time  and  energies  to  general  farming  and  is  also 
known  as  one  of  the  leading  stockraisers  of  Loup  township,  makes  his  home  on  section 
24,  where  he  has  an  excellent  farm  property  of  one  hundred  and  six  acres.  He  has 
lived  in  this  county  since  October  28,  1875,  arriving  here  when  a  youth  of  about 
twelve  years.  He  was  born  in  Moravia,  Austria,  September  12,  1863,  a  son  of  John 
and  Anna  (Olbrich)  Scholz.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Hukowitz,  Austria,  on 
the  18th  of  April,  1841,  passed  away  on  the  28th  of  August,  1898,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven  years.  He  arrived  in  America  on  the  28th  of  October,  1875,  and  reached 
Columbus,  Nebraska,  later  in  that  year,  at  which  time  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
six  acres  of  land,  after  which  he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
life's  labors  were  ended  in  death.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  democratic 
party  after  he  took  out  his  naturalization  papers,  and  his  religious  faith  was  that 
of  the  Catholic  church.  In  1861  he  had  wedded  Miss  Anna  Olbrich,  who  was  born 
January  20,  1843,  and  passed  away  in  Loup  township  on  the  15th  of  August,  1885. 

John  Scholz  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Austria  until  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  new  world.  He  was  early 
trained  to  farm  labor  and  has  always  worked  upon  his  father's  farm  save  for  two 
years  when  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  neighborhood.  Since  his  father's 
death  he  has  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old  home  property  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  six  acres  of  land  that  is  rich  and  arable, 
responding  readily  to  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  it.  His  farm  work 
is  carefully  conducted  along  progressive  lines  and  excellent  success  rewards  his 
efforts.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  raising  of  Chester  White  hogs,  shipping  quite  a 
number  each  year,  and  he  also  raises  Red  Polled  cattle. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  1899.  Mr.  Scholz  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  Liebengut,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Canton  Bern,  Switzerland,  May  20,  1878, 
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her   parents   being  John   and   Elizabeth    (Nyffenacher)    Liebengut.      To   this   union 
have  been  born  five  children,  namely:  Frank,  Walter,  Anton,  Helen  and  Esther. 

Mr.  Scholz  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
German  Reformed  church.  In  politics  he  is  an  independent  democrat,  holding  to  the 
right  to  form  his  own  opinions  and  plan  his  own  political  course  regardless  of  party 
dictation.  He  has  served  as  school  director  and  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  in  which  connection  he  rendered  decisions  which  were  strictly  fair  and  im- 
partial, making  an  excellent  record  in  office.  His  life  has  been  an  active  and  useful 
one,  crowned  with  the  measure  of  success  that  rewards  earnest,  persistent  labor. 


FRITZ  LOSEKE. 


Fritz  Loseke,  making  his  home  on  section  18,  Bismark  township,  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Platte  county  for  forty-seven  years  and  has  long  been  actively  and  suc- 
cessfully identified  with  agricultural  pursuits,  now  owning  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  valuable  land  in  Bismark  township  and  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Columbus  township.  His  birth  occurred  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  on  the 
I9th  of  October,  1861,  his  parents  being  Johann  or,  in  English,  John  and  Margreta 
(Beneke)  Loseke.  also  natives  of  Oldenburg.  In  the  year  1868  they  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  the  United  States  and  made  their  way  direct  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska, 
the  father  taking  up  a  homestead  claim  of  eighty  acres  in  Bismark  township,  where 
our  subject  now  resides.  The  pioneer  home  of  the  family  was  a  sod  house  of  one 
room,  with  dimensions  of  ten  by  twelve  feet.  It  was  a  wet  season  and  one  night  the 
little  structure  collapsed.  Fritz  Loseke,  a  lad  of  seven,  was  sleeping  on  a  trunk  or 
wooden  box,  while  his  mother  and  father  lay  in  bed.  The  wall  fell  on  the  bed 
bearing  down  the  mother,  who  was  ne.irly  snidtliercd  before  rescued  by  the  father. 
John  Loseke  next  erected  a  one-room  fruiir  lioiisi.  fourteen  by  sixteen  feet,  in  which 
the  family  lived  until  1884,  which  y.-.n-  witiu  s^ 
commodious  frame  residence.  The  one-room  fraiiir  l)iiildin 
now  used  as  a  granary.  John  Loseke  continued 
to  his  final  rest  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
years  old.  Both  were  devoted  members  of  tin 
was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  re  i;ii 
during  the  long  period  of  their  residence  in  the  c. 
children,  one  son  and  four  daughters,  as  follows 
passed  away  in  1911  and  was  the  wife  of  John  Groteluschen ;  Catherine,  the  widow 
of  Bernard  H.  Asclie,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  on  another  paae  of  this  work;  Mary, 
who  was  the  wife  of  August  Boettcher  and  passed  away  in  1885;  and  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  Paul  Briese,  of  Albion,  Nebraska. 

Fritz  Loseke  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  in  Bismark  township  and 
eventually  came  into  possession  of  the  old  homestead  property,  which  comprised  two 
eighty-acre  tracts  and  one  of  fifty  acres.  Farming  has  claimed  his  attention  through- 
out his  entire  business  career  and  that  success  has  attended  his  labors  is  indicated 
in  the  fact  that  he  now  owns  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  rich  and  productive 
land  in   Bismark  township  and  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Columbus 
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township.  He  has  planted  his  fields  in  the  grains  most  suitable  to  tlie  soil  and 
climate  and  rich  harvests  reward  his  systematic  efforts. 

On  November  18,  1885,  Mr.  Loseke  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie 
Ahrens,  a  native  of  Platte  county  and  a  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Anna  (Loseke) 
Ahrens.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loseke  have  become  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as 
follows:  Alvina,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Barjenbruch,  of  Leigh,  Nebraska; 
Louise,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Carl  Reins  of  Shell  Creek  township ; 
Walter,  who  follows  farming  in  Columbus  township  and  married  Edna  Schmitt;  and 
Ida,  Edwin,  Lawrence,  Leona  and  Selma,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Loseke  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  democracy,  believing  firmly  in  its  principles.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  His  life  has  been  iu  all  its  phases  upright,  straightforward  and 
honorable  and  by  intelligent  and  scientific  cultivation  of  his  excellent  farm  he  has 
gained  a  comfortable  fortune  for  himself  and  added  to  the  resources  of  his  section 
a  model  agricultural  enterprise,  the  operation  of  which  in  all  its  departments  is  thor- 
oughly modern,  adequate  and  practical. 


REV.  KNUTE  LOBINSKI. 

Rev.  Knute  Lobinski,  pastor  of  St.  Michael's  Catholic  church  at  Tarnov,  was 
born  in  West  Prussia,  Germany,  February  12,  1879,  a  son  of  Robert  and  Ottilia 
(Brunke)  Lobinski,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  West  Prussia,  where  the  father 
learned  and  followed  the  wagon  making  trade.  In  the  year  1881  he  brought  his 
family  to  the  new  world,  making  his  way  to  Chicago,  where  he  and  his  wife  now 
reside.     He  has  put  aside  active  business  cares  and  is  living  retired. 

Tlie  Rev.  Knute  Lobinski  attended  St.  Augustine's  school  in  Chicago  and  St. 
Joseph's  College  at  Teutopolis,  Illinois.  He  afterward  returned  to  Chicago,  where 
for  a  year  he  studied  in  the  Franciscan  Fathers  College.  Later  he  went  to  Indian- 
apolis, where  for  two  years  he  was  a  student  at  the  Franciscan  College,  after 
which  he  entered  the  St.  Louis  Franciscan  Seminary  and  on  the  completion  of  his 
course  of  study  there  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  1908. 

Having  thus  taken  holy  orders.  Rev.  Lobinski  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Radom, 
Illinois,  where  for  over  a  year  he  had  charge  of  two  stations.  He  was  then  sent 
to  Washington,  ISIissouri,  where  he  served  as  pastor  for  a  year.  He  next  removed 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  for  eighteen  months  was  assistant  in  the  large  St.  Stanislas 
church,  after  which  he  was  transferred  to  Chicago  as  chaplain  of  the  Cook  County 
Infirmary.  There  he  remained  for  six  months  and  in  July,  1913,  he  arrived  in 
Platte  county,  Nebraska,  having  been  made  pastor  of  St.  Micliael's  church  at  Tarnov, 
where  he  is  still  stationed.  He  also  has  supervision  over  the  schools  of  Tarnov, 
with  an  attendance  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  pupils,  and  the  church  is  represented 
by  one  hundred  and  forty- five  families.  In  1880  a  small  church  building  was 
1  1884  this  was  remodeled  and  enlarged.  A  parochial  school  was  first 
and  in  1890  the  Sisters  took  charge.  In  1892  St.  Michael's  church 
nodeled  and  enlarged  and  was  incorporated  in  1893.  The  present 
,  which  is  a  fine  one,  was  erected  in  1902  at  a  cost  of  eighteen  thou- 
and   in  October  of  that  vear  was  dedicated  bv  the  Rt.   Rev.   Richard 
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Scannell.  The  new  school  was  built  in  1911  and  1912  and  with  the  new 
for  the  priest  was  dedicated  on  the  15th  of  October  of  the  latter  year.  The  c 
property  now  includes  one  of  the  finest  church  edifices  and  schools  to  be  fot 
Platte  county.  Four  Sisters  are  now  acting  as  teachers  in  the  school  und( 
charge  of  Sister  Cassiana  as  superintendent,  and  under  the  guidance  of 
I.obinski  the  work  of  the  church  is  growing  in  all  of  its  various  departments. 


CARL  SIVERS. 

Carl  Sivers,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Walker 
township,  was  born  in  York  county,  Nebraska,  January  15,  1885,  a  son  of  Alfred 
Sivers.  He  was  educated  in  the  country  schools  and  in  early  life  became  familiar 
with  farm  work.  He  has  continued  to  follow  the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared 
and  now  owns  and  operates  the  liomestead  on  section  15,  Walker  township.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  pays  especial  attention  to  the  raising  of  cattle  and 
hogs  which  he  finds  very  profitable.  He  watches  the  market  carefully  and  as  his 
stock  is  in  good  condition  he  seldom  fails  to  sell  at  a  good  price. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1912,  Mr.  Sivers  was  married  to  Miss  Fanny  Lymath, 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Lymath,  who  removed  to  this  county  from  England 
many  years  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sivers  have  a  daughter,  Sophia,  who  was  born 
November  13,   1913. 

Mr.  Sivers  is  a  progressive  in  his  political  views,  believing  that  in  politics,  as  in 
other  phases  of  life,  continuous  advancement  should  be  made.  He  is  a  communi- 
cant of  the  Lutheran  church  and  in  all  relations  of  life  has  conformed  his  conduct 
to  high  ethical  standards.  Although  yet  a  young  man,  he  has  gained  a  gratifying 
measure  of  success  and  his  energy  and  excellent  judgment  insure  him  continued 
prosperity. 


DANIEL  MURDOCK. 

In  the  death  of  Daniel  Murdock,  Oconee  lost  a  citizen  who  had  long  figured  as 
one  of  its  representative  residents  and  honored  business  men.  He  had  many  sterling 
traits  of  character  which  endeared  him  to  all.  His  life  was  as  the  day  with  its 
morning  of  hope  and  promise,  its  noontide  of  activity,  its  evening  of  successful  and 
completed  effort,  ending  in  the  grateful  rest  and  quiet  of  the  night.  He  had  attained 
the  age  of  almost  seventy-four  years  when  called  to  his  final  rest  on  the  27th  of 
June,  1913,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  August  1,  1839. 
He  came  from  Kentucky  to  Platte  county  and  settled  in  Lost  Creek  township  in  1884, 
where  the  village  of  Oconee  now  stands.  There  he  purchased  land  and  to  his 
holdings  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  became  the  possessor  of  eleven  hundred 
acres  and  was  one  of  the  extensive  landowners  and  farmers  of  the  district.  He 
carried  on  general  farming  with  good  success,  also  built  a  grain  elevator  and  con- 
ducted a  lumber  business  from  1889  until  1907  or  for  a  period  of  eighteen  years. 
He  then  sold  his  elevators  to  the  T.  B.  Hord  Grain  Company  of  Central  City,  Ne- 
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braska,  and  throughout  his   remaining  daj'S  lived  retired   from  active  business,  en- 
joying a  well  earned  rest. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  1865,  Mr.  Murdock  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Wetherbee,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
namely :  Julia,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Dawson,  a  landowner  of  Oconee,  Nebraska ; 
and  Fannie,  at  home.  In  religious  belief  Mr.  Murdock  was  a  Unitarian,  while  his 
political  faith  was  that  of  the  republican  party.  He  took  an  active  interest  in 
promoting  the  success  of  the  party  and  was  called  to  public  office,  serving  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  two  terms  and  also  as  postmaster,  in  both  of  which  connections  he 
made  an  excellent  record.  He  was  always  loyal  to  duty  and  whether  in  office  or  out 
of  it  was  a  public-spirited  citizen  who  contributed  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  district 
in  which  he  lived  by  supporting  all  measures  and  movements  which  he  deemed  of 
public  value. 


EMIL  HELD. 


Emil  Held,  a  successful  farmer  living  on  section  25,  Bismark  township,  is  a 
native  son  of  that  township,  his  birth  having  occurred  a  half  mile  north  of  his 
present  farm  on  section  24,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1868.  His  parents  were  John 
and  Margaret  (Schneller)  Held.  The  father,  a  native  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany, 
was  born  January  13,  1824,  and  was  therefore  forty-nine  years  of  age  when  he 
passed  away  in  December,  1873.  He  acquired  a  good  education  in  his  native 
country  and  for  five  years  was  a  soldier,  serving  as  a  sub-lieutenant.  He  emigrated 
to  America  in  1854  and  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Platte  county  and  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  town  of  Columbus.  He  took  up  a  homestead  on  Shell  creek 
in  Bismark  township,  and  afterward  purchased  additional  land  from  time  to  time 
until  he  was  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  forty  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
In  pioneer  times  he  became  an  Indian  scout  and  fighter,  becoming  familiar  with  all 
of  the  wily  methods  of  the  red  men,  conversant  with  every  phase  of  Indian  warfare. 
He  displayed  great  courage  and  loyalty  in  this  connection  and  lived  to  see  the  day 
when  there  was  little  danger  of  Indian  attack  on  the  western  frontier.  He  endured 
all  of  the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to  pioneer  life.  He  had  faith  in  the 
possibilities  of  the  county,  however,  and  persevered  in  spite  of  obstacles  and  dis- 
couragements, doing  his  part  well  in  the  work  of  developing  a  pros|)crous  agricul- 
tural region  from  the  wild  prairie.  He  not  only  aided  in  the  material  development 
of  his  locality  but  also  did  his  part  in  promoting  the  other  interests  of  life,  serving 
acceptably  as  school  director  and  aiding  in  the  work  of  the  German  Lutheran  church, 
to  which  he  belonged.  His  political  allegiance  w,is  given  to  tlie  democratic  party. 
He  passed  away  in  December,  1873,  and  his  demise  was  deeply  regretted  by  many. 
On  the  13th  of  March,  1861,  Mr.  Held  had  wedded  Margaret  Schneller,  who  was 
born  in  Hessen,  Germany,  January  1,  1840,  and  came  alone. to  the  new  world  in 
1855.  To  them  were  born  the  following  children:  Jacob  and  Gesenc.  both  of  whom 
died  in  childhood;  Louis  and  John,  both  r,  sid,  nts  of  Cdlumbus  :  Emil.  of  this  review; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Albert  Klug,  of  Columbus;  Julius,  a  resident  of  California;  and 
Richard,  a  farmer  of  Bismark  township,  this  county.  After  the  death  of  her  first 
husband,  Mrs.   Held  became  the  wife  of  Henrv   Schwartz,  who  was  born  in  West 
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Prussia,  Germany,  July  1  i,  1813,  and  died  January  15,  1901.  By  that  marriage 
there  were  two  children:  Otto,  a  farmer  of  ^Merrick  county;  and  Frank,  living  in 
Shelby.     Mrs.  Schwartz  is  now  living  in  Columbus. 

Emil  Held  attended  the  common  schools  in  the  acquirement  of  his  early  education 
and  subsequently  was  for  one  term  a  student  in  the  Columbus  high  school.  After 
reaching  mature  years  he  operated  the  home  farm  until  1893.  Two  years  later  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  lifty-five  acres  on  section  25,  Bismark  township,  where 
he  has  since  lived  and  which  he  has  fenced  and  otherwise  improved.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  specializes  in  the  raising  of  shorthorn  cattle  and  graded  Poland 
China  hogs.     His  work  is  well  managed  and  3'ields  him  a  good  financial  return. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1893,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Held  and  Miss 
Rachel  Schmid,  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Barbara  (Baumgartner)  Schmid.  She  was 
born  in  Colfax  county,  this  state,  July  19,  1875,  and  died  June  8,  1911,  leaving  six 
children:  Lottie;  Elsie;  Lily,  who  is  in  high  school;  and  Margaret,  Louis  and 
Gertrude,  all  attending  the  eoiiiiiinu   scIhkiIs. 

Mr.  Held  gives  his  political  allttii.inee  to  the  democratic  party  and  has  taken 
considerable  interest  in  local  public  afl'airs.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  township 
board  and  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term  as  school  director,  his  retention  in  that 
office  being  the  best  proof  of  his  faithful  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  devolving 
upon  him.  He  is  an  influential  ni< mb,  r  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  of  which 
he  is  serving  as  secretary,  and  in  iiis  n  Iii;iiuis  faith  is  found  the  guiding  force  of  his 
life.  He  is  also  a  trustee  and  srci-ctary  of  the  Calvary  Cemetery  Association.  Like 
his  father,  he  has  always  been  willing  to  do  anything  in  his  power  to  promote  the 
public  good  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  valuable  citizens  of  his  township. 


HENRY    SISSLE. 


Henry  Sissle,  devoting  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  with  excel- 
lent results,  owns  and  cultivates  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  sections 
14  and  15,  Columbus  township.  His  birth  occurred  near  Canton,  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  15th  of  January,  1873,  his  parents  being  John  W.  and  Susan  (Derr)  Sissle, 
the  former  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  December  30,  1830,  and  the  latter  in 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  2,  1834.  John  W.  Sissle  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  the  United  States  in  young  manhood,  locating  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  and  there  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  Scarcity  of 
money  obliged  him  to  abandon  blacksmithing  and  he  purchased  a  small  farm  near 
Canton  which  he  operated  until  1883,  when  he  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska, 
arriving  here  on  the  28th  day  of  March.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  on  section  14,  Columbus  township,  which  had  been  originally  taken  up  by 
James  Warner  and  was  the  third  place  entered  in  that  part  of  the  county.  There 
he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  continuous!)'  and  successfully  until  called  to  his 
final  rest  in  1911,  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  eighty  years.  The  period  of  his 
residence  in  this  county  covered  twenty-eight  years  and  in  his  passing  the  community 
lost  one  of  its  substantial  agriculturists  and  esteemed  citizens.  It  was  in  the  year 
1860,  in  Ohio,  that  he  wedded  Miss   Susan  Derr,  who  passed   away   in   Columbus, 
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Nebraska,  iMarcli  27,  1914,  when  eighty  years  of  age.  Both  were  consistent  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Church  of  God.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
three  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Henry,  of  this  review;  Emma,  who  is  a  resident  of 
Columbus ;  and  Mrs.  Anna  Moore,  living  in  Genoa,  Nebraska. 

Henry  Sissle  was  a  youth  of  ten  years  when  brought  to  this  county  by  his  parents 
and  has  always  remained  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Columbus  township.  After  his 
mother's  death  he  purchased  the  property  and  has  since  bought  an  additional  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  so  that  his  holdings  now  embrace  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  is  a  hard-working, 
industrious  man  who  well  merits  the  success  which  has  come  to  him. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  the  journey  of  life  Mr.  Sissle  chose  Miss  Greta 
Lawrence,  a  native  of  Adams  county,  Iowa,  by  whom  he  has  four  children,  namely : 
Harry,  Edith.  Martha  and  Mabel.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Church  of  God. 
Henry  Sissle  has  lived  in  Platte  county  for  more  than  three  decades  and  enjoys  an 
enviable  rejautation  as  one  of  its  representative  agriculturists  and  respected  citizens. 


D.  H.  HARRINGTON. 


Business  enterprise  in  Duncan  finds  a  worthy  representative  in  D.  H.  Harring- 
ton, the  vice  president  of  the  Duncan  State  Bank  and  also  a  prominent  figure  in 
connection  with  the  grain,  lumber  and  coal  trade.  His  judgment  is  sound,  his 
sagacity  keen  and  the  energy  which  he  displays  in  carrying  on  his  business  affairs 
has  also  been  one  of  the  salient  forces  in  his  success.  He  was  born  in  Niagara 
county.  New  York,  July  24,  1860,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Harrington,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Sligo,  Ireland.  In  early  life  the  father  came  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  near  Lockport,  New  York,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  His 
wife  died  in  the  year  1863. 

D.  H.  Harrington  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  but  his  course 
was  often  interrupted  owing  to  the  necessity  of  providing  for  his  own  support.  He 
left  home  when  but  ten  years  of  age  and  worked  as  a  farm  hand,  being  employed 
in  that  way  near  Newton,  Jasper  county,  Iowa.  Later  he  removed  to  Lancaster 
county,  Nebraska,  in  1875  and  there  engaged  in  farm  work  and  also  attended  school. 
He  afterward  returned  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Mills  county,  where  he  began  farming 
on  his  own  account  on  a  tract  of  land  wiiieli  be  rmttd.  He  lived  there  from  1878 
until  1884,  when  he  went  to  C'lu  yernu  ,  Wyoming,  and  was  with  the  Warren  Stock 
Company  on  a  ranch,  where  he  punched  cattle  and  did  general  ranch  work.  On 
the  15th  of  July,  1887,  he  came  to  Duncan  and  started  a  feeding  ranch  for  the 
Warren  Live  Stock  Company  of  Cheyenne.  He  had  charge  of  the  feeding  at  this 
place  until  1898  and  fed  thousands  of  cattle,  sheep  and  horses.  In  that  year,  how- 
ever, ambitious  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account,  he  embarked  in  the  grain 
trade  and  so  continued  until  1901,  when  he  became  manager  for  the  T.  B.  Hord 
Grain  Company.  He  is  now  the  manager  of  a  large  grain,  lumber  and  coal  business, 
which  he  eaiialily  and  successfully  controls.  He  also  aided  in  promoting  and  organ- 
izing tlu-  Duncan  State  Bank,  of  which  he  was  chosen  as  vice  president,  in  which 
position  iie  still  continues,  his  ability  and  energy  constituting  an  impetus  that  has 
brought  success  to  the  institution.     His  fellow  officers  are  George  P.  Bissell,  president. 
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and  A.  J.  Lindlcy,  cashier.  The  bank  is  capitalized  for  ten  thousand  dollars  and  has 
a  surplus  of  thirty-five  hundred  dollars.  It  was  chartered  on  the  27th  of  September, 
1909,  its  stockholders  being:  George  P.  Bissell,  of  Central  City;  A.  J.  Lindley  and 
D.  H.  Harrington,  of  Duncan;  C.  H.  Gray,  of  Central  City;  Herman  Ernst  and 
Jolin  P.  Sokal,  of  Duncan;  and  Hannah  L.  S.  Lonsey,  of  Clarks.  The  bank  opened 
its  doors  for  business  January  '2,  1910,  and  its  official  statement  issued  April  21, 
1915,  showed  the  business  to  be  in  an  excellent  condition.  It  now  has  over  thirty-one 
thousand  dollars  on  deposit  and  over  sixty-nine  thousand  dollars  in  loans  and  dis- 
counts. The  total  business  of  the  bank  in  all  of  its  different  connections  and  interests 
figures  up  to  ninety-three  thousand,  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1892,  Mr.  Harrington  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Letitia  Jones,  a  native  of  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  Lewis  Jones,  who 
was  one  of  the  early  farmers  of  that  coimty.  In  1884  he  came  to  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  and  began  farming  in  Butler  township,  carrying  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  to  the  present  time  upon  the  homestead  which  he  secured  on  first  coming  to 
the  county. 

Mr.  Harrington  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Silver  Creek,  having  joined 
the  order  on  attaining  his  majority.  He  also  belongs  to  Columbus  Lodge  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  In  politics  he  is  a  rejDublican  and  for  many 
years  has  been  one  of  the  active  party  workers,  his  influence  carrying  weight  in  its 
local  councils.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  central  committee  and  he  has  also 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Duncan,  which  town  he  aided  in  incor- 
porating. He  has  made  his  own  way  in  life,  but  he  does  not  bear  the  scars  and  the 
marks  of  battle.  Although  he  has  had  many  difficulties  with  which  to  contend  he 
has  maintained  a  kindly  spirit,  a  generous  disposition  and  an  upright  purpose  and  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  count}-.  His  success  has  not  aroused  envy  because 
it  has  been  honorably  won  and  because  it  has  constituted  an  element  in  the  upbuild- 
ing and  progress  of  the  community. 


THOMAS    HILL. 


Thomas  Hill  is  the  owner  of  Longview  Farm,  situated  on  section  25,  Monroe 
township,  and  is  a  well  known  citizen  of  that  locality.  He  was  born  in  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  February  6,  1848,  and  after  acquiring  a  common-school  education 
began  work  as  a  farm  hand  in  Ireland.  Later  he  became  a  resident  of  Canada  and 
in  1868  went  to  California,  where  he  lived  somewhat  of  a  roving  life  for  some  time. 
On  leaving  the  Pacific  coast  he  made  his  way  to  Australia  and  to  New  Zealand, 
working  at  odd  jobs.  His  extensive  travels,  however,  brought  him  a  broad  knowledge 
of  the  world,  its  country  and  its  people,  and  he  draws  upon  his  experiences  for  many 
interesting  reminiscences  and  tales.  In  1870  he  returned  to  San  Francisco  and 
lived  in  California  intermittently  until  1882.  He  has  also  taken  three  trips  back 
to  Ireland.  In  the  year  mentioned,  however,  he  settled  upon  a  more  stable  course, 
removing  to  Platte  county,  where  he  purchased  raw  prairie  and  railroad  lands,  be- 
coming the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  25,  Monroe  township, 
at  which  time  he  began  to  farm.  A  third  of  a  century  has  since  come  and  gone  and 
he  still  lives  upon  that  place,  which  he  has  converted  into  a  valuable  farm  property. 
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He  has  added  to  his  possessions  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty-five  acres,  having  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  home  farm, 
which  is  nicely  improved.  He  there  raises  Duroc- Jersey  hogs  and  shorthorn  cattle 
and  also  feeds  considerable  stock,  becoming  recognized  as  one  of  the  representative 
dealers  in  live  stock  in  this  community.  The  active  work  of  the  farm  he  has  now 
largely  put  aside,  his  sons  relieving  him  of  tliat  labor.  In  addition  to  his  other  in- 
terests lie  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Monroe  State  Bank. 

In  the  year  in  which  he  became  a  permanent  resident  of  Nebraska  Thomas  Hill 
was  married  in  Boston,  Massachusettes  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wilhelmina  Blanckenberg, 
who  was  born  in  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Hester 
(Schultz)  Blanckenberg.  Mr.  Blanckenberg  was  in  the  civil  service  and  was  for 
many  years  recorder  of  deeds  in  the  registrar's  office.  He  was  a  well  educated, 
widely  traveled  man,  very  progressive,  and  his  enterprise  contributed  in  large  measure 
to  the  development  and  improvement  of  Cape  Town,  where  he  lived  until  his  death. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Episcopal  church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  have 
been  born  five  children:  William,  Hester  and  Gordon,  all  at  home;  Charles,  a 
druggist  of  Monroe;  and  Roland,  at  home.  All  of  the  children  have  been  given 
good  educational  privileges. 

The  parents  are  consistent  and  faithful  members  of  the  Episcopal  church  and 
Mr.  Hill  gave  the  lot  on  which  to  build  the  church  in  Monroe.  He  has  been  a 
generous  contributor  of  time  and  money  to  the  advancement  of  the  cause  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  have  been  most  active  in  furthering  its  interests,  while  in  various 
church  offices  he  has  been  a  worthy  incumbent.  Both  are  held  in  high  esteem  and  the 
hospitality  of  the  best  homes  of  this  locality  is  freely  extended  them,  while  the  good 
cheer  of  Longview  Farm  makes  it  a  favorite  resort  for  their  many  friends. 


HERMAN  G.  LUESCHEN. 

Herman  G.  Lueschen,  proprietor  of  a  general  stock  farm  on  section  8,  Sherman 
township,  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  January  22,  1838,  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Kate  Margaret  (Kuhlman)  Groteluschen.  After  spending  his  youthful  days 
in  the  fatherland.  Herman  G.  I.ueschen  of  this  review  came  to  the  new  world  in 
1858,  settling  at  ^Nlayville,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  employed  at  farm  labor.  He 
emigrated  to  America  in  order  to  become  an  American  citizen  and  his  interest  in 
his  adopted  country  was  such  that  when  the  safety  of  the  Union  was  menaced  he 
joined  the  army  almost  immediately  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  enlisting  in 
April,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  E.  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
With  his  command  he  went  to  the  south  and  in  the  operations  of  his  regiment  in 
the  Shenandoah  valley  in  Virginia  was  captured.  For  four  months  he  was  im- 
prisoned at  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  and  at  Bell  Island,  after  which  he  was  ex- 
changed. He  took  part  in  a  number  of  hotly  contested  engagements  and  at  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg,  which  incapacitated  him  for 
field  service  for  three  months.  He  was  afterward  called  to  New  York  to  aid  in 
the  suppression  of  riots  .ittendant  upon  the  enforcement  of  the  draft.  Later  he 
was  on  duty  in  Virginia,  and  under  Sherman  he  participated  in  the  siege  of 
Atlanta.      The    entire   regiment   reenlisted,   continuing  at   the    front    until   the   close 
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of  the  war,  at  whicli  time  Mr.  Lueschen  and  his  comrades  participated  in  the  grand 
review  in  Washington,  where  thousands  of  victorious  s(il(li<  rs  marc  lied  through  the 
streets  of  the  city— streets  that  were  lined  by  a  clu.ii.iu  imiKitiule,  while  over 
broad  Pennsylvania  avenue  there  hung  a  banner  beariii-  llir  uords  -Tlie  only  debt 
which  the  country,  owes  that  she  cannot  pay  is  the  debt  which  she  owes  to  lier 
soldiers." 

Mr.  Lueschen  returned  to  Wisconsin  but  in  1869  removed  to  Nebraska  and 
entered  one  hundred  and  si.xty  .icri  s  oC  his  present  farm  on  section  8,  Sherman 
township.  He  has  siuer  cxtiiidrd  llic  luiinidaries  of  his  place  until  it  now  comprises 
two  hundred  and  thirty  aer,  s.  iniuli  ol  uineli  he  has  brought  under  a  higli  state  of 
cultivation,  producing  good  crops  aiiii:ially.  He  also  engages  in  general  stock- 
raising  .and  ni.akes  large  sliipnirnts  lo  the  markets.  His  business  has  been  care- 
fully and  persistently  conducted,  and  sound  judgment  has  directed  his  efforts  at 
all  times,  so  that  he  has  won  substantial  success. 

Mr.  Lueschen  was  married  December  3,  186;),  to  Miss  Bertha  Spanhake.  who 
was  born  October  28,  1817,  and  who  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  nine 
children.     Her  death  occurred  May   12,  1910. 

In  polities  :\Ir.  Lueschen  is  independent  but  is  not  remiss  in  the  duties  of 
citizenship,  aiding  in  various  plans  and  measures  for  the  general  good.  For  a 
long  period  he  served  as  postnia- tor  at  IJohr.t  and  for  over  twenty  years  was  school 
director.  He  belongs  to  St.  Paul's  I'.vang,  lical  church  and  has  "ever  guided  his 
life  according  to  its  teachings.  II,-  has  now  passed  llie  age  of  seventy-seven  years, 
and  his  has  been  a  creditable  and  lion<n-alde  record,  marked  not  only  by  loyalty 
to  his  country  in  times  of  war  but  al.^o  in  limes  of  peace  and  by  equal  loyalty  to 
every  cause  that  he  has  espoused. 


JOHN  AHRENS. 


A  student  of  history  cannot  carry  his  investigations  far  into  the  annals  of  Platte 
county  without  learning  that  the  Ahrens  family  have  taken  active  and  prominent 
part  in  advancing  the  agricultural  development  of  this  part  of  the  state  and  thereby 
contributing  to  the  material  wealth  and  prosperity  of  Platte  county.  A  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  this  family  is  John  Ahrens,  a  most  enterprising  and  successful  general 
farmer,  stock-raiser,  feeder  and  shipper.  Sound  judgment  characterizes  him  in  the 
management  of  all  of  his  business  interests,  which  are  bringing  to  him  gratifying 
and  well  earned  success. 

The  old  Ahrens  homestead  was  one  of  tlie  early  settled  farms  of  the  county 
and  it  was  upon  that  place  that  John  Ahrens  was  born  January  20,  1863,  his  par- 
ents being  Edwin  and  Anna  (Loseke)  Ahrens,  of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere 
in  this  work  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  their  son,  Edwin  Ahrens,  Jr.  At 
the  usual  age  John  Ahrens  entered  the  district  schools  and  to  that  system  is 
indebted  for  the  educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed.  He  worked  upon  the  home 
farm,  continuing  to  assist  his  father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
when  he  started  out  in  business  on  his  own  account.  He  has  since  carried  on  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits.  At  first  he  operated  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the 
home  farm,  to  which  he  devoted  his  attention   for  a  few  years,  and  then  he  made 
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his  first  investment  in  property,  to  which  he  has  added  from  time  to  time  until  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Bismark  township  and  forty 
acres  in  Columbus  township,  his  home  being  situated  on  section  6  of  the  latter 
township.  Upon  his  farm  he  has  one  of  the  best  barns  to  be  found  in  the  county. 
All  of  the  outbuildings  are  equally  good,  furnishing  ample  shelter  to  grain,  stock 
and  farm  machinery.  His  home  is  attractive,  the  building  being  thoroughly  modern 
in  every  respect.  He  raises  the  various  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate 
and  he  feeds  hogs  for  the  market,  making  a  specialty  of  Duroc-Jerseys.  He  also 
does  a  good  dairy  business,  milking  a  number  of  cows,  and  he  likewise  feeds  cattle. 
In  a  word,  his  business  is  carefully  systematized,  well  managed  and  ably  conducted, 
so  that  substantial  results  accrue. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1888,  Mr.  Ahrens  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Louisa  Wurdeman,  by  whom  he  has  six  children,  namely:  Edward  H.  and  E. 
Arthur,  who  follow  farming  in  Bismark  township;  and  Emil  H.,  Anna  A.,  Bertha 
W.  and  E.  Melton,  all  of  whom  are  attending  school. 

Mr.  Ahrens  is  an  independent  democrat,  usually  voting  with  the  party  yet  not 
hesitating  to  follow  an  independent  course  if  his  judgment  so  dictates.  He  has 
served  as  township  treasurer  of  Bismark  township  and  yet  is  not  an  office  seeker  in 
the  usually  accepted  sense  of  the  term.  However,  he  is  not  neglectful  of  the  duties 
of  citizenship  and  does  not  hesitate  to  give  his  time  and  energies  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public.  He  and  his  family  belong  to  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  church 
and  his  interest  in  the  moral  development  of  the  district  is  shown  in  his  generous 
support  of  the  church  and  his  cooperation  with  its  lines  of  work. 


HECTOR    BLASE R. 


An  excellent  farm  of  three  hundred  and  five  acres  situated  on  section  22,  Loup 
township,  is  the  property  of  Hector  Blaser,  who  for  fortj'-six  years  has  lived  in  this 
county,  an  interested  witness  of  its  growth  and  development  and  an  active  factor  in 
its  agricultural  progress.  He  was  born  in  Switzerland  on  the  3d  of  February,  1862, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  John  and  Rosa  Blaser.  in  1 867  when 
a  little  lad  of  five  summers,  the  family  home  being  established  in  Kane  county. 
Illinois,  where  they  remained  for  two  years.  In  1869  they  arrived  in  Nebraska  and 
the  father  homesteaded  eighty  acres  in  Platte  county.  He  carried  on  geucr.il  farming, 
converting  a  tract  of  wild  land  into  richly  cultivated  fields,  in  wliich  lie  annually 
gathered  good  harvests.  He  died  October  28.  1886,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
November   11,   1888. 

Hector  Blaser  was  a  lad  of  but  seven  years  when  the  family  came  to  this  county 
and  throughout  the  intervening  period  he  has  here  remained,  having  the  usual  ex- 
periences of  the  farm-bred  boy  who  worked  in  the  fields  through  vacation  periods 
and  attended  school  in  the  winter  seasons.  He  early  acquired  habits  of  industry  and 
thrift  and  learned  many  practical  lessons  in  the  school  of  experience.  He  has  never 
sought  to  change  his  occupation  but  has  always  continued  active  along  agricultural 
lines  and  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  to  some  extent  in 
stock-raising.  He  has  three  hundred  and  five  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  planted  to  the  crops  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate,  and  he 
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annually  gathers   rich   harvests.      He  also  has   good   improvements   upon   his  place, 
which  is  one  of  the  desirable  farm  properties  of  the  county. 

In  November,  1888,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Blaser  and  JNIiss  Ida 
Martin,  a  daughter  of  J.  G.  Martin,  and  they  have  become  parents  of  six  children: 
Clara,  the  wife  of  Charles  Schmid,  living  in  Platte  county:  and  John,  Hector, 
Samuel,  Otto  and  Edward,  all  at  home.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Blaser  is  a 
democrat,  alwaj's  voting  for  the  men  and  measures  of  the  party.  His  fraternal 
relations  are  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Tribe  of  Ben 
Hur,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed  church,  a  fact  which  indicates 
the  principles  that  govern  his  life  and  control  him  in  all  of  his  relations  with  his 
fellowmen. 


FRED  G.  STENGER. 


For  an  extended  period  Fred  G.  Stenger  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
exten-,ive  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Platte  county,  carefully  conducting  his  business 
affairs  along  well  defined  lines  of  labor,  his  efforts  being  most  intelligently  directed. 
He  is  now  living  )5racticallj'  retired  save  for  the  supervision  which  he  gives  to  his 
interests.  He  still  resides  in  Columbus  township,  occupying  one  of  the  beautiful 
homes  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  June  15,  1857,  and  in  his 
native  country  ]nirsued  his  education  save  for  one  term,  during  which  he  attended 
school  after  coming  to  the  new  world.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  United 
States  and  lived  for  a  brief  time  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  after  which  they  made  their  way 
to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  where  they  arrived  on  the  4th  of  March,  1873. 

Fred  G.  Stenger  continued  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years 
and  during  that  period  had  ample  training  in  all  the  work  of  the  farm,  so  that  he 
became  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  for 
the  crops.  When  he  started  out  in  life  independently  he  began  farming  on  section 
10,  Columbus  township,  having  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  con- 
stituted the  nucleus  of  his  present  extensive  possessions  now  aggregating  fifteen 
iumdred  acres.  This  he  purchased  at  prices  ranging  from  eight  and  a  lialf  to  sixteen 
dollars  per  acre.  He  has  always  been  one  of  the  extensive  stock-raisers  of  tlie  county 
and  in  earlier  years  was  accounted  the  largest  stock  feeder  in  his  locality.  He  has 
displayed  excellent  judgment  in  buying  and  selling  stock  and  has  thus  added  ma- 
terially to  his  financial  resources.  He  also  bought  lands  when  all  was  raw  prairie 
and  when  there  were  few  substantial  improvements  made  in  the  entire  community. 
He  performed  the  arduous  task  of  converting  these  wild  tracts  into  productive  fields 
and  highly  improved  farms,  his  labors  being  attended  with  excellent  results  which 
added  immeasurably  to  the  attractive  appearance  of  the  county  and  contributed  much 
to  its  wealth.  In  1900  he  retired  from  the  active  work  of  the  farm  and  removed  to 
Columbus,  where  he  owns  a  nice  home,  the  purpose  of  his  removal  being  to  educate 
his  children  in  the  Columbus  high  school.  In  1915  he  returned  to  the  farm  where 
agricultural  interests  are  extensively  conducted,  with  the  raising  of  shorthorn  cattle 
as  the  feature  of  his  place. 

In  1886  Air.  Stenger  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline  Benning,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children:     Matilda:  Fredericka.  the  wife  of  O.  L. 
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Baker,  of  Columbus;  Martin,  in  the  Columbus  State  Bank;  Ernest,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Nebraska  Agricultural  College;  and  Fritz,  Edward  and  Margaret,  all  liigh- 
school  students  in  Columbus. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Stenger  is  connected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen,  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  all  of 
Columbus.  He  has  no  political  aspirations  but  has  always  been  interested  and  active 
in  affairs  for  the  benefit  of  the  community.  He  belongs  to  the  Congregational  cliurch 
and  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  every  movement  that  relates  to  the  moral  as  well 
as  the  material  progress  of  the  district  in  which  he  lives.  In  all  his  business  affairs 
he  has  been  thoroughly  reliable  as  well  as  enterprising  and  he  maintains  ai 
able  reputation  among  those  with  whom  he  has  had  dealings  in  any  way. 


ALFRED  SIVERS. 


Alfred  Sivers,  who  is  living  retired  in  Newman  Grove.  Madison  county,  this 
state,  was  formerly  engaged  in  farinini;  .iiul  stoik-r.iisinp;  in  A\'alkcr  township,  this 
county.  His  birth  occurred  in  S«'(liii.  uul  h«  r.  ]niiii(  d  in  that  country  until 
•June,  1881,  when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  Slates.  He  first  settled  in  Dodge 
county,  Nebraska,  where  he  rented  land  until  1891,  in  which  year  he  went  to  Platte 
county  and  took  up  his  residence  upon  a  farm  on  section  4,  Walker  township, 
where  he  carried  on  general  farming  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
removed  to  section  15,  that  township,  purchasing  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
excellent  land  which  he  cultivated  \nitil  1906.  In  addition  to  growing  the  usual 
crops  he  raised  considerable  stock  and  both  branches  of  his  business  have  proved 
profitable.  In  1906  he  retired  and  removed  to  Newman  Grove,  where  he  is  now 
living. 

]\Ir.  Sivers  was  married  lo  Geraldine  Johnson,  who  passed  away  in  1899.  His 
political  views  are  independent  and  he  has  always  taken  the  interest  of  a  good 
citizen  in  public  affairs.  The  period  of  rest  and  leisure  which  he  is  now  enjoying 
is  richly  deserved,  as  for  many  years  he  labored  diligently. 


EDMOND   HIGGINS. 


Edmond  Higgins,  who  follows  general  farming  on  section  23,  Lost  Creek  town- 
ship, was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1849,  a  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Upton)  Higgins,  who  were  also  natives  of  County  Cork,  where  the 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  The  son,  Edmond  Higgins,  the  only 
one  of  the  family  that  ever  came  to  America,  worked  upon  the  home  farm  until 
April,  1871,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  left  Ireland  for  the  new  world, 
making  settlement  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  where  he  engaged  to  drive  a  team 
for  a  contractor.  After  a  brief  period,  however,  he  went  to  Portland,  Connecticut, 
spending  two  months  in  the  quarries,  and  later  he  made  his  way  to  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  where  he  drove  a  team  for  a  brewery.  He  also  worked  in  a  tin  shop 
for  a  time.     He  next  went  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  steel  mills 
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for  seven  months,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  made  his  way  westward  to 
Chicago,  being  sent  by  the  firm  to  work  in  the  steel  mills  of  that  citj'.  But  the  wide- 
spread financial  panic  of  1873  caused  a  delay  in  the  work  of  the  company  and  Mr. 
Higgins  proceeded  to  Seneca,  Illinois,  and  worked  on  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  that 
winter.  In  ISTJ  he  secured  a  position  in  a  general  store  in  Seneca  and  in  1876  he 
was  there  married,  after  which  he  removed  to  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  worked  for  the 
Rock  Island  Railroad  Company  as  foreman  of  a  fencing  gang.  In  1877  he  tried 
to  get  work  at  fifty  cents  per  day  but  could  not  get  any  even  at  that.  Finally  he 
obtained  employment  in  the  car  repair  department  and  later  he  determined  to  try 
his  fortune  in  Nebraska.  On  the  ■iid  of  .Tune,  KS77.  he  reached  this  state,  having 
only  five  dollars  left  after  paying  for  his  ticket.  He  ga\  e  half  of  that  amount  to  his 
wife  and  with  the  other  met  his  expenses. 

From  Columbus  he  made  his  way  out  to  tlie  home  of  an  uncle,  ^Michael  Upton, 
who  lived  in  a  house  that  was  partly  of  sod.  It  was  this  uncle  who  owned  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  bought  for  the 
Platte  Center  townsite,  and  after  working  for  him  for  a  short  time  Mr.  Higgins 
began  work  as  a  farm  hand.  Later  he  took  up  farming  on  his  own  account.  He 
found  that  the  neighbors  were  good  to  him,  being  ever  ready  to  extend  a  helping 
hand.  He  bought  eighty  acres  of  railroad  land  without  money,  agreeing  to  make 
payments  on  the  installment  plan,  becoming  the  owner  of  the  property  in  INIarch. 
1878,  the  transfer  being  made  by  James  E.  North,  of  Columbus,  who  was  agent  for 
the  former  owner.  He  acknowledges  his  indebtedness  to  his  kind  neighbors,  who 
assisted  him  to  raise  a  small  amount  of  money  to  make  his  first  payment  on  his  land. 
There  was  nothing  on  the  eighty  acre  tract  but  weeds  and  prairie  grasses,  but  with 
characteristic  energy  he  began  to  develop  the  place.  He  built  a  small  house,  hewing 
the  sidings  and  rafters  himself,  and  he  performed  the  most  arduous  labor  in  order 
to  make  his  start  as  a  farnser.  At  times  hard  luck  seemed  to  follow  him,  but  he  kept 
on  and  his  perseverance,  industry  and  energj'  at  length  overcame  all  difficulties  and 
obstacles  that  confronted  him.  After  making  his  first  payment  of  forty-eight  dollars 
three  years  ])assed  before  he  felt  able  to  make  another  payment.  He  farmed  with 
oxen  in  the  early  days,  turning  the  first  furrows  in  the  fields,  harrowing  the  land 
and  getting  the  soil  in  condition  for  planting.  The  closest  economy  was  practiced 
and  his  work  was  of  the  hardest  kind,  but  he  utilized  every  possible  moment  to  the 
best  advantage  and  prosperity  has  at  length  rewarded  his  efforts.  He  now  has  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich  and  valuable  land  on  section  23,  Lost  Creek  town- 
ship, one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  cast  of  the  home  place,  twenty  acres  of  valuable 
hay  land  west  of  Platte  Center,  and  also  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  pasture 
near  the  river.  Today  his  farm  is  splendidly  improved  and  the  value  of  his  land 
has  constantly  increased.  His  fields  now  put  forth  rich  crops  and  he  also  has  high 
grade  stock  ujion  his  place.  He  is  likewise  president  of  the  mill  at  Platte  Center 
and  is  accounted  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Higgins  was  united  in  marriage  in  Illinois  in  1875  to  Miss  Kate  Conley,  who 
was  born  in  New  York,  of  the  marriage  of  John  and  Katherine  (Kelly)  Conley.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Higgins  have  become  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Bessie,  the  wife  of 
Jolin  Thomas  Gleason,  a  resident  farmer  of  Monroe  township,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children;  Alibic.  who  was  educated  in  the  St.  Francis  Academy  and  is  at  home; 
Edward,  living  on  the  home  farm;  Fannie,  at  home;  William  P.,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  the   Creighton   College  of  Omaha   and  is  now  practicing  dentistry   at  Atcliison, 


526  PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

Nebraska ;  John ;  Grace,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  schools  of  Hastings ;  and  Loretta, 
who  is  a  graduate  of  St.  ISIary's  Academy  at  O'X.ill.  Nebraska.  All  of  the  children 
have  been  given  good  educational  a(l^anta^l  s.  inr  Mr.  Higgins  realizes  how  valuable 
is  mental  training  as  a  pre)>aration  ior  lil(   s  ]ir;i(tic,il  and  responsible  duties. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  tlic  Catholic  church,  their  membership 
being  at  Platte  Center,  and  Mr.  Higgins  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus. In  politics  he  is  a  democrat,  recognized  as  one  of  the  active  party  workers  in 
his  locality,  .yet,  without  aspiration  for  office.  He  has  served.  liowe\er.  as  assessor 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  is  interistc  d  in  all  that  pertains 
to  public  progress  and  improvement  in  his  locality  and  coupe  ralrs  in  many  move- 
ments that  have  been  beneficiaj.  His  life  should  well  serve  to  inspire  and  encourage 
others,  showing  what  may  be  accomplished  through  energy  and  determination  in 
spite  of  obstacles  and  difficulties.  Arriving  in  this  county  with  a  cash  capital  of  but 
two  dollars  and  a  half,  he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  is  now  the 
possessor  of  a  handsome  competence  as  the  reward  of  his  persistent,  earnest  efforts. 


NORIS  S.  FIFIELD. 


One  of  the  most  progressive  fanners  of  Platte  county  is  Noris  S.  Fifield,  owner 
of  The  Maples,  a  highly  improved  farm  that  is  the  expression  of  modern  progress 
along  agricultural  lines.  The  place  embraces  one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of 
rich  and  productive  land  which  he  purchased  in  1912  and  its  excellent  buildings, 
its  highly  cultivated  fields,  its  rich  pasture  lands  and  all  of  the  equipments  upon  the 
place  indicate  his  practical  and  progressive  methods — methods  that  are  bringing 
substantial  and  gratifying  results.  This  place  is  situated  on  section  1,  Oconee  town- 
ship. Mr.  Fifield  has  always  lived  in  Nebraska,  his  birth  having  occurred  upon  a 
farm  in  Merrick  county,  June  27,  1880,  his  parents  being  Richard  W.  and  Mary 
R.  (Beadle)  Fifield.  The  father  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada,  in  1846  and  died 
March  13,  1912.  He  came  to  Nebraska  in  1880  and  before  the  advent  of  railroads 
was  a  stage  driver  for  sixteen  years.  He  afterward  engaged  in  threshing  through 
the  summer  months  and  in  work  in  the  woods  in  the  winter.  His  wife  was  of  Irish 
lineage  and  they  were  married  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.     She,  too,  has  passed 

Noris  S.  Fifield  acquired  a  common-school  education,  completing  tlie  work  of  the 
eighth  grade  in  Monroe.  His  practical  training  was  in  the  line  of  farm  work  and 
the  school  of  experience  brought  to  him  many  valuable  lessons.  As  soon  as  old 
enough  he  began  work  in  the  fields  and  as  the  years  passed  constantly  gained  a 
broader  knowledge  of  farm  duties.  He  found  the  work  congenial  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  rented  a  farm  west  of  Monroe,  upon  which  he  lived  for  a  year 
and  a  half.  Later  he  occupied  a  rented  farm  north  of  Monroe,  on  which  he  lived 
for  a  year,  and  subsequently  cultivated  a  farm  east  of  ]\Ionroe  for  two  years,  during 
which  period  he  also  ran  the  school  wagon.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  the  town,  living  there  for  four  months,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
real-estate  business  as  agent  of  a  company,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  about 
a  year,  and  during  that  period  he  sold  over  sixteen  hundred  acres  of  land  in  six 
months.     He  then  removed  to  the  George  S.  Truman  farm  west  of  Monroe,  on  which 
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he  lived  for  three  years  and  for  three  years  previous  to  engaging  in  the  real  estate 
business  he  had  lived  on  the  Sutton  farm  north  of  Monroe.  In  1912  he  became  the 
owner  of  his  present  property  known  as  The  Maples.  It  is  a  tract  of  land  of  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  acres  on  section  1,  Oconee  township,  all  of  which  is  improved. 
It  is  devoted  to  general  agricultural  pursuits,  including  the  production  of  crops  and 
the  raising  of  grain.  He  also  makes  a  specialty  of  growing  asparagus  and  has  large, 
fine  beds,  his  annual  sale  bringing  to  him  a  gratifying  return  each  spring.  He  is  a 
believer  in  the  use  of  cement  and  employs  it  liberally  in  improving  his  farm.  In 
fact,  he  is  progressive  in  all  of  his  methods,  which  is  evidenced  in  the  appearance 
of  his  place.  He  has  erected  upon  his  farm  a  new  barn,  a  large  silo  and  a  cement 
hog  house,  and  has  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  head  of  high  grade  hogs.  He  also 
specializes  in  raising  chickens  and  ducks — the  Rhode  Island  Reds  and  the  Indian 
Runner  ducks.  The  various  features  of  his  farm  are  winning  for  him  well  deserved 
prosperity,  for  he  is  very  industrious,  energetic  and  resolute  and  carries  forward 
to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1900,  Mr.  Fifield  was  married  to  xMiss  Lulu  Belle  Nun- 
nally,  who  was  born  in  Missouri  in  December,  1875.  The  three  children  of  this 
marriage  are:  Lulu,  who  is  attending  high  school;  and  Raymond  and  Charles,  who 
are  pupils  in  the  schools  of  Monroe. 

Mr.  Fifield  is  independent  in  politics,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his 
desire  and  judgment.  He  was  reared  in  the  Quaker  faith,  of  which  he  is  still  an 
adherent,  paying  dues  to  the  church,  although  there  is  no  congregation  in  his  locality. 
He  therefore  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  is  a  teacher  in  its  Sunday 
school,  while  his  wife  is  secretary  of  the  Bible  class.  They  are  governed  by  high 
principles  and  exemplify  in  their  lives  true  nobility  of  character,  being  kindly,  con- 
siderate, honorable  and  in  all  things  thoroughly  reliable. 


JOHN  KRZYCKI. 

John  Krzycki,  who  resides  on  section  35,  Columbus  township,  was  born  in  Posen, 
Poland,  near  the  village  of  Usaz,  January  20,  1847,  a  son  of  Antone  and  Mary 
(Stopierzynski)  Krzycki.  The  father  owned  a  farm  of  considerable  proportions 
and  always  made  his  home  in  Poland.  His  son  John  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  ten  children  and  in  the  schools  of  his  "native  country  pursued  his 
education,  eventually  becoming  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  at  Chodzicz,  Poland, 
but  the  reports  which  he  heard  cnnecrning  the  opportunities  and  advantages  of  the 
new  world  led  him  to  bid  idi.  u  to  his  native  country  and  sail  for  the  United  States 
in  1870.  He  first  settled  in  Indi.ina,  where  he  remained  for  one  year  engaged  in 
farming  with  a  brother.  In  1871  he  arrived  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  and  secured 
work  on  the  railroad.  He  afterward  obtained  a  homestead  in  Polk  county,  Nebraska, 
becoming  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie,  on  which  he  built  a  house,  set  out 
trees  and  otherwise  improved  the  property.  He  carefully  and  systematically 
developed  his  fields  and,  adding  to  his  farm,  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Polk  county,  where  he  lived  for  about  twelve  years.  In  1885  he 
removed  to  section  35,  Columbus  township,  Platte  county,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home,  and  all  of  the  improvements  upon  this  place  are  his  work  and  indicate  his 
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progressive  spirit.  His  farm  comprises  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  wliicli 
he  carefully  tills,  and  he  likewise  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Sherman 
county.  In  addition  to  developing  his  fields  he  raises  a  large  amount  of  stock  and 
feeds  many  cattle  annually.  His  business  affairs  are  carefully  and  wisely  conducted 
and  success  in  gratifying  measure  attends  his  efforts. 

On  August  1,  1871,  Mr.  Krzycki  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara  Borowiak,  a 
native  of  Wj'szyn,  Posen,  Poland,  and  a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Anna  (Wleczj'ch) 
Borowiak.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  of  Poland,  where  he  had  extensive  landed 
interests,  and  he  was  quite  ,Kti\c  in  piililic  affairs  of  his  village,  where  he  filled  the 
office  of  mayor.  He  was  a  \(  ry  iicipiilar  and  well  known  man,  energetic  and  per- 
sistent in  all  that  he  did,  and  thus  he  carried  his  plans  forward  to  successful  com- 
pletion. In  1872  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Pelk  eounty,  where 
he  became  the  owner  of  valuable  farm  property,  but  eventually  iie  disposed  of  his 
agricultural  interests  and  became  proprietor  of  a  general  store  in  Duncan,  Nebraska. 
At  length  he  retired  from  active  life  and  removed  to  Columbus,  where  he  passed 
away  in  1895.     He  was  a  devout  adherent  of  the  Catholic  faith. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krzycki  have  become  parents  of  thirteen  children:  Frank,  a 
farmer  living  near  Elba,  Nebraska,  who  is  married  and  has  six  children ;  Salome,  the 
wife  of  John  Lassek,  a  farmer  living  near  Elba,  Nebraska,  by  whom  she  has  three 
children;  Alex,  who  followed  farming  near  Farwell,  Nebraska,  and  died  in  June, 
1914,  leaving  a  wife  and  four  children;  John,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Franciscan 
Fathers,  now  known  as  Father  Vincent,  and  has  charge  of  a  parish  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  Dumecella,  now  Sister  Loretta,  filling  the  position  of  Sister  Superior  in  the 
Catholic  church  at  Hammond,  Indiana,  where  she  teaches  music ;  Barbara,  now 
Sister  Seraphia,  teacher  of  music  in  a  school  at  Tarnov,  Nebraska;  Laudislaus,  who 
died  leaving  a  wife  but  no 
who  is  married  and  has  t\v 
Loni  Jaw,  a  policeman  of 
home;  Theodora,  the  wife  of  Tin 
children;  and  Phillip,  who  is  i 

As  has  been  indicated,  the 
Krzycki  gives  liis  political  su] 
supervisor  for  four  years  and 
interest  in  promoting  the  welf.- 


GEORGE  H.  MORRIS,  M.  D. 

A  thorough  collegiate  training  and  independent  study  have  well  qualified  Dr. 
George  H.  Morris  for  the  onerous  and  responsible  duties  that  devolve  upon  the 
))hysician  and  surgeon  and  his  work  in  Creston  has  been  of  such  a  nature  that  he 
is  accorded  a  liberal  practice.  Throughout  the  entire  period  of  his  professional 
career  lie  has  remained  in  Creston.  \\  native  of  Wisconsin,  he  was  born  in 
Wyoinin-  V.-.ll.y.  .Ini.e  (i.  I  NTS,  .-,  son  nf  ,lnl,n  T.  and  Mary  (Joiner)  Morris,  who 
were  .-iK,.  natiN.s  ,.f  Ihe  l',„I-er  st,-,le.  Tli,-  father,  a  civil  engineer,  was  con- 
nected in  his  professional  capacity  with  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &:  Quinoy  Rail- 
road   for    some    time.      For    many    years    he    resided    in    Wisconsin    and    afterward 
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removed  to  southwestern   Nebraska,  where  he  remained  until   : 
to  Platte  count}-,  where  for  three  years  he  conducted  a  store.     He  thei 
land  in  Creston  township  and  carried  on  farming  until   1902,  when  he  i 
California,  purchasing  a  fruit  ranch  in  the  southern  part  of  that  state, 
conducting  business  there  and  is  meeting  with  most  creditable  success 

Dr.  Morris  was  reared  in  Creston,  pursuing  his  early  education  i 
schools  Iierd  and  afterward  attending  the  Fremont  Normal  College  and 
Normal,  thus  establishing  a  broad  foundation  u]-nn  which  lo  rear  Ih,  Mip,  i-st  riK'tiire 
of  his  professional  knowledge.  Cning  tc  (  liicmo.  i,,-  ,  iiln-i  .1  thr  Illinois  M,,lical 
College,  in  which  he  spent  one  yr.iv.  .itl.r  wlii.li  li.  r,turn.,l  I,,  Oui.ili;.  .iiul  pursued 
a  three  years'  course  in  the  Liiivrrsily  of  Xrbraska.  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1905.  He  (Ik  u  r,  lurunl  t..  Creston.  where  he  has  since  practiced. 
He  is  the  only  pln'sician  of  tin  town  and  lujoys  a  very  liberal  patronage  from  his 
fellow  townsnun  and  from  |)((>|i]i  of  the  surrounding  country.  He  at  all  times  makes 
his  proit  .ssioTi.il  duty  liis  first  inlm  st  and  he  keeps  in  touch  with  modern  scientific 
researeli  and   iiix  (  stigation   tlirouyli   wide  reading  of  medical  works. 

In  September,  190.5,  Dr.  .Morris  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Maren  C. 
Smith,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sena  Smith,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Den- 
mark. The  father  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day,  locating  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  h<-  was  for  a  time  engaged  in  the  liquor"  business  and 
subsequently  b,  eauir  a  briek  uianufa.tuvrr.  lie  is  now  living  in  soutlimi  Calitnrnia 
hut  lost  his  wiir  ill  1911.  To  Dr.  and  .Mrs.  IMorris  have  been  b.u-n  four  eliildren, 
namely:  .loan  1).  whose  birth  occurred  July  31,  1906;  Robert  B.,  born  December 
18,   19itS;   (m.u-^v  ^\■.,  whose  natal  day  was  October   IS,   1911;  and  John  S..  born 

Dr.  Morris  is  a  public-spirited  citizen  interesttd  in  the  welfare  of  the  eounuunity 
and  is  now  serving  as  president  of  the  Commercial  (bib  of  (  n  ston.  His  jM.litie.al 
faith  is  that  of  the  republican  party,  his  religious  belief  that  of  the  .Mctimdist 
chureli,  while  fraternally  Ii.'  is  eonn.eted  with  the  Knights  of  I'ytliias,  Aneient  Order 
of  United  \\orkin.n.  Modrn,  Wno.buen  of  America'and  the  I  ligl, landers,  .\long 
strictly  prolrssioiial  lines  bis  eoiin, vtion  is  with  the  Platte  County  .Medical  Society. 
the  Elkiiorn  \alley  .M.die.l  .Vssoei.ition,  of  both  of  which  he  is  the  vice  i)resident, 
the  Nebraska  State  Mclieal  .-^o.  i,  ty  and  the  American  Medical  Association.  He 
is  actuated  in  his  professional  diitii  s  not  only  by  the  laudable  desire  to  gain  finan- 
cial success  but  .also  by  a  deep  interest  in  the  scientific  phases  of  his  calling  and 
by   broad   Immanitarian  principles. 


AUGUST  OSTEN. 


August  Osten,  a  large  landowner  and  successful  farmer  of  Grand  Prairie  town- 
ship, is  one  of  the  excellent  citizens  whom  Germany  has  given  to  Nebraska.  He  was 
born  in  Pomerania,  October  26,  1839,  and  remained  in  his  native  land  until  1868, 
when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States.'  Six  years  later  he  came  to  Platte  countv, 
Nebraska,  and  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Sherman  township.  At  that  time 
conditions  were  those  of  the  frontier  and  there  were  many  inconveniences  and  even 
privations  to  be  endured.     His  first  home  was  a  dugout  and  his  second  a  sod  liouse 


532  PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

ten  by  ten  feet,  in  which  the  family  lived  for  two  years.  He  added  to  his  farm  in 
Sherman  township  until  it  comprised  two  hundred  acres  and  continued  to  live  there 
until  1894,  in  which  year  he  took  up  his  residence  upon  his  present  home  place  on 
section  14,  Grand  Prairie  township.  Altogether  he  holds  title  to  several  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  has  also  helped  his  sons  to  purchase  farms. 

Mr.  Osten  was  married  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Anna  Hagelmann, 
who  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  on  the  26th  of  May,  1841.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  the  same  year  as  her  husband,  arriving  in  this  country  in  June  within 
a  week  of  his  arrival  liere.  To  their  union  have  been  born  six  children:  Augusta, 
now  Mrs.  William  Brockmann  of  Sherman  township;  Herman,  who  also  resides  in 
that  township;  Louis;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Henry  Brandt,  of  Lost  Creek  township; 
Otto,  of  Sherman  township;  and  Johann,  who  is  at  home.  All  of  the  children  are 
married  and  there  are  thirteen  grandchildren. 

Mr.  Osten  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  democratic  party  and  his  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church.  The  success  which  he  has  gained  is  the  direct 
result  of  his  industry,  his  knowledge  of  farming  and  his  wise  management  of  his 
affairs,  and  in  gaining  liis  individual  prosperity  he  has  also  contributed  to  the  agri- 
cultural development  of  the  county. 


FRED  A.  READ. 


Fred  A.  Read  is  the  proprietor  of  a  general  mercantile  establishment  at  Monroe 
and  is  also  one  of  the  extensive  landowners  of  western  Nebraska.  In  all  of  his 
business  affairs  he  displays  sound  judgment  and  unfaltering  enterprise  and  his 
activities  are  bringing  to  him  well  deserved  success.  He  was  born  in  Winterset, 
Iowa,  March  15,  1878,  a  son  of  Z.  S.  and  Hester  (Bishop)  Read.  The  father,  a 
native  of  England,  is  now  deceased,  while  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Winterset, 
Iowa.  Z.  S.  Read  came  to  the  United  States  during  his  boyhood  days  and  became 
identified  with  agricultural  interests.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  responded 
to  the  country's  call  for  troops,  enlisting  in  Hie  First  Iowa  Cavalry  at  Creston.  After 
the  war  he  returned  to  Madison  county,  lli.it  stati  .  .ind  tliere  engaged  in  farming  for 
a  considerable  period  and  was  living  in  Winttisi  I  at  the  time  of  his  demise. 

It  was  there  that  Fred  A.  Read  attended  the  public  schools  and  between  the 
ages  of  fifteen  and  nineteen  years  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  in  his  native  county. 
He  then  went  to  Adair  county,  where  he  worked  on  a  ranch,  and  from  1897  until 
1899  he  was  foreman  of  the  Southwick  Brothers'  ranch  in  Guthrie  county,  Iowa. 
In  the  latter  year  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  near  Pleasant  Hill,  Mis- 
souri, but  in  1901  removed  to  Grand  Junction,  Colorado,  where  he  owned  and  culti- 
vated a  fruit  ranch  for  four  years.  In  1905  he  arrived  in  Monroe,  Nebraska,  and, 
joining  his  brother,  organized  the  firm  of  Read  Brothers,  dealers  in  implements, 
hardware  and  furniture  and  also  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business.  In  1912, 
however,  he  broadened  the  scope  of  his  activities  along  commercial  lines  by  becoming 
a  general  merchant  of  the  town  and  is  now  conducting  a  well  appointed  store  of  that 
character,  having  a  large  stock  and  enjoying  a  liberal  patronage  owing  to  his  pro- 
gressive methods,  his  reasonable  prices  and  his  fair  dealing.  He  also  owns  an 
interest  in  eight  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  in  Keyapaha  county,  Nebraska,  and 
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in  the  management  of  his  business  affairs  displays  sound  judgment  and  unremitting 
industry. 

Mr.  Read  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Gertrude  M.  Burrus,  who  was  born 
in  Madison  county^  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Burrus,  a  native  of  Indiana,  who 
in  his  boyhood  days  went  to  Illinois.  Physical  disability  prevented  him  from  going 
to  the  front  in  the  Civil  war  and  he  began  farming  for  himself  in  Madison  county, 
Iowa,  becoming  one  of  the  early  residents  of  that  part  of  the  state.  He  was  an  active, 
progressive  farmer  and  while  living  in  tiiat  locality  he  took  a  prominent  part  in 
politics  as  a  supporter  of  the  democratic  party  and  he  had  charge  of  tlie  Maple 
Grove  postoffice  for  several  years.  In  1900  he  removed  to  Pleasant  Hill,  Missouri, 
where  he  now  lives  retired,  but  is  still  the  owner  of  considerable  land.  To  Mr.  and 
j\Irs.  Read  have  been  born  four  children,  Gertrude  Leone,  Alice,  JNIarion  Jeanette 
and  Lois  Geraldine.  The  eldest  daughter  stands  very  high  in  her  classes  at  school 
and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Young  People's  Christian  Endeavor  society  of  tlie 
Presbyterian  church. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Read  is  an  earnest  republican  and  has  been  chairman 
of  the  central  committee  of  his  township.  He  stands  at  all  times  for  progress  and 
improvement,  has  served  as  township  treasurer  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  village 
board.  There  is  no  one  who  takes  a  more  helpful  interest  in  advancing  the  public 
welfare  and  he  is  found  in  the  front  ranks  of  every  movement  which  he  believes  to 
be  for  the  good  of  the  community  regardless  of  what  others  think.  He  never  places 
partisanship  above  the  general  good  and  in  local  elections  casts  an  independent 
ballot,  yet  his  position  is  never  an  equivocal  one,  as  he  stands  firmly  in  support  of 
whatever  he  believes  to  be  right.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  Mystic  Lodge,  No.  321, 
I.  O.  O.  P.,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs.  He  was  the  first  man  taken  into 
the  order  after  this  lodge  was  organized  and  he  has  several  times  been  a  delegate 
to  the  grand  lodge.  His  worth  is  widely  acknowledged  by  all  who  know  him  and 
his  example  in  matters  of  progressive  citizenship  is  frequently  a  matter  of  inspira- 
tion to  his  associates. 


FRED  NYFFELER. 


Fred  Nyffeler,  devoting  his  time  and  energy  td  firnt  ral  f.irjniiig  on  section  II, 
Butler  township,  was  born  July  4.,  1869,  in  Canton  H.  rii.  Switz,  ilaml.  a  s,ui  cl  .l(.hn 
and  Elsie  Nyffeler.  The  father  was  a  farmer  l.y  <.eeu|iati(iii  and  aUn  .nierated  a 
threshing  outfit.  He  likewise  had  another  business  pursuit,  tiiat  of  coloring  yarns, 
and  thus  his  life  was  passed  in  activity  in  order  to  provide  for  his  family.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  now  deceased. 

Fred  Nyffeler  spent  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  country  and 
during  that  period  attended  its  public  schools.  He  then  came  to  the  United  States, 
making  his  way  to  Columbus,  Nebraska.  He  had  made  the  voyage  in  order  to  enter 
the  employ  of  Jacob  Tschudin  on  Iiis  farm  in  Loup  township  and  with  him  remained 
for  four  years.  He  afterward  entered  the  employ  of  William  Ernst,  of  Columbus 
township,  with  whom  he  also  spent  four  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
journeyed  to  the  northwest  and  was  engaged  in  herding  sheep  for  four  years  in 
Washington  and  in  Oregon.     He  then  started  out  in  business  independently  and  spent 
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four  jtnrs  in  carrying  on  pursuits  in  his  owii  interest,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Switzerland  on  a  visit,  spending  five  months  in  his  native  land.  He  made  the  voyage 
on  the  French  steamer.  La  JJourgoyne.  which  was  wrecked  sixty  miles  off  Sable 
islands  in  a  collision  with  anotlur  stiaiinr  on  tlic  4th  ot  July,  1898,  and  Mr.  Nyffeler 
was  one  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  out  of  the  eight  hundred  passengers  who  were 
saved.  After  visiting  relatives  and  friends  and  renewing  the  acquaintances  of  his 
boj^liood  and  looking  again  upon  the  scenes  in  which  his  early  youth  was  passed  he 
returned  to  the  United  States  and  for  two  years  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer, 
after  which  he  rented  land  of  his  father-in-law,  on  section  11,  Butler  township,  where 
he  now  resides. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1901,  Mr.  Nyffeler  was  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Mary  Tschudin.  Tli-jy  have  become  parents  of  three  children:  Rosa, 
who  was  born  April  19,  lOO'i;  Teddy,  born  October  16,  1905;  and  Mary,  March  7, 
1908.     All  three  are  now  in  school. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Nyffeler  has  been  a  republican  since  becoming  a 
naturalized  American  citizen  and,  while  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office,  he  is  ever 
willing  to  cooperate  in  movements  for  the  benefit  and  improvement  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives.  He  belongs  to  the  German  Reformed  church  and  guides 
his  life  according  to  Christian  teachings,  being  an  honorable,  upright  man,  who 
enjoys  and  merits  the  respect  and  good- will  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 


WILLIAM  MASON  POLLARD. 

William  Mason  Pollard,  an  agriculturist  residing  on  section  17,  Monroe  town- 
ship, has  lived  in  Platte  county  for  nearly  three  decades  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
six  hundred  acres  of  valuable  and  productive  land.  His  birth  occurred  in  Indiana 
on  the  21st  of  November.  1861,  his  |)arriits  being  George  Washing-ton  and  Eliza  Jane 
(Hord)  Pollard.  The  fatlur  passed  away  in  Arkansas  about  1881  and  the  mother, 
a  native  of  the  Iloosi.r  state,  died  wlun  our  subject  was  but  twelve  years  old.  At 
that  early  age  William  M.  l',.llani  was  tlirown  upon  his  own  resnurees.  He  was 
married  on  attaining  his  majerily  and  earri.d  on  farming  in  Cobs  enunty.  Illinois, 
until  1886.  when  li,'  came  t,.  i'latte  eoinily.  X.'l.raska.  Here  he  pnreliased  a  ,|U:irter 
section  of  uniiiiiiroved  laud  in  Monroe  lowiisiiip  and  rented  an  inipnu,,!  Irul  lor 
one  year.  On  tlie  expiration  of  lliat  |)eriiul  he  erected  the  necessary  l.uililm-s  on 
his  own  |irci]i(  rly  and  as  the  years  p.issed  augmented  his  holdings  by  additional  pur- 
chase unlil  lie  new  owns  six  Iniiulr.d  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land.  The  place  is 
now  attraetive  and  valualile  and  all  of  the  improvements  thereon  stand  as  monuments 
to  his  thrift  and  industry.  In  connection  with  the  cultivation  of  the  cereals  best 
adapted  to  soil  and  climate  he  feeds  three  car  loads  of  cattle  annually,  this  branch 
of  his  business  materially  augmenting  his  income.  His  is  the  honorable  record  of  a 
self-made  man  who  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward  miaided  to  a  position  among 
the  substantial  and  representativi-  citizens  of  his  community. 

On  January  25,  1883,  Mr.  PoUird  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nora  Owens, 
who  was  born  in  Bartholomew  county,  Indiana,  July  23.  1866,  her  parents  being 
M^illiam  and   Julia    (Tuley)    Owens,  natives   of  Ohio.      The  father  passed  away  in 
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Indiana  and  the  mother  in  Douglas  county,  Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pollard  have 
become  the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Maud,  who  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Baker,  a  farmer  of  Monroe  township,  and  has  two  children;  Edward  and  Andrew, 
both  at  home;  Anna,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Louis  Stenzel,  a  farmer  of 
Woodville  township;  and  Albert  and  May,  at  home. 

Mr.  Pollard  is  a  democrat  in  politics  and  for  seven  years  has  done  able  service 
as  a  member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors,  while  for  many  years  he  has  been 
a  school  director.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Baptist 
church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  His  strong  and  salient  characteristics  are 
such  as  endear  him  to  all  who  come  within  the  close  circle  of  his  friendship,  while 
wherever  he  is  known  he  is  respected  and  honored. 


JOSEPH  VAN  ACKEREN. 

Germany  has  furnished  a  large  percentage  of  substantial  citizens  to  Platte  county 
— men  who  have  become  most  loyal  to  their  adopted  land  and  whose  efforts  in  pro- 
moting the  general  welfare  indicate  a  public-spirited  citizenship.  Among  this  num- 
ber is  Joseph  Van  Ackeren,  who  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers  of  Platte 
county,  owning  on  section  11,  Granville  township,  what  is  probably  the  best  improved 
farm  in  the  entire  county. 

He  was  born  in  Germany  in  May,  1818,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Berns)  Van 
Ackeren,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  countrj\  The  father  followed  farming  in 
Germany,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  his  labors  being  terminated  in  death  in 
1876.  His  wife  survived  for  four  years,  passing  away  in  1880.  Their  son  Joseph 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Germany  and  remained  with  his  parents  to  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years,  when  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account,  following  that  pursuit 
in  his  native  land  from  1872  until  1881.  He  then  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new 
world  and,  continuing  his  journey  westward,  at  length  reached  Westpoint,  Nebraska, 
where  he  was  employed  for  a  few  months.  He  tlien  went  to  Pierce  county,  Nebraska, 
where  he  cultivated  rented  land  for  three  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  West- 
point,  where  he  lived  for  a  year.  Removing  to  South  Dakota,  he  secured  a  home- 
stead and  timber  claim,  which  he  improved,  spending  seven  years  in  the  development 
and  cultivation  of  that  property.  He  then  disposed  of  his  South  Dakota  land  and 
came  to  Platte  county,  where  for  eight  years  he  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  a  rented 
tract  of  two  hundred  acres.  He  next  went  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Nebraska,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  six  years,  after  which  he  traded  two  sections  of  land  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Platte  county  and  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
near  Cedar  Rapids.  In  1911  he  purchased  his  present  place  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  11,  Granville  township,  and  since  that  time  has  wrought  a 
marked  transformation  in  the  appearance  of  the  place.  No  finer  improvements  can 
be  found  upon  any  farm  in  the  county.  There  is  a  large  and  commodious  residence, 
substantial  outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock,  well  kept  fences  and  the 
latest  improved  farm  machinery.  He  is  most  careful  in  cultivating  his  fields  and 
practical  experience  has  brought  him  a  knowledge  of  scientific  farming,  for  he  has 
learned  to  know  the  needs  of  the  crops,  the  conditions  of  the  soil  and  other  things 
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which  are  now  taught  in  the  agricultural  schools.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in 
stock-raising,  feeding  about  two  carloads  of  sheep  or  two  carloads  of  cattle  annually. 

In  October,  1872,  Mr.  Van  Ackeren  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lena 
Oenting,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Catherina  (]\Iertens)  Oenting,  who  were  natives 
of  Germany,  where  the  father  follgwed  the  occupation  of  farming  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1887.  He  had  long  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1854. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Ackeren  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children:  John,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Humphrey  township ;  Edward,  who  follows  farming  near  Cedar  Rapids, 
Nebraska ;  William,  who  is  also  engaged  in  farming  in  Humphrey  township ;  Ben, 
at  home ;  Louise,  the  wife  of  Jim  Gordon,  a  farmer  residing  near  Cedar  Rapids ;  and 
Cecelia,  at  home. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr.  Van 
Ackeren  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  but  ha.s  no  desire  for 
office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs,  which  have 
ever  been  capably  directed,  and  his  industry,  close  application  and  sound  judgment 
have  made  him  one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Platte  county. 


PETER   LUCHSINGER. 

Peter  Luchsinger  is  a  representative  farmer  of  Columbus  township,  his  liome 
being  on  section  9,  and  the  diligence  and  determination  with  which  he  carries  on 
his  farm  work  are  manifest  in  his  growing  success.  A  native  of  Switzerland,  he 
was  born  in  Canton  Glarus  on  the  23d  of  November,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Franz 
Luchsinger,  who  resides  at  No.  105  East  Eighth  street,  Columbus.  He  was  born 
in  the  same  locality  of  Switzerland,  his  parents  being  Peter  and  Susan  (Hefte) 
Luchsinger.  Peter  Luchsinger  was  employed  in  cotton  mills  in  Switzerland  and  he 
also  rendered  to  his  country  the  full  military  service.  He  died  in  1869,  having  for 
thirteen  years  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1 856. 

Franz  Luchsinger  attended  the  common  schools  for  five  years,  which  was  the 
extent  of  his  opportunities  along  educational  lines,  yet  in  tlic  scliool  of  experience 
lie  learned  many  valuable  lessons.  He  entered  the  workaday  world  as  a  factory 
emplo3'e,  in  which  connection  he  spent  two  years.  He  afterward  learned  the  baker's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  twelve  years,  and  during  the  last  five  years  of  that 
period  ht  was  proprietor  of  a  bakery  establishment.  He,  too,  rendered  military  aid 
to  his  country,  serving  as  an  adjutant  in  the  Seventy-third  Battalion  of  Switzerland. 
The  year  1873  witnessed  his  arrival  in  the  United  States,  at  which  time  he  made  his 
way  to  Schuyler,  Colfax  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  horaesteaded  eighty  acres  which 
he  developed  and  improved,  living  thereon  for  six  years.  He  next  bought  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  school  land  in  Bismark  township,  Platte  county,  and 
also  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  railroad  land.  Taking  up  his  abode  upon  that 
farm,  he  continued  its  cultivation  until  1910,  when  he  retired  and  removed  to  Colum- 
bus, where  he  now  has  a  very  comfortable  home  and  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
early  labor.  His  many  good  traits  of  character  have  won  him  high  and  enduring 
regard.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Switzer  Verein  and  in  politics  is  an  independent 
democrat,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

On  the   15th  of  April.   1867,  Franz  Luchsinger  was  united  in  marriage,  to  Miss 
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Kateriiia  Luchsinger,  who  was  born  on  the  25th  of  December,  1845.  To  them  were 
born  seven  children,  as  follows:  Peter;  Susan,  who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Heits,  of 
Pleasant  Hill,  Missouri;  Katie,  who  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Mathew  Schmidt, 
of  Columbus  township;  Henrj',  of  Bismark  township;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Welch,  of  Colfax  county,  Nebraska;  :\Iagdalena,  the  wife  of  John  Klug,  of 
Colfax  county,  Nebraska;  and  Frank,  liviiii;  in   Hisin.irk  township. 

Of  this  family,  Peter  Luchsinger  had  Imt  liiiiiti  il  <  (liieational  opportunities.  His 
entire  life  has  been  devoted  to  farming  and  lie  now  owns  and  cultivates  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  9,  Columbus  township.  There  he  raises  shorthorn 
cattle,  having  a  fine  bull  at  the  head  of  his  herd.  He  makes  stock-raising  a  special 
feature  of  his  place  and  it  returns  to  him  a  gratifying  annual  income.  In  addition 
to  his  home  property  in  Columbus  township  he  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
pasture  land  in  jNIerrick  county,  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Columbus  township,  Platte 
county,  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  in  Nance  county,  of  which  twelve  acres  is 
slough  pasture,  and  a  half  interest  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Greeley 
county.  His  wife  is  also  owner  of  four  hundred  acres  in  Antelope  county  and  their 
holdings  are  increasing  in  value  with  the  settlement  of  the  western  part  of  the  state. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1895,  Mr.  Luchsinger  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Emma  Ernst,  by  whom  he  has  seven  children,  namely:  Frank,  Ernst,  Samuel, 
Eliza,  Ida,  Paul  and  Anna,  all  of  whom  are  attending  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luch- 
singer hold  membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  thus  manifest  an 
interest  in  the  moral  progress  of  the  community.  In  politics  he  is  independent, 
voting  for  men  and  measures  rather  than  party.  His  interest  in  citizenship  is  that 
of  a  man  who  desires  the  best  for  the  community  and  therefore  cooperates  heartily 
in  plans  and  measures  for  the  general  good.  With  little  opportunity  at  the  outset 
of  his  career,  he  has  worked  steadily  as  the  years  have  gone  on  and  he  is  today  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  county,  deserving  all  tliat  he  has  achieved  and  won. 


FRANK  S.  GERMAN. 

Frank  S.  German,  a  well  known  farmer  and  stockman  of  Grand  Prairie  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Bufifalo,  New  York,  February  12,  18t9,  a  son  of  Bacillius  and 
Gertrude  (Sager)  German,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Baden.  The  father  was  a 
cloth  weaver  by  trade  and  in  1847  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  settling 
in  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  conducted  a  six-loom  shop,  devoting  some  time  to 
the  weaving  of  cloth.  Later  he  purchased  ten  acres  of  land  near  Niagara  Falls 
and  carried  on  farming  until  1852,  when  he  left  the  Empire  state  and  removed 
to  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  where  he  again  engaged  in  farming.  He  first  purchased 
sixty  acres,  to  which  he  afterwards  added  a  twenty-acre  tract  and  still  later  bought 
eighty  acres  more,  so  that  his  farm  comprised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  The 
property  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family.  Both  he  and  his  wife  passed  away 
at  Princeville,  Illinois,  to  which  place  they  removed  when  Mr.  German  retired  from 
active  farm  life. 

Frank  S.  German  attended  school  in  Stark  county,  Illinois,  and  remained  upon 
the  home  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  when  he  began  farming 
on  his  own  account  in  Peoria  county.   Illinois.     The  first  land  that  he  ever  owned 
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was  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  which  he  cultivated  from  1871  until  1885.  He  then  sold 
out  and  removed  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  on  the  28th  of  November,  1885,  estab- 
lishing his  home  in  Burrows  township,  where  he  purchased  two  hundred  acres.  He 
lived  upon  that  farm  on  section  2  for  eighteen  years  and  carefully  developed  and 
improved  the  place,  which  in  1903  he  traded  for  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
on  section  4,  Grand  Prairie  township.  He  removed  to  that  farm  and  is  living  there 
today.  He  cultivates  it  all  with  hired  help,  carrying  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  also  making  stock-raising  a  feature  of  his  business.  He  feeds  both  cattle 
and  hogs  and  also  breeds  a  good  grade  of  stock.  In  1905  he  erected  a  new  residence 
and  he  has  a  farm  equipped  with  many  excellent  improvements  and  modern  acces- 
sories. Aside  from  his  farming  interests  he  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Farmers'  Elevator 
Company  of  Humphrey. 

On  the  16th  of  November,  1869,  Mr.  German  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Messing,  a  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Elizabeth  Messing,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany.  Emigrating  to  the  United  States,  they  took  up  their 
abode  near  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  there  purchased  a  farm  on  which  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  To  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  German  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Gertrude,  wlio  is  decf.is( d  :  Katir.  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Fehringer, 
a  farmer  of  Grand  Prairie  townsliip:  .M  irv.  the  wife  of  Joseph  Fehringer,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  at  RockvilK  .  Miimesota ;  Baeillius,  who  wedded  Miss 
Annie  Wemhoff  and  follows  farming  in  Grand  Prairie  township;  Margaret,  who 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  William  Bender,  an  agriculturist  of  Granville  town,- 
ship;  Christina,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Ternus,  a  farmer  of  Humphrey  township; 
Barbara,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Braun,  a  merchant  of  Humphrey;  Matthias, 
who  wedded  Miss  Annie  Braun  and  is  an  agriculturist  of  North  Dakota;  Leo,  who 
married  Miss  Annie  Hamling  and  follows  farming  in  Humphrey  township;  Eddie, 
who  is  at  home  with  his  parents;  and  a  daughter  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  German 
has  fifty  living  grandchildren  and  three  are  deceased. 
•  Politically  Mr.  German  is  a  democrat  and  has  served  as  road  supervisor  of  Bur- 

rows township  for  eighteen  years,  a  fact  which  is  certainly  iiidisput alili'  proof  that 
he  has  been  a  capable  and  efficient  officer.  He  belongs  to  St.  Mary's  (  aUiolic  church 
of  Grand  Prairie  to-ivnship,  of  which  he  has  served  as  a  trust,  ,.  and  lu  is  a  member 
of  St.  Joseph's  Men's  Society  of  that  church.  For  thirty  years  li,  has  liv,al  in  Platte 
county  and  throughout  the  entire  period  has  been  identified  willi  its  f  irininn;  interests. 
He  has  never  been  afraid  of  hard  work  and  his  close  application  and  ]iersisLency  of 
purpose  have  been  salient  features  in  winning  for  him  the  success  which  is  todaj-  his. 


HENRY  LUERS. 

Henry  Luers,  conducting  business  at  Columbus  as  a  cement  manufacturer,  dates 
his  residence  in  this  state  from  1874  and  in  Columbus  from  1875.  An  ably  man- 
aged and  successful  business  enterprise  is  always  a  valuable  asset  to  any  com- 
munity and  as  a  representative  business  man  Mr.  Luers  is  classed  with  the  worthy 
citizens  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  December  8,  1848, 
a  son  of  Dirk  and  W.  Margaret  (El.ken)  Luers,  who  were  also  natives  of  Germany, 
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where  the  fatlicr  owned  and  cultivated  a  small  farm,  never  corning  to  the  United 
States.  He  served  in  the  German  army  and  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
After  attending  school  in  Germany,  Henry  Luers  began  learning  the  wagon 
maker's  trade  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and  followed  tliat  business  in  his  native 
land  until  187'-3.  when  he  made  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  to  tlie  United  States, 
settling  in  Qnincy.  Illinois.  After  w,.rking  at  tli,-  e,n-|,rnt.r\  Ira.l,'  tli.P'  lor  a 
time  lie  remov<'d  to  Missouri  and  for  eight  months  «;,s  a  resident  of  Slulbina, 
where  he  was  eni|)loyed  in  a  furniture  store.  In  IST.'l  lie  «iiil  tn  l)(ii\(r.  nhere 
he  w<n-k,(l  .-It  the  wigon  niiker's  trade  and  in  1  ST  1  li,'  b.v.inic  ,i  rrMilml  ,il'  S.'iniy- 
ler,  Nel.r.-iska.  «h,  iv  li,  e.nitinued  at  his  trade.  e.m,luctin-  a  shop  ,,l  Ins  ,,«n.  In 
1 87.5  he  arrived  in  Columbus  and  started  a  wagon  and  Maeksujitli  shop,  becoming 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Elliott  &  Luers,  dealers  in  farm  nn|ib ments.  After 
three  months  he  purchased  his  partner's  interest  and  conductrd  tin-  business  alone, 
handling  implements,  pumps  and  windmills.  After  a  y.  ar  be  was  joined  by  his 
brother-in-law,  William  Hoeffelman,  in  a  i.artnerslii|,  that  «.is  continn.d  for  two 
years.  He  was  afterward  again  alone  in  busin.ss  for  six  years  on  Kbventb  str.'.-t 
and  at  the  same  time  he  owned  and  eonduet.d  a  farm  in  Bisn.ark  township.  His 
family  always  lived  in  Ibr  town  but  lor  (itt<cn  yiars  he  carried  on  general  agri- 
cultural  pursuits   carefully    and    s\  sli  niatieally .    enlti;ating    bis    farm    with    good    re- 

the  lirni  of  M.vivs  \  Ian  is.  which  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iMirbing,  gut- 
ters. (I  nil  111  Miuks  and  .also  does  cement  ornamental  work.  Tiny  take  eontraets 
for  sidcualks  anil  liavc  also  taken  contracts  for  cement  work  outside  of  t'olum- 
bus.  They  tboroiiiilily  understand  cement  construction  and  have  built  up  a  good 
bnsiniss   in  that   line.' 

In  1H76  Mr.  Luers  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Gesiene  Kunnemann,  a 
native  of  Oldenburg.  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of  lb  nry  Knimemann.  Tiie  latter, 
an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  emigrated  to  tin  Uintid  Stat,  s  in  1869  and  settled 
in  Shell  Creek  township,  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  took  up  a  homestead 
claim.  He  was  a  Lutheran  in  religious  faith  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  work 
..f  his  church.  Mr.  and  INIrs.  Luers  have  five  children,  as  follows:  Adoli-h,  a 
resident  of  Columbus,  who  is  identified  with  the  Building  &  Loan  Association  and 
is  conn.atrd  with  tlir  I'.eelirr.  Hnekrnb,  ri;ir  \-  Cbamlurs  Company;  Elwina,  who  i.s  a 
graduate  of  the  L'nivrrsity  of  Cbiea-o.  Drakr  UniMrsity  and  the  Nebraska  Stale 
Normal  School  at  Peru  and  is  no^^  a  t.aebrr  in  tlir  kindergarten  departm,  nt  of 
the  Nebraska  Normal  Colbgr  at  Wayne;  Knniia.  wlio  is  a  gradiiilr  of  tie-  Ne- 
braska   State    Norm.al    Sel I    at    I'rrn    and    is    now    the    wife   of    I'.dwanl    I.nsrke,   an 

agrieiillurist.  by  ulimu  slu  bas  tbne  children;  Walter,  who  pursued  a  ennrsr  in  the 
Colnnifii,  hiiih  sehnni  and  tin  Clinnbus  Commercial  College  and  is  now  a  bank 
cadiirr  nsidin.L^  in  (.buMll,.  Nilaaska;  and  Elsa,  who  is  a  graduat,  of  tin-  Ne- 
i)raska  Normal  College  at  \\ayne  and  now  follows  the  profession  of  teaching  in 
Osceola,  Nebraska.  All  of  the  children  are  graduates  of  the  Columbus  high  school, 
it  having  been  Mr.  Luers'  aim  in  life  to  give  his  children  good  educational  oppor- 
timities  and  thus  fit  them  for  practical  and  responsible  duties. 

In  his  political  views  he  has  always  been  a  democrat  and  for  seven  years  filled 
the  office  of  street  commissioner,  making  an  excellent  record  in  that  connection  by 
his  able  public  service.  He  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  church  and  has  guided  bis  life 
according  to  its  teachings.     Diligence  and  determination  have  ever  been  ninnbeved 
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among  his  salient  characteristics  and  his  has  been  a  creditable  career,  for  from 
early  youth  he  has  been  dependent  upon  hjs  own  resources  and  has  employed 
straightforward  methods  to  win  success,  his  course  at  all  times  bearing  close 
investigation  and  scrutin_v. 


CLEMENS  WEMHOFF. 

Clemens  Wemhoff,  who  owns  a  well  improved  farm  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  acres  in  Grand  Prairie  township,  was  born  in  Westphalia,  Germany,  on  the 
21st  of  September,  1856.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  after  spending  two  years  in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  he  removed  to 
Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  has  since  remained.  Following  his  marriage  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  from  his  father-in-law  and  subsequently  bought  a 
quarter  section  from  him.  The  land  at  that  time  was  raw  prairie  and  not  only 
every  fence  and  building  but  also  every  tree  that  stands  on  it  at  the  present  time 
have  been  placed  there  by  Mr.  Wemhoff.  He  now  owns  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  acres  of  land  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  he  derives 
a  good  profit  from  the  operation  of  his  place. 

Mr.  Wemhoff  was  married  in  February,  1882,  to  Miss  Victoria  Wieser,  a  native 
of  Austria  and  a  daughter  of  August  and  Marie  Wieser,  further  mention  of  whom 
is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Thirteen  of  the  children  born  to  this  union  survive: 
John,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Idaho ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Stephen  Foltz,  of  Grand 
Prairie  township ;  Alois,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Idaho ;  Josephine,  the  wife  of 
Anton  Hanna,  of  Humphrey  township;  Victoria,  who  married  Christ  Greisen;  and 
William,  Clara,  Theresa,  Susie,  Matilda,  Albert,  George  and  Clemens,  all  at  home. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  Mr. 
Wemhoff  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party.  His  enterprise, 
public  spirit  and  integritj'  have  gained  him  the  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


REV.  ERNST  C.  G.   HOLM. 

The  Rev.  Ernst  C.  G.  Holm,  pastm-  o(  tlu-  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  has 
ministered  to  his  present  ehai-n.  in  (iiMiid  I'rairic  township  since  the  fall  of  1888 
and  during  those  years  the  church  has  grown  steadily  in  numbers  and  in  strength. 
A  native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  his  birth  occurred  on  the  11th  of  December,  1861. 
His  parents,  Anton  and  Wilhelmina  Holm,  were  likewise  natives  of  Germany,  the 
former  of  whom  died  in  St.  Louis  in  1872  and  the  latter  in  1866  of  cholera.  Three 
brothers  of  our  subject  also  died  of  the  dread  disease,  all  passing  away  within 
a  week. 

Rev.  Holm  was  brought  to  the  United  States  in  1868  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  St.  Louis  for  five  years,  after  which  he  was  a  student  in  Concordia  College 
at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  for  six  years.  Subsequently  he  pursued  his  theological 
study  in  the  Concordia  Seminary  at  St.  Louis,  where  he  graduated  in  1885  after 
completing  a  three  years'  course.     His  first  charge  was  at  Scotia,  Greeley  county, 
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Nebraska,  and  he  remained  there  three  years,  becoming  pastor  of  the  Evangelical 
church  in  Grand  Prairie  township,  this  county,  in  1888.  At  that  time  there  were 
twenty-five  voting  members  in  the  congregation,  but  there  are  now  seventy-two.  The 
growth  in  numbers  has  been  paralleled  by  the  growth  of  the  congregation  in  influ- 
ence, and  Rev.  Holm  has  proved  an  efficient  lender  in  the  moral  advancement  of  the 
community.  For  fifteen  years  he  taught  the  parochial  school  for  four  days  a  week, 
and  for  many  years  he  also  filled  pulpits  in  Creston  and  Humphrey,  his  many  duties 
leaving  him  no  time  for  leisure.  He  is  devoted  to  his  work  and  has  always  thought 
rather  of  the  good  that  he  could  do  than  of  his  personal  comfort  or  convenience. 

Rev.  Holm  was  married  in  July,  1889,  to  Miss  Clara  Estel,  who  was  born  in 
St.  Louis,  March  14,  1867.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  eleven  children: 
Eunice,  the  wife  of  H.  Rabeler,  of  Leigh;  Irene;  Elsra ;  Hilda;  Bruno,  who  is 
attending  St.  Paul's  College  at  Concordia,  Missouri;  Ruth;  Herbert;  Esther;  Alex- 
ander; Clara,  and  Ernst,  Jr. 

Rev.  Holm  is  a  democrat  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  public  affairs  as  he  believes 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to  do  his  share  in  making  the  government 
efficient  and  righteous.  During  the  many  years  that  he  has  been  at  his  present 
charge  he  has  won  the  entire  confidence  and  loyalty  of  his  people  and  also  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  those  of  other  religious  denominations. 


MARTIN'  KARGES,  Jr. 


One  of  the  attractive  farm  properties  of  Butler  township  is  that  owned  by  i\Lir- 
tin  Karges,  Jr.,  on  section  19.  He  well  deserves  the  proud  American  title  of  a  self- 
made  man,  for  he  started  out  empty  handed,  having  neither  wealth  nor  influential 
friends  to  aid  him  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  but  depending  entirely  upon  his  own 
labor  and  resources.  Today  he  is  one  of  the  extensive  land  holders  of  the  county, 
his  possessions  aggregating  fourteen  hundred  acres.  Such  a  record  may  well  serve 
as  an  example  to  young  men  who  desire  to  win  success  along  honorable  lines. 

Mr.  Karges  is  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  born  November  12,  1865,  and  he 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  mother  and  her  parents  in  the  year  1867,  the  fam- 
ily home  being  established  in  Wisconsin,  where  they  remained  for  two  years.  In 
1869  they  arrived  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  through  the  intervening  period 
to  the  ]ircsent  time,  or  for  a  period  of  forty-six  years,  Mr.  Karges  has  remained  a 
resident  of  this  county.  He  began  earning  his  living  when  but  ten  years  of  age,  herd- 
ing cattle  for  a  wage  of  four  dollars  per  month,  thus  working  for  seven  years.  His 
educational  privileges  were  extremely  limited.  He  attended  school  in  a  little  sod 
building  which  had  no  windows,  and  in  the  winter  a  fire  was  built  in  the  center  of 
the  floor.  Blocks  of  wood  served  for  stools  and  desks  and  the  methods  of  instruction 
were  almost  as  primitive  as  the  building,  but  later  he  had  the  opportunity  of  spend- 
ing a  winter  in  school  in  Columbus.  His  training  at  farm  labor,  however,  was  not 
meager  and  his  youth  was  a  period  of  earnest,  unremitting  toil.  He  early  realized 
that  only  industry  would  bring  him  success  and  he  began  to  save  his  earnings,  living 
frugally  and  economically  until  he  was  able  to  purchase  a  farm.  When  twenty-four 
years  of  age  he  first  invested  in  property,  becoming  the  o\vner  of  forty  acres,  and 
later  he  homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  sand  hills.     To  his  original 
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purcliases  he  kept  adding  from  time  to  time  as  his  financial  resources  increased  and 
favorable  opportunity  presented.  As  each  tract  was  added  he  kept  on  the  work  of 
improvement,  converting  it  into  well  tilled  fields  or  using  it  for  other  farming  pur- 
poses. In  time  he  became  the  owner  of  fourteen  hundred  acres  and  today  he  has  a 
very  valuable  property,  on  which  is  seen  a  beautiful  farm  residence,  substantial  barns 
and  outbuildings,  well  kept  fences  and  the  latest  improved  farm  machinery. 

^Ir.  Karges  has  been  married  twice,  his  first  wife  being  Amelia,  daughter  of  John 
and  Anna  Schulz,  whom  he  wedded  January  27,  1891,  and  who  jiassed  away  on  the 
20th  of  January,  1896,  after  a  brief  but  happy  married  lifr  of  aliout  five  years. 
There  were  two  children  of  that  marriage:  Anna,  who  ditil  in  iiil.iiuy:  and  Eva, 
who  is  a  telephone  operator  at  Duncan.  In  July.  1898.  Mr.  Karges  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Celia  A\'.l(ii.  k.  and  they  have  become  parents 
of  seven  children:  Francis,  Adam,  Lucy.  (Mia.  Martha,  Martin  and  Mary.  All 
are  yet  under  the  parental  roof,  as  is  Frank,  a  stepson  of  Mr.  Karges. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Karges  is  a  Catholic  and  he  holds  membership  with  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  For  nineteen 
years  he  has  served  as  school  director  in  his  district  and  he  drew  the  plans  for  the 
No.  8  seli(iii11i(iusi  .  «liicli  is  a  luautiful  cement  block  structure.  He  advocates  good 
education  il  ii|)iinrtuniti.  s  wlimby  children  may  be  fitted  for  life's  practical  and 
responsible  duties,  and  he  stands  for  progress  and  improvement  along  many  lines. 
That  this  spirit  actuates  him  is  evident  in  the  highly  improved  a]))!!  ar met  of  his 
farm  with  its  well  tilled  fields,  its  good  pasture  lands,  its  splendid  nimh m  luiild- 
ings  and  its  high  grade  stock.  His  business  record  is  indeed  creditable  and  shows 
what  may  be  accomplished  when  there  is  a  will  to  dare  and  to  do. 


ADOLPH  LIEBIG. 


Adolpli  Liebig,  who  carries  on  general  farming  on  section  '^j.  Lost  Creek  town- 
ship, where  he  has  two  hundred  acres  of  good  farm  land,  is  one  of  the  native  sous 
of  Platte  county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Shell  Creek  township  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1878.  He  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  whose 
parents  were  .losciih  and  Mary  (Wagner)  Liebig.  The  mother  has  passed  away,  but 
the  fatlur  is  now  livin-  nrar  "I'lattr  C.  ntrr. 

The  cnninion-siliool  systrni  of  tile  lainniy  atiorded  Adolph  Liebig  his  educational 
privileges,  wliieh  he  improved  in  his  youthful  days  by  attending  school  through 
the  winter  seasons,  while  the  summer  months  were  devoted  to  farm  work.  He  con- 
tinued to  assist  his  father  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  home  farm 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  for  the  past  twelve  years  he  has 
been  farming  on  his  own  account,  concentrating  his  efforts  upon  the  development  .and 
improvement  of  his  place  of  two  hundred  acres  on  section  25,  Lost  Creek  township. 
He  carefully  tills  his  fields  and  in  addition  to  grain  production  he  is  winning  success 
as  a  stock-raiser,  handling  shorthorn  fattle  and  Poland  China  hogs.  He  is  likewise 
a  stockholdrr  in  the  Monro.-  Independent  Telephone  Company,  In  1913  he  built  a 
large  modern  residence  upon  his  place,  it  being  one  of  the  attractive  homes  of  his 
l)art  of  tlie  county.     In  fact,  all  of  the  equipment  of  his  farm  is  thoroughly  modern 
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and  up-to-date  and  is  indicative  of  his  progressive  sijirit  and  his  efforts  to  keep  in 
touch  with  modern  advancement. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1903,  Mr.  Liebig  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary 
Schumacher,  also  a  native  of  Platte  county  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Margaret 
(Klien)  Schumacher,  old-time  residents  of  Burrows  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liebig 
are  now  parents  of  six  children:  Linda,  Evelyn,  Elizabeth,  Adolph,  Ferdinand  and 
Carroll.  The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church  and  Mr. 
Liebig  is  also  identified  with  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  His  political  faith  is 
that  of  the  democratic  party,  but  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office,  preferring  to  con- 
centrate his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs,  in  which  he  is  meeting  with  well 
merited  and  substantial  success.  ^ 


CHARLES   E.  CHAPIN. 
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vated.  In  KSGl.  he  started  to  drive 
across  the  country  to  California,  journeying  as  far  as  Utah,  when  he  gave  up  the 
trip.  He  then  returned  to  Platte  county  and  secured  a  liomestead  claim  of  eighty 
acres,  after  which  he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death  on  the 
24.th  of  August,  1880. 

Charles  E.  Chapin  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Columbus  and  when 
his  textbooks  were  )iut  aside  secured  employment  in  tlie  Clother  Hotel.  In  ISTi  he 
was  employed  by  tin-  j^in  t  rnment  to  assist  in  preparing  quarters  for  the  Pawnee 
Indians  and  arlrd  as  a  courier  for  four  years.  In  1879  he  went  to  western  Nebraska 
for  ^lajor  North  and  tlare  worked  on  a  cattle  ranch  for  about  a  year.  In  1880 
he  engaged  in  buying  mules,  which  he  shipped  to  Colorado,  and  assisted  in  con- 
structing the  Colorado  Central  Railroad  from  Julesburg,  Colorado,  to  South  Platte. 
When  that  task  was  completed  he  returned  to  this  county  and  ]mreliased  eighty 
acres  of  land,  since  which  time  lie  has  extended  the  boundaries  of  liis  f  inn  to  inelude 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  upon  wliicli  In  i.arrirs  on 
general  farming  and  also  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  fine  hogs,  his  labors  bringing 
him  a  substantial  financial  return  annually. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1882,  Mr.  Chapin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah 
Jane  Wood,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  September  15,  1860,  her  parents  being 
James  A.  and  Betsy  Wood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapin  have  two  children,  namely: 
Bertha,  the  wife  of  H.  L.  Stires,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  by  whom  she  has  a  son, 
Carroll  Chapin,  who  was  born  October  13,  1913;  and  Mildred,  who  is  a  resident 
of  Omaha. 

!Mr.  Chapin  votes  with  the  republican  party  and  keeps  well  informed  on  tlie 
questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  He  has  served  as  township  clerk  and  as  road 
supervisor  and  at  all  times  is  ready  to  respond  to  any  call  of  citizenship  that  is  made 
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upon  him.  He  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp  and  his  life  is  guided  by 
the  teachings  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  is  a  faithful  member.  He 
has  worked  earnestly  and  persistently  since  starting  out  in  life  on  his  own  account 
and  whatever  success  he  has  achieved  is  the  reward  of  his  own  labors.  He  is 
familiar  with  every  phase  of  pioneer  life  in  Nebraska  from  the  days  of  early  Indian 
occupancy  and  can  relate  many  interesting  incidents  concerning  Platte  county  when 
it  was  upon  the  frontier.  As  the  years  have  passed  he  has  borne  his  share  in  the 
work  of  development  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  worthy  and  substantial  citizens 
of  his  community. 


ANTHONY  EISENMENGER.  > 

Anthony  Eisenmenger,  a  well  known  stockman  and  farmer  of  Burrows  town- 
slii)),  owner  of  the  Locust  Grove  Stock  Farm,  employs  most  progressive  methods  in 
carrying  on  his  business  affairs  and  energy  and  industry  are  bringing  him  to  suc- 
cess. He  was  born  in  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  March  29,  1861,  a  son  of  Peter  and 
Theresa  (Reinhart)  Eisenmenger,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
latter  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  Germany.  Throughout  his  entire  life  Peter  Eisenmenger 
followed  farming,  while  his  father,  who  bore  the  same  name,  was  a  saloon  keeper 
and  hotel  proprietor  in  the  old  country.  On  coming  to  the  United  States,  however, 
he  took  up  farming  in  Pennsylvania.  He  had  five  children,  namely:  Peter,  who 
became  the  father  of  our  subject;  Joseph,  a  retired  farmer  residing  in  Antlion, 
Iowa;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hesendentz,  who  is  deceased;  Mrs.  Margaret  Best,  a  resident 
of   Kickapoo,   Peoria   county,    Illinois;   and    Mrs.    Mary    Reinhart,   who   has   passed 

In  tlie  Keystone  state  Peter  Eisenmenger,  Jr.,  attended  the  public  schools  and 
afterward  worked  upon  his  father's  place  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  when  he  made  his  way  westward  to  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  where  he  rented 
land  and  engaged  in  farming.  Later  he  removed  to  Champaign  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  piirehnsrd  land  and  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  until  death 
ended  his  laLois  ,.n  the  12th  of  July,  1913.  He  had  becom 
hundred  nid  c  iiility  .ures  of  rich  and  arable  land  in  Illinois 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Minnesota.  His  wife  died  i 
1868.  To  them  were  born  six  children,  as  follous:  Aiitln 
Frank,  an  agriculturist  of  Sherburn,  Minnesota;  ,1ns,  pli,  il 
place;  Peter,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Granville  town 
Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  and  Wendell,  who  passed  away  when  six 
weeks  old.  Having  lost  his  first  wife,  the  father  married  again,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Mary  Meister,  a  daughter  of  John  Meister,  of  Woodford  county, 
Illinois,  whom  he  wedded  in  the  spring  of  1869  and  who  yet  survives  her  husband, 
living  on  the  old  home  place  in  Pesotum  township.  Champaign  county,  Illinois. 
They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  as  follows:  John,  who  is  a  resident 
of  Sherburn,  Minnesota;  George,  living  in  Humphrey;  ]\Irs.  Kate  Laley,  of  Doug- 
las county,  Illinois;  Michael,  deceased;  Otto,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four 
years;  Mrs.  Anna  Kelly,  who  makes  licr  home  in  Mattoon,  Illinois;  ISIrs.  Abbie 
Riemke,  of  Pesotum.  Illinois;  William,  a  resident  of  Pesotum.  Illinois;  Charles,  of 
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Champaign  county,  Illinois;  Leo,  also  a  resident  of  Champaign  count}-,  Illinois; 
.ind  Frederick,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  months. 

Anthony  Eisenmenger  is  indebted  to  the  ]nil)Iic-school  system  of  Champaign 
county,  Illinois,  for  the  educational  opi)()rtuiiiti(  s  which  he  enjoyed.  His  youthful 
days  were  spent  under  the  parental  roof  and  when  lie  attained  his  majority  he 
began  farming  on  his  own  account,  renting  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  thus  con- 
tinued to  cultivate  for  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  purchased  the  prop- 
erty, having  carefully  saved  his  earnings  until  his  capital  was  sufficient  to  enable 
him  to  make  the  investment.  The  year  1891  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Platte  county, 
at  wliicli  time  he  took  up  his  abode  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  on  section  1, 
Burrows  township,  becoming  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  which  he  today 
cultivates.  In  1910  he  erected  a  fine  residence  in  attractive  style  of  architecture 
and  modern  in  every  way.  Pie  has  engaged  in  breeding  full  blooded  shorthorn 
cattle  since  1903  and  feeds  both  cattle  and  hogs.  His  live-stock  interests  consti- 
tute an  important  branch  of  his  business,  bringing  to  him  substantial  financial 
return.  He  devotes  his  entire  time  to  farming  and  stock-raising  but  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Humphrey,  which  he  aided  in  organizing. 

On  February  16,  1886,  :Mr.  Eisenmenger  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Schelkopf,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Walburga  (Heiermeier)  Schelkopf,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Bavaria.  They  passed  away  in  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  where 
the  father  had  been  successfully  engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Eisenmenger  are  the  parents  of  nine  children,  namely:  Rose,  the  wife 
of  Joseph  jSI.  Brockhaus,  a  farmer  of  Granville  township,  by  whom  she  has  a  son, 
Gerald ;  Cecelia  Mary,  who  is  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  Braun  &  Brockhaus  store 
of  Humphrey;  Bertha,  who  is  a  teacher  in  the  Tarnov  public  school;  Theresa,  who 
attends  school  in  Kearney.  Nebraska;  and  Rita,  Regina,  Mark,  Esther  and  Romana, 
all  at  home. 

All  of  the  family  are  members  of  St.  Francis  Catholic  church  of  Humphrey, 
and  Mr.  Eisenmenger  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  to  the  Catholic 
Order  of  Foresters  at  Humphrey.  He  is  also  a  member  of  St.  Joseph's  Men's 
Society  of  his  church.  In  politics  he  is  independent  and  the  only  office  that  he  has 
ever  filled  has  been  that  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  Burrows  township  for  one  term. 
He  has  always  preferred  to  devote  his  tiitirc  time  to  farming  and  stock-raising  and 
in  that  connection  has  so  directed  his  .tforts  tl^it  li.  has  met  with  substantial  and 
growing  success,  being  now  one  of  the  lea(lii;g  faruurs  of  Burrows  township. 


AUGUST  F.  SWANSON. 

August  F.  Swanson  is  the  proprietor  of  Fairview  Farm,  a  very  desirable  prop- 
erty situated  on  section  26,  Monroe  township.  Tlie  place  comprises  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  naturally  rich  and  arable  and  its  productiveness  has  been 
enhanced  through  the  capable  efforts  of  the  owner,  who  is  a  farsighted  and  enter- 
prising business  man.  Mr.  Swanson  was  born  in  Helsingborg,  Sweden,  January 
2,  1856,  and  is  now  the  only  surviving  member  of  his  father's  family.  His  parents 
were   Carl   and   Nellie    (Anderson)    Swanson   and   both   passed   away  in    1868.      Of 
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their  children,  Carl  and  Anna  came  to  the  new  world  before  their  brother  August 
and  established  their  home  in  Nebraska  City,  where  both  passed  away. 

August  F.  Swanson  obtained  a  common-school  education.  He  was  only  twelve 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died  and  the  following  year  he  began  providing  for 
his  own  support.  He  went  to  sea  as  a  sailor  and  served  on  fourteen  different  ships, 
visiting  China,  East  India  and  the  west  coast  of  South  America,  being  an  able  sea- 
man. That  life  brought  him  valuable  experience  and  wide  knowledge  concerning 
different  countries,  their  peoples  and  modes  of  life. 

It  was  in  the  year  1878  that  August  F.  Swanson  arrived  in  the  new  world,  leav- 
ing his  vessel  at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  whence  he  proceeded  to  New  York 
and  from  that  point  made  his  way  direct  to  Nebraska  City,  his  brother  and  sister 
having  already  become  residents  of  that  place.  For  a  year  he  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  for  an  uncle  near  Dunbar,  but  was  anxious  to  engage  in  business  for  himself 
and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Otoe  county,  near  Dunbar.  He  did  not  locate 
thereon,  luiwc  v<r.  until  ISS,;.  spending  the  preceding  years  at  work  as  a  section 
hand  and  as  a  f.irni  liaiid.  his  time  being  divided  between  the  two  kinds  of  labor. 
After  taking  up  his  aiiciilf  npon  liis  farm  in  1882  he  remained  there  for  thirteen  years 
and  wrought  a  marked  transformation  in  its  appearance  by  his  methods  of  cultivating 
the  fields  and  by  the  improvements  which  he  put  upon  the  place.  He  then  removed 
to  Platte  county  and  settled  on  section  2fi,  Monroe  township,  where  he  now  has  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  which  he  calls  Fairview  Farm — a  place  well  named, 
for  he  has  an  excellent  view  of  the  surrounding  country  and  looks  out  over  his  own 
well  tilled  fields  and  exctllrnt  farm  improvements,  which  make  his  place  one  of 
the  desirable  farm  propertic  s  of  tlie  township.  He  raises  mnle-foot  hogs  and  keeps 
on  hand  good  grades  of  otli(  r  stock.  lie  lias  a  large  orchard  and  in  a  word  his  farm 
is  one  of  the  valuable  and  attractive  jn-opcrtirs  in  that  jiart  of  the  <-ounty.  Aside 
from  his  agricultural  interests,  Mr.  Swanson  is  a  stockhohl,  r  in  tli,  M,.nroe  Inde- 
pendent Telephone  Company  and  the  Farmers  Elevator  Comi) my  of  Monro.-. 

On  the  17th  of  March.  1S8K  :\Ir.  Swanson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Christina  Johnson,  of  Xdiriski  City.  Nebraska.  Her  parents  were  John  and 
Christina  Johnson,  neither  ot  wiioni  (  v(  r  came  to  America.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  ten  children,  five  of  w  iioni  sur\ive,  namely:  Fred,  Lilly,  Alice,  Mabel  and 
August. 

Mr.  Swanson  is  imlrp.iul,  iit  in  polities  and  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  He 
belongs  to  the  Lutheran  church  and  is  interested  in  the  moral  ]irogress  of  the  com- 
munity. In  a  word,  he  stands  for  all  that  is  best  for  the  individual  and  for  the 
commonwealth  and  his  influence  is  always  on  the  side  of  riyht  and  order.  In  busi- 
ness he  has  displayed  a  most  progressive  spirit  and  at  all  times  has  followed  a  course 
which  has  made  him  most  highly  respected. 


FRANK  WILLIAM  SCHOLZ. 

Vorking  along  well  defined  lines  of  labor  and  placing  his  dependence  upon 
iafe,  substantial  qualities  of  industry  and  determination,  Frank  William  Scholz 
gained  a  place  among  the  representative  business  men  of  Platte  county,  being 
engaged  in  the  general  hardware  trade  at  Duncan.     He  has  always  lived  in  this 
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county,  his  birtli  having  occurred  in  Loup  township  on  the  20th  of  September,  1 879, 
liis  parents  being  John  and  Anna  (Olbrich)  Scholz.  His  early  education  was 
acquired  in  District  No.  16,  Butler  township,  and  later  he  continued  his  course  in 
tlie  parochial  schools  of  Duncan.  When  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  he  began  learn- 
ing the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  about  fifteen  years,  displaying 
excellent  workmanship  and  becoming  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost  builders  of 
the  district.  In  the  spring  of  1901  he  went  to  Pierce,  this  state,  but  in  1913  he 
returned  to  Duncan  and  purchased  the  hardware  store  of  W.  H.  Thomas,  and  he 
now  conducts  a  jxriu  ral  li.irdware  business,  dealing  also  in  paints  and  oils.  His  trade 
ii,\s  iiriiwn  rajiiilly  and  lie  has  won  a  well  earned  reputation  for  enterprise  and 
thorough  relialulity. 

On  the  9th  of  :SIay,  1905,  Mr.  Scholz  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Ida 
Engle,  who  was  born  in  Duncan,  October  9,  1880.  They  have  two  children,  namely: 
^lilton  Frank,  whose  birth  occurred  in  June,  1906;  and  Clarence,  whose  natal  day 
was  October  2'2.  1909.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scholz  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist 
ciuirch  and  guide  tlieir  lives  according  to  its  teachings.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  while  in  jiolitics  he  is  an  earnest  republican, 
believing  firmly  in  the  principles  of  the  party.  At  all  times  it  has  been  a  recognized 
fact  that  his  cooperation  and  aid  could  be  countid  upon  to  further  measures  and 
movements  for  the  public  good.  He  has  served  as  school  director  in  District  No.  7 
and  when  the  town  was  incorporated  in  May,  1913,  he  was  elected  its  first  mayor.  In 
April,  1915,  he  was  reelected  to  the  office,  so  that  he  is  the  present  incumbent  in  the 
position.  He  is  likewise  president  of  the  Duncan  volunteer  fire  department  and  in 
managing  public  affairs  he  displays  the  same  interest  and  fidelity  and  the  same  spirit 
of  enterprise  and  progress  which  characterize  the  conduct  of  his  individual  interests. 
He  is  making  a  most  excellent  record  in  office  and  well  merits  the  high  regard  which 
is  so  uniformly  tendered  him. 


JACOB  MADURA. 
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hose  home  is  pleasantly  situated  on  section  26,  Loup  township, 
in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  was  born  in  Austria  in 
John  Madura,  was  a  farmer  of  that  country.  Jacob  Madura 
■  until  li.-  rcaclird  the  a-v  of  twrnty-sevcn  years,  when,  attracted 
of  th,  ,„  w  world,  hr  drei.1,,1  to  try  his  fortunr  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  liiddin-  a.li,  ,,  to  friends  and  natixv  country,  he  sailed  for  America 
and  made  his  way  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  wliere  for  five  years  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  tlie  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  secured  em- 
ploymcTit  at  farm  labor  Iiy  the  month,  but  after  a  time  left  Platte  county  for  Omaha, 
where  he  continued  for  three  years,  employed  in  a  packing  house.  He  then  returned 
to  this  county  and  with  the  money  which  he  had  saved  from  his  earnings  purchased 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  has  since  bent  his  energies  to  the  devel- 
opment and  improvement  of  the  place,  which,  in  its  neat  and  thrifty  appearance, 
indicates  his  careful  supervision  and  practical  and  progressive  methods.  He  carries 
forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes  and  his  diligence  and 
energy  have  constituted  the  basis  of  his  growing  s 
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On  September  25,  1889,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Madura  and  Miss  Sophia 
Kusrak,  a  daughter  of  George  Kusrak,  and  to  them  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Julia,  now  deceased;  Balinda,  living  in  Omaha;  John,  who  has  also  passed 
away;  and  Mary,  Alvin,  Elenora,  Felemona,  Joseph,  Alfan,  Julia  and  Michael,  all 
yet  at  home. 

The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Catholic  church,  of  which  Mr. 
Madura  has  been  a  lifelong  communicant.  He  votes  with  the  democratic  party,  for 
his  study  of  the  political  issues  and  situation  has  led  him  to  the  belief  that  the  best 
interests  of  the  comitry  would  be  promoted  bj'  the  adoption  of  its  principles.  He 
has  never  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  however,  but  has  concentrated  his  energies 
upon  Iiis  business  affairs  and  thus  has  gained  a  fair  measure 
duct  of  his  farm. 


E.   T.   GRAHAM. 


E.  T.  Graham,  residing  on  section  12,  Humphrey  township,  is  perhaps  the  weal- 
thiest man  in  this  part  of  the  country,  now  owning  and  cultivating  ten  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Humphrey  and  Creston  townships.  The  period 
of  his  residence  in  Platte  county  covers  forty-four  years,  for  it  was  in  1871  that 
he  took  up  a  homestead  claim  in  Humphrey  township.  His  birth  occurred  in  Prince 
Edward  Island  on  the  20th  of  February,  1845,  his  parents  being  John  and  Ann 
(Bernard)  Graham,  likewise  natives  of  Prince  Edward  Island.  Tlie  fatlier,  an 
agriculturist  by  occupation,  removed  to  Wisconsin  at  an  early  day  and  in  that  state 
purchased  land  which  he  cultivated  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

E.  T.  Graham  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  Badger  state  and  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  twenty-fiVe  years  of  age.  During  the  period  of  the  Civil 
war  he  had  served  for  one  year  as  a  member  of  the  P'orty-second  Wisconsin  Infan- 
try. In  1867  he  bought  a  tract  of  land,  which  lie  cultivated  for  a  few  years  or 
until  1871,  when  he  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  taking  up  a  homestead  claim 
in  Humphrey  township.  This  he  improved  and  as  time  passed  on  and  his  financial 
resources  increased,  owing  to  his  well  directed  industry  and  capable  management, 
he  augmented  his  holdings  by  purchase  until  they  now  embrace  ten  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  although  he  has  sold  some  of  his  land.  His  property  lies  in  sections 
12  and  13,  Humphrey  township,  and  section  7,  Creston  township,  and  his  agri- 
cultural interests  are  conducted  in  a  manntr  that  brings  him  a  most  gratifying 
income  annually.  In  connection  with  the  production  of  cereals  he  feeds  about 
thirty  car  loads  of  cattle  and  seven  hundred  hogs  each  year.  He  is  likewise  the 
vice  president  of  the  Citizens  -State  Bank  of  Creston  and  has  long  been  numbered 
among  the  influential  and  leading  citizens  of  the  county. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1869,  Mr.  Graham  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Laura  B.  Morris,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  A.  (Todd)  Morris,  who  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  respectively.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  removed  to  Wisconsin  at  an  early  day  and  there  successfully  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing  away  in  1879, 
when  seventy  years  of  age.  His  widow  long  survived,  her  demise  occurring  in 
June,   1914,  when  she  had  attained  the  remarkable  age  of  ninety-five  years.     Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Graham  are  the  parents  of  seven  diildren,  as  follows:  James,  who 
is  a  resident  of  Wj'oming;  Lola  B.,  who  is  the  wife  of  E.  H.  Farnsley  and  lives  in 
Kansas;  Elmer  T.,  at  home;  Marshall,  living  in  Wyoming;  Anna,  the  wife  of 
H.  W.  Luedtke,  who  is  a  banker  of  Creston;  Leila,  the  wife  of  S.  E.  Ewing,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Creston;  and  Mary,  who  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage to  C.  L.  Galbraith,  of  Beemer,  Nebraska. 

Politically  Mr.  Graham  is  a  stanch  republican,  exercising  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  that  party.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Mrtiiodist  church,  the  teachings  of  which  he  exemplifies  in  his  daily  conduct. 
Throughout  liis  life  he  has  manifested  qualities  which  have  won  for  him  high  regard, 
whieli  have  gained  for  him  success  in  business  and  which  have  established  him  as 
one  of  the  prominent  and   respected  citizens  of  Platte  county. 


J.  H.  DRINNIN. 

J.  H.  Drinnin  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Columbus  township,  his  home  being  on 
section  3,  where  he  now  has  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich  and  productive 
land.  He  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  this  place  in  1882,  paying  ten  dollars 
per  acre  and  having  ten  years  in  which  to  make  the  payments.  Today  the  property 
is  worth  many  times  that  sum  owing  to  the  settlement  of  the  county,  which  has  created 
a  demand  for  land,  and  also  owing  to  the  excellent  improvements  which  he  has  placed 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Drinnin  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  in  Stark  county,  Illinois,  August  .5,  184+, 
and  from  the  experiences  of  his  boyhood  as  well  as  of  later  years  he  has  become 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  different  phases  of  pioneer  life.  His  parents,  John  and 
riiristine  (Acker)  Drinnin,  were  both  of  foreign  birth.  The  father,  a  native  of 
Queens  county,  Ireland,  was  born  in  1812,  while  the  mother  was  born  on  the  Rhine, 
in  Germany,  in  181  k  John  Drinnin  had  no  educational  opportunities,  but  that  he 
possessed  the  ambition  to  improve  his  condition  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  having  heard  favorable  reports  concerning  business  oppor- 
tunities in  the  new  world.  He  worked  with  several  yoke  of  oxen  on  the  grading 
and  construction  of  the  Erie  Railroad  and  in  1843  went  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago  by 
boat  and  thence  drove  with  two  j'oke  of  oxen  and  a  wagon  to  Stark  county,  Illinois, 
which  was  then  a  pioneer  district.  He  had  to  travel  an  entire  day  to  find  a  dozen 
families  and  the  work  of  development  and  imjjrovement  seemed  scarcely  begun  there. 
He  had  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  timber  land  on  Spoon  river,  which 
he  traded  for  eighty  acres  of  prairie  and  then  turned  the  first  furrows  upon  that 
tract,  broke  the  sod  and  planted  the  seed.  He  built  a  house  of  white  oak  and  while 
there  residing  was  greatly  annoyed  by  the  Indians  in  the  early  days.  He  was  truly  a 
pioneer  settler  and  took  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  all  affairs  pertaining  to  the 
upbuilding  and  settlement  of  the  district.  In  polities  he  was  an  active  democrat  and 
in  religious  faith  a  devout  Catholic,  holding  membership  in  the  church  at  Wyoming. 
He  died  in  1881,  while  his  widow  survived  until  1903. 

J.  H.  Drinnin  was  the  third  of  their  children  and  he  pursued  his  education  while 
sitting  on  a  slab  bench  in  one  of  the  old-time  log  schoolhouses.  He  lived  upon  the 
home  farm  in  Stark  county  to  the  age  of  twenty-four,  assisting  his  father  in  the  work 
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of  the  fields,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  trades  of  plastering  and  bricklajing, 
which  he  followed  for  some  thirteen  years,  both  as  an  employe  and  as  a  contractor. 
He  was  also  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  county  and  entered  most  earnestly  in  Sunday- 
school  work,  teaching  in  three  Sunday  schools  which  were  held  in  schoolhouses. 

Hoping  to  benefit  by  a  removal  to  the  west,  he  arrived  in  Columbus  on  the  28th  of 
February,  1883,  having  purchased  his  present  farm  on  the  12th  of  June,  1882.  All 
was  open  prairie  between  his  place  and  Columbus  and  only  about  six  families  lived 
in  the  vicinity.  The  purchase  price  was  ten  dollars,  but  he  was  allowed  ten  years  in 
which  to  make  payment.  After  he  had  paid  car  fare  and  the  other  expenses  of  the 
journey  west  he  had  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  remaining.  He  broke  the 
prairie  and  began  the  development  of  the  home  farm,  making  progress,  although  he 
had  to  overcome  many  difficulties  and  obstacles.  On  the  13th  of  July,  1883,  his 
crops  were  entirely  destroyed  by  hail  and  this  and  other  conditions  brought  on  very 
hard  times.  After  the  hail  he  began  working  on  the  second  ward  school  in  Columbus 
and  was  thus  employed  until  the  15th  of  December,  1883.  He  also  did  the  mason 
work  on  the  homes  of  J.  P.  Biehers  and  Charles  Speice  and  by  such  labor  he  eked  out 
liis  income  and  was  thus  able  to  tide  over  the  difficult  days  before  his  farm  became 
j5roductive.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich  and  valuable 
land  in  Pl.itte  county  and  is  also  interested  in  land  in  Holt  county,  Nebraska,  and 
in  Illinois.  He  has  a  fine  large  orchard  upon  his  place  and  specializes  in  the  produc- 
tion of  Wolfe  River  apples,  Baldwins  and  Jonathans.  His  place  is  known  as  the 
Home  Farm  and  is  now  one  of  the  attractive  properties  of  Columbus  township, 
equipped  with  all  modern  accessories  and  improvements.  He  is  still  directing  the 
work  of  the  fields  and  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  in  every  particular.  He  brought 
Knoxville  corn  from  Illinois  and  crossed  that  with  Leaming,  the  result  being  Read's 
Yellow  Dent  corn.  This  he  crossed  with  Gold  Dust,  which  makes  an  unusually  nice 
clean  early  yellow  corn.  He  is  now  largely  |inuhuinu  tliis  corn,  having  an  'extensive 
sale  in  his  home  locality,  while  in  California  in  i>  n  irrcsented  by  agents  who  ship 
to  neighboring  states.  Mr.  Drinnin  personally  gives  his  supervision  to  the  sale  and 
shipment  of  his  seed  corn  and  this  branch  of  his  business  is  a  profitable  one. 

On  the  2d  of  September.  1868,  Mr.  Drinnin  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Har- 
riett L.  Pomeroy.  mIi,.  was  born  in  Vermont  in  181(1  ami  dird  :\Iarch  2.  1901.  She 
possessed  many  adiniralilr  traits  of  heart  and  mind,  was  very  active  in  nrinliborhood 
Sunday-.school"  work  and  In  r  l.rautiful  Christian  eiiarartrr  .n.l.arr.l  li,  r  to  all  who 
knew  iier.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Catherine  I'.mh,  roy.  nativ.s  of  Ver- 
mont, where  the  father  followed  carpentering  until  he  rennued  \\is|\\arcl  to  Stark 
county,  Illinois,  and  there  engaged  in  farming  from  1870  niilil  Ins  ,1,  alli.  He  was  a 
very  active  and  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  in  which  he  served  as 
deacon,  and  he  took  a  helpful  interest  in  all  the  progressive  and  beneficial  affairs  of 
his  community.  To  Mr.  and  :Mrs.  Drinnin  were  born  five  children:  Samuel  P.,  who 
is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  near  Home  Farm,  is  married  and  has  four  children 
whom  he  has  brought  up  himself  and  who  are  a  great  credit  to  him.  Eliza  is  the 
wife  of  Burt  Stevenson,  who  has  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Colfax  county,  and  their 
children  are  six  in  number.  George  and  Evelyn  remain  upon  the  Home  Farm. 
Plessie  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Yonkie,  a  farmer  of  Colfax  county,  by  whom  she  has 

Mr.  Drinnin  has  been  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  since 
1878.     He  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  of  which  he  is  an 
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active  supporter.  He  has  served  as  town  clerk,  as  township  treasurer  and  as  justice 
of  the  peace  and,  in  fact,  is  active  in  all  affairs  relating  to  the  upbuilding  and  jaro- 
grtss  of  his  community.  He  attends  the  Congregational  church  and  his  influence  is 
ever  on  the  side  of  right,  truth,  reform  and  progress.  He  keeps  well  informed  on 
current  events  and  is  abreast  of  the  times  in  every  ]iarticulnr.  being  a  most  energetic 
and  progressive  citizen,  alive  to  every  intcri  si  tlial  .itlrets  the  community.  He 
deserves  much  credit  for  what  he  has  accomijlislnd  as  lir  started  out  empty  handed, 
depending  entirely  upon  his  own  resources  for  jjis  ailvaiieeuunt  and  his 
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for  the  remainder.  In  addition  to  larming  he  devoted  some  time  to  carpentering  during 
liis  active  life  and  his  well  directed  labor  enabled  him  to  gain  financial  independence. 
He  passed  away  about  KS90.  His  wife  was  born  in  central  Sweden  in  1810  and  is 
now  living  in  Genoa.  Nebraska.  She  still  owns  the  old  homestead,  which  is  well  im- 
proved and  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Nels  Pearson  attended  the  common  schools  of  Sweden  for  about  five  years  and 
subsequently  worked  as  a  farm  hand.  In  1882  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the 
United  States  and  for  the  first  year  thereafter  assisted  his  father  in  the  development 
of  the  home  farm.  He  then  worked  on  the  farms  of  others  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  was  again  on  the  homestead  for  a  year.  In  1887  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  21,  ]\Ionroe  township,  and  later  he  bought  an 
additional  eighty  acres,  all  of  which  he  still  owns.  He  raises  graded  Red  Polled 
cattle  and  Duroc  Jersey  hogs,  and  the  sale  of  his  stock  nets  him  a  good  profit 
annually.  He  also  grows  the  usual  crops  and  employs  improved  methods  and  ma- 
chinery in  his  work. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1887.  INIr.  Pearson  was  married  to  Miss  Christina  Peterson, 
who  was  born  in  Kewanee,  Illinois,  September  18,  1867,  a  daughter  of  Louis  and 
Katherine  (Person)  Peterson.  Her  parents  emigrated  from  northern  Sweden  to 
America  in  1867  and  first  located  in  Kewanee,  Illinois,  where  they  remained  until 
1869.  In  that  year  they  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  homesteaded  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  3,  Oconee  township,  which  the  father  farmed  for  about 
thirteen  years.  He  then  sold  that  place  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Monroe  township.  He  went  to  Columbus  to  buy  lumber  with  which  to 
make  contemplated  improvements  on  his  farm  and  coming  back  fell  from  the  wagon 
and  broke  his  neck.  He  was  but  forty-seven  years  of  age  when  his  life  was  thus 
tragically  ended,  and  he  was  survived  by  his  wife  for  many  years,  her  demise  oc- 
curring in  1912  when  she  was  seventv-seven  vears  old.     Mr.  and  :\Irs.  Pearson  have 


558       PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

two  sons:  Lawrence,  born  October  13,  1903,  and  Edmund,  born  July  8,  1906,  both  of 
whom  are  attending  school. 

Mr.  Pearson  is  a  democrat  but  has  never  taken  a  very  active  part  in  politics.  He 
is  an  influential  member  of  the  Swedish  Methodist  church  and  is  at  present  serving 
as  an  exhorter,  as  a  Sunday  school  teacher  and  as  steward.  He  furthers  in  every 
way  possible  the  influence  of  the  church  and  contributes  generously  to  its  support. 
His  upright  life  and  regard  for  the  rights  of  others  has  gained  him  the  high  esteem, 
of  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him. 


PETER    KOZLOWSKL 

With  various  features  of  business  and  public  life  in  Platte  county  Peter  Kozlowskr 
has  been  identified  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Duncan.  He  was  born  in  West 
Prussia,  September  11,  1847,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Deia)  Kozlowski,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Prussia.  Throughout  his  entire  life  the  father  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  and  his  place  was  considered  one  of  the  large  farms  of  the 
neighborhood.  Upon  it  he  raised  good  stock  and  he  carefully  conducted  his  business 
affairs  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  forty-two  years  of  age. 
He  was  prominent  in  the  community  and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  native 
village.  He  belonged  to  the  Rosary  Society  of  the  Catholic  church  and  his  wife  was 
a  communicant  of  the  same  church.     She  passed  away  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years. 

Peter  Kozlowski  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  six  children.  His  youngest 
brother  came  to  the  United  States  but  Peter  could  not  locate  him.  After  attending 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  country  Peter  Kozlowski  continued  his  education  in 
an  academy  at  Palpleen.  He  afterward  began  teaching  in  the  Royal  Teachers 
School  at  Graudenz  and  followed  that  profession  for  fifteen  years.  At  length  he 
determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world  and,  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  the 
United  States,  made  his  way  to  Omaha,  where  he  arrived  July  27,  1885.  On  the  9th 
of  June,  1886,  he  reached  Duncan,  after  having  been  employed  for  about  a  year  as 
collector  for  an  Omaha  brewery.  In  September,  1886,  he  established  the  first 
parochial  school  in  Butler  township,  Platte  county,  where  he  continued  teaching  for 
about  two  years.  In  1888  he  engaged  in  merchandising,  in  which  business  he  con- 
tinued for  twenty-six  years.  He  also  conducted  an  insurance  and  real-estate  agency 
and  sold  all  the  lots  in  Duncan  for  the  railroad  company.  As  a  merchant  he  occupied 
an  enviable  position  among  the  leading  representatives  of  business  activity  in  his  part 
of  the  state. 

Mr.  Kozlowski  has  also  been  prominent  in  other  connections.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party,  of  which  he  is  an  earnest  supporter, 
and  for  twelve  years  he  filled  the  office  of  postmaster  of  Duncan.  He  was  also 
township  treasurer  for  six  years,  was  township  clerk  for  several  years  and  for  the 
past  six  years  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  in  which  he  is  the  present 
incumbent.  Because  of  his  education  he  has  been  called  upon  to  assist  all  the  early 
Polish  settlers  in  the  conduct  of  their  business  enterprises.  He  is  a  man  of  sound 
judgment  and  his  cooperation  has  been  a  helpful  element  in  promoting  individual 
prosperity  and  in  advancing  the  general  welfare  of  the  community. 

In   1877  Mr.  Kozlowski  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  Klatt.  a  native  of 
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ia  and  a  daugliter  of  Rudolph  and  Anna  Klatt.  Tlie  father  acted  as 
1  inspector  of  a  large  country  estate  and  served  in  the  army.  In  later 
life  he  hecanie  a  real-estate  agent  and  notary  public  in  Liebsau,  Prussia,  and  was 
an  active  man  of  affairs.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kozlowski  have  nine  living  children.  Sister  Concordia  is  a  sister  in  St. 
Anthony's  school  of  Columbus,  Nebraska.  Clara  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Leo 
Broviak,  a  traveling  salesman  residing  in  Norfolk,  Nebraska,  by  whom  she  has  three 
daughters.  Monica  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Melkus,  of  Norfolk,  Nebraska,  who  is  the 
freight  agent  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  and  by  whom  she  has  one  son.  Alex- 
ander, who  holds  the  position  of  jiay  clerk  on  the  United  States  ship  South  Dakota, 
has  been  in  tlie  service  of  the  navy  for  fourteen  years,  beginning  as  a  yeoman  and 
winning  steady  promotion.  He  is  married  and  has  two  daughters.  Valeria  is  the 
wife  of  Winfred  Hartford,  a  carpenter  living  in  Silver  Creek,  Nebraska,  by  whom 
she  has  two  children.  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Zybach,  of  Duncan,  by 
whom  she  has  one  child.  Theofield  is  employed  as  a  weigher  in  the  Union  stock 
yards  of  Omaha.  Joseph  is  with  the  Duncan  Mercantile  Company.  Helen,  who  is 
still  at  home,  will  graduate  from  the  Silver  Creek  high  school  in  the  spring  of  1916. 
In  his  religious  faith  Mr.  Kozlowski  is  a  Catholic.  He  owns  and  occupies  a  nice 
home  in  Duncan  and  is  able  to  enjoy  all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life  because  of  his  intense  and  well  directed  activity  in  business  affairs  in  former 
years.  His  worth  is  widely  acknowledged  and  he  enjoys  in  large  measure  the 
respect  and  goodwill  of  those  with  whom  he  h^s  been  brought  in  contact. 


REV.   FRIEDRICH   SPRIEGEL. 

The  Rev.  Friedrich  Spriegel,  pastor  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  in  Grand 
Prairie  township,  has  exerted  a  strong  influence  for  righteousness.  He  was  born  in 
Wurtcmberg,  Germany,  June  27,  1849,  a  son  of  Lenhardt  and  Magdalena  Spriegel, 
both  of  whom  passed  their  entire  lives  in  the  fatherland. 

r'riedrich  Spriegel  was  educated  in  the  Seminary  of  St.  Chrischone  at  Basel. 
Switzerland,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  l.S7(>.  Subst  (|uintly  he  labored  in  the 
home  mission  field  in  Wurtemberg  for  three  yiars.  but  in  I.S79  he  came  to  America. 
During  the  first  winter  he  had  charge  of  several  missions  in  the  vicinity  of  Scribner, 
Neiiraska,  and  in  1880  he  organized  a  ehureii  at  Plattsmouth.  Cass  county,  and 
another  near  Berlin,  Otoe  county,  of  whicli  lie  continued  to  serve  as  pastor  for  thirty- 
three  years.  At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  church  there  were  but  a  few 
members  but  when  he  left  for  other  fields  the  congregation  was  a  strong  one  and 
the  church  was  recognized  as  a  powerful  factor  for  good  in  tlie  life  of  the  eonnnunity. 
His  own  zeal  and  sincere  belief  in  the  truths  which  he  taught,  combined  with  his 
efifective  presentation  of  the  teachings  of  the  church,  enabled  him  to  gain  ui.iny  new 
members,  and  his  efficiency  as  an  organizer  and  administrator  insured  the  wise 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  church.  In  1888  a  house  of  worship  was  erected 
and  tlie  church  prospered  under  his  pastorate  both  in  spiritual  and  t(  niporal  matters. 
In  1913  he  came  to  his  present  church  in  Grand  Prairie  township,  Platte  county,  and 
his  ability  and  sincerity  have  been  plainly  manifested.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  who  know  him  and  is  recognized  as  a  leader  in  religious  circles. 
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Rev.  Spriegel  was  married  in  October,  1879,  to  Miss  Magdalena  Brendle,  who 
was  born  in  1858  in  Germany  and  passed  away  in  1892.  She  was  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Marie,  at  home;  Martha,  the  wife  of  H.  Young,  of  Avoca;  and 
Helen,  at  home.  In  1893  Rev.  Spriegel  was  again  married,  Miss  Wilhelmina  Link 
becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Wurtemberg  in  1863  and  died  in  1910.  To 
Rev.  Spriegel's  second  union  were  born  four  children:  Fred,  deceased;  Magdalena, 
the  wife  of  Rev.  M.  Mortenson,  of  Liberty,  Illinois;  Agnes,  who  is  attending  Midland 
College  in  Atchison,  Kansas;  and  Ernest,  at  home. 

Rev.  Spriegel  is  a  republican  in  his  political  belief.  He  l.ibors  untiringly  for  the 
advancement  of  the  church  and  has  in  full  measure  the  confidence  and  cooperation 
of  his  congregation  and  also  the  respect  of  the  community  at  large. 


GERHARD  G.  LUESCHEX. 

Gerhard  G.  Lutseh.n.  who  is  successfully  cnrrying  on  farming  on  section  17, 
Sherman  towiislii]).  was  luiru  Xovrnibrr  'J  1 .  18  10.  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  a  son 
of  Henry  (ir..t,-1usrh,n  and  Kitr  M/ir-arct  (Knbhnanu)  Lueschen,  both  now  de- 
ceased'. In  1839,  when  about  nineteen  years  of  ai;c.  In-  emiarated  to  America  and, 
making  his  way  to  the  middle  west,  settltil  at  May\ille.  Wisconsin,  where  he  re- 
mained for  twenty  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  lie  came  to  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  and  bongh"t  a  quarter  section  of  railway  laud  in  Shrrnian  township.  He 
still   resides  iipdii   lliat  iilacc.  uliieli  lir  lias   larniid   siiiri    it  ciiiu-  into  bis  ])ossession, 

raising.  He  has  gamed  financial  indepeudence  and  owned  at  one  time  about  seven 
hundred  acres  of  land  but  since  has  disposed  of  all  of  his  holdings,  save  his  home 
farm  of  forty  acres. 

In  No\emlier.  18056.  Mr.  Lueschen  married  Miss  ^Margaret  Kuehlmann,  a  native 
of  Saxony,  f m  riiiany.  by  whom  he  has  five  cliildren:  Edward,  a  farmer  of  Sherman 
townsliiji;  William;  Dr.  A.  G..  of  Columbus;  Adolph.  at  home;  and  Annie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

Mr.  Lueschen  votes  the  republican  ticket  and  in  religious  faith  is  a  German 
Lutheran.  He  is  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  in  Platte  county  and  through- 
out life  has  adhered  to  hioh   standards  of  conduct. 


HENRY  G.  LUESCHEN. 

Henry  G.  Lueschen,  who  has  for  many  years  been  identified  with  agricultural 
interests  in  Bismark  township,  is  entitled  to  honor  as  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
having  proved  his  loyalty  to  his  adopted  land  by  enlisting  for  service  in  the  Union 
army.  He  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  on  the  7th  of  February,  ^835,  of  the 
marriage  of  Henry  and  Kate  ^Margaret  (Kuhlman)  Groteluschen,  both  now  de- 
ceased. Owing  to  an  error  made  by  the  armj'  officials  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment, 
the  name  became  officially  Lueschen  and  it  is  by  this  name  he  and  his  brothres  are 
now   known.      He    remained    in    his    nativ.-   land"  until    lie    was    twenty-five   years   of 
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age  and  then,  in  1860,  emigrated  to  America,  making  his  way  to  May  villa,  Wisconsin. 
His  sympathies  were  entirely  with  the  north  and  accordingly  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  made 
an  excellent  record  as  a  soldier,  never  faltering  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  and 
he  is  justly  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  offered  his  life  if  need  be  to  preserve  the  Union. 
During  his  military  service  he  had  many  narrow  escapes  from  death  and  can  relate 
a  great  many  interesting  stories  of  army  life. 

In  1869  Mr.  Lueschen  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  homesteaded  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  at  once  began  to  improve  and  cultivate. 
He  has  since  added  eighty  acres  and  his  place,  which  is  known  as  the  Oldenburg 
Valley  Stock  Farm,  is  one  of  the  valuable  farm  properties  of  Bismark  township.  His 
work  has  been  well  planned  and  his  labors  have  returned  to  him  a  gratifying  annual 
income  so  that  he  is  now  living  largely  retired. 

In  1867  Mr.  Lueschen  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Brandes,  who  died  in  1905  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  five 
survive.  Mr.  Luesclien  is  a  republican  with  independent  tendencies,  voting  according 
to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment  when  he  believes  that  the  public  welfare 
will  be  best  served  by  so  doing.  In  times  of  peace  he  manifests  the  same 
devotion  to  the  general  good  that  in  the  '60s  led  to  his  enlisting  in  the  Union 
army.  He  is  a  man  of  wide  knowledge,  as  he  has  always  read  a  great  deal,  and  he 
also  has  the  power  of  thinking  independently,  arriving  at  his  own  conclusions  rather 
than  blindly  accepting  the  opinions  of  others.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Cxerman  Lutheran  church,  and  his  life  has  always  measured  up  to  high  standards 
of  manhood. 


VINCENT  WIESER. 


At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  Vincent  Wieser  began  farming  for  himself  on 
section  17,  Grand  Prairie  to^vnship,  where  he  still  makes  his  home.  With  the  passing 
years  he  has  won  success  and  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  eight  hundred  acres  of 
rich  and  valuable  land  in  this  county  but  has  since  divided  with  his  children.  He  is 
a  native  of  Austria,  his  birth  having  there  occurred  on  the  14th  of  December,  1865, 
his  parents  being  August  and  Mary  (Kohler)  Wieser.  The  father  owned  a  farm 
in  Austria  and  continued  to  make  his  home  in  that  land  until  1870,  when,  attracted 
by  the  favorable  reports  which  he  heard  concerning  business  conditions  and  oppor- 
tunities in  the  new  world,  he  made  his  way  to  the  United  States,  arriving  in  Madison, 
Wisconsin.  He  there  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  cultivated  for  about  three 
years  but  in  1873  he  made  his  way  to  Nebraska  and  established  his  home  in  what  is 
now  Grand  Prairie  township,  Platte  county.  His  farm  was  on  section  8  and  was  an 
undeveloped  and  unimproved  tract  of  land  when  it  came  into  his  possession.  His 
first  home  was  a  sod  house — one  of  the  early  primitive  dwellings  of  the  locality. 
Few  improvements  had  been  made  in  the  entire  township  and  there  were  many 
hardships  and  difficulties  to  be  borne  that  are  incident  to  pioneer  life.  He  resolutely 
set  to  work  to  develop  his  land  and  after  a  time  removed  from  section  8,  where  he 
had  first  taken  up  his  abode,  to  section  17  of  the  same  township,  making  that  place 
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his  home  farm.  To  his  holdings  he  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  was  the  owner 
of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land  which  he  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  also  built  one  of  the  first  frame  houses  of  the  township  and  took  the 
initial  step  along  many  lines  in  the  way  of  making  modern  improvements.  He  was 
actuated  at  all  times  by  the  spirit  of  jDrogress  and  upbuilding  and  deserved  much 
credit  for  what  he  accomplished.  He  helped  to  organize  the  school  district  near  his 
home  and  was  also  one  of  the  charter  members  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church  on  section 
5,  Grand  Prairie  to'vmship  and  donated  the  land  on  which  the  church  edifice  was 
erected.  He  continued  his  residence  upon  the  old  home  farm  until  death  called  him 
in  1905,  when  he  was  eighty-two  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1824, 
passed  away  in  1897,  and  thus  the  community  lost  two  of  its  worthy  pioneer  people. 

Vincent  Wieser  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  his  parents  brought  their  family 
to  the  new  world  and  was  a  little  lad  of  eight  summers  at  the  time  of  the  removal 
to  Nebraska.  He  attended  school  which  was  held  in  the  home  of  John  Brown  on 
section  6,  Grand  Prairie  township,  afterward  was  a  pupil  in  district  school  No.  30 
and  also  for  three  months  attended  a  sisters'  school  in  Omaha.  When  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  began  farming  on  section  17,  Grand  Prairie  township,  where  he  still 
resides.  He  inherited  two  hundred  acres  of  land  from  his  father  but  he  added  to  his 
holdings  from  time  to  time  until  he  became  the  owner  of  eight  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land,  of  which  four  hundred  acres  is  situated  on  section  17.  He  has  since 
divided  with  his  children,  giving  farms  to  his  boys,  but  still  owns  a  valuable  property 
from  which  he  derives  a  gratifying  annual  income.  His  fields  are  carefully  tilled  and 
he  has  placed  good  improvements  upon  his  land.  He  has  ever  manifested  the  spirit 
of  modern  progress  and  advancement  that  has  characterized  farm  work  and  revolu- 
tionized methods  of  agricultural  development.  His  farm  presents  a  neat  and  well 
kept  appearance  and  everything  about  his  place  is  indicative  of  careful  supervision. 
He  is  a  director  and  vice  president  of  the  Farmers  State  Bank  of  Humphrey  and  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company  there.  In  addition  to  tilling  the 
soil  upon  the  home  farm  he  raises  stock  and  tliis  constitutes  an  important  and  remuner- 
ative branch  of  his  business. 

On  June  21,  1887,  Mr.  Wieser  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  ^Nlary  Brockhaus, 
who  was  born  near  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  Gerhard  and  Gf-rtriide 
Brockhaus,  the  former  born  in  Hanover  and  the  latter  in  Westiili-.lia.  (Miuiiny. 
Gerhard  Brockhaus  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  youth  of  eii;lilri  ii  yi  ns  .lud 
worked  for  a  time  as  a  laborer  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He  afterward  uuariLd  and 
made  his  way  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  carried  on  farming  until  1875.  He  then  came 
to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  establishing  his  home  on  Grand  Prairie,  where  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  a  good  farm.  Later  he  removed  to  Humphrey  township,  where  the 
remainder  of  his  life  was  passed.  He  was  an  active  and  influential  resident  of  his 
township,  not  only  along  agricultural  lines  but  also  in  relation  to  public  affairs.  He 
served  as  assessor  and  tax  collector  for  many  years  and  was  always  loyal  to  his 
public  duties  and  responsibilities.  His  religious  belief  was  that  of  the  Catholic 
church.  Prospering  in  his  undertakings  he  became  the  owner  of  seven  hundred  acres 
of  land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wieser  have  become  the  parents  of  nine  children,  who  are  yet  living: 
Mary,  the  wife  of  T.  Wemhoff,  a  farmer  of  Grand  Prairie  township,  by  whom  she 
has  three  children;  Frank,  who  is  farming  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  is 
married  and  has  two  children;  John  M.,  who  is  also  engaged  in  the  operation  of  one 
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hundred  and  sixty  acres;  and  Henry,  Agnes,  Clara,  Joseph,  Barbara  and  Frances, 
who  complete  the  family. 

Mr.  Wieser  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  democratic  party  but  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office,  preferring  to  concentrate 
his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs,  in  which  he  has  won  substantial  and  well 
merited  success.  He  is,  however,  a  very  active  member  of  St.  Clary's  Catholic 
church,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  further  its  work  and  promote  its  growtii.  Almost 
iiis  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  Platte  county,  where  he  lias  now  lived  for 
a  period  of  forty-two  years — a  period  that  covers  the  greater  part  of  the  growth 
and  development  of  this  section,  so  that  he  is  familiar  with  its  history  from  pioneer 
times  down  to  the  present. 


GEORGE  WHITTAKER  GALLEY. 

George  Whittaker  Galley,  a  farmer  residing  on  section  27,  Columbus  township, 
was  born  at  tiie  place  where  he  now  resides,  September  6,  1863,  and  lias  therefore 
for  more  than  a  half  century  been  a  witness  of  the  growth  and  development  of  this 
part  of  the  state,  which  he  has  seen  converted  from  a  western  pioneer  district  into 
a  populous  and  prosperous  region.  His  parents  were  George  W.  and  Mary  (Pyatt) 
Galley,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Macclesfield,  England,  the  former  born  in  1830 
and  the  latter  in  1828.  In  his  native  land  the  father  worked  as  a  weaver  and  after- 
ward served  a  five  years'  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  plumber  and  glazier.  On 
the  10th  of  January,  1851,  his  twenty-first  birthday,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  for 
the  nrw  world  a.Hl",',ftrr  landini;-  on  Anirrir.u,  sIh.ivs  m:>dv  his  way  to  St.  Louis, 
Missonn.  «lh  ,-.  Im  l;,t,  ,■  j,,,nr,l  an  .  inmi-anl  Iran,  aiui  «.  nl  lo  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
iieiiiii'  a  .lost  |iliiti  .Moiiiioii.  TIk  tn|i  was  an  i  Acilinij,  om  .  Iraught  with  many  inter- 
esting incidents,  wiiile  at  the  same  time  the  Indians  were  a  constant  menace.  For 
several  years  he  lived  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  then,  retracing  his  steps  eastward,  took 
up  his  abode  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  homesteaded  on  section  27, 
Columbus  township.  When  the  homestead  law  was  repealed,  he  preempted  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  and  upon  the  tract  built  a  log  cabin.  He  began  farming  under 
the  usual  pioneer  conditions,  meeting  all  the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to 
the  establishment  of  a  home  on  the  western  frontier,  wlim  the  work  of  development 
and  progress  seemed  scarcely  begun.  He  was  a  very  utixa  am]  progressive  man, 
these  qualities  being  manifest  not  only  in  his  business  a  Hairs  hut  in  his  public  rela- 
tions. He  carried  on  general  farming  and  raised  a  large  amount  of  stock  for  the 
size  of  his  farm.  He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Commercial  National  Bank 
of  Columbus  and  was  serving  as  a  director  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Ten  years  prior 
to  his  demise  he  retired  from  active  business  life,  spending  that  decade  in  well  earned 
ease.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a  republican  and  his  religious  faith  was  indicated 
in  the  active  interest  which  he  took  in  the  work  of  the  Mormon  chapel  during  its 
existence  in  Columbus.  He  was  instrumental  in  or^aiiizint;  school  district  No.  9  and 
served  as  one  of  its  directors  for  many  years.  I  lis  ,nlir.  life  was  actuated  by  a 
spirit  of  progress  and  advancement  and  his  puMic  sm\  na  \\  as  a  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived.  He  died  in  Columbus  in  1907.  having  long  survived  his 
wife,  who  passed  away  upon  the  farm  in  1866. 
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George  Whittaker  Galley  was  the  youngest  of  their  children.  He  began  his  edu- 
cation at  a  school  which  was  held  in  the  home  of  his  uncle,  J.  H.  Galley,  and  after- 
ward attended  district  school  No.  9,  in  Columbus  township.  In  the  school  of 
experience,  too.  he  has  learned  many  valuable  lessons,  becoming  a  well  informed  and 
most  capable  business  man.  He  started  out  in  life  independently  as  a  renter  when 
twenty-three  years  of  age  and  from  his  father  he  afterward  inherited  a  farm,  having , 
now  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Columbus  township.  He  owns  land  in 
both  Monroe  and  Oconee  to'tvnships.  He  has  made  a  specialty  of  feeding  and 
shipping  cattle  and  hogs  and  that  branch  of  his  business  has  become  an  important 
factor  in  his  growing  success.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Commercial  National  Bank 
of  Columbus  and  is  interested  in  many  ntlier  business  enterprises  of  the  community, 
including  farmers'  <l(\-itiir-.  mikI  tlir  i'.iir  Association.  He  became  financially 
interested  in  farm,  rs'  (  I,n  alors  in  nnl,  r  to  assist  in  their  successful  establishment, 
and  at  all  times  bis  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community  has  been  manifest 
in  many  tangible  ways.  As  a  stock-raiser  he  has  made  a  specialty  of  handling 
Hereford  cattle  and  has  done  not  a  little  to  improve  the  grade  of  stock  raised  in 
this  part  of  the  state. 

On  December  15,  1892,  Mr.  Galley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline  E. 
Welch,  also  a  native  of  this  county  and  a  daughter  of  Jonas  Welch,  who  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  to  this  union  four  children  have  been  born,  Clyde  A., 
Edith  C,  Milton  G.  and  Roy  E. 

Mr.  Galley  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodman  camp  at  Columbus.  He  has  long 
been  interested  in  educational  progress  in  his  community  and  has  served  as  director 
of  school  district  No.  9,  Columbus  township,  for  fifteen  years.  He  stands  at  all 
times  for  progress  and  improvement  but  has  never  sought  public  office.  His  undi- 
vided attention  has  been  given  to  his  business  affairs  and  his  careful  direction  of 
his  interests  has  led  to  his  growing  prosperity  and  at  the  same  time  he  has  cooperated 
in  the  development  of  business  concerns  which  have  aided  materially  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  community. 


A.  ED   MATSON. 


A.  Ed  Matson,  residing  on  section  3,  Oconee  township,  was  for  some  years 
identified  with  commercial  interests,  but  is  now  giving  his  attention  to  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  in  which  he  displays  good  judgment  and  unfaltering  energy.  He 
has  lived  in  Platte  county  since  1871  but  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having 
occurred  near  Oneida,  Henry  county,  that  state,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1870,  his 
parents  being  William  and  Martha  (Wickblom)  Matson.  The  father,  a  native  of 
Sweden,  died  on  the  28th  of  August,  1909.  The  mother,  who  was  also  born  in  the 
same  country,  has  passed  away. 

Reared  under  the  parental  roof,  A.  Ed  Matson  acquired  a  common-school  educa- 
tion and  worked  upon  the  home  farm  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  when  he  started 
out  in  life  on  his  own  account.  Through  the  intervening  period  he  has  largely  been 
connected  with  commercial  and  agricultural  pursuits  in  Platte  county,  although  for  a 
brief  period  he  lived  elsewhere.  He  opened  the  first  hardware  and  implement  store 
in  Monroe  in  connection  with  A.  N.  Hollingshead,  but  after  a  year  sold  out,  although 
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he  continued  to  work  for  a  year  for  his  successor.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  and 
his  brother,  Frank  Matson,  purchased  the  business,  of  which  they  remained  pro- 
prietors for  several  years,  conducting  a  well  appointed  hardware  store  and  enjoying 
a  liberal  patronage.  At  the  end  of  that  time  A.  E.  Matson  returned  to  farm  life, 
to  which  he  devoted  the  ensuing  seven  years.  He  then  established  his  home  in 
Columbus,  Nebraska,  where  he  remained  for  a  year,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that 
period  removed  to  Pawnee  City,  Nebraska,  where  he  was  connected  with  the  general 
mercantile  house  of  Bogle  Brothers  for  three  and  a  half  years.  He  afterward  re- 
turned to  the  farm  and  is  now  living  on  section  2,  Oconee  township,  where  he  carries 
on  general  agricultural  pursuits  in  a  capable,  progressive  manner,  his  fields  annually 
returning  to  him  substantial  harvests. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1892,  Mr.  Matson  was  married  to  Miss  Mable  Strother, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Audrey.  In  politics  Mr.  Matson  may  be  termed  an  inde- 
pendent republican,  for,  while  he  usually  votes  with  the  party,  he  does  not  feel  him- 
self bound  by  party  ties  and  casts  an  independent  ballot  if  he  so  desires.  He  has 
filled  several  local  offices,  including  that  of  road  supervisor.  He  has  also  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  treasurer  of  the  cemetery  association.  Fraternally 
he  is  well  known  as  a  member  of  Interior  Lodge,  No.  9,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  was 
treasurer  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  his  has  been  a 
well  spent  life,  in  harmony  with  his  professions.  He  has  attractive  social  qualities 
which  render  him  popular  wherever  he  goes  and  he  has  gained  many  friends  in  this 
county. 


ALBERT  AERNI. 

Albert  Aerni  is  a  representative  of  a  prominent,  old  and  well  known  family  of 
Platte  county.  He  makes  his  home  on  section  9,  Columbus  township,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  his  place  being  appropriately  named 
the  Valley  View  Farm.  He  was  born  in  Canton  Solothurn,  Switzerland,  September 
16,  1875,  his  parents  being  Frank  and  Magdalena  Aerni.  The  father  is  still  living 
and  is  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section 
11,  Columbus  township.  The  history  of  his  life  is  given  at  length  on  another  page 
of  this  work. 

Albert  Aerni  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  country, 
where  he  remained  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nine  years  and  then  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  emigration  to  the  new  world.  The  journey  was  continued  from  the 
Atlantic  coast  across  tjie  country  to  Platte  county,  and  here  Albert  Aerni  became  a 
public-school  pupil.  He  started  out  to  earn  his  own  living  by  working  as  a  farm 
hand  by  the  month  and  was  thus  employed  for  five  years.  He  afterward  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  1904,  when  he  began  optratiug  land  on 
his  own  account  and  in  1912  purchased  his  present  farm,  which  comprises  one 
hundred  and  eighty-two  acres  worth  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  The 
Valley  View  Farm  is  one  of  the  valuable  properties  of  Columbus  township,  con- 
veniently located,  well  improved  and  highly  cultivated.  In  addition  to  raising  the 
cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate  Mr.  Aerni  is  also  extensively  engaged  in 
raising  cattle  and  hogs  for  the  market. 
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On  the  16th  of  June,  1904,  Mr.  Aerni  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa 
Mueller,  a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Magdalena  (Karlin)  Mueller.  They  now  have  two 
sons,  Albert,  Jr.,  and  Frederick.  The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the 
German  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  while  in  his  political  WMci  Mr.  Aerni  is  a 
democrat.  He  does  not  seek  nor  desire  office,  however,  for  he  feels  that  his  business 
affairs  make  ample  demand  upon  his  time  and  energies.  He  was  early  trained  to 
habits  of  industry  and  his  diligence  enables  him  to  overcome  all  obstacles  and  diffi- 
culties in  his  path  and  work  his  way  steadily  upward  to  success.  He  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  of  his  community  and  his  sterling  traits  of 
character  have  gained  him  warm  personal  regard. 


GEORGE  J.  LOUIS. 


George  J.  Louis  follows  farming  in  Columbus  township,  which  is  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  liis  birth  having  occurred  on  the  3d  of  August,  1870.  While  spending  his 
youthful  days  in  the  home  of  his  father,  Jacob  Louis,  he  attended  school  in  Columbus 
and  when  his  textbooks  were  put  aside  he  continued  to  devote  his  time  and  energies 
to  the  work  of  developing  and  improving  the  home  farm,  upon  which  he  remained 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirty-two  years.  He  then  removed  to  section  24, 
Columbus  township,  and  began  farming  on  his  own  account,  his  father's  estate 
being  at  that  time  divided  and  bringing  to  him  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich 
and  arable  land.  The  tract  was,  however,  but  slightly  improved  and  the  work  of 
development  and  cultivation  has  been  practically  carried  forward  by  George  J.  Louis, 
who  has  wrought  a  marked  transformation  in  the  appearance  of  the  place.  He  has 
erected  thereon  a  fine  farm  residence  and  has  a  splendidly  improved  property  which 
embraces  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres.  His  farm  is  an  expression  of  his  own 
personality.  It  represents  the  spirit  of  industry,  determination  and  progressiveness 
which  he  manifests  in  everything  that  he  undertakes.  It  is  now  well  improved  ac- 
cording to  the  most  modern  methods  and  the  most  modern  ideas  and  as  time  goes 
on  he  further  develops  the  property  and  also  raises  stock  of  higher  and  higher 
grade.  It  was  in  1902  that  he  took  up  his  abode  upon  his  present  place  and  his 
efforts  in  the  intervening  years  have  resulted  in  the  development  of  onS  of  the  fine 
farms  of  the  county. 

In  1901  Mr.  Louis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Isis  Tripp,  a  native  of  Kansas 
and  a  daughter  of  O.  L.  and  Rachacl  (Lee)  Tripp,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  the  latter  of  Iowa.  Both  survive  and  they  now  make  their  home  in  Nebraska. 
Her  father  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Kansas,  living  near  Council  Grove  for 
a  time,  after  which  he  established  his  home  near  Fremont,  Nebraska,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  year  and  then  returned  to  Kansas.  Still  later  he  again  came  to 
Nebraska  and  engaged  in  farming  and  buying  horses  in  Platte  county.  He  became 
a  resident  of  Columbus  in  1897  and  is  now  living  in  Fremont.  He  has  never  had 
political  aspirations  but  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  his  wife  is  a 
very  faithful  and  consistent  member  of  the  same  church,  being  highly  regarded  as 
an  earnest,  Christian  woman.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Ruth;  George,  who  was  born  December  24,  1904;  Katherine,  born  in  1905; 
Edward  H..  who  was  born  September  8.  1908;  Charles  J.;  Helen;  and  Lucile. 
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The  family  attend  the  church  over  which  the  Rev.  Neumaerker  presides.  They 
are  well  known  residents  of  Columbus  township,  where  they  have  an  extensive  circle 
of  warm  friends,  who  esteem  them  highly  because  of  their  many  excellent  traits  of 
character  and  their  principles,  which  find  expression  in  upright  living  and  in  con- 
sideration for  others. 


SAMUEL  CARVEL  TERRY. 
Samuel  Carvel  Terry,  who  is  now  living  in  Monroe,  is  the  owner  of  valuable  land, 


having  extensive  holdings  in  Platte  and  Merrick  counties, 
farm  in  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  September  13,  1853,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
(Cone)  Terry.  The  father's  birth  occurred  in  the  same  county  in  1809  and  there  he 
passed  away  in  1878.  Through  the  years  of  his  active  business  career  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  in  woolen  manufacturing.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1817, 
survived  him  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  passing  away  in  1906. 

Samuel  C.  Terry  had  such  educational  advantages  as  the  district  schools  of  his 
home  locality  afforded  at  that  period.  He  remained  upon  his  father's  farm  until 
seventeen  years  of  age  and  then  began  working  in  his  father's  woolen  factory,  de- 
voting two  years  to  the  tasks  of  a  cloth  finisher.  Later  he  returned  to  the  farm, 
upon  which  he  continued  to  reside  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
period  he  spent  three  months  as  an  employe  in  a  sheet  iron  rolling  mill.  The  suc- 
ceeding two  years  were  passed  in  the  further  cultivation  of  his  father's  farm  and  in 
1877  he  made  his  way  to  the  middle  west,  locating  in  Harrison  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  remained  for  three  months.  He  afterward  spent  a  brief  period  in  Platte  county, 
Nebraska,  and  in  March,  1878,  he  took  up  his  abode  on  section  4,  township  18,  range 
3,  where  he  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land  and  also  secured  eighty  acres  as  a 
tree  claim  and  eighty  acres  of  railroad  land.  In  1891  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  acres  adjoining  Monroe  and  still  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
of  that  tract,  while  he  later  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  additional. 
He  likewise  has  four  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Merrick  county  and  is  thus  one 
of  the  extensive  landowners  of  his  locality,  deriving  from  his  property  a  very  grati- 
fying annual  income.  For  a  long  period  he  successfully  carried  on  farming,  but  at 
length,  having  acquired  a  competence,  he  put  aside  business  cares  and  took  up  his 
abode  in  Monroe. 

On  the  2'2(1  of  I'ebruary.  1879,  Mr.  Terry  wedded  Miss  jNIary  Wiley,  wlio  died 
April  6,  1890,  leaving  three  children:  Charles  T.  and  Clarence  R.,  who  are  graduates 
of  the  Monroe  high  school  and  of  the  Fremont  Business  College  and  are  now  engaged 
in  farming;  and  Albinus,  deceased.  On  the  16th  of  July,  1891,  Mr.  Terry  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  (Dack)  Hall.  They  have 
become  the  parents  of  five  children:  John  Edward  and  Raymond  Carroll,  who  are 
graduates  of  the  agricultural  department  of  the  State  University;  and  Viola  Mar- 
garet, Ellen  Jane  and  Morris  Edward,  all  attending  the  local  school. 

Mr.  Terry  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp  of  Monroe,  of  which  he  is  a 
trustee.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party  and  he  is  now 
president  of  the  Monroe  school  board,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  twenty-one 
years.     During  his  long  residence  in  the  county  he  has  gained  a  wide  acquaintance 
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and  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  Monroe  and  throughout  the  surrounding  country. 
He  is  a  progressive,  enterprising  farmer  and  the  integTitj^  as  well  as  the  enterprise 
of  his  business  methods  commend  him  to  the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  all. 


GUSTAVUS  G.  BECHER. 

Gustavus  G.  Becher,  living  retired  at  Columbus,  is  well  known  in  the  city 
because  of  his  previous  activity  in  the  real-estate  field  and  in  political  and  military 
circles.  He  has  made  his  life  an  asset  in  the  development  of  Platte  county  and  is 
one  of  its  oldest  and  most  honored  residents.  His  birth  occurred  at  Pilsen,  Bohemia, 
August  11,  1844,  his  parents  being  Gustav  and  Josephine  Becher.  The  father  was 
born  in  Carlsbad,  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1844.  After  becom- 
ing convinced  that  he  would  have  opportunity  to  provide  for  his  family  in  the  new 
world  he  sent  for  them  and  in  1847  was  joined  by  his  wife,  with  their  four  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons,  at  St.  Louis.  While  residing  in  that  city  the  mother  passed 
away  and  in  1856  the  father  came  to  Nebraska,  establishing  his  home  in  Platte 
county. 

Two  years  later  Gustavus  G.  Becher  of  this  review  joined  his  father  in  Platte 
county  and  attended  school  to  a  limited  extent,  but  his  textbooks  were  put  aside 
when  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  from  that  time  forward  he  depended 
upon  his  own  resources.  He  had  an  older  brother  in  Columbus  who  owned  a  general 
store  and  Gustavus  G.  Becher  was  employed  in  that  establishment  for  several  years. 
He  afterward  spent  eight  years  in  a  hardware  store  in  Omaha,  where  he  began 
working  at  a  salary  of  ten  dollars  per  month.  That  he  was  industrious,  capable 
and  loyal  and  that  his  employers  appreciated  his  ability  is  indicated  in  the  fact 
that  when  he  left  the  company  he  was  receiving  a  salary  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  per  month. 

Upon  his  return  to  Columbus  Mr.  Becher  entered  the  government  service,  becom- 
ing a  lieutenant  in  the  Pawnee  Scouts,  with  which  he  served  for  four  seasons 
through  the  summer  and  fall  months.  He  was  captain  of  his  company  for  one 
year.  He  has  done  important  service  in  public  connections.  In  1870  he  took 
the  census  of  Platte  and  ^Madison  counties  for  the  United  States  government,  and 
ten  years  Later,  or  in  1880,  he  took  the  United  States  census  for  Columbus  township. 
He  has  fill,  il  tin  offiee  of  assessor  of  Platte  county  and  for  two  terms,  or  four 
years,  w.is  ((unity  treasurer.  He  also  served  for  one  term  in  the  state  legislature, 
and  in  that  position  as  in  the  others  that  he  had  filled  he  proved  most  loyal  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  community,  putting  forth  effective  eifort  toward  advancing 
the  general  good.  In  his  business  career  he  also  became  well  known.  In  1870  he 
entered  the  real-estate  and  insurance  field  and  for  twenty-six  years  was  treasurer 
of  the  Columbus  Land,  Loan  &  Building  Association,  from  which  position  he  retired 
in  1912,  turning  over  his  private  business  to  Gus  G.  Becher,  Jr.  He  was  accounted 
throughout  the  entire  period  as  one  of  the  foremost  real-estate  men  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  activity  and  enterprise  characterized  him  in  all  of  his  dealings,  while  his 
thorough  reliability  won  for  him  the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  all. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1869,  in  Bon  Homme,  South  Dakota,  Gustavus  G. 
Becher  was  married  to  Miss  LeAnna  Bradford,  who  died  February  21,   1913,  and 
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was  buritd  at  Columbus.  Tluy  lost  tlioir  first  born.  .Maud,  at  the  age  of  eleven 
months,  .md  a  daughter,  Blanch  B.,  who  died  in  1880  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Their 
otlier  children  are:  Jesse  B.,  now  a  resident  of  Duluth,  Minnesota;  Lora  Ann,  the 
wife  of  Clarendon  E.  Adams,  Jr.,  of  Los  Angeles.  California;  and  Gustavus  G.  Jr. 
The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  church,  to  which  they 
faithfully  adhere. 

iMr.  Bccher  was  formerly  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  but  has  demitted  from  both.  He  still  holds  membership  with  t!ie  Masonic 
fraternity,  however,  having  taken  the  degrees  of  the  Knights  Templar  and  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  His  political  allegiance  has  always  been  given  to  the  republican 
party,  and  he  is  a  firm  believer  in  its  principles.  His  life  has  been  directed  by  a 
higii  and  honorable  purpose,  and  he  has  endeavored  to  bring  into  practical  force 
tile  ideals  wliich  he  has  cherished. 


IRA   E.   GATES. 

Ira  E.  Gates,  an  energetic  and  prosperous  farmer  residing  on  section  21,  Colum- 
bus township,  is  specializing  in  the  raising  of  high  grade  shorthorn  cattle.  He  was 
born  in  Hartford,  New  York,  in  1865,  a  son  of  Isaac  D.  and  Luna  B.  Gates,  both 
natives  of  the  Empire  state.  In  1881  the  family  migrated  westward  and  located  in 
Colfax  county,  Nebraska,  where  the  father  carried  on  general  farming  until  his 
demise.     The  mother  is  also  deceased. 

Ira  E.  Gates  remained  with  his  parents  as  long  as  they  lived  and  was  of  great 
assistance  to  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  place.  He  has  continued  to 
follow  agricultural  pursuits  and  since  1891  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm  in 
Columbus  township,  which  comprises  two  hundred  acres  of  fertile  land.  He  also 
owns  four  hundred  acres  in  Colfax  county  and  gives  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
raising  graded  shorthorn  cattle,  deriving  a  good  income  from  the  sale  of  his  stock. 

Mr.  Gates  was  married  to  INIiss  Delilah  Davis,  a  native  of  Columbus,  and  they 
have  five  children,  Clarence,  Henry,  Helen,  Charles  and  Roy.  Mr.  Gates  votes  for 
the  candidates  and  measures  of  the  republican  party  but  has  confined  his  political 
activity  to  the  exercise  of  his  right  of  franchise.  He  is  a  successful  farmer  and 
stockraiser,  a  public-spirited  citizen  and  a  man  of  unquestioned  integrity,  and  his 
sterling  worth  has  gained  him  the  warm  regard  of  all  who  have  come  into  contact 
with  him. 


JACOB    LOUIS. 

On  the  list  of  Platte  countv's  honored  dead  appears  the  name  of  Jacob  Louis, 
who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  state  and  contributed  in  large 
measure  to  the  early  development  and  later  progress  of  the  county.  His  life  record 
spanned  the  years  between  1832  and  1909.  He  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
and  when  a  young  man  came  to  the  United  States,  making  his  way  to  Ohio.     He 
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worked  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  vicinity  of  Cincinnati  for  a  time  and  afterward  jour- 
neyed by  rail  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  from  which  point  he  made  his  way  on  foot  to 
Columbus,  Nebraska.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival  the  government  survey  had  not  been 
made,  although  the  town  had  been  laid  out.  However,  it  was  a  most  tiny  hamlet 
and  there  was  little  indication  of  what  the  future  would  bring  to  Platte  county  in 
the  way  of  development,  progress  and  prosperity.  There  were  no  homestead  laws 
in  effect  at  that  time  and  all  around  was  the  vi-ild,  undeveloped  prairie  oftering  good 
inducements  to  the  hardy  frontier  settlers,  and  yet  there  were  involved  many  difficul- 
ties and  obstacles  in  the  way  of  development.  The  land  was  covered  with  the  native 
grasses  through  the  summer  seasons  and  was  hidden  by  a  dazzling  and  unbroken 
sheet  of  snow  in  the  winter  months. 

Jacob  Louis  purchased  government  land  on  sections  20  and  29,  Columbus  town- 
ship, at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre,  securing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He 
built  thereon  a  log  cabin  and  began  farming,  breaking  the  sod  and  cultivating  his 
fields  with  ox  teams.  It  was  a  difficult  task  to  turn  the  first  furrow  and  get  the  land 
in  condition  for  cultivation,  but  Mr.  Louis  persevered  in  his  work  and  soon  wrought 
a  marked  change  in  the  appearance  of  his  place.  After  five  years  he  returned  to  Ohio, 
spending  a  short  time  there,  but  again  came  to  Columbus  and  continued  to  reside 
in  Platte  county  until  his  death.  His  attention  was  given  to  general  farming  and  he 
became  the  owner  of  over  five  hundred  acres  of  good  land,  which  he  brought  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  his  fields  becoming  very  productive  and  yielding  golden 
harvests  annually. 

Mr.  Louis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Katherine  Engle,  who  was  born  in 
Hessen,  Germany,  in  1842.  They  long  traveled  life's  journey  together,  being  sepa- 
rated by  the  hand  of  death  when,  in  1909,  Mr.  Louis  passed  away,  his  wife  surviving 
him  for  five  years,  dying  in  1914.  In  their  death  the  county  lost  two  of  its  well 
known  pioneer  settlers  who  had  lived  in  the  county  before  there  were  churches  or 
schools  or  roads  and  who  had  seen  much  of  the  later  development,  bringing  the  county 
to  its  present  prosperous  condition. 


AUSTIN  MORRICE  BENNETT. 

Austin  Morrice  Bennett  is  manager  of  a  lumberyard  at  Monroe,  in  which  con- 
nection he  is  directing  the  interests  of  a  good  business,  which  under  his  management 
is  steadily  increasing.  He  is  yet  a  young  man  but  has  already  made  for  himself  a 
creditable  place  in  business  circles.  His  birth  occurred  in  Benton  county,  Arkansas, 
October  2,  1881,  his  parents  being  Jonathan  and  Mary  A.  (Pierce)  Bennett,  who 
now  reside  upon  a  farm  in  Caldwell  county,  Missouri.  Austin  M.  Bennett  acquired 
a  good  common-sohool  education  and  then  spent  three  and  a  half  years  as  a  student 
in  the  Kidder  Institute  at  Kidder,  Missouri,  pursuing  a  business  and  teacher's 
course,  which  he  completed  in  1902.  He  then  went  to  Genoa,  Nebraska,  and  entered 
into  business  relations  with  the  Fox  &  Flaherty  Horse  Company,  which  he  repre- 
sented for  a  year.  He  afterward  spent  three  and  a  half  years  vdth  the  Monroe 
Horse  Company  and  then  returned  to  the  former  firm,  with  which  he  continued  for 
a  year  and  a  half.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  became  a  representative  of 
the  Walworth  &  Sherwood  Lumber  Company  and  since  1915  has  been  manager  of  a 
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lumberyard  at  Monroe,  in  which  connection  he  has  control  of  a  growing  business.  He 
is  always  courteous  and  obliging  to  the  patrons  of  the  company  and  has  at  all  times 
through  his  business  integrity,  energy  and  honesty  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  good- 
will of  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Theresa  L.  Branson,  of  Genoa, 
Nebraska,  and  they  have  one  child,  Francis  M.  Fraternally  Mr.  Bennett  is  con- 
nected with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  with  Genoa  Lodge,  No.  333,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  loyal  to  the  teach- 
ings of  the  craft  and  in  his  life  exemplifies  the  beneficent  spirit  of  these  orders, 
which  are  based  upon  mutual  helpfulness  and  brotherly  kindness.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a  republican  with  independent  tendencies.  He  does  not  feel  bound  to 
follow  party  ties,  but  votes  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment,  which  is  formed 
after  a  thorough  consideration  of  every  phase  of  a  question.  Mr.  Bennett  is  a 
western  man  by  birth,  training  and  preference  and  he  possesses  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise which  has  ever  been  the  dominant  quality  in  the  upbuilding  of  this  section  of 
the  country. 


EDWARD   ARNDT. 


Edward  Arndt,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  on  section  21,  Lost  Creek 
township,  is  the  owner  of  an  excellent  tract  of  land  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  to  the  further  develop- 
ment and  improvement  of  which  he  is  directing  all  of  his  energy.  He  was  born 
October  10,  1875,  in  the  township  where  he  still  resides,  a  son  of  Frederick  William 
and  Henrietta  (Roscnbeldt)  Arndt.  in  «li,.^,-  family  were  four  cliildnn:  William, 
now  a  resident  of  Cohmilms  ;  Ernest.  .-,  tanii.r  „t  (,ran,l  !>rairic  townslnp;  Edward; 
and  Mrs.  Ferdinand  Wachter,  whose  husband  is  farming-  in  Madison  county,  Ne- 
braska. The  father  came  direct  to  Columbus  in  1870.  after  leaving  his  old  home  in 
Brandenburg,  Germany,  and  after  reaching  Platte  comity  purchased  a  homestead 
claim  of  eighty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  four  Iiundrcd  dollars  or  five  dollars  per  acre. 
Later  he  added  another  eighty-acre  tract  for  which  li.  paid  nineteen  dollars  per  acre, 
and  from  time  to  time  he  kept  on  making  pureliasc  s  until  liis  landed  possessions  in 
Lost  Creek,  Shell  Creek  and  Columbus  townships  couiprisrd  seven  hundred  acres. 
The  highest  price  which  he  paid  for  any  of  this  was  seventy-three  dollars  per  acre. 
His  business  affairs  were  carefully  managed  and  industry  and  energy  carried  him 
far  toward  the  goal  of  success.  In  addition  to  his  agricultural  interests  he  engaged 
extensively  in  raising  Poland  China  hogs  and  he  was  also  a  director  of  the  Platte 
County  Bank  of  Platte  Center.  He  held  membership  in  the  German  Lutheran 
church,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee,  and  he  never  neglected  his  public  duties  as  a 
citizen  and  in  every  possible  way  contributed  to  the  material,  intellectual  and  moral 
progress  of  the  community.  He  died  in  A]iril,  1001.  while  his  wife  passed  away  in 
February,  1895,  the  county  losing  two  of  its  valued  citizens  when  they  were  called 
to  their  final  rest. 

Edward  Arndt  was  born  and  reared  on  the  old  homestead  farm  and  there  re- 
mained until  the  death  of  his  father  in  1904,  when  the  estate  was  equally  divided 
among  the   four  children,  he  receiving  as  his  share  the  homestead  property.     His 


576       PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

attention  has  since  been  given  to  its  further  cultivation  and  improvement  and  the 
results  oi  his  labors  are  seen  in  highly  .cultivated  fields  which  annually  produce  ex- 
cellent crops.  He  has  from  twenty  to  forty  acres  planted  to  wheat  each  year,  about 
forty  acres  in  corn  and  forty  acres  in  oats.  He  also  makes  a  specialty  of  raising 
shorthorn  cattle  and  at  the  death  of  his  father  took  his  place  as  a  director  of  the 
Platte  County  Bank.  He  is  likewise  financially  interested  in  the  .Monroe  Inde- 
pendent Telephone  Company. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1904,  Mr.  Arndt  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Matilda 
Petersen,  a  daughter  of  Carsten  Petersen,  Sr.,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  work.  To  them  have  been  born  six  children,  namely:  Herbert;  Raymond 
and  Edmund,  twins;  Walter;  Leona;  and  Reuben. 

Mr.  Arndt  is  independent  in  politics,  considering  the  capability  of  a  candidate 
rather  than  his  party  affiliations.  He  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  church  and  at  all 
times  seeks  the  welf,ire  and  upbuilding  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  cooperat- 
ing heartily  in  many  plans  and  projects  for  the  public  good.  At  the  same  time  he 
is  recognized  as  a  ImsiiKss  man  of  marked  ability,  for  this  has  been  proven  in  his 
capable  control  of  his  farming  and  stock-raising  interests.  As  the  years  have  gone 
by  he  has  studied  the  question  of  productiveness  on  his  farm  and  employs  modern 
methods  to  enhance  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  make  his  business  one  paying  larger 
dividends.  At  the  same  time  he  is  thoroughly  reliable  in  all  his  dealings  and  enjoys 
to  the  full  extent  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
associated. 


JOHN    HELLEBERG. 


Although  one  of  the  more  recent  acquisitions  to  the 
Columbus,  John  Helleberg  has  already  gained  recognition  as  an  architect  and  in 
this  connection  is  doing  a  good  business.  He  is  an  enterprising  young  man  of 
foreign  birth,  the  place  of  his  nativity  being  Thisted,  Denmark,  and  his  natal  day 
November  28,  1890.  His  parents  were  Neils  and  Lena  (Christensen)  Helleberg. 
The  former  passed  away  in  1903,  having  spent  his  entire  life  in  Denmark,  and  the 
mother,  who  survives,  has  also  always  remained  in  that  country.  The  Helleberg 
family  is  an  old  one  in  Denmark,  the  family  records  having  been  kept  for  four 
hundred  years. 

John  Helleberg  pursued  his  literary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Thisted 
and  later  took  a  course  in  architecture  at  The  Technique  in  that  place.  When  a 
youth  of  only  eighteen  years,  realizing  the  larger  possibilities  offered  in  America  as 
compared  with  the  chances  in  the  old  world,  Mr.  Helleberg  set  sail  for  the  United 
States,  arriving  here  in  May,  1909.  He  at  once  made  his  way  to  Grand  Island, 
Nebraska,  where  he  had  friends  living,  and  there  in  1911  he  pursued  a  special  course 
in  a  college.  Subsequently  he  came  to  Columbus  and  later  formed  a  partnership 
with  George  Grabe,  an  architect,  the  business  now  being  conducted  under  the  name 
of  Grabe  &  Helleberg.  Many  of  the  substantial  buildings  of  this  city  stand  as  monu- 
ments to  their  ability  and  enterprise,  their  more  recent  accomplishment  being  the 
handsome  Masonic  Temple,  which  was  completed  in  the  spring  of  1915;  school  build- 
ings at  Cairo,  Cody  and  Schuyler,  and  the  Odd  Fellows  building  at  Polk,  Nebraska. 
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Mr.  Helleberg  gives  his  political  support  to  the  democratic  party,  while  in  re- 
ligious faith  he  is  identified  with  the  English  Lutheran  church.  He  is  yet  a  young 
man  but  has  readily  adapted  himself  to  circumstances  and  has  taken  advantage  of 
opportunities  that  have  been  presented.  If  his  present  success  is  any  criterion  of 
what  the  future  holds  in  store  for  him,  no  doubt  he  will  become  a  prominent  man 
in  building  circles. 


HENRY    HOBBEXSIEFKEN. 

Germany  has  furnished  to  Platte  county  a  large  percentage  of  its  substantial 
citizens,  men  who  have  brought  the  Teutonic  civilization  into  the  west  and  have 
utilized  the  natural  resources  of  the  country  for  the  benefit  of  their  own  fortunes  and 
of  humanity  at  large.  Among  those  who  have  had  their  nativity  in  the  fatherland 
is  Henry  Hobbensiefken,  who  was  born  in  Oldenburg  on  the  20th  of  ]\Iarch,  1865, 
and  is  now  a  substantial  farmer  and  stockman,  living  on  section  26,  Lost  Creek 
township.  His  parents  were  Frederick  and  Sophia  (Buss)  Hobbensiefken,  who 
were  natives  of  Oldenburg  and  of  Friesland  respectively.  The  father  owned  land 
in  Germany,  having  a  large  farm  on  which  he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  stock-raising.  He  also  served  in  the  German  army,  thus  meeting  the  con- 
ditions imposed  by  the  military  laws  of  the  country.  At  length  he  determined  to 
try  his  fortune  in  America  and  in  1881  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Sher- 
man township,  Platte  count}-,  where  he  purchased  land.  He  began  to  improve  his 
property  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  his  labors  soon  wrought  a  marked  trans- 
formation in  the  api)earance  of  the  place.  He  was  of  a  rather  retiring  disposition  but 
was  a  citizen  of  sterling  worth,  recognized  as  a  consistent  member  of  the  German 
Baptist  church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  took  an  active  and  helpful  interest.  He 
died  in  February,  1910,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
in  190i,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

Henry  Hobbensiefken,  their  only  child,  attended  school  in  Germany  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  came  to  America,  after  which  he  attended  the  district  schools 
to  some  extent  in  the  winter  seasons.  He  settled  in  Platte  county  and  worked  as 
a  farm  hand  for  two  years  and  later  was  employed  at  home.  Following  his  marriage 
he  operated  his  father's  farm  for  about  two  years,  after  which  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  and  in  1896  he  purchased  an  additional  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  How- 
ever his  property  was  scattered  and  in  1903  he  sold  out  and  bought  land  in  Lost 
Creek  township.  Step  by  step  he  has  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  is  today  one 
of  the  prosperous  and  representative  farmers  of  his  township,  owning  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  has  lived  on  his  present  home  farm,  known  as  the 
Meadow  Land  Farm,  for  twelve  years  and  here  he  has  highly  cultivated  fields  and 
valuable  stock-raising  interests,  making  a  specialty  of  registered  Percheron  horses, 
registered  shorthorn  cattle  and  Duroc-Jersey  hogs.  He  has  shipped  much  stock 
outside  of  the  state  and  has  won  many  prizes  at  the  Platte  county  fairs.  He  has  ever 
been  a  most  progressive  and  enterprising  business  man  and  has  carried  forward  to 
successful  completion  many  important  undertakings  that  have  proved  of  value  to  the 
community  as  well  as  a  source  of  individual  benefit.  He  is  the  president  of  the 
Farmers    Elevator  Company   of   Platte   Center   and   vice   president   of  the   Farmers 
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Lumber  Comijaiiy  of  that  place,  but  he  spends  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  direct- 
ing the  work  of  the  home  farm,  which  comprises  five  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
rich  and  arable  land.  In  the  midst  of  this  place  he  has  a  fine  modern  residence  and 
everything  about  the  farm  is  indicative  of  his  progressive  spirit.  There  are  splendid 
equipments  and  all  modern  farm  accessories  and  the  place  constitutes  one  of  the 
pleasing  features  of  the  landscape. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1891,  Mr.  Hobbensiefken  was  married  to  Miss  Lena 
Behlen,  who  was  born  in  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Elizabeth 
Behlen,  both  of  whom  are  still  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  their  home  being 
in  Shell  Creek  to^vnship.  After  coming  to  the  United  States  they  resided  for  a 
time  at  FreeiJort,  Illinois,  and  in  1869  removed  to  Platte  county.  Mr.  Behlen  secured 
a  homestead  in  Bismark  township,  broke  the  prairie  with  .ox  teams,  turning  the  first 
furrows  in  his  fields,  and  performed  all  the  arduous  labor  incident  to  the  development 
and  improvement  of  a  new  farm  in  a  pioneer  district.  Subsequently  he  removed 
from  his  original  place  to  Shell  Creek  township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  For  some 
years  he  continued  actively  in  general  farming  but  now  lives  retired  on  the  old  home- 
stead, wliere  he  has  six  hundred  acres  of  productive  land.  His  religious  faith  is 
that  of  the  German  Baptist  church  and  in  its  work  he  has  been  most  active  and 
helpful. 

Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Holihensi.fken  have  become  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Fred  and 
Edward,  who  arc  piDMiiiiL;  iii  agricultural  course  at  Lincoln;  and  Louise,  Henry, 
Emil,  Walter,  EKi,  .  Willi,,,,,,  ,\lvin  and  Edith,  all  at  home.  Mr.  Hobbensiefken  has 
always  been  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  public-school  system.  He  attended  public 
school  in  Sherman  township  and  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  was  made 
a  director  for  school  No,  77,  thus  serving  until  he  removed  to  Lost  Creek  township, 
where  he  was  soon  appointed  a  director  for  district  No.  1 ! ,  to  fill  a  vacancy.  Since 
that  time  he  has  continuously  srrv,  .1  ,,i„l  tli,  .■.■,,,sr  ,,f  ,  .liicalioi,  finds  in  him  a  stal- 
wart champion  whose  lalu.rs  liav,  Imci,  l.ir-n  ,i,i,inii.  <nr.-t,\,>  and  beneficial.  He 
is  guided  in  all  of  his  dcaliu-s  .nid  actnitics  l,y  the  liiglast  sense  of  honor  and  at  all 
times  recognizes  and  meets  his  duties  in  relation  to  public  affairs.  He  belongs  to  the 
German  Baptist  church  at  Platte  Center  and  takes  a  very  active  interest  in  both 
church  and  Sunday-school  work,  serving  at  the  present  time  as  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. His  integrity  is  never  called  into  question  and  his  many  ,(ln,iia!>l(  traits 
of  heart  and  mind  have  endeared  him  to  all  who  know  him.  He  measure  --  u|i  to  high 
standards  of  manhood  and  citizenship  and  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact 
speak  of  him  in  terms  of  the  highest  regard. 


OTTO  MUELLER. 

Otto  Mueller,  who  owns  and  operates  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  excellent 
land  on  section  26,  Grand  Prairie  township,  was  born  on  his  present  farm  on  the 
5th  of  May,  1875.  His  parents,  Fred  and  Julia  (Stickle)  Mueller,  were  both  natives 
of  Germany,  the  former  born  on  the  13th  of  August,  1832,  and  the  latter  on  the 
30th  of  September,  of  that  year.  Not  long  after  his  arrival  in  the  United  States 
the  father  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  for  service  in  the  Civil  war  and  served  for 
three  years.     He  was  in  many  important  engagements  and  received  a  wound  in  the 
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foot.  He  was  married  in  Illinois  and  in  1872  came  to  Platte  county,  taking  up  land 
in  Grand  Prairie  township  on  his  soldier's  warrant.  He  was  an  excellent  farmer  and 
his  personal  qualities  were  such  that  he  gained  many  friends.  He  died  on  the  2d  of 
Septemher,  1890,  but  was  survived  by  his  wife  until  the  18th  of  October,  1893. 
Their  tiiree  children  are  living:  Carl  and  F.  H.,  furtjier  mention  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  and  Otto. 

The  last  named  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  homestead  and  learned  much  con- 
cerning agricultural  work  under  the  instruction  of  his  father.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  common  schools.  Since  reaching  mature  years  he  has  continued  to 
farm  and  now  owns  the  homestead.  The  place,  wliich  comprises  three  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  is  well  improved  and  yields  good  crops  annually.  He  also  raises  stock, 
which  he  finds  profitable. 

On  May  20,  1896,  Mr.  Mueller  married  Miss  Emma  Peterson,  who  died  on  the 
12th  of  August,  1913,  leaving  five  children,  Martha,  Walter,  Adele,  Hugo  and  Emil. 
Mr.  Mueller  subsequently  remarried.  Miss  Dorothea  Bahlbury  becoming  his  wife. 
She  was  born  in  Germany,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Bahlbury,  who  lived 
in  Sherman  township  but  are  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Mueller  is  affiliated  with  tlie  Lutheran  church  and  upholds  all  efiforts  to  pro- 
mote the  moral  life  of  the  comnuinity.  In  politics  he  is  independent  and  has  never 
desired  to  hold  office.  A  native  son  of  Platte  county,  he  has  realized  that  as  good 
opportunities  for  advancement  are  found  here  as  elsewhere,  and  his  well  directed 
labor  has  enabled  him  to  gain  a  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity. 


LAWRENCE  P.  CARSTENSON,  D.  V.  S. 

Dr.  Lawrence  P.  Carstenson,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  veterinary  surgery,  his 
home  being  on  section  23,  Columbus  township,  was  born  near  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wiscon- 
sin, on  the  2d  of  January,  1880,  a  son  of  Anders  and  Marie  Carstenson,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Denmark.  After  coming  to  the  new  world  and  residing  for  a 
time  in  Wisconsin  they  removed  to  Nebraska,  and  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Genoa, 
although  the  father  passed  away  in  1885. 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  1880  that  the  family  home  was  establislied  in  the  northern 
part  of  Platte  county,  and  while  spending  Iiis  youtliful  days  under  the  parental  roof 
Lawrence  P.  Carstenson  pursued  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  also  worked 
upon  the  home  farm.  He  supplemented  his  early  educational  advantages  by  a  course 
in  the  Fremont  Business  College  and  then,  determining  upon  the  practice  of  veteri- 
nary surgery  as  a  life  work,  he  entered  the  Kansas  City  Veterinary  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1907.  He  afterward  located  for  practice 
in  Fremont,  where  he  remained  for  six  months  and  then  went  to  Columbus  where  he 
remained  until  1913,  in  which  year  he  took  up  his  abode  on  section  23,  Columbus 
township,  just  west  of  the  city  of  Columbus,  where  he  is  well  equipped  to  take  care 
of  a  large  veterinary  practice.  His  ability  has  won  him  wide  recognition  and  his 
business  is  steadily  growing. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1908,  Dr.  Carstenson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Grace 
Freligh,  by  whom  he  has  the  following  children,  namely:  Loraine,  Irwin  and  Nadene. 
Dr.  Carstenson  was  less  than  a  year  old  when  brought  to  Platte  county,  so  that  he 
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has  been  practically  a  lifelong  resident  here,  and  that  his  record  has  ever  been  a 
creditable  and  honorable  one  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  many  of  his  stanchest 
friends  are  those  who  have  known  him  from  his  boyhood  days  to  the  present.  In  his 
professional  career  he  is  working  his  way  steadily  upward,  discharging  his  duties 
with  conscientious  fidelity,  while  his  increasing  success  is  indicative  of  the  growing 
confidence  of  the  public  in  his  skill. 


GEORGE  C.  ANDERSON. 

Among  the  capable  and  prosperous  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Woodville 
township  is  George  C.  Anderson,  who  is  residing  on  section  24.  A  native  son  of 
that  township,  he  was  born  on  the  11th  of  October,  1876,  and  is  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  five  children,  whose  parents  were  John  M.  and  Permelia  (Johnson) 
Anderson,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Sweden.  The  father  died  January  1,  1909, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years  but  the  mother  is  still  living  in  St.  Edward,  this  state. 
John  M.  Anderson  was  a  laborer  in  Sweden  but  following  his  removal  to  this  coun- 
try in  the  early  '50s  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  near  Kewanee,  Illinois.  In 
1861  he  gave  incontestable  proof  of  his  loyalty  to  his  adopted  country  by  enlisting 
in  Company  B,  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  held  the  rank  of 
corporal  and  was  at  the  front  for  four  years,  or  until  after  Lee's  surrender.  He 
was  at  all  times  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier,  never  flinching  in  the  performance  of 
duty,  no  matter  how  dangerous  it  might  be.  Following  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
he  returned  to  Kewanee,  Illinois,  and  farmed  there  until  October,  1872,  when  he 
came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  the  journey  requiring  twenty-six  days.  He  home- 
steaded  land  on  section  24,  Woodville  township,  and  for  some  time  the  family  lived 
in  a  sod  house,  but  at  length  he  erected  a  frame  building  which  was  the  second  in 
the  township.  He  was  very  successful  in  his  farming  operations  and  became  tlie 
owner  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  good  land.  He  not  only  gained  financial 
independence  himself  but  also  aided  many  of  his  neighbors  in  getting  a  start.  He 
was  active  in  public  affairs,  manifesting  in  times  of  peace  the  same  spirit  of  patriot- 
ism that  led  him  to  offer  his  life  if  need  be  in  the  defense  of  tlie  Union.  He  was 
highly  esteemed,  and  his  demise  was  deeply  and  widely  regretted. 

George  C.  Anderson  received  his  education  in  district  school  No.  62  and  in  the 
St.  Edward  high  school,  thus  preparing  himself  for  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  later  life.  On  beginning  his  independent  career  he  farmed  rented  land  near 
St.  Edward  and  subsequently  rented  the  homestead  from  his  father.  He  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  home  farm  and  his  place  is  one  of  the 
best  developed  and  most  finely  improved  farms  of  his  locality.  He  raises  some 
grain  but  <ii\<s  i  sjx cial  attention  to  raising  and  feeding  hogs  and  cattle,  which  he 
finds  iiiiiiMiilly  ))i(ililalile.  He  understands  his  business  thoroughly  and  as  he 
manages  liis  .illiirs  will  he  has  gained  a  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity. 

On  June  ,'5,  1907,  Mr.  Anderson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maude  Simp- 
son, a  native  of  Omaha  and  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Lillian  (Bessey)  Simpson. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Norway  but  has  lived  in  the  United  States  for  many  years 
and  now  makes  his  home  with  our  subject  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  The 
mother  passed  away  ]March   3,   1912.      For  a  considerable  time  Mr.   Simpson   con- 
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ducted  a  lirifkyard  in  Omaha  and  later  engaged  in  the  same  business  at  St.  Edward. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  is  widely  known  and 
highly  respected.  He  takes  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  all  forms  of  outdoor  sport 
and  now  has  leisure  to  indulge  his  taste  in  that  direction.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ander- 
son have  five  children:  Merle,  Nina,  George,  Jr.,  Margaret  and  Mary. 

Mr.  Anderson  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  is  recognized  as 
a  leader  in  local  politics.  For  four  years  he  served  as  township  clerk ;  was  a  di- 
rector of  school  district  No.  62,  from  1910  to  1915;  and  in  1910  was  elected  county 
supervisor  from  district  No.  4.  He  has  at  all  times  proved  faithful  to  public  trust 
and  has  discharged  his  duties  with  efficiency.  He  is  recognized  as  a  good  citizen 
and  as  a  man  of  unquestioned  integritv,  and  his  personal  friends  are  many. 


AUGUST  HELLBUSH. 

August  Hellbush,  who  follows  farming  on  section  13,  Grand  Prairie  township, 
belongs  to  that  large  class  of  representative  and  progressive  citizens  that  Oldenburg, 
Germany,  has  furnished  to  Platte  county.  He  was  there  born  August  12,  1855, 
his  parents  being  John  and  Anna  Hellbush.  The  father,  also  a  native  of  Olden- 
burg, was  born  on  the  14th  of  November,  1821,  and  his  death  occurred  August 
12,  1901,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  On  coming  to  the 
United  States,  where  he  believed  tliat  iie  might  find  more  favorable  business  condi- 
tions, he  made  his  way  at  once  to  Platte  county,  arriving  in  the  year  1869.  This  was 
then  a  western  frontier  district  and  much  of  the  land  was  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  government.  He  secured  a  homestead  in  what  is  now  Grand  Prairie  township 
and  his  first  dwelling  was  a  sod  house.  He  passed  through  the  hard  times  of  the 
early  days  when  grasshoppers  devastated  the  crops  and  when  it  was  difficult  to  find 
a  market  for  anything  raised  because  of  the  remoteness  of  the  district  from  any 
cities.  'Sir.  Hellbush  was  forced  to  endure  many  hardships  and  privations  but  in 
course  of  time  these  were  done  away  with  by  energy  and  perseverance  and  he  was 
able  to  add  to  his  possessions  until  he  had  acquired  seven  eighty-acre  tracts  of  land 
and  also  two  timber  claims.  He  not  only  concentrated  his  attention  upon  his  farm 
work  but  also  helped  to  organize  St.  John's  German  Lutheran  churth  on  section  13, 
Grand  Prairie  township,  and  took  an  especial  and  helpful  interest  in  the  moral  wel- 
fare of  the  community. 

August  Hellbush  attended  school  in  Germany  and  was  a  youth  of  fourteen  years 
when  his  parents  left  the  fatherland  and  came  to  the  United  States.  He  then  became 
actively  identified  with  farming  interests  in  Grand  Prairie  township,  within  the 
borders  of  which  he  has  lived  for  forty-five  years,  occupying  his  present  farm  for 
twenty-eight  years.  He  now  has  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  and  is 
bending  his  energies  to  the  further  development  and  improvement  of  the  property, 
on  which  he  annually  raises  good  crops. 

]\Ir.  Hellbush  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Maisenbroch,  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
a  daugliter  of  Birnliard  and  Katrina  Maisenbroch.  The  family  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1885,  at  which  time  their  home  was  established  in  Platte  county. 
Here   the   father   is   engaged   in    farming.      His   religious   faith   is   indicated   by   his 


586   ^    PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

membership  in  the  Lutheran  church.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hellbush  have  a  son  and  daugh- 
ter: Henry,  born  in  1907;  and  Louise,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1910. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hellbush  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  are 
loyal  to  its  teachings.  They  are  worthy  German  citizens  of  the  community  in  which 
they  make  their  home  and  enjoy  the  warm  friendship  and  regard  of  many  people  of 
their  nationality. 


HENRY  HUNTEMANN. 

Henry  Huntemann,  who  has  gained  gratifying  prosperity  as  a  farmer,  is  one  of 
the  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  residents  of  Sherman  township.  A  native  of 
Germany,  his  birth  occurred  on  the  9th  of  January,  18.56.  His  father,  Henry  Hunte- 
mann, having  passed  away  in  Germany,  the  mother  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Robert, 
an  account  of  whom  appears  in  the  sketch  of  Louis  Robert  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Our  subject  attended  school  in  his  native  land,  but  when  a  boy  of  seventeen  accom- 
panied his  mother  and  stepfather  on  their  removal  to  the  new  world.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage  and  then  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  unimproved  land  on  section  2,  Sherman  township.  He  has  not  only  devel- 
oped that  place  and  brought  the  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  but  he  also  owns 
eighty  acres  additional  in  this  county  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Colfax 
county.  His  buildings  are  commodious  and  substantial  and  his  farm  is  well  equipped. 
He  raises  both  grain  and  stock  and  as  the  years  have  passed  his  resources  have  con- 
stantly increased. 

Mr.  Huntemann  married  Miss  Sophia  Luschi,  who  was  born  in  Bismark  town- 
ship on  the  22d  of  May,  1860,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Luschi,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huntemann  have  five  children:  Emil.  who 
is  living  on  his  father's  farm  in  Colfax  county  and  who  married  Miss  Mary  Oldegs ; 
Minnie,  the  wife  of  Adolph  Sanders;  Alma,  who  married  Gerhard  Loseke ;  and 
Elizabeth  and  Henry,  at  home.  Mr.  Huntemann  is  interested  in  public  affairs,  but 
has  never  desired  to  hold  office.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
he  is  a  communicant  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  in  all  relations  of  life  he  has  proven 
honorable  and  considerate  of  the  rights  of  others. 


REV.  ANDREW  RASMUSSEN. 

Rev.  Andrew  Rasmussen  has  contributed  largely  to  the  moral  progress  of  the 
community  during  the  years  of  his  connection  with  the  Lutheran  church  in  this  state. 
He  is  now  living  on  section  13,  Walker  township,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  and  worthy  residents  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Denmark,  May  20, 
1858,  a  son  of  I,ars  .ind  Annie  Rasmussen.  He  is  indebted  to  the  common-school 
system  of  his  native  iiiiiiiti\  ior  the  early  educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed 
and  in  his  yontliful  days  Kaiiud  the  blacksmith's  trade.  In  1875  he  arrived  in  the 
new  world,  being  then  a  youth  of  seventeen  years.  He  made  his  way  first  to  Sheffield, 
Illinois,  where  he  worked  for  two  years  at  farm  labor  and  in  a  blacksmith  shop.     He 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY  5b7 

then  went  to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  where  iie  attended  school  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1878,  until  Christmas  of  1882,  pursuing  a  course  of  study  in  the  Augsburg 
Seminary  in  preparation  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  to  which  he  had  determined 
to  devote  his  life. 

After  leaving  school  he  was  ordained  as  a  iniiiistir  iil  the  Lutheran  church  and 
accepted  his  first  pastorate  in  Howard  county.  N  rlnask.i,  wliere  he  remained  from 
the  1st  of  January,  1883,  until  tlie  1st  of  Oct.ihn-.  I.S.Sk  At  the  latter  date  he  went 
to  Hastings.  Nebraska,  where  he  engaged  in  preaching  until  the  1st  of  April,  1886. 
The  succeeding  four  years  were  spent  as  a  minister  at  Council  Bluffs  and  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1890,  he  went  to  Olga,  Nebraska,  where  he  remained  until  the  1st  of 
October,  1891.  At  that  date  he  accepted  a  call  from  the  church  at  Racine,  Wis- 
consin, where  he  continued  until  July  1.  189,1.  and  returning  to  enter  again  upon 
tlie  work  of  the  ministry  in  Nebraska,  he  took  charge  of  the  church  at  Blair,  where 
he  continued  until  October  1.  1901.  He  spent  ten  months  at  Latimer,  Iowa,  and 
on  the  1st  of  August,  1902.  went  to  McNabb,  Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  preach- 
ing for  more  than  eight  years  or  until  December,  1910.  At  that  date  he  returned 
to  Nebraska  and  lias  since  been  a  resident  of  Platte  county,  making  his  home  on 
section  13.  Walker  township.  His  life  work  has  been  fraught  with  excellent  results. 
He  has  carefully  studied  the  best  methods  of  reaching  the  people  of  his  congrega- 
tions and  his  earnest,  thouglittul  ;iii(i  ennvineing  utterances  have  borne  rich  fruit  in 
tlie  lives  of  those  with  whom   li.    his  ,  ,mih    in  contact. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  issj.  tlh  iirv.  Rasmussen  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Amalia  Rasmussen,  by  wiiom  he  has  six  children,  namely:  Theodora,  a  resident  of 
Latimer,  Iowa;  Victor,  who  makes  his  home  in  Blair,  Nebraska;  Christian;  Emanuel, 
living  in  Walker  townsliip;  Esther;  and  Naomi. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Rasmussen  is  an  independent  repuhlican.  He  keeps 
well  informed  on  the  questions  of  the  day.  believing  tliat  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  so  to  do.  He  lias  never  allowed  anything,  liowever.  to  interfere  witli'  his  church 
work  and  in  his  labors  he  has  not  been  denied  tlie  full  liarvest  nor  the  aftermath,  his 
teaching  and  his  influence  proving  an  effective  force  in  uplifting  many  who  have 
sat  under  liis  preaching. 


HERMANN  L.  KUNNEMANN. 

Hermann  L.  Kunnemann,  a  prosperous  agriculturist  residing  on  section  12,  Shell 
Creek  township,  has  lived  in  this  county  for  forty-six  years,  devoting  his  attention 
to  general  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  entire  business  career.  He  now  owns 
three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land  in  Shell  Creek  township 
and  another  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Grand  Prairie  township. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  on  the  21st  of  July,  1859,  his  parents 
being  Henry  and  Katie  (Ehlers)  Kunnemann,  also  natives  of  that  country.  In  1869 
they  determined  to  come  to  the  new  world,  leaving  the  fatherland  on  the  25th  of 
July  of  that  year.  At  the  end  of  eighteen  days  on  the  ocean  they  landed  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  and  thence  came  by  rail  to  Columbus,  reaching  that  city  after  a  five  days' 
journey  by  train,  or  on  the  25th  of  August.     Henry  Kunnemann  took  up  a  home- 
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stead  claim  of  eighty  acres  in  Shell  Creek  township  and  erected  thereon  a  sod  house, 
eight  b_v  twelve,  in  which  the  family  lived  for  four  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  built  a  log  liouse  of  the  dimensions  of  twelve  by  fourteen  feet,  which  was 
the  home  of  the  family  for  eighteen  years.  Mr.  Kunnemann  died  on  this  farm  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  ten  months  and  eight  days,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  nine  months  and  twenty-seven  days.  They 
were  consistent  and  faithful  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  were  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed  for  their  many  good  qualities.  To  them  were  born  six  children, 
five  dauglitcrs  and  a  son,  three  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Sophia,  the  wife  of  William 
Hoefelni.iiin.  living  in  Grand  Prairie  township;  Gesine,  the  wife  of  Henry  Luers,  a 
resident  of  Columbus;  and  Hermann  L.,  of  this  review. 

The  last  named  was  a  youth  of  ten  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  emigration  to  the  United  States  and  well  remembers  the  details  of  the  voyage. 
He  has  always  remained  on  the  home  farm  in  this  county  and  early  became  familiar 
with  the  work  of  the  fields,  for  he  was  the  only  son  in  his  father's  family  and  his 
assistance  was  needed  in  the  operation  of  the  homestead.  He  helped  his  father 
accumulate  two  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  and  eventually  came  into  possession 
of  the  old  homestead  farm.  His  landed  holdings  now  embrace  three  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Shell  Creek  township  and  a  quarter  section  in  Grand  Prairie  town- 
ship. The  property  is  highly  cultivated  and  equipped  with  all  modern  conveniences 
and  accessories,  including  the  latest  machinery  to  facilitate  the  work  in  all  depart- 
ments. Bountiful  harvests  are  annually  gathered  and  these  find  a  ready  sale  on 
the  market. 

On  October  ■■25.  1880.  Mr.  Kuniumann  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna 
Gesine  Wciehmann,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1858,  her  parents 
being  Henry  and  Katie  (."^clnitti)  \\'(ichmann.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  now  have 
four  daughters  and  three  sons,  n.inuly:  Gustav  H. ;  Walter  H.,  who  was  married 
in  1914  to  Annie  Haka  .ind  is  new  farming  in  Grand  Prairie  township;  Hermann 
G.;  Gesine  A.,  the  wife  of  John  F.  Meyer,  a  farmer  of  Bismark  township;  Adelia 
E.;  Olga  M.;  and  Annie  P. 

Mr.  Kunnemann  formerly  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy,  but  has 
recently  become  an  advocate  of  republican  principles,  not  being  in  sympathy  with 
the  course  of  the  present  administration.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his 
membership  in  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which  his  wife  and  children  also  belong.  He 
is  a  shrewd,  well  informed  man,  possesses  a  remarkably  retentive  memory  and  is  a 
fluent  and  pleasing  conversationalist.  Many  of  his  warmest  friends  are  those  who 
have  known  him  from  his  boyhood  to  the  present  time — a  fact  which  indicates  that 
his  life  has  been  well  spent  and  that  his  strongest  qualities  are  those  which  win  him 
resjieet  and  confidence. 


ALVIN  GERHARD  LUESCHEN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Alvin  Gerhard  Lueschcn  is  a  well  known  and  successful  young  representa- 
tive of  the  medical  profession  in  Columbus.  His  birth  occurred  on  a  farm  in  this 
county  on  the  12th  of  October,  1880,  his  parents  being  Gerhard  G.  and  Margaret 
(Kuhlraann)    Lueschen,    who    were    married    in    Wisconsin.      The    father,    born    in 
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1840,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1859,  locating  first  in  Wis- 
consin, while  several  years  later  he  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  has 
since  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  here.  His  wife  also  still  survives  and 
botii  are  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  in  their  home  community. 

Alvin  G.  Lueschen  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  rural  schools  of  tiiis 
county  and  subsequently  .ittnulrd  the  State  Normal  School  at  Nebraska  City, 
while  later  he  took  up  tin  study  of  medicine  in  the  Creighton  Medical  College  of 
Omaha  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1904.  He  then  located  in 
Columbus  for  general  practice  and  in  1908  went  to  Bakersfield,  California,  where 
he  remained  until  1914.  In  that  year  he  returned  to  Columbus  and  is  here  engaged 
in  general  practice  to  some  extent  but  specializes  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the 
eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.  He  now  enjoys  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  which  is 
steadily  growing  as  he  demonstrates  his  skill  and  abilitv  in  the  field  of  his  chosen 
calling. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1908,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Dr.  Luesclien  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Gertrude  Elias,  a  daughter  of  Charles  F.  Elias.  To  them 
li.'ive  been  born  two  children,  Alvin  Gerald  and  Willamette   Marguerite. 

The  Doctor  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  is  now  ably  serving  in  the  capacity 
of  city  physician.  Fraternally  he  is  known  as  a  York  and  Scottish  Rite  Mason  and 
also  belongs  to  the  Mystic  Shrine,  while  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran 
church.  He  is  popular  in  both  professional  and  social  circles,  for  his  salient  char- 
acteristics are  such  as  command  regard  and  esteem. 


JOHN  PETER  ANDERSON. 

John  Peter  Anderson,  whose  well  improved  farm  in  Walker  township  is  known 
as  Fairview  Farm,  also  has  a  number  of  other  business  interests  and  is  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  his  township.  He  was  born  at  Kronoberg,  Sweden,  January  11, 
1861,  of  the  marriage  of  Andrew  and  Anna  (Peterson)  Anderson:  He  was  the  second 
cliild  and  the  only  son  in  a  family  of  four  children  and  all  of  the  children  and  tlie 
father  emigrated  to  America  and  located  in  De  Kalb  county.  Illiiicis.  folLnvinn;  the 
demise  of  the  mother,  which  occurred  in  Sweden.     The  fatlirr  pass,  , I  away  in    1,S79. 

J.  P.  Anderson  attended  the  common  schools  in  his  native  land  and  following 
his  arrival  in  De  Kail)  cnunty  worki d  on  farms  for  six  years  and  later  was  employed 
in  Dr  Kalb  City  for  tun  y, -ns.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  or  in  1887,  upon  the 
suggestion  of  his  employer,  who  took  a  sincere  interest  in  his  welfare,  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  railroad  land  in  Walker  townslii]).  Pl.itti  lomity.  Nebraska, 
paying  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre.  In  tlii  sprint;  ot  that  year  he 
removed  to  his  farm,  which  is  on  section  19,  and  has  since  lived  there  continuously. 
In  1910  he  bought  a  quarter  section  on  section  20,  opposite  his  home  place,  and  he 
is  now  cultivating  the  entire  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  When  he  bought  his 
first  quarter  section  there  were  only  a  few  acres  broken  on  the  place  and  there  were 
no  improvements  at  all.  He  now  has  a  commodious  and  substantial  residence,  good 
barns  and  outbuildings,  and  the  place  is  always  well  kept.  The  success  which  he 
has  gained  has  been  acquired  by  hard  work  and  careful  management  and  he  deserves  - 
recognition  as  an  efficient  and  progressive  farmer.     He  formerly  raised  Poland  China 
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hogs  but  for  a  number  of  years  past  has  raised  Duroc-Jerseys.  He  also  breeds 
Aberdeen  Angus  cattle  and  Buff  Orpington  chiekens  and  finds  those  interests 
jiroritalih.  Ilr  owns  stock  in  the  Farmers  Union  store  of  Newman  Grove,  the 
M(innn  hid.  prudent  Telephone  Company  and  the  Scandia  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, of  wliiiii  he  served  as  director  for  eight  years. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  on  the  28th  of  April,  1888,  to  Miss  Emily  J.  Olson, 
a  daughter  of  John  Olson,  who  was  an  old  settler  of  Walker  township.  Five  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union.  Elmer  L.,  who  does  much  of  the  actual  work  of 
operatiun'  liis  l.itlicr's  i.inn  and  will  assume  entire  charge  of  it  when  the  latter  retires, 
is  an  mil  rprisiiij^'  unl  ))rogressive  young  farmer,  keeping  in  touch  with  the  latest 
develoiinu  Ills  in  scii  iitific  agriculture.  Bertha  has  taught  district  school  No.  61  for 
the  past  three  years  and  is  meeting  with  gratifying  success  in  her  chosen  profession. 
Earl  Albert  died  in  191  i,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Delia  Mae  is  attending  school, 
and  one  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Anderson  is  a  republican  and  has  been  active  in  local  politics  since  his 
arrival  in  Walker  township.  For  seven  years  he  served  as  road  supervisor  and  he 
is  now  filling  the  office  ot  township  clerk,  which  he  has  held  altogether  for  twelve 
years,  although  his  terms  have  not  all  been  consecutive.  He  has  been  school  director 
of  district  No.  61,  for  twelve  years,  while  for  nine  years  he  served  as  moderator. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Salem  Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  has  served  as 
trustee  for  the  past  twelve  years.  No  project  for  the  moral  advancement  of  his 
comnnniity  lacks  his  cooperation  and  he  is  also  heartily  in  sympathy  with  efforts  to 
advance  the  material  interests  of  his  township  and  county.  He  has  a  wide  acquaint- 
ance and  his  salient  characteristics  are  such  that  all  who  have  been  brought  into 
contact  with  him  respect  him  highly. 


JOHN   H.  PARKER. 


John  H.  Parker,  a  well  known  contractor  of  Columbus,  was  born  at  Keying- 
ham,  England,  February  3,  1862,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Finch)  Parker. 
The  father  was  born  at  Gressenhall,  in  Norfolk,  England,  famous  as  the  place  at 
which  worsted  was  first  manufactured  in  that  country.  The  mother  was  born  at 
Brisley,  a  village  a  few  miles  to  the  north  of  Gressenhall.  She  was  connected 
with  the  aristocracy,  while  Mr.  Parker  is  of  the  family  to  which  belonged  Admiral 
Parker,  who  prudently  ignored  the  signal  for  the  English  troops  to  retire  given 
him  by  Nelson  and  thus  saved  the  day.  Samuel  Parker  was  the  eldest  of  four 
children  and  was  but  six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death.  This  was 
before  the  days  of  the  compulsory  school  law,  and  at  an  age  when  most  boys  would 
be  giving  their  attention  to  study,  he  was  earning  his  own  living  and  also  con- 
tributing to  the  support  of  the  family.  In  185i  he  removed  to  Sunk  Island,  where 
he  worked  and  met  with  a  fair  measure  of  prosperity  until  February  2,  1 858,  when 
he  returned  to  his  native  county  and  was  married  at  Brisley  Church  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Finch.  They  began  their  domestic  life  at  Roos  and  afterward  removed  to 
Keyingham,  while  later  they  lived  for  ten  months  at  Hull.  Mr.  Parker  purchased 
a  plot  of  ground  at  Halsham  village  and  erected  thereon  a  comfortable  home,  after 
which  he  continued  in  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder.     He  has  been  a  mem- 
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her  of  the  Foresters'  Friendly  Society  for  about  sixty-five  years.  A  most  important 
event  in  his  life  was  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  marriage, 
whicli  was  made  the  occasion  of  rejoicing  throughout  the  village  of  Halsham.  He 
Is  still  living  but  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1830,  passed  away  in  1911.  In  their 
family  were  eight  children,  seventeen  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren. 

John  H.  Parker,  who  returned  to  his  native  country  to  aid  in  celebrating  the 
golden  wedding  of  his  parents,  attended  school  in  his  native  town  to  the  age  of 
nine  years,  after  which  he  began  working  with  his  father  and  learned  the  brick 
mason's  trade.  As  the  clock  was  striking  tMclvr  on  Cliristinas  morning  of  1882  he 
landed  at  Halifax,  after  which  he  made  his  way  to  Detroit.  Michigan,  working  at 
his  trade  there  and  in  the  upper  peninsula  of  Miciiigan  until  188i,  when  he  returned 
to  England.  He  only  remained  for  a  short  time,  however,  after  which  he  again 
came  to  the  United  States  and  was  employed  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  Chattanooga, 
Tennessee,  and  at  other  points  until  June,  1886.  He  then  made  his  way  westward 
to  Omaha,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  also  engaged  in  contracting  until  1894. 
In  1892  he  was  president  of  the  Bricklayers'  Union  and  was  instrumental  in  arbi- 
trating a  strike.  In  1888  he  built  a  schoolhouse  at  Albion,  Nebraska,  and  on  the 
1st  of  August,  1894,  he  removed  to  that  town,  where  he  afterward  built  three 
schoolhouses,  including  the  high-school  building,  which  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
fifty-five  thousand  dollars.  He  also  served  as  city  engineer  of  Albion  in  1897.  He 
remained  in  active  business  with  his  brother  at  Albion  until  1910  and  then  removed 
to  Columbus. 

Before  taking  up  his  abode  in  this  city,  however,  he  had  been  engaged  on  the 
construction  of  some  of  the  best  buildings  of  the  town.  He  took  the  contract  for 
the  brick  and  stone  work  on  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  building,  the 
German  National  Bank,  the  F.vaiis  IIoUl.  the  Galley  Dry  Goods  Company's  build- 
ing, the  building  of  the  Fontc  c  ii  Piano  Company  and  the  Recce  Shoe  Company. 
He  also  erected  the  addition  to  t!iu  M(  ridian  Hotel  and  the  residences  of  Charles 
Carrig,  Dr.  Evans  and  A.  C.  Anderson.  He  took  the  contract  for  the  erection  of 
the  W.  L.  Poesch  building,  the  Henry  Gass  building  and  the  additions  to  St.  Fran- 
cis Academy  and  to  the  hospital.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Columbus  since  August, 
1910,  and  on  all  sides  are  seen  the  evidences  of  his  handiwork,  manifesting  the 
high  degree  of  skill  which  he  has  attained.  In  Albion  he  erected  a  church  for 
sixty-five  thousand  dollars  and  also  one  of  the  fine  bank  buildings  of  the  place,  and 
he  built  the  Church  of  the  Visitation  at  Cir,,-!,  y.  Wl.r.iska. 

In  February,  1889,  Mr.  Parker  was  nnit.d  in  niarriai;,-  to  Miss  Clara  J.  Giles, 
a  native  of  England,  who  passed  away  in  the  i'ollov,  ini;  April.  For  his  second  wife 
he  chose  Miss  Mary  J.  Roberts,  a  native  of  Manchest.r.  Kn-l.uul.  and  a  daughter 
of  James  W.  and  Anna  (Hargreave)  Roijcrts.  The  fatiin-.  ,  n-ai;,.,l  in  business  as 
a  general  contractor,  conducted  a  lumberyard  and  briek  unll  in  Lancaster  imtil  the 
time  of  his  emigration  to  the  United  States  in  1880,  when  he  made  his  way  direct 
to  Albion,  Nebraska.  He  became  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land  near  the  town  and  erected  a  number  of  business  buildings  and  residences  in 
Albion,  where  his  demise  occurred  in  1892.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  are  the  parents 
of  three  children,  as  follows:  Clara  R.,  who  is  a  nurse  in  the  West  Suburban 
Hospital  of  Chicago;  Rose  Amy;  and  Evelyn,  who  has  manifested  pronounced 
ability  in  music  and  drawing. 

Mr.  Parker  is  an  Episcopalian  and  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
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church  in  Albion  as  lie  has  done  in  Columbus,  contributing  generously  to  its  sup- 
port and  doing  all  in  his  power  to  further  its  growth  and  extend  its  influence.  He 
is  a  democrat  in  politics  but  has  no  political  aspiration.  He  belongs  to  the  ^Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  but  prefers  outside  of  business  to  concentrate  his  energies 
on  those  plans  and  movements  which  seek  the  moral  progress  of  the  community  and 
he  is  therefore  active  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  of  which  he  is 
now  a  director.  He  may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man,  for  since  the  age  of 
nine  years  he  has  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources  and,  working  his  way 
upward,  has  wisely  used  his  time,  talents  and  opportunities,  proving  that  lionor- 
able  and  intelligently  directed  industry  will  always  \ 


FREDERICK  BEHLEX. 

The  term  agricultural  activity  finds  expression  in  the  life  record  of  Frederick 
Behlen,  who  lives  on  section  1,  Shell  Creek  township.  A  native  of  Germany,  he 
was  born  in  Oldenburg,  March  4,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Anna  (From) 
Behlen,  who  were  also  natives  of  Oldenburg.  The  father  carried  on  farming  on  a 
small  scale  and  guided  his  life  according  to  the  teachings  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
in  which  faith  he  died  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  Platte  county  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Frederick  Behlen  attended  school  in  Germany  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when 
he  started  out  to  earn  his  living  as  a  farm  hand.  In  1867  he  came  with  his  mother 
and  brother  to  the  new  world,  settling  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
upon  a  farm  for  two  years.  In  March,  1869,  he  arrived  in  Platte  county  and  home- 
steaded  eighty  acres  in  Bismark  township,  at  which  period  there  were  few  settlers 
within  the  borders  of  the  township  and  pioneer  conditions  everywhere  existed. 
Arduous  work  confronted  him,  for  the  land  was  entirely  destitute  of  improvements, 
not  a  furrow  having  been  turned  upon  it.  He  lived  in  a  dugout  and  began  his  farm 
work  with  oxen.  The  days  passed  in  hard  and  nnremitting-  labor,  but  the  faithful 
performance  of  each  day's  task  gave  him  strength  and  courage  for  the  labors  of  the 
succeeding  day.  After  two  years  he  sold  his  original  farm  and  bought 
land  in  Shell  Creek  township.  It  was  difficult  to  find  the  section  lines  for  there 
were  no  landmarks  to  indicate  them.  There  were  no  houses,  all  was  open  prairie 
and  it  seemed  hardly  possible  that,  within  the  lifetime  of  one  man,  this  district  would 
become  a  populous  and  prosperous  region.  Mr.  15ehlen  purchased  railroad  land  at 
five  dollars  per  acre,  set  out  trees  upon  the  farm,  made  other  substantial  improve- 
ments and  as  the  years  have  passed  has  added  to  his  property  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  six  hundred  acres.  He  was  busily  engaged  in  the  development  and  further 
work  of  the  farm  until  a  recent  date,  when  he  retired  from  the  active  work  of  the 
fields.  He  still  occupies  the  old  homestead,  however,  on  which  he  has  erected  a  com- 
fortable little  cottage,  and  he  is  now  looking  after  his  fruit.  He  has  a  nice  orchard 
and  top  grafts  his  trees,  planting  French  and  Japan  pear  trees.  He  also  has  a  large 
apple  orchard,  in  which  the  trees  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  care  and  sale  of 
his  crops  occupy  all  of  the  time  which  he  wishes  to  give  to  business  affairs. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1870,  Mr.  Behlen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Schneider,  who  was  born  in  Oldenburg.  Germany,  a  daughter  of  E.  Fred  and  Eliza- 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY  595 

beth  Schneider,  who  were  always  farming  people  of  the  fatherland.  Mr.  .Schneider 
died  before  the  birth  of  his  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  by  her  marriage  has  become 
the  mother  of  ten  children:  Lena,  the  wife  of  Henry  Hobbensiefken,  who  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work;  Anna,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  !Meinke,  of  Te.xas, 
and  has  six  children;  Ida,  the  wife  of  Rev.  Fred  Mindrup,  a  minister  of  the  German 
Baptist  church  at  McClusky,  North  Dakota,  by  wliom  she  has  two  children;  William, 
a  farmer  of  Shell  Creek  township,  who  is  married  and  has  three  children ;  Emma,  the 
wife  of  William  Reese,  living  near  Platte  Center,  by  whom  she  has  four  children: 
John,  who  occupies  the  old  home  farm  and  is  married  and  has  two  children;  Minnie, 
the  wife  of  William  Lange,  of  Shell  Creek  township,  by  whom  she  has  three  eiiil- 
dren ;  Gustave,  a  farmer  living  on  part  of  his  father's  land,  who  is  also  married  and 
has  one  child ;  Freda,  at  home ;  and  Lydia,  who  married  Gustave  Mohrmann,  and 
has  two  children  and  who  lives  near  the  old  homestead. 

In  politics  Mr.  Behlen  is  independent,  but  in  church  work  he  and  his  family  are 
very  active  as  members  of  the  German  Baptist  church.  His  brother,  D.  Behlen,  gave 
the  land  on  which  the  church  of  the  neighborhood  is  built  and  Frederick  Behlen  and 
liis  family  have  been  very  helpful  in  promoting  the  work  of  the  church  and  have 
contributed  most  generously  to  its  support.  Mrs.  Behlen  is  the  only  one  left  in  the 
community  that  aided  in  organizing  the  German  Baptist  church  of  Shell  Creek.  She 
is  a  true  Christian  mother,  is  active  in  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  of  which  she  is  the 
treasurer,  and  is  loved  by  all  who  know  her  for  her  many  good  qualities.  Their  son 
John  is  now  secretary  of  the  Sunday  school,  William  is  also  active  in  the  work  of 
the  church  and  Freda  is  one  of  the  teachers  in  tlic  Sunday  school.  The  children  are 
indeed  a  credit  to  their  jian  iitN.  their  ncords  liciiii,^  an  expression  of  the  Christian 
training  of  the  home.  Mr.  IJrIih  ii  <li  srr\(s  (■(iiiiiiiriHJation  for  his  business  career,  for 
he  started  out  empty-handed  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  has  since  depended 
upon  his  own  resources,  but  while  putting  forth  earnest  and  strenuous  effort  to 
gain  a  living  and  secure  a  comfortable  competence  for  his  family  he  has  never  neg- 
lected the  higher,  holier  duties  of  life  and  is  recognized  throughout  the  community 
as  an  earnest  Christian  gentleman. 


WILLIAM  SCHELP. 

Willi.im  .Schclp,  of  Grand  Prairie  township,  has  contributed  to  the  agricultural 
dcvehjpment  of  Platte  county  and  has  also  been  a  factor  in  the  political  life  of  the 
state,  as  he  has  served  in  the  state  legislature,  proving  an  able  and  farsighted  law- 
maker. A  native  of  Gerni.any.  his  l.irtli  oeeurred  in  W.vstjihalia  on  the  17th  of 
March,  18i8.  His  jiarents.  Philli]>  ami  i're,i,rieka  Seh.I|,.  who  were  also  natives 
of  that  country,  came  to  the  United  States  with  their  family  in  1854  and  for  two 
and  a  half  years  thereafter  resided  in  St.  Louis.  They  then  removed  to  Morgan 
county,  Illinois,  and  for  six  years  lived  on  the  Jacob  Strawn  farm  near  Jacksonville, 
whence  they  removed  to  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  where  both  passed  away. 

William  Schelp  was  about  six  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
tiiis  country  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Illinois.  When  but 
sixteen  years  of  age,  however,  he  put  aside  his  textbooks  and  began  work  upon  the 
farm   by  the  month,  so  continuing  until   he  turned   his   attention  to  learning  wagon 


596  PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

making.  He  became  an  excellent  workman  and  conducted  a  shop  at  Berlin,  Sangamon 
county,  for  eighteen  years,  gaining  and  holding  a  gratifying  patronage..  In  1885 
he  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Grand  Prairie  township.  At  that  time  but  thirty  acres  were 
broken  and  there  were  no  buildings  upon  the  place.  As  soon  as  possible  he  placed 
all  of  his  land  under  cultivation  and  in  the  intervening  years  he  has  made  his  farm 
one  of  the  well  developed  tracts  of  his  locality.  He  has  erected  good  substantial 
buildings  and  keeps  everything  in  excellent  repair,  while  he  uses  the  latest  machinery 
in  the  work  of  the  farm.'  He  grows  grain  and  raises  stock,  and  both  branches  of 
his  business  have  proved  profitable. 

Mr.  Schelp  was  married  August  6,  1871,  in  Berlin.  Illinois,  to  Miss  Wilhelmina 
Blecher,  wlio  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  a  daughter  of  ^^•illiara  and  Gertrude 
Blecher,  both  natives  of  Prussia,  Germany.  They  w,  ir  .  aily  settlers  of  Berlin, 
Illinois,  where  tlie  father  engaged  in  merchandising  tor  years,  becoming  one  of  the 
successful  liusjness  imu  of  tliat  town.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selu  l|i  li.i\(  I  reonie  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  two  sur- 
vive: Elizabeth,  tlie  «ife  of  William  Arndt ;  and  W.  P.,  who  is  cashier  in  a  bank  at 
Platte  Center. 

Mr.  Schelp  is  a  democrat  where  national  issues  are  at  stake  but  otherwise  votes 
independently.  For  a  number  of  years,  when  the  populist  movement  was  at  its 
height,  he  supported  that  party.  In  1891  and  again  in  1893  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  legislature  and  during  the  two  terms  that  he  was  a  member  of  that  body  he 
supported  many  measures  which  have  since  proven  of  benefit  to  the  state  as  a  whole. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  eliureli  and  strive 
to  exemplif_y  the  teachingss  of  that  organization  in  their  daily  li\es.  Mr.  Schelp  has 
always  been  energetic  and  industrious,  and  these  qualities,  combined  with  his  busi- 
ness insight  and  good  management,  have  enabled  him  to  win  financial  independence. 
He  holds  not  only  the  respect  of  all  who  have  been  associated  with  him  but  also  the 
warm  regard  and  personal  friendship  of  many. 


FRED  WILLE. 

Fred  Wille  is  a  very  prominent  farmer  and  stockman  of  Shell  Creek  township, 
his  home  being  on  section  36.  His  property  is  known  as  the  Waj'side  Farm  and 
he  is  one  of  the  leading  breeders  and  raisers  of  Poland  China  hogs  in  the  state,  hav- 
ing been  in  that  line  since  1900.  He  was  born  in  Cook  county,  Illinois,  February 
26,  1873,  a  son  of  August  and  Maria  (Sieckmann)  Wille.  The  father  was  born  in 
Prussia,  February  26,  1843,  and  his  life  record  covered  the  intervening  years  to 
the  23d  of  July,  1914,  when  he  passed  away.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  in  1845,  is  still  living.  August  Wille  was  but  four  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Illinois.  On  attaining 
his  majority  he  began  farming  in  Cook  county,  that  state,  and  occupied  the  first 
farm  which  he  purchased  until  1912,  when  he  retired  and  went  to  live  with  a 
daughter  at  Blue  Island,  Illinois,  where  he  passed  away.  Success  attended  his 
efforts  in  a  business  way  and  he  became  the  owner  of  over  four  hundred  acres  of 
good  land  on  which  he  had  a  fine  herd  of  dairy  cattle.     In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
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German   Lutheran   and   was   very   active,   earnest   and   zealous   in   the   work   of   the 

Fred  Wille  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  seven  children.  He  attended  the  pa- 
rochial  and   public  schools   in  the   acquirement  of  his   education  and   continued   his 

residence  in  Illinois  until  1898,  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  he  came  to 
Piatt,-  eoiinty.  \.  I.raska.  and  purchased  one  huudrrd  ,mi<1  hxIv  hits  ol  l.nul  on  sec- 
tion  :;(;.   SIk  II   (  r.  .  k    township.      Upon   this   pro|](rty    In     li.i,    iii,hI(     Mil.sl.uilial   im- 

has  erected  good  buildings,  including  a  comfortable  residriicr  -nul  substantial  barns 
and  outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock.  Hr  uses  tin  1  lUst  improved 
machinery  and  has  divided  his  farm  into  fields  of  convenient  sizr  b\-  well  kept 
fences.  In  all  that  he  undertakes  he  displays  a  most  progressii.  spirit  and  his 
life  work  constitutes  an  example  that  may  well  be  followed  by  othn  agriculturists 
and  stockraisers.  He  raises  a  high  grade  of  Guernsey  cattle,  which  he  .s!iii)s  to 
adjoining  states,  and  he  also  makes  a  specialty  of  the  raising  of  Poland  China  hogs, 
winning  many  jjrizes.  He  won  first  prize  on  a  boar  over  two  years  old;  first  prize 
on  a  boar  of  eighteen  months;  first  prize  on  a  boar  under  six  months;  first  prize  on 
a  sow,  eighteen  months ;  first  prize  on  a  sow  under  six  months ;  first  prize,  breed- 
er's ring;  first  prize,  four  animals,  get  of  one  boar;  and  grand  championship 
of  show,  any  age  or  breed.  He  was  superintendent  of  the  hog  exhibit  at  the  Platte 
County  Agricultural  Society  Fair  in  IQlfl  and  has  been  treasurer  of  the  society. 
He  ships  hogs  all  over  the  United  States  and  has  one  of  the  best  bred  herds  in 
Nebraska. 

In  1898  Mr.  Wille  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louise  Belile,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Emilie  (Bebler)  Behle,  of  Shell  Creek  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wille 
have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely,  Irene,  Ethel,  Alice,  Olive, 
Edgar,  Lorna  and  Clara.  In  politics  Mr.  Wille  is  a  democrat  and  manifests  a  citi- 
zen's interest  in  the  leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  He  has  filled  the  offices 
of  clerk  and  constable  in  his  township  and  has  also  been  justice  of  the  peace,  in 
which  connection  his  decisions  have  been  strictly  fair  and  impartial.  He  has  like- 
wise served  as  school  director  and  believes  in  the  employment  of  good  teachers  that 
adequate  educational  opportunities  may  be  given  to  the  young.  In  a  word,  he  is  a 
progressive  man,  the  spirit  of  advancement  being  manifest  in  all  that  he  does  and 
he  well  deserves  the  reputation  which  he  has  won  as  a  foremost  stock-raiser  and 
breeder  of  this  section  of  the  state.  The  name  of  the  Wayside  Farm  has  become 
well  known  not  only  in  adjoining  states  but  in  other  sections  of  the  country  and  its 
owner  is  a  most  enterprising  man,  meeting  with  well  deserved  success  in  his  under- 
takings. Mr.  Wille  belongs  to  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  aided  in  organiz- 
ing the  parochial   school  conducted   in  connection   with   that  churcli. 


JAMES  P.  NUNNALLY. 

i  P.  Nunnally,  who  was  a  cavalryman  during  the  Civil  war  and  who  for 

rs  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  in  this  county,  is  now  living  in 

He   has   always   made  his   home  west  of  the   Mississippi   river,  his  hirth 

:curred   in   Danville,   Montgomery   county,   Missouri,   September   30,    1814, 
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his  parents  being  John  T.  and  Elizabeth  Nunnally.  They  were  farming  people 
and  died  during  the  boyhood  of  their  son  James. 

He  acquired  a  fair  cihuaticiii  for  that  time  and  in  his  youthful  days  worked  as 
a  farm  hand.  After  the  oullirt  ak  of  the  Civil  war  he  joined  the  military  forces,  en- 
listing as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Tracy. 
He  saw  very  hard  service  during  the  first  of  the  war  and  remained  with  that  counuand 
for  four  months.  He  afterward  reenlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  C,  Tiiird  Regi- 
ment of  Missouri  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Coffee,  and  remained  at  the  front  through- 
out the  entire  period  of  hostilities,  surrendering  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  in  1865. 

Mr.  Nunnally  then  returned  home  and  engaged  in  railroad  work  until  1868,  when 
he  removed  to  Cass  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
following  that  occupation  for  fifteen  years.  In  1900  he  removed  to  North  Dakota 
and  later  in  that  year  came  to  Platte  county,  settling  near  Monroe,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  general  farming.  His  labors  in  the  cultivation  of  the  fields  were 
attended  with  good  harvests  and  the  sale  of  his  crops  brought  him  a  substantial 
annual  income,  so  that  he  was  able  to  save  something  year  by  year  and  is  now  the 
possessor  of  a  good  competence. 

In  Cooper  county,  Missouri,  in  1870,  Mr.  Nunnally  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Artemesia  Rickman  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
five  are  yet  living:  Lee,  a  resident  of  Tacoma,  Washington;  Hezekiah,  also  living  in 
Tacoma;  Fairfield,  who  follows  farming  a  mile  west  of  Monroe;  Jack,  living  in 
Sutherland,  Nebraska;  and  Charles,  who  is  clerk  of  the  council  at  Monroe. 

Mr.  Nunnally  has  alwaj'S  supported  the  democratic  party  since  age  conferred 
upon  him  the  right  of  franchise,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  office.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  Baptist  church  and  has  lived  an  upright,  honorable  life,  ever 
being  loyal  to  his  honest  convictions  and  true  to  his  professions. 


GEORGE  GRABE. 


■George  Grabe,  a  well  known  ami  sucecssful  architect  of  Columbus,  is  now 
engaged  in  business  as  a  member  of  th.  tinn  of  Grabe  cSc  Helleberg.  His  birtli 
occurred  in  German}'  on  the  2Sth  of  Idiruary,  188.'i,  his  parents  being  Frederick 
and  Eliza  (OlihvriiO  Grabe,  who  were  born,  rear.d  and  innrri.d  in  tliat  onntry. 
The  father,  whosr  natal  year  was  1858,  brought  liis  iamily  to  the  L'nit.d  .^tatrs  in 
1883,  loeatinu  first  in  (iladbrook,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  lnr  tiirei-  years.  Sub- 
sequently he  spent  a  period  of  thirteen  years  at  Kilgore.  Cherry  county.  Nebraska, 
and  then  t.u.k  u|i  liis  abode  on  a  farm  near  Blair.  Washington  county,  this  state, 
where  lu-  has  siiua-  resided.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  William 
Grabe. 

CJeorge  Grabe  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Kilgore,  Nebraska, 
and  in  Omaha.  He  studied  architecture  and  in  1905  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  while  tlie  y.  ar  lOlO  witnessed  liis  arrival  in  Columbus,  where  he  was 
a  member  of  tli.'  liiaii  ..1  Wiinl, man  \  (irali,.  areiiiteets.  for  four  y.ars.  They 
prepared  the  jilans  tor  the  hi.uh  seh.u.l  at  llnniplirey.  tliis  county,  for  the  third  ward 
school  at  Columbus,  and  for  the  St.  Francis  Hospital  at  Grand  Island,  Nebraska, 
which   cost   ninety-si.x   thousand   dollars.      In    1914.    Mr.    Grabe    formed    his    present 
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partnership  with  John  Helleberg,  under  the  style  of  Grabe  &  Helleberg,  and  .unong 
tile  many  structures  which  stand  as  monuments  to  their  skill  are  the  Ragatz  building 
in  Cohnuluis.  the  new  forty-five  thousand  dollar  high  school  at  Schuyler,  Nebraska; 
tiie  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  building  at  Polk,  Nebraska,  and  sciiool 
buildings  at  C-iiro  and  Cody.  Nebraska. 

In  190(;.  in  [.iiie.ilii.  X,  l.iMska.  Mr.  Grabe  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mabel 
Clare  Peak.  ,i  (lin-lil.  r  ..t  Julius  and  Viola  (Thompson)  Peak.  Their  children  are 
three  in  numlirr.  n.aniely;  H.iz.l.  Pearl  and  Ruby  Clare.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Grabe  is  a  repulJie.in.  wliilc  Ins  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
cluireli.  Me  enjoys  .in  envi.iblc  nput.ition  .is  an  enterprising  and 'capable  young 
business  man  of  Columbus  and  his  eontiiuied  success  is  assured. 


CLAUD  J.  FENNEL. 

Merit  and  ability  have 
I)hotographers  of  Nebraska 
and  the  unfailing  enterprise 
a  splendidly  equipped  studio 
He  was  born  in  Cirundy 
Mary  (Convis)  Fennel,  n; 
was  a  carpenter  and  wagon  maker  of  the  Green  Mountain  state  and  after  the  war 
removed  westward  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Grundy  county,  where  he  continued  to 
follow  his  trade.  In  1886  he  came  to  Nebraska,  establishing  his  home  in  Thayer 
county,  where  he  lived  until  1902,  when  he  went  to  Schuyler  and  afterward  became 
a  resident  of  eastern  Colorado,  where  he  owned  and  cultivated  land.  From  that 
state  he  returned  to  Columbus,  where  he  is  now  living  retired.  In  early  life  he  was 
identified  with  the  Baptist  church,  while  later  he  became  a  member  of  the  ]\Iethodist 
Episcopal  church. 

Claud  J.  Fennel  completed  his  education  in  the  high  school  of  Hebron,  Nebraska, 
and  then  began  the  study  of  photography  with  \\'illiam  Griffin  of  that  place.  In 
1900  he  removed  to  Schuyler,  where  he  establish, d  ,i  studio,  continuing  active  in 
business  there  for  twelve  years,  or  until  1912.  wIk  ii  In  einie  to  Columbus.  Here 
he  opened  a  photographic  studio  and  the  artistic  cliaractrr  (if  his  work  has  brought 
to  him  a  liberal  and  growing  patronage.  In  f.-iet  liis  ability  has  ;;ain( d  lor  liiui  wide 
and  well  merited  prominence  in  his  chosen  field.  He  is  a  ui.inl.rr  .,f  tin  I'ri-St.'ite 
Photographers  Association,  which  includes  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Missouri;  has  been 
secretary,  vice  president  and  president  of  the  State  Association  of  Photographers; 
is  a  member  of  the  National  Photographers  Association  and  has  been  twice  a  dele- 
gate to  the  national  congress  of  photography.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  most 
advanced  thought,  methods  and  scientific  processes  of  his  art  and  has  won  first  prizes 
in  both  Class  B  and  Class  A  at  the  state  conventions.  In  addition  to  conducting 
business  in  Columbus  he  has  branch  studios  at  Silver  Creek  and  at  Spalding  and  is 
accorded  a  most  liberal  and  well  deserved  patronage. 

On  September  26,  1906,  Mr.  Fennel  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lou  E. 
Williajis,  who  was  born  near  Rockville,  Missouri,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
rBilei  )   Williams.      The  mother,  who  was  born   in  Cooper  county.  Missouri,  is  now 


602       PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

living  in  Columbus.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  and  died  in  1889,  was 
a  minister  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Missouri  and  Illinois.  He  was  also  prominent 
in  political  circles  and  was  chosen  to  represent  Bates  county  in  the  Missouri  legisla- 
ture. In  his  business  affairs  he  prospered  and  became  the  owner  of  farm  lands. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1889,  he  was  a  resident  of  Rockville. 
Missouri.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fennel  have  two  children,  Catheryn  and  Marjorie. 

Mr.  Fennel  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternitj',  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur.  He  has  always  been  very  active  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  especially  in  Sunday-school  work,  and  is  now  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  In  1915  he  was  elected  lay  delegate,  from  Nebraska,  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  General  World  Conference  convening  during  the  full  month 
of  May,  1916,  at  Saratnui  S]iiiii-s.  X,  w  ^oiK.  His  religious  belief  has  ever  been 
the  guiding  force  in  his  lilr  mul  lliiis  lii^  iniir  has  measured  up  to  the  highest 
standards,  winning  for  hiui  tin    conddLiicL    and  respect  of  all. 


OWEN   JONES. 

Owen  Jones  is  a  retired  farmer  living  on  section  16,  Joliet  township.  For  a 
long  period  he  was  closely  associated  with  agricultural  interests  and  won  the  success 
that  now  enables  him  to  leave  the  work  of  his  farm  largely  to  others.  His  example 
may  well  serve  as  a  source  of  inspiration  and  encouragement  to  others,  showing 
what  may  be  accomplished  when  ambition  points  out  the  way  and  energy  and  deter- 
mination contiiiue  therein.  Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  Talbont,  Conway,  Wales,  in 
February,  1851,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Owen)  Jones,  both  of  whom  passed  away 
in  the  year  1890,  the  father  at  the  age  of  ciiility-two  and  a  half  and  the  mother 
when  eighty-one  years  of  age.  Mr.  Jones  larriid  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  having  a  small  tract  of  land.  He  lived  a  quiet  life,  was  unassuming  in 
manner  but  his  entire  course  was  directed  by  honorable  principle  in  keeping  with  his 
professions  as  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

O^en  Jones  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  seven  children.  His  educational 
privileges  were  rxtrniuly  liiiiitid.  Inr  ]\,-  liad  tin  (i])pcirtunity  of  attending  school 
for  only  two  w,;,  ks  ,nul  his  I,  ss,,ns  ,,f  I  if,-  had  to  be  learned  in  the  school  of 
experience,  in  which,  however.  In-  lias  piekcd  u|i  nnnli  valuable  knowledge.  He  was 
only  eleven  years  of  age  when  In-  111;  in  In  run  liis  living  as  a  farm  hand  and 
when  old  enough  he  began  work  in  tin-  sl.-iti  niin.  s  of  his  native  country.  In  Jul}', 
1881,  he  became  a  resident  of  Iowa.  siUlin^-  in  .Montgomery  county,  renting  a  farm 
not  far  from  Red  Oak.  There  In-  livrd  lor  about  five  years  and  in  1886  arrived  in 
Platte  county,  after  which  he  eontinncd  tin-  rultivation  of  a  rented  farm  in  Joliet 
township  for  three  yi  avs.  In  tin-  nu-antinn  In  ean-fully  saved  his  earnings  and  his 
diligence  and  economy  enabled  him  in  INSH  to  pnrehase  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  eonstitnting  tin  nucleus  of  lus  presi-nt  farm.  To  this  he  has  added 
from  time  to  tinn-  until  he  now  has  four  hundred  acres  of  land  all  well  improved. 
Upon  his  place  In  has  a  good  home  and  other  substantial  improvements.  When  he 
made  liis  (Irsl  purihase,  only  thirty  acres  of  the  land  was  broken  and  there  were  no 
buildings  upon  the  tract,  but  with  characteristic  energy  he  set  to  work  to  break  the 
sod,  turning  the  furrows  and  developing  the  fields.     He  has  added  good  improiements 
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the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  property.  At  the 
retired,  leaving  the  actual  work  of  the  fields  to  his 
1  Platte  county  he  is  the  owner  of  land  in  Pierce 

•riagc  to  Miss  iNIargaret  Jones,  who  was  born  in 
of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Jones)  Jones,  and  the 
[uily  of  five  children.  The  father,  who  was  born 
larrics  in  Wnlrs  and  there  sjicnt  his  entire  life, 
,tli,r\  liii-tii  occurrnl  March  -."..  IS'JG.  By  her 
■  llir  iiiotlirv  nf  1,11  cliildnn:  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Vrbraska.  hy  «lioi,i  she  lias  five  children;  Richard, 
l.ns  An-.l.s.  (  aliiuniia:  .lohn.  wli,)  is  a  farmer  of 
Pierce  county.  Nrbraska.  and  is  uiarrird  and  lias  five  ciiildrrn  :  William  E.  and 
Robert,  who  are  on  tlu-  liom,  larni:  lUi/abetli.  the  wife  of  W.  G.  Jones  of  Joliet 
township;  Dorothy,  th.  wifr  of  .Vrtliur  Nelson,  who  is  farming  in  Joliet  township, 
and  by  whom  she  has  tw,,  eliiUlr. n;  Evan;  Jane,  the  wife  of  H.  Schmill,  a  farmer  of 
Whitney,  Nebraska,  by  whom  she  has  one  child;  and  Gladys,  at  home. 

Mr.  Jones  has  adhered  to  the  religious  faith  of  his  fathers  and  is  an  earnest 
Methodist.  His  political  views  are  those  of  the  republican  party  but  he  has  never 
aspired  to  office,  preferring  to  leave  office  holding  to  others.  He  has  ever  concen- 
trated his  attention  upon  his  business  affairs,  working  earnestly  and  persistently  to 
achieve  success.  Starting  out  a  poor  boy  at  the  age  of  eleven  years,  he  has  advanced 
steadily  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  substantial  farmers  of  Joliet  township. 
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F.  E.  BELKNAP. 


•  engaged  in  farming  on  section  8,  Creston 
township,  was  born  in  Bureau  county.  IlliiKiis.  Xovember  23,  1861.  His  parents, 
Willard  and  Sarah  (Martin)  Belknap.  «<  r,  liotli  natives  of  Ohio,  but  when  eighteen 
3'ears  of  age  the  father  accompanied  his  parents  to  Bureau  county,  Illinois.  In  1865 
he  removed  to  Iowa  and  purchased  land  in  Marion  county,  which  he  cultivated  until 
1874,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebra.ska.  He  took  up  a  home- 
stead in  Creston  township,  which  he  improved  and  operated  until  1888.  In  that 
year  he  retired  from  active  life  and  removed  to  Creston,  where  he  lived  until  1910, 
when  he  became  a  resident  of  Ogallala,  Nebraska,  where  he  is  still  living.  His 
wife,  however,  passed  away  in  May,  1902. 

I".  E.  Bi  Ikn  1)1  i;ii  \v  tn  manhood  and  received  his  education  in  Creston  township, 
this  county,  anil  n  iiiaim  il  with  his  parents  upon  the  homestead  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years.  He  then  began  his  independent  career  by  renting  land, 
which  he  farmed  until  1897,  and  then  purchased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land  on  section  8.  Creston  township.  He  has  made  many  improvements  upon  the 
place  and  as  it  is  always  well  kept  up  it  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  farms  of  the 
county.  In  addition  to  growing  grain  he  raises  full  blooded  Hereford  cattle,  and 
both  branches  of  his  business  yield  him  a  good  profit. 

On  the  23d  of  February.  1887,  Mr.  Belknap  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Carrie  V.  Keigwin,  who  died  in   1892,  leaving  three  children.  Jessie  B..  John  Oscar 
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and  P'lorcnce.  Mr.  Belknap  was  again  married  February  25,  1897,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Isabella  Langmuir,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Agnes  (Angus)  Lang- 
muir,  who  were  natives  of  Scotland  but  came  to  America  in  childhood  and  were 
married  in  this  country.  They  located  in  Minnesota,  where  Mr.  Langmuir  engaged 
in  farming  for  some  time,  but  subsequently  took  up  their  abode  in  Mills  county, 
Iowa.  Th.Tf  he  purchased  land,  to  the  clIlti^  .ition  of  wliich  he  devoted  the  remainder 
of  his  lift-.  He  ii.issed  away  in  1889  but  his  wif,  still  survives  and  resides  on  the 
homestead  in  Mills  county,  Iowa.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Belknap  has  four 
children,  namely:     Mabel  E.,  Lacy  L.,  Ethel  A.  and  Donald  L. 

Mr.  Belknap  supports  the  republican  party  at  the  polls  and  is  much  interested 
in  all  matters  of  public  concern.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen  and  of  the  Degree  of  Honor.  A  life  of  well  directed  activity 
and  of  strict  adherence  to  high  standards  of  conduct  has  brought  him  financial 
independence  and  the  respect  of  all  who  are  associated  with  him. 


EDWARD  ZYBACH. 


An  excellent  farm  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Loup  township  pays 
tribute  to  the  care  and  cultivation  of  Edward  Zybach,  who  is  working  diligently 
along  well  defined  lines  of  labor  to  attain  success.  He  was  born  August  23,  1870, 
in  the  township  where  he  still  resides,  his  parents  being  Peter  and  Barbara 
Zybach.  The  father,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  was  •  a  watchmaker  in  his  native 
country  and  came  to  America  from  the  land  of  the  Alps  in  1868,  and,  making 
his  way  to  Nebraska,  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Platte  county, 
where  he  endured  all  of  the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to  frontier  life.  He 
took  up  a  liomestead  of  eighty  acres,  which  now  constitutes  a  part  of  his  son's  farm, 
and  with  characteristic  energy  began  to  develop  and  improve  the  place,  being  one 
of  those  to  take  the  initial  step  in  converting  the  county  into  a  prosperous  agri- 
cultural district.  In  the  family  were  but  two  children:  Edward;  and  Mrs.  Lena 
Hecker,  now  of  Polk  county,  Nebraska.  The  father  died  in  1902  and  the  mother, 
surviving   for  seven  years,  passed  away  in    1909. 

The  son  acquired  a  common-school  education  and  from  early  youth  assisted 
his  father  upon  the  home  farm,  early  becoming  familiar  with  all  the,  duties  and 
labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He  was  a  young  man  of  nineteen 
years  when  he  left  home  and  made  his  way  to  the  northwest,  spending  some  years 
in  Yamhill  county,  Oregon.  He  engaged  in  farming  during  that  period  and  then 
returned  to  Platte  county,  since  which  time  he  has  continued  to  make  his  home  in 
Loup  township,  where  he  has  a  farm  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  acres  situated  on 
sections  24  and  25.  In  addition  to  tilling  the  soil  he  also  devotes  considerable 
time  and  attention  to  the  raising  of  registered  Poland  China  hogs,  for  which  he 
finds  a  ready  sale  on  the  market,  commanding  good  prices  because  of  the  high 
grade  of  his  stock.  He  carries  on  all  of  his  farm  work  according  to  modern 
scientific  ideas  and  his  is  a  valuable  and  splendidly  improved  property,  equipped 
with  all  modern  accessories  and  conveniences  found  upon  the  model  farm  of  the 
twentieth  century.  His  buildings  are  large,  adequate,  comfortable  and  attractive 
and  his  farm  presents  a  most  pleasing  feature  in  the  landscape.      He  has  a  large 
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tr.Ktor    which   lie   uses    in    plowing   and    all    of    his    farm    machinery    is    tiioroughly 

On  the  21th  of  September,  1900,  Mr.  Zybach  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lena  Liebengoed,  a  daughter  of  John  Liebengoed,  one  of  the  pioneer  residents 
of  Platte  county.  They  have  become  parents  of  four  children:  Elvina,  Frank, 
Edward  and  John.  The  family  are  well  known  in  this  county  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Zybach  have  many  warm  friends.  His  political  alh  Miaiicc  is  given  to  the  demo- 
cratic party  and  for  two  terms  he  filled  the  office  of  dt  pvitv  assessor.  He  has  also 
been  a  school  director  for  four  years  and  hi  is  iiitrii  sted  in  everything  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of  th.  rmninuiiity.  Traternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Americ  i,  Ijcluiiging  to  the  camp  at  Colum- 
bus, and  his  name  is  also  on  the  membership  roll  of  the  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur. 
He  is  justly  accounted  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  his  community, 
standing  at  all  times  for  progress  and  improvement  along  material,  intellectual 
and  social  lines. 


ALBERT  HANKE. 


Albert  Hanke,  residing  on  section  10,  Joliet  townslii]).  is  a  s.lf  made  man,  who 
deserves  much  credit  for  the  success  he  has  attaiiiid  as  tlir  \iai-s  have  gone  h} — a 
success  that  has  come  as  the  reward  of  earn,  si.  p,  rsist.  iit  (  flnit.  and  winch  finds 
tangible  expression  in  the  excellent  apjicarancr  of  liis  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  He  devotes  his  ill,  nli,,ii  m aiiily  to  the  raising  of  high  grade  shorthorn 
cattle  and  Durot-Jersey  hogs  mil  is  Kr.niiilid  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  his  locality.  He  was  Lorn  in  (_  liickasaw  county,  Iowa,  April  28,  1870,  a 
son  of  August  and  Minnie  (Kohn)  Hanke,  who  were  natives  of  Prussia  and  are  now 
residents  of  Philli])s  county,  Kansas,  the  father  having  attained  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  j-ears,  while  the  mother  has  reached  the  age  of  seventy-three.  He  was  a  farmer 
in  Germany  and  continued  a  resident  of  Prussia  until  1865,  when  he  severed  his 
connections  that  bound  him  to  his  native  country  and  sailed  for  the  new  world. 
Making  his  way  into  the  interior,  he  settled  in  Chickasaw  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  a  rented  farm  until  1879.  He  then  removed  to 
Phillips  county,  Kansas,  where  he  lived  for  a  considerable  period.  In  1890,  how- 
ever, he  homesteaded  in  Platte  county,  securing  a  tract  of  land  in  St.  Bernard  town- 
ship, which  he  owned  and  cultivated  until  1902.  He  then  returned  to  Kansas  and 
has  become  the  owner  of  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  that  state.  In  his  political 
faith  he  is  a  democrat  and  his  religious  belief  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church.  He 
has  always  been  ver}'  active  in  church  work  and  though  he  had  little  educational 
opportunity  and  no  advantages  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  he  has  learned  many 
valuable  lessons  in  the  school  of  experience,  has  become  a  successful  business  man 
and  has  made  his  life  of  worth  and  benefit  not  only  to  himself,  but  to  others. 

Although  born  in  Iowa,  Albert  Hanke  spent  much  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon 
the  old  homestead  farm  in  St.  Bernard  township,  Platte  county,  meeting  with  the 
usual  experiences  of  the  farm  lad  who  divides  his  time  between  the  duties  of  the 
schoolroom,  the  pleasures  of  the  playground  and  the  work  of  the  fields.  In  1900 
he  began  farming  on  his  o^vn  account,  renting  land  on  section  10,  Joliet  township, 
and  his  industry  and  economy  brought  him  the  measure  of  success  that  enabled  him 
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to  purchase  the  property  in  the  spring  of  1903.  He  has  added  to  his  original  hold- 
ings until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-  acres.  All  this  he  has 
made  through  his  own  efforts,  having  no  oiitsidi  liil]i  nr  assistance,  but  he  possesses 
industry,  determination,  persistency  of  piir|iiiM  .mil  licmesty  and  these  qualities 
always  win  results.  He  started  out  with  tinn  Iioim  s,  a  wagon,  plow  and  a  few 
household  goods  and  he  now  has  a  nice  farm,  which  is  known  as  Shell  Creek  Valley 
Stock  Farm,  on  which  he  raises  good  grades  of  shorthorn  cattle  and  Duroc-Jersey 
hogs.     His  life  has  been  an  active  one  and  success  crowns  his  efforts  in  substantial 


In  1900  Mr.  Hanke  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Frances  Melcher,  who  was 
born  in  Granville  township,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  (Smeltzer)  Melcher, 
natives  of  Germany.  The  lather  emigrated  to  the  new  world  in  1870  and  took  up 
a  homestead  claim  in  Ciranville  township,  Platte  county.  That  he  has  prospered  in 
his  undertakings  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  his  possessions  now  aggregate  twelve 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  is  active  in  public  affairs  and  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Catholic  church  in  St.  Bernard  and  gave  a  third  of  his  profits 
from  what  he  raised  one  year  toward  the  erection  of  the  house  of  worship.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanke  have  been  born  four  children,  Edward,  Emma,  Clarence 
and  Roy. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hanke  is  a  democrat,  but  has  never  been  ambitious  to 
hold  office.  He  has  served,  however,  as  treasurer  of  school  district  No.  42  and  is  a 
member  of  St.  John's  Catholic  church  in  Joliet  township.  He  is  interested  in  its 
work,  contributes  generously  to  its  support  and  at  all  times  manifests  a  public- 
spirited  devotion  to  the  general  good.  He  has  concentrated  his  efforts,  however, 
upon  his  farm  work  and  has  allowed  no  obstacle  nor  difficulty  to  bar  his  path  if  it 
could  be  overcome  by  persistent,  earnest  effort. 


REV.  JENS  J.  LERAGER. 

Rev.  Jens  J.  Lerager  is  the  pastor  of  St.  Ansgars  Danish  Lutheran  church  and 
makeo  his  home  on  section  1 1 ,  Walker  township.  He  is  well  known  in  the  county, 
and  among  the  people  of  his  denomination  and  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives  he 
is  held  in  highest  esteem  and  regard.  He  was  born  May  31,  1883,  in  S.  Aldum, 
Denmark,  and  is  a  son  of  Jens  C.  and  Maren  (Hansen)  Lerager.  His  educational 
advantages  of  early  boyhood  were  sueh  as  llie  Danisli  lad  ordinarily  receives.  He 
was  a  young  man  of  twenty  years  when,  in  ^May,  190;!,  lie  bade  adieu  to  friends  and 
native  land  and  sailed  for  the  new  world,  making  his  way  to  Flynn,  near  Plankinton, 
South  Dakota,  where  a  brotlier  was  engaged  in  merchandising.  Our  subject  took 
up  his  abode  upon  a  f  inn  in  tb.it  locality,  but,  being  ambitious  to  direct  his  labors  into 
a  field  of  still  lno  i,!rv  us,  tuliuss,  he  later  went  to  Des  Moines  and  entered  the 
Grand  View  TlKolot;Ral  (  uU.  -i.  in  which  he  took  the  regular  course.  Subsequently 
he  pursued  the  study  of  theology  in  that  institution,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1911.  During  his  eight  years  in  college  he  worked  during  the  summer  months, 
being  employed  at  farming  and  tiling  and  during  the  latter  years  at  teaching,  and 
through  his  earnest,  persistent  efforts  won  the  means  that  enabled  him  to  pursue  his 
college  course.     He  was  then  assigned  to  duty  at  Elba,  Howard  county,  Nebraska, 
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where  he  remained  from  the  1st  of  July,  1911,  until  the  1st  of  April,  1913,  when  he 
came  to  his  present  charge,  accepting  the  pastorate  of  St.  Ansgars  Danish  Lutheran 

In  December,  1912,  Rev.  Lerager  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Petersen, 
a  daughter  of  :M.  Peter  and  Anna  Petersen,  of  Cordova,  Seward  county,  Nebraska, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Carl.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lerager  have  become  well  known  in 
Platte  county  during  the  period  of  their  residence  here  and  their  attractive  home  is 
noted  for  its  warm-hearted  and  generous  hospitality.  They  do  much  to  aid  in  the 
intellectual  as  well  as  moral  jsrogress  of  the  eonununity  and  Rev.  Lerager  is  a  most 
earnest  worker  in  behalf  of  his  church,  conseiratiiig  almost  his  every  effort  and 
thought  upon  its  upbuilding  and  the  promotion  of  the  cause  for  which  he  stands. 


GEORGE  WALTER  PHILLIPS. 
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1861.,  settling  in  Elk  City,  Douglas  county,  where  he  resided  until  1896,  when  he 
came  to  Columbus  and  made  his  home  with  his  son,  G.  W.  Phillips,  until  his  death. 
His  widow  still  resides  with  their  son. 

G.  W.  Phillips  lived  in  Algonquin.  Illinois,  until  seven  years  of  age,  when  in  186-i 
the  father  came  to  the  west  with  his  family,  including  the  mother,  the  son,  G.  W. 
Phillips,  and  two  daughters.  They  landed  from  a  Missouri  river  steamboat  at  Omaha 
and  the  son  was  sent  to  school  at  Elk  City  until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirteen  years. 
On  the  26th  of  November,  1871,  he  arrived  in  Columbus  and  began  learning  the 
cutter's  and  fitter's  trade  with  M.  T.  Kenny,  working  along  that  line  for  his  board, 
clothing  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  year,  together  with  the  privilege  of  three 
months'  schooling  annually.  He  spent  tlvee  years  in  that  manner,  after  which  he 
engaged  in  the  shoe  business,  both  selling  and  manufacturing  shoes  until  1883.  In 
the  autumn  of  that  year  he  became  an  employe  in  the  county  clerk's  office  under 
John  Stauffer  and  after  eighteen  months  was  appointed  deputy  county  clerk,  which 
position  he  filled  until  the  fall  of  1889,  when  he  was  elected  county  clerk  on  the 
democratic  ticket  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  position,  which 
he  filled  through  reelection  for  six  years.  In  1896-7  he  was  postmaster  of  Columbus 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  was  again  elected  county  clerk,  serving  for  six  years 
more.  He  next  organized  the  German  National  Bank,  erected  a  building  and  opened 
the  doors   of  the  bank  for  business   in   September,   1906,   since   which   time   he   has 
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served  as  president  of  the  institution.  In  1909  he  was  associated  with  otlieri 
organizing  the  Home  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  has  served  continually  as  casli 
thus  being  closely  identified  with  the  financial  interests  of  the  county.  He  is  1 
wise  interested  in  the  Columbus  Gas  Company,  of  which  he  is  now  the  secretary, 
is  connected  with  the  Platte  County  Independent  Telephone  Company  and  the  Ev 
■.  1.,  in-  ,1  director  of  the  latter. 
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SIEGFRIED  C.  B.  NISSEN. 
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representative  business  man  and  worthy  citizen  when 
was  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1911.  He  was  the  proprietor  of 
•  and  as  such  was  conducting  a  substantial  business.  He  was 
i  birth  having  occurred  in  Odense,  Denmark,  on  the  23d  of 
January,  1817.  a  son  of  Siegfried  and  Antonia  Nissen,  who  were  born  respectivelj' 
in  Bogense  and  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark.  After  completing  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  land  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Bogense,  where 
he  remained  for  a  number  of  years.  On  selling  out  he  came  to  the  United  States 
about  1886  and  settled  in  ^Merrick  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of 


land  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  Later,  howev 
Nebraska,  and  again  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits,  ow 
and  also  a  cream  station  for  ten  years. 

On  selling  his  business  at   Cliapman,  Mr.   Nissen  ri 
the  6th  of  April,   1908.  and  lure  began  dealing  in  cre^ 
was  known  as  the  F'airmont  Creainci\y.     From  that  time  until  his  demise  he  continued 
to   actively  engage   in  business   and  controlled   a   large   and  gratifying  trade.      His 
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business  was  of  value  to  the  community,  as  it  furnished  a  market  for  tlic  farmers 
and  supplied  tlie  town  with  thoroughly  fresh  and  desirable  products. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  1877,  Mr.  Nissen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna 
Marie  Allfrieda,  a  daughter  of  Jorgen  and  Dorothea  Knudsen,  also  natives  of  Den- 
mark. Her  father  was  an  officer  in  the  Danish  army.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nissen 
rt-ere  born  three  children,  namely:  Sarah,  Antonia  and  Hugo.  The  first  two  are 
natives  of  Odense,  Denmark.  Sarah  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Horstman,  of  St. 
Libory,  Nebraska,  where  they  own  a  farm,  and  tiny  li,u  t  five  ehildrcn.  Antonia  is 
the  wife  of  Gregor  Brunt,  a  farmer  living  near  ((ilimilius.  ,iii(i  liny  have  three 
children.  Hugo,  who  was  born  in  Merrick  county.  N,  lir.isk.i.  in  .rriid  Frieda  Ikrch- 
told  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  near  Columbus.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nissen  alsn 
reared  an  adopted  daughter,  Christina. 

Tlie  family  circle  was  broken  by  the  hand  of  death  when  on  the  29th  of  July, 
1911,  Mr.  Nissen  passed  away.  He  was  an  Odd  Fellow  in  his  fraternal  relations 
and  a  Lutheran  in  his  religious  faith  and  both  organizations  now  miss  a  valued 
member.  He  was  ever  loj-al  to  any  cause  he  espoused,  was  devoted  to  his  family 
and  faithful  in  friendship,  and  all  who  knew  him  sjioke  of  him  in  terms  of  the 
warmest  friendship  and  highest  regard. 


HENRY  ALPERS. 


Henry  Alpers 

is  conducting  a  gr 

decorator  at  C'olu 

mbus,  the  excellence 

Laudable    ambitio 

n   has   prompted   hi 

while  a  eourageoi 

js  spirit  has  enablei 

wing  and  profitable  business  as  a  painter  and 

of  his  work  insuring  him  a  liberal  patronage. 

11   to   put    forth   earnest   and   persistent   effort, 

led  liim   to  overcome  all  difficulties  and  obstacles 

in  his  path. 

Mr.  Alpers  is  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany.  He  was  born  February  3,  1878, 
and  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  children,  whose  parents  were 
Henry  and  Rebecca  (Pape)  Alpers.  Ere  leaving  his  native  country  he  learned  the 
cabinetmaker's  trade  and  in  1901,  attracted  by  the  busiiuss  o))j)iirtiniiti(s  cif  the 
new  world,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  making  his  way  it  oiu,  to  \.  lir.i^k.i.  wliere 
lie  worked  as  a  carpenter  near  Columbus.  He  was  then  aiout  tweiity-tlui',  yc  irs  of 
age.  Subsequently  he  was  emploj-ed  as  a  carpenter  on  a  hospital  at  Columbus, 
ivhile  for  nine  months  he  worked  in  the  Columbus  Planing  Mill.  He  afterward  spent 
five  and  a  half  years  in  a  furniture  store  as  salesman  and  repair  man  and  on  the 
expiration  of  that  period  turned  his  attention  to  the  painting  and  decorating  business, 
in  which  he  has  since  been  engaged.  At  first  his  patronage  came  largely  from  the 
surrounding  country  but  as  the  years  have  gone  by  he  has  developed  a  large  city 
business  which  has  been  steadily  increasing  and  is  now  one  of  very  gratifving  and 
desirable  proportions.  Most  of  his  previous  experience  constituted  the  preparation 
for  his  work  in  these  lines  and  that  the  results  of  his  labors  are  highly  satisfactory 
to  his  patrons  is  shown  in  his  constantly  increasing  trade. 

In  1901  Mr.  Alpers  was  married  in  Germany  to  Miss  Emma  Albers,  a  daughter 
(if  Henry  Albers,  and  they  have  become  parents  of  three  children,  Hugo,  Werner  .ond 
Arthur  Tlie  religions  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  elu.reli, 
while  in  political  belief  Mr.  Alpers  is  independent,  voting  according  to  the  dictates 
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of  his  judgment,  based  upon  the  demand  of  the  time.  The  family  occupy  a  large 
and  attractive  modern  residence  and  in  addition  ]Mr.  Alpers  owns  a  well  equipped 
shop.  He  has  never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  determination  to  come  to  the  new 
world,  for  here  he  has  found  the  opportunities  which  he  sought.  He  brought  with 
him  no  false  idea  that  success  was  to  be  had  for  the  asking,  but  he"  recognized  the 
fact  that  in  this  country  industry  and  diligence  are  not  hampered  by  caste  or  class 
and  that  the  road  to  advancement  is  open  to  all.  Accordingly,  he  put  forth  earnest, 
persistent  effort  and  has  won  for  himself  a  creditable  position  in  business  circles  of 
Columbus. 


CURTIS  W.  HOLLINGSHEAD. 

An  excellent  farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  situated  in  Oconee  township 
is  the  property  of  Curtis  W.  Hollingshead  and  pays  substantial  annual  tribute  to 
him  for  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  it.  He  also  has  other  important 
business  connections  and  at  all  times  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  progressive  citizens 
of  his  part  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin,  March  19,  1858, 
a  son  of  William  and  Lauzna  J.  (Dennis)  Hollingshead.  The  father  was  born 
near  Greensborough,  in  Knox  county,  Tennessee,  and  with  his  parents  removed 
north  to  Indiana,  where  he  lived  for  several  years.  In  188-i  he  married  Lauzna  J. 
Dennis,  who  was  born  in  Delaware,  North  Carolina.  With  ox  teams  they  removed 
westward  to  Clarke  county,  Iowa,  where  they  remained  until  18ol,  when  they  became 
residents  of  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin,  casting  in  their  lot  with  its  pioneer  settlers, 
for  it  was  then  a  urw  and  undeveloped  country.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
Mr.  Hollingsluad  jnim.l  tlir  army  as  a  private  of  Company  I,  Third  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  and  saw  active  duty  at  the  front.  He  was  with  Sherman  on  hi',  march 
to  the  sea.  Following  the  close  of  hostilities  he  continued  his  residence  in  Wisconsin 
until  ]87(>.  wlitn  lie  removed  to  Platte  county  and  engaged  in  farming  near  the 
present  site  of  Monroe  for  a  number  of  years.  For  five  or  six  years  prior  to  his  death 
lie  conducted  a  general  mercantile  store  in  Monroe,  where  he  passed  away  in  1910, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Rcjiublic  and  was  accounted  one  of  the  valued  and  worthy  citizens  of  this  county. 
His  widow  survives  and  is  now  living  in  jNIonroe  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

Curtis  W.  Hollingshead  began  his  education  sitting  on  a  slab  bench  in  a  little  log 
schoolhouse  in  Wisconsin,  for  his  boyhood  days  were  there  passed  amid  pioneer 
conditions.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to  Nebraska,  remaining  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  j^ears,  when  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account 
in  Monroe  township,  devoting  his  energies  to  general  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1891,  when  he  engaged  in  the  grain  business  in  Monroe.  He  became  associated  in 
the  undertaking  with  C.  H.  Sheldon  under  the  firm  style  of  Sheldon  &  Hollingshead, 
a  partnership  that  was  continued  for  fifteen  years,  or  until  1906,  when  Mr.  Hol- 
lingshead again  took  up  farming,  to  which  he  is  now  devoting  his  energies,  being 
busily  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  his  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  rich 
and  arable  land.  He  also  raises  Percheron  horses,  having  full  blooded  stock.  He 
makes  his  home  in  Monroe,  from  which  point  he  directs  his  farming  interests,  driving 
back  and  forth  to  his  place.     He  has  ever  been  greatly  interested  in  the  development 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY  613 

of  the  entire  county  and  is  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Platte  County  Fair 
Association,  while  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Monroe  Farmers  Association.  She, 
too,  has  valuable  property  holdings  in  the  county,  their  combined  possessions  aggre- 
gating four  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  excellent  land. 

It  was  on  the  20th  of  November,  1883,  that  Mr.  Hollingshead  wedded  Miss 
Matilda  N.  Dack,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children.  Neal,  the 
eldest,  now  operating  the  home  farm,  is  married  and  has  one  child,  Corinne.  He 
attended  the  Lincoln  Business  College  for  two  years  aiul  s)).  nt  one  yrar  as  a  student 
in  the  Wesleyan  University.  Arthur,  born  January  ,':;.  ism,  uas  j-raduated  from 
the  Wesleyan  University  at  University  Place  and  is  "now  ; 
at  Monroe.  He  servrd  as  pr,  si,],„t  ,if  th,-  Young  Mens  ( 
college  and  also  bciaiiK    a   im mli,  i-  dl    I'lii    K.ajipa   Phi. 

bert  J.,  born  Octolu  r    11.    ]SV'.K  is  attending  school. 

Mr.  Hollingshead  has  always  luen  very  active  in  the  affairs  of  his  town  and,  in 
fact,  aided  in  its  orgaiiizati.ai.  Srveral  times  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil and  he  has  served  in  townsliip  and  school  offices.  His  political  allegiance  has 
always  been  given  to  the  democratic  party.  He  has  been  quite  active  in  support  of 
religious  work  and  aided  in  organizing  the  Methodist  Episcopal  cliurch,  of  which 
he  and  his  wife  are  active  and  earnest  members.  :\Ir.  Hollingshead  lias  served  as 
trustee  and  steward  of  the  church,  while  his  wife  has  also  been  most  prominent  in 
church  work,  in  the  Woman's  Christian  Teuiiicrance  Union  and  in  the  social  life  of 
the  community.  They  ocru])y  a  beautiful  residence  in  Monroe,  justly  celebrated  for 
its  warm-hearted  hospitality,  and  the  best  homes  of  the  citj'  and  surrounding  country 
arc  readily  opened  for  their  welcome. 
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HARRY  T.  SWANSON. 


The  attractiveness  of  Platte  county  as  a  place  of  residence  and  the  excellence  of 
the  opportunities  which  it  offers  to  a  man  of  energy  and  ambition  are  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  many  of  its  native  sons  have  elected  to  remain  residents  of  it  after 
reaching  manhoods  estate.  Among  this  number  is  Harry  T.  Swanson,  who  is  suc- 
cessfully faiiiiiiiti;  on  si  etion  15,  Walker  township.  He  was  born  upon  that  farm 
on  the  Sth  nf  Ii  luiiaiy.  1S78,  of  the  marriage  of  Peter  and  Nellie  (Anderson)  Swan- 
son,  both  natives  of  Sweden,  the  former  born  in  184.1.  and  the  latter  in  1817.  On 
removing  to  this  country  they  resided  in  Illinois,  but  in  the  early  '70s  came  to  Platte 
county,  being  numbered  among  its  first  settlers.  Both  are  still  living  and  make  their 
home  in  St.  Edward,  enjoying  a  period  of  rest  and  leisure  which  is  well  deserved. 
A  sketch  of  their  lives  appears  elsewliere  in  this  work. 

Harry  T.  Swanson  was  reared  upon  the  farm  where  he  still  lives  and  through 
assisting  his  father  gained  valuable  knowledge  of  agricultural  methods.  During  his 
boyhood  and  youth  he  also  devoted  considerable  time  to  attending  the  public 
schools,  thus  gaining  a  common-school  education.  He  now  owns  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  well  improved  land  and  devotes  his  attention  almost  entirely  to  its 
cultivation  and  improvement.  He  does  general  farming  and  as  he  plans  his  work 
well  and  uses  up-to-date  methods,  his  labor  yields  him  a  good  income. 
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j\Ir.  Swanson  was  united  in  marriage  to  iSIiss  Anna  Jensen,  a  native  of  Sweden 
and  a  daugiiter  of  Nels  Jensen.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  191],  leaving  a  daugh- 
ter, Edna. 

!Mr.  Swanson  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Ejjiscopal  church,  the 
work  of  wliich  he  furthers  in  every  way  posslMi  .md  the  teacliings  of  which  guide 
his  life.  In  carefully  managing  his  private  int(  iv  sts  iiul  in  enntiniiing  the  develop- 
ment of  his  farm  he  is  not  only  gaining  indi\  ichi.il  suc-ei  ss.  Imt  is  contributing  to  the 
agricultural  development  of  his  county.  He  is  widely  known  and  the  geiuiine  worth 
of  his  character  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  those  who  have  been  most  intimately 
associated  with  him  are  his  stanchest  friends. 


John  Gibbon   is  mayor  of  M 
honor  and   rrspnnsibility.      He 
ing  had   eliirnv  of  tlir  businesi 
native  of   Pnulu-ok,  sliire,  Wal, 
min  and  Mary   (Evans)   Gibbon, 
leaving  that  little  rock-ribbed  country  i 

way  to  Iowa  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  entered  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land  from  the  government.  He  there  eng.io.,]  in  farming  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  liis  d.iys.  liis  death  occurring  in  VMH\.  wliilr  liis  wife  survived  until  1909. 
They  were  consistent  Chrislian  people,  hol(lin^  luc  nilit  rsb.ip  in  the  Congregational 
thureh,  and  Mr.  Gibbon  served  as  deacon  in  the  local  church  organization  with 
which  he  was  connected.  In  politics  he  was  an  ardent  republican,  giving  stalwart 
support  to  the  party  and  its  principles.  In  fact,  he  displayed  many  sterling  traits 
of  character   which  made   him  valuable  as  a  man  and   a  citizen. 

Jolni. Gibbon  ac<]uired  a  good  Engli.sh  education  in  the  pul.lic  schools  of  Wis- 
consin and  in  liis  youth  began  working  on  the  home  farm,  so  tliat  he  earl_y  became 
familiar  with  tlie  b.st  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  for  the  crops.  Taking 
u).  til.'  jir.'f,  ssion  of  te.iehiiio-.  lu-  drvoted  twenty-two  years  to  that  work  in  Wis- 
consin and  ill  Platte  eoimty.  Nelu-aska.  jiroviiig  an  able  educator  by  reason  of  his 
ability  to  impart  clearly  and  readily  to  others  the  knowledge  that  he  had  acquired. 
In  1901  he  took  charge  of  the  business  of  the  Hord  Grain  Corapanj'.  This  has 
changed  hands  three  times  in  the  intervening  period  of  fourteen  years,  but  through 
all  of  the  changes  Mr.  (iilibon  bis  remained  with  the  company,  carefully  directing 
the  interests  of  tin  Imisiik  ss  it  tliis  |il  ut.  his  labors  being  attended  with  a  substan- 
tial measure  of  suec.  ss.  II.-  elos,  ly  studies  the  market,  knows  the  conditions  of 
the  trade  and  is  therefore  able  to  so  direct  his  efforts  as  to  make  the  business  at 
Monroe  a  profitable  one. 

On  the  15th  of  February.  1888.  Mr.  Gibbon  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Ella  Miller,  of  Monroe.  Wisconsin,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren: Raymond,  who  resid.  s  in  .'^mitli  Dakota:  Mary,  a  graduate  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  and  now  a  teaelu  r  at  Cr.stoii.  Nebraska;  Leslie,  at  home;  Gladys,  who 
is  also  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  and  resides  with  her  parents;  Audrey, 
a  graduate  of  the  local  high  school;  and  Laura,  Hazel  and  Maygie,  all  at  home. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  GIBBON 
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Fraternally  ^Ir.  Gibbon  is  connected  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men and  politicalh'  is  a  democrat.  He  has  served  as  central  committeeman  for 
Oconee  township  and  has  been  clerk  of  the  township  board.  He  is  now  serving 
as  mayor  of  Monroe  and  for  three  years  previously  filled  the  office.  His  record 
discloses  a  public-spirited  administration  characterized  by  needed  reforms  and  im- 
provements. He  has  also  been  the  secretary  of  the  Monroe  school  board  for  the 
past  eleven  years  and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  stalwart  champion.  His 
entire  life  has  been  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  progress  and  improvement,  and 
strong  purpose,  commendable  determination  and  laudable  ambition  have  carried  him 
into  important  business  relations. 


JOSEPH  M.  RROCKHAUS. 

JoseiJJi  M.  Brockhaus,  a  jiartner  in  the  firm  of  Braun  &  Brockhaus,  general  mer- 
chants of  Humphrey,  was  born  in  the  town  where  he  still  makes  liis  home  and  where 
he  has  won  for  himself  a  creditable  position  in  commercial  circles.  His  natal  day 
was  August  2,  iSSi,  his  parents  being  Frank  and  Johanna  (Fuchs)  Brockhaus.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Austria,  but  was  only  two  years  of  age  when  brought  by  her 
parents  to  the  new  world.  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  became  a 
carpenter,  learning  his  trade  in  the  Badger  state,  after  which  he  worked  at  car- 
pentering there  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  In  1876  he  came  to  Nebraska  with  his 
l)arents,  who  took  up  a  homestead  in  Platte  county,  but  Frank  Brockhaus  continued 
to  follow  carpentering  until  1893,  when  his  father  gave  him  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Granville  township  and  eighty  acres 
in  Grand  Prairie  township.  He  then  began  to  develop  and  improve  the  jiroperty, 
which  he  converted  into  fine  farms.  He  erected  the  buildings  upon  his  ))l.ice  in 
Granville  township  and  he  has  continuously  operated  his  land,  proving  as  capable 
in  the  occupation  of  agriculture  as  he  was  in  building.  He  has  purchased  more  land 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  an  entire  section.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren: Joseph  M.;  Henry;  two  daughters  who  were  named  ]\Iary  and  are  now 
deceased;  Rose:  Bernard;  Mathew;  Anna;  John;  and  Cecelia. 

Joseph  M.  Brockhaus  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired  liis  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  and  a  parochial  school  at  Humphrey.  During  the  periods 
of  vacation  he  became  familiar  with  the  work  of  the  farm  and  remained  with  his 
])arcnts  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  when  he  went  to  Oklahoma 
and  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  he  operated  for  a 
year.  He  tlien  rented  that  property  and  returned  to  Humphrey,  where  he  secured 
a  clerkshi]}  in  the  store  of  Diers  Brothers,  remaining  with  the  house  for  two  years. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  joined  William  P.  Braun  in  organizing  tiie  tirm 
of  Braun  &  Brockhaus  for  the  conduct  of  a  general  mercantile  business.  They  now 
carry  a  large  stock  and  enjoy  a  very  gratifying  patronage.  They  put  forfh  earnest 
efforts  to  please  their  customers  and  their  reasonable  prices  and  honorable  dealings 
also  constitute  features  of  their  growing  success.  The  firm  now  operates  a  cream 
station  in  Humphrey,  buying  and  selling  cream,  butter  and  eggs. 

On  the  26th  of  June.  1.01.').  .Mr.  Brockhaus  was  married  to  Miss  Rose  Eisen- 
nienger,  a  daugliter  of  Anton   and   Elizabeth   (Schelkopf)   Eisenmenger,  natives  of 
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Illinois,  in  wliich  state  the  father  carried  on  farming  until  1894,  when  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Platte  county  and  purchased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
in  Burrows  townslii)).  His  attention  has  since  been  given  to  its  further  cultivation 
and  the  result  of  his  labor  is  seen  in  well  tilled  fields,  which  annually  bring  forth 
golden  harvests.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brockhaus  have  become  the  parents  of  a  son,  Gerard, 
who  was  born  April  22,  1914.. 

In  religious  faith  the  parents  are  Catholics  and  Mr.  Brockhaus  belongs  also  to 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  He  votes  with  the 
democratic  party  and  is  loyal  in  support  of  its  principles.  Official  preferment  has 
no  attraction  for  him  as  he  desires  rather  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  the  man- 
agement of  a  growing  business,  and  already  he  has  attained  a  reputation  as  one  of 
the  leading  merchants  of  his  town. 


ALBERT  KURTH. 

Albert  Kurth  is  one  of  the  representative  young  business  men  of  Duncan,  where 
he  is  connected  with  commercial  pursuits  as  a  member  of  the  Duncan  Mercantile 
Company.  He  was  born  March  18,  1883,  in  Duncan,  a  son  of  Adolph  and  Mary 
Kurth,  natives  of  Switzerland.  The  fatlier  was  a  tinner  by  trade  and  after  crossing 
the  Atlantic  to  America  made  his  way  to  Neliraska  in  187G.  He  found  only  a  few 
settlers  in  Butler  township,  Platte  county,  and  became  identified  with  the  pioneer 
development  of  the  district.  He  assisted  in  building  the  branch  railroad  which  was 
extended  to  this  county  and  took  part  in  promoting  other  pioneer  projects.  He 
settled  first  on  the  Loup,  where  he  secured  a  homestead  claim  and  began  farming, 
but  the  drouth  and  the  grasshoppers  took  all  of  his  crops  in  the  early  years.  The 
first  winter  all  that  the  family  had  to  eat  was  corn  and  they  used  roasted  wheat  as 
a  substitute  for  coffee.  The  father  followed  his  trade  in  Duncan  for  a  time  in  order 
to  provide  funds  to  meet  the  wants  of  his  family.  In  his  later  years  he  was  in  ill 
health  and  he  passed  away  in  Duncan  in  1890,  when  but  forty-five  years  of  age.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed  church  and  his  life  measured  up  to  high 
standards.     His  widow  survives  and  is  living  in  Duncan  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 

Albert  Kurth  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Platte  county.  At 
ten  j-ears  of  age  he  began  herding  cattle  for  Lewis  Jones,  of  Butler  township,  for 
which  he  received  one  dollar  per  week.  The  next  year  he  acted  as  cook  for  his 
brothers,  going  to  Scribner,  Nebraska,  and  for  two  years  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand 
at  six  dollars  per  month.  He  then  returned  to  Duncan  and  for  four  years  was  in 
the  employ  ,,r  Il.rninn  Ernst.  In  the  meantime  his  mother  had  removed  to  Colum- 
bus, wht  re  he  joined  her,  and  in  that  city  secured  employment  in  a  brick  yard.  He 
also  drove  a  dairy  wagon  in  Portland,  Oregon,  for  six  months,  but  after  a  brief 
period  spent  in  the  northwest  returned  to  Nebraska,  where  he  became  connected 
with  farming  interests.  He  also  worked  in  a  livery  barn  at  Columbus  for  three  years, 
was  emjiloyed  to  drive  a  delivery  wagon  and  also  worked  in  stores  at  Columbus  for 
five  yens.  In  the  meantime  he  had  carefully  saved  his  earnings  until  his  industry 
and  economy  brought  him  sufficient  capital  to  enable  him  to  engage  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  then  removed  to  Duncan  and  organized  the  Duncan  Mercantile 
Company  in  April.  1910.     He  now  has  a  very  complete  stock  of  general  merchandise 
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and  is  at  the  head  of  a  growing  business,  which  was  originally  conducted  as  a  partner- 
ship under  the  style  of  Schram  &  Kurth,  but  after  a  year  he  purchased  his  partner's 
interest  and  the  business  is  now  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Duncan  Mer- 
cantile Company  with  Mr.  Kurth  as  general  manager,  secretary  and  treasurer.  He 
lias  built  up  a  large  trade  and  Iiis  success  is  well  merited,  for  in  his  business  career 
he  has  ever  been  industrious,  energetic  and  honest. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1910,  jMr.  Kurth  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Estella 
Welch,  a  daughter  of  Henry  W.leli.  aiul  th,  y  liave  two  children,  Mary  and  Leonard. 
:^Ir.  Kurth  holds  membershi).  with  thr  Mn.l,  rn  W„„(ln„n  ,.f  America  at  Columbus, 
with  the  Sons  of  Herman  and  tlic-  rrat.riial  OriKr  of  Eagles.  While  in  Columbus 
he  served  for  seven  years  as  a  member  of  the  fire  department  and  was  foreman  of 
Hose  Company  No.  2.  He  was  active  in  organizing  the  town  of  Duncan  and  has 
served  as  a  member  of  its  council.     He  is  always  interested  in  everything  pertaining 


to  the 
to  the 


ing  his  o 


ral  welfare  and  as  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed  church  contributes 
1  progress  of  the  community.  In  fact,  he  cooperates  in  all  measures  rela- 
public  good  and  his  influence  is  always  on  the  side  of  right  and  progress, 
•hell  most  lioys  were  liaving  the  privilege  of  attending  school  he  was  earn- 
1  lixiui;-  ,111(1  liis  entire  life  has  been  one  of  unfaltering  industry,  his  jjcr- 
ifst  lalior  liriiiging  the  success  which  is  now  his. 


A.  O.  PEARSON. 


iiiug  interests  of  Oconee  township  find  a  worthy  representative  in  A.  O. 
.  who  is  devoting  his  time  and  energies  to  the  further  development  and  im- 
■nt  of  his  farm  of  two  hundred  and  eleven  acres  situated  on  section  17.  He 
restntative  of  that  substantial  class  of  citizens  that  Sweden  has  furnished  to 
nty.  for  lie  wis  born  in  the  northern  part  of  Sweden,  July  29,  1867,  and  in 
intry  rcriiaiiud  until  he  reached  his  fifteenth  year,  coming  with  his  parents 
on-school  education  in  his 
id  ex]ierience  has  since  brought  to  him  broad  knowledge,  particularly 
which  he  has  chosen  as  a  life  work.  For  some  time  after  coming  to 
l,d  his  father  in  farming,  but.  d.sinnis  of  st.irtinir  in  biisiiirss  for  liim- 
iscd  his  ])n-scnt  place  and  has  since  1m  nt  liis  i  iirri:iis  to  ils  cnli  i\  ation 
ent.  The  farm  presents  an  .•ittr.iclivc  .■ii)|ir;ir,inc'c.  tor  upon  it  is  a 
and  large  and  snlistaiitial  liariis  and  outbuildings.      He  has  prospered 


to  the   United   Stat 
native  land  and  ex 


residenc 


lanaged  a 


in  his  undertakings,  for  liis  work  is  ,:,i 

industry  actuates  him  in  all  of  liis  Imsiiuss  pursuits.     He  raises 

in  addition  to  general  farming  and  his  fields  bring  forth  rich 

care  and  cultivation  which  he  bestows  upon  them.     His  work  is 

to  modern  scientific  methods  and  his  place  is  thoroughly  pleas 

appearance. 

On  the  24th  of  December.  1903,  Mr.  Pearson  was  married  to  ^Miss  Florence 
Mitchell,  a  daughter  of  Lee  Mitchell,  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
the  following  named:  Edward,  Anton,  Sarah,  Ura,  Lee,  George,  Homer,  Leonard 
and  Oakley,  all  of  whom  are  at  home. 
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LYTTON   FRANKLIN. 

Lytton  Franklin  is  the  proprietor  of  a  general  mercantile  store  at  Monroe,  and 
his  long  experience  makes  it  possible  for  him  to  know  the  wishes  and  desires  of  the 
public,  his  busuns.s  iiu-.isurcs  up  to  high  standards  of  commercial  ethics,  and  his 
success  is  the  uuril,  ,1  r.  ward  ,.i  el<.s,-  applicali,.n  and  honorable  dealing.  Iowa 
claims  Mr.  Franklin  as  a  nati\r  son.  his  l.irlh  having  occurred  in  Adams  county, 
September  30,  JS7(j,  his  parents  being  Levi  VV.  and  Elizabeth  Franklin.  The 
father,  a  native  of  Ohio,  was  born  in  Ashtabula  county  in  183-i.  His  father,  Harry 
Franklin,  being  a  shoemaker,  he  learned  and  followed  this  trade,  working  at  it  most 
of  the  time.  When  a  young  man  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Crawford  countj', 
Indiana,  and  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Hardin  in  1858.  He  enlisted  in  the  army 
August  14,  1862,  with  Company  G,  Sixty-sixth  Indiana  Regiment.  He  was  taken 
l)ris()n(  r  .it  I.rxiiigton,  Kentucky.  He  participated  in  battles  at  Columbus,  South 
Carolina,  at  C  ornith.  at  Koine.  Georgia,  and  marched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea. 
He  was  diseharged  Ironi  service  June  3,  1>SG.J.  at  \\'ashington,  D.  C.  In  1873  he 
and  liis  wife  removed  to  (  arlion.  Iowa.  tra\eliiig  in  wagons  drawn  by  ox  teams,  and, 
there  began  farming.  He  also  wDrkc d  in  the  coal  mines  at  that  place.  Mrs. 
Franklin  was  the  daugliter  of  .Mr.  and   .Mrs.   .Meridith  Hardin,  natives  of  Virginia 

in   (  rawiord   eoni.ty.    Indiana,  .s,  ptc  niher   12,   1813,  and  was  one  of  a    lainily   of   live. 
.Mr.   and    Mrs.    1  ranklm    were   the   parents   of  three   sons   and   two  dauohters.   Alonzo, 
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Sh,  n.uHh.ali.  Iowa.  He  made  a  start  in  tlu-  w,n-k.ulay  w.irhl  l.y  s,euriiig  ,anpl,.yni,-nt 
in  a  store  in  Carbon,  at  ten  dollars  p,r  month.  It  was  l.y  means  ,)!  his  labors  that  he 
w;is  eii.ahled  to  make  his  way  tlir,)ugli  the  advancd  schools  which  he  attended. 
After  his  graduation  he  again  worked  in  a  general  store,  and  after  a  few  years 
bought  a  small  establishment,  consisting  of  groceries  and  .meats,  in  the  town  where  he 
was  raised,  and  received  the  appointment  as  postmaster  there.  Later  he  went  to 
C^orning,  Iowa,  and  was  employed  as  shoe  salesman  in  A.  B.  Turner's  store.  The 
year   \90C>  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Monroe,  Nebraska,  where  he  became  one  of  the 
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successors  to  the  business  of  J.  E.  Dack  &  Company,  under  the  firm  name  of  Coulter 
&  Franklin.  A  year  later  they  dissolved  partnership  and  he  conducted  the  business 
under  the  .style  of  L.  P'raliklin.  He  has  a  good  clean  stock  of  general  merchandise, 
and  the  a])|)ointments  of  his  store  are  attractive.  He  makes  it  his  purpose  to  please 
his  j)atron.s  in  every  possible  way  and  in  his  dealing  never  deviates  from  high 
standards  of  business  integrity. 

In  1906  .Mr.  Franklin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jessie  Stokes,  of  Corning, 
Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Stokes.  Mr.  Stokes  was  born  in  Putnam 
county,  Indiana,  in  1852,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1880.  In  1881  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Luella  V.  Morris,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Morris,  of 
Brooks,  Iowa,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Adams  county.  Before  her 
marriage  she  was  engaged  in  teaching  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stokes  owned  land 
.•md  were  engaged  in  farming  in  Adams  county  until  1906,  when  they  moved  to 
Corning  to  secure  better  school  advantages.  After  moving  to  Corning  he  worked  at 
the  cMiiH  nti  r  trade  until  1909,  since  which  time  he  has  been  employed  as  rural  mail, 
carri,  r.  H,  is  still  active  in  public  affairs  and  is  now  one  of  the  well  known  and 
liighly  i-csiHctcd  residents  of  Corning.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  Masonic 
lodge  since  1871.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church,  which  indicates  the 
high  i)rinciples  that  govern  him  in  his  relations  of  life.  Mrs.  Franklin,  the  first  child, 
was  born  in  1883.  near  Brooks,  Iowa.  She  attended  the  country  school  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  began  teaching.  She  later  attended  the  Corning  Academy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Franklin  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children,  Elizabeth  Lovella  and 
Thomas  Lytton. 

In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Franklin  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  holding  membership 
with  Mystic  Lodge,  No.  321,  and  also  with  the  canton  and  the  Rebekah  degrees.  He 
aided  in  organizing  Mystic  Lodge,  Xo.  321,  of  which  he  became  a  charter  member, 
was  the  first  secretary,  and  has  held  all  of  the  other  offices.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  lodge  of  Corning.  In  politics  he  is  a  standpat  republican,  believing  firmly 
in  the  principles  and  policy  of  the  party,  from  which  he  has  never  deviated.  For 
eight  years  he  filled  the  office  of  village  clerk,  and  at  all  times  he  has  been  regarded 
as  one  of  the  progressive  and  valuable  residents  of  Monroe.  Of  the  Methodist 
church  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin  are  active  members,  and  he  is  one  of  its  trustees. 
While  he  has  made  steady  advancement  in  business,  he  has  never  allowed  material 
things  to  so  monopolize  his  time  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  participate 
in  public  affairs  or  in  church  work.  In  a  word,  lie  has  recognized  his  duties  and 
obligations  in  every  relation  and  has  done  much  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  his 
community. 


DENIS  REGAN. 

Denis  Regan,  a  well  known  and  highly  respected  farmer  of  Shell  Creek  township, 
living  on  section  -1,  was  born  in  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  on  the  8th  of  September, 
1836.  He  has  therefore  passed  the  seventy-ninth  milestone  on  life's  journey,  being 
one  of  the  venerable  residents  of  his  district.  His  parents,  Richard  and  Nora  (Con- 
land)  Regan,  were  farming  people  of  Ireland  and  there  Denis  Regan  was  reared, 
acquiring   a    good    education    in    the    public   schools.      The   school    session    continued 


622       PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

through  the  summer  as  well  as  the  winter  months,  with  a  half-day  holiday  on  Satur- 
day. j\Ir.  Regan  continued  his  residence  in  his  native  country  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twtnty  y.  us.  when  in  1856,  attracted  by  the  business  ojiportunities  which  he 
heard  existtd  in  tin  new  world,  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  made  his  way  to 
Bureau  county.  Illiiidis.  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  fourteen  years.  In  1871 
he  arrived  in  XclnMsk,-,  ,iiiil  lionusteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  -1, 
Shell  Creek  towiislnp.  «liirli  lie  still  owns,  the  place  being  c.dlcd  tiic  15usIunount 
Farm.  He  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the  further  development  and  improvement  of 
the  property  as  the  years  have  gone  by  and  has  raised  stock  for  tlie  market,  thereby 
adding  materially  to  his  annual  income.  He  has  fenced  and  cross  fenced  his  place, 
thus  dividing  it  into  fields  of  convenient  size,  and  there  are  good  buildings  upon  his 
land.  In  fact,  all  the  equipments  and  accessories  of  the  model  farm  are  there  to  be 
found  and  the  owner  has  ever  been  regarded  as  a  man  of  energy  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  Regan  married  Miss  Margaret  Halland,  whose  birth  occurred  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  March  3,  1839,  and  who  passed  away  on  the  3d  of  March,  1911.  To 
them  were  born  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  survive,  as  follows :  Richard,  who  has 
represented  his  county  in  the  state  legislature  during  three  terms;  Daniel,  at  home; 
Thomas,  living  in  Joliet  township;  John,  who  is  a  resident  of  Add,  Iowa;  Mary,  who 
makes  her  home  in  St.  Edward,  Nebraska;  Margaret;  Patrick;  and  Jessie,  at  home. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Regan  has  alwaj-s  been  a  democrat  since  becoming  a 
naturalized  American  citizen,  but  has  never  been  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office 
seeking.  However,  he  was  one  of  the  first  directors  in  his  school  district  and  filled 
that  position  for  twenty-four  years.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Catholic,  holding 
membership  in  the  church  at  Platte  Center.  His  life  has  been  one  of  industry  and 
perseverance  and  his  diligence  and  (Ictrruiinatinn  ha\c  enabled  him  to  work  his  way 
steadily  upward,  bringing  to  him  a  substantial  competence  that  supplies  him  with 
all  of  the  comforts  and  some  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 


RICHARD  S.  DICKINSON. 

Richard  S.  Dickinson,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Platte  county  for  nearly  a  third 
of  a  century,  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  its  leading  and  influential  citizens  and 
has  twice  served  as  mayor  of  Columbus.  He  is  the  vice  president  of  the  Journal 
Company,  but  now  devotes  his  attention  merely  to  the  supervision  of  his  investments. 
His  birth  occurred  in  St.  I.oiiis.  Missouri,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1859,  his  parents  being 
Ebenezer  D.  and  Helen  (  Hcfi'crnaii )  Dickinson,  the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
and  the  latter  of  Ireland.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
Ebenezer  I).  Dickinson  passed  away  in  Chicago  in  1867,  while  the  demise  of  his 
wife  occurred  in  Kankakee,  Illinois,  in  1880.  Richard  S.  Dickin.son,  the  paternal 
grandfatlier  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 

Richard  S.  Dickinson  was  graduated  from  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Col- 
lege at  Amherst  in  1 879  and  four  years  later  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  here 
successfully  carrying  on  farming  for  fifteen  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  took  up  his  abode  in  Columbus,  where  he  has  remained  continuously  to  the  present 
time.     He  is  no  longer  actively  identified  with  business  interests,  however,  giving  his 
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attention  only  to  the  supervision  of  his  investments,  which  include  farm  ijroixrty  and 
other  holdings. 

On  the  i;5th  of  February,  1885,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Dickinson  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Leona  M.  Holden,  her  father  being  Oscar  Holden,  a  native  of 
Vermont.  Their  children  are  three  in  number,  namely:  Oscar  Dwight,  Robert 
Smith  and  Elton  Gilbert. 

Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  reijublican  in  politics  and  has  twice  served  as  mayor  of  Colum- 
bus, giving  to  the  city  most  beneficial,  businesslike  and  progressive  administrations. 
He  likewise  served  as  president  cil  llic  C  cilumhus  Commercial  Club  for  one  term  and 
in  that  capacity  promoted  the  mate  ri.il  iiilc  rests  of  the  city  in  marked  degree.  His 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Congregational  ihureh  and  he  is  a  worthy  exemplar  of 
tiie  Masonic  fraternity.  His  public-spirited  devotion  to  the  general  good  is  manifest 
in  many  ways,  including  a  loyal  support  of  all  the  projects  and  measures  which  are 
undertaken  for  the  upbuilding  and  welfare  of  his  city  and  county. 


CHARLES  POTTER. 


Charles  Potter  has  spent  practically  his  entire  life  in  Platte  county,  although 
a  native  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having  there  occurred— in  Kane  county— on  the  -Ith  of 
July,  1870.  He  is  a  son  of  John  Potter,  of  whom  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in 
this  work,  and  he  was  only  eight  years  of  age  when  the  family  left  Illinois  and  came 
to  Nebraska,  taking  up  their  abode  on  section  29,  Lost  Creek  township,  Platte  county. 
As  his  age  and  strength  increased  Charles  Potter  aided  more  and  more  largely  in 
the  work  of  the  fields  upon  the  home  place  and  through  the  winter  seasons  he 
attended  the  public  schools,  thus  acquiring  a  fair  education.  He  continued  to  assist 
his  father  upon  the  home  farm  until  1892,  when  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he 
started  out  in  business  on  his  own  account,  but  made  no  change  in  his  occupation,  for 
he  found  farming  congenial  and  hoped  to  make  it  a  profitable  pursuit  for  himself. 
He  began  on  sections  32  and  33,  Lost  Creek  township,  where  he  has  four  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  rich  and  valuable  land,  his  home  being  on  section  33.  He  is 
today  one  of  the  most  extensive  agriculturists  of  his  township  and  also  one  of  the 
most  progressive.  In  his  farm  work  he  uses  all  modern  implements  and  machinery, 
including  a  tractor  engine,  and  he  employs  the  most  advanced  methods  that  science 
advocates  in  the  care  and  cultivation  of  his  land.  He  has  erected  new  buildings 
upon  his  farm  and  everything  is  kept  in  excellent  condition.  There  is  no  indication 
of  slack  methods  in  his  work.  Everything  is  done  at  the  proper  time  and  in  the 
proper  way  and  energy  and  determination  have  carried  him  far  on  the  road  to 
prosperity. 

Mr.  Potter  is  now  local  agent  for  the  Farmers  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of 
Lincoln  and  since  accepting  the  ]insition  has  largely  increased  the  business  of  that 
concern.  He  is  a  man  of  mark,,!  aliilily.  I.irceful  and  resourceful,  and  his  efforts 
have  won  success  along  all  the  vari<iiis  liii,  s  to  which  he  has  turned  his  attention. 
He  is  now  a  stockholder  in  tlie  Farmers  Elevator  Company  of  Monroe,  of  which 
he  is  serving  as  a  director,  is  the  vice  president  of  the  Monroe  Coal  Company  and 
is  also  financially  interested  in  the  Monroe  Independent  Telephone  Company. 

In  1893  Mr.  Potter  was  united  in  marriage  to  ]\Iiss  Lena  Talbitzer,  her  father 
being  Charles   W.   Talbitzer,   a  sketch   of   whom   appears   on   another   page   of   this 
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work.  She  passed  away  in  October,  1909,  leaving  four  children,  namely:  Ralph, 
Paul,  Edna  and  Harold.  Several  years  later  Mr.  Potter  wedded  Margaret  Dirsch, 
of  Madison  county,  Nebraska. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Potter  is  a  democrat,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office  nor  sought  other  reward  for  party  fealty.  He  has,  however,  served  as 
school  director  for  four  years  and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  stalwart 
champion.  P'raternally  he  is  connected,  with  the  local  organizations  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Monroe. 
He  keeps  thoroughly  in  touch  with  the  topics  of  the  times,  is  ever  ready  to  support 
his  position  by  intelligent  argument  and  is  always  willing  to  forward  movements 
for  the  interests  of  Platte  county  and  especiall}'  to  advance  better  farming  conditions 
and  qualifications.  On  his  banner  is  emblazoned  the  word  onward,  and  realizing 
that  industry  is  the  basis  of  all  honorable  success,  he  has  made  industry  the  beacon 
light  of  his  life. 


GEORGE    BERNEY. 


One  is  apt  to  consider  the  pioneer  period  of  Platte  county  as  covering  the  decade 
between  1870  and  1880.  Long  years  before  that  time,  however,  George  Berney 
arrived  in  this  county  and  through  the  intervening  period  until  his  death  was  closely 
associated  with  business  affairs  and  public  interests  which  have  left  their  impress 
upon  till  initi  liil  -nid  political  upbuilding  of  the  county  and  its  development  in 
many  \v,i\  ^.  11.  u  ri\  ed  in  Columbus  in  1857,  when  the  site  of  the  now  populous  and 
prosperous  city  wis  marked  by  only  a  log  cabin  or  two.  His  life  was  in  many 
respects  eventful  .iiul  eci\tr<il  a  wide  range  of  experiences — experiences  from  which 
he  learned  many  \,ilu.il)li  liic  lessons.  A  native  of  the  land  of  the  Alps,  he  was  born 
in  Volz,  Canton  Grisons,  Switzerland,  January  30,  1832,  his  parents  being  Anton 
and  Ursula  (Furger)  Berney,  and  was  but  six  years  of  age  when  his  mother  died. 
Three  years  later  his  father  married  again,  and  on  that  account  he  left  home  to 
provide  for  his  own  support,  and  for  two  years  he  was  employed  at  herding  cattle  in 
Lindau,  Germany.  He  then  went  to  Milan,  Italy,  where  he  made  his  home  with  an 
uncle,  who  was  proprietor  of  a  hotel,  assisting  there  in  work  connected  with  the 
hotel.  He  became  actively  interested  in  the  revolution  of  1848,  was  made  a  prisoner 
by  the  Austrians  and  nearly  lost  his  life  in  the  blowing  up  of  an  armory.  Finally 
he  escaped  and  eventually  made  his  way  to  his  old  home  in  Switzerland,  where  he 
arrived  in  IS^S. 

Mr.  Berney  had  studied  European  conditions,  and  with  his  love  of  liberty, 
resolved  to  seek  "the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave."  It  was  in  the  fall 
of  1854  that  he  consummated  his  plans  for  coming  to  the  new  world  and  in  the 
spring  of  1855,  then  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was  at  work  in  the  lumber  woods 
of  northern  Wisconsin,  meeting  the  hardships  incident  to  cutting  timber  in  that  region. 
He  afterward  went  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  secured  employment  on  a  steamer 
plying  between  that  city  and  Mobile.  In  1856,  at  St.  Louis,  he  learned  that  sixty 
men  were  wanted  to  drive  cattle  and  teams  to  California  from  western  Kansas  and 
mnde  inquiries  concerning  this,  paying  one  dollar  of  his  hard-earned  money  for  the 
information.     On  reaching  western  Kansas  he  found  that  his  informant  had  merely 
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'indled  him  out  of  his  money  and  in  May,  1856,  he  made  his  way  northward  to 
naha,  from  which  date  he  was  numbered  among  Nebraska's  substantial  residents. 
I'rom  his  boyhood  Mr.  Berney  had  known  nothing  but  hard  work  and  liis  charac- 
ristic  spirit  of  industry  at  once  caused  him  to  seek  employment  in  Omaha,  which  he 
und  with  John  H.  Green,  a  stonemason.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  his  employer  sent 
m,  in  company  with  P'red  Gottschalk  and  Fred  Becker,  to  Columbus  with  two  yoke 

oxen  to  cut  logs  for  a  new  sawmill  which  had  just  been  started,  but  when  within 
ree  miles  of  Fremont  the  oxen  became  stuck  in  the  snow.     Mr.  Berney  volunteered 

remain  with  the  teams  while  the  other  two  men  should  proceed  to  Fremont,  then  a 
mlet  of  three  log  huts,  and  secure  aid.  The  storm  became  a  blinding  blizzard  and 
r.  Berney  nearly  perished  before  rescue  reached  liim.  The  next  day  the  little  party 
d  to  return  to  Omaha,  uiialih'  to  eDiiliinir  mi  tli,  ii-  westward  way  through  the  snow. 
In  .March,  18.-.7.  .Mr.  Berney  trav,  Ird  ,„i  I..,,!  lr..„i  Omaha  to  Columbus,  carrying 
I  of  his  provisions  in  liis  eaii.))  kit.     W  lini  h,    r,  .ulud  Shell  creek  he  .suilered  from 
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had  been  yielding  him  a  good  financial  reward. 

^Ir.  Berney  then  turned  to  freighting  between  Omaha  and  Denver,  engaging  in 
that  business  for  a  year.  On  one  of  his  trips  from  Omaha,  reaching  Fort  Kearney 
he  was  stojiped  by  the  soldiers  on  account  of  the  Indians,  as  they  had  destroyed  and 
killed  e\cry thing  for  about  two  hundred  miles  west  of  them.  He  was  obliged  to  stay 
there  about  seven  days;  by  this  tiim-  about  five  hundred  teams  had  gathered.  They 
then  made  their  way  through  in  trains,  eaiiipinn  at  night  about  fifty  teams  together. 
When  reaching  Denver  he  got  twenty  dollars  a  sack  for  his  flour,  which  cost  him  three 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  Omaha— a  very  handsome  profit,  but  freighting  on  the 
frontier  among  bands  of  hostile  Indians  is  certainly  an  experience  that  the  young 
man  of  today  would  think  he  could  not  endure.     Pioneers  were  born  not  made. 

After  this  he  again  came  to  Nebraska,  traveling  by  stage  in  the  spring  of  1865. 
Making  his  way  to  Columbus,  he  married  and  then  took  up  his  abode  on  a  homestead 
five  miles  southwest  of  Columbus,  turning  his  attention  to  the  raising  of  cattle  and 
hogs,  which  business  he  conducted  on  an  extensive  scale.     He  was  the  first  man  in 
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Platte  county  to  ship  corn-fed  cattle  to  the  Chicago  market.  Some  time  afterward 
he  sold  his  original  farm  and  jjiirchased  a  larger  tract  of  land  near  the  Platte,  resid- 
ing thereon  until   ISHJ.  wlicn  he  removed  to  Columbus  to  spend  his  declining  days. 

Mr.  Berncy  spok,-  f„ur  lantruajivs,  German,  English,  French  and  Italian.  In 
1881  he  made  a  trij)  to  liis  native  country,  visiting  France,  Switzerland,  Italy  and 
the  principal  towns  in  those  countries.  In  1889  he  again  made  a  trip  to  those  coun- 
tries seeing  the  World's  F.iir  at  Paris,  in  company  with  Robert  Kummer  and  John 
Gisin.     In  1908  he  made  the  tliird  trip  to  Switzerland,  remaining  one  year. 

Mr.  Berney  was  married  February  27,  1865,  to  Miss  Rosa  Hengeller  who  was 
born  October  13,  18i7,  in  Unter-Egeri,  Canton  Zug,  Switzerland.  She  was  brought 
to  America  by  her  parents,  Franz  and  Magdalena  Hengeller,  in  1854,  and  in  1858 
the  family  came  to  Platte  county  and  settled  nine  miles  northeast  of  Columbus,  where 
seven  years  later  she  became  the  wife  of  George  Berney.  Her  children,  wth  the 
exception  of  Joseph  Berney,  now  county  assessor  of  Platte  county,  preceded  her  to 
the  great  beyond.  In  1881  Mrs.  Berney  was  married  to  Leo  Merz  in  the  state  of 
Washington,  who  died  about  twenty  years  ago,  after  which  Mrs.  Merz  returned  to 
Nebraska  and  passed  away  at  her  home  in  David  City,  February  10,  1913,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Berney  family  lot  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  of  Columbus. 

The  death  of  George  Berney  occurred  February  13,  1915,  at  which  time  he  was 
the  oldest  pioneer  of  Columbus.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  parish  cemetery.  His  was  indeed  an  active  and  useful  life  and 
as  an  agriculturist  he  contributed  largely  to  the  development  and  progress  of  Platte 
county,  where  he  had  a  circle  of  friends  who  esteemed  him  highly  for  his  many 
sterling  traits  of  character  and  liis  genuine  worth.  No  history  of  the  county  would 
be  complete  without  extended  reference  to  him  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present 
his  history  to  the  readers  of  this  volume. 


JOSEPH  F.  BERNEY. 
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There  is  no  gainsaying  that  Joseph  F.  Berney  is  o 
spected  and  honored  citizens  of  Platte  county,  for  this 
election  to  the  office  of  county  assessor,  on  wji 
democrats  and  indorsed  by  the  progressives  and  the  i 
uniform  regard  nit.  rt.nn,  ,1  for  him  is  the  result  of  a 
principal  featurt  s  b;nc  In  t  n  enterprise  and  integrity  ii 
ship  and  consideration  for  the  rights  and  jirivileges  of  others  at  all  times. 

Mr.  Berney  was  born  June  7,  1867,  on  a  fann  five  mil,  s  southwest  of  Columbus, 
his  parents  being  George  and  Rosa  Benny,  wlio  were  aiiionu-  the  oldest  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Platte  county  and  of  whom  mention  is  ni/ule  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  He  attended  St.  Francis  Aead,  my  in  the  years  1879  and  1880  and  in  the  fall 
of  the  latter  year,  when  a  youtli  of  thirteen,  he  went  to  the  state  of  Washington, 
where  he  was  employed  for  six  months  on  a  hop  farm  six  miles  from  Tacoma.  He 
later  spent  a  year  working  on  a  pack-train,  packing  provisions  on  mules  and  liorses 
into  the  coal  prospect  camps  in  the  Cascade  mountains  from  Newcastle,  Washington. 
Subsequently  he  spent  a  year  in  working  in  sawmills  and  logging  camps  and  later  he 
spent  four  years  as  a  coal  miner  in  the  Black  Diamond,  Franklin  and   Newcastle 
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mines  of  Washington.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  from  early  boyhood  his  life  has  been 
one  of  untiring  industry  and  he  early  learned  the  value  of  persist.nt,  c  .iriu  si  and 
honorable  work.  On  leaving  Washington  he  removed  to  California  and  s]..  ni  lour 
months  in  the  gold  mines  at  Forest  Hill.  After  about  five  months  on  a  lann  nrar 
Antioch,  California,  during  which  period  he  attained  his  majority,  he  returned  to 
Nebraska  to  see  his  father. 

His  edueational  privileges  up  to  this  time  had  been  very  limited,  owing  to  the 
fact  tliat  he  started  out  so  early  to  earn  his  living,  and  upon  his  return  to  this  state 
his  father  sent  him  to  the  Omaha  Business  College  in  1889.  After  a  year's  attend- 
ance he  was  graduated  and  secured  a  position  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Colum- 
bus in  1890.  He  resigned  as  assistant  cashier  of  that  insliUition  in  1901.  In  1891, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  bank,  he  was  ,  l,rl,d  rity  trrasur.r.  in  which  connection 
he  made  so  creditable  a  record  that  he  was  r<(  Kelt  d  ,iiul  eoiitinuicl  for  two  terms, 
retiring  from  the  position  as  he  had  entered  it — with  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  all  concerned.  In  1901  he  bought  out  the  agricultural  implement  business  of  C. 
S.  Easton  on  Eleventh  street  and  continued  actively  in  trade  there  for  four  and 
one-half  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  out.  He  afterward  went  upon  the 
road  as  traveling  salesman  for  the  Acme  Harvester  Company,  spending  one  year 
as  representative  of  that  corporation  in  the  south  half  of  the  state.  His  next  busi- 
ness move  was  in  the  lumber  trade  at  Columbus  in  partnership  with  G.  W.  Viergutz. 
After  a  year,  however,  he  disposed  of  his  lialf  interest  in  that  undertaking  and 
bought  out  the  agricultural  implement  business  of  j\Irs.  K.  A.  Kehoe  at  Platte 
Center,  Nebraska,  conducting  the  store  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
sold  out. 

On  tlie  6th  of  September,  189'2,  Mr.  Berney  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eva 
Schilz,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  October  28,  ISTl,  her  parents 
being  William  and  Elizabeth  Seliilz,  of  Columbus,  who  are  natives  of  Germany. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  St.  Francis  Academy  of  Columbus,  Nebraska,  and  by  her  mar- 
riage has  become  the  mother  of  six  ehildrni.  namely:  EiIk  line  Margaret,  who  was 
born  April  3,  189i,  and  passed  away  on  Ihi  Jlth  of  Nov.mber,  1896;  Lillian 
Catherine,  who  was  born  January  22,  ISiHi.  xvas  ..lucahd  in  St.  Francis  Academy  of 
Columbus  and  is  a  school  teacher  by  profession;  Josepli  CJcorge,  whose  birth  occurred 
September  8,  1898,  and  who  is  now  attending  the  Catholic  College  for  Boys  at 
Spalding.  Nebraska;  Paul  William,  who  was  horn  May  3,  1901.  and  is  a  student 
in  the  Columbus  high  school;  George  Anthony,  wlio  was  Ixirn  .Tanuary  ".  1901,  and 
is  attending  St.  Francis  Academy;  and  fahnond  (niili'ny.  who  was  bnrn  NoMiiiber 
18,   1906,  and  is  now  attending  the  Nelir.isk.a   .Selio.il   for  llir   Dial   at   Omaha,   Ne- 

Mr.  Berney  has  always  been  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  democratic  party  .md 
his  fitness  for  office  is  widely  recognized,  for  he  regards  a  public  office  as  a  public 
trust  and  moreover  has  ability  to  diseharj^c  the  duties  counect'td  therewith.  In 
1912  he  was  nominated  by  the  democrats  lor  ciunty  assessor,  .and  as  the  nominatinn 
was  indorsed  by  both  the  republican  and  ina.^r.  ssi\ ,  i,.n-tirs.  lie  was  ehetrd  witlioul 
opposition  to  the  office,  which  he  is  now  acceptably  tilling.  In  business  he  has  been 
generally  successful  and  as  an  employe  was  never  discharged.  He  is  now  in  com- 
fortable circumstances,  having  a  good  income  which  enables  him  to  enjoy  not  only 
tlie  necessities,  but  some  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  In  the  summer  of  1915,  in  company 
with  his  wife,  their  daughter  Lillian  and  son  Edmond,  he  visited  the  San  Francisco 
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and  San  Diego  expositions  and  other  points  of  interest  on  the  Pacific  coast.  He  has 
a  wide  acquaintance  in  Platte  count}',  where  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been 
passed,  and  tliat  he  is  most  popuhir  and  highly  esteemed  is  indicated  in  his  election 
without  opposition  to  the  office  which  he  is  now  so  creditably  and  acceptably  filling. 


THOMAS  H.  JOHNSOX. 

Thomas  H.  Johnson  was  a  well  known  representative  of  agricultural  interests  in 
Platte  county,  where  he  lived  for  over  thirty  years,  winning  the  respect,  confidence 
and  Rood  will  of  all  with  whom  he  w.-is  associated.  His  entire  life  was  p,-issed  in 
the  iMi.icUr  west,  his  birth  having  oeeurr,  ,1  in  Hureau  c.unty.  Illinois,  on  the  19th  of 
May.  I.S.-,S.  his  parents  being  Hugh  and  Mary  (MeXannie)  .lohnson.  In  attending 
tlir  piiMic  srliools  hr  ,,l,t;iinr(l  a  lair  nlue.ition  and  through  vacition  ji.riods  and 
allrr  Ins  school  days  w,  r,  ov,  r  workrd  upon  the  honir  farm,  early  beeounng  familiar 
with  all  the  labor  uieidenl  to  the  development  of  the  fields.  He  remained  a  resident 
of  his  native  state  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  when  in  188:2  he 
came  to  Nebraska,  making  Platte  county  his  destination.  He  settled  in  Columbus 
township,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  which  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  bent  his  energies  to  the  culti\  itiou  of  tlu  fields  and  the  rich  soil  readily 
responded  to  the  care  and  labor  which  Ik  l,  stn\\<  il  upon  it.  As  the  years  passed 
he  gained  a  fair  measure  of  success  and  wa.s  thus  able  to  purchase  eighty  acres  more, 
owning  bis  (uigin.il  farm  until  1898,  when  he  sold  that  property  and  removed  to 
Colunilius  townshi]).  wliere  he  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  culti- 
vatetl  until  bis  dtatli.  He  worked  bard  and  his  industry,  indefatigable  determination 
and  unfalt,  ring  p,  rs,  n  ,  ran,-,    w,ui  biui  success. 

On  the  :;ist  of  .Innuary.  ISS.;.  Mr.  .Johnson  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary 
B.  Fleniiug.  a  n.tiv,  of  Lyndon,  White.side  county,  Illinois.  To  them  were  born  thir- 
teen rlnhhvn.  nauuly:  John,  Arthur,  Nellie,  Hugh,  Michael,  Phillip,  Edward. 
Joseph.  .\gn,  s.  I.illi  in.  Grace,  Frank  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Joinison  was  a  Catholic  in  religious  faith  and  a  democrat  in  his  political 
belief.  He  died  September  21,  1913,  and  his  death  w  is  tli,  ,-,easion  of  deep  regret 
to  many  friends  as  well  as  to  his  immediate  family.  11,  was  faithful  in  his  friend- 
ships and  in  his  own  household  was  a  devoted  husliand  and  father,  putting  forth 
earnest  effort  in  order  to  jn-ovide  a  good  living  for  bis  wife  and  children. 


JULIUS  S.  NICHOLS. 

.  Nichols  is  actively  and  prominently  identified  with  industrial  interests 
r  of  the  Columbus  Brick  Works,  which  he  established  in  February,  1903, 
■,  successfully  conducted.  He  was  born  in  Livingston  county,  Michigan, 
;TJ.  a  sou  of  11.  W.  and  Ellen  Delight  (Boyden)  Nichols."  The  father 
.\un  .\rlM,r.  .Michigan,  January  22.  1838,  and  was  a  representative  of 
irly  families  of  that  state.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  his  patriotic 
iroused   and  he   enlisted   for   service   with   the    L'nion   army,   becoming   a 
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lieutenant  of  Company  A,  Tenth  Jlicliigan  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Sec- 
ond Division  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps.  His  valor  and  loyalty  won  him  pro- 
motion to  the  rank  of  captain.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  his  native  state,  where 
lie  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  still  resides,  having 
throughout  the  entire  period  given  his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pursiiits. 

Throughout  the  period  of  lii.s  boyliood  Julius  S.  Niclmls  work,  ,1  upon  his  fatlier's 
farm,  alternating  his  lah.u-s  in  tlic  iirlds  will:  attrucliiKr  ,-.t  tlu  .listrirt  sehoois.  He 
remained  at  home  until  tw.-iity-five  years  „r  aj;,'  ;nul  tiun  eauie  to  the  west,  settling 
in  Omaha,  Xeliraska.  wlu  re  lie  lilK-d  various  positic.iis.  After  five  years  he  removed 
to  Platte  county.  cstaMisliiug  liis  huuu-  in  (dluuilnis  in  Irl.ruary,  1913.  Soor.  after- 
ward he  began  luisiiuss  as  t  iirick  manufacturer,  building  a  plant,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  op.  rated,  lb  iiiaiiut  letures  a  firie  grade  of  brick  and  the  output  finds 
a  ready  sale  on  tli.  in.irlvi  t.  tli.  business  having  now  grown  to  gratifying  proportions. 
Mr.  Nichols  has  recently  ijurcliased  a  half  interest  in  a  section  of  land  in  Keith 
county.  Nebraska,  for  wiiich  he  paid  fifteen  dollars  per  acre.  This  is  partially  im- 
proved and  it  is  bis  intention  to  use  it  as  a  stock  farm,  raising  high  grade  cattle  there. 

On  the  '26lb  of  April,  190.'5,  Mr.  Nichols  was  united  in  marriage  to  Lottie  Mctz, 
a  daughter  of  H.  V.  Hockenberger,  of  Columbus,  Nebraska.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols 
have  become  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Ellen  Delight.  In  politics  Mr.  Nichols  is  a 
rejuibliean  and  lias  served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Columbus.  He  belongs 
to  Cilnnihus  l.oilae.  No.  58,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  to  the  Elks  lodge,  No.  1195,  of  which 
he  is  a  past  ,  x  ilt(d  ruler.  Sterling  qualities  have  gained  bim  high  regard.  He  is 
enterprising  and  reliable  in  business,  progressive  in  citizenship  and  loyal  to  all  the 
duties  that  devolve  upon  bim  in  every  connection. 


THEODORE  E.  SALESTROM. 

Theodore  E.  Salestrom,  who  carries  on  general  farming  on  section  17,  Walker 
township,  his  place  being  known  as  Sunny  Slope  Farm,  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the 
26th  of  June.  1878,  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Anna  (Anderson)  Salestrom.  The  father 
is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  but  tb,  iiiotli.  r,  wlio  was  born  in  1836, 
passed  away  in  1911.  He  had  followed  the  oeeup.ition  of  f.imiinu  in  Sweden,  where 
he  remained  until  1881,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  made  bis  way  to  Chicago, 
where  he  worked  as  a  laborer.  In  1883  he  came  to  Platte  county  and  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  raw  prairie  land  on  section  17,  Walker  township,  for 
which  he  paid  six  dollars  per  acre.  Pioneer  conditions  confronted  him  here.  His 
farm  was  largely  undeveloped  and  imimproved  and  he  set  himself  resolutely  to  the 
task  of  converting  the  wild  prairie  into  highly  cultivated  fields.  He  there  made  a 
good  home  for  his  family  and  in  addition  to  farming  he  has  served  for  the  past 
twenty  years  as  janitor  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church. 

Theodore  E.  Salestrom  acquired  his  early  education  in  school  district  No.  65 
and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  upon  the  home  farm.  His  father  retiring  from 
the  active  work  of  the  fields,  Theodore  E.  Salestrom  took  up  the  work  of  the  home 
place  when  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  has  since  been  busily  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  has  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  culti- 
vates in  addition  to  the  home  farm,  and  he  is  a  very  active,  energetic  young  man, 
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losing  no  opportunity  to  advance  his  interests  along  legitimate  lines  and  winning  his 
success  by  indefatigable  effort  and  perseverance.  He  both  raises  and  feeds  cattle 
and  that  branch  of  his  business  is  proving  a  source  of  gratifying  profit. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1899,  Mr.  Salestrom  was  united  in  marriage  to  l\Iiss 
Alvida  Nelson,  a  native  of  Manistee,  ^Michigan,  and  a  daughter  of  Swan  P.  and 
Marion  Nelson,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Sweden.  Emigrating  to  the  United 
States,  the  father  lived  in  the  city  of  Manistee,  Michigan,  where  he  worked  in  the 
sawmill  until  1889,  when  he  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  took  up  his 
abode  on  section  17.  \\'.",lk(r  township,  where  he  acquired  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  whidi  Ik  (M  iitu;illy  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment. Mr.  and  :\Irs.  Saltstroni  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Marie, 
Rudolph,  Theodore,  Jr.,  and  Arline. 

Mr.  Salestrom  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp  at  St.  Edward  and 
he  belongs  to  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church — associations  which  indicate  much  of  the 
nature  of  his  interests  and  tlu  ruli  s  which  govern  his  conduct.  He  now  has  a  nice 
Iiome  in  Walker  townsliip  and  Sunny  Slope  Farm  is  one  of  the  valuable  and  desir- 
able properties  of  that  part  of  the  county,  its  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  indicating 
the  careful  supervision  wliicli  characterizes  his  efforts. 


JOHN  N.  UMLAND. 


John  N.  Umland  is  the  owner  of  a  well  equijaped  machine  shop  and  garage  at 
Columbus  and  is  meeting  with  gratifying  financial  success.  He  was  born  in  German)', 
February  18,  1866,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Schroeder)  Umland,  who  were 
likewise  natives  of  the  same  country,  wlience  they  came  to  America  in  1869,  making 
their  way  to  Wheatland,  Clinton  county,  Iowa.  There  the  father  resided  until  1879, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Grundy  Center,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  went  to  Tama  county,  Iowa,  and 
in  1896  removed  to  Fort  Dodge,  that  state,  where  he  passed  away  in  the  year  1915, 
being  still  survived  by  his  widow.  In  the  family  were  fourteen  children,  of  whom 
ten  are  yet  living,  five  sons  and  five  dau^litrrs. 

John  N.  Umland  was  brought  by  his  jiarcnts  to  the  United  States  and  spent  his 
youthful  days  under  the  parental  roof  in  the  various  districts  in  Iowa  in  which  the 
family  lived.  In  the  fall  of  1901  he  removed  to  Columbus  and  here  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  as  a  machinist,  continuing  in  that 
position  until  April,  1909,  when  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself  in  the  conduct 
of  a  well  equipped  machine  shop  and  garage.  He  is  both  a  machinist  and  black- 
smith by  trade  and  does  general  machine  and  repair  work  and  also  general  black- 
smithing.  He  possesses  expert  skill  along  these  lines  and  will  employ  none  but  able 
workmen,  with  the  result  that  every  piece  of  work  done  in  his  shop  is  well  done. 
He  has  just  erected  a  fireproof  garage,  one  of  the  best  in  the  city,  and  in  addition 
to  doing  repair  work  on  automobiles  he  handles  tires,  gas,  oil  and,  in  fact,  accessories 
and  supplies  of  all  kinds. 

On  the  1  Hh  of  December,  1887,  Mr.  Umland  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Welken, 
a  daughter  of  Chris  and  Christina  Welken,  both  natives  of  Schleswig-Holstein,  Ger- 
many,  in  which   country   they   spent   their   entire   lives,   the    father   having   followed 
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tlie  occupation  of  farming  there.  Mr.  and  ^Mrs.  Umland  have  become  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Clarence,  who  was  born  September  U,  1891,  and  is  now  associated 
witii  iiis  father  in  business;  and  Welken  J.,  who  was  born  June  30,  1902,  and  is 
attending  tlie  public  schools. 

The  parents  and  children  attend  the  Baptist  cliureh  and  in  his  fraternal  relations 
Mr.  Umland  is  connected  wifii  lli,-  Anei,  iit  Onl.r  ,,1  riiit,,l  W,.rkni.  ii  and  with  the 
Masonic  lodge  of  Columbus,  wb.lr  both  Ur  and  Ins  wil.^  Iioi,!  ni.nilu  rship  in  the 
local  chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Their  rider  son  is  likewise  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  In  polities  ;\Ir.  Uml.and  is  independent,  voting  according  to 
the  dictates  of  his  judgment  and  never  seeking  office,  for  he  prefers  to  give  his 
undivided  attention  to  liis  business  interests,  which  are  of  growing  importance.  He 
is    recognized    as    a    worthy    r,  ],nsrnlativc    of    industrial    activity    in    (  nliiiiilms    and 

recognized  business  integrity  has  gained  him  the  respect  and  eoniidenee  of  all  who 
have  had  dealings  with  him. 


ERNEST   PAR.SONS   DUSSELL. 

For  the  past  twenty-three  years  Ernest  Parsons  Dussell  has  been  engaged  in  the 
plumbing  and  heating  business  at  Columbus,  in  partnership  with  his  father,  under 
the  firm  style  of  A.  Dussell  &  Son.  His  birth  occurred  on  a  farm  in  Cedar  county, 
Iowa,  on  the  9th  of  February,  187'2,  liis  pan  iits  bring  Andrew  and  Anna  (Parsons) 
Dussell.  The  father,  born  in  Switz,  rlaii.l  in  ISIS,  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  parents  in  1851,  the  family  home  lieing  established  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  where 
the  grandparents  of  our  subject  both  died  during  the  cholera  epidemic.  Their  two 
children,  Andrew  and  his  sister,  were  thus  left  orphans  and  were  adopted  by  dif- 
ferent families.  Andrew  Dussell  was  reared  in  Iowa  and  in  that  state  wedded  Miss 
Anna  Parsons,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1883  they  came  to  Platte  county,  Ne- 
braska, locating  in  Columbus,  where  Mr.  Dussell  still  resides  as  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative and  substantial  business  men  of  the  city.  During  the  period  of  the 
Civil  war  he  loyall}'  defended  the  interests  of  the  Union  as  a  member  of  the  Ninth 
Iowa  Cavalry.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  one  son  and  one  daughter  died  in  infancy.  The  surviving  members  of  the 
family  are  as  follows:  Ernest  P.,  of  this  review;  Birdie,  the  wife  of  John  B. 
Tschudy,  of  Columbus,  Nebraska;  Harley  LeRoy,  who  wedded  Miss  Olivia  Amanda 
Nelson;  and  Jessie  Carrie,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Dow,  of  Sioux  Falls,  South 
Dakota. 

Ernest  P.  Dussell,  who  was  a  lad  of  eleven  when  he  came  to  this  county  with 
his  parents,  attended  high  school  in  Columbus  until  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of 
age  and  subsequently  learned  the  plumber's  trade,  working  first  with  his  father  in 
Columbus  and  later  in  Lincoln,  this  state,  for  two  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  returned  to  Columbus  and  in  1892  went  into  partnership  with  his  father 
as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  Dussell  &  Son,  which  his  since  conducted  an  exten- 
sive and  profitable  enterprise,  doing  all  kinds  of  plumbing  and  heating.  Both  are 
capable  and  energetic  business  men  and  the  success  which  has  attended  the  under- 
taking is  well  merited. 
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On  the  23d  of  August,  1893,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Dusstll  was  miited 
in  ni.u-riage  to  Miss  Maude  Mae  McCray,  a  daughter  of  Robert  McCray.  They 
have  out-  smi.  I'lamis  Curol.  who  was  born  March  26,  1895.  Since  age  conferred 
upon  him  tlu  ri^lil  of  ir.nuliise  Mr.  Dussell  has  supported  the  men  and  measures 
of  tlic  r.iu.l.lir.ai  ]iaity  aiu!  for  one  term  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Columbus 
eouncil.  h'l-atmially  lie  is  i.l.ntifir.l  with  t!u'  Knights  Templar  Masons,  the  Inde- 
IKiulmt  Ordrr  of  Odd  Fclhiws  and  Ihr  15,n,v..lent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is 
a  i)ublif-spirit(d  and  progressive  citizen  and  his  wortli  is  widely  acknowledged. 


CONRAD  FUCHS. 

Farming  interests  of  Humphrey  township  find  a  worthy  representative  in 
Conrad  Fuchs,  who  is  living  on  section  28  and  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres 
of  arable  and  productive  land,  from  which  he  annually  gathers  good  crops.  He 
was  born  in  Austria,  November  25,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Matthew  and  Rosalia 
(Steinbeck)  Fuchs,  who  are  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  Ferdinand 
Fuchs  on  another  page  of  this  work.  He  spent  his  youthful  days  in  his  native 
counlry  to  the  age  of  seven  j'ears,  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  the  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world  in  1866.  the  family  home  being  establislied 
in  Wisconsin.     It  was  in   1873  that  they  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska. 

Conrad  F';iclis  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  y.,n-s.  «li,n  li,  Irft  home  and  began  Irarnini;  th,-  eari.,  liter's  trade,  at  which 
he  work,,!  at  int.  i-vals  for  three  years.  His  father  thru  j;ave  him  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  28,  Huinphrry  tnwiisliip.  this  count}-,  and  he 
resolutely  set  to  work  to  develop  and  iniprovr  tlic  jirop.  rty.  which  he  has  converted 
into  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  tlic  enunty.  His  siu'crss,  Imwiver,  lias  not  been 
continuous.  He  suffered  a  heavy  loss  when  he  h.a.l  a  lar^,  barn,  thirty-two  by 
.ijil.ty  f,,t.  .Irstr.iy.d  by  fire,  but  he  is  now  rebuililin;.-.  II. ■  lias  ],iii-,li  is, d  more 
land  from  tiiiu-  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  four  Inimlr.d  arr,  s,  inelii.ling 
two  In.ndivd  and  forty  acres  of  the  old  home  place  .m  s.eti.Mi  JS.  and  one  hnndred 
af.l  .ixty  acres  on  section  33,  Humphrey  townshi|i.  He  lias  operated  this  farm 
.oiilinu.iusly  for  forty-two  years  with  good  results,  and  Ins  place  indicates  his 
careful  suiiervision.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  im|iro\ .  in.  iits  that  arc  beinn-  eon- 
tinuouslv  made  in  farm  methods,  practices  rotation  of  cr.ijis  and  studies  flu-  nature 
of  the  soil  in  order  to  know  what  sections  of  his  firm  will  prodiic-  certain  kinds 
of  grain  to  the  lust  advanta-e.  He  likewis.-  raises  lii-li  ura.l,'  stock  and  derives 
from  that  brancli  of  liis  l.iisip.ss  a  -ril  i  ly  inu'  incoiii.  .  II.'  is  also  a  stockholder  ' 
in  the  First   National   bJank  aiu!  in  tli,'   Farmers   F.lcval.n-  (■..mpany  of  Humphrey. 

On  the  2fth  ,if  .Inn,-.  ISSi.  Mr.  Fuchs  wa.  miil,  ,1  in  marriioe  to  Miss  Cecelia 
Froemel,  a  daeglitcr  of  .b.s.pli  and  Cecelia  (Sclii,l..l)  Fr.i.an.l.  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Austria.  They  came  to  Am.rica  in  I.S7i).  makiiij;-  flicir  way  to 
Platte  county,  and  the  father,  who  iiad  previously  followed  farming  in  his  native 
country,  here  purchased  land,  which  he  developed  and  improved  until  1900,  when 
lu  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields,  but  he  still  coutinu.d  to  make  his  home 
upon  the  farm  until  1911,  when  he  removed  to  Humphrey,  where  he  has  since 
resided.      His    wife   also   survives.      Mr.    and    Mrs.    Fuchs   have   become   parents   of 
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<leven  children:  Cecelia,  who  was  born  June  29,  1885,  and  is  the  wife  of  L.  J. 
Veik,  a  farmer  living  in  Grand  Prairie  township;  Joseph  M.,  who  was  born  March 
31,  1887,  and  died  November  12,  1902;  Mary,  who  was  born  March  7,  1889;  Clara, 
who  was  born  August  11,  1891,  and  is  now  a  Sister  in  a  convent  at  Lafayette, 
Indiana;  John,  horn  July  23,  1893;  Emil,  born  September  15,  1895;  Magdalena, 
born  May  'JG.  1.S9.S;  Wionica,  July  10,  1900;  Matthew,  who  was  born  November 
17,  190-^,  and  ditd  IVIruary  23,  1906;  Regina,  born  May  16,  1905;  and  one 
cliild   who  died  in  infancy. 

The  family  adhere  to  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  Mr.  Fuehs  giv(  s  his 
jjolitical  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party.  He  has  served  as  townshi])  clerk  of 
Humphrey   township   and   also   as  justice  of  the   peace,   .iiul   in   th.    latter  office   his 

tion  of  all  those  citizens  who  hold  themselves  amen.ilik-  to  Liw.  Through  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  he  has  lived  in  this  county  and  has  long  been  connected  with 
its  farming  interests,  being  now  known  as  a  representative  agriculturist.  His  busi- 
ness affairs  have  always  been  wisely  conducted,  and  in  his  dealings  he  is  straight- 
forward and  reliable. 


FRANK  BROCKHAUS. 

Frank  Brockhaus  is  one  of  the  extensive  landowners  of  Platte  county,  having 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich  and  valuable  land  returning  to  him  a  gratifying 
annual  income.  His  home  is  on  section  36,  CJranville  townshija,  and  the  jjroperty 
is  well  improved,  all  tlic  ncccssnri.  s  and  conviiiitnces  of  a  model  farm  being  there 
found.  Mr.  Broekliaus  is  a  ii  iti\.-  of  WiscdiiNiii.  horn  March  15,  1858,  and  is  a 
.son  of  G.  H.  and  Anna  ( .S,n,ii,i,  is  )  ISmckliuis.  ulin  were  natives  of  Germany.  The 
father  came  to  America  in  ISIS,  making  liis  way  to  Baltimore,  after  which  he  drifted 
around  the  country  for  seven  years,  finally  becoming  a  resident  of  Wisconsin,  where 
lie  purchased  and  improved  land.  Tliere  he  carried  on  farming  for  twenty  j'ears 
and  on  tjic  cxjiiratinn  of  tlial  ]ieriod  came  to  Platte  county,  purchasing  land  in 
Grand  Prairir  aii.l  HMiri|.lii-.  y  townships.  His  remaining  days  were  devoted  to  tlie 
further  di\  rlcimirnt  and  imiinn .  ni(  nt  of  the  property  until  three  years  prior  to 
liis  demise,  when  he  jnit  aside  the  activr  work  of  the  fields.  However,  he  continued 
to  live  on  his  farm  in  Humiilin  y  towiiship  and  at  tlir  time  of  his  death  was  the 
owner  of  a  section  of  land,  wiiich  In-  (Ii\  idi  il  aniuM!.;-  liis  eliildren.  He  passed  away 
.January    16,   1913,  having  long  survived   his  wife,   who  died  in   1879. 

Frank  Brockhaus  was  reared  and  educated  in  Wisconsin,  no  event  of  special 
importance  occurring  to  vary  the  routine  of  farm  life  for  him  in  his  boyhood  days. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  and 
tiien,  thinking  to  find  another  pursuit  more  congenial,  he  began  work  at  the  car- 
penter's trade,  which  he  learned  in  Wisconsin,  following  that  business  for  ten  years. 
He  next  became  a  hardware  merchant  of  Humphrey,  conducting  his  store  for  two 
years  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Brockhaus  &  Gilsdorf.  Finally,  however,  he  sold 
out  and  removed  onto  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  given  him  by  his  father, 
his  land  constituting  a  quarter  of  section  36.  Granville  township.  He  then  ener- 
getically began  the  work  of  improving  the  place  and,  being  a  carpenter  by  trade. 
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he  has  erected  all  of  the  buildings  himself.  He  now  has  a  well  improved  prop- 
ertj'  on  which  is  found  a  comfortable  residence,  substantial  barns,  well  kept  fences 
and  carefully  cultivated  fields.  He  has  also  purchased  more  land  until  he  now 
owns  an  entire  section,  of  which  four  hundred  acres  is  in  Granville  township,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Humphrey  townshijD  and  eighty  acres  in  Grand  Prairie 
township.  He  now  farms  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  rents  the  remainder. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Farmers  Elevator  Company. 

On  the  26th  of  June.  1883,  Mr.  Brockliaus  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Johanna  Fuchs,  a  daught.  r  of  Matthew  aiul  Rosalia  ( St.inluik )  Fuelis,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Austria.  Tluy  .niigratrd  to  tin-  L'liitrd  Stat.s  in  1867,  locat- 
ing in  ^^■iseonsin,  wlure  .Mr.  Fuchs  worked  as  a  farm  hand  until  _May,  1873,  when 
he  came  to  I'latte  ei>unty,  Nebraska.  He  took  up  a  homestead  and  timber  claim  in 
Humi)hi-.  y  to\viiNlii|i  and  began  clearing  and  improving  the  property,  operating  the 
same  suei,  ssfully  until  1881,  when  he  put  aside  the  active  work  of  the  fields  and 
took  u))  iiis  al.ode  in  the  town  of  Humphrey.  The  remainder  of  his  life  was  there 
spent  in  honnraMi  retirement,  his  demise  occurring  on  the  16th  of  January,  1898, 
when  lie  ii.u!  att  ini,  ,1  tlie  age  of  eighty-five  years,  five  months  and  two  days.  His 
widow  is  now  <  iiility-siM  u  vrars  of  age  and  makes  her  home  with  Mr.  Brockhaus. 
To  our  snhjret  and  liis  wife  have  been  born  ten  children,  as  follows:  Joseph  M., 
who  was  formerly  a  merchant  of  Humphrey  and  now  follows  farming  in  Granville 
townsliip;  Henry,  Roselia,  Bernard,  Matlu  w,  Anna.  John  and  Cecelia,  all  at  home; 
Mary,  who  died  in   1891;  and   Mary,  wlio   |)ass,(l   auay  in    1901. 

On  election  days  INIr.  Brockhaus  is  found  at  the  polls  depositing  a  ballot  for 
the  candidates  of  the  democr.'.tie  party,  and  on  Sundays  he  is  found  among  the 
attendants  at  the  services  of  the  Catholic  cluirch.  His  interests  outside  of  business 
are  thus  indicated  and  he  is  found  as  a  worthy  citizen  and  reliable  man  who  adheres 
to  a  most  commendable  course  in  life.  His  extensive  possessions  are  the  merited 
reward  of  his  labor,  for  his  time  has  been  well  spent  and  in  all  of  his  dealings  he 
has  been  found  just  and  trustworthj^ 


CHRIST  WUNDERLICH. 

Christ  Wunderlich  has  been  a  resident  of  Columbus  since  1908  and  is  proprietor 
of  the  Park  Buffet.  He  is  also  active  in  fraternal  circles,  being  now  president  of 
the  Sons  of  Herman.  A  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  he  was  born  September  2, 
1879.  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Lissette  (Thirm)  Wunderlich,  who  are  still 
residents  of  Germany,  as  is  the  grandmother  in  the  maternal  line. 

Christ  Wunderlich  acquired  a  fair  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  country 
and  there  learned  the  trades  of  a  brewer  and  cooper.  He  also  served  for  two 
years  in  the  German  army  as  a  Sharpshooter  before  coming  to  the  new  world. 
Crossing  the  Atlantic  in  1902,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  made  his  way 
to  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  four  months  and 
was  afterward  ,  nipl.iycd  in  similar  manner  in  Chicago  for  a  year  and  a  half.  On 
the  expir.ition  ot  that  |ic  riod  lir  removed,  to  Westpoint,  Nebraska,  where  he  was 
engaged   in  llie  saloon  business   for  four  years,  and  in   1908  he  came  to  Columbus, 
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where   he   purchased    the    Park    Buffet   which    he    lias    since    conducted.     A    liberal 
patronage  is  bringing  him  substantial  success. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1904.,  Mr.  Wunderlich  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Rosa  Long,  of  Chicago,  by  whom  he  has  four  children,  namely:  William,  Rosa, 
Louisa  and  Christopher,  Jr.  In  politics  Mr.  Wunderlich  is  independent.  His 
religious  belief  is  tli.-.t  ol'  []„■  C.munn  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  holds  mem- 
bership, and  his  naui.-  is  als,,  ,,n  tlie  membership  rolls  of  Columbus  Lodge,  No. 
1119,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  the  IralLru.il  Order  of  Eagles  and  the  Sons  of  Herman.  Of 
the  last  named  he  is  now  serving  as  president  and  is  proving  a  popular  and 
capable  official.  He  has  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  among  the  German- 
American  residents  of  Columbus  and  has  gained  many  friends  during  the  seven 
years  in  which  he  has   made   this   city   his   home. 


STEPHEN  L.  GERMAN. 

Stephen  L.  German  is  a  representative  farmer  and  stockraiser  of  Granville 
township,  living  on  section  22,  and  the  excellent  and  well  kept  appearance  of  his 
place  indicates  his  careful  supervision  and  practical,  progressive  methods.  He  was 
born  in  Stark  county,  Illinois,  December  14,  1860,  and  is  a  son  of  Vasilius  and 
Gertrude  (Saeger)  German,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  where 
the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  In  the  yepr  18-18  he  left  his  native 
country  and  came  to  the  United  States,  seltlin-  il  l!uir;,l(,.  X.  w  York,  xvli.re  he 
lived  for  a  short  time.  He  then  continued  his  imnii,  v  wrstward.  scttliiin  in  Stark 
county,  Illinois,  upon  the  farm  of  one  hiHulr.d  .nul  sixlv  acres  that  is  still  in  pos- 
session of  his  children.  He  also  had  an  ,  i-lily -uiv  tract  in  Peoria  county  but  made 
his  home  upon  his  Stark  county  prnpi  rty.  uhii-c  he  followed  farming  until  he 
retired  about  twenty  years  ago,  removing  to  Prineeville,  Illinois,  where  both  he  and 
his  wife  passed  away.  In  their  family  were  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  still 
survive,  namely:  Frank,  who  is  a  resident  of  Saint  Mary,  Nebraska;  Rickey,  liv- 
ing in  Kickapoo,  Illinois;  Joe,  who  makes  his  home  in  Prineeville,  Illinois;  Mag- 
gie, also  living  in  Prineeville;  Stephen  L.,  of  this  review;  Gertie,  who  gave  her 
hand  in  marriage  to  Henry  Foltz,  of  Granville  township;  Tina,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Nick  Fehringer,  of  Humphrey  township;  and  Mox,  a  farmer  living  in  Humphrey 
township. 

The  youthful  days  of  Stephen  L.  German  were  spent  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farm  lads  of  that  age  and  locality.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Illinois 
and  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  ytars.  ^\  Inn  not 
occupied  with  his  lessons  he  was  learning  the  practical  work  of  tin-  farm  and  in  the 
school  of  experience  gained  much  valuable  knowledge.  In  ISSG  ho  came  to  Ne- 
braska, settling  first  in  Burrows  township,  Platte  county,  where  he  cultivated 
rented  land  for  four  years,  but  during  that  time  he  carefully  saved  his  earnings, 
being  anxious  to  purchase  property.  He  made  his  first  investment  in  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  22,  Granville  township,  where  he  now  resides,  but  he  has 
since  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  place  by  the  additional  purchase  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  so  that  he  now  owns  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
valuable  land.     All  of  this  he  has  placed  under  cultivation  and  he  has  jnit  all  of 
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the  improvements  upon  his  farm,  having  erected  a  large  barn  in  190i,  while  in 
J 908  he  erected  a  commodious  residence.  He  has  also  built  other  buildings  for 
the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock  and  he  has  an  exci  IK  iit  larm  jiroperty.  He  culti- 
vates the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and  cliniati  .iiui  th(  n  iccds  what  he  raises 
to  his  stock.  He  keeps  on  hand  only  high  grades  of  caltk,  lior^is  and  hogs  and  he 
ships  a  large  number  of  hogs  annually.  In  addition  to  his  other  interests  he  has 
become  a  stockholder  in  the  Tarmers  State  Bank  of  Humphrey,  and  he  bought  and 
owns  the  old  home  in   Humphrey  where  Peter  Bender  and  his  wife  lived. 

On  the  6th  ot  November,  1888,  Mr.  (uruiau  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Annie  Bender,  whose  birth  occurred  in  ]Marshall  county,  Illinois,  July  11,  1863, 
her  parents  being  Peter  and  Catharine  (Mallmann)  Bender,  of  whom  more  extended 
mention  is  made  on  another  page  of  this  work  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of 
Joseph  Bender,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  German.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  still  survive,  as  follows:  Ida,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Xiek  \'.-,n  Dyke:  Nellie,  who  was  born  November  8,  1890,  and  died  ...,  ihv  -1st 
of  .i.niiiary,  IS!).::  K.itie,  the  wife  of  Albert  Boesch,  living  near  St.  lieniard  :  .lolni, 
who  is  at  home;  Charles,  who  was  born  February  16,  1895,  and  died  on  the  6th 
of  March  following;  Rosie,  who  attends  St.  Francis  school;  Cecilia,  who  is  also 
a  student  in  St.  Francis  school;  Eddie,  who  is  at  home;  Albert,  Victor  and  Jerome, 
who  are  also  attending  St.  Francis  school. 

The  family  are  members  of  St.  Francis  Catholic  church  of  Humphrey,  and 
Mr.  German  belongs  to  St.  Joseph's  Society.  His  political  indorsement  is  given 
the  democratic  party  and  for  four  years  he  served  as  road  boss  in  Granville  town- 
ship. His  has  been  a  busy  and  active  life  and  success  has  rewarded  his  resolute, 
persistent  efforts,  so  that  he  is  now  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  his  community. 


C.  VAUGHN  CAMPBELL,  D.  D.  S. 

Dentistry  may  be  said  to  be  almost  unique  among  other  occupations,  as  it  is  at 
once  a  profession,  a  trade  and  a  business.  Such  being  the  ease,  it  follows  that  in 
order  to  attain  tlie  liiiiliest  siu'cass  in  it  one  must  be  thorouulily  ennxi  i-sant  with  the 
theory  of  tin  art.  nnist  lie  e\p<rt  with  the  many  tools  ami  apiilianers  incidental  to 
the  praeliiv  ,.f  modern  dentistry  and  must  iiossess  business  <,uali(ieali,uis  adequate  to 

Vanuim  ( ■an,|>l),ll  is  «,I1  ,|nalilied  and  tin  n  tore  has  attain, d  |.resli-r  among  the 
able  rei)resentatives  of  d,  ntistry  in  Columbu.s.  His  birth  occurred  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, Iowa,  on  the  JJd  of  ,luly.  1875,  his  parents  being  Philip  F.  and  Mary  M.  (Mont- 
gomery) Campbell,  laitli  of  whom  are  natives  of  Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  who  were 
married  at  Mount  I'leasmt.  Iowa.  The  father  was  born  in  ISl?  and  married  in 
the  }'ear  1873.  II.  is  now  li\in--  retired  with  his  wife  at  Ashland,  Saunders  county. 
Nebraska.  Daniel  Camiilull,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  also  a 
native  of  Ohio. 

C.  Vaughn  Campbell  acquired  his  more  advanced  education  in  a  four  years' 
course  of  study  at  the  University  of  Nebraska  at  Lincoln  and  received  his  profes- 
sional training  in  the  Omaha  Dental  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1895. 
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In  timt  year  he  opened  an  office  in  Columbus  and  has  here  since  remained,  t-njoying 
an    extensive    and    gratifying    jiractice    tliat    has    come    in    recognition    of    his    skill 

On  the  9th  of  June.  1909,  in  Columbus.  Nebraska,  Dr.  Campbell  was  united  in 
ui.irri.iur  to  Miss  Lillian  M.  Sattran.  a  daiiohtrr  of  Frederick  Saffran,  who  was  born 
in  15,1-bn.  (irnnany.  i)iit  nni-i-al.  .1  t.i  III,'  I'nitrd  Stat.s.  The  Doctor's  military 
rceord  iMnrrs  li\i'  years'  s(  r\  ice  as  a  iii.  iiilu  r  of  ('oin|>any  F,  Second  Regiment 
Nebraska    National   (.u/ird.  while   Iratrnially   he   is  kn.uvTi  as   a   Master   Mason,  being 

areh   eliapt.r.      His   r,lii;inus    faith   is    Hi, I    ,,f   the    I'resl.y  t,  ri  an  rliureli.   and   he   has   a 
host  of  friends  who  have  been  allraeted  to  liiui  on  aeeount  of  his  manly  qualities. 


FRKD  C.  HILL. 

emiiity   as   a    ,.Iaee   ,.f   resid.aiee   is    indicated   by    the 


aei, Hired  in  district  school  No.  :;!l.  Diirin-'  the  periods  ,,f  vacation  be  was  trained 
in  tb,-  work  of  the  fields  and  when  he  had  all  lined  the  a-e  of  twenty-one  years  began 
farniin-  the  iu.mestead.  his   father  n  lin.m   fro,,,  the  activ  inana^  n.ent  of  the  place. 

,me  of  the  leading  and  pn.-r,  ssive  fanners  of  the  conniiunity.  II,-  is  also  widely 
known  as  a  i>romincnt  horseman  and  has  b,.n,-lil  aii,l  s,d,i  many  fine  horses,  always 
handling  good  stock,  ^e  took  the  fir.st  prize  an,i  sw,  .  |,sl  ,k,  s  on  a  Percheron  horse 
at  tlie  Platte  County  Fair  in  1915  and  he  is  an  ,  \,-,  11,  iit  .i,,.li;,-  of  horses. 

In  1905  Mr.  Hill  was  united  in  marriage  to  .Miss  I'-lhi  Catis.  a  lady  of  superior 
accomplishin,nts.  ,sp,ai,illy  in  fh,'  art  of  music.  They  liav,'  ,iii,  d.nighter.  Car(d 
Edna.  In  r,ligi,nis  f.aitli  Mrs.  Hill  is  a  Presbyterian.  Fr,,t,rn.illy  Mr.  Hill  is  an 
Odd  F.llow  .and  his  politi.-.il  ,ill,giance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party.  He  is 
inter,  sted  in  all  that  )i,  rt.iins  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  cooperates  in 
mam-  ni,>vi  ni,nts  that  lia\,'  biaii  factors  in  general  progress  and  improvement.  In 
a  word  he  is  an  alert,  energetic  business  man  and  a  public-spirited  citizen,  whose 
efforts  have  been  effective  forces  in  promoting  individual  success  and  iiublic  ).rogrcss. 


FRED  A.  WEBER. 


Fred  A.  Weber,  conducting  a  profitable  business  at  Monroe  under  the  name  of 
the  Monroe  Mercantile  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  sole  proprietor  since  July, 
191.'),  belongs  to  that  class  of  representative  business  men  who  readily  recognize 
oiii)ortunitie's   and  use   every   legitimate  chance   for  advancement,   while  at   the   same 
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time  their  labors  are  an  element  in  promoting  public  prosperity.  Mr.  Weber  is  a 
native  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having  occurred  at  Frankfort  on  the  21st  of  December, 

1H7.S,  his  ii.irciits  liciiiij,-  I'rtrr  .■md  Mary  AA'clnr.  who  arc  now  residents  of  Columbus. 
Th,  y  (.line  tci  I'l.iltr  i-dunty  diiriiii.-  (lir  linyh.ind  days  oi  their  son  Fred,  who  pursued 
his  .(hKalioii  ill  lUv  i)iihlic  si-h,.,.ls  ,,f  C.huLiluis  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  whin  Ins  trxthnoks  were  ]int  .isidr  .iiid  he  started  out  in  the  business  world 
on  his  own  acccnint.  He  earned  his  liisl  nmiK  y  by  selling  newspapers  and  afterward 
engaged  in  ehrkin<>-  for  s(\-eral  yrars.  In  1 1)  I -J  he  came  to  Monroe  to  take  charge 
of  thr  l.nsnuss  oi  thr  Monro,.  M ,  iT.nitilr  (  ,un|.-,ny.  in  which  he  owned  a  half  in- 
terest. His  carctiil  min/inmicnl  nsnlt.d  in  llic  growth  of  the  trade  and  on  the 
19tli  of  .Inly.  Mil.-.,  ho  |miihIi,is,  ,1  tlir  int.  r,  st  of  his  p.-irtnor  and  is  now  sole  pro- 
jiriclcn-.  He  h.is  .-i  well  ,iii|iointi  li  storr,  s|il(  iididly  ecjuipped,  carries  a  large  and 
.•itlr.iotiv  lin<-  of  i.,.o,ls  .-uid  ni.ikrs  il  his  first  ohjoi  t  at  all  times  to  please  his  patrons, 
knowing  tli.it  s.-itisli, d   eiistoiurrs  ,n-,-  the  lust   .idvertisement. 

On  th.'  I'Jtli  of  .^.pt.nilu  r,  l!K)(i.  Mr.  Wrhw  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  Boy.l.  <if  ('.iliiiiilnis.  .iiiil  th.y  li.-iv,'  heome  the  parents  of  a  daughter  and  a  son, 
Lucille  and  Russell,  both  now  lu  s.'hool.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Weber  is  inde- 
pendent, supiJorting  men  and  me.isni-.  s  rath,  r  tli.iii  )),irty.  but  lie  is  not  remiss  in  the 
duties  of  citizenship  and  at  all  tinu  s  i;i\.s  ,icti\.'  supjiort  .ind  eoopcr.ition  to  plans 
and  measures  for  the  public  good.  .\t  tli.'  pr.  s.  nt  writing  he  is  serving  as  village 
treasurer.  He  belongs  to  the  Ind,  pnul.  nt  Onl.r  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he  is  a 
past  grand,  his  life  being  guided  by  its  t.  .i.liiiigs.  He  ever  endeavors  to  follow  the 
golden  rule,  doing  unto  others  as  he  would  li.ive  them  do  unto  him.  and  his  many 
sterling  traits  of  character  have  established  him  firmly  in  the  regard  of  those  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  Moreover,  he  is  accounted  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  the  community  and  is  contributing  to  the  commercial  develoijment  of 
his  town. 


DAVID  HEFTI. 

David  Hefti,  who  owns  .md  op,rat,s  on,'  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  land 
on  section  6,  ,Ioli,  I  t<  wnship.  is  ,-i  native  son  of  the  county.  His  birth  occurred 
June  13,  187-f,  and  liis  p.mnls  w,-n-  Hrury  an.l  Barbara  (Hefti)  Hefti.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  Switz,  rlaml.  A|iril  J 1 ,  l.Sll.  w.is  lift  an  orphan  when  but  two 
years  of  age  and  w.is  r, -nuMl  by  his  iii,it,rnal  i;rindiiiother.  In  1866  he  emigrated 
to  the  United   .St.it.s  .■mil   ni.ul,-  his   way   t,i  .'-^t.    l,,,iiis.    Missouri,   where  he  remained 

until   l.Sfili.  wh,n  h,'  .■am.'  to  Ciliniibus.   X.l.i  iska.      II,    I st,  :„lcd  eighty  acres  of 

land  ne.ir  Dun. ■in  but  t.n  y,;!rs  l.it,  r  r,ni,n,(l  t,-  (  oll:i\  i-ountw  where  he  owned 
three  (|U,>rl,r  s,  ,ti,Mis.  In  ]87;i  he  was  m.arried  to  -Miss  U.arbara  Hefti,  who  was 
born  111  .Switz,  i-l.inil.  March  18,  18,51.,  but,  although  of  the  same  name,  was  not  a 
r.l.itix  .■.  .Sh,-  (  iiiii^ritcd  to  the  United  States  in  the  year  of  her  marriage.  She 
is  still  living  ,it  Cl.irkson.  Colfax  county,  but  Mr.  Hefti  is  deceased.  To  them  were 
born  scv.n  cliililr.n:  D.ivid:  K.it.-.  th.'  wife  ..f  Willi.iin  Kr.oucr,  of  Boone  county, 
Nebrask,-i;  H.irh.ir.i.  now  Mrs.  N.  1!.  li.ilz.r.  of  .Stanton  county:  Sarah,  a  twin  of 
Barbara,  who  di,d  in  infancy;  Henry,  who  is  living  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Colfax 
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county;  Fred,  also  a  farmer  in  Colfax  county:  and  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Schma- 
deka,"of  Boone  county. 

David  Hefti  was  five  years  of  age  when  the  family  removed  to  Colfax  county 
and  there  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  througli  assisting  liis  father  he  gained  a  valuable  knowledge  of  farming.  On 
beginning  his  iii(1,|h  nd.  nt  cut,  r  hv  r,  iited  l.-md  from  liis  father  but  it  was  his  ambi- 
tion to  own  1.111(1  and  be  saved  his  ni.iui  v  ein  lully  to  that  c'ud.  In  1902  he  pur- 
chased one  huudnd  and  Iwenly  aeres  in  CdH.ix  e<iunty.  wliieh  he  cultivated  until 
1910,  when  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  our  liuiidrcd  .iiid  sixty  acres  on  section 
6,  Joliet  township,  Platte  county,  wlier.'  he  lias  since  rcsidid.  He  is  practical  and 
progressive  and  finds  farming  protltabb-  as  well  as  t'ongenial. 

Mr.  Hefti  was  married  February  7.  I!)()7.  t,,  Miss  Anna  Koch,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many and  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  I  ,  iia  (dross)  Koch.  Her  father  died  in  that 
country  but  her  mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Hefti  have  two  children,  David, 
Jr.,  and  Alfred. 

The  religious  faith  of  ]\Ir.  Hefti  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church,  to  the  support 
of  which  he  contributes.  He  takes  the  interest  of  a  good  citizen  in  public  affairs 
and  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 


CHARLES   G.   MOORE. 

Charles  G.  Moore  is  a  retired  farmer  living  at  No.  IJJ  W,  st  Sev.  iiteenth  street, 
Columbus.  He  came  to  this  county  in  18«0  and  l..r  a  long  |„  rind,  covering  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  was  actively  identified  with  agricultural  interests, 
winning  thereby  the  success  which  now  enables  him  to  rest  from  further  labor 
and  yet  enjoy  all  of  the  comforts  and  some  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  He  was  born 
in  Leamington.  England,  March  6.  18.S.S.  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Ann  (Black) 
Moore,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  country,  wiicr,'  tliry  s]iciit  their  entire  lives. 

Charles  G.  Moore  was  a  y,.utb  of  fourtc „  years  when  in  company  with  a 
brother  he  came  to  the  United  States.  He  soon  returned  to  England,  however, 
but  after  three  years  and  when  .seventeen  years  of  age  he  .gam  vmss,  ,1  the  Atlantic. 
Again,  liowever,  he  became  homesick  and  in  a  few  months  joined  Ins  lannly  in 
England.      But  the  lure  of  the  west  was  upon  him  and   ,a    little   later,   .iccomii.iuicd 

in    Utica,    New    York.      Mr.    M.iorc    ii.as    cross,-,!    the    ocean    five    dillereiit    times    and 

liis   parents   removed   to    Illinois   and    passed   away    when   residents   of   Ottawa,   La 
Salle  county. 

The  year  1880  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Charles  G.  jNIoore  in  Nebra.ska.  On 
the  8th  of  May  he  reached  Columbus,  where  the  family  lived  for  a  month,  at  the 
ind  of  which  time  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  four  miles  north  of  the  city 
and  there  began  the  manufacture  of  brick,  in  which  business  he  continued  for  a 
vear.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  out  and  invested  in  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  31.  Bisni.irk  township,  after  which  he  engaged  in  farming.  Year  after 
year  he  carefully  tilled  the  soil  and  success  attended  his  efforts,  so  that  he  .added 
to  his   holdings   until   within   the   boundaries  of  his   farm   were   comprised   two   hun- 
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dred  and  forty  acres  of  land.  The  value  of  his  farm  methods  was  seen  in  the 
productiveness  of  his  fields,  which  returned  to  him  gratifying  harvests  annually. 
In  1908,  being  possessed  of  a  comfortable  competence,  he  retired,  removing  to" 
Columbus,  where  he  now   occupies   a  pleasant  home  at   No.    l'^^   West  Seventeentli 

In  Ott.iw.i.  Illinois.  Mr.  Moore  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  E.  Dickinson, 
whose  birth  (Kcurrcd  in  New  York  on  the  1-ith  of  June.  181,'i,  her  parents  being 
Charles  .iiul  .Mary  (Bak.r)  Dickinson,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  Empire 
state.  When  a  in.iiii.ii  of  .Uven  years  Mrs.  Moore  went  to  live  with  a  sister  in 
Scott  county,  low...  Slu-  first  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Isoui  Dickinson,  who, 
though  of  the  s.iuie  name,  was  not  a  relative,  and  to  tb.ni  was  born  a  daughter, 
Roseltha,  now  the  wife  of  Edward  Stickley,  of  Cusliiug.  Nebraska.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Moore  have  been  born  the  following  children:  William,  living  at  Genoa,  Ne- 
braska, who  wedded  .Miss  Anna  Sissle,  by  whom  lu  has  four  eliildren;  James,  who 
died  wli.ii  twenty  years  of  age:  Etta,  who  gave  her  hand  in  uiarriage  to  John  Lotz, 
of  Kansas  City:   Maud,  who  is   tbr   wife  of  Charles   Rnuiuls.  „f   Norfolk.   Nebraska, 

by   wh.im   sl„-   has   eliild.    laieile;   Jessie,   the   wife   of   Oti.s   Clark,   of  Columbus, 

Nebraska;  and  Ch.irKs  C..  who  is  married  and  lives  on  his  father's  farm  in  Bis- 
mark  township. 

The  history  of  Mr.  :\Ioore  is  that  of  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county 
.and  he  eontriluited  in  no  small  measure  to  its  development  along  agricultural  lines. 
There  wm-  ii,.  f,  iie,  s  on  tlu-  farm  when  he  took  possession  of  the  ])laee  and  the 
fence  which  he  built  was  the  Hrst  tor  miles  around.  An  Indi.an  tr.ail  crossed  the 
land,  sliowing  that  not  long  before  the  red  men  had  lived  in  this  |,art  of  the  conn- 
little  in  the  county,  but  the  oiijiortunities  and  possibilities  were  there  and  time  and 
man  have  wrought  many  changes,  for  the  spirit  of  progress  now  reigns  supreme  liere 
and  each  year  chronicles  an  advance  in  the  work  of  civilization  in  Platte  county. 


PETER  SCHMITT. 

l',t<r  Selnuitt.  the  proprietor  of  the  Shell  Creek  Valley  Roller  Mills,  is  one  of 
the  le.uliiig  .itizeus  of  his  part  of  the  county.  A  native  of  Germany,  he  was  born 
in  E.avari.i.  .\|.rn  l!i.  !>S.-.,S.  a  s,in  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Tiehl)  Schmitt.  The 
father  was  .a  laiuh.wuer  anil  miller  .and  was  the  heaviest  taxpayer  in  his  province. 
Both   he  and    liis   «ile  dud   in   (ieruiany. 

for  t«n  ve:,i-s,  Irnu,  l.sTS  lo  ISSI.  beni-  ealled  nut  agiiu  in  ISS-J  for  maneuvers. 
He  b,v:,UM'  llie  nwuer  of  his  lallier-s  milling  business  alhr  th,'  batter's  death  and 
conducted  it  Inr  some  time.  }n  1  S>S  t-  be  emigrated  to  the  Cnited  States  and  made 
his  way  to  Coluuiluis.  Nebraska.  Although  be  came  to  ibis  country  with  considerable 
capital,  he  at  b  ngtb  found  himself  withinit  money  and  ..btained  work  in  the  flouring 
mills  in  Lincoln,  reiaiving  ,a  dollar  and  a  half  |u  r  dny  tor  his  services,  out  of  which 
he  had  to  board  himself.  He  knew  the  milling  business  thoroughly,  as  from  his 
boyhood  he  had  w.n-ked  in  his  fathers  mill.  He  was  subsequently  employed  in  large 
mills   at   different   jjlaees   throughout   Nebr.aska   and    Kansas    and   eventually   became 
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head  miller  at  a  mill  in  Winfield,  Kansas.  In  that  capacity  he  had  fifty-six  men 
under  him  and  his  salary  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  month. 

In  1891  Mr.  Schmitt  returned  to  Platte  county  and  purchased  what  is  known  as 
the  Shell  Creek  Valley  Roller  Mills,  which  were  erected  by  Joseph  Bucher  in  1878 
and  were  in  badly  run-down  condition  when  they  came  into  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Schmitt.  He  has  since  made  many  inprovements  in  the  property,  which  is  now 
in  excellent  condition,  and  has  built  four  dams  on  Shell  Creek,  constructing  the  last 
in  19 li  at  a  cost  of  over  five  thousand  dollars.  The  mill  is  run  by  water  power  and 
is  equipped  with  two  McCormick  wheels,  one  of  forty-four  horse  power  and  the  other 
of  thirty-two  horse  jiower.  A  full  roller  plain  sifter  system  is  used  and  the  capacity 
of  the  mills  is  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  barrels  of  flour  per  day.  He  also  manu- 
factures corn  meal,  Graham  flour  and  grinds  considerable  feed  for  stock.  Mr.  Schmitt 
owns  forty  acres  of  land  where  his  mill  is  located  and  is  engaged  in  farming  to  some 
extent.  He  has  his  own  irrigating  plant,  which  is  run  by  water  power,  the  pumps 
forcing  twentj^-two  hundred  gallons  of  water  per  minute  lliidunh  si\  .nid  four-inch 
pipes  on  his  "land.  His  residence  and  farm  buildings  an  rennnodious  and  well 
designed  and  were  erected  by  him.  He  also  owns  four  hundred  and  ciglity  acres  of 
land  in   Kaiis  is  and  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Platte  county. 

On  lb(  Ttii  (il  September,  1886,  Mr.  Schmitt  was  married  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
to  Miss  Carrie  Clever,  a  native  of  Germany  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Louise 
(Hiemacar)  Meyer,  of  Phillipsburg,  Kansas.  To  this  union  have  been  born  seven 
children,  namely:  Arnold;  Hilda,  now  the  wife  of  George  Saalfeld;  Edwin;  Edna, 
the  wife  of  Walter  Loseke;  Herman;  Elsie;  and  Arthur. 

Mr.  Schmitt  has  been  president  of  the  Soldiers  Society  of  Columbus,  a  German 
organization,  for  seven  years.  His  jirosperity  is  due  to  his  intimate  knowledge  of 
milling,  to  his  foresight  and  sound  judgment,  to  his  energy  and  aggressiveness — 
qualities  which  go  far  toward  secur 


JOHN  C.  DAWSON. 


John  C.  Dawson,  who  follows  farming  on  section  10,  Oconee  township,  was 
born  in  Jones  county,  Iowa,  near  Monticello,  on  the  30th  of  March,  1860,  his 
parents  being  Francis  and  Jane  (Boyd)  Dawson,  the  father  a  native  of  England, 
and  the  mother  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  of  Scotch  parentage.  In  early  life 
the  father  was  employed  as  power  loom  boss  in  a  factory  and  he  also  purchased 
furs  for  the  American  Fur  Company  of  St.  Louis,  traveling  all  over  the  northwest 
for  this  purpose.  He  went  up  to  the  head  of  the  Missouri  river  and  sent  the  furs 
back  to  the  St.  Louis  house  by  boat.  He  thus  gained  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
country  in  the  period  of  its  pioneer  settlement  and  development  and  in  1842  re- 
moved to  Jones  county,  Iowa,  which  was  a  frontier  region,  the  work  of  progress 
having  scarcely  been  begun.  The  homes  of  the  settlers  were  log  cabins  and  there 
were  long  distances  to  be  traversed  to  mill  and  to  market.  The  Indians  had  not  yet 
left  that  region  and  Mr.  Dawson  had  his  horse  stolen  by  the  red  men  soon  after 
taking  up  his  abode  in  Jones  county.  The  pioneer  condition  of  the  district  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that,  while  Dubuque  had  been  laid  out,  it  contained  only  two  houses. 
Mr.   Dawson  assisted  in  organizing  the  first  court  in  Jones  county  and  was  a  true 
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pioneer,  taking  active  and  helpful  interest  in  all  of  the  early  events  which  went 
to  shape  the  polic}'  and  mold  the  annals  of  that  district.  He  took  a  homestead  by 
entering  land  from  the  government  and  in  the  course  of  years  added  to  his  prop- 
erty until  he  was  the  owner  of  about  four  hundred  acres.  So  unsettled  and  unde- 
veloped was  the  region  that  he  had  to  go  to  Bellevue,  Illinois,  to  get  his  wheat 
ground.  He  handled  Polled  Angus  cattle  which  were  shipped  from  England  to 
Kansas  and  thence  to  him.  He  became  the  owner  of  very  fine  stock  and  was  prom- 
inent as  a  cattle  raiser  of  his  locality,  his  efforts  doing  much  to  improve  the  grade 
of  stock  handled  in  Jones  county.  His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  repub- 
lican party  and  he  was  a  most  active  and  earnest  worker  in  its  ranks,  doing  all  in 
his  power  to  promote  its  growth  and  extend  its  influence.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  earnest.  Christian  people,  and  he  was  not  only  highly  respected,  but  was 
honored  wherever  he  was  known  because  of  his  sterling  worth  and  his  upright  char- 
John  C.  Dawson  is  the  youngest  son  and  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth  ,n  a  family 
of  eight  children.  Reared  upon  the  frontier  in  Jones  county,  Iowa,  he  there  pur- 
sued his  education  in  one  of  the  old-time  log  schoolhouses  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  when  be  was  sent  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  attended  school  for  three 
years,  pursuing  both  a  high-school  and  business  course.  He  then  returned  home  in 
1875  and  after  working  on  the  old  homestead  for  several  years  began  following 
the  carpenter's  trade.  Later  he  removed  to  Colorado  and  for  three  years  clerked  in 
a  hardware  store  at  Colorado  Springs.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  express  business 
at  Manitou,  Colorado,  for  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad  and  afterward  was 
sent  to  various  points  on  the  system  as  relief  agent.  He  left  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Wells  Fargo  Express  Company,  with  which  he 
remained  until  April  5,  1890,  when  he  came  to  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  pur- 
chased land  in  Columbus  township.  He  began  farming,  living  upon  that  place 
for  three  years,  and  in  1893  removed  to  section  10,  township  17,  range  2,  west, 
where  he  now  has  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  of  good  land  that  readily  responds 
to  the  care  and  cultivation  which  lie  bestows  upon  it.  He  raises  a  good  grade  of 
Duroc-Jersey  hogs  and  Ilireford  lattle  and  of  the  latter  has  a  large  herd.  Prac- 
tically bis  entire  time  is  devoted  to  his  farm  work  and  he  has  added  many  im- 
provements to  his  place,  including  the  introduetioii  of  electric  lights  into  his  home. 
The  house  is  surrounded  by  flower  beds  filled  witli  many  kinds  of  blossoming  plants 
and  ornamental  shrubs  and  the  place  is  in  every  respect  a  home.  He  is  a  great 
reader  and  there  are  many  books,  papers  and  magazines  which  indicate  his  taste 
along  that  line. 

In  1893  IMr.  Dawson  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Murdock,  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Mary  E.  Murdock.  Mr.  Dawson  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  of 
Columbus  townsliiji  and  lias  been  active  along  many  lines  that  contribute  to  public 
progress,  to  the  ujalift  of  the  individual  and  to  the  advancement  of  community 
interests.  He  is  a  very  enthusiastic  Mason  and  was  formerly  active  in  lodge 
work.  He  has  membership  in  Mount  Nebo  Lodge,  No.  125,  of  Genoa,  and  he  is  also 
identified  with  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter  there.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in 
him  a  stalwart  champion  and  he  has  put  forth  earnest  effort  in  its  behalf  while 
serving  as  school  director  for  six  years.  He  has  been  very  active  in  the  ranks  of 
the  progressive  party,  is  opposed  to  war  and  stands  for  advancement  and  improve- 
ment along  all  lines  leading  to  the  material,  intellectual,  political,  social  and  moral 
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progress  of  the  community.  The  consensus  of  public  opinion  places  liim  among 
the  representative  residents  of  his  township  and  the  rewards  of  his  life  have  come 
in  substantial  success  on  the  farm  and  in  the  goodwill  and  confidence  of  his  fellow- 


EDWIN  HULL  CHAMBERS. 

Edwin  Hull  Chambers,  who  has  been  successfully  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  Columbus  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Becher,  Hockenberger  &  Chambers  Company,  a  real-estate,  loan  and  insurance  firm. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Dakota  Citj',  Dakota  county,  Nebraska,  on  the  11th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1863,  his  parents  being  Benjamin  F.  and  Sarah  A.  (Hull)  Chambers,  who 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1856  the  father  made  his  way 
to  Dakota  City,  Nebraska,  and  in  1879  took  up  his  abode  in  Niobrara,  Knox  county, 
this  state,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  widow  still  makes  her 
home  in  Niobrara.  During  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  Benjamin  F.  Chambers 
served  as  a  member  of  a  Nebraska  cavalry  regiment. 

Edwin  H.  Chambers  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Dakota  and 
Niobrara,  Nebraska,  and  when  about  seventeen  years  of  age  entered  the  oflice  of 
his  father  in  Niobrara,  the  latter  having  been  appointed  register  of  the  United 
States  land  office  by  President  Grant.  He  was  thus  employed  until  188t  and 
during  the  following  four  years  he  and  his  father  practiced  before  the  land  office, 
which  was  then  under  a  new  head.  In  1888  Edwin  H.  Chambers  went  to  the  state 
of  Washington,  spending  one  summer  at  Spokane  in  practice  before  the  land  office. 
In  the  fall  of  1888  he  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  and  he  became  one  of  the  real- 
estate,  loan  and  insurance  firm  of  Becher,  Hockenberger  &  Chambers,  which  in  1913 
was  incorporated  as  the  Becher,  Hockenberger  &  Chambers  Company.  The  con- 
cern conducts  a  large  and  profitable  business  and  its  success  is  promoted  in  no 
inconsiderable  degree  by  the  sound  judgment  and  able  direction  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  review.  He  also  acts  as  treasurer  of  the  Columbus 
Land,   Loan  &  Building  Association. 

On  the  Ith  of  January,  1888,  in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Chambers  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Stella  Gertrude  North,  only  daughter  of  Major  Frank  J. 
North,  who  is   deceased. 

Frank  North  was  born  in  Tompkins  county.  New  York,  on  the  10th  day  of 
March,  1810,  and  while  yet  in  his  infancy  his  parents  moved  to  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  where  the  family  lived  until  1856,  when  they  remo-ped  to  the  then  far  distant 
city,  looming  like  a  star  of  unusual  magnitude  in  the  west— Omaha.  All  the  educa- 
tional advantages  he  had  were  in  the  Ohio  public  schools,  and  the  intelligence 
which  a  bright,  grasping  mind  obtains  from  contact  with  the  world. 

In  the  spring  of  1855,  his  father  was  frozen  to  death  and  he— with  his  brother 
James— was  left  to  support  their  mother,  two  sisters  and  a  younger  brother.  A 
year  later  he  came  to  Columbus  and  took  a  preemption  five  miles  west  of  the  town 
and  farmed  for  two  years.  In  1860  he  abandoned  the  preemption  and  went  to  work 
for  the  agent  at  the  Pawnee  reservation.  In  a  year's  time  he  was  so  well  posted 
in  the  Pawnee  language  that  he  was  employed  by  the  post  trader  as  clerk  and 
interpreter,   in   whose   employ    he    remained   until   he   went   into   the   United    States 
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service^  the  major  part  of  which  time  he  managed  the  entire  business  of  the  post 
trader,  who  remained  at  his  home  in  the  east.  In  1864,  his  military  career  commenced 
and  he  was  chosen  first  lieutenant  of  the  famous  Pawnee  Scouts  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  General  Samuel  Curtis.  After  the  summer  campaign  was  over,  he 
was  authorized  to  reorganize  the  Pawnee  Scouts  and  on  October  S'lth,  he  was  com- 
missioned captain  of  Company  A  by  Governor  Saunders  and  placed  in  command. 
In  1865  he  went  on  the  Powder  river  campaign  with  General  Conner  and  in 
November  of  the  same  year,  returned  to  the  Pawnee  reservation  and  took  command 
of  the  post,  remaining  there  until  the  following  spring.  In  the  fall  of  1866  he  was 
appointed  post  trader  by  President  Johnson.  The  following  spring  he  organized 
a  battalion  of  four  companies  of  Pawnee  Scouts  and  continued  in  the  service  until 
1871,  and  it  was  at  this  time  that  he  and  Cody  (Buffalo  Bill)  had  their  many  won- 
drous adventures.  During  1871  and  the  succeeding  four  years,  he  was  acting 
as  guide  and  scout  for  troops  in  the  north  and  west,  but  in  1876,  he  reorganized  the 
Pawnee  Scouts  and  went  with  General  Crook  on  his  perilous  winter  campaign  in 
the  Yellowstone  mountains  and  when  he  returned  the  following  spring,  and  the 
scouts  were  mustered  out  of  service,  ajipreciation  of  his  valuable  services  was  shown 
in  the  following  letter: 

"Headq'ters,  Dep't  of  Platte. 
"In  the  field. 

"Camp    Robinson,    Neb., 
"April  19th,  1877. 
"Capt.  Frank  North, 

"Com.  Pawnee  Scouts, 
"Sidney,  Neb. 
"Dear  Sir:    The  muster  out  of  the  Pawnee  Scouts  was  ordered  by  Lieut.  Gen. 
Sheridan. 

"There  is  no  longer  any  necessity  for  the  emploj'ment  of  scouts  nor  is  there 
any  appropriation  on  hand  from  which  to  pay  them,  for  which  reason  I  regret  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  retain  j-ou  in  service. 

"I  think  it  is  just  and  appropriate  to  thank  you  for  your  excellent  behavior 
during  the  time  of  your  stay  in  the  military  service  under  my  command,  and  to  say 
that  the  soldierlike  conduct  and  discipline  of  the  Pawnee  Scouts  is  the  most  eloquent 
testimony  that  could  be  adduced  to  prove  your  fitness  for  the  position  you  have 
held  as  Commanding  Officer. 

"I  remain  very   resj^ectfully 

"Your  Obedient  Servant, 

"George   Crook, 
"Brigadier  General." 
The   legislature    of   the    state    was    also   proud    of    Frank    North's    achievements 
and  record,  and  in  a  joint  resolution,  passed  and  approved  February  23d,  1870,  is 
the   following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  and  of  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Nebraska  are  hereby  tendered  to  IMaj.  Frank  J.  North,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
under  his  command,  of  the  Service  Scouts  for  the  heroic  manner  in  which  they 
have  assisted  in  driving  hostile  Indians  from  our  frontier  settlement." 

After  Major  North  was  mustered  out  of  service,  he  engaged  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness  with   Cody    (Buffalo   Bill)    under  the   firm   name   of  Cody   &   North   and   from 
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that  time  until  his  death  in  3  885,  he  was  closely  associated  with  Mr.  Cody,  having 
assisted  him  in  the  organization  of  "The  Wild  West,"  traveling  with  said  organ- 
ization in  charge  of  the  Indians  and  their  affairs. 

In  1882  the  peoisle  of  Platte  county  elected  Major  North  to  the  Nebra.ska  legis- 
lature. He  died  at  Columbus,  March  14,  1885,  aged  forty-five  years,  leaving  a 
daughter — his  wife  having  died  two  years  earlier.  All  the  people  of  Nebraska 
mourned  his  loss,  for  he  was  not  only  a  brave  soldier,  but  kind  and  just  and  true  in 
all  his  life. 


CARL  O.  HART. 


Carl  O.  Hart  is  the  manager  of  the  Monroe  Farmers  Association,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  occupied  since  1909,  and  he  is  also  one  of  the  stockholders  and  secre- 
tary of  the  company.  He  was  born  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  February  17,  1880, 
and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Louise  (Gustavson)  Hart,  who  were  natives  of  Sweden. 
Tlie  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  early  '70.s, 
settling  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  where  he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  a  number  of  years.  Removing  to  Nebraska  in  March,  1880,  he  settled  in 
Nance  county,  where  he  purcli.ist d  laud,  tlure  living  for  sis  years,  or  until  1886, 
when  he  came  with  his  family  to  I'latt,  county,  establishing  his  home  in  Monroe 
township,  where  he  owned  one  lniii(li<<l  and  sixty  acres.  He  devoted  the  greater 
part  of  his  attention  to  stock-raising  and  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  lived  retired, 
making  his  home  in  Genoa  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1907,  when 
he  was  sixty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  very  active  in  township  affairs  and  was 
a  worthy  and  respected  citizen  of  his  community.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1902, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 

Carl  O.  Hart  was  only  a  month  old  when  his  parents  came  to  Nebraska,  so 
that  he  was  here  reared  and  is  indebted  to  the  public-school  system  for  the  educa- 
tional privileges  which  he  enjoyed.  When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  took  charge 
of  the  home  farm  and  there  resided  for  five  years.  He  afterward  purchased  land 
in  Oconee  township,  near  the  town  of  jMonroe,  and  is  now  part  owner  of  a  tract  of 
seventy-one  acres.  On  the  home  farm  he  engaged  in  raising  Poland  China  hogs, 
keeping  a  large  number.  In  1907  he  gave  up  farming  and  after  spending  a  year 
in  California  and  Washington,  came  back  to  iMonroe,  Nebraska,  and  in  July,  1909, 
became  manager  of  the  Monroe  Farmers'  Association,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
stockholders  and  secretary.  He  is  now  devoting  his  energies  largely  to  this  busi- 
ness, in  which  connection  he  carefully  directs  the  interests  of  the  farmers,  making 
the  business  one  of  profit  for  them. 

Mr.  Hart  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Dora  McWilliams,  a  native  of  Dunbar, 
Nebraska,  and  a  daughter  of  W.  A.  and  Mary  (Moran)  jMcWilliams.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  and  real-estate  dealer  who  in  1 895  became  a  resident  of  Platte  county, 
settling  near  :Monroe,  where  he  followed  general  agricultural  pursuits.  Later  he 
renuna  (1  to  tlif  town,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  and  in  real-estate 
draliii-.  iiiakiiiii-  his  home  there  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  an  active,  pro- 
o-ri  ssivf    biisiniNs  man  and  citizen  and  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 


656  PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  PLATTE  COUNTY 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart  are  loyal  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which 
he  is  serving  as  a  trustee.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  in  whicli  he  has  iilled  all  of  the  chairs.  He  has  ever  been  found 
worthy  of  the  trust  that  has  been  reposed  in  him  in  every  connection  and  is  recog- 
nized as  a  man  who  can  be  depended  upon  on  all  occasions  and  in  any  emergency. 


CHARLEY  LEWIS  DICKEY. 

Charley  Lewis  Dickey,  who  is  a  well  known  real-estate  and  insurance  agent  of 
Columbus,  was  born  in  South  Whitley,  Indiana,  July  1  1.  1869.  His  fatlur.  William 
B.  Dickey,  was  a  son  of  William  Dickey,  who  fought  in  the  Indian  wars  under 
General  W.  H.  Harrison.  He  in  turn  was  a  son  of  John  Diekcy.  who  took  part  in 
the  Revohitionary  war  as  a  member  of  the  Eighth  Battalidii.  tumb.rland  (Md.) 
Militi.i.  and  who  was  with  Washington's  army  during  the  tcrrilile  winter  at  Valley 
Forge,  ^^'illiam  B.  Dickey  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  during  the  Civil  war  served  as 
captain  of  the  Home  Guards  near  Steubenville,  that  state.  He  married  Miss 
Frances  Ann  Stone,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  in  1829.  The  history 
of  the  Stone  family  has  been  traced  back  to  Thomas  A.  Stone,  who  was  the  fifth 
son  of  Lord  Dunlane,  of  Sussex,  England.  His  second  son,  William  Stone,  became 
colonial  governor  of  Maryland  and  his  third  son  was  David  Stone,  father  of 
Thomas  A.  Stone,  who  was  born  in  1743  and  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Dickey  was  Rev.  Benjamin 
Stone,  who  served  in  a  Virginia  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Buford  and  who 
endured  the  hardships  of  the  winter  at  Valley  Forge.  He  also  served  for  two  years 
as  a  private  in  Colonel  Roebuck's  Second  South  Carolina  Regiment  and  was  for 
some  time  a  sergeant  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Francis  Marion. 
William  B.  Dickey  died  in  Oklahoma  and  his  wife  has  also  passed  away. 

Charley  L.  Dickey  received  his  education  in  thi-  ])ulilic  schools  of  South  Whitley, 
Indiana,  but  when  thirteen  years  of  age  ]Hit  asidr  liis  textbooks  and  went  to  western 
Kansas,  where  he  remained  for  a  year  and  a  liilt.  In  ing  employed  as  clerk  in  a 
grocery  store.  At  the  end  of  that  time  lie  nturned  honi,'  nnd  learned  blacksmithing, 
after  which  he  was  operatin-  for  the  Wabash  at  Monti)e1irr.  Ohio,  and  later  at 
Detroit.  Michigan.  He  then  returned  to  Kansas  and  worked  as  a  telegraph  operator 
in  that  state  for  several  years,  after  which  he  was  stationed  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
where  lu-  remained  for  two  years  as  operator  in  the  transfer  office  of  the  Union 
Pacilie  Railroad.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  given  a  place  as  operator  in  the 
train  dispatelier's  office  at  Grand  Island.  Nebraska,  wli.re  lie  remained  for  two  and 
a  half  years.  Being  threatened  with  pulmonary  trouble,  he  was  sent  to  Lexington, 
Xehr.iska.  in  ISO.-)  and  remained  there  for  about  three  years.  In  June,  1899,  he 
was  stationed  at  Wood  River.  Nebraska,  and  after  leaving  there  was  agent  for  the 
Union  I'aeitic  at  Valley.  Nebraska.  In  100 1  be  came  to  Columbus  and  for  four 
years  after  .-.rriving  lier,'  Hlled  the  position  of  traveling  freight  agent  for  the  Chicago 
Great  Wtstcrn  Railroad.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  resigned  to  become  district 
manager  for  a  Canadian  land  eomiiany,  with  which  he  was  connected  until  1911. 
In  that  year  he  went  into  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business  for  himself  and  has 
so  continued  until  the  present  time.     He  is  well  informed  as  to  realty  values  in  this 
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section  of  the  country  and  has  handled  much  valuable  property  and  negotiated  many 
imjxirtant  transfers  of  real  estate.  In  the  insurance  field  he  represents  a  number 
of  reliable  companies  and  is  an  enterprising  and  efficient  agent,  having  written  many 
policies  since  entering  the  insurance  business. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1893,  Mr.  Dickey  was  married,  in  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  to  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Pile,  a  daughter  of  the  late  David  Pile.  Her  father, 
who  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1832,  served  for  four  years  during  the  Civil  war  in 
the  Confederate  army.  To  this  union  have  been  born  the  following  children:  Frank 
Paul.  Charlry  I,,  wis.  I)a\i.la  Klizalu  tli.  Irances,  Thomas  Pile  and  Virginia. 

Mr.  Dickey  is  a  n  pulilic an  luit  Ins  iit\.r  been  able  to  spare  the  time  from  his 
business  intcrcst-s  to  take  an  attive  part  in  politics.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  order,  having  passed  througii  the  various  degrees  of  the  York  Rite  and 
being  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Elks  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  no  worthy  cause  seeks  his  aid  in  vain.  He  has  at  all  times 
done  his  share  toward  promoting  the  commercial  expansion  of  the  city,  and  in  April, 
1915,  was  made  secretary  of  the  Columbus  Commercial  Club.  He  is  a  man  of  deter- 
mination and  resolution  and  has  carried  to  successful  completion  every  project  which 
he  has  undertaken.  Since  removing  to  Columbus  he  has  gained  recognition  as  a  man 
of  unswerving  integrity  and  as  a  citizen  of  marked  public  spirit. 


PAUL  GERTSCH. 


Paul  Gertsch  is  the  owner  of  the  Willow  Grove  Farm,  a  tract  of  six  hundred 
acres,  situated  on  section  1,  Monroe  township,  and  he  has  other  important  busi- 
ness connections,  being,  in  fact,  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
enterprising  business  men  of  his  part  of  the  county.  He  was  born  at  Glarus, 
Switzerland,  October  12,  1852,  his  parents  being  Christ  and  Pauline  (Meunig) 
Gertsch.  The  father,  a  native  of  Bern,  was  a  farmer  of  that  country,  where 
he  owned  and  cultivated  land.  On  coming  to  the  United  States  he  made  his  way 
into  the  interior  of  the  country,  settling  in  Bismark  township,  Platte  county,  in 
1873,  securing  a  farm  on  Shell  creek.  The  settlements  were  few  and  far  between 
and  pioneer  conditions  everywhere  existed.  Mr.  Gertsch  occupied  his  original 
homestead  until  1879,  when  death  ended  his  labors  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years.  His  place  comprised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  made 
many  improvements.  He  belonged  to  the  Reformed  church  and  guided  his  life 
according  to  its  teachings,  ever  endeavoring  to  follow  the  golden  rule. 

Paul  Gertsch  was  the  eldest  of  the  four  sons  of  the  family  and  acquired  a 
common-school  education.  He  dates  his  residence  in  Platte  county  from  1871,  at 
which  time  he  began  working  as  a  farm  hand  for  Jacob  Louis,  being  employed  in 
a  similar  manner  by  other  early  settlers  of  the  county.  He  was  ambitious,  how- 
ever, to  own  a  farm  and  in  1877  bought  land  in  Monroe  township,  investing  the 
money  whicli  had  come  to  him  through  persistent  industry  and  close  economy. 
That  constituted  a  nucleus  of  his  present  possessions,  for  as  opportunity  has  offered 
he  has  added  to  his  holdings  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  six  hun- 
dred acres.     The  summer  brings  forth  fields  of  waving  grain,  which   in  the  autumn 
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yield  large  harvests,  and  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  the  cereals  best  adapted 
to  the  soil  and  climate  Mr.  Gertsch  is  engaged  in  the  raising  of  a  good  grade  of 
stock.  He  bought  his  land  on  time  and  has  dug  what  he  has  out  of  the  ground. 
In  other  words,  his  life  has  been  one  of  earnest,  persistent  labor  and,  depending 
entirely  upon  his  own  resources,  he  has  worked  his  way  upward  to  his  present 
success.  In  addition  to  his  agricultural  interests  he  is  a  director  of  the  Monroe 
State  Bank  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Monroe  Farmers  Association  and  the 
Monroe  Coal  Company. 

In  January,  1878,  Mr.  Gertsch  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Von  Bergen, 
who  was  born  in  Bern,  Switzerland,  and  died  February  15,  1913,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
five  years.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Ulrich  and  Katherine  (Naegly)  Von  Bergen. 
Her  father  was  a  cooper  in  Swtzerland  and  in  1873  became  a  resident  of  Grand 
Prairie  township,  Platte  county,  where  he  secured  a  homestead  claim  and  began 
life  in  true  pioneer  style.  Mrs.  Gertsch  was  thus  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
old  families  of  the  county  and  was  very  popular  in  the  community  in  which  she 
made  her  home  because  of  her  attractive  social  qualities  and  her  gracious  hos- 
pitality. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gertsch  were  born  eleven  children:  Lydia,  the  wife 
of  H.  Fennimore;  Alma;  Carl,  who  was  lun-n  September  13,  1882,  and  is  a  farmer 
of  Joliet;  Ottylia,  the  wife  of  J.  Brandt:  Walter,  who  was  born  March  6, 
1886;  Martha,  the  wife  of  H.  Weber;  Paul,  who  was  born  November  1,  1890; 
Elinor;  Verna ;  Hehnuth,  who  was  born  November  6,  1897,  and  is  in  a  bank  at 
Monroe;  and  Esther. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Gertsch  is  a  republican,  active  in  the  work  of  the 
party,  his  labors  contributing  to  its  success.  He  has  served  as  township  trustee 
and  has  filled  various  other  local  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  discharged  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  He  assisted  in  organizing 
the  church  in  Lost  Creek  township,  and  takes  a  great  interest  in  its  work.  He 
places  a  correct  value  upon  the  important  things  of  life  and  he  has  wisely  used  his 
time,  talents  and  opportunities  not  only  for  the  attainment  of  individu; 
but  also  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 


CHARLES   FREDERICK  ELIAS. 

Since  1879  Charles  Frederick  Elias  has  made  his  home  in  Platte  county  and  is 
now  an  esteemed  and  worthy  citizen  of  Columbus,  where  he  has  a  wide  acquaintance 
and  many  frirnds.  He  was  born  in  Dresden,  Saxony,  on  the  15th  of  March,  1845, 
a  son  ofWillirlm  and  Winulinina  (Silverman)  Elias.  The  father,  who  was  born 
in  the  year  1X11.  ]]asv((l  away  in  ISTt  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  while  the 
mother  dird  in  ISal  at  the  ai;e  of  forty-one  years.  For  seventeen  years  Wilhelm 
Elias  was  a  soldi,  r  ,,f  tiir  (i.rnian  army,  luiiiji'  drafted  in  1831  and  .serving  with  the 
artillery,  llr  acti.l  as  iir^  d'lty  strgvant  and  had  charge  of  the  battery.  In  1845 
he  was  accorded  a  medal  for  saving  a  civilian  from  drowning  during  the  high  water 
of  that  year.  He  also  receivpd  a  medal  for  valiant  and  meritorious  service  displayed 
during  the  charges  of  the  barricades  of  revolutionists  in  the  rebellion  of  1 848  and 
still  another  for  his  length  of  service,  this  being  given  him  just  prior  to  his  death. 
He  passed  the  required  examination  and  was  in  the  revenue  service  as  a  government 
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employe  from  18i7  until  1874,  holding  different  positions.  This  made  his 
in  behalf  of  his  government  cover  a  period  of  forty-three  years.  He  never 
the  United  States  but  always  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  land  an( 
district  in  whieli  lie  lived  enjoyed  the  high  regard,  confidence  and  good  wi 
with  whom  lie  had  been  associated  as  well  as  the  trust  of  his  superior  ofRci 
was  an  active  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

Charles  Frederick  Elias  is  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  nine  children  ar 
only  one  now  living.     His  mother  died  in  1854  \ 
after  wliich  he  was  placed  in  a  government  n 
until   lie   reached   the   age  of   fifteen   years, 
butcher's  trade  and  in   1869,  when  a  young 
the  United  States,  settling  first  in  Delaware 
for  a  brief  period  as  a   farm  hand.      He  then 

enlisted  in  the  Twenty-second  United  States  Infantry,  serving  for  five  years.  He 
was  with  that  regiment  when  it  acted  as  guard  for  the  surveyors  and  builders  of 
tlie  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  between  Bismarck,  North  Dakota  and  Boise,  Idaho. 
In  December.  1874,  he  returntd  to  Dresden,  Saxony,  on  a  visit.  He  again  came 
to  the  United  States  and  imee  nicire  joined  the  army  as  a  butcher  with  the  First 
United  Stat(  s  Iniantry.  \\\n\r  aetiiig  in  that  capacity  and  also  as  clerk  in  the 
commissary  department  he  also  had  to  do  soldiers  duty  and  participated  with  his 
command  in  many  skirmishes  with  the  Indians.  In  1879  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  United  States  army  and  now  draws  a  pension  from  tlie  government. 

After  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Elias  made  his  way  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  wliich 
was  then  a  town  of  about  two  thousand  inhabitants.  All  of  the  town  lay  south  of 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.  With  the  interests  of  the  little  city  he  became  identi- 
fied, building  a  packing  house,  since  which  time  he  has  engaged  in  packing  smoked 
and  cured  meats,  doing  a  considerable  business  for  farmers  of  the  surrounding 
country. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1 87.-5,  Mr.  Elias  was  married  to  Miss  Paulina  Hansch, 
who  was  born  at  Gross  Sclioenau,  Germany,  and  was  married  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  ,Fohn  Gottlieb  and  Johanna  Maria  (Strobach)  Hansili.  Her 
fatlier  was  a  caliinet  maker  and  a  very  fine  workman.     He  was,  however,  retiring  in 
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Hedewig,  tlie  wife  of  William  Moran.  who  is  stationary  engineer,  making  his  home 
in  Omaha,  and  by  whom  she  has  one  dau-liler;  Pearl, 'llie  wile  of  An-n-t  Wagner, 
an  attorney  of  Columbus,  who  is  nienti..ne.l  elsewluiv  in  lliis  work:  Fiv,l.  «lio"is  in 
the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  at  On. alia  ;  ( .erlin.l,'.  the  wife 
of  Dr.  A.  G.  Lue-schen,  of  Columbus,  who  ,s  also  mentioned  ,  Isewhere  ,n  this  volume; 
and  Paulina,  the  wife  of  W.  Clayborn.  a  lawy.r  of  San    I'raneiseo.  Caiitornia. 

In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Elias  is  cuniRcted  with  the  .Modern  \\uodmen  of 
America  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  has  held  offices  in  both  local  lodges. 
In  politics  he  is  independent.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  council  since 
1908  and  is  still  the  incumbent  in  office,  in  which  he  exercises  his  official  preroga- 
tives in  support  of  many  progressive  projects  for  the  benefit  of  the  city.     He  stands 
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at  all  times  for  those  interests  which  are  a  matter  of  civic  virtue  and  civic  pride 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  valued  residents  of  Platte  county.  He  is  widely 
known  as  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  active  in  all  affairs  of  the  community.  The  same 
loyalty  which  characterized  his  military  service  is  manifest  in  his  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  civic  life,  and  there  is  no  more  loyal  adherent  of  American  interests 
in  Columbus  than  C.  F.  Elias. 


JOHN  ADOLF  GROTELUSCHEN. 

John  Adolf  Groteluschen  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  in  Sherman  township,  his  home  being  on  section  34.  His  place  is  notable 
in  many  respects  and  is  the  visible  evidence  of  a  life  of  well  directed  thrift,  enter- 
prise, determination  and  business  sagacity.  He  represents  one  of  the  old  pioneer 
families  of  the  county  and  was  born  December  29,  1871,  in  Bismark  township,  on 
the  old  homestead  farm  of  his  parents,  John  and  Anna  (Loseke)  Groteluschen. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Oldenburg,  Germany,  and  became  one  of  the  early 
residents  of  Platte  county,  arriving  a  year  later  than  the  Loseke  family,  who  were 
among  the  first  to  penetrate  into  this  region  and  plant  the  seeds  of  civilization 
on  Platte  county's  soil.  His  experiences  covered  all  that  is  implied  in  the  term 
pioneer  life.  Around  him  stretched  broad,  unbroken  prairies.  Few  roads  had 
been  laid  out  and  the  work  of  development  seemed  scarcely  begun.  He  entered 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  from  the  government  and  on  his  land,  like  other 
tracts,  there  had  been  no  furrow  turned  nor  an  improvement  made.  He  broke 
the  sod,  harrowed  the  fields,  planted  the  seed  and  in  due  time  gathered  substantial 
harvests,  and  as  his  financial  resources  increased  he  added  to  his  holdings  until 
at  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  Colfax  county.     He  had  long  been  a  resident  of  Nebraska  wlien  in  1907  he  passed 

John  Adolf  Groteluschen  was  educated  in  German  Lutheran  schools,  spending 
his  youthful  days  upon  the  home  farm  of  his  father,  where  he  was  instructed  not 
only  in  the  work  of  the  fields  but  in  life  values,  being  taught  industry,  honesty  and 
those  tilings  which  are  most  worth  while.  That  his  kssons  have  borne  fruit  in  the 
years  which  have  since  come  and  gone  is  manifest  in  the  high  regard  which  is  enter- 
tained for  him  and  tin-  sueecss  which  he  has  achieved.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  ;uri  >i  of  rich  land  on  section  34,  Sherman  township,  the 
half  section  being  a  valuable  tract,  fertile  and  productive.  One  of  the  notable 
features  of  his  place  is  a  flowing  well  sunk  to  a  depth  of  c  i,-lity  t.  ,  t.  Tlie  water 
gushes  forth  in  an  eight-inch  stream.  It  has  mineral  pn.).,  iti,  s  lli  it  make  it  of 
value  medicinally  and  there  is  a  seemingly  inexhaustible  sui)i)ly  of  the  water.  Mr. 
Groteluschen  maintains  important  stock-raising  interests,  handling  shorthorn  cattle, 
Percheron  horses  and  Poland  China  hogs,  and  this  branch  of  his  business  is  proving 
very  profitable.  On  his  home  place  he  has  eighty  acres  of  timber  and  ten  acres  are 
covered  by  the  creek. 

In  1891  Mr.  Groteluschen  was  united  in  marriage  to  ^Sliss  Matilda  Wilkie,  who 
passed  away  on  the  1  Ith  of  April,  1909,  leaving  five  children,  namely:  Arthur,  a 
youth   of  seventeen   years;   Ernst,   who   is   fifteen   years   old;    and   Paul,   Clara   and 
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Elmer,  who  are  thirteen,  eleven  and  nine  years  of  age  respectively.  In  1911  Mr. 
Groteluschen  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Katrina  Finke,  by 
whom  he  has  a  son,  Harold,  who  is  three  3'ears  old. 

Mr.  Groteluschen  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views,  having  supported  the 
party  since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise.  He  has  filled  tlie  offices 
of  township  clerk  and  justice  of  the  peace  and  has  made  an  excellent  record  as  a 
public  official,  discharging  his  duties  with  promptness  and  fidelity.  In  matters  of 
citizenship  he  manifests  the  same  progressive  spirit  and  labors  for  the  advance- 
ment and  welfare  of  the  community  just  as  earnestly  and  just  as  effectively  as  he 
does  for  his  individual  success.  His  worth  is  widely  acknowledged  wherever  he  is 
known  and  he  has  a  very  wide  acquaintance  in  the  county. 


JOHN  DAYTON  STIRES. 

For  twenty-five  years  John  Dayton  Stircs  has  been  a  representative  of  tlie  bar 
at  Columbus,  and  his  ability  has  gained  him  distinction  in  his  chosen  field.  He  does 
not  fear  that  laborious  preparation  which  must  always  precede  the  strong  presenta- 
tion of  a  case  in  the  courts  and  his  clear  reasoning,  his  logic  and  his  correct 
citation   of   principle    and   precedent   are   salient   features   in   his   success. 

Air.  Stires  is  a  native  of  Hunterdon  county,  New  Jersey,  which  was  also  the 
birthplace  of  his  parents,  John  Taylor  and  Eleanora  (Krymer)  Stires.  The 
father  became  a  farmer  and  followed  that  occupation  throughout  his  entire  active 
life.  He  was  a  son  of  Jacob  Stires,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  John  Taylor 
.Stires  continued  to  engage  in  general  farming  for  many  years  and  passed  away 
in  his  native  county  in  1912,  after  having  survived  his  wife  for  four  years,  her 
death  occurring  in  1908. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Hunterdon  county.  New  Jersey,  John  Dayton 
Stires  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  and  the  country  schools  afforded  him  his  educa- 
tional privileges.  After  a  year,  spent  at  Pennington  Seminary  near  Trenton  he 
attended  a  preparatory  school  for  Princeton  University.  On  the  exiMration  of  that 
period  he  went  to  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  and  was  there  graduated  on  the  completion 
of  a  law  course  in  the  State  University  with  the  class  of  1882.  Following  his 
graduation  he  went  to  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  where  he  opened  an  office  and  engaged  in 
practice  for  two  years.  He  next  removed  to  Cedar  R.i|)iils.  N(  hraski,  wbire  he 
practiced  law  and  organized  the  Cedar  Rapids  Bank,  a  ]iiiv.iti'  liankiiiM-  institution, 
if  which  he  was  the  president.  He  continued  at  that  place  until  1890,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  interests  and  came  to  Columbus,  Nebraska,  where  he  has  since 
followed  his  profession.  Along  with  those  qualities  indispensable  to  the  lawyer — 
a  keen,  rapid,  logical  mind,  plus  the  business  sense  and  a  ready  capacity  for  hard 
work — he  brought  to  the  starting  point  of  his  legal  career  certain  rare  gifts, 
including  eloquence  of  language  dnd  a  strong  personality,  marked  strength  of  char- 
acter, a  thorough  grasp  of  the  law  and  the  ability  to  accurately  apply  its  principles, 
all  of  which  are  factors  in  his  effectiveness  as  an  advocate. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1880,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Stires  was 
married  to  Miss  Helen  H.  Lamb,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Carswcll  Lamb.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stircs  have  been  born  two  sons.     The  elder.  Ferdinand  Taylor,  was  born 
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in  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  in  1882.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  and  is  now  engaged  in  practice  in  Philadelphia  that 
state.  The  young,  r  son,  Harrison  LeRoy,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  in  1885.  He 
is  now  chief  eh  rk  in  the  claim  department  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany at  Ealtimore,  ^Maryland.  He  wedded  Miss  Bertha  Chapin,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  Chapin,  of  Platte  county,  Nebraska,  and  they  have  one  son,  Charles  Chapin. 
The  religious  faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  in  his 
political  belief  Mr.  Stires  is  a  republican,  but  while  he  keeps  well  informed  on  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  day  he  does  not  seek  nor  desire  public  office.  He  is 
prominent  in  Masonry,  having  taken  the  degrees  of  the  York  Rite  and  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  and  his  life  measures  up  to  the  standards  of  tlie  church  and  of  the 
fraternity.  In  a  word  his  salient  characteristics  are  such  as  command  respect  and 
confidence  everywhere  and  during  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Columbus  he  has 
won  the  high  regard  and  friendship  of  the  majority  of  those  with  whom  he  has 
been  brought  in   contact. 
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